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Conqnests  of  Timour,  866-868.   A.a  1404,  1406,  triumph  at  Bamar- 
mod,  869;  AJX,  1408,  death  on  the  nad  toOhhw,  8fJ0j  ehmtter  of 
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ABOUT  twenty  years  after  the  conquest  of  JeruBalem  • 
by  the  Turks  (a.d.  109.>-1099),  the  holy  sepulchre 
was  visited  by  a  hermit  of  the  name  of  Peter,  a 
native  of  Amiens,  in  the  province  of  Picardy'  in  France. 
His  resentment  and  sympathv  were  excited  by  his  own  in- 
juries and  the  oppression  of  the  Christian  name;  he  mins^led 
his  tears  with  those  of  the  patriarch,  and  earnestly  inquired, 
if  no  h(^pes  of  relief  could  be  entertained  from  the  Greek 
emperors  of  the  East.  The  patriarch  exposed  the  vices  and 
weakness  of  the  successors  of  Constantine.  "I  will  rouse," 
exclaimed  the  hermit,  "the  martial  nations  of  Europe  in 
jour  cause'*;  and  Europe  was  obedient  to  the  call  of  the 
liermit   The  astonished  patriarch  dismissed  him  with  epis- 

>  Whimsical  enougb  at  the  oiigin  of  the  oame  ot  Picairdt^  and  from  ihenoe 
of  Pieardie,  which  doee  not  data  earlier  than  a.d.  ItOO.  li  was  an  acadeaiical 
joke,  aa  epiihet  Hrst  applied  to  ilie  quurrelHorae  humor  of  thouo  students,  iu  the 
nniveraiu  of  Paha,  who  came  from  the  frontier  of  Prance  and  Flanders  (Valaau 
Not.  Oall.  p.  447.    Longuerue,  Deecription  da  lafkBDce,  p.  64). 
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THE  DECLINE  AND  FALL 


ties  of  credit  and  complaint,  and  no  sooner  did  he  land  at 
Bari,  than  Peter  hastened  to  kiss  the  ici^t  of  the  Boman 
pontiff.  His  stature  was  small,  his  appearance  contempti- 
ble; bat  his  eye  was  keen  and  lively;  and  he  possessed  that 
vehemence  of  speech  which  seldom  fails  to  impart  the  per- 
suasion of  the  soul.*  He  was  born  of  a  gentleman's  family 
(for  we  mnst  now  adopt  a  modem  idiom),  and  his  military 
service  was  under  the  neighboring  counts  of  Boulogne,  the 
heroes  of  the  first  crusade.  But  he  soon  relinquished  the 
sword  and  the  world;  and  if  it  be  true  that  his  wife,  how- 
ever noble,  was  aged  and  ugly,  he  might  withdraw,  with  the 
less  reluctance,  from  her  bed  to  a  convent,  and  at  length  to 
a  hermitage.  In  this  austere  solitude,  his  body  was  ema- 
ciated, his  fancy  was  inflamed;  whatever  he  wished,  he 
believed;  whatever  he  believed,  he  taw  in  dreams  and 
revelations.  From  Jerusalem,  the  pilgrim  returned  an 
accomplished  fanatic;  but  as  he  excelled  in  the  popular 
madness  of  the  times,  Pope  Urban  the  Second  received 
him  as  a  prophet,  applauded  his  glorious  design,  promised 
to  support  it  in  a  general  council,  and  encouraged  him  to 
•  proclaim  the  deliverance  of  the  Holy  Land.  Invigorated 
by  the  approbation  of  the  pontiff,  this  aealoua  missionary 
traversed,  with  speed  and  success,  the  provinces  of  Italy 
and  France.  His  diet  was  abstemious,  his  prayera  long 
and  fervent,  and  the  alms  which  he  received  with  one 
hand  he  distributed  with  the  other;  his  head  was  bare, 
his  feet  naked,  his  meagre  body  was  wrapped  in  a  coarse 
garment;  he  bore  and  displayed  a  weighty  crucifix;  and  the 
ass  on  which  he  rode  was  sanctified  in  the  public  eye  by 
the  service  of  the  man  of  God.  He  preached  to  innumer- 
able crowds  in  the  churehes,  the  streets,  and  the  highways: 
the  hermit  entered  with  equal  confidence  the  palace  and  the 
cottage;  and  the  people,  for  all  were  people,  were  impetu- 


*  WUliam  of  Tyro  (I-  >•  P-  ^^''')  ^^"^  deseribM  the  hermit:  pusillus, 

peraoiUtCODtMnptiWIto.  vivacia  ingciiii,  et  occulum  habeiu perspicacem  graturaque^ 

et  «(ponU)  Aliens  ei  non  deorat  olnqniiim.  Albert  Aqiionpis.  p.  1R5.  (Inibert,  [l, 
4^2.    AnoA  Ooainena  ia  Alexiad,  1.  x.  284,  with  Ducaugo'a  DOt^,  p.  349. 
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oiiply  moved  by  his  call  to  repentance  and  arms.  When  he 
painted  the  sufferings  of  the  natives  and  pilgrims  of  Pales- 
tine, every  heart  was  melted  to  compassion;  every  breast 
glowed  with  indignation,  when  he  challenged  the  warriors 
of  the  age  to  defend  tiieir  brethren  and  rescue  their  Saviour: 
his  ignorance  of  art  and  language  was  compensated  by  sighs, 
and  tears,  and  ejaculations;  and  Peter  su[)plied  the  defi- 
ciency of  reason  by  loud  and  frequent  appeals  to  Christ  and 
his  Mother,  to  the  siiints  and  angels  of  paradise,  with  whom 
he  had  personally  conversed.  The  most  perfect  orator  of 
Athens  might  have  envied  the  success  of  his  eloquence:  the 
rustic  enthusiast  inspired  the  passions  which  lie  felt,  and 
Christendom  expected  with  impatience  the  counsels  and 
decrees  of  the  su[)reme  pontiff  of  Rome. 

The  magnanimous  spirit  of  Gregory  the  Seventh  hftd 
already  embraced  the  design  of  arming  Europe  against 
Asia;  the  ardor  of  his  zeal  and  ambition  still  breathes  in 
his  epistles:  from  either  side  of  the  Alps,  50,000  Catholics 
had  enlisted  under  the  banner  of  St.  Peter;*  and  his  succes- 
sor reveals  his  intention  of  marching  at  their  head  against 
the  impious  sectaries  of  Mahomet.  But  the  glory  or  re- 
proach of  executing,  though  not  in  person,  this  holy  enter- 
prise, was  reserved  for  the  pope  Urban  the  Second,*  the 
most  faithful  of  his  disciples.  He  undertook  the  conquest 
of  the  East,  while  the  larger  portion  of  Rome  was  possessed 
and  fortified  by  his  rival  Guibert  of  Ravenna,  who  eon- 
tended  with  Urban  for  the  name  and  honors  of  the  pontifi- 
cate. He  attempted  to  unite  the  powers  of  the  West,  at  a 
tune  when  the  princes  were  separated  from  the  church,  and 
the  people  from  their  princes,  by  the  excommunication 
which  himself  and  his  predecessors  had  thundered  against 
the  emperor  and  the  king  of  Franoe.   Philip  the  First,  of 


'  UUn  quinquaginta  millia,  si  me  poeRunt  in  ezpeditione  pro  dace  et  pootiilM 
habere,  armatd  manft  voJunt  in  rahnicoe  msuryere  et  ad  sepulehnuD  Donriid 
ipto  dticente  pervenire  (Gregor  vii.  epiat.  ii.  31,  xii.  ^22,  concil.), 

'  Origiual  Lives  of  Urbao  II.  bv  Paaduipbus  Pisanus  and  Beruardua  Ouida 
to  Mumt.  Bm;  Hid.  Mp.  M.  fm  1  tM. 
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France,  supported  with  patience  the  oensures  which  he  had 
provoked  by  his  scandalous  life  and  adulterous  marriage. 
Henry  the  Fourth,  of  Germany,  asserted  the  right  of  in- 
vestitures, the  prerogative  of  confirming  his  bishops  by  the 
delivery  of  the  ring  and  crosier.  But  the  emperor's  party 
was  crushed  in  Italy  by  the  arms  of  the  Normans  and  the 
countess  Matilda;  and  the  long  quarrel  had  been  recently 
envenomed  by  the  revolt  of  his  son  Conrad  and  the  shame 
of  his  wife.  So  popular  was  the  cause  of  Urban,  so  weighty 
w^as  his  influence,  that  the  council  wliicli  he  (a.d.  1095, 
March)  summoned  at  Phicentia'  was  composed  of  200  bish- 
ops of  Italy,  France,  Burgundy,  Swabia,  and  Bavaria. 
Four  thousand  of  the  clergy,  and  80, (XK)  of  the  laity,  at- 
tended this  important  meeting;  ami  as  the  most  s])acious 
cathedral  would  have  been  inadequate  to  the  multitude, 
the  session  of  seven  days  was  held  in  a  plain  adjacent  to 
the  city.  The  ambassadors  of  the  Greek  emperor,  Alexius 
Comnenus,  were  introduced  to  plead  the  distress  of  their 
sovereign  and  the  danger  of  Constantinople,  which  was 
divided  only  by  a  narrow  sea  from  the  victorious  Turks, 
the  common  enemies  of  the  Christian  name.  In  their  sup- 
pliant address  they  flattered  the  pride  of  the  Latin  princes; 
and,  appealing  at  once  to  their  policy  and  religion,  exhorted 
them  to  repel  the  Barbarians  on  the  confines  of  Asia,  rather 
than  to  expect  them  in  the  heart  of  Europe.  At  the  sad  tale 
of  the  misery  and  perils  of  their  Eastern  brethren  the  assem- 
bly burst  into  tears:  the  most  eager  cham})ions  declared 
their  readiness  to  march;  and  the  Greek  ambassadors  were 
dismissed  with  the  assurance  of  a  s})eedy  and  powerful  suc- 
cor. The  relief  of  Constantinople  was  included  in  the  larger 
and  most  distant  project  of  the  deliverance  of  Jerusalem; 
but  the  prudent  Urban  adjourned  the  final  decision  to  a 
second  synod,  which  he  proposed  to  celebrate  in  some  city 
of  France  in  the  autumn  of  the  same  year.  The  short  delay 
would  propagate  the  tiame  of  enthusiasm;  and  his  firmest 


»  HmtiveMdMtioCtlM^jiMdoiFlMnlia.  OooelL'i^ 
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hope  was  in  a  nation  of  soldiers,"  still  proud  of  the  pre- 
eminence of  their  name,  and  ambitious  to  emulate  their  hero 
Charlemagne,'  who,  in  the  popular  romance  of  Turpin,"  had 
achieved  the  conquest  of  the  Holy  Land.  A  latent  motive 
of  affection  or  vanity  might  influence  the  choice  of  Urban: 
he  was  himself  a  native  of  France,  a  monk  of  Clugny,  and 
the  first  of  his  countrymen  who  ascended  the  throne  of  St. 
Peter.  The  pope  had  illustrated  his  family  and  province; 
Boris  there  perhaps  a  more  exquisite  gratification  than  to 
levisit,  in  a  oonspionons  dignitjr,  the  humble  and  laborious 
scenes  of  onr  joath. 

It  may  occasion  some  surprise  that  the  Roman  pontifiE 
should  erect,  in  the  heart  of  France,  the  tribunal  from 
whence  he  hurled  his  anathemas  against  the  king.  But 
our  surprise  will  vanish  so  soon  as  we  form  a  just  estimate 
of  a  king  of  France  of  the  eleventh  century.  Philip  the 
First  was  the  great-grandson  of  Hugh  Capet,  the  founder  of 
the  present  race,  who,  in  the  decline  of  Charlemagne's  pos* 
terity,  added  the  regal  title  to  his  patrimonial  estates  of 
Paris  and  Orleans.  In  this  narrow  compass  he  was  pos- 
sessed of  wealth  and  jurisdiction;  but,  in  the  rest  of  France, 
Hugh  and  his  first  descendants  were  no  more  than  the  feudal 
lords  of  about  sixty  dukes  and  counts,  ol  independent  and 
hereditary  power,'*  who  disdained  the  control  of  laws  and 


*  Quibprt,  himself  a  Frenchman,  praiaea  the  piety  and  valor  of  the  French 
D&tioQ,  the  author  aud  example  of  the  crusades:  Gens  nobilis,  prudena,  belliooea, 
dapsllifi  et  Bifida  .  .  .  Qnoa  enim  BriUuMt,  Anght,  ligorM,  n  bonis  eoa  moribm 
videamus,  non  iUico  Francos  homines  appollotniis?  (p.  478).  Ho  owns,  however, 
that  the  vivacity  of  the  French  degenerates  into  petiilanoe  among  loreigners 
(pi  488),  sad  rvm  loqiuidooaiMes  (p.  502). 

'  Per  viara  quam  jamdudum  Caroius  Magnus  miriflcua  rex  Francorum  aptMi 
iedt  aaqae  C.  P.  (Getta  Franc,  p.  I  Bobert.  Monach.  Uiat.  Uieroa.  1.  L  33). 

*  Jwok  TilpinuD.  or  Turpinus,  was  archbishop  of  Rbeims,  a.d.  T73.  After 
th«  year  1000,  Uiia  romance  was  composed  in  his  name,  by  a  monk  of  the 
borders  of  France  and  Spain ;  and  such  was  the  idea  of  eodesiaatical  merit,  thai 
he  deaeribes  Mmsalf  as  a  tlghtinf;^  and  drinldniB^  prieati   Tet  the  bool:  (rf  lies  was 

Eronounced  authentic  by  Pope  Calixtus  II.  (a.d.  1122),  and  is  respectfully  quoted 
y  the  abbot  Suger,  in  the  great  Chronidas  ol  St.  Denjra  ^f^bria  BibUot.  Latin. 
Medii  ^vi,  ed.  Mansi,  iv.  161). 

*  Etat  de  la  France,  bj  BoulsinTiUisffs,  i  180,  and  Mably,  CMMmatioiMB  wta 
I'Hiat.  do  France,  vol.  ii. 

**  In  the  provinces  tothsioutliof  the  Loire,  the  Orst  Gofttiiam*  were  scaroalj 
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hgfl  MMubttas,  and  wImmo  diawgaid  «f  lli«r  Mmeign 
m  wwmged  bj  tbe  diaobedkaoe  of  lihmr  inferior  vMoals, 
At  Clemxmt,  in  the  tBmtorieB  of  the  cooni  of  AaYergne,'' 
the  pope  might  bniYe  with  impvni^  the  resentment  oC 
Philip;  and  the  oonnoil  which  he  coiiTened  (a.d.  1096^ 
Nov.)  in  that  city  was  aoit  less  nnmetons  or  respeetable 
than  the  synod  of  Plaoestia."  BeaideB  hia  court  and  conn* 
cil  of  Boman  cardinals,  he  was  supporlad  by  18  archbishops 
and  225  bishops;  the  ntunber  of  mitnd  prehites  was  com- 
pnted  at  400;  and  the^fatheis  itf  tka  chnreh  were  blessed 
by  Uie  saints,  and  enlightened  by  the  doctors  of  the  age. 
From  the  adjacent  kingdoms  a  martial  train  of  lords  and 
knights  of  power  and  renown  attended  the  council,"  in 
high  expectation  of  its  resolves;  and  such  was  the  ardor 
of  seal  and  cariosity  that  the  city  was  filled,  and  many 
thousands,  in  the  month  of  November,  erected  their  tents 
or  huts  in  the  open  field.  A  session  of  eight  days  produced 
some  useful  or  edifying  canons  for  the  reformation  of  man- 
ners; a  severe  censure  was  pronounced  against  the  license 
of  private  war;  the  truce  of  God'*  was  confirmed,  a  suspen- 
sion of  hostilities  during  four  days  of  the  week;  women  and 
priests  were  placed  under  the  safeguard  of  the  church;  aud 
a  protection  of  three  years  was  extended  to  husbandmen 
and  merchants,  the  defenceless  victims  of  miliUiry  ra|iint'. 
But  a  hiw,  however  venerable  be  the  sanction,  caunol  sud- 
denly transform  the  temper  of  the  times;  and  the  benevolent 


alloired  a  feudal  Bupremacjr.  Od  ail  sides,  Normandy,  Br«tague,  AquiUia, 
Bargundy,  Lomune,  and  Flandera,  onlnelid  tbft  UMM  and  limits  ol  thBprqptt 
France.    Hadrian  Vales.  Not.  Gall. 

**  These  oounta,  a  younger  branch  of  the  dulces  of  Aquitain,  were  at  lenglli 
despoiled  of  the  greatest  part  of  their  coontry  by  PhiJip  Augiatus.  The  bishops 
of  Clermont  gradually  became  prinoM  tho  cUj.  iiiihiagM»  titi^  d'liin  gmnde 
Bibliot.  xxxvi.  288.  etc. 

**  Acts  of  the  Council  id  GknBOOt,  Oonoil.  xll.  829. 

"  Confluxonint  add  concilinm  e  mollis  regionibus,  viri  poteate.s  et  boooraii, 
innumen  quamvis  ciugulu  laicalui  militue  superbi  (Baldric,  aa  eye  witaess,  p>  8ft. 
Mert.  Uon.  p.  81.  WUL  lyc  i  M,  !>.  688.  QmOmt,  pt.  418.  Fulelwr. 
Oaniot.  p.  382. 

The  Truce  of  God  (Treva,  or  Treuga  Dei)  was  first  invented  in  Aquitain, 
A.a.  1088,  bluned  by  some  bii<hop8  as  an  occasion  of  perjury  and  rejected  ki^ tlM 
ttotmmm  m  wliny  to  tbeir  f  rinl«ges  (nuMwgi,  Qkm.  haiim,  m.  88^ 
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efforts  of  Urban  deserve  the  less  praise,  since  he  labored  to 
appease  some  domestic  quarrels  that  he  might  spread  the 
flames  of  war  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Euphrates.  From 
the  synod  of  Placentia,  the  rumor  of  his  great  design  Bad 
gone  forth  among  the  nations-  the  clergy  on  their  return 
bad  preached  in  every  diocese  the  merit  and  glory  of  the 
deliverance  of  the  Holy  Land;  and  when  the  jiope  ascended 
a  lofty  scaffold  in  the  market-place  of  Clermont,  his  elo- 
quence was  addressed  to  a  well-prepared  and  impatient 
audience.  His  topics  were  obvious,  his  exhortiitiou  was 
vehement,  his  success  inevitable.  The  orator  was  inter- 
rupted by  the  shout  of  thousands,  who  with  one  voice,  and 
in  their  rustic  idiom,  exclaimed  aloud,  '*God  wills  it,  God 
wills  it.""  *'It  is  indeed  the  will  of  God,"  replied  the 
pope;  *'and  let  this  memorable  word,  the  inspiration  surely 
of  the  Holy  Spirit,  be  forever  adopted  as  your  cry  of  battle, 
to  animate  the  devotion  and  courage  of  the  champions  of 
Christ.  His  cross  is  the  symbol  of  your  salvation;  wear  it, 
a  red,  a  bloody  cross,  as  an  external  mark  on  your  breasts 
or  shoulders,  as  a  pledge  of  your  sacred  and  irrevocable 
engagement."  The  proposal  was  joyfully  accepted;  great 
numbers  both  of  the  clergy  and  laity  impressed  on  their 
garments  the  sign  of  the  cross;'*  and  solicited  the  pope  to 
march  at  their  head.  This  dangerous  honor  was  declined 
by  the  more  prudent  successor  of  Gregory,  who  alleged  the 
schiBin  of  the  church,  and  the  duties  of  his  pastoral  office, 
recommending  to  the  faithful,  who  were  diaqoalified  by  aex 


Deua  vuU,  Deus  vuU!  waa  tbo  pure  acclamation  of  the  clergy  who  under- 
stood Latin  (Robert.  Men.  1.  i.  32).  Bj  the  illiterate  laity,  who  Rpoke  the 
Provinciai  or  Limouain  idiom,  it  was  corrupted  to  Deus  lo  voU,  or  IHex  el  voU, 
Chron.  Cusinetiae,  I.  iv.  c.  11.  497,  iu  Murui.  Script.  Ker.  ItaL  iv.  and  Ducaagt 
(Dissert,  xi.  207,  sur  Joinville,  and  Gloas.  Latin,  ii.  690),  who.  in  his  preface, 
produces  a  very  difficult  specimen  of  the  dialect  of  Roven?ue.  a.d.  1100,  very 
near,  both  ia  tbue  aad  ^aoe.  to  the  Council  of  Clermont  (p.  15). 

'*  Moet  commottlj  00  their  shoulders,  in  gold,  or  silk,  or  cloth,  rtewed  on 
their  garroenis.  In  the  first  crusade,  all  were  red ;  in  the  third,  the  French  alone 
preserved  that  color,  while  green  crosses  were  adopted  by  the  Fleoiage,  end 
whito  by  the  Knglish  (Ducang'p,  ii.  (;.')]).  Yet  in  England,  the  red  over  appears 
the  favorite,  and,  as  it  were,  the  national,  color  of  our  military  ensigns  and 


Digitized  by  Google 


22 


THE  DECLdNE  AND  FALL 


mtpnimA^m,  hj  age  or  inimilgr,  to aid^  wMli  IfaeirpcajM 
Mtd  almi,  the  penoml  servioe  of  their  robuel  bielhreD. 
The  name  and  poiwen  oC  his  legate  he  doToIred  on  Adhe- 
mar,  bishop  oi  Puj,  the  firat  who  had  feeeiyed  the  cnMW  >t 
hie  hands.  The  fomnoat  of  the  temporal  chiefs  ma  Baj- 
asond,  count  of  Thonlonse,  whose  ambaaaadois  in  the  eooncil 
excused  the  abaence,  and  pledged  the  honor,  of  their  master. 
After  the  confession  and  absolution  of  their  sins,  the  cham- 
piona  of  the  cross  were  dismissed  with  a  superfluous  ad- 
monition to  invite  their  eonntrymen  and  friends ;  and  their 
departure  for  the  Holj  Land  was  fixed  to  the  festival  of  the 
Assumption,  the  fifteenth  of  August,  of  the  ensuing  year.' 

So  familiar,  and  as  it  were  so  natural  to  man,  is  the  prao* 
tice  of  violence,  that  our  indulgence  allows  the  slightest 
provocation,  the  most  disputable  right,  as  a  sufficient  ground 
of  national  hostility.  But  the  name  and  nature  of  a  holtf 
trar  demands  a  more  rigorous  scrutiny;  nor  can  we  hastily 
believe  that  the  servants  of  the  Prince  of  Peace  would  uxi- 
sheathe  the  sword  oi  destruction,  unless  the  motive  were 
pure,  the  quarrel  legitimate,  and  the  necessity  inevitable. 
The  policy  of  an  action  may  be  determined  from  the  tardy 
lessons  of  experience;  but,  before  we  act,  our  conscience 
should  be  satisfied  of  the  justice  and  propriety  of  our  en- 
terprise. In  the  age  of  the  crusades,  the  Christians,  both 
of  the  East  and  West,  were  persuaded  of  their  lawfulness 

Bongarsiufl,  who  has  published  the  original  writenof  the  cnisAdos,  adopts, 
with  much  coniplacencr.  the  fanatic  title  of  Guibertus,  G«eta  Dbi  per  Fraoooa; 
though  some  critica  propose  to  read  Uesta  Diaboli  per  Francoii  (Hanorue,  1611, 
two  vols.  fol.).  I  Hhali  briefly  enumerate,  aa  thej  stand  in  ihia  collection,  the 
autbcm)  whom  I  hare  used  for  the  tirat  crusade.  I.  Gesta  Francortun.  IL 
Robertus  Monachus.  III.  fialdricus.  IV.  Raimundus  de  Agilea.  V.  Albertua 
▲vMMla.  VI.  Fulcheriia  Guvotensis.  VII.  Quibertua.  VIII.  Willielmue 
Tyriensis.  Muratoh  has  given  us.  IX.  RudulphiiH  CHdomenflia  de  Gr«8UH  Tan- 
credi  (Script.  Rer.  Ital.  v.  285),  and  X.  Buruardus  The8aunu-iu8  de  Auquisitioae 
Teme  Sanctae  (vii.  664).  Tilt  kal  o<  tbeee  was  unknown  to  a  late  French  bit* 
torian,  wiio  has  given  a  Inrge  and  critical  hst  of  the  writers  of  the  cniaadt* 
(Esprit  des  Crotsades.  i.  1  <).  and  moat  of  whose  Judgment.^  my  own  ezperioooe 
WiU  allow  Bt  to  ratify.  It  wtis  tate  before  I  could  obtain  a  aight  of  the  Freaelt 
kfanoriana  collected  by  Ducliesue.  I.  Petri  Tu(l('i)odi  S;icerdoti8  Sivraoensia 
ffiatoria  de  HierosolymiiaDu  Itiuere  (iv.  IIS)  liua  been  iraiiafuaed  into  the  Unit 
anonymous  wnter  of  BougHCsiiiib.  II.  The  Metrical  Eitta^yqllhtflKlBMi^ 
IbtU.  books  (pp.  88a-«i2^isoC«iMaLnaiwor«flO0iiat. 
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and  merit;  their  aignmeati  m  olonded  by  the  perpetual 
abuse  of  Scripture  and  rhetoric;  bat  thej  seem  to  insist  on 
the  right  of  natural  and  religions  defence,  their  peonliar  title 
to  the  Holj  Land,  and  the  impiety  of  their  Pagan  and  Ma- 
hometan foes."  L  The  right  of  a  jost  defence  may  fairly 
include  onr  civil  and  spiritual  allies:  it  depends  on  the  ex- 
istence of  danger;  and  that  danger  must  be  estimated  by  the 
twofold  consideration  of  the  malice  and  the  power  of  our 
enemies.  A  pernicious  tenet  has  been  imputed  to  the  Ma- 
hometans, the  duty  of  exHrpaiing  all  other  religions  by  the 
sword.   This  chazge  of  ignorance  and  bigotry  is  refuted  by 
the  Koran,  by  the  history  of  the  Mussulman  conquerors, 
and  by  their  public  and  legal  toleration  of  the  Christian  wor- 
ship. But  it  cannot  be  denied,  that  the  Oriental  churches 
are  depressed  under  their  iron  yoke;  that,  in  peace  and  war, 
they  asserted  a  divine  and  indefeasible  claim  of  universal 
empire;  and  that,  in  their  orthodox  creed,  the  unbelieving 
nations  are  continually  threatened  with  the  loss  of  religion 
or  liberty.    In  the  eleventh  century,  the  victorious  arms  of 
the  Turks  presented  a  real  and  urgent  apprehension  of  these 
losses.     They  had  subdued  in  less  than  thirty  years  the 
kingdoms  of  Asia,  as  far  as  Jerusalem  and  the  Hellespont; 
and  the  (irreek  empire  tottered  on  the  verge  of  destruction. 
Besides  an  honest  sympathy  for  their  bretiiren,  tlie  Latins 
had  a  right  and  interest  in  the  support  of  Constantinople, 
the  most  imporUmt  barrier  of  tlie  West;  and  the  privilege 
of  defence  must  reach  to  prevent,  as  well  as  to  repel,  au 
impending  assault.    But  this  salutary  purpose  might  have 
been  accomplished  by  a  moderate  succor;  and  our  calmer 
reason  must  disclaim  the  innumerable  hosts  and  remote 
operations  which  overwhelmed  Asia  and  depopulated  Eu- 
rope.  .II.   Palestine  could  add  nothing  to  the  strength  or 
safety  of  the  Latins;  and  fanaticism  alone  could  pretend 


If  the  reader  will  turn  to  the  first  scene  of  the  first  part  of  Henry  TV.,  he 
will  see  in  the  text  of  Shakespeare  the  natural  feelings  of  enihuaiwm :  and  in  the 
aolM  ol  Dr.  Jobnaon,  the  workings  ol  a  bigoted  though  Tigorom  mind,  graedj 
fd  wmj  pwfnqp  to  hate  ana  pecaeeate  thoae  who  dinaiit  from  his  creed. 
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to  justify  the  conquest  of  that  distant  and  narrow  province. 
The  Cliristians  affirmed  that  their  inalienable  title  to  the 
promised  land  had  been  sealed  by  the  l)lood  of  their  divine 
Saviour:  it  was  their  right  and  duty  to  rescue  their  inheri- 
tance from  the  unjust  j)ossessors,  who  profaned  his  sepul- 
chre, and  oppressed  the  pilgrimage  of  his  disciples.  Vainly 
would  it  be  alleged  that  the  pre  eminence  of  Jerusalem,  and 
the  sanctity  of  Palestine,  have  been  abolished  with  the  ^io- 
saic  law;  that  the  God  of  the  Christians  is  not  a  local  deity, 
and  that  the  recovery  of  Bcthlcm  or  Calvary,  his  cradle  or 
his  tomb,  will  not  jitone  for  the  violation  of  the  moral  pre- 
cept,s  of  thf  Gospel.  Such  arguments  glance  aside  from  the 
leaden  shield  of  superstition;  and  the  reliLnons  mind  will 
not  easily  relinquish  its  hold  on  the  sacred  ground  of  mys- 
tery and  miracle.  III.  But  the  lioly  wars  winch  have  been 
waged  in  every  climate  of  the  globe,  from  Egypt  to  Livonia, 
and  from  Peru  to  Hindostan,  require  the  support  of  some 
more  general  and  flexible  tenet.  It  has  been  often  sup- 
po.sed.  and  sometimes  athrmed,  that  a  diilercnce  of  religion 
is  a  worthy  cause  of  hostility;  that  obstinate  unbelievers 
may  be  slain  or  subdued  by  the  champions  of  the  cross; 
and  that  grace  is  the  sole  fountain  of  dominion  as  well  as 
of  mercy.  Above  four  luindred  years  before  the  first  cru- 
sade, the  eastern  and  western  provinces  of  the  Roman  em- 
pire had  been  acquired  about  the  s;\me  time,  and  in  the  same 
manner,  by  the  Barbarians  of  Germany  and  Arabia.  Time 
and  treaties  had  legitimated  the  conquests  of  the  Christian 
Franks;  l)Ut  in  the  eyes  of  their  subjects  and  neighbors,  the 
Mahometan  princes  were  stiU  tyrants  and  usurpers,  who,  by 
the  arms  of  war  or  rebellion,  might  be  lawfollj  driven  from 
their  unlawful  possession." 

As  the  manners  of  the  Christians  were  relaxed,  their 
discipline  of  j)(niancc"  was  enforced;   and  with  the  multi- 

**  Flenry't  Tfth  Dfaoour.  on  Bcclen.  Hist.  (pp.  223-261)  contelm  an  •oeunita 
mm)  TAtiixial  viow  of  the  causes  and  effects  of  the  crusadca. 

**  Tb«  penance,  indulgvioea,  etc,  ol  the  Middle  Ages  are  amply  diieuiieed 
bf  Muratori  (Antlq.  ItaL  Mid.  M9.  t.  4kmmL  IxriiL  T09)w  by  If.  Qhii* 
(Lettraa  Mr  \m  JvbUw  at  Jm  fadnl|«M»i»  fi.  iMtna  U  and  tt,  pp^  iia^MSK 
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plication  of  sins,  the  remedies  were  multiplied.  In  the 
primitive  church,  a  voluntary  and  open  confession  pre- 
pared the  work  of  atonement.  In  tlie  Middle  Ages,  the 
bishops  and  priests  interrogated  the  criminal;  compelled 
him  to  account  for  his  thoughts,  words,  and  actions;  and 
prescribed  the  terms  of  his  reconciliation  witii  God.  But 
as  this  discretionary  power  might  alternately  be  abused  by 
indulgence  and  t3Tanny,  a  rule  of  discipline  was  framed, 
to  inform  and  regulate  the  spiritual  judges.  This  mode  of 
legislation  was  invented  by  the  Greeks;  their  penilenlials*^ 
were  translated,  or  imitated,  in  the  Latin  church;  and,  in 
the  time  of  Charlemagne,  the  clergy  of  every  diocese  were 
provided  with  a  code,  which  they  prudently  concealed  from 
the  knowledge  of  the  vulgar.  In  tliis  dangerous  estimate 
of  crimes  and  punishments,  each  case  was  supposed,  each 
difference  was  remarked,  by  the  experience  or  penetratioii 
oi  the  monks;  some  sins  are  enumerated  which  innoeenoe 
coald  not  have  suspected,  and  others  which  reason  cannot 
believe;  and  the  more  ordinary  o&nces  of  fomication  and 
adolterf,  of  perjury  and  sacrilege,  ol  rapine  and  murder, 
were* expiated  by  a  penance  which,  according  to  the  Tari- 
ous  circnmstances,  was  prolonged  from  forty  days  to  seven 
years.  Daring  this  term  of  mortification,  the  patient  was 
healed,  the  criminal  was  absolved,  by  a  salutary  regimen  of 
fasts  and  prayers:  the  disorder  of  his  dress  was  expressive 
of  grief  and  remorse;  and  he  humbly  abstained  from  all  the 
business  and  pleasnre  of  social  life.  But  the  rigid  execu- 
tion of  these  laws  would  have  depopulated  the  palace,  the 
camp,  and  the  city:  the  Barbarians  of  the  West  believed 
and  trembled;  but  nature  often  rebelled  against  principle; 
and  the  magistrate  labored  without  effect  to  enforce  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  priest.  A  literal  accomplishment  of 
penance  was  indeed  impractioable;  the  guilt  of  adultery 

with  this  difference,  that  the  abuses  of  supereutioo  are  mildly,  perlmpa  faintly, 
exposed  by  the  learned  Ttalian,  and  peerishlr  mapnifted  br  the  Duteh  mlnifltar. 

*'  Srhmidt  flTi^t,  ri.^.  Allom;ui<l-.  ii.  2n-'2'20,  4r.2-462)  privos  an  ah.^ir.iot 
of  tho  Penitential  of  Rhegino  in  ?)>•-  ninth,  and  of  Burchard  la  the  tenUa,  century, 
la  one  year  8S  imudBm  ware  pcrpetraled  al  Wms. 

TOfc,  TL— • 
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was  multiplied;  that  of  homicide  might  involve  the  mas- 
sacre of  a  whole  people;  each  act  was  separately  numbered; 
and,  in  those  times  of  anarchy  and  vice,  a  modest  sinner 
might  easily  incur  a  debt  of  300  years.    His  insolvency  was 
relieved  by  a  commutation,  or  indulgence:  a  year  of  penance 
was  appreciated  at  twenty  six  solid i"  of  silver,  about  four 
pounds  sterling,  for  the  rich;  at  three  solidi,  or  nine  shil- 
lings, for  the  indigent:  and  these  alms  were  soon  appropri- 
ated to  the  use  of  the  church,  which  derived,  from  the  re- 
demption of  sins,  an  inexhaustible  source  of  opulence  and 
dominion.    A  debt  of  300  years,  or  £1,200,  was  enough  to 
impoverish  a  plentiful  fortune:  the  scarcity  of  gold  and  sil- 
ver was  supplied  by  the  alienation  of  land ;  and  the  princely 
donations  of  Pepin  and  Charlemagne  are  expressly  given  for 
the  remedy  of  their  soul.    It  is  a  maxim  of  the  civil  law, 
that  whosoever  cannot  pay  with  his  purse,  must  pay  with 
his  body;  and  the  practice  of  flagellation  was  adopted  by 
the  monks,  a  cheap,  though  painful,  equivalent.     By  a 
fantastic  arithmetic,  a  year  of  penance  was  taxed  at  3,0CM) 
lashes;*'  and  such  was  the  skill  and  patience  of  a  famous 
hermit,  St.  Dominic  of  the  Iron  Cuirass,**  that  in  six  da.ys 
he  could  discharge  an  entire  century,  by  a  whipping  of 
300,000  stripes.    His  example  was  followed  by  many  peni- 
tents of  both  scxe.s;  and,  as  a  vicarious  sacrifice  was  ac- 
cepted, a  sturdy  disciplinarian  might  expiate  on  his  own 
back  the  sins  of  his  benefactors.**    These  compensations 
of  the  purse  and  the  person  introduced,  in  the  eleventh 

*  nil  the  zllth  eentitry.  we  may  support  the  clew  account  of  xii.  denarii, 

or  pencp,  lo  thn  snlidua,  or  shilling;  and  xx.  solidi  to  the  pound  weight  of  silver, 
about  the  pouud  sterling.  Our  money  is  diminished  to  a  third,  and  the  French 
to  a  flftieih,  of  this  prlmftiTe  etandard. 

"  Each  cetitiiry  of  liushos  wan  RAnctified  with  the  recital  of  a  psalm;  and  the 
whole  Psalter,  with  the  accompaniment  of  15,000  stnpee,  was  equiralent  to  five 
jean. 

'*  The  Life  and  Achirvcmcnts  of  St.  Dominic  Tyoricatus  was  composed  by 
his  friend  and  admirer,  Peter  Damianua.  Fleury,  Hist  Ecdes.  xiii.  d6.  Baron. 
▲.D.  1066,  No.  V.  who  obeerree,  from  Damiairaa.  how  fashionable,  eren  among 
Jadies  of  quality  (.siililimi.'*  goneri.s),  this  eniation  (purpaloril  genus)  was  grown. 

**  At  a  quarter  or  even  half  a  real  a  laaht  Sancho  Panea  was  a  cheaper,  and 
poeeiblj  not  a  man  diahoneat,  worfanan.  I  remember  in  Fire  Label  (Voy  eo 
ItaUe,  Tfi.  le)  a  rtrj  lirety  pietuie  ol  the  MaHly  off  cue  of  ttiaae  arliiti. 
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MBlny,  a  mare  lioiumble  mode  of  BAtnfMtioii,  Tbd  nerit 
&t  naUtary  senrioe  against  the  Saracens  of  Africa  and  Spain 
had  bean  allowed  bj  the  predeeeesois  ci  Urban  the  Seoond. 
In  the  oonnofl  of  Clennont,  thai  pope  proclaimed  a  phna/ry 
imtbUgenee  to  those  who  should  enlist  under  the  banner  of 
llie  cross;  the  absolution  of  all  their  sins,  and  a  fall  receipt 
for  all  that  might  be  dne  of  canonical  penance.'*  The  cold 
philosophy  of  modem  times  is  incapable  of  feeling  the  im- 
pression that  was  made  on  a  sinful  and  fanatic  world.  At 
the  voice  of  their  pastor,  the  robber,  the  incendiary,  the  homi- 
cide, arose  by  thousands  to  redeem  their  souk,  by  repeating 
on  the  infidels  the  same  deeds  which  they  had  exercised 
against  their  Christian  bretiiren;  and  the  terms  of  atone- 
ment were  eagerly  embraced  by  offenders  of  erery  rank 
and  denomination.  None  were  pure;  none  were  exempt 
from  the  guilt  and  penal^  of  sin;  and  those  who  were  (he 
least  amenable  to  ^  justice  of  God  and  the  chureh  were 
the  best  entitled  to  the  temporal  and  eternal  recompense  of 
tli^ir  pious  courage.  If  they  fell,  the  spirit  of  the  Latin 
clergy  did  not  hesitate  to  adorn  their  tomb  with  the  crown 
of  martyrdom;"  and  should  they  survive,  they  could  expect 
without  impatience  the  delay  and  increase  of  their  heavenly 
reward.  They  offered  their  blood  to  the  Son  of  God,  who 
had  laid  clown  his  life  for  their  salvation:  they  took  up  the 
cross,  and  entered  with  confidence  into  the  way  of  the  Lord, 
nis  providence  would  watch  over  their  safety;  perhaps  his 
visible  and  miraculous  power  would  smooth  the  difficulties 
o^  tlieir  holy  enterprise.  The  cloud  and  pillar  of  Jehovah 
had  marched  before  the  Israelites  into  the  promised  land. 
Might  not  the  Christians  more  reasonaldy  hope  that  the 
rivers  would  open  for  their  passage;  that  the  walls  of  the 


"  Qiiicunqno  pro  pnla  dovo'ione,  non  pro  honoris  vel  pecuoue  adeptione,  ad 
libcruudum  eccle^^mrii  Dei  Jenisuietn  prufectus  fuerit,  iter  ilfaid  pro  omni  poai* 
tentia  repuletur.  Cunun.  Concil.  ClaromoDt  U.  829.  Guibert  atjlm  H  novum 
BaltltiH  frenufl  (p.  471),  and     ahnosi  philoHophical  on  the  subject. 

*^  Such  at  least  wan  Uio  belief  of  ihc  cru<;i(i(  rH,  and  such  is  the  uniform 
of  the  historians  (Esprit  des  Croiaadee,  in.  47  7);  but  the  prayers  for  the  repoM 
of  (iMir  tools,  is  inoonsistent  in  onhodox  theology  with  the  morits  of  nmrtyrdon. 
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Strongest  cities  would  fall  at  the  sound  of  their  trumpeta-, 
and  that  the  sun  would  be  arrested  in  his  mid -career,  to 
allow  them  time  for  the  destruction  of  the  infidels? 

Of  the  chiefs  and  soldiers  who  marched  to  the  holy 
sepulchre,  I  will  dare  to  affirm,  that  all  were  prompted 
by  the  spirit  of  enthusiasm;  the  belief  of  merit,  the  hope 
of  reward,  and  the  assurance  of  divine  aid.  But  I  am 
equally  persuaded,  that  in  many  it  was  not  the  sole,  that 
in  some  it  was  not  the  leading,  principle  of  action.  The 
use  and  abuse  of  religion  are  feeble  to  stem,  they  are  strong 
and  irresistible  to  impel,  the  stream  of  national  manners. 
Against  the  private  wars  of  the  Barbarians,  their  bloody 
tournaments,  licentious  loves,  and  judicial  duels,  the  popes 
and  synods  might  ineffectually  thunder.  It  is  a  more  easy 
task  to  provoke  the  metaphysical  disputes  of  the  Greeks,  to 
driye  into  the  cloister  the  victims  of  anarchy  or  dsspotismi 
to  sanctify  the  patience  ot  slavee  and  oowardSi  or  to  assume 
the  merit  of  the  homanitj  and  benevolence  of  modern  Chris- 
tians. War  and  exercise  were  the  reigning  passions  of  the 
Franks  or  Latins;  they  were  enjoined,  as  a  penance,  to 
gratify  those  passions,  to  yisit  distant  lands,  and  to  draw 
their  swords  against  the  nations  of  the  East.  Their  vic- 
tory, or  even  their  attempt,  would  immortalise  the  names 
of  the  intrepid  heroes  of  the  cross;  and  the  purest  pietjr 
could  not  be  insensible  to  the  most  splendid^  prospect  of 
military  glory.  In  the  petty  quarrels  of  Europe,  they  shed 
the  blood  of  their  friends  and  countrymen,  for  the  acqui- 
sition perhaps  of  a  castle  or  a  village.  They  could  march 
with  alacrity  against  the  distant  and  hostile  nations  who 
were  devoted  to  their  arms:  their  fancy  already  grasped 
the  golden  sceptres  of  Asia;  and  the  conquest  of  Apulia 
and  Sicily  by  the  Normans  might  exalt  to  royalty  the  hopes 
of  the  most  private  adventurer.  Christendom,  in  her  rudest 
state,  must  have  yielded  to  the  climate  and  cultivation  of 
the  Mahometan  countries;  and  their  natoral  and  artificial 
wealth  had  been  magnified  by  the  tales  of  pilgrims,  and  the 
gifts  of  an  imperfect  commerce.   The  vulgar,  both  the  great 
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were  taught  to  believe  every  ivoiider— of  lands 
flowing  witk  ndlk  and  honey,  of  mines  and  treasnies,  of 
gold  and  diamonds,  of  palaces  of  marble  and  jasper,  and 
of  odoriferons  groves  of  cinnamon  and  frankincense.  In 
this  earthly  paradise,  each  warrior  depended  on  his  sword 
to  carve  a  plenteous  and  honorable  establishment,  which  he 
measured  only  by  the  extent  of  his  wishes.**  Their  vassals 
and  soldiers  trusted  their  fortunes  to  God  and  their  mauter: 
the  spoils  of  a  Turkish  emir  might  enrich  the  meanest  fol« 
lower  of  the  camp;  and  the  flavor  of  the  wines,  the  beauty 
of  the  Grecian  women,**  were  temptations  more  adapted  to 
the  nature,  than  to  the  profession,  of  the  champions  of  the 
cross.  The  love  of  freedom  was  a  powerful  incitement  to 
the  multitudes  who  were  oppressed  by  feudal  or  ecclesias* 
tical  tyranny.  Under  this  holy  sign  the  peasants  and  buigh- 
ers,  who  were  attached  to  the  servitude  ci  the  glebe,  might 
escape  from  a  haughty  lord,  and  transplant  themselves  and 
their  families  to  a  land  of  liberty.  The  monk  might  release 
himself  from  the  discipline  of  his  convent;  the  debtor  might 
suspend  Ihe  accumulation  of  usury,  and  the  pursuit  of  his 
creditors;  and  outlaws  and  malefactors  of  every  caste  might 
continue  to  brave  the  laws  and  elude  the  punishment  of  their 
crimes.  •• 

These  motives  were  potent  and  numerous:  when  we  have 
singly  computed  their  weight  on  the  mind  of  each  individ- 
ual, we  must  add  the  infinite  series,  the  multiplying  powers 
of  example  and  fashion.  The  first  proselytes  became  the 
warmest  and  most  effectual  missionaries  of  the  cross:  among 
their  friends  and  countr3^men  they  preached  the  duty,  the 

*•  The  flame  hopes  were  dicplaved  in  the  letterB  of  the  advontnrers  ad  &xd- 
mandos  qui  in  Francia  rcaidemnt.  Hugh  de  Reiteste  could  boaat  lhat  his  share 
smovntM  to<MM  abbey  and  ten  caslies,  of  the  yearly  valin  of  l.BM  mfta,  and 
that  lie  shoald  acqnim  «  hmidred  «Mtiw  by  (he  conqiMBt  of  Aleppo  <Onlbert; 

p.  654). 

In  hip  ^nuine  or  fictitious  letter  to  tlie  count  of  Flanders,  Alexins  mfagloa 
with  the  (laiii?er  of  the  church,  and  the  rdicH  of  saints,  the  auri  et  argcntf  amor, 
and  pulcherriinarun)  fceminanim  volnptiis  (p.  476);  as  if,  says  the  indignant 
Gnibert,  the  Greek  women  were  liandHomer  than  those  of  Prance. 

See  the  privileges  of  the  Cfrucesignati,  freedom  from  debt,  usury,  injury, 
Mcular  Jtiattoe,  ete.   The  pope  wai  Ibeir  peipetual  gnardian  (Ducnfa^  M.  f»l). 
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merit,  and  the  recompense,  of  their  holy  vow;  and  the  most 
reluctant  hearers  were  insensibly  drawn  within  the  whirlpool 
of  persuasi(jn  and  authority.  The  martial  youths  were  fired 
by  the  reproach  or  suspicion  of  cowardice;  the  opportunity 
of  visiting  with  an  army  the  sepulchre  of  Christ  was  em- 
braced by  the  old  and  infirm,  by  women  and  children,  who 
consulted  rather  their  zeal  than  their  strength;  and  those 
who,- in  the  evening,  had  derided  the  folly  of  their  compan- 
ions were  the  most  eager,  the  ensuing  day,  to  tread  in  their 
footsteps.  The  ignorance  which  magnified  the  hopes,  dimin- 
ished the  perils,  of  the  enterprise.  Since  the  Turkish  con- 
quest, the  paths  of  pilgrimage  were  obliterated;  the  chiefs 
themselves  had  an  imperfect  notion  of  the  length  of  the  way 
and  the  state  of  their  enemies;  and  such  was  the  stupidity  of 
the  people,  tliat,  at  the  sight  of  the  first  city  or  castle  be- 
yond the  limits  of  their  knowledge,  they  were  ready  to  ask 
whether  that  was  not  the  Jerusalem,  the  term  and  object  of 
their  labors.  Yet  the  more  prudent  of  the  crusaders,  who  were 
not  sure  that  they  should  be  fed  from  heaven  with  a  shower 
of  quails  or  manna,  provided  themselves  with  those  precious 
metals,  wliich,  in  every  country'-,  are  the  representatives  of 
every  commodity.  To  defray,  according  to  their  rank,  the 
expenses  of  the  road,  princes  alienated  their  provinces,  no- 
bles their  lands  and  castles,  peasants  their  cattle  and  the 
instruments  of  husbandry.  The  value  of  property  was  de- 
preciated bj  the  eager  competition  of  multitudes;  while  the 
price  of  arms  and  horses  was  raised  to  an  exorbitant  height 
by  the  wants  and  impatience  of  the  buyers."  Those  who 
remained  at  home,  with  sense  and  money,  were  enriched  by 
the  epidenuGal  disease:  the  sovereigns  acquired  at  a  cheap 
rate  the  domains  of  their  yassals;  and  the  ecclesiastical  pur. 
ohasera  completed  the  payment  by  the  assurance  of  their 
prayers.    The  cross,  which  was  commonly  sewed  on  the 


Ouibert  (p.  481)  paints  in  lively  colon  tiito  general  eraotkm.    Ho  WMOoe 

of  the  fow  rontompnrRrie«  who  had  geniun  enough  ro  fool  the  astoniflhinp  scenes 
that  were  passing  before  thoir  eyes.    Erat  iiaque  videre  miraoulum  caro  omnea 
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garment,  in  cloth  or  silk,  was  inscribed  by  some  zealots 
on  their  skin:  a  hot  iron,  or  indelible  liquor,  was  applied 
to  perpetuate  the  mark;  and  a  crafty  monk,  who  showed 
the  miraculous  impression  on  his  breast,  was  repaid  with  the 
popular  veneration  and  the  richest  benefices  of  Palestine. ** 
The  fifteenth  of  August  had  been  fixed  in  tiie  council 
of  Clermont  for  the  departure  of  the  pilgrims:  but  the  day 
was  anticipated  by  the  thoughtless  and  needy  crowd  of  ple- 
beians; and  I  shall  briefly  despatch  the  calamities  which 
they  inflicted  and  suffcrtid,  before  I  enter  on  the  more  se- 
rious and  successful  enterprise  of  the  chiefs.  Early  in  the 
spring  (a. I).  1096,  March,  May,  etc.),  from  the  confines  of 
France  and  Lorraine,  above  60,000  of  tlie  populace  of  both 
sexes  flocked  round  the  first  missionary  of  the  crusade,  and 
pressed  him  with  clamorous  importunity  to  lead  them  to  the 
holy  sepulchre.  The  hermit,  assuming  the  character,  with- 
out the  talents  or  authority,  of  a  general,  impelled  or  obeyed 
the  forward  impulse  of  his  votaries  along  the  banks  of  the 
Rhine  and  Danube.  Their  wants  and  numbers  soon  com- 
pelled them  to  separate,  and  his  lieutenant,  Walter  the 
Penniless,  a  valiant  though  needy  soldier,  conducted  a 
vanguard  of  pilgrims,  whose  condition  may  be  determined 
from  the  proportion  of  eight  horsemen  to  15,000  foot.  Tlie 
example  and  footsteps  of  Peter  were  closely  pursued  by  an- 
other fanatic,  the  monk  Godescal,  whose  sermons  had  swept 
away  15,000  or  20,000  peasants  from  the  villages  of  Germany. 
Their  rear  was  again  pressed  by  a  herd  of  200,000,  the  most 
Btupid  and  savage  refuse  of  the  people,  who  mingled  with 
their  devotion  a  brutal  license  of  rapine  and  drunkenness. 
Some  counts  and  gentlemen,  at  the  head  of  8,000  horse,  at- 
tended the  motions  of  the  multitude  to  partake  in  the  spoil: 
but  thmr  genuine  leaders  (may  we  credit  such  folly?)  were 
a  gooee  and  a  goat,  who  were  oarried  in  the  front,  and  to 
whom  these  worthy  Chhatiana  ascribed  an  infusion  of  the 


*  Some  iustancee  of  these  ttigmcUa  are  given  in  the  Esprit  des  Croisades  (iii. 
lis,  •le.)lRim  Mttiom  whom  I  have  not  Men. 
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divine  spirit. **  Of  these,  and  of  other  bands  of  enthusiasts, 
the  first  and  most  easy  warfare  was  against  the  Jews,  the 
murderers  of  the  Sou  of  God.  lu  the  trading  cities  of  the 
Moselle  and  the  Rhine,  their  colonies  were  numerous  and 
rich;  and  they  enjoyed,  under  the  protection  of  the  emperor 
and  the  bishops,  the  free  exercise  of  their  religion.**  At 
Verdun,  Treves,  Mentz,  Spires,  Worms,  many  thousands 
of  that  unhappy  people  were  pi]laL';e(l  and  massacred:**  nf^r 
had  they  felt  a  more  bloody  stroke  since  the  persecutiou 
of  Hndrian.  A  remnant  was  saved  hy  the  firmness  of  their 
bishops,  who  accepted  a  feigned  and  transient  conversion; 
but  the  more  obstinate  Jews  who  opposed  their  fanaticism 
to  the  fanaticism  of  the  Cliristians,  barricaded  their  houses, 
and,  precipitating  themselves,  their  families,  and  their 
wealth,  into  the  rivers  or  the  flames,  disappointed  the 
malice,  or  at  least  the  avarice,  of  their  implacable  foes. 

Between  tho  frontiers  of  Austria  and  the  seat  of  the 
Byzantine  monarchy,  the  crusaders  were  compelled  to  trav- 
erse an  interval  of  six  hundred  miles;  the  wild  and  desolate 
countries  of  Ilungary"  and  Bulgaria.  The  soil  is  fruitful, 
and  intersected  with  rivers;  but  it  w;^s  then  covered  with 
morasses  and  forests,  which  spread  to  a  boundless  extent 
whenever  man  has  ceased  to  exercise  his  dominion  over  the 
earth.  Both  nations  had  imbibed  the  rudiments  of  Chris- 
tianity; the  Hungarians  were  ruled  by  their  native  princes; 

FuH  et  aliad  acelm  deteetabile  in  hao  oongrogatione  pedestris  populi  stuM 
ot  vo>i;iiiijL'  loviUitis,  ari^screm  queodaOl  divino  Hpirilu  a.s.serebunt  HfUntum,  ei 
capeliam  non  minus  eodum  repletam,  et  has  sibi  duces  secundie  vitt  tecenuLt, 
etc.  (Albert  Aquensis,  L  i.  c.  31.  p.  196).  Had  these  peasants  founded  aa 
empire,  Ihej  might  have  iuiroJuccd,  as  in  K^rypt,  the  v  ship  of  unimala, 
which  their  philooophio  deacendaatB  would  have  gloMed  OTer  with  aome  ipe- 
cious  and  subtle  allegoiy. 

^  Bcujaniiu  of  Tudela  describes  the  state  of  his  Jewish  brethren  from  Cologne 
along  tbe  Rhine  r  thor  wore  rich,  generous,  learned,  hospitable,  and  brod  id  the 
eager  hope  of  the  Messitth  (Voy.  i.  243,  par  Baruiit  r).  In  70  years  (he  wrote 
•bout  A  II.  lltO)  they  had  recovered  from  these  musnacres. 

"  Those  maHoaem  and  depredaiiouA  on  tho  Jews,  which  were  renewed  at 
each  crusade,  are  eooUy  related.  Il  is  true  tlmt  v^L  Beriumi  (epi.Hl.  363,  i.  329) 
adtnonishoK  the  Oriental  Frank;),  non  sunt  porsequeudi  Jud«ei,  non  mini  InMl* 
dandi.    Tlio  contriiry  <lorMriiif  had  Ix'en  prcjK  ln  d  Ity  u  rim!  monk. 

**  Contemporary  deHchpiioti  of  Hungary  in  Otiio  of  Friningeu,  1.  ii.  c.  31,  in 
ICiiatori,  Scrips  Bet.  Ital.  vi.  666. 


Digitized  by  Google 


OF  THE  ROMAIC  SMFIBE  38 

the  Bulgarians  by  a  lieutenant  of  the  Greek  emperor;  but, 
on  the  slightest  provocation,  their  ferocious  nature  was  re- 
kindled, and  ample  provocation  was  afforded  by  the  disor- 
ders of  the  first  pilgrims.  Agriculture  must  have  been 
unskilful  and  languid  among  a  people  whose  cities  were 
built  of  reeds  and  timber,  which  were  deserted  in  the  sum- 
mer season  for  the  tents  of  hunters  and  shepherds.  A 
scanty  supply  of  provisions  was  rudely  demanded,  forci- 
bly seized,  and  greedily  consumed;  and  on  the  first  quar- 
rel the  crusaders  gave  a  loose  to  indignation  and  revenge. 
But  their  ignorance  of  the  country,  of  war,  and  discipline, 
exposed  them  to  every  snare.  The  Greek  prefect  of  Bul- 
garia commanded  a  regular  force;  at  the  trumpet  of  the 
Hungarian  king,  the  eighth  or  the  tenth  of  his  martial 
subjects  bent  their  bows  and  mounted  on  horseback;  their 
policy  was  insidious,  and  their  retaliation  on  these  pious 
robbers  was  unrelenting  and  bloody."  About  a  third  of 
the  naked  fugitives,  and  the  hermit  Peter  was  of  the  num- 
ber, escaped  to  the  Thracian  Mountains;  and  the  emperor, 
who  respected  the  pilgrimage  and  succor  of  the  Latins, 
conducted  them  by  secure  and  easy  journeys  to  Constan- 
tinople, and  advised  them  to  await  the  arrival  of  their 
brethren.  For  a  while  they  remembered  their  faults  and 
losses;  but  no  sooner  were  they  revived  by  the  hospitable 
entertainment  than  their  venom  was  again  inflamed;  they 
stung  their  benefactor,  and  neither  gardens,  nor  palaces,  nor 
churches,  were  safe  from  their  depredations.  For  his  own 
safety,  Alexius  allured  them  to  pass  over  to  the  Asiatic  side 
of  the  Bosphorus;  but  their  blind  impetuosity  soon  urged 
them  to  desert  the  station  which  he  had  assigned,  and  to 
rush  headlong  against  the  Tuks,  who  occupied  the  road  of 
Jerusalem.   The  hennit,  coiiBcioos  of  hie  shame,  had  with* 


**  The  old  Hungan&ns,  without  excepting  Turolzius.  are  ill  informed  of  the 
flnt  cniBade,  which  they  iDvolve  in  a  single  passage.  Katona,  like  oureelvee, 
eu  onlf  quote  the  writers  of  France;  but  ho  compares  with  locnl  science  the 
•ocient  and  modern  geography.  Ante  portam  Cyperon,  is  Sopron  or  Poson; 
MalUmUat  Zemlin ;  Fhtvitu  Marot,  Savus ;  Ltntoz,  Lmib ;  Meaebroch,  or  Jferw* 
tafy,  OuAT,  or  Momo;  IWMiirf,  Pngg (da  BcgUim  HniifKte,  ill.  19-S8>. 
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drawn  from  the  camp  to  Constantinople;  and  hig  lieutenant, 
Walter  the  Penniless,  who  was  worthy  of  a  better  commandi 
attempted  without  success  to  introduce  some  order  and  pru- 
dence among  the  herd  of  savages.  They  separated  in  quest 
of  prey,  and  themselves  fell  an  easy  pray  to  the  arts  of  the 
sultan.  By  a  rumor  that  their  foremost  companions  were 
rioting  in  the  spoils  of  his  capital,  Soli  man  tempted  the  nudn 
body  to  descend  into  the  plain  of  Nice;  they  were  over- 
whelmed by  the  Turkish  arrows;  and  a  pyramid  of  bones" 
informed  their  companions  of  the  place  d  their  defeat.  Of 
the  first  crusaders,  800,000  had  already  perished,  belora  a 
single  city  was  rescued  from  the  infidels,  before  their  graver 
and  more  noble  brethren  had  eompieted  the  preparations 
of  their  enterprise." 

None  of  the  great  soyereigns  of  Borope  embarked  their 
persons  in  the  first  crusade.  The  emperor  Henry  the  Fourth 
was  not  disposed  to  obey  the  summons  of  the  pope ;  Philip 
the  First  of  France  was  ceoopied  by  his  pleasures,  William 
Bufns  of  England  by  a  recent  oonqnest;  the  kings  of  Spain 
were  engaged  in  a  domestic  war  against  the  Moors;  and  the 
nortihem  monarchs  of  Scotland,  Denmark,*  Sweden,  and 
Poland,  were  yet  strangers  to  tiie  passions  and  inteiesta  of 
the  Sonth.  The  religions  ardor  was  more  strongly  felt  by 
the  princes  of  the  second  order,  who  held  an  important  place 
in  the  feudal  system.  Their  sitoation  will  naturally  cast 
vnder  four  distinct  heads  Hie  leriew  of  their  names  and 
characters;  but  I  may  escape  some  needless  repetition,  by 
observing  at  once,  that  conrage  and  tiie  exercise  of  arms 
are  the  common  attribute  of  these  Christian  adventurers. 
I.  The  first  rank  both  in  war  and  council  is  justly  due  to 
Godfrey  of  Bouillon;  and  happy  would  it  have  been  for  the 

*  Anna  Comuena  (Alexiad.  1.  x.  287)  deHCTilM>f«  this  ocrrwr  coAMm  as  a  mountain 

i^^Kov  *«<  Kot  vAorof  a{ioAoT«*Taroi'.     iu  lllO  Siege  ol  KlCO,  HUCh  WOTO  USed  bj 

the  Pranks  themnelves  as  the  materieb  of  a  watt. 
See  table  on  followinp  patr**. 

•  The  author  of  the  FIsprii  des  Croisadea  has  doubted,  and  mipht  have  dia- 
iNMered,  tt»  cniaade  and  traffic  death  of  prince  Sueno,  with  1.500  or  I6,00f 
Danes,  who  was  cut  of!  hv  Sultan  SoUnuMi  ia  Oappadooia,  iMit  wlio  Still  Wfm  la 
the  poem  of  Taaeo  (ir.  111-116). 
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cru8adei8»  if  they  had  trusted  themselves  to  the  sole  conduct 
of  that  aocomplisbed  hero,  a  worthy  representative  of  Charle- 
magne, from  whom  he  waa  descended  in  the  female  line. 
His  father  was  of  the  noble  race  of  the  counts  of  Boulogne: 
Brabant,  the  lower  province  of  Lorraine/'  was  the  inhen* 
tance  of  his  mother;  and,  by  the  emperor's  bounty,  he  was 
himself  invested  with  that  ducal  title,  which  has  been  im- 
properly transferred  to  his  lordship  of  Bouillon  in  the  Ar 
dennes."  In  the  service  of  Henry  the  Fourth,  he  bore  the 
great  standard  of  the  empire,  and  pierced  with  his  lanoe 
the  breast  of  Rodolph,  the  rebel  king:  Godfrey  was  the 
first  who  ascended  the  walls  of  Borne;  and  his  sickness, 
his  vow,  perhaps  his  remoise  for  bearing  arms  against  the 
pope,  confirmed  an  early  resolution  of  visiting  the  holy 
sepulchre,  not  as  a  pilgrim,  bat  a  deliverer.  His  valor 
was  matured  by  prudence  and  moderation;  his  piety,  though 
blind,  was  sincere;  and,  in  the  tumult  of  a  camp,  he  prac- 
ticed the  real  and  fictitious  virtues  of  a  convent.  Superior 
to  the  private  factions  of  the  chiefs,  he  reserved  his  enmity 
for  the  enemies  of  Christ;  and  though  he  gained  a  kingdom 
by  the  attempt,  his  pure  and  disinterested  seal  was  acknowl- 
edge by  his  rivals.  Godfrey  of  Bouillon*'  was  accompanied 
by  his  two  brothers,  by  Eustace  the  elder,  who  had  suc- 
ceeded to  the  county  of  Boologne,  and  by  the  yonnger, 
Baldwin,  a  character  of  more  ambiguous  virtue.  The  duke 
of  Lorraine  was  alike  celebrated  on  either  side  of  the  Bhine: 
from  bis  birth  and  education  he  was  equally  conversant  with 
the  French  and  Teutonic  languages:  the  barons  of  France, 
Germany,  and  Lorraine,  assembled  their  vassals;  and  the 
confederate  force  that  marched  under  his  banner  was  com- 


^  The  fragments  of  the  kingdoms  of  Lolharingia.  or  Lorraine,  were  broken 
into  the  two  dtichies  of  the  Moselle  and  of  iho  Meusc;  the  first  has  pronorved 
its  name,  which  m  the  latter  has  been  changed  iuio  ihat  oi  Brabant  (Vales. 
Notit.  Gall  p.  283). 

^*  DescripTinn  of  Prance,  by  the  Abbe  de  Lonpuerue-  the  articles  of  Bouloijtif. 
part  i.  54;  Brabant,  part  ii.  47;  BouMon,  ^.  134.  On  his  departure,  Godlrey 
sold  or  pawned  Bouillon  to  the  church  for  1,306  nmrks. 

Family  character  of  Godfrey,  in  William  of  Tyre,  I.  ii.  c.  5-8;  his  previous 
design  m  Guibert  (p.  486^  hie  sickness  aud  vow,  m  Bernard.  Theaeur.  (c  78). 
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posed  of  80,000  foot  and  about  10,000  horse.  II.  In  tb« 
parliament  that  was  held  at  Paris,  in  the  king's  presence, 
about  two  months  after  the  oounoil  o£  Clermont^  Hvgli,  oomii 
of  Vermandob,  wae  the  mosi  conspicnoos  of  the  prineeB  who 
assumed  the  cross.  But  the  appellation  of  the  great  was  ap- 
plied, not  so  much  to  his  merit  or  possessions  (though  nei- 
ther  was  contemptible),  as  to  the  royal  birth  of  the  brother 
of  the  king  of  France."  Robert,  doke  of  Normandy,  was  the 
eldest  son  of  William  the  Conqueror;  but  on  his  father's 
death  he  was  deprived  of  the  kingdom  of  England,  by  his 
own  indolence  and  the  activity  of  hia  brother  Bufus.  The 
worth  of  Bobert  was  degraded  by  an  excessive  levity  and 
easineea  of  tempw:  hia  cheerfnlness  seduced  him  to  the  in- 
dtlgenee  <^  pleasure;  his  profuse  liberality  impoverished 
the  prinee  and  people;  his  indiscriminate  clemency  multi- 
plied the  Bunbor  of  offenders;  and  the  amiable  qualities  of 
a  private  man  became  the  essential  defects  isi  a  sovereign. 
For  the  trifling  sum  of  10,000  marks  he  mor^aged  Nor- 
mandy during  his  absence  to  the  Bnglish  usurper;^  but  his 
engagement  and  behavior  in  the  holy  war  announced  in 
Bobert  a  reformation  of  manners,  and  restored  him  is  some 
degree  to  the  public  esteem.  Another  Bobert  was  count  of 
Flanders,  a  royal  province,  which,  in  this  century,  gave 
three  queens  to  the  thKmes  of  France,  Bngland,  and  Den- 
mark: he  was  sumamed  the  sword  and  lance  of  the  Chris- 
tians; but  in  the  exploits  of  a  soldier  he  sometimes  forgot 
the  duties  <^  a  general.  Stephen,  count  of  Chartres,  of  Blois, 
and  of  Troyes,  was  one  of  the  richest  princes  of  the  age; 
and  the  number  of  hia  caatles  has  been  compared  to  the  866 
days  of  the  year.   His  mind  was  improved  by  literature; 


**  Anna  romnnTia  mjpposM  thnt  Hugh  was  protid  of  his  nobility,  richen,  and 
power  (1.  X.  288):  t}ie  la^^t  two  artiHoii  appear  more  equivocal;  but  an  «vy«*«t«, 
Whidl  TOO  years  ago  wuh  faniouM  iii  the  pdaoe  Of  OoilttantillO|ll«^  AtlMlB  the 
MICtent  dfpnity  of  the  Capctian  furnily  of  France. 

**  Will.  Gemeiiceusia,  1.  rii.  c.  l\  pp.  6Ti,  673,  in  Camden.  Normanicis.  He 
Pawned  the  dudqr  for  one  Inradredth  part  of  the  pro-cnt  yearly  rfvenuo.  Ten 
thou!*and  marks  may  b«*  equal  to  500,000  livr^s,  and  Norm  indy  aoiMMdlj  yields 
61,000,000  to  the  king  (Necker,  Admio.  dee  FinaBceB,  i.  1^1). 


Digitized  by  Google 


88  THE  DECLINE  AHD  FALL 


a&d  in  the  oonnoil  of  the  chiefs,  the  eloquent  Stephen^  waa 
chosen  to  dieohurge  the  office  of  their  president  These  four 
were  the  principal  leaders  of  the  French,  the  Normans,  and 
the  pilgrims  of  the  British  isles:  bat  the  list  of  the  barons 
who  were  possessed  of  three  or  fonr  towns  wonid  exceed, 
says  a  contemporarj,  the  catalogue  of  the  Trojan  war.*' 
III.  In  the  south  of  France,  the  command  was  assumed 
by  Adhemar,  bishop  of  Puy,  the  pope's  legate,  and  by 
Raymond,  count  of  St.  Giles  and  Thoulouse,  who  added 
the  prouder  titles  of  duke  of  Narbonne  and  marquis  of 
Provence.  The  former  was  a  respectable  prelate,  alike 
qualified  for  this  world  and  the  next.  The  latter  was  a 
veteran  warrior,  who  had  fought  against  the  Saracens  of 
Spain,  and  who  consecrated  his  declining  age,  not  only 
to  the  deliverance,  but  to  the  perpetual  service,  of  the 
holy  sepulchre.  His  experience  and  riches  gave  him  a 
strong  ascendant  in  the  Christian  camp,  whose  distress  he 
was  often  able,  and  sometimes  willing,  to  relieve.  But  it 
was  easier  for  him  to  extort  the  praise  of  the  infidels  than 
to  preserve  the  love  of  his  subjects  and  associates.  His  emi- 
nent qualities  were  clouded  by  a  temper  haughty,  envious, 
and  obstinate;  and  though  he  resigned  an  ample  patrimony 
for  the  cause  of  God,  his  piety,  in  the  public  opinion,  was 
not  exempt  from  avarice  and  ambition.**  A  mercantile, 
rather  than  a  martial  spirit,  prevailed  among  his  Provin- 
cials,** a  common  Game,  which  included  the  natives  of  Au- 
vergne  and  Languedoc,^  the  vassals  of  the  kingdom  of  Bur- 

**  His  original  letter  to  his  wife  is  inserted  in  the  Spicitoginm  of  Dom.  Liiei 
d'Acheri,  iv. ,  and  quoted  in  Iho  Esprit  dea  Croisades  i.  63. 

^  Unius  cnim.  dudm,  trium  seu  quatuor  oppidorum  domiuos  quia  numeretT 
quorum  tanta  fuit  copia,  ut  non  vix  totMem  Trojan*  obaidio  cocghae  putetur. 
(Bver  the  hvely  and  interesting  Guibert,  p  4B6.) 

It  is  singular  enough  that  liayroond  of  Si.  Giles,  a  second  character  in  the 
genuine  history  of  the  crusade,  should  shine  as  the  first  of  heroes  in  the  writii^ 
of  the  Greeks  (Anna  Oomnen.  Alexiad,  1.  x.  xu)  and  the  Aimbiaoa  (Looguani* 
ana.  p.  129). 

*»  Omnea  de  BuiiguiidUli»  et  Alvemli,  et  VasconiA,  et  Gothi  (of  Lanffuedoe)^ 
provinciales  appellnbantur,  cseteri  vcm  Francigense  et  hoc  in  exarcilUi  inter 
hoates  autem  Franci  dicebantur.    Kayuiond  dea  Agilea,  p.  144. 

■*  The  town  of  hia  birth,  or  Ant  appanage,  waa  oonaecrated  to  St.  iEgidiua, 
wbote  naoM^  as  eerij    the  Am  eniMide^  wu  eocrnpled  hjr  the  Fundi  Into  flk 
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gandy  or  Aries.  From  the  adjacent  frontier  of  Spain  he 
drew  a  band  of  hardy  adventurers;  as  he  marched  through 
Lombardy,  a  crowd  of  Italians  flocked  to  his  standard,  and 
his  nnited  force  consisted  of  KX),(XX)  horse  and  foot.  If 
Baymond  was  the  first  to  enlist  and  the  last  to  depart,  the 
delay  may  be  excused  by  the  greatness  of  his  preparation 
and  the  promise  of  an  everlasting  farewell.  IV.  The  name 
of  Bohemond,  the  son  of  Robert  Guiscard,  was  already  fa- 
mous by  his  double  victory  over  the  Greek  emperor:  but 
his  father's  will  had  reduced  him  to  the  principality  of 
Tarentum,  and  the  remembrance  of  his  Eastern  trophies, 
till  he  was  awakened  by  the  rumor  and  passage  of  the 
French  pilgrims.  It  is  in  the  person  of  this  Norman  chief 
that  we  may  seek  for  the  ooolest  policy  and  ambition  wHli 
a  Bmall  alloy  of  religious  fanaticism.  His  conduct  may 
justify  a  belief  that  he  had  secretly  directed  the  design  of 
the  pope,  which  he  affected  to  seocmd  with  astonishment  and 
zeal:  at  the  siege  of  Amalfi,  his  example  and  discourse  in- 
flamed the  pasflions  of  a  confederate  army;  he  instantly  tore 
his  gavment  to  supply  crosses  for  the  numerous  candidates, 
and  prepared  to  visit  Constantinople  and  Asia  at  the  head 
of  10,000  hone  and  20,000  foot.  Several  princes  of  the 
Horman  race  accompanied  this  veteran  general;  and  his 
cousin  Tancred"  was  the  partner,  rather  than  the  servant, 
of  the  war.  In  the  accomplished  character  of  Tancred  we 
discover  all  the  virtaes  of  a  perfect  knight,*"  the  trae  spirit 


Gillea.  or  St.  Giles.  It  is  situate  In  the  Lower  Languedoc,  between  Nidroos  and 
the  Ukone,  and  still  boasts  a  ooUegiate  church  of  (he  foundalkm  cf  Bajmood 
(llelan.  tires  d'uno  g^rande  Biblio.  ixxvii.  61). 

*'  The  mother  of  Taucred  was  Emma,  aialer  of  the  great  Robert  Guiscard ; 
Ms  father,  tb«  nsrqtite  Odo  tlie  Good.  It  is  singolar  enouf^  that  the  lismfly 
hvA  TDnntry  of  ho  illu-^trioiH  a  pt>r«f>n  shotild  be  unknowrn ;  but  Muratori  reason* 
ably  conjectures  that  he  was  an  Italian,  and  perhaps  of  the  race  of  the  outr* 
quises  of  Ifontfemt  In  Piedmont  (Script*  ^Sl). 

To  gratify  the  childi-<li  viini-y  of  tho  hnu^o  of  F-«ff ,  Tft'^so  haa  inserted  in 
his  poem,  and  in  the  flnit  crusade,  a  fabulous  hero,  the  brave  and  amorous 
Sinsldo  (x.  76,  zrfl.  6S-94).  He  might  borrow  his  name  from  a  RlnaMo,  with 
tho  Aquila  liiniica  Kutonco.  wVio  vanqtiislied,  aa  the  standard  hearer  of  the  Roman 
ehurcht  the  emperor  Frederic  L  (iiioiia  Imper.  di  ilicobaldo,  in  Murat.  Script. 
IttL  Iz.  seo.  JUioitQk  QrluAo  Ftariow^  fiL  SO).   Bul»  L  The  dlstetice  cf  Sfacly 
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of  cliiTalrjf  wbioh  inspired  the  geaerotu  sentimentB  and 
ioeial  offioiBB  of  man,  far  better  than  the  base  philosophy, 
or  the  baser  religion,  of  the  times. 

Between  the  age  of  Charlemagne  and  that  of  tbe  cru- 
sades, a  revolution  had  taken  place  among  the  Spaniards, 
the  Kormans,  and  the  French,  which  was  gradnallj  ex-  - 
tended  to  the  rest  of  Europe.  The  service  of  the  infantry 
was  degraded  to  the,  plebeians;  the  cavalry  formed  the 
strength  of  the  armies,  and  the  honorable  name  of  mileSy 
or  soldier,  was  confined  to  the  gentlemen,"  who  served  on 
horseback,  and  were  invested  with  the  character  of  knight- 
hood. The  dukas  and  counts,  who  had  usarped  the  rights 
of  sovereignty,  divided  the  provinces  among  their  faith- 
ful barons:  the  barons  distributed  among  their  vassals  the 
fiefs  or  benefices  of  their  jurisdiction;  and  these  military 
tenants,  the  peers  of  each  other  and  of  their  lord,  composed 
the  noble  or  equestrian  order,  which  disdained  to  conceive 
the  peasant  or  burgher  as  of  the  same  species  with  them- 
selves. The  dignity  of  their  birth  was  preserved  by  pure 
and  equal  alliances;  their  sons  alone,  who  could  produce 
four  quarters  or  lines  of  ancestry,  without  spot  or  reproach, 
might  legally  pretend  to  the  honor  of  knighthood;  but  a 
valiant  plebeian  was  sometimes  enriched  and  ennobled  by 
the  sword  and  became  tiie  father  of  a  new  race.  A  single 
knight  could  impart,  according  to  his  judgment,  the  charac- 
ter which  he  received;  and  the  warlike  sovereigns  of  Europe 
derived  more  glory  from  this  personal  distinction  than  from 
the  lustae  of  their  diadem.    This  ceremony,  of  which  some 


years  between  the  youth  of  the  two  Rinaldos  destroys  their  identity  2.  The 
Storia  Imperiale  i^  a  forgery  of  the  conte  Bo>ardo,  ai  the  end  of  the  xvlh  century 
(Murat.  pp.  281-2S9).  3.  Thia  Kinaldo.  and  his  exploits,  are  not  1«m  cbimerical 
than  the  hero  of  Tasso  (Murat.  Antic.  Kstense,  i.  350).  / 

"  Of  the  words  gentiUSf  gentUhamme,  yenUeman,  two  uiymologies  are  prO' 
doeed:  1.  From  the  BarlMurteas  of  the  flfih  oantury.  the  soldiers,  and  at  len^ 
the  conquerors,  of  the  Roman  empire,  who  wore  vain  of  their  foreign  nobilily; 
and  2.  From  the  sense  uf  the  civilians,  who  consider  genUlis  as  sjrnouyoious  with 
tugenuut.  Seidell  iacUaea  lo  tbe  llfit»  but  the  latter  ie  more  pure,  as  well  as 
piobablA 
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traces  may  be  found  in  Tacitus  and  the  woods  of  Gksrmany, 

was  in  its  origin  simple  and  profane;  the  candidate,  after 
some  previous  trial,  was  invested  with  the  sword  and  spurs; 
and  his  cheek  or  shoulder  was  touched  with  a  slight  blow, 
as  an  emblem  of  the  last  affront  which  it  was  lawful  for  him 
to  endure.  But  superstition  mingled  in  every  public  and 
private  action  of  life;  in  the  holy  wars,  it  sanctified  the  pro- 
fession of  arms;  and  the  order  of  chivalry  was  assimilated  in 
its  rights  and  privileges  to  the  sacred  orders  of  priesthood. 
The  bath  and  white  garment  of  the  novice  were  an  indecent 
copy  of  the  regeneration  of  baptism;  his  sword,  which  he 
offered  on  the  altar,  was  hU'ssed  by  the  ministers  of  religion; 
his  solemn  reception  was  preceded  by  fasts  and  vigils;  and 
he  waa  created  a  knight  in  the  name  of  God,  of  St.  George, 
and  of  St.  Michael  the  archangel.  He  swore  to  accomplish 
the  duties  of  his  profes?iion;  and  education,  example,  and 
the  public  opinion,  were  the  inviolable  guardians  of  his 
oath.  As  the  champion  of  God  and  the  ladies  (I  blush  to 
unite  such  discordant  names),  he  devoted  himself  to  speak 
the  truth;  to  maintain  the  right;  to  protect  the  distressed; 
to  practice  courtesy,  a  virtue  less  familiar  to  the  ancients;  to 
pursue  the  infidels;  to  despise  the  allurements  of  ease  and 
enfety;  and  to  vindicate  in  every  perilous  adventure  the 
honor  of  his  character.  The  abuse  of  the  same  spirit  pro- 
voked the  illiterate  knight  to  disdain  the  arts  of  industry 
and  peace:  to  esteem  himself  the  sole  judijc  and  avenger  of 
his  own  injuries;  and  proudly  to  neglect  the  laws  of  civil 
society,  and  military  disci })line.  Yet  the  benetits  of  this 
institution,  t<:>  refine  the  temper  of  Barbarians,  and  to  in- 
fuse some  principles  of  faith,  justice,  and  humanity,  were 
strongly  felt,  and  have  been  often  observed.  The  asperity 
of  national  prejudice  was  softened;  and  the  community  of 
religion  and  arms  spread  a  similar  color  and  generous  emu- 
lation over  the  face  of  Christendom.  Abroad  in  enterprhse 
and  pilgrimage,  at  home  in  martial  exercise,  the  warriors  of 
every  country  were  perpetually  associated;  and  impartial 
taste  niiiat  prefer  a  Gothic  toaraament  to  the  Oiympio  games 
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of  classic  antiquity.**  Instead  of  the  naked  spectaeles  which 
corrupted  the  manners  of  the  Greeks,  the  pompous  decora- 
tion of  the  lists  was  crowned  with  the  presence  of  hiirh-born 
beauty,  from  whose  hands  the  conqueror  recenn^d  the  prize 
of  his  dexterit}""  and  courage.  The  skill  and  strengtli  that 
were  exerted  in  wrestling  and  boxing  bear  a  distant  and 
doubtful  relation  to  tiie  merit  of  a  soldier;  but  the  tourna- 
ments, as  they  were  invented  in  France,  and  eagerly  adopted 
both  in  the  East  and  West,  presented  a  lively  image  of  the 
business  of  the  field.  The  single  combats,  the  general  skir- 
mish, the  defence  of  a  pass,  or  castle,  were  rehearsed  as  in 
actual  service;  and  the  contest,  both  in  real  and  mimic  war, 
was  decided  by  the  superior  management  of  the  horse  and 
lance.  The  lance  was  the  proper  and  peculiar  weapon  of 
the  knight:  his  horse  was  of  a  large  and  heavy  breed;  but 
this  charger,  till  he  was  roused  by  the  approaching  danger, 
was  usually  led  by  an  attendant,  and  he  quietly  rode  a  pad 
or  palfrey  of  a  more  easy  pace.  His  helmet  and  sword,  his 
greaves  and  buckler,  it  would  be  superfluous  to  describe; 
but  I  may  remark  that,  at  the  period  of  the  crusades,  the 
armor  was  less  ponderous  than  in  later  times;  and  that,  in- 
stead of  a  massy  cuirass,  his  breast  was  defended  by  a  hau- 
berk or  coat  of  mail.  When  their  long  lances  were  fixed  in 
the  rest,  the  warriors  furiously  spurred  their  horses  against 
the  foe;  and  the  light  cavalry  of  the  Turks  and  Arabs  could 
seldom  sUind  against  the  direct  and  impetuous  weight  of 
their  charge.  Each  knight  was  attended  to  the  field  by  his 
faithful  squire,  a  youth  of  equal  birth  and  similar  hopes; 
he  was  followed  by  his  archers  and  men-at-arms,  and  four, 
or  five,  or  six  soldiers,  were  computed  as  the  furniture  of 
a  complete  lance.  In  the  expeditions  to  the  neighboring 
kingdoma  or  the  Holy  Land,  the  duties  of  the  feudal  tenure 


**  Hm  •thletie  ezerdiM,  pwtiettlarlf  th«  CMtaa  tad  puierfttiaiii,  were  oon« 

deraned  by  LycurffUS,  Philopa?men,  and  rjnlcn,  a  lawtjiver,  a  poncral.  and  a 
physician.  Against  their  authority  and  reasons,  the  reader  may  weigh  the 
UMogf  of  LudMi,  Hi  the  diUMler  of  Solon.  Weot  on  the  Olympio  Qtam,  in 
Ut  Ffiidw,  II.  M-M,  S4ft-t48. 
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no  longer  subsisted;  the  voluntary  service  of  the  knights 
and  their  followers  was  either  prompted  by  zeal  or  attach- 
ment, or  purchased  with  rewards  and  promises;  and  the 
numbers  of  each  squadron  were  measured  by  the  power, 
the  wealth,  and  the  fame  of  each  independent  chieftain. 
They  were  distinguished  by  his  banner,  his  armorial  coat, 
and  his  cry  of  war;  and  the  most  ancient  families  of  Europe 
must  seek  in  these  achievements  the  origin  and  proof  of 
their  nobility.  In  this  rapid  portrait  of  chivalry,  I  have 
been  urged  to  anticipate  on  the  story  of  the  crusades,  at 
once  an  effect,  and  a  cause,  of  this  memorable  institution.** 
Such  were  the  troops,  and  such  the  leaders,  who  assumed 
the  cross  for  the  deliverance  of  the  holy  sepulchre.  As 
soon  as  they  were  relieved  (a.d.  1096,  Aug.  15 — ^a.d.  1097, 
May)  by  the  absence  of  the  plebeian  multitude,  they  encour- 
aged each  other,  by  interviews  and  messages,  to  wsoomplish 
their  vow  and  hasten  their  departure.  Their  wives  and  sis* 
ters  were  desirous  of  partaking  the  danger  and  merit  of  the 
pilgrimage;  their  portable  treasures  were  eonyeyed  in  bars 
of  silver  and  gold;  and  the  princes  and  barons  were  attended 
by  their  equipage  of  hounds  and  hawks  to  amuse  their  lei- 
sure and  to  supply  their  table.  The  difficulty  of  procuring 
subsistence  for  so  many  myriads  of  men  and  horses  engaged 
them  to  separate  their  forces;  their  choice  or  situation  de- 
termined  the  road;  and  it  was  agreed  to  meet  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  Constantinople,  and  from  thence  to  begin  their 
operations  against  the  Turks.  From  the  banks  of  the  Meuse 
and  the  Moselle,  Godfrey  of  Bouillon  followed  the  direct 
way  of  Germany,  Hungary,  and  Bulgaria:  and,  as  long  as 
he  exercised  the  sole  command,  every  step  afforded  some 
proof  of  his  prudence  and  virtue.  On  the  confines  of 
Hungary  he  was  stopped  three  weeks  by  a  Christian  people, 


w  On  the  curious  subjects  of  knighthood,  knights  Mrrice,  nobili^,  arms, 
C17  of  war,  banners,  and  toomamenlii,  to  ample  rand  of  information  maj  bo 

sought  in  Selden  (Opera,  it!,  part  t.  Titles  of  Honor,  part  li.  c.  I.  3,  5,  8), 
Ducange  (Gloss.  Latin,  iv.  396-412,  etc.).  Dissert,  sur  JoinnUe(i.  Ti.-xii.  ISI- 
142,  166-222),  and  IL  do  St.  Palaje  (Memoint  nr  la  Obevaleffo)L 
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IP  wliem  llio  tiftm«,  or  oft  lant  the  abnn,  of  the  «bm  w« 
justly  odioiu.  Tbe  Hnngirians  MX  nnaited  with  the 
wotmdB  vbieh  they  had  received  from  the  fiist  pilgrims:  in 
their  turn  they  luid  abtiaed  tiie  light  of  delenee  and  retalia- 
tion; and  they  had  nessoa  to  appi^end  a  severe  tew&o^ 
from  a  hero  of  the  same  nation,  and  who  was  engaged  in  the  ^ 
same  cause.  But,  after  weighing  the  motives  and  tbe  events, 
the  virtuons  duke  was  content  to  pity  the  crimes  and  misfort 
unes  of  his  worthless  brethren;  and  his  twelve  deputies,  the 
mesBengers  of  peace,  requested  in  his  name  a  free  passage 
ami  an  equal  market  To  remove  their  suspicions,  Godfrey 
truRted  himself,  and  afterward  his  brother,  to  the  faith  of 
Carloman,  king  of  Hungary,  who  treated  them  with  a  simple 
but  hospitable  enterUiiniuent:  the  treaty  was  sanetitied  by 
their  common  Gospel;  and  a  jfroclamation,  under  pain  of 
death,  restrained  the  animosity  and  license  of  the  Latin  sol- 
diers. From  Austria  to  Belgrade  they  traversed  tlie  plains 
of  Hungary  without  enduring  or  ollering  an  injury;  and  the 
proximity  of  Carloman,  who  hovered  on  their  Hanks  with 
his  numerous  cavalry,  was  a  precaution  not  less  useful  for 
their  safety  than  for  his  own.  They  rejiched  the  banks  of 
the  Save;  and  no  sooner  had  they  passed  the  river  than  the 
king  of  Hungary  restored  the  hostages,  and  saluted  their  de- 
parture with  the  fairest  wishes  for  the  success  of  their  en- 
terprise. With  the  same  conduct  and  discipline,  Godfrey 
pervaded  the  woods  of  Bulgaria  and  the  frontiers  of  Thrace; 
and  might  congratulate  himself  that  he  had  almost  reached 
the  first  term  of  his  pilgrimage  without  drawing  his  sword 
against  a  Christian  adversary.  After  an  easy  and  pleasant 
journey  through  Lombardy,  from  Turin  to  Aquileia,  Ray- 
mond and  his  Provincials  marched  forty  days  through  the 
savjige  countrv  of  Dulmatia**  and  Sclavonia,  The  weather 
was  a  perpetual  fog;  the  land  was  mountainous  and  deso- 


**  The  Familiie  Dahnaticif.'  of  DiK'unpo  ure  nieR^rre  :ind  imperfecl :  Ul6  nfttioDal 
hisionaiiii  are  reoeol  and  fabulous,  ihe  iirecka  remote  and  cureless  In  the  year 
11  tip  CutonMn  radnoed  fthe  muitiae  •oimtcjr'aB  fv  as  Tnui  and  Salena  (Katiou, 
Hist.  Grit.  tti.  lSft-i09)i 
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late;  the  natives  were  either  fugitive  or  hostile:  loose  in 
their  religion  and  government,  they  refused  to  furnish  pro- 
visions or  guides;  murdered  the  stragglers;  and  exercised 
by  night  and  day  the  vigilance  of  the  count,  who  derived 
more  security  from  the  punishment  of  some  captive  rob- 
bers than  from  his  interview  and  treaty  with  the  prince  of 
Scodra."  His  march  between  Durazzo  and  Constantinople 
was  harassed,  without  being  stopped,  by  the  peasants  and 
soldiers  of  the  Greek  emperor;  and  theaame  iaint  and  am- 
biguous hostility  was  prepared  for  the  remaining  chiefs,  who 
passed  the  fiadriatic  from  the  coast  of  Italy.  Bohemond  had 
arms  and  vessels,  and  foresight  and  discipline;  and  his  name 
was  not  forgotten  in  the  provinces  of  Epims  and  Thessaly. 
Whatever  obstacles  he  encountered  were  snrmoonted  by  his 
military  conduct  and  the  valor  of  Tancred ;  and  if  the  Nor- 
man prince  affected  to  spare  the  Greeks,  he  gorged  his  sol- 
diers with  the  full  plunder  of  a  heretical  castle."  The 
nobles  of  France  pressed  forward  with  the  vain  and  thought- 
less ardor  of  which  their  nation  has  been  sometimes  accused. 
From  the  Alps  to  Apulia  the  march  of  Hugh  the  Q-reat,  of 
the  two  Boberts,  and  of  Stephen  of  Chartres,  through  a 
wealthy  country,  and  amid  the  applauding  Catholics,  was 
a  devout  or  triumphant  prepress:  they  kissed  the  feet  of 
the  Boman  pontiff;  and  the  golden  standard  of  St.  Peter 
was  delivered  to  the  brother  of  the  French  monaioh.**  But 
in  this  visit  of  piety  and  pleasure  they  neglected  to  secure 
the  season,  and  the  means,  of  their  embarkiktion:  the  winter 


"  Soodraa  appears  in  lAwy  as  the  eaipitri  and  fof  trow  of  0«Dthis,  king  of  tin 

Illyrians,  ar  munitissima,  afterward  a  Roman  colony  (Collarius,  i.  393).  It  is 
now  caliod  Iscodar,  or  Scutari  (d'Anville,  Qeog.  Anciea.  i.  164).  The  sanjiak 
(now  ft  paoha)  of  Scutari,  or  Sdiendeire,  was  the  Tiiith  nnder  (be  Beftlerbeg  <tf 
Romania,  and  furnished  600  Roldiers  on  a  revenm  of  78,781  riz-doUm  (Mar> 
sigli,  Stat.  Milit.  del  Imperio  Ottomano,  p.  128). 

**  In  Pelagonia  castrum  hsereticAm  ....  spoliatum  cum  luiB  hatritatoribw 
ija^ne  combussere.  Nec  id  eis  injuria  contigit:  quia  illorum  deteaiabilia  sermo  et 
cancer  serpebat,  jamque  circumjacentes  regiones  auo  pravo  do^mate  foedaverftt 
(Robert.  Mon.  p.  36).  After  coolly  relating  the  fact,  the  archbisliop  Baldric 
adds,  as  a  praitH-,  Omnea  siqvideni  lUi  Tiatoree,  Jttdeo6,  hwreticos,  Saraoanoa 
Mqufthicr  haberit  exosos;  qtios  omnes  appellant  inimicoa  Dei  (p.  92). 

"  Ara^a^OM'cof        fM^ilf       X**'*^*'       'Ayiow  Ocrpov  9i^mtw  (Alextad,  1.  X.  288). 
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was  insensibly  lost;  tluir  troops  were  scattered  and  cor- 
rupted in  the  towns  of  Italy.  Tliey  separately  accomplished 
their  passage,  regardless  of  safety  or  dignity,  and  within 
nine  months  from  the  feast  of  the  Assuinjition,  the  day 
appointed  by  Urlum,  all  the  Latin  jiriiices  had  reached  Con 
Btantinople,  But  the  count  of  Vcrniandois  was  produced 
as  a  captive;  his  foremost  vessels  were  scattered  by  a  tem- 
pest; and  his  person,  against  the  law  of  nations,  was  de- 
tained by  the  lieutenants  of  Alexius.  Yet  the  arrival  of 
Hugh  had  been  announced  V)y  four-and-twenty  knights  in 
golden  armor,  who  commanded  the  emperor  to  revere  the 
general  of  the  Latin  Christians,  the  brother  of  the  iaiig 
of  kings.*^  ^ 

In  some  Oriental  tale  1  have  read  the  fable  of  a  shep- 
hen!  who  was  ruined  l)y  the  accomplishment  of  his  own 
wishes:  he  had  prayed  for  water;  the  Ganges  was  turned 
into  his  grounds,  and  Ins  flock  and  cottage  were  swept  away 
bv  the  inundation.  Such  was  the  fortune,  or  at  least  the 
apprehension,  of  the  Greek  emperor  Alexius  Comnenus 
(a.D.  Dec. — A  D.  1097,  May),  whose  name  has  already 

appeared  in  this  history,  and  whose  conduct  is  so  differently 
represented  by  his  daughter  Anna,"  and  by  the  Latin  writ- 
ers." In  the  roimci!  of  Placentia,  his  ambassiidors  had  so- 
licited a  moderate  succor,  perhaps  of  10,000  soldiers:  but 
he  was  astomshed  by  the  approach  of  so  manj  potent  chiefs 


Orienud  pomp  ia  eztxavagaut  m  a  count  of  Vermaudoia;  bul  IbeptUiot  Ducaoge 
re[H  aui,  with  mudi  complacency  (Not.  ad  Alexiad,  p.  362.    Dmaert.  zzvii.  sur 

Joinvillo,  p.  315),  tho  pH«s.'\r^o«  of  Matthew  Puns  (A.n.  1254)  and  Froiaaart  (iv. 
SOI),  which  atjie  the  kiog  of  Franoo,  rex  r^um,  and  chef  de  toua  lea  roia 
Ohretiena. 

Anna  Comnnrm  was  horn  tlie  l^tof  Dec.  a  d  109,"^.  indirtion  vii.  (Aloxiad, 
1.  tri.  166).  At  thirteen,  Uie  time  of  the  flrat  crusade,  alic  wa8  perhapa  married 
to  the  younger  Nicephorua  Bryenniua,  whom  ahe  fondly  Htylcs  tot  i«i««#b 
(I.  X.  W6).  Some  modema  have  unaghu  d  that  her  cnmitv  lo  Hi.hemori'l  v.  ;ih  I  lie 
fniit  of  diaappointed  love.  lo  the  trausactionH  of  Conaiantitiople  and  Hice,  her 
partial  accounts  (Alex.  I  x.  zi.  MS-SU)  may  bo  opposed  to  the  peitiality  of  the 
latins,  but  in  tijeir  subffquenl  oxploius  she  is  brief  and  i^'iiorani. 

"  In  their  viewa  of  the  character  and  conduct  of  Alexiua,  Maimbourg  haa 
favored  the  OtUMk  Fniilu,  and  Voltaire  haa  kaee  parbel  l»  the  tthitmmhe 
Greeka.   The  prejudiee  of  m  pliitoeepher  la  leie  eitweahle  tbaa  that  of  a  Jeauit. 
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and  fanatic  nations.  The  emperor  fluctnated  between  hope 
and  fear,  between  timidity  and  courage;  but  in  the  crouked 
policy  which  he  mistook  iov  wisdom,  I  cannot  believe,  I 
cannot  discern,  that  he  maliciously  conspired  against  the 
life  or  honor  of  the  French  heroes.  The  promiscuous  multi- 
tudes of  Peter  the  Hermit  were  savage  beasts,  alike  destitute 
of  humanity  and  »-eason;  nor  was  it  possible  for  Alexius  to 
prevent  or  deplore  their  destruction.  The  troops  of  Godfrey 
and  his  peers  were  less  contemptible,  but  not  less  suspicious, 
to  the  Greek  emperor.  Their  motives  viifjht  be  pure  and 
pious;  but  he  was  equally  alarmed  by  his  knowledge  of  the 
ambitious  Bohemond,  and  his  ignorance  of  the  Transalpine 
chiefs:  the  courage  of  the  French  was  blind  and  headstrong; 
they  might  be  tempted  by  the  luxury  and  wealth  of  Greece, 
and  elated  by  the  view  and  opinion  of  their  invincible 
strength;  and  Jerusalem  might  be  forgotten  in  the  pros- 
pect of  Constantinople.  After  a  long  march  and  painful 
abstinence,  the  troops  of  Godfrey  encamped  in  the  plains 
of  Thrace;  they  heard  with  indignation  that  their  brother, 
the  count  of  Vermandois,  was  imprisoned  by  the  Greeks; 
and  their  reluctant  duke  was  compelled  to  indulge  them 
in  some  freedom  of  retaliation  and  rapine.  They  were  ap- 
peased by  the  submission  of  Alexins;  he  promised  to  sup- 
ply their  camp;  and  as  they  refused,  in  the  midst  of  winter, 
to  pass  the  Bosphorus,  their  quarters  were  assigned  among 
the  gardens  and  palaces  on  the  shores  of  that  narrow  sea. 
But  an  incurable  jealousy  still  rankled  in  the  minds  of  the 
two  natioDB,  who  despised  each  other  as  slaves  and  Barba- 
rians. Ignorance  is  the  ground  of  suspicion,  and  suspicion 
was  inflamed  into  daily  provocations:  prejudice  is  blind, 
hunger  is  deaf ;  and  Alexius  is  accused  of  a  design  to  starve 
or  assault  the  Latins  in  a  dangerous  post,  on  all  sides  en- 
compassed  with  the  waters."  Godfrey  sounded  his  trum- 

*  Between  the  Black  Sea,  the  Bosphorus,  and  the  river  Burbyses,  which  is 
deep  in  summer,  and  runs  15  miles  through  a  flat  meadow.  Its  commnaication 
with  Europe  and  Constantinople  ia  by  iho  fltoiio  brid^  of  the  IHach^rnrr,  which 
in  successive  ages  was  restored  bjr  Justinian  and  Basil  (Uyllius  de  Boaphoro 
Ttaracio,  L  il.  0.  S.   Dncuce,  0.  P.  Ohristiu«»  1.  It.  &  2,  p.  179). 
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pets,  burst  Hie  nei,  orvenipread  the  plain,  tmd  hmltod  the 

suburbs:  but  the  gates  of  GonflFtantinopIe  mm  strongly  for- 
tified; the  ramparts  were  lined  witii  axehers;  and,  after  a 
doubtful  conflict,  both  parties  listened  to  the  voice  of  peace 
and  religion.  The  gifts  and  promises  of  the  emperor  insen- 
sibly soothed  the  fierce  spirit  of  the  Western  strangers;  as  a 
Christian  warrior,  he  rekindled  their  zeal  for  the  prosecution 
of  their  holy  enterprise,  which  he  engaged  to  second  with 
his  troops  and  treasures.  On  the  return  of  spring,  Godfrey 
was  persuaded  to  occupy  a  pleasant  and  plentiful  camp  in 
Asia;  and  no  soouer  hael  he  passed  the  Bosphorus  than  the 
Greek  vessels  were  suddenly  recullcd  to  the  oj^posite  shore. 
The  same  policy  was  repeated  with  the  suceeeding  chiefs, 
who  were  swayed  by  the  example,  and  wenkeued  by  the 
departure,  of  their  foremost  companions.  l>y  his  skill  and 
diligence,  Alexius  prevented  the  union  of  any  two  of  the 
confederate  armies  at  the  same  moment  under  the  walls  of 
Constantinople;  and  before  the  feast  of  tlic  Pentecost  not 
a  Latin  pilgrim  was  left  on  the  coast  of  Europe. 

The  same  arms  which  threatened  Europe  rnight  deliver 
Asia,  and  repel  the  Turks  from  the  neighboring  shores  of 
the  Bosphorus  and  Hellespont.  The  fair  provinces  from 
Nice  to  Antioeh  were  the  recent  patrimony  of  the  Roman 
emperor;  and  his  ancient  and  perpetual  claim  still  embraced 
the  kingdoms  of  Syria  and  Egyj)t.  In  his  enthusiasm,  Alex- 
ius indulged,  or  affected,  the  ambitious  hope  of  leading  his 
new  allies  to  subvert  the  thrones  of  the  East:  but  the  calmer 
dietatt's  of  reason  and  temper  dissuaded  him  from  exposing 
his  royal  person  to  the  faith  of  unknown  and  lawless  Barba- 
rians. His  pnidencu,  or  his  pride,  was  content  with  extort- 
ing from  the  French  princes  an  oath  of  homage  and  fidelity, 
and  a  solemn  promise,  that  they  would  either  restore,  or 
hold,  their  Asiatic  conquests  as  the  humble  and  loyal  vas- 
sals of  the  Roman  empire.  Their  independent  spirit  was 
fired  at  the  mention  of  this  foreign  and  voluntary  servitude; 
they  successively  yielded  to  the  dexterous  application  of 
gifts  and  flattery ;  and  the  first  proselytes  became  the  moet 
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eloquent  and  effeetiutl  miagionaries  to  Tnultiplj  the  campaa< 
ions  of  their  shame.  The  pride  of  Hugh  of  Vermandois  wis 
Boothed  bj  the  honon  <^  his  captivity;  and  in  the  brother  of 
^e  French  king  the  example  of  snburiaeion  was  prevalent 
and  weighty.  In  the  mind  of  Godfrey  of  Bonilkm  OTeiy 
hnman  consideration  was  subordinate  to  the  glory  of  God 
and  the  success  of  the  crusade.  He  had  firmly  resisted  the 
temptations  of  Bohemond  and  Baymond,  who  urged  th^  at- 
tack and  conquest  of  Oonstantiqople.  Alexius  esteemed  his 
virtues,  deservedly  named  him  the  champion  of  the  empirSi 
and  dignified  his  homage  with  the  filial  name  and  the  rites 
of  adoption.**  The  hateful  Bohemond  was  teceived  as  a 
true  aiMl  ancient  ally;  and  if  the  emperor  reminded  him  of 
former  hostilities,  it  was  only  to  praise  the  valor  that  he  had 
displayed,  and  the  glory  that  he  had  acquired,  in  the  fields 
of  Durasso  and  Larissa,  The  son  of  Guiscard  was  lodged 
and  entertained  and  served  with  Imperial  pomp:  one  day, 
as  he  passed  through  the  gallery  of  the  palace,  a  door  was 
carelcMly  left  open  to  expose  a  pile  of  gold  and  silver,  of 
silk  and  gems,  of  curious  and  costly  furniture,  that  was 
heaped,  in  seeming  disorder,  from  the  floor  to  the  roof  of 
the  chamber.  **What  conquests,"  exclaimed  the  ambitious 
miser,  might  not  be  achieved  by  the  possession  of  such  a 
treasure?"  '*It  is  your  own,*'  replied  a  Greek  attendant 
who  watched  the  motions  of  his  soul ;  and  Bohemond,  after 
some  hesitation,  condescended  to  accept  this  magnificent 
present.  The  Norman  was  flattered  by  the  assurance  of 
an  independent  principality,  and  Alexius  eluded,  rather 
than  denied,  his  daring  demand  of  the  office  of  great  do- 
mestic, or  general,  of  the  East.  The  two  Hol)crts,  the  son 
of  the  conqueror  of  England,  and  the  kinsman  of  three 
queens,"  bowed  in  their  turn  before  the  Byzantine  throne. 


There  are  two  sorts  of  adoption,  the  one  by  arms,  the  otiier  by  introdaciDg 
the  !w>ri  bi'tweon  the  shirt  and  skir!  of  Iii^  father.  Ducftnfre  (nur  Joinville,  DlM* 
xzii.  p.  270)  supposea  Godfrey'^  adupiion  u>  have  been  of  ihe  latter  sort. 

**  After  hifl  return,  Robert  of  Flanders  became  the  man  of  Una  kfog  of  Sl^* 
land,  for  %  psnaiott  of  460  bwIb.   ^fnwr't  FlOBdoia,  Aoi  L 

Vol  VI.— 81 


Digitized  by  Google 


50 


THE  DECLINE  AND  FALL 


A  private  letter  of  Stephen  of  Chartres  attests  his  admira- 
tion of  the  emperor,  the  most  excellent  and  liberal  of  men, 
who  taught  him  to  believe  that  he  was  a  favorite,  and  prom- 
ised to  edueate  and  estiiblish  his  youngest  son.  In  his  south- 
ern province,  the  count  of  St.  Giles  and  Thoulouse  faintly 
recognized  the  supremacy  of  the  king  of  France,  a  prince 
of  a  foreign  nation  and  language.  At  the  head  of  100,000 
men,  he  declared  that  he  was  the  soldier  and  servant  of 
Christ  alone,  and  that  the  Greek  might  be  satisfied  with 
an  equal  treaty  of  alliance  and  friendship.  His  obstinate 
resistance  enhanced  the  value  and  the  price  of  his  submis- 
Bion;  and  he  shone,  says  the  princess  Anna,  among  the  Bar- 
barians, as  the  sun  amid  the  stiirs  of  heaven.  His  disgust 
of  the  noise  and  insolence  of  the  French,  his  suspicions  of 
the  designs  of  Boliemond,  the  emperor  imparted  to  his  faith- 
ful Raymond;  and  that  aged  statesman  might  clearly  dis- 
cern that,  however  false  in  friendship,  he  was  sincere  in  his 
enmity. The  spirit  of  chivalry  was  last  subdued  in  the 
person  of  Tancred;  and  none  could  deem  themselves  dishon- 
ored by  the  imitation  of  that  gallant  knight.  He  disdained 
the  gold  and  flattery  of  the  Greek  monarch ;  assaulted  in  his 
presence  an  insolent  patrician ;  escaped  to  Asia  in  the  habit 
of  a  private  soldier;  and  yielded  with  a  sigh  to  Uie  authority 
of  Bohemond  and  the  interest  of  the  Christian  cause.  The 
best  and  most  ostensible  reason  was  the  impossibility  of 
passing  the  sea  and  nroomplishing  their  vow  without  the 
Hcenscand  the  vessels  of  Alexius;  b.ut  they  cherished  a 
secret  hope  that,  as  soon  as  they  trod  the  continent  of  Asia, 
their  swords  would  obliterate  their  shame,  and  dissolve  the 
engagement,  which  on  his  side  might  not  be  very  faithfully 
performed.  The  ceremony  of  their  homage  was  grateful  to 
a  people  who  had  long  since  considered  pride  as  the  substi- 
tute of  power.  High  on  his  throne,  the  emperor  sat  mute 
and  immovable:  his  majesty  was  adored  by  the  Latin 
prinoes;  and  thej  submitted  to  kiss  either  his  feet  or  his 


**  Sturit  Tttm  ngBMidl,  Idm  in  amora,  odk  noo  flngtra.  TmiI  tL  4/L 
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knees,  an  indignity  which  their  own  writen  are  aihamed 
to  confess  and  unable  to  deny.*' 

Private  or  public  interest  suppressed  the  murmurs  of  the 
dukes  and  counts;  but  a  French  baron  (he  is  supposed  to 
be  Robert  of  Paris**)  presumed  to  ascend  the  throne,  and 
to  place  himself  by  the  side  of  Alexius.  The  sage  reproof 
of  Baldwin  provoked  him  to  exclaim,  in  his  barbarous  idiom, 
*'Wlio  is  tins  rustic,  that  keeps  his  seat  while  so  many  val- 
iant capt<iins  are  standing  round  him?"  The  emperor  main- 
tained his  silence,  dissembled  his  indignation,  and  questioned 
his  interpreter  concerning  the  meaning  of  the  words,  which 
he  partly  suspected  from  the  universal  language  of  gesture 
and  conntenanoe.  Before  the  departure  of  the  pilgrims,  he 
endeavored  to  learn  the  name  aad  condition  of  the  audacious 
baron.  *'I  am  a  Frenchman,"  replied  Robert,  *'of  the  purest 
and  most  ancient  nobility  of  my  country.  All  that  I  knew 
18,  that  there  it  a  chnrch  in  mj  neighborhood,**  the  Mort 
of  those  who  are  deniona  of  approving  their  valor  in  single 
combat.  Till  an  enemy  appears,  they  address  their  pfayeta 
to  Qod  and  his  saints.  That  chorch  I  have  frequently  vis- 
ited, bnt  never  have  I  found  an  antagonist  who  dared  to 
accept  my  defiance."  Alexius  dismissed  the  challenger 
with  some  prudent  adrice  iar  his  conduct  in  the  Torldsh 
warfare ;  and  history  repeals  with  pleaanie  this  Hvelj  Mna- 
pie  of  the  manners  of  his  age  and  oonntiy. 

Tbo  proud  hi»loriund  of  the  crusades  glide  and  8tutnble  over  this  humiiiatit^p 
step.  TeC,  tinee  the  heroes  knelt  to  salute  the  emperor  an  ho  sat  nwUooless  on 
hifl  throne,  it  is  clear  that  they  must  have  kitwed  fither  hi^  feet  or  knees.  It  is 
only  singular  that  Anaa  should  uol  have  amply  supplied  the  silence  or  ambiguity 
of  the  Latin.  The  abasement  of  thdr  prinoee  would  have  added  a  Ane  ohapter 
lO  the  Ceremoniale  AuliB  Byraiitin.f 

**  He  called  himself  4p«Yro<  <adap<K  tm^  cvYCKMr  (AJexiad,  1.  z.  301).  What  a 
iMo  of  mMsms  at  the  xith  oenturjr.  if  any  one  eooJd  wnr  prove  hie  fnheritanoel 
Anna  relates,  with  risible  pleasure,  that  the  swelling  Bnrbtirian,  Xani  ot  rrrv^u'v^t, 
was  lulled,  or  wounded,  after  tightiug  iu  tlie  front  in  the  bacUe  of  DoryUeum 
0.  si.  il1>.  Thia  drenMtaMe  mmy  jiwlify  Hie  aaspWon  «f  DiMMga  (Not.  n. 
362).  thnr  hr  no  other  than  Robert  of  Pn'^!'^.  of  rhe  distriol  OMMl  pwalllif 
atjled  the  Duchy  or  isiaitd  of  France  {L'isk  Ue  France). 

**  With  the  Heme  penetratioo.  Dueange  dtsoovera  hia  efawdi  to  bo  thai  of  8k. 
Draasn^i.  or  Drosin,  of  Soi.s«aon3.  qaetn  ducllo  dimicaluri  solent  irivocare:  pu^iles 
^  ad  memohau  eitts  {hu  tomb)  pemoctant  iavictoa  raddit,  nt  ei  de  BtuigujidlA 
iC  Italia  tali  naceiritata  coaf ugiatur  ad  mm,  ioHi  MbarlMia*  m 
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The  conquest  of  Asia  was  undertaken  and  achieved  by 
Alexander,  with  35,000  Macedonians  and  Greeks;"  and  his 
best  hope  was  in  the  strength  and  discipline  of  his  phalanx 
of  infantry.  The  principal  force  of  the  crusaders  consisted 
in  their  cavalry;  and  when  that  force  was  mustered  in  the 
plains  of  Bithynia  (a.d.  1097,  May),  the  knights  and  their 
martial  attendants  on  horseback  amounted  to  100,000  fight- 
ing men,  completely  armed  with  the  helmet  and  coat  of  mail. 
The  value  of  these  soldiers  deserved  a  strict  and  authentic 
account;  and  the  flower  of  European  chivalry  might  fur- 
nish, in  a  first  effort,  this  formidable  body  of  heavy  horse. 
A  part  of  the  infantry  might  be  enrolled  for  the  service  of 
scouts,  pioneers,  and  archers;  but  the  promiscuous  crowd 
were  lost  in  their  own  disorder;  and  we  depend  not  on  the 
eyes  or  knowledge,  but  on  the  belief  and  fancy,  of  a  chAp« 
lain  of  Count  Baldwin,*'  in  the  eetunate  of  600,000  pilgrimB 
able  to  bear  arms,  besides  the  priests  and  monks,  the  women 
and  children,  of  the  Latin  camp.  The  reader  starts;  and 
before  he  ui  neoyered  from  his  surprise,  I  shall  add,  on  the 
same  testimonj,  that  if  all  who  took  the  cross  had  accom- 
plished their  vow,  abore  six  millions  wonld  have  migrated 
from  BoTope  to  Asia.  Under  this  oppression  of  faith,  I 
derive  some  relief  from  a  more  sagacious  and  thinlrfng 
writer,"  who,  after  the  same  review  of  the  oayalry,  accuses 
the  credulity  of  the  priest  of  Chartres,  and  even  doubts 
whether  the  Cisalpine  regions  (in  the  geography  of  a  French- 
man) were  sufficient  to  produce  and  ponr  forth  snoh  incredi* 
ble  multitudes.  The  ooolest  soeptioism  will  remember,  that 
of  these  religions  yolunteers  great  numbers  never  beheld 


*  There  is  eoine  dtveraiiy  on  the  munben  of  hie  enny:  but  no  MlttlOfl^  «■& 
be  compared  with  that  of  Ptotan^,  who  itetee  it  «t  ft»00O  hone  end  M»000  foot 
(Usher's  Annales,  p.  152). 

^  Fnlober.  OemoMMle^  fi.  MT.   He  eonmeimtee  niBeteen  neHone  of  dUforeot 

MflBOe  and  languages  (p.  389);  but  I  do  not  clearly  apprehend  his  riifTrrrnoe 
between  the  Franci  and  GaMt  Jtali  end  AptUL  Elsewkere  (p.  385)  he  ooulempt- 
ttooelf  breade  the  deeertere. 

"  Giiibcrt,  p.  556.  Yet  oven  his  g^entle  oppoeition  implies  an  immense 
multitude.  By  Urbao  II.,  in  the  fervor  of  his  eeel,  it  is  only  reted  et  300,000 
pilgrims  (epist.  ZfL  OonoK.  adL  VS1> 
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Constantinople  and  Nice.  Of  enthusiasm  the  inflaence  is 
irregular  and  transient:  many  were  detained  at  home  bj 
zeMon  or  cowardice,  by  poverty  or  weakness;  and  nuu&y 
were  repulsed  by  the  obstacles  of  the  way,  the  more  in- 
0aperable  as  they  were  unforeseen  to  these  ignorant  fanat- 
ics. The  savage  countries  of  Hangary  and  Bulgaria  were 
whitened  with  their  bones:  their  vanguard  was  cut  in  pieces 
by  the  Turkish  sultan;  and  the  loss  of  the  first  adventure  by 
the  sword,  or  climate,  or  fatigue,  has  already  been  stated  at 
800,000  men.  Yet  the  myriads  that  survived,  that  outrched, 
that  pressed  forward  on  the  holy  pilgrimage,  were  a  subjeot 
of  astonishment  to  themselves  and  to  the  Greeks.  The  co- 
pious eneigy  of  her  language  sinks  under  the  efforts  of  the 
princess  Anna."  the  images  of  locusts,  of  leaves  and  flow- 
ers, of  the  sands  of  the  sea,  or  the  stars  of  heaven,  imper- 
fectly represent  what  she  had  seen  and  heard;  and  the 
daughter  of  Alexias  exclaims,  that  Europe  was  loosened 
from  its  foundations,  and  hurled  against  Asia.  The  ancient 
hoetB  of  Darius  and  Xerxes  labor  under  the  same  doubt  of 
a  vague  and  indefinite  magnitude;  but  I  am  inclined  to  be> 
lieve,  that  a  larger  number  has  never  been  contained  within 
the  lines  of  a  single  camp  than  at  the  siege  of  Nioe,  the  first 
operation  of  the  Latin  princes.  Their  motives,  their  eharac* 
ters,  and  their  arms,  have  been  already  displayed.  Of  their 
troops,  the  most  numerous  portion  were  natives  of  France: 
the  Low  Countries,  the  banks  of  the  Rhine,  and  Apulia,  sent 
a  powerful  reinforcement:  some  bands  of  adventurers  were 
drawn  from  Spain,  Lombardy,  and  Bngland;**  and  from  the 


^  Alexiad,  L  x.  283,  30ft.  Her  lastidioud  delicacy  conplaine  of  their  ttnuigo 
■nd  inarticulate  names,  and  indeed  there  is  eearcetj  one  that  Rhe  has  not  c(»« 
trived  to  disflfure  with  the  proud  if^orance  so  dear  and  familiar  to  a  poli^hfld 
people     I  shall  select  only  one  example,  Sangeles,  for  the  count  of  St.  Giles. 

^*  William  of  Malmeebiiry  (who  wrote  about  the  year  1 130)  has  inserted  in  his 
history  (I.  iv.  130-154)  a  BMTative  of  the  tirnt  cniitade:  but  I  wish  that,  instead 
of  lij^iening  to  the  teniie  mtirmnr  which  had  passed  the  British  ocean  (p.  143), 
ije  had  conHned  himself  to  the  nunikjers.  families,  and  adventures  of  his  country* 
iDf  n  I  find  in  Du^rdale  that  An  Enjflish  Norman,  Stephen,  earl  of  Albemarle 
and  Holdernerae.  led  the  WMfuawl  with  Duke  Bobait»  nl  the  battle  of  Antioch 
(Baroiukge,  part  i.  61). 
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distant  bogs  and  mountains  of  Ireland  or  Scotland*'  issued 
some  naked  and  savage  fanatics,  ferocious  at  home  but  un- 
warlike  abroad.  Had  not  superstition  condemned  the  sacri- 
legious prudence  of  depriving  the  poorest  or  weakest  Chris- 
tian of  the  merit  of  the  pilgrimage,  the  useless  crowd,  with 
mouths  but  without  hands,  might  have  been  stationed  in  the 
Greek  empire,  till  their  companions  had  opened  and  secured 
the  way  of  tlic  Lord.  A  small  remnant  of  the  pilgrims,  who 
passed  tlie  Bosjthorus,  was  permitted  to  visit  the  holy  sepul- 
chre. Their  northern  constitution  was  scorched  by  the  rays, 
and  infected  by  the  vapors,  of  a  Syrian  sun.  They  con- 
sumed, with  heedless  prodigality,  their  stores  of  water  and 
provision:  their  numbers  exhausted  the  inland  country;  the 
sea  was  remote,  the  Greeks  were  unfriendly,  and  the  Chris- 
tians of  every  sect  fled  before  the  voracious  and  cruel  rapine 
of  their  brethren.  In  the  dire  necessity  of  famine,  they 
sometimes  roasted  and  devoured  the  flesh  of  their  infant  or 
adult  captives.  Among  the  Turks  and  Saracens,  the  idola- 
ters of  Europe  were  rendered  more  odious  by  the  name  and 
reputation  of  cannibals:  the  spies  who  introduced  them- 
selves into  the  kitchen  of  Bohemond  were  shown  several 
human  bodies  turning  on  the  spit;  and  the  artful  Norman 
encouraged  a  report,  which  increased  at  the  same  time  tbe 
abhorrence  and  the  terror  of  the  infidels." 

I  have  expatiated  with  pleasure  on  the  first  steps  of  the 
crasaders,  as  they  paint  the  mannerB  and  character  of  Eu- 
rope: but  I  shall  abridge  the  tedious  and  Qnifoim  narra- 
tive of  their  blind  achievements,  which  wore  performed  by 
strength  and  are  described  by  ignorance.  From  their  first 
station  in  the  neighborhood  of  Nicomedia,  they  advanced 

VideTM  Scotonim  apud  ae  ferocium  aliM  imbellium  cuneos  (Quibert.  p 
471):  the  cms  inteetum,  and  hispida  chlamys,  may  suit  the  Highlanders;  but 
the  finibus  uliginosis  may  rather  apply  to  the  Irish  bioga.  William  of  Malmesbury 
expressly  mentions  tbe  Welsh  andScou,  etc  (L  ir.  183),  wlio  qnitted,  th«  fonner 
venfttionem  saituura,  tlio  latter  familiaritatero  pulicum. 

This  cannibal  hunger,  sometimes  real,  more  frequently  an  artifice  or  a  lie, 
may  be  found  in  Anna  Gonmeoa  (Alexiad,  1.  x.  288),  Quibert  (p.  646),  Radttlph. 
Cadom.  (c.  97).  The  siratagom  in  rclatfd  hy  the  Huthor  of  the  Qesia  Francorum, 
the  monk  Robert  Baldrio,  and  Uaymond  dee  Aiciies,  iu  tbe  siege  and  famine  of 
Antioeh. 
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ID  BQOoeBsiTe  diyiflions;  passed  the  contracted  limit  of  the 
Qteek  empire;  opened  a  road  throngh  the  hills,  and  com- 
menced (a.d.  1097,  May  14-^ane  20),  bj  the  siege  of  his 
capital,  their  pious  warfare  against  the  Turkish  snitan.  His 
kingdom  of  Boom  extended  from  the  Hellespont  to  &e  con- 
fines of  Sjria,  and  barred  the  pilgrimage  of  Jerusalem:  his 
name  was  Kilidge- Arslan,  or  Soliman,**  of  the  race  of  Sel- 
jnk,  and  son  of  the  Ant  conqueror;  and  in  the  defence  of  a 
land  which  the  Turks  considered  as  their  own  he  deserved 
the  piaise  of  his  enemies,  by  whom  alone  he  is  known  to 
posterity.  Yielding  to  the  first  impulse  of  the  torrent,  he 
deposited  his  family  and  treasure  in  Nice;  retired  to  the 
mountains  with  60,000  horse;  and  twice  descended  to  as- 
sault the  camps  or  quarters  of  the  Christian  besiegers,  which 
formed  an  imperfect  circle  of  above  six  miles.  The  lofty 
and  eolid  walls  of  Nice  were  covered  by  a  deep  ditch,  and 
flanked  by  S70  towers;  and  on  the  veige  of  Christendom, 
the  Moslems  were  trained  in  arms  and  inflamed  by  religion. 
Before  this  city,  the  French  princes  occupied  their  stations, 
and  prosecuted  their  attacks  without  correspondence  or  sub- 
ordination: emulation  prompted  their  valor;  but  their  valor 
was  sullied  by  cruelty,  and  their  emulation  degenerated  into 
envy  and  civil  discord.  In  the  siege  ol  Nice,  the  arts  and 
engines  of  antiquity  were  employed  by  the  Latins;  the  mine 
and  the  battering-ram,  the  tortoise,  and  the  belfry  or  mov- 
able turret,  artificial  fire,  and  the  catapult  and  balisi^  the 
sling,  and  the  cross-bow  for  the  casting  of  stones  and  darts." 
In  the  space  of  seven  weeks,  much  labor  and  blood  were  ex 
pended,  and  some  progress,  especially  by  Count  Raymond, 
was  made  ou  the  side  of  the  besiegers.    But  the  Turks  could 


His  Mussulman  appellation  of  Soliman  is  used  by  the  Latins,  and  his  char- 
acter IS  highly  embellished  by  Ta8.so.  His  Turkish  name  of  Kilidge  Arslan 
(A.u.  485-500.  L.D.  1192-1206.  De  Guignes's  Tables,  i  245)  is  employed  by  the 
Orientals,  and  with  some  corruption  by  the  Greeks  but  little  more  than  his 
name  can  be  found  in  the  Mahometan  writers,  who  are  drj  «id  miU^OBtlM 
•nbiect  of  the  first  cru&ade  (de  Gutgnes,  iii.  p  ii.  10- 

*  On  the  iorlitications.  engiucM.  and  sieges  of  the  Middle  Ages,  see  Muim 
tori  (Antiq.  ItaL  U.  dissert,  xjcvi.  462-624)     The  btlfredus,  from  wbMlM  OUT 
Mfiy,  WM  Um  bo? aUe  tower  of  Um  mmwoU  (Ducengab  ^  ^> 
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protract  their  resistance  and  secure  their  escape,  as  long  as 
they  were  masters  of  the  lake"  Ascanius,  which  stretches 
several  miles  to  the  westward  of  the  city.  The  means  of 
conquest  were  supplied  by  the  prudence  and  industry  of 
Alexias;  a  great  number  of  boats  was  transported  on  sledges 
from  the  sea  to  the  lake;  they  were  filled  with  the  most  dex- 
terous of  his  archers;  the  flight  of  the  sultana  was  inter- 
cepted; Nice  was  invest^^d  by  land  and  water;  and  a  Greek 
emissary  persuaded  the  inhabitants  to  accept  his  master's 
protection,  and  to  save  themselves,  by  a  timely  surrender, 
from  the  rage  of  the  savages  of  Enrope.  In  the  moment 
of  victory,  or  at  least  of  hope,  the  crusaders,  thirsting  for 
blood  and  plunder,  were  awed  by  the  Imperial  banner  that 
streamed  from  the  citadel;  and  Alexius  guarded  with  jeal> 
ous  vigilance  this  important  conquest  The  murmurs  of  the 
chiefs  were  stifled  by  honor  or  interest;  and  after  a  halt  of 
nine  days,  they  directed  their  march  toward  Phrygia  ander 
the  guidance  of  a  Greek  general,  whom  they  suspected  of 
secret  conniTsnee  with  the  sultan.  The  consort  and  the 
principal  serirants  of  Soliman  had  been  honorably  restored 
withont  ransom;  and  the  emperor's  generosity  to  the  mis- 
ereants'*  was  interpreted  as  treason  to  the  Christian  cause. 

Soliman  was  rather  provoked  than  disfflaye|d  by  the  loss 
of  his  capital:  he  admonished  his  subjects  and  allies  of  this 
strange  invasion  of  the  Western  Barbarians;  the  Turkish 
emirs  obeyed  the  call  of  loyal^,  or  religion;  the  Turkman 
hordes  encamped  round  his  standard;  and  his  whole  force 
is  loosely  stated  by  the  Christians  at  200,000,  or  even 
S60,000  horse.  Yet  he  patiently  waited  till  they  had  left 
behind  them  the  sea  and  the  Greek  frontier;  and  hovering 
on  the  flanks,  observed  their  careless  and  confident  progress 


*  T  etnnot  forbear  nmMmg  Ito  rumbUaoa  batiVMn  the  ■lege  eod  lake 

«f  Nicr .  with  the  operatieDS  ef  Ueraan  Oortea  before  Mexica  Bobertaon,  BJUL 
ef  America,  1.  v. 

**  Meereani,  a  word  Invented  bj  the  French  crusadera.  and  confined  in  ihat 
Janirii;i|^e  to  iiA  primitive  souse.  It  Hhould  seom  (hat  ihe  seal  of  our  ancestors 
boiled  higher,  and  Ibei  thejr  branded  every  unbeliever  as  a  rascal.  A  similar 
prejudice  atQI  Iiuto  in  the  ■iwda  of  maoj  who  think  themaeivea  Chhaliana. 
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ill  two  oolumiiB  beyond  the  view  of  each  other.  Some  miles 
befofe  thej  could  reach  DoryUoum  in  Phrjgia,  the  left,  and 
least  nnmeroas,  division  was  surprised,  and  attacked  (a.d. 
1097,  July  4),  and  almost  oppressed  by  the  Torldsh  oay- 
airy.*'  The  heat  of  the  weather,  the  clouds  of  arrows,  and 
the  barbarous  onset,  overwhelmed  the  crusaders;  they  lost 
their  order  and  confidence,  and  the  fainting  fight  was  sus- 
tained by  the  personal  valor,  rather  than  by  the  military 
conduct,  of  Bohemond,  Tancred,  and  Robert  of  Normandy. 
They  were  revived  by  the  welcome  banners  of  Buke  Godfrey, 
who  flew  to  their  succor  with  the  count  of  Vermandois,  and 
fiO,000  horse;  and  was  followed  by  Raymond  of  Thoulouse, 
the  bishop  of  Puy,  and  the  remainder  of  the  sacred  army. 
Without  a  moment's  pause,  they  formed  in  new  order,  and 
advanced  to  a  second  battle.  They  were  received  with  equal 
resolution;  and,  in  their  common  disdain  for  the  unwarlike 
people  of  Greece  and  Asia,  it  was  confessed  on  both  sides, 
that  the  Turks  and  the  Franks  were  the  only  nations  entitled 
to  the  appellation  of  soldiers."  Their  encounter  was  varied, 
and  balanced  by  the  contrast  of  arms  and  discipline;  of  the 
direct  charge,  and  wheeling  evolutions;  of  the  couched 
lance,  and  the  brandished  javelin;  of  a  weighty  broadsword, 
and  a  crooked  labre;  of  cumbrous  armor,  and  thin  flowing 
robes;  and  of  the  long  Tartar  bow,  and  the  attaUBi  or  cross- 
bow, a  deadly  weapon,  yet  unknown  to  the  Orientals.**  As 
long  as  the  horses  were  fresh  and  the  quivers  full,  Soliman 
maintained  the  advantage  of  the  day  ;  and  4,000  Christians 
were  pierced  by  the  Turkish  arrows.    In  the  evening,  swift- 


"  Bftnmiui  hM  produced  ft  rtty  doubtfol  toitor  to  hb  brother  Rof^er  (a.o. 

1098.  No  15).  The  enemies  conaislod  of  Medes,  PersiaiiB,  Chaldouns  hv  it  so. 
The  flrei  attack  was  cum  aoetro  locommodo ;  true  and  lender.  But  wbjr  Oodirey 
of  Boaillon  and  Bogfa  ftroA^fff  TkMend  Is  ttyled  ftliw:  of  whomT  oertainljr 
not  ol  Roger,  nor  of  Bohemond. 

*•  VenintaaraD  dicunt  de  Francorum  geDeratiooe,  et  quia  ouUua 

homo  natttiililflr  debet  esse  milee  oisi  Pranci  et  Turd  (Gwta  Franc,  p.  7).  The 
■amo  cx>nw(wi|y  <rf  blood  and  valor  w  attMtad  by  archbishop  Baldric  (p.  99). 

BtdiBia,  Bakstra,  Arbaiestre  Muratori,  Antiq.  ii.  517-624.  Ducange, 
Gloas.  Latin.  1.  531.  In  the  time  of  Anna  Comnena.  this  weapon,  which  alM 
describes  under  the  name  of  tMni/ra,  was  unknown  in  the  (East  I.  x.  291).  Bj 
a  hamaoe  mooomMnof,  Ihe  popestrove  to  prohibit  ii  in  Ghnafiian  wan. 
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ness  yielded  to  strencfth ;  on  either  side,  the  nnmbere  were 
equal,  or  at  least  as  great  as  any  ground  could  hold,  or  any 
generals  could  manage:  hut  in  turning  the  hills,  the  Inst 
division  of  Riiymond  and  his  Proinncials  was  led,  perhaps 
without  design,  on  the  rear  of  an  exhausted  enemy;  and 
the  long  contest  was  determined.  Besides  a  nnmeless  and 
unaccounted  multitude,  3,000  Pagan  knights  were  slain  in 
the  battle  and  pursuit;  the  camp  of  Soliman  was  pillaged; 
and  in  the  variety  of  precious  spoil,  the  curiosity  of  the 
Latins  was  amused  with  foreign  arms  and  apparel,  and  the 
new  aspect  of  dromedaries  and  camels.  The  importance  of 
the  victory  was  proved  by  the  hasty  retreat  of  the  sultan: 
iwerring  10,000  guards  of  the  relics  of  his  army,  Soliman 
eracaated  the  kingdom  of  Bourn,  and  hastened  to  imploie 
the  aid,  and  kindle  the  resentment,  of  his  Eastern  brethren. 
In  a  mareh  of  600  miles,  the  crusaders  (July-^ept.)  traversed 
the  Lesser  Asia  through  a  wasted  land  and  deserted  towna, 
without  either  finding  a  friend  or  an  enemy.  The  geogra- 
'pher**  may  trace  the  position  of  Dorjleum,  Antioch  of 
Pisidia,  looninm,  Archelais,  and  Germanicia,  and  may  com- 
pare those  classic  appellations  with  the  modem  names  of 
Eskishehr  the  old  city,  Akshehr  the  white  city,  Cogni, 
Erekli,  and  Marash.  As  the  pilgrims  passed  over  a  des- 
ert, where  a  draught  of  water  is  exchanged  for  silver,  they 
were  tormented  by  intolerable  thirst;  and  on  the  banks  of 
the  first  rivulet  their  haste  and  intemperance  were  still 
more  pernicious  to  the  disorderly  throng.  They  climbed 
with  toil  and  danger  the  steep  and  slippery  sides  of  Mount 
Taurus:  many  of  the  soldiers  cast  away  their  arms  to  secure 
their  footsteps;  and  had  not  terror  preceded  their  van,  the 
long  and  trembling  file  might  have  been  driven  down  the 
precipice  by  a  handful  of  resolute  enemies.  Two  of  their 
most  respectable  chiefs,  the  duke  of  Lorraine  and  the  count 

**  The  curious  reader  may  compare  the  cUuMic  leanung  of  Cellarius,  and  the 
goofraphieal  tcienoe  of  d*Aiirille.  Williain  of  Tjrre  ia  the  only  bMorian  of 
the  cruwid®^  who  has  any  knowlcdfre  of  nntiquity;  hih)  >■!  Ottrr  trod  nlmoat 
im  the  looMiepe  of  the  Fraoks  from  Oonstantinopie  to  Aouoch  ( Voj.  en  Turq. 
«t  en  P«fM^  L  tft-SSX 
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of  Thonloofle,  were  oarried  in  litters:  Baymond  was  raised, 
as  it  is  said  bj  miracle,  from  a  hopeleos  malady;  and  God- 
fiej  had  bean  torn  by  %  bear,  as  be  pnrsned  that  rough  and 
pedlanB  .ehaae  in  the  moantaiiia  of  Pisidia. 

To  improve  the  general  consternation,  the  consin  of  Bo- 
hemond  and  the  brother  of  Godfrey  were  detached  from  the 
main  army  with  their  respective  squadrons  of  five,  and  of 
seven,  hundred  knights.  They  overran  in  a  rapid  career 
the  hills  and  aea-eoast  of  Cilioia,  from  Cogni  to  the  Syrian 
gates:  the  Norman  standard  was  first  planted  on  the  walls 
TA  Tanua  and  Malmistra;  but  the  proud  injuatioeof  Bald- 
win  at  length  provoked  the  patient  and  generooa  Italian; 
and  they  turned  their  oonaecrated  swords  against  each  other 
in  a  priTate  and  pirafane  quarrel.  Honor  was  the  motive, 
and  fame  the  reward,  of  Tancred;  but  fortune  smiled  on 
the  move  aelflah  enterprise  of  his  riyaL"*  He  was  called 
to  the  assistance  of  a  Greek  or  Armenian  Ijianti  who  bad 
been  suffered  under  the  Turkish  yoke  to  reign  o?er  the 
ChriatiaiiB  of  Edeesa.  Baldwin  aooeptod  the  obaracter  of 
hia  son  and  ehampion;  but  no  sooner  was  he  intibduoed 
into  the  city  than  he  inflamed  the  people  to  the  maaaaore 
of  ,hia  father,  ooouided  the  throne  and  treaaure,  extended 
hia  eonqueeta  oyer  the  hilla  of  Annenia  and  the  plain  of 
Mesopotamia,  and  founded  (a.d.  1097-1151)  the  fint  prin* 
dpali^  ol  the  Fianks  inr  Latina,  which  aubaiated  fifty-four 
years  beyond  the  Buphxatea. — Be  Guignea,  Hiat.  dea  Huna, 

Before  the  Franks  could  enter  Syria,  the  aummer,  and 
eren  the  autumn,  were  completely  wasted:  the  siege  of  An- 
tiooh  (A.D.  1097,  Oct  21),  or  the  separation  and  repose  of 
the  anny  during  the  winter  season,  was  atrongly  debated  in 
their  council:  the  We  of  arma  and  the  holy  sepulchre  urged 


*  This  detached  oonqueet  of  Edessa  ia  beet  repreeented  by  Fulcheriua  Garno> 
taoaia,  or  of  Chaitrea  (in  the  collectiona  of  BoDgaraiua,  Ducheone,  and  Martenne), 
the  valiant  cliaplain  of  Couut  Baldwin  (Esprit  dea  Croiaadeti,  i.  13).  In  the  dia- 
putea  of  that  prince  with  Tancred,  his  partiality  ia  encountered  by  the  partially 
of  Badulphua  Cadomenaia,  the  aoldier  and  hiatorian  of  the  gallant  marquia. 
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them  to  advance;  and  reason  perhaps  was  on  the  side  of 
raolntion,  since  erery  hour  of  delay  abates  the  fame  and 
foroe  ci  the  invader,  and  mnltiplies  the  resources  of  defen- 
sive war.  The  capital  of  Syria  was  protected  by.  the  river 
Orontes;  and  the  trcm  bridge,  of  nine  arches,  derives  its 
name  from  the  massy  gates  ol  the  two  towers  which  are  coE- 
structed  at  either  end.  They  were  opened  (a.d.  1096,  Jnne 
3)  by  the  sword  of  the  dnke  of  NonnaDdy:  his  victory  gave 
entrance  to  800,000  crusaders,  an  account  which  may  allow 
some  soope  for  losses  and  desertion,  but  which  clearly  de- 
tects much  exaggeration  in  the  review  of  Nice.  In  the 
desoription  of  Antioch**  it  is  not  easy  to  define  a  middle 
term  between  her  ancient  magnificence,  under  the  sncces- 
sors  of  Alexander  and  Augustus,  and  the  modem  aspect  of 
Turkish  desolation.  The  Tetrapolia^  or  four  cities,  if  they 
retained  their  name  and  position,  must  have  left  a  large 
vaonityin  a  circumferenoe  of  twelve  miles;  and  thatmeas* 
nre,  as  well  as  the  number  of  fonr  hundred  towefs,  is  not 
perfectly  consistent  with  the  ive  gates,  so  often  mentioned 
in  the  histoty  of  &e  si^.  Tet  Antioch  must  have  still 
flourished  as  a  great  and  populous  capital.  At  the  bead  id 
the  Tuikish  emirs,  Baghisian,  a  veteran  chief,  oommaaded 
in  the  place:  his  garrison  was  composed  of  six  or  seven 
thousand  horse,  and  fifteen  or  twenty  thousand  foot:  one 
hundred  thousand  Moslems  are  said  to  have  fallen  by  the 
sword;  and  their  numbers  were  probably  inferior  to  the 
Greeks,  Armenians,  and  Syrians,  who  had  been  no  more 
than  fonrteen  years  the  slaves  of  the  house  of  Seljuk.  From 
the  remains  of  a  solid  and  stately  wall,  it  appears  to  have 
arisen  to  the  height  of  threescore  feet  in  the  valleys;  and, 
wherever  less  art  and  labor  had  been  applied,  the  ground 
was  supposed  to  be  defended  by  the  river,  the  morass,  and 
the  mountains.    Notwithstanding  these  fortifications,  the 


For  Antioch,  eeo  Pocook  (Doscript.  of  the  Kast,  li  p.  i.  188-19:}).  Otter 
fVoj.  eo  Turq.  i,  81,  etc.).  the  Turki-^h  |jrc<ipraphor  (in  Otter's  nnU'<).  tho  ]iv\ox 
0«ofr.  of  8chiiIt«nR  (Hd  calcem  fiohadin.  Vit.  Saladin.).  and  AbuUeda  (Tabula 
Syria;,  p.  115,  vers.  Reiake) 
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city  liad  been  repeatedly  taken  by  the  Peniaiu,  the  Arabi| 
the  GreelcBy  and  tbe  Turks;  so  laige  a  circuit  miuk  have 
yielded  many  pervious  points  of  attack;  and,  in  a  thai 
iraa  Icffined  about  the  middle  of  October,  the  vigor  of  the 
exeoataoa  eonld  alone  justify  the  boldness  of  the  attempt 
Whatever  stiength  and  valor  could  perform  in  the  field  was 
abundantly  disohaiged  by  the  champions  of  the  cross:  in 
the  frequent  oooaaiona  of  ssUies,  of  forage,  d  the  attack  and 
defence  of  convoys,  they  were  often  vieterioos;  and  we  csa 
only  oomplain  that  thdr  ezploite  are  sometimes  enlaiged 
beyond  the  scale  of  piobabiU^.  and  truth.  The  sword  of 
Godfrey**  divided  a  Turk  frbm  the  shoulder  to  the  haunch; 
and  one  half  of  the  infidel  fell  to  the  ground,  while  the  odier 
was  transported  by  his  horse  to  the  city  gate.  As  Bobert 
of  Konnimdy  vndm  against  his  antsgoaist,  devote  tliy 
head,"  he  piously  eacelaimed,  "to  the  demons  of  hell";  and 
that  bead  was  instantly  oloveii  to  the  breast  by  the  lesiatless 
stroke  of  his  descending  Islehion.  But  the  leality  ^  re- 
port of  suoh  gigantic  prowess**  must  have  taught  tiie  Moa- 
lems  to  keep  within  ^eir  walls;  and  against  those  walls  of 
earth  or  atone  the  aword  and  the  knoe  were  unavailing 
weapona.  In  the  slow  and  successive  labors  of  a  aiege,  the 
crusaders  were  supine  and  ignmant,  without  skill  to  con* 
trive,  or  money  to  purchase,  or  industry  to  use,  the  artificial 
engines  and  impleraente  of  assault.  In  the  conquest  of  Nice 
they  had  been  powerfully  assisted  by  the  wealth  and  knowl- 
edge of  the  Oreek  emperor:  his  absenoe  was  poorly  sapplied 


«  Buon  dorat,  euinqoe  a  slniitoA  pMts  MaimlaniB.  tantB  Tirtato  faitonH 

ut  qu6d  pectus  medium  disjiinxtt  spinam  et  rftalia  fnternipit,  ot  ale  lubricus  enaia 
super  cruB  dextrum  integer  exivit;  sicque  caput  integrum  com  dextr&  parts 
corpork  {vnierait  gurglte,  paitwnque  qtue  equo  pnesidebat  ranUt  eivHati  (Ro^mtI 
Mon.  p.  TiO).  OiijiiH  ense  trajoctu?,  TnrriH  duo  fartns  o'»t  T'lrci ,  ut  inferior 
alter  in  urbeiu  equitaret,  alter  arcitonens  in  lluroine  naiaret  (Radulph.  Gadom. 
&63,  p.  304).  Yekba  jnstiflwtlMdMdb7the«lay»ffMKtvMlmB0f  Godfr^ 
William  of  Tyre  covers  it  by  obsnipiiit  popnln^^  farti  novifnte  .  ,  .  mimbilifl 
(L  T.  c  6,  p.  701).    Tet  it  must  not  haTO  appeared  incredible  to  the  knights  of 

"  ExploitH  of  Tlol>ert.  Raymond,  and  the  modNt  ThmN^  Wb»  impostnl 
tfaoM  <ia  bia  i%uira  (Raduipb.  Oadom.  e.  bA). 
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by  Bome  Genoese  and  Pisan  vessels,  that  were  attracted  by 
religion  or  trade  to  the  coast  of  Syria:  the  stores  were 
scanty,  the  return  precarious,  and  the  communication  diffi- 
cult and  dangerous.  Indolence  or  weakness  had  prevented 
the  Franks  from  investing  the  entire  circuit;  and  the  per- 
petual freedom  of  two  gates  relieved  the  wants  and  recruited 
the  garrison  of  the  city.  At  the  end  of  seven  months,  after 
the  ruin  of  their  cavalry,  and  an  enormous  loss  by  famine, 
desertion,  and  fatigue,  the  progress  of  the  crusaders  was  im- 
perceptible, and  their  success  remote,  if  the  Latin  Ulysses, 
the  artful  and  ambitious  Bohemond,  had  not  employed  the 
arms  of  cunning  and  deceit.  '  The  Christians  of  Antioch 
were  numerous  and  discontented:  Phirouz,  a  Syrian  rene- 
gade, had  acquired  the  favor  of  the  emir  and  the  command 
of  three  towers;  and  the  merit  of  his  repentance  disguised 
to  the  Latins,  and  perhaps  to  himself,  the  foul  design  of 
perfidy  and  treason.  A  secret  correspondence,  lor  their 
mutnal  interest,  was  soon  established  between  PhiroiUB  and 
the  prince  of  Tarento;  and  Bohemond  declared  in  the  coun- 
cil of  the  chiefs  that  he  could  deliver  the  city  into  their 
hands.  But  he  claimed  the  sovereignty  of  Antioch  as  the 
reward  of  his  senrioe;  and  the  proposal,  which  had  been  re- 
jected by  the  envy,  was  at  length  extorted  from  the  distress, 
of  his  equals.  The  nocturnal  surprise  was  executed  by  the 
French  and  Norman  princes,  who  ascended  in  person  the 
scaling-ladders  that  were  thrown  from  the  walls:  their  new 
proselyte,  after  the  murder  of  his  too  scrupulous  brother, 
embraced  and  introduced  the  servants  of  Christ;  the  army 
rushed  through  the  gates;  and  the  Moslems  soon  found 
that,  although  mercy  was  hopeless,  resistance  was  impotent. 
But  the  citadel  still  refused  to  snnender;  and  the  victors 
themselves  were  speedily  encompassed  and  besieged  by  the 
'  innumerable  forces  of  Kerboga,  prince  of  Mosul,  who,  with 
twenty-eight  Turkish  emirs,  advanced  to  the  deliverance  of 
Antioch.  Five-and-twenty  days  the  Christians  spent  on  the 
verge  of  destruction;  and  the  proud  lieutenant  of  the  caliph 
and  the  sultan  left  them  only  the  choice  of  servitude  or 
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deatii.'*  In  ikis  extremi^  they  oolleoted  fh€  t^Kob  of  tiidr 
strength,  sallied  from  the  tofwn,  and  in  a  single  memoraUe 
day  (A.D.  1006,  June  28)  annibilated  or  dispereed  the  hosl  o€ 
Turin  and  Aiabians,  which  tbej  mighl  aafelj  report  to  have 
Gonsiated  of  (NX),000  men."*  Their  anpeniatiual  alliea  I  shall 
proceed  to  oonaidflr:  the  hnman  canaee  ol  the  yictoiy  of  An- 
tioch  were  Hie  learlees  despair  <tf  the  Fianks;  and  the  sur- 
prise, the  discord,  perhaps  the  errofs,  oi  their  nnskilfnl  and 
presumptuous  adversaries.  The  battle  is  described  with  as 
much  disorder  as  it  was  fought;  but  we  may  observe  the 
tent  of  Kerboga,  a  movable  and  spacious  palace,  enriched 
with  the  luxury  of  Asia,  and  capable  of  holding  above  2,000 
persons;  we  may  distinguish  his  8,000  guards,  who  wm 
cased,  the  horses  as  well  as  the  men,  in  complete  steel. 

In  the  eventful  period  of  the  siege  and  defence  of  An- 
tioch,  the  crusaders  were  alternately  exalted  by  victory  or 
sunk  in  despair;  eitlirr  swelled  with  plenty  or  emaciated 
with  hunger.  A  speculative  reasoner  might  suppose  that 
tl»eir  faith  had  a  strong  and  serious  influence  on  their  prac- 
tice; and  that  the  soldiers  of  the  cross,  the  deliverers  of  the 
holy  sepulchre,  prepared  themselves  by  a  sober  and  virtuous 
life  for  the  daily  contemplation  of  martyrdom.  Experience 
blows  away  this  charita])le  illusion:  and  seldom  does  the 
history  of  profane  war  display  such  scenes  of  intemperance 
as  were  exhibited  under  the  walls  of  Antioch.  The  grove 
of  Daphne  no  longer  flourished;  but  the  Syrian  air  was  still 
impregnated  with  the  same  vices;  the  Christians  were  se- 
duced by  every  temptation"  that  nature  either  prompts  or 

After  moutioaing  the  distress  and  humble  potitioa  of  the  Franks,  Abul- 
pbarafrius  adds  the  hnigbtf  rapiy    Obdbaka,  or  Karboga;  boo  oraMiri  oiti* nM 

por  gladitim  (DyriHSt.  p.  212). 

*  In  describing  the  host  of  Kerboga.  rno«t  of  the  Latin  historians,  the  author 
of  the  Q«sta  (p.  17),  Robert  Mooaclms  (p.  66),  Baldno  (p.  Ill),  Faleborfm 
famotensis  (p.  302),  Guibert  fp.  .)r2). Willuim  of  Tyro  (1.  vi  c.  p.  714),  Bw- 
nard  TheMUirarira  (c.  39,  p.  G95),  are  cooteut  vriih  the  vague  expreesions  of 
fnflnflB  mMtodo,  inunoiisaiii  agmoii,  hniunieriB  oopne  or  gontes,  which  oorvo* 
hp  >niJ  with  the  /itra  ai-apuVnTui' x''^"**"*'  of  Anna  Comnena  (.Mexiad,  1.  xi.  318). 
The  numbers  of  the  Turk.'t  are  hzed  by  Albert  Aquensts  at  200,000  (I.  iv.  c.  10,^ 
p.  243),  tai  hf  Badulphiis  CMooMSSio  At  40<KOOO  horto  (e.  73,  p.  309). 
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reprobates;  the  authority  of  the  chiefs  was  despised;  and 
sermona  and  edicts  were  alike  fruitless  against  those  scan- 
dalous disorders  not  less  pernicious  to  military  discipline 
than  repugnant  to  evangelic  purity.  In  the  first  days  of  the 
Biege  and  the  possession  of  Antioch,  the  Franks  consumed 
with  wanton  and  thoughtless  prodigality  the  frugal  subsist- 
ence of  wefks  and  months:  the  desolate  country  no  longer 
yielded  a  supply;  and  from  that  country  they  were  at  length 
excluded  by  the  arms  of  the  besieging  Turks.  Disease,  the 
faithful  com]jani()n  of  want,  was  envenomed  by  tiie  rains  of 
the  winter,  the  summer  heats,  unwholesome  food,  and  the 
close  imprisonment  of  multitudes.  The  pictures  of  famine 
and  pestilence  are  always  the  same,  and  always  disgustful; 
and  our  imagination  may  suggest  the  nature  of  their  suffer- 
ings and  their  resources.  The  remains  of  treasure  or  spoil 
were  eagerly  lavished  in  the  purchase  of  the  vilest  nourish- 
ment, and  dreadful  must  have  been  the  calamities  of  the 
poor,  since,  after  paying  three  marks  of  silver  for  a  goat  and 
fifteen  for  a  lean  camel,"  the  count  of  Flanders  was  reduced 
to  beg  a  dinner,  and  Duke  Godfrey  to  borrow  a  horse.  Sixty 
thousand  horses  had  been  reviewed  in  the  camp:  before  the 
end  of  the  siege  they  were  diminished  to  2, WO,  and  scarcely 
200  tit  for  service  could  be  mustered  on  the  day  of  battle. 
Weakness  of  body,  and  terror  of  mind,  extinguished  the 
ardent  enthusiasm  of  the  pilgrims;  and  every  motive  of 
honor  and  religion  was  subdued  by  the  desire  of  life." 
Among  the  chiefs,  three  heroes  may  be  found  without  fear 
or  reproacli:  Godfrey  of  Bouillon  was  supported  by  his 
magTianimous  piety;  Bohemond  by  ambition  and  interest; 

WM  tlafn  by  the  Turin  ts  lift  reposed  in  an  orchard,  playing  at  dice  with  •  ByH»a 
OOOCubiDO. 

**  The  value  of  au  ox  rose  from  five  Bolidi  (fifteen  shiUings)  at  ChriatmM  to 
two  marks  (four  pounds),  and  afterward  much  higher ;  a  kid  or  lamb,  from  ooe 
■hiUiog  to  eighteen  of  our  present  money :  in  the  second  famine,  a  loaf  of  bread, 
or  the  head  of  an  animal,  sold  for  a  piece  of  gold.  More  examples  might  bo  pro- 
duced; but  It  is  the  ordinary,  not  the  oxtraordmary,  prices  that  deserve  the 
notice  of  the  philosopher. 

Alii  multi,  quorum  nomina  non  (enemus,  quia  delota  de  libro  vitse  presenti 
operi  non  sunt  inferenda  (WilL  Tyr.  L  yL  c.  6,  p.  716).  6uibert(pp.  618.  523) 
■tteoipti  to  eseuM  Hni^  th*  Qtml,  and  mwm  Stephftii  of  Ghartno. 
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and  Tanorad  deolarad,  io  tnte  spnit  of  obivaliyf  tiial,  as 
^  long  aa  h«  was  at  the  head  of  forty  knights,  he  woiild  never 
Telinqniah  the  enterprise  of  Palestine.  But  the  oonnt  of 
ThonioQse  and  Prorenoe  was  suspected  of  a  yolnntary  in- 
disposition; the  duke  of  Normandy  was  recalled  from  the 
sea-shore  by  the  censures  of  the  church;  Hugh  the  Great^ 
though  he  led  the  vangoard  of  the  battle,  embraced  an  am- 
bigoons  opportunity  of  retoming  to  France;  and  Stephen, 
count  of  Ghartres,  basely  deserted  the  standard  which  he 
bore  and  the  council  in  which  he  presided.  The  soldien 
were  discouraged  by  the  flight  of  William,  Tisconnt  of 
Melun,  sumamed  the  Carpenter^  from  the  weighty  strokes 
of  his  aze;  and  the  saints  were  scandalized  by  the  foil  of 
Peter  the  Hermit,  who,  after  arming  Europe  against  Asia, 
attempted  to  escape  from  the  penance  of  a  necessary  fast 
Of  the  multitude  of  recreant  warriors,  the  names  (says  a 
historian)  are  blotted  from  the  book  of  life;  and  the  oppro- 
brious epithet  of  the  rope-dancers  was  applied  to  the  desert- 
ers who  dropped  in  the  night  from  the  walls  of  Antioch. 
The  emperor  Alexius,**  who  seemed  to  adyanoe  to  the  suc- 
cor of  the  Latins,  was  dismayed  by  the  assarance  of  their 
hopeless  condition.  They  expected  their  fate  in  silent  de- 
spair; oaths  and  punishments  were  tried  without  effect;  and 
to  rouse  the  soldiers  to  the  defence  of  the  walls,  it  was  found 
necessary  to  set  fire  to  their  quarters. 

For  their  salvation  and  victory,  they  were  indebted  to 
the  same  fanaticism  which  had  led  them  to  the  brink  of  ruin. 
In  8iich  a  cause,  and  in  such  an  army,  visions,  prophecies, 
and  miracles,  were  frequent  and  familiar.  In  the  distress 
of  Antioeh,  they  were  repeated  with  unusual  energy  and 
success:  St.  Ambrose  had  assured  a  pious  ecclesiastic  that 
two  years  of  trial  must  precede  the  season  of  deliveranoo 
and  grace;  the  deserters  were  stopped  hy  the  presence  and 
reproaches  of  Christ  himself;  the  dead  had  promised  to  arise 

See  the  progress  of  the  crusade,  the  rolrnat  of  Aloiiun.  the  victory  of 
^tioeht  aad  the  oooquest  of  Jerusalem,  ia  Lho  Aluxiad,  1.  xi.  pp.  317-337. 
Anna  was  ta  prone  to  euggeretion  thai  she  magnifles  the  eicploita  of  Ibe  Latink 
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and  combat  with  their  brethren;  the  Virgin  had  obtained 
the  pardon  of  their  sins;  and  their  confidence  was  revived 
by  a  visil)le  sign,  the  seasonable  and  splendid  discovery  of 
the  HOLY  LANCE.  The  policy  of  their  chiefs  has  on  this 
occasion  been  admired,  and  migUt  surely  be  excused:  but 
a  pious  fraud  is  seldom  produced  by  the  cool  cons])iracy  of 
many  persons;  and  a  voluntiiry  impostor  might  depend  on 
the  support  of  the  wise  and  the  credulity  of  the  people.  Of 
the  diocese  of  Marseilles,  there  was  a  priest  of  low  cunning 
and  loose  nuinners,  and  his  name  was  Peter  Bartholemy. 
He  presented  himself  at  the  door  of  the  council  cliamber,  to 
disclose  an  apparition  of  St.  Andrew,  which  had  been  thrice 
reiterated  in  his  sleep,  with  a  dreadful  menace,  if  he  pre- 
sumed to  suppress  the  commands  of  heaven.  "At  Antioch,'* 
said  the  apostle,  "in  the  church  of  my  brother  St.  Peter, 
near  the  high  altar,  is  concealed  the  steel  head  of  the  lance 
that  pierced  the  side  of  our  Redeemer.  In  three  days  that 
instrument  of  eternal,  and  now  of  temporal,  salvation,  will 
be  manifested  to  his  disciples.  Search  and  ye  shall  find: 
bear  it  aloft  in  battle;  and  that  mystic  weapon  shall  pene- 
trate the  souls  of  the  miscreants."  The  pop<*'s  legate,  the 
bishop  of  Puy,  affected  to  listen  with  coldness  and  distrust; 
but  the  revelation  was  eau'erly  accepted  by  Count  Raymond, 
whom  his  faithful  subject,  in  the  name  of  the  apostle,  had 
chosen  for  the  guardian  of  the  holy  lance.  The  experiment 
was  resolved;  and  on  the  third  day,  after  a  due  preparation 
of  prayer  and  fasting,  the  priest  of  Marseilles  introduced 
twelve  trusty  spectators,  among  whom  were  the  count  and 
his  chaplain;  and  the  church -doors  were  barred  against  the 
impetuous  multitude.  The  ground  was  opened  in  the  ap- 
pointed place;  but  the  workmen,  who  relieved  each  other, 
dug  to  the  depth  of  twelve  feet  without  discovering  the  ob- 
ject of  their  search.  In  the  evening,  when  Count  Hajmond 
had  withdrawn  to  his  post,  and  the  weary  assistants  began 
to  murmur,  Bartholemy,  in  his  shirt,  and  without  his  shoes, 
boldly  descended  into  the  pit;  the  darkness  of  the  hour  and 
of  the  place  enabled  him  to  secrete  and  deposit  the  head  of 
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a  Saraoen  lanoe;  and  the  first  aoimd,  the  first  gleam^  ol  the 
steel,  was  salated  with  a  devout  raptue.  The  \\o\y  lance  wa.s 
drawn  from  its  recess,  wrapped  in  a  yeil  of  silk  and  gold, 
and  exposed  to  the  veneration  of  the  cmsaders;  their  anx- 
ious suspense  burst  forth  in  a  general  shout  of  joy  and  hope, 
and  the  desponding  troops  were  again  inflamed  with  the  en- 
thusiasm of  Tslor.  Whatever  had  been  the  arts,  and  what- 
ever might  be  the  sentiments,  of  the  chiefs,  they  skilfully 
improved  this  fortunate  revolution  by  every  aid  that  disci- 
pline and  devotion  could  afford.  The  soldiers  were  dis- 
missed to  their  quarters  with  an  injunction  to  fortify  their 
minds  and  bodies  for  the  approaching  conflict,  freely  to  be- 
stow their  last  pittance  on  themselves  and  their  horses,  and 
to  expect  with  the  dawn  of  day  the  signal  d  victory.  On 
the  festival  of  St.  Peter  and  St  Paul,  the  gates  of  Antioch 
were  thrown  open;  «  martial  psalm,  *'Let  the  Lord  arise,  and 
let  his  enemies  be  scatteredr*  was  chanted  by  a  procession 
of  priests  and  monks;  the  battle-anay  was  marshalled  in 
twelve  divisions,  in  honor  of  the  twelve  apostles;  and  the 
holy  lance,  in  tike  absence  of  Baymond,  was  intrusted  to 
the  hands  of  his  chaplain.  The  influence  of  this  relio  or 
trophy  was  felt  by  the  servants,  and  perhaps  by  the  ene- 
mies, of  Ohrist;**  and  its  potent  energy  was  heightened  by 
an  accident,  a  stratagem,  or  a  rumor,  of  a  miraculous  com- 
plexion. Three  knights,  in  white  garments  and  resplendent 
arms,  either  issued,  or  seemed  to  issue,  from  the  hills:  the 
voice  of  Adhemar,  the  pope's  legate,  proclaimed  them  as 
the  martyrs  St  George,  St  Theodore,  and  St  Maurice;  the 
tumult  of  battle  allowed  no  time  for  doubt  or  scrutiny;  and 
the  welcome  apparition  dazzled  the  eyes  or  the  imagination 
of  a  fanatic  army.  In  the  season  of  danger  and  triumph, 
the  revelation  of  Bartholemy  of  Marseilles  was  unanimously 
asserted;  but  as  soon  as  the  temporary  service  was  accom- 


The  Mahometan  AboulmabMen  (apud  de  Guignes,  ii.  p.  iL  95)  is  more  cor- 
TBC/t  hi  hit  aeooQDt  of  Um  I10I7  laaoe  than  the  Ohriatlans,  Anna  Oomnena  and 

Abulpbaragius :  the  (Troek  princess  oonfoiinds  it  with  u  null  of  Uw  CffOM  0*  xi 
SaS)i  the  Jacobite  primate,  with  St.  Peter's  staff  (p.  242). 
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plishedf  the  personal  dignity  and  liberal  alms  which  the  connt 
of  Thovilouse  derived  from  the  custody  of  the  holy  lance  pro- 
voked the  envy,  and  awakened  the  reason,  of  his  rivals.  A 
Norman  clerk  presumed  to  sift,  with  a  philosophic  spirit,  the 
truth  of  the  legend,  the  circumstances  of  the  discovery,  and 
the  character  of  the  prophet;  and  the  pious  Bohemond  as- 
cribed their  deliverance  to  the  merits  and  intercession  of 
Christ  alone.  For  a  while,  the  Provincials  defended  their 
national  palladium  with  clamors  an<i  arms;  and  new  visions 
condemned  to  death  and  hell  the  profane  sceptics  who  pre- 
sumed to  scrutinize  the  truth  and  merit  of  the  discovery. 
The  prevalence  of  incredulity  compelled  the  author  to  sub- 
mit his  life  and  veracity  to  the  judgment  of  God.  A  pile  oi 
dry  fagots,  four  feet  high,  and  fourteen  long,  was  erected 
in  the  midst  of  the  camp;  the  flames  burned  fiercely  to  tiM 
elevation  of  thirty  cubits;  and  a  narrow  path  of  twelve 
inches  was  left  for  the  perilous  trial.  The  unfortunate 
priest  of  Marseilles  traversed  the  fire  with  dexterity  and 
epeed;  but  his  thighs  and  belly  were  scorched  by  the  IE* 
tense  lieat;  he  expired  tbe  next  day;  and  the  iogio  of  be- 
lieving minds  will  pay  some  regard  to  his  dying  protesta- 
tion of  innocence  and  truth.  Some  efforts  were  made  faj 
the  Provincials  to  substitute  a  ciVMW,  a  ring,  or  a  tabemaele^ 
in  the  place  of  the  holy  lance,  wluoh  soon  vanished  in  con- 
tempi  and  oblivion."  Yet  the  revelation  of  Aiitioch  is 
gravely  asserted  by  ancoeeding  historiane;  and  such  ia  the 
progress  of  credolity,  that  miracles,  most  doubtful  on  the 
spot  and  at  the  moment,  will  be  received  with  implicii  faith 
at  a  convenient  distance  of  time  and  space. 

The  prudence  or  fortune  of  the  Franks  had  delayed  their 
invasion  till  the  decline  of  the  Tnrkish  empire.**  Under  the 

The  two  antAgonisu  who  oxpresa  the  most  intimate  knowledge  and  the 
strongest  oonvfctioii  of  the  mlraeb.  and  of  the  ^ud,  are  Raymond  cm  Agflea, 
and  Rudulpliu  ^  c  idnMivnsis.  the  quo  iifrirlicii  to  the  count  of  Thoulousc.  tho  other 
to  the  Nonuau  pniico.  Fulchenua  Carnoieasia  presumed  U>  say,  audite  fraudem 
e»  non  frnndeml  and  afterward,  mrenH  laaeeaoi,  lallaeMier  oecnhalani  Ibrsllaii. 

The  rent  of  the  licrd  ;iro  loud  and  strenuous. 

*^  De  Uuignui  (ii.  p.  ii.  223,  etc);  and  the  articles cf  BaHnmrok,  Mohammti, 
SSangiar,  in  d'Herbelol; 
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manly  ffoverameni  of  the  flnt  three  sultans,  the  kingdoms  of 
Asia  were  united  in  peace  and  jnstioe;  and  the  innnmerable 
annies  which  they  led  in  person  were  equal  in  conragei  and 
superior  in  discipline,  to  the  Barbarians  of  the  West  But 
at  the  time  of  the  crusade,  the  inheritance  of  Malek  Shah 
was  disputed  by  his  four  sons;  their  private  ambition  was 
insensible  of  the  public  danger;  and,  in  the  vicissitudes  of 
their  fortune,  the  royal  vassals  were  ignorant,  or  regardless, 
of  the  true  object  of  their  all^gianoe.  The  twenty-eight  - 
emirs,  who  marched  with  the  standard  of  Kerboga,  were 
his  rivals  or  enemies;  their  hasty  levies  were  drawn  from 
the  towns  and  tents  of  Mesopotamia  and  Syria;  and  the 
Turkish  veterans  were  employed  or  consumed  in  the  civil 
wars  beyond  the  Tigris.  The  caliph  of  Egypt  embraced  this 
opportunity  of  weakness  and  disoioid  to  recover  his  ancient 
possessions;  and  his  sultan  Aphdal  besieged  Jerusalem  and 
Tyre,  exp^ed  the  childien  d  Ortok,  and  restored  in  Pales- 
tine ^e  civil  and  ecdeeiastical  authority  of  the  Fatimites.** 
They  heard  witii  astonishment  of  the  vast  armies  of  Ohris- 
tians  that  had  passed  from  Europe  to  Asia,  and  rejoiced  in 
the  sieges  and  battles  which  broke  the  power  of  the  Turks, 
the  adversaries  of  their  sect  and  monarchy.  Bat  the  s^me 
Christians  were  the  enemies  of  the  prophet;  and  from  the 
overthrow  of  Nice  and  Antioch  the  motive  of  their  enter- 
prise, which  was  gradually  understood,  would  urge  them 
forward  to  the  banks  of  the  Jordan,  or  perhaps  of  the  Nile. 
An  intercourse  of  epistles  and  embassies,  which  rose  and  fell 
with  the  events  of  war,  was  maintained  between  the  throne 
of  Cairo  and  the  camp  of  the  Latins;  and  their  adverse  pride 
was  the  result  of  ignorance  and  enthusiasm.  The  ministers 
of  Egypt  declared  in  a  haughty,  or  insinuated  in  a  milder, 
tone,  that  their  sovereign,  the  true  and  lawful  commander 
of  the  faithful,  had  rescued  Jerusalem  from  the  Turkish 


Tho  emir,  or  sultan  Aphdal,  recovered  Jpnisalptn  and  Tyre,  a.h,  489 
<Heuaudot,  Hiat  Patriarch.  Alexandrin.  p.  4«7,  de  Guignes,  i.  249.  from  Abul 
nd»  Md  Beo  Behouoah).   Jerusalem  ante  adfVBtttB  f«Kraiii  fMiipanTimai. 
TofCM  «jMlimi%  nj  til*  VMiMi*  aafaMMAon. 
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yoke;  and  that  the  pilornms,  if  they  would  divide  their 
numbers,  and  lay  aside  tlieir  arms,  should  find  a  safe  and 
hospitable  reception  at  the  sepulchre  of  Jesus.  In  the  be- 
bef  of  their  lost  condition,  the  caliph  Mostiili  despised  their 
arms  and  imprisoned  their  deputies:  the  conquest  and  vic- 
tory of  Antioch  prompted  him  to  solicit  those  formidable 
champions  with  gifts  of  horses  and  silk  robes,  of  vases,  and 
purses  of  gold  and  silver;  and  in  his  estimate  of  their  merit 
or  power  the  first  place  was  assigned  to  Bohemond,  and  the 
second  to  Godfrey.  In  either  fortune  the  answer  of  the  cru- 
saders was  firm  and  uniform:  they  disdained  to  inquire  into 
the  private  claims  or  possessions  of  the  followers  of  Ma- 
homet: whatsoever  was  his  name  or  nation,  the  usurper  of 
Jerusalem  was  their  enemy;  and  instead  of  prescribing  the 
mode  and  terms  of  their  pilgrimage,  it  was  only  by  a  timely 
aarrender  of  the  city  and  province,  their  sacred  right,  that 
he  could  deserve  their  alliance,  or  deprecate  their  impending 
and  irresistible  attack.** 

Yet  this  attack,  when  thej  were  within  the  view  and 
reach  of  their  glorious  prize,  was  suspended  (a  d.  1098, 
July — A.D.  1099,  May)  above  ten  months  after  the  defeat 
of  Kerboga.  The  seal  and  courage  of  the  crusadeiB  were 
chilled  in  the  moment  of  victory;  and,  instead  of  marohing 
to  improve  the  consternation,  they  hastily  dispersed  to  enjoy 
the  luxury,  of  Syria.  The  causes  of  this  strange  delay  may 
be  found  in  the  want  of  strength  and  subordination.  In  the 
painful  and  various  service  of  Antioch,  the  cavalry  was  an- 
nihilated; many  thousands  of  every  rank  had  been  lost  by 
famine,  sickness,  and  desertion:  the  same  abuse  of  plenlj 
had  been  productive  of  a  third  famine;  and  the  alternative 
of  intempenince  and  distress  had  generated  a  pestilence, 
which  swept  away  above  60,000  of  the  pilgrims.  Few  were 
able  to  command,  and  none  were  willing  to  obey:  the  do- 
mestic fends,  which  had  been  stifled  by  conmion  fear,  were 


•  Trnn-JiictiouR  between  the  caliph  of  Kfir3rpt  and  the  cfVMdtrf*.  Sw  Williaai 
«f  Tfre  (1.  IV.  c  S4,  L  ri.  e.  19)  And  AJbeit  AqiMuais  <Liu.fi;  SS)^  "mho  an  moft 
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again  xonewed  in  acts,  or  at  least  in  aentimenta,  of  hostility; 
the  fortune  of  Baldwin  and  Bohemond  excited  the  envy  of 
their  companions;  the  brayest  knights  were  enlisted  for  the 
defence  of  their  new  principalities;  and  Coant  Bajmond 
exhausted  his  troops  and  treasares  in  an  idle  expedition  into 
the  heart  of  Syria.  The  winter  was  consumed  in  discord 
and  disorder;  a  sense  of  honor  and  religion  was  rekindled 
in  the  spring;  and  the  private  soldiers,  less  susceptible  of 
ambition  and  jealousy,  awakened  with  angry  clamors  the 
indoleDce  of  their  chiefs.  In  the  month  of  May  (a.d.  1099, 
May  13),  the  relics  of  this  mighty  host  proceeded  from  An- 
tioch  to  Laodicea;  about  40,000  Latins,  of  whom  no  more 
than  1,500  horse,  and  20,UOO  foot,  were  capable  of  imme- 
diate service.  Their  easy  march  was  continued  between 
Mount  Libanus  and  the  sea-shore;  their  wants  were  lib- 
erally supplied  by  the  coasting  traders  of  Genoa  and  Pisa; 
and  they  drew  large  contributions  from  the  emirs  of  Tripoli, 
Tyre,  Sidon,  Acre,  and  Capsarea,  wdio  granted  a  free  pas- 
sage, and  promised  to  follow  the  example  of  Jerusalem. 
From  Ciesarea  they  advanced  into  the  midland  country; 
their  clerks  recognized  the  sacred  geography  of  Lydda, 
Ramla,  Emaus,  and  Bethlem,  and  as  soon  (June  6)  as  they 
descried  the  holy  city,  the  crusaders  forgot  their  toils  and 
claimed  their  reward."* 

Jerusalem  has  derived  some  reputation  from  the  number 
and  importiince  of  her  memorable  sieges.  It  was  not  till 
after  a  long  and  obstinate  contest  that  Babylon  and  Rome 
could  prevail  against  the  obstinacy  of  the  people,  the  craggy 
ground  that  might  supersede  the  necessity  of  fortifications, 
and  the  walls  and  towers  that  would  have  fortified  the  most 
accessible  plain.'*'    These  obstacles  were  diminished  in  the 


'**  The  greater  part  of  the  march  of  the  Pranks  is  traced,  and  most  accu- 
rately traced,  in  MaundreU's  Jouroer  from  Aleppo  to  Jeruaalem  (pp  11-67),  un 
dat  iMilleura  morcwaz.  mm  oootradtt,  <|u*oti  ait  dam  «•  g«ni«  (d'Amrlllo,  lien, 
■nr  J«niMlein,  p  27) 

***  MtMerlj  descnptioo  of  Tacitus  (UiAt.  v.  11,  18,  13),  who  auppoees  that 
tiMjMriah  lawgivers  Mprovidtd  for  aperpc^tiMaatett  of  hoMOi^  tgiaotl  the 
iwtof  awkmd. 
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age  of  the  crnsades.  The  bulwarks  had  been  completely 
destroyed  and  imperfectly  restored:  the  Jews,  their  nation 
and  worship,  were  forever  banished;  but  nature  is  less 
changeable  than  man,  and  the  site  of  Jerusalem,  though 
somewhat  softened  and  somewhat  removed,  was  still  strong 
against  the  assaults  of  an  enemy.  By  the  experience  of  a 
recent  siege,  and  a  three  years'  possession,  the  Saracens  of 
Egypt  had  been  taught  to  discern,  and  in  some  degree  to 
remedy,  the  defects  of  a  place  which  religion  as  well  as 
honor  forbade  them  to  resign.  Aladin  or  Iftikhar,  the 
caliph's  lieutenant,  was  intrusted  with  the  defence:  his 
policy  strove  to  restrain  the  native  Christians  by  the  dread 
of  their  own  ruin  and  that  of  the  holy  sepulchre;  to  animate 
the  Moslems  by  the  assurance  of  temporal  and  eternal  re- 
wards. His  garrison  is  said  to  have  consisted  of  40,000 
Turks  and  Arabians;  and  if  he  could  master  20,000  of  the 
inhabitants,  it  must  be  confessed  that  the  besieged  were  more 
numerous  than  the  besieging  army."'  Had  the  diminished 
strength  and  numbers  of  the  Latins  allowed  them  to  grasp 
the  whole  circumference  of  4,000  yards  (about  two  English 
miles  and  a  half),'**  to  what  useful  purpose  should  they  have 
descended  into  the  valley  of  Ben  Himmon  and  torrent  of 
Oedron,'**  or  i^proaohed  the  pfeoipioee  of  the  south  and 


The  lively  scepticism  of  Toltaire  to  balanced  wltt  MDse  and  trodWop  bf 

the  Froiich  autljor  of  tho  Kaprit  des  Croisades  (iv  386),  who  observes  that, 
according  to  the  Arubiaus,  the  iubabitants  of  Jerus^ileiu  mu8t  have  exceeded 
200,000 ;  that  in  tho  siege  of  ntat.  Joaophua  collecta  1.300.000  Jowa:  that  tltej 

are  t»tnlod  by  Tacitus  hinoReif  at  600,000,  and  that  the  largest  defalcation  that 
hi»  acctpimus  can  juatifjr  will  still  leave  them  more  numerous  than  the  Komaa 
•rrnf. 

Maiindrell,  who  diliprently  pcrambrilatcd  the  walls,  found  a  circuit  of  4.630 
paces,  or  4,161  Engliah  jarda  (p.  lUU):  irotn  an  (MitheuUc  plaa,  d'Auville  con- 
dudea  •  meaaure  Marir  similar  of  1,960  Ftanch  Maes  (pp.  23-30),  in  hto  aearoa 
and  Tiiluuhle  tract   Eor  tho  topogn^j  of  Jeraaalom,  see  Bdand  (Bal«itina» 

ii.  b32-^60). 

^  ilwiNaloiB  was  poaaoaaod  only  of  tto  torrent  of  Ksdron,  dfy  In  amnoiof , 

and  of  tho  little  fprinc:  or  l^inxik  of  Siloe  (RoIhihI.  i.  294.  300).  Iloih  8tran^'«ra 
and  natlvoooompl&iued  of  the  want  of  water,  which  in  time  of  war  was  studiousljr 
afrgravated.  W;tbin  tho  dtf ,  Iteftufl  mentioRS  a  perennlirf  fountain,  an  aqno- 
duc  t,  and  cisterns  for  rain  wator.  The  itqueduct  waa  conveyed  from  tho  rivulet 
Tekoe  or  Jfichan,  whiofa  M  likowoo  noDtiOBod  Iqr  HnJiarim  iia.  Vitk  flalaiiin 
PL  238). 
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9tmt,  from  whence  they  bad  nothing  either  lo  hopeorfeMT? 
Their  siege  (a  d.  1099,  Jane  7-Jaly  16)  wae  more  Teasonably 
directed  against  the  northern  and  western  sides  of  the  city. 
Godfrey  of  Bonillon  erected  his  standard  on  the  first  swell 
of  Mount  Calvary:  to  the  left,  as  far  as  St.  Stephen's  gate, 
the  line  of  attaok  was  continued  by  Tancred  and  the  two 
Roberts;  and  Count  "Raymond  established  his  qnartera  from 
the  citadel  to  the  foot  of  Mount  Sion,  which  was  no  longer 
included  within  the  precincta  of  the  city.  On  the  fifth  day, 
the  oroaadm  made  a  general  assault,  in  the  fanatic  hope  of 
'battering  down  the  walls  without  engines,  and  of  scaling 
them  without  ladders.  By  the  dint  of  brutal  force,  tbey 
burst  the  first  bairier,  but  Uiey  were  driven  back  with  shame 
and  slaughter  to  the  camp:  the  influence  of  vinon  and 
prophei^  was  deadened  by  the  too  frequent  abuse  of  those 
pious  stratagems;  and  time  and  labor  were  found  to  be  the 
only  means  of  victory.  The  time  of  tiie  siege  was  indeed 
fulfilled  in  forty  days,  but  they  were  forty  days  of  calamity 
and  anguish.  A  repetition  of  the  old  compUdnt  of  famine 
may  be  imputed  in  some  degree  to  the  Toracious  or  disor- 
derly appetite  of  the  Franks;  but  the  stony  soil  of  Jeru- 
salem is  almost  destitute  of  water;  the  scanty  springs  and 
hasty  torrents  were  dry  in  the  summer  season;  nor  was  the 
thirst  of  the  besiegers  relieved,  as  in  the  city,  by  ike  arti- 
ficial supply  of  cisterns  and  aqueducts.  The  circumjacent 
country  is  equally  destitute  of  trees  for  the  uses  of  shade  or 
building ;  but  some  large  beams  were  discovered  in  a  cave 
by  the  crusaders:  a  wood  near  Sichem,  the  enchanted  grove 
of  Tasso,'**  was  cut  down:  the  necessary  timber  was  trans- 
ported to  the  camp  by  the  vigor  and  dexterity  of  Tancred; 
and  the  engines  were  framed  by  some  Genoese  artists,  who 
had  fortunately  landed  in  the  harbor  of  Jaffa.  Two  movable 
turrets  were  constructed  at  the  expense,  and  in  the  stattons, 
of  the  duke  of  Lorraine  and  the  count  of  Thoulotise,  and 
rolled  forward  with  devout  labor,  not  to  the  most  accessible, 

GierusalemiiM  Liberata,  cMito  xili     It  is  pleiieant  enough  to  okMTve 
how  Tauo  htm  copied  and  embeUwlMd  the  minutwi  delAils  of  the  siege. 
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but  to  the  most  neglected,  parts  of  the  fortification.  Baj- 
mond's  tower  was  reduced  to  ashes  by  the  fire  of  the  be- 
sieged, but  his  ooUeagne  was  more  yigilant  and  sncoessful; 
the  enemies  were  driven  bj  his  archers  from  the  rampart; 
the  drawbridge  was  let  down;  and  on  a  Fridaj  at  three 
in  the  afternoon,  the  day  and  hour  of  the  Passion,  God&ey 
of  Bouillon  stood  Tictorions  on  the  walls  of  JemsaleuL  His 
example  was  followed  on  every  side  by  the  emnlation  of 
valor;  and  abont  460  years  after  the  conquest  of  Omar  tiie 
holy  city  was  rescued  from  the  Mahometan  yoke.  In  the 
pillage  of  public  and  private  wealth,  the  adventurers  had 
agreed  to  respect  the  exclusive  property  of  the  first  occu- 
pant; and  the  spoils  of  the  great  mosque,  seventy  lamps  and 
massy  vases  of  gold  and  silver,  rewarded  the  diligeDce,  and 
displayed  the  generosity,  of  Tancred.  A  bloody  sacrifice 
was  offered  by  his  mistaken  votaries  to  the  Ood  of  the 
Christians:  resistance  might  provoke,  but  neither  age  nor 
sex  could  mollify,  their  implacable  rage:  they  indulged 
themselves  three  days  in  a  promiscuous  massacre;'**  and 
the  infection  of  the  dead  bodies  produced  an  epidemical 
disease.  After  70,000  Moslems  had  been  put  to  l^e  sword, 
and  the  harmless  Jews  had  been  burned  in  their  synagogue, 
they  could  still  reserve  a  multitude  of  captives,  whom  inter- 
est or  lassitude  persuaded  them  to  spare.  Of  these  savage 
heroes  of  the  cross,  Tancred  alone  betrayed  some  sentiments 
of  compassion;  yet  we  may  praise  the  more  selfish  lenity  of 
Raymond,  who  granted  a  capitulation  and  safe  conduct  to 
the  garrison  of  the  citadel.'**  The  holy  sepulchre  was  now 
free;  and  the  bloody  victors  prepared  to  accomplish  their 
vow.  Bareheaded  and  barefoot,  with  contrite  hearts,  and 
m  a  humble  posture,  they  ascended  the  hill  of  Calvary, 

Besides  the  Latins,  who  are  not  ashamed  of  the  massacre,  see  Elmacin 
(Hist.  Saracen,  p.  363),  Abulphang.  (Pynask  p.  243)»  and  M.  de  Guignw  (ii 
p.  ii.  99),  from  Aboulmahaseo. 

The  old  tower  Psephina,  in  the  Middle  Ages  Nehlosa,  was  named  OMtel- 
him  Pisantim,  from  the  patriarch  Daimbert.  It  is  still  the  citadel,  the  residence 
of  the  Turkish  aga,  and  oommands  a  prospect  of  the  Dead  Sea,  Judea.  and 
AnUa  (d*AnvilK  pp^  19-18).  It  wm  UkMriM  mIM  tha  Toirar  ««  Divid. 
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amid  the  load  anthems  of  the  cleigy;  kiaaed  the  atone  which 
had  ooT6fed  the  Sayiour  of  the  world;  and  bedewed  with 
teaiB  of  joy  and  penitence  the  monnmeiit  of  their  redemp- 
tloB.  Thia  union  of  the  fiercest  and  most  tender  paasiona 
haa  been  yarionaly  considered  by  two  philoeophera;  by  the 
one  (Hume,  Hist,  of  England,  i.  Sll,  8yo)  as  easy  and  natu- 
ral; by  the  other,***  aa  abanid  and  inoredible.  Perhapa  it 
18  too  rigoronaly  applied  to  the  aanie  peraona  and  the  aame 
hoar:  the  example  of  the  rirtooas  Gkidfrey  awakened  the 
piety  of  hia  companiona;  while  they  eleanaed  their  bodiea, 
they  pnrifled  their  minda;  nor  ahall  I  beliere  that  the  most 
aident  in  alanghter  and  rapine  were  the  foremost  in  the  pro- 
ceanon  to  the  holy  sepokhre. 

Bight  daya  (a.d.  1009,  Joly  28)  after  thia  memorable 
event,  whieh  Pope  Urban  did  not  live  to  hear,  the  Latin 
efaiefa  pfooeeded  to  the  election  of  a  king,  to  guard  and 
govern  thdr  eonqueata  in  Paleatine.  Hugh  the  Great,  and 
Stephen  of  Ohartree,  had  retired  with'  aome  loaa  of  reputa- 
tion, whieh  they  strove  to  regain  by  a  aeeond  croaade  and 
an  honorable  death.  Baldwin  was  eatabliahed  at  Bdeaaa, 
and  Bohemond  at  Antioch,  and  two  Roberta,  the  duke  of 
Kormandy***  and  the  count  of  Flandera,  preferred  their  fair 
inheritanoe  in  the  West  to  a  donbtfol  competition  or  a  bar- 
ren sceptre.  The  jealonsy  and  amlntion  <^  Baymond  were 
condemned  by  hia  own  followers,  and  the  free,  the  jost,  the 
nnanimoas  voice  of  the  army  proclaimed  Godfrey  of  Bouil- 
lon the  first  and  most  worthy  of  the  championa  d  Ohriaten- 
dom.  His  magnanimity  accepted  a  trust  as  full  of  danger  as 
of  glory ;  but  in  a  city  where  his  Saviour  had  been  crowned 
with  thorns  the  devout  pilgrim  rejected  the  name  and  en- 
signs of  royalty;  and  the  founder  of  the  kingdom  of  Jerusa- 
lem contented  himself  with  the  modest  title  of  Defender  and 


•»  Vohaira,  in  his  Rnai  snr  l*Hiflt.  aen.  iL  e.  64.  ^.  SM. 

'<>•  The  Eufflii^h  ascribe  to  Robert  of  Normandj,  and  the  Provincials  to  Rhv- 
mond  of  ThouTouae,  the  glory  of  refusing  the  crown;  but  the  honest  voice  of 
tndltlon  has  preserved  the  memory  of  the  ambl^n  and  revenge  (YOlellwdouin, 
Vo.  18<)  of  the  count  of  St.  Gitofl.   H»  died  at  the        of  fiipoH»  wUeh'wM 
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Baron  of  the  Holy  Sepulchre.  His  government  of  a  single 
year  (a.d.  1100,  July  18),"*  too  short  for  the  public  happi- 
ness, was  interrupted  in  the  first  fortnight  by  a  summons  to 
the  tield  by  the  approach  of  the  vizier  or  sultan  of  Egypt, 
who  had  been  too  slow  to  prevent,  but  who  was  impatient  to 
avenge,  the  loss  of  Jerusalem.  His  totul  overthrow  in  the 
battle  of  Ascalon  (a.d.  1099,  Aug.  12)  scaled  the  establish- 
ment of  the  Latins  in  Syria,  and  signal ized  the  valor  of  the 
French  princes,  who  in  this  action  bade  a  long  farewell  to 
the  holy  wars.  Some  glory  might  be  derived  from  the  pro- 
digious inequality  of  numbers,  though  I  shall  not  count  the 
myriads  of  horse  and  foot  on  the  side  of  the  Fatimites;  but, 
except  3,000  Ethiopians  or  blacks,  who  were  armed  with 
flails,  or  scourges  of  iron,  the  Barbarians  of  the  South  fled 
on  the  first  onset,  and  afforded  a  pleasing  comparison  be- 
tween the  active  valor  of  the  .Turks  and  the  sloth  and 
effeminacy  of  the  natives  of  Egypt.  After  suspending  be- 
fore the  holy  sepulchre  the  sword  and  standard  of  the  sul- 
tan, the  new  king  (he  deserves  the  title)  embraced  his  de- 
parting companions,  and  could  retain  only  with  the  gallant 
Tancred  300  knights,  and  2,000  foot  soldiers,  for  the  defence 
of  Palestine.  His  sovereignty  was  soon  attacked  by  a  new 
enemy,  the  only  one  against  whom  Godfrey  was  a  coward. 
Adhemar,  bishop  of  Puy,  who  excelled  both  in  council  and 
action,  had  been  swept  away  in  the  last  plague  of  Antioch: 
the  remaining  ecclesiastics  preserved  only  the  pride  and 
avarice  of  their  character;  and  their  seditious  clamors  had 
required  that  the  choice  of  a  bishop  should  precede  that  of 
a  king.  The  revenue  and  jurisdiction  of  the  lawful  patri- 
arch were  usurped  by  the  L;itin  clergy:  the  exclusion  of  the 
Greeks  and  Syrians  was  ju.stitied  by  the  reproach  of  heresy 
or  schism  (Renaudot,  ITist.  Patriarch.  Alex.  p.  479);  and, 
under  the  iron  yoke  of  their  deliverers,  the  Oriental  Chris- 
tians regretted  the  tolerating  government  of  the  Arabian  ca- 
liphs.   Daimbert,  nrchbishop  of  Pisa,  had  long  been  trained 

*^  HmMoo.  th*  tetdo  of  Aaodoo,  «tc.,  ia  WiUiMAol  Tjn,  L  is.  «.  l-ll, 
and  ia  Ifaa  ooadnitoa  «l  tha  latia  hiiigfiaBa  aC  tha  fliai  onuMa.  • 


Digrtized  by  Google 


« 


€>F  TBS  nOMAH  BMPIBE  17 

in  Ae  ■eerot  poliej  of  Home :  he  brought  a  fleet  of  his  coun- 
trymen' to  the  flticcor  ol  the  Holy  Land^  and  was  installed, 
without  a  cnmpetHor,  the  spiritual  and  temporal  head  of  the 
church.  The  new  patriarch"*  immediately  gmsped  the  scep- 
tre which  had  been  acquired  by  the  toil  and  blood  of  the 
Tictorious  pilgrima;  and  both  Godfrey  and  Bohemond  sub- 
mitlad  to  leceire  at  hie  hands  the  inyestiture  of  their  feudal 
poflsessione.  Nor  waa  this  suflleient;  Daimbert  claimed  the 
immediate  property  of  Jemsalem  and  Jaffa:  instead  of  a 
fim  and  genercNiB  refoaali  iSbit  liero  ne^otiatad  with  the 
priest;  a  quarter  of  ehber  eity  waa  oeded  to  the  ehnrch; 
and  the  modest  bishop  was  satisfied  with  an  eTentnal  re- 
Teraion  of  the  rest,  on  the  death  of  CkxLfrej  without  chil- 
dren, or  on  the  futnre  acquisition  of  a  new  seat*  at  Cairo 
or  Damascus. 

Without  this  indu]|pBiioe,  the  conqueror  would  have 
almost  been  stripped  of  bia  infant  kingdom  (a.d.  lOfl^ 
1187),  whi<A  consisted  only  of  Jerusalem  and  Jaffa,  with 
about  twenty  villages  and  towns  of  the  adjacent  country."* 
Within  thia  narrow  Tcrge,  the  Mahometans  wero  still  lodged 
in  some  impregnable  caadea;  and  the  husbandman,  the 
trader,  and  the  pilgrims,  were  exposed  to  daily  and  do- 
mealic  hoatility.  By  the  arms  of  Oodfrey  himself,  and  of 
the  two  Baldwins,  his  brother  and  cousin,  who  succeeded 
to  tha  throne,  the  Latins  breathed  with  more  ease  and  safety; 
and  at  length  they  ci^ualled  in  the  extent  of  their  dominions, 
though  not  in  tiie  millions  of  their  aubjeets,  the  aaeieat 
princes  of  Judah  and  Israel  "*  After  the  reduction  of  the 


>"  CMnn  of  the  pstrisreh  Mmbert,  m  WiVRMn  of  Tyn  (I  be.  e.  16-18,  z. 
4.  7,  9),  who  nH!«ort9  with  iiwi^dloftB  eiodor  tlM  IndepmdeiiMof  ibecoiiqiwra 

and  kings  of  Jerusalem. 

■**  WflL  Tyr.  L  z.  19.   The  Hfat.  Wenm.  of  Jacobus  A  Vitritieo  (t  i  c.  81- 

aiid  tho  Sccrota  Fidclniin  r'niris  of  !nnrinti5  SaruitUH  (I.  M.  p.  K),  doNllbe 
tko  state  and  conquests  of  the  Latin  kingdom  of  Jerusalem. 

An  Mtnal  imtster,  not  todndhif  the  trfbee  of  Levi  and  Benjamin,  gave 
l)nvid  an  army  of  1.300,000,  or  1,574.000  fi,?hting  men ;  trhtch.  with  the  addi- 
tion of  women,  children,  and  slaves,  may  imply  a  population  of  13,000,000.  ia 
a  conntrr  69  leagnes  In  length,  mi  SO  braoA  The  honest  and  ratteoal  te  Clere 

(rommont.  on  ?d  Sam.  xrir  r\nd  l«t  Throe,  zzl.) MrtMWt a^gOflVte  IMI^  Md 
mutters  his  suapicion  oi  a  false  transcript  1  -  - 
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maritime  eitiM  xsi  Laodioea,  Tripoli,  Tyre,  and  Aacalon,"* 
whioli  were  powerfully  assisted  bj  the  fleets  of  Yenioe, 
Genoa,  and  Rsa,  and  even  of  Flandeis  and  Norway,"*  the 
range  of  sea-coast  from  Scanderoon  to  the  borders  of  Egypt 
was  possessed  by  the  Christian  pilgrims.  If  the  prince  of 
Antioch  disclaimed  his  supremacy,  the  counts  <d  Bdessa 
and  Tripoli  owned  themselves  the  yassals  of  the  king  of 
Jerusalem:  the  Latins  reigned  beyond  the  Euphrates;  and 
the  four  cities  of  Hems,  Hamah,  Damascus,  and  Aleppo, 
were  the  only  relics  of  the  Mahometan  coDqueats  in  Syria."* 
The  laws  and  language,  the  manners  and  titles,  of  the  French 
nation  and  Latin  church,  were  introduced  into  these  trans- 
marine colonies.  According  to  the  feudal  jurisprudence, 
the  principal  states  and  subordinate  baronies  descended  in 
the  line  <^  male  and  female  succession;'"  but  the  children 
of  the  first  conquerors,"*  a  motley  and  degenerate  race,  were 
dissolved  by  the  luxury  of  the  climate;  the  arrival  of  new 
crusaders  frmn  Europe  was  a  doubtful  hope  and  a  casual 
event.   The  service  of  the  feudal  tenures"*  was  performed 


114  These  sieges  are  related,  each  in  its  proper  place,  in  the  great  historv  of 
William  of  Tjn,  from  the  izth  to  the  zTiiitn  book,  and  more  brieflj  told  by  Ber- 

nardua  ThcsaurariuH  (dc  Acqiiisit.  Torra-  Sanclav  89-08,  pp.  732-740.  Somo 
domestic  iacta  are  celebrated  in  the  Chronidee  of  Pisa,  Genoa,  and  Venice,  in 
If  unt  vL  Is.  xii. 

"*  Quidam  populufl  de  insulia  occidentis  cgreaaus,  ct  maxinic  do  ca  parte  quae 
Norvegia  didtur.  William  of  Tvre  (1.  xi.  c.  14,  p.  804)  marks  their  course  per 
Britumieam  mare  «t  CUpen  to  the  tiege  of  SMml 

Benelathir,  Hpud  de  Guigncs.  HisU  dM  HuDfl,  fl.  pertii.  160,  A.D.  llSt. 
Ue  must  speak  of  the  inland  countiy. 

Banut  TOiy  eensiblj  descants  on  the  misehfefo  of  female  swcoewten,  In  a 
land  hosiibus  circumdala,  ubi  cuiicta  virilia  ot  virluosa  cs.so  debersiDt.  Yet,  at 
the  summons,  and  with  the  approbation  of  her  feudal  lord,  a  noble  damsel  was 
oblfged  to  choose  a  hnsbaad  and  champion  (Asiiass  de  Jerosalem,  c  143.  etc.). 
See  ill  M.  di;  r,iiignos  (torn.  i.  44 1 -47 1 )  the  accurate  and  useful  tabloaof  thaae 
djnastiee,  which  are  chiefly  drawn  frpm  the  Ltgnagea  d*  Outreiner, 

They  were  caDed  by  derision  PotUlaiiu,  Pullani,  and  their  name  is  never 
pronounced  without  contempt  (Ducange,  GIohs.  Latin,  v.  636,  and  Observ.  sur 
Joinyille,  p.  84.  Jacob  4  Vitriaoo,  Hist.  Hieroeol.  1.  i.  c.  67,  72,  and  Saout* 
L  Ui.  p.  yiii.  c.  2,  p.  182).  Dlustrium  Tirorum  qui  ad  Teme  Sanct»  .  .  .  . 
liberationem  in  ipai  aaanaaruBt  dagsnerea  fllii  .  .  .  .  in  delidia  amitriti,  aaoUaa 
at  effssminati,  etc. 

in  Thia  antheotie  detail  ia  estnoiad  fkom  the  Aaaiaea  de  Jerusalem  (c  324, 
83e>33i).  Saaut  (L  UL  p.  vUk  o.  Ir  ^  ltd)  nakooa  onlj  S18  kalffhta,  and  »,m 
loUtfwua. 
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by  666  knights,  who  might  expect  the  aid  of  200  more  tmder 
the  banner  of  the  count  of  Tripoli;  and  each  knight  was 
attended  to  the  field  by  four  squires  or  archers  on  horse- 
back.'** Five  thousand  and  seventy  five  sergeants,  most 
probably  foot  soldiers,  were  supplied  by  the  churches  and 
cities;  and  the  whole  legal  militia  of  the  kingdom  could  not 
exceed  11,000  men,  a  slender  defence  against  the  surround- 
ing myriads  of  Saracens  and  Turks.'*'  But  the  firmest  bul- 
wark of  Jerusalem  was  founded  on  the  knights  of  the  hos- 
pital ol  St.  John,'**  and  of  the  temple  of  Solomon;'**  on  the 
Btrangp  association  of  a  monastic  and  military  life,  which 
fanaticism  might  suggest,  but  which  policy  must  approve. 
The  flower  of  the  nobility  of  Europe  aspired  to  wear  the 
croM,  and  to  profess  the  vows,  of  these  respectable  orders; 
their  spirit  and  discipline  were  immortal;  and  the  speedy 
donation  of  28,000  farms,  or  manors,''*  enabled  them  to  sap- 
port  a  regular  force  of  cavalry  and  iniantry  for  the  defence 
of  Palestine.  The  aosterity  ol  the  eonvent  soon  evaporated 
in  the  ezesolie  of  anns:  the  world  was  scandaliaed  by  the 
pride,  avarice,  and  ooirnption  of  these  Christian  soldiers; 
their  claims  of  immunity  and  jurisdiction  disturbed  the  har- 
mony of  the  church  and  state;  and  the  public  peace-  was 
enduigeied  by  their  jealous  emulation.   But  in  their  most 

The  sum  toial,  and  ibe  dirisUm,  Mcertaia  the  aeirice  of  the  three  greet 
btraoiee  •»  100  kolghte  eeeh;  and  the  text  of  the  Aeefeee*  whieh  exteade  the 

somber  to  500.  can  only  be  justified  by  this  supposition. 

Yet  on  great  emerninciee  (Bays  Sanut)  the  baroos  brought  a  voluntarj 
aid,  deeenteia  comlUfein  wtom  fnzta  etetom  eaum. 

William  of  Tyre  (1-  x^'"-  c  3,  4,  5)  relates  the  Ipioble  origin,  and  earijr 
loaoleQce,  of  the  HoepitaUere,  who  soon  deaerted  their  humble  patron,  St.  John 
tike  Hteemoaynary,  for  Aa  aMwe  august  eharaeter  el  St.  John  the  l^ptiat  (aee 
the  ineffectual  struggles  of  Pagi,  Critica,  A.D.  1009,  Nos.  14-18)  They  assumed 
the  profeeaioii  of  arms  about  the  jear  1120;  the  Hoapital  was  mater,  the  Temple, 
iUuv  the  Tentonle  order  waa  faooded  a.i>.  1190,  at  the  alega  of  Aere  (Moaheim. 
Institut.  p.  389). 

Sk  Bernard  de  Laude  Nora  Militia  Teaq^  oompoeed  ▲.!>.  1132-1136,  in 
0pp.  L  pi  i.  647.  ed.  Ilahilloo,  Vanel  ITSO.  Sveh  aa  anaaaiiian,  whieh  ia 
thrown  awi^r  aatha  dnd  Tanplan,  would  be  highlj  vahiad  bj  the  hialociaiia 
«l  Malta. 

>•«  Matthew  Paris.  Hiat  Major,  p.  544.  He  aasigns  to  the  Hoepital!ar8 1  »;000. 
to  the  Templars  9,000  materia,  a  word  of  much  higher  import  (as  Ducange  has 
righa7oboerTed)iB  thal«|UahthaaiB  IhalVMfihldiQak  HMer  ia  a  kMdahiff^ 
aiaapfr  a  dwelliog. 
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dlieolute  period  the  knigbti  d       hospital  tad  torapl» 

maintained  their  fearless  and  fanatic  ehaivcter;  they  neg- 
lected to  live,  bat  they  were  prepared  to  diOf  in  the  service 
of  Christ;  and  the  spirit  of  chiyalry,  the  parent  and  offspring 
of  the  crusades,  has  been  transplanted  by  this  institation 
from  the  holy  sepulchre  to  the  isle  of  Malta. "•• 

The  spirit  of  freedom,  which  pervades  the  feudal  insti- 
totioiiB,  was  felt  in  its  strongest  energy  by  the  volunteera 
of  the  cross,  who  elected  for  their  chief  the  most  deserv- 
ing of  his  peers.  Amid  the  slaves  of  Asia,  unconscious  of 
the  lesson  or  example,  a  model  of  political  liberty  was  intro- 
duced; and  the  laws  of  the  French  kingdom  are  derived 
from  the  purest  source  of  equality  and  justice.  ,0f  such 
laws,  the  first  and  indispensable  condition  is  the  assent  of 
those  whose  obedience  they  require,  and  for  whose  benefit 
they  are  designed.  No  sooner  had  Godfrey  of  Bouillon  ac- 
cepted the  office  of  supreme  magistrate  than  he  solicited  the 
public  and  private  advice  of  the  Latin  pilgrims,  who  were 
the  best  skilled  in  the  statutes  and  customs  of  Europe. 
From  these  materials,  with  the  counsel  and  approbation  of 
the  patriarch  and  barons,  of  the  clergy  and  laity,  Godfrey 
romposed  the  Assize  of  Jerusalbm,'**  a  precious  monu- 
ment of  feudal  jurisprudence.  The  new  code,  attested  by 
the  seals  of  the  kiiig,  the  patriarch,  and  the  viscount  of  Jeru- 
salem, was  deposited  in  the  holy  scimlchre,  enriched  with 
the  improvements  of  succeeding  times,  and  respectfully  con- 
sulted as  often  as  uuy  tloubtful  question  arose  in  the  tribu- 
nals of  Palestine  With  the  kingdom  and  city,  all  was 
loati"*  the  fragmenta  of  the  written  law  were  pieaerved 

">  In  llie  trat  thiM  tooto  «e  ll»  Htoiolie  dM  Ohwrritew  HM^tm 

I'AbM  do  Vcrtot,  the  rpR(!er  may  amuse  himself  with  a  fafr,  and  pnmptimeH  mt- 
^riag,  picture  oi  the  order,  whUe  it  was  employed  for  the  defeaee  of  FaleetiMi 
TIm  8al)M(|tMiii  books  poniM  their  emiprnitionf  to  Rhodes  and  IfaHs. 

•**  The  Asfisos  de  JerusHlpiii,  in  old  law  FrPnrh,  wpre  printed  with  Bean- 
inanoir's  Coutiimee  de  Beauvoisut  (Bourg«a  and  Paris,  ISi^O,  fol.),  and  illuAtratod 
by  Gaspard  ThMims  do  la  ThsimiMiteto,  wllh  a  oomoMiifc  and  glossanr.  iya 
Italic  ver^toBlMdb6eDpuMMiol6M,MToiiieSbiorthaato«<tli»l^(dm 
of  Cyprus. 

">  AtalwMptvdaok  loiiifMpavda^iatftotrtiMMexpKflridaotliMliilha 
aaiy.  Tot  Jorasslom  oopitobtad  with  8iladiB;  tho  ^nsoaMid  «te  fMptf 
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(a.d.  1099-1369)  by  jealous  tradition'"  and  variable  prac- 
tice till  the  middle  of  the  thirteenth  century:  the  code  was 
restored  by  the  pen  of  John  d'Ibelin,  count  of  Jaffa,  one 
of  the  principal  feudatories;'"  and  the  final  revision  was 
accomplished  in  the  year  thirteen  hundred  and  siztj-iiine, 
for  the  use  of  the  Latin  kingdom  of  Cyprus.'" 

The  justice  and  freedom  of  the  constitution  were  main- 
tained by  two  tribunals  of  unequal  dignity,  which  were 
instituted  by  Godfrey  of  Bouillon  after  the  conquest  of 
Jerusalem.  The  king,  in  person,  presided  in  the  upper 
court,  the  oonrt  of  the  barons.  Of  these  the  four  most 
eonspicumift  were  the  prince  of  Galilee,  the  lord  of  Sidon 
and  Cesarea,  and  the  counts  of  Jaffa  and  Tripoli,  wlio,  per- 
baps  with  the  oonatable  and  marshal,'"  were  in  a  special 
manner  the  compeers  and  judges  of  each  other.  Bat  all  the 
nobles,  who  held  their  lands  immediately  of  the  orown,  were 
entitled  aqd  bound  to  attend  the  king's  court;  and  each 
baron  exercised  a  similar  jurisdiction  in  the  subordinate 
aseemblicB  of  his  own  feudatories.  The  connection  of  lord 
and  vassal  was  honorable  and  Toluntary:  reverence  was  due 
to  llie  benefactor,  protection  to  the  dependant;  but  they 
mutnaUj  pledged  their  faith  to  esch  other;  and  the  obli- 
gation on  either  side  might  be  suspended  by  neglect  or  dis* 

GhriatiADS  departed  in  peace ;  and  a  code  so  predoua  and  so  portable  could  not 
profolM  the  avarioe  of  tM  oonqueron.  I  bave  aonietlmes  mspeeted  tlie  exist- 
ence of  this  orij^nal  copy  of  tho  TToly  Sepulchre,  which  might  bo  invented  to 
sanctify  and  authenticate  the  traditionary  customs  of  the  French  in  Palestine. 

>**  A  noble  lawyer,  Baool  doTUmrie,  denied  the  prayer  of  Elng  Amaiiri  (A.D. 
llM-1205)  Ihftt  he  would  commit  his  Icnowledgo  to  writing,  and  frankly  declared, 

de  ce  qu'il  savoit  ne  feroit  0  ja  nul  boijois  son  pareill,  no  null  sage  homme 
hCtr<  (c.  281). 

***  The  compiler  of  thin  work.  Jean  (ribclin,  was  count  of  Jafta  and  Ascalon. 
lord  ol  Baruth  (Berytus^  and  Rames,  and  died  a.d.  1266  (Sanut,  L  iii.  p.  ti.  e.  6, 
8).  The  funily  of  Ihehn,  which  descended  from  a  younger  brother  of  a  count 
of  Chartres  in  Prance,  long  flourished  in  PaleHttne  and  Cyprus  (Lignagee  de  de<^ 
Mer,  or  d'Outremer,  c.  6,  at  the  end  of  the  Assises  de  Jerusalem,  an  original 
hook,  which  records  the  pedigrees  of  the  French  adventurers). 

"°  By  sixteen  commissioners  chosen  in  the  states  of  the  island:  the  work 
was  finished  1369.  Nor.  3.  sealed  with  four  seals,  and  deposited  in  the  cathedral 
of  Nicosia  (see  the  preface  to  the  Assises). 

The  cautious  John  d'Ibelin  arguoH,  rather  than  affirms,  that  Tripoli  is 
the  fourth  barony,  and  expresses  soms  doubi  eOManing  ibo  right  or  yrniwiinn 
oC  the  oonatable  and  marshal  (c  3U). 
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•olved  by  njnry.  The  oqgidHDioo  of  nHuniagHi  and  lett»- 
BMntB  ms  blflnded  widi  region,  aad  naurped  by  the  okigy; 
but  the  oivil  and  eriniBal  oauaaa  of  the  aoblea,  the  inheii* 
tence  and  tenine  of  ihair  ilefa,  formed  the  proper  oconpalioB 
of  the  anpreiiie  oonrt  Bach  member  waa  the  jadge  aad 
guardian  both  of  publie  and  private  righta.  It  waa  hla  dntgr 
to  aaaert  with  hia  tongue  and  awoid  the  lawful  olaima  of  the 
lord;  but  if  an  vnjoat  anperior  pieaiuiied  to  violate  ih»  fiee> 
dom  or  property  of  a  vaaaal,  the  confederate  peera  stood 
forth  to  maintain  hie  qnarrel  by  woid  and  deed*  Thej 
boldly  aiBrmed  hia  innooenee  and  hia  wrongs;  demanded 
the  reatitatian  of  hia  liberty  or  hia  landa;  suspended,  after 
a  fmitleaa  demand,  their  own  aenrioe;  reecaed  their  brother 
from  priaoD;  and  employed  every  weapon  in  hia  drfence, 
without  oflering  diraet  violence  to  the  peraon  of  their  lord, 
which  was  ever  aacred  in  their  eyes.'**  In  tiieir  pleadings, 
replies,  and  rejoinders,  the  advocatea  of  the  court  were  sub- 
tile and  copious;  but  the  use  of  argument  and  evidence  was 
often  superseded  by  judicial  combat;  and  the  Asai^e  of 
Jerusalem  admits  in  many  cases  this  barbarous  institution, 
which  has  been  slowly  abolished  by  the  laws  and  manners 
of  Europe, 

Tlie  trial  by  battle  was  established  in  all  criminal  cases, 

which  affected  the  life,  or  limb,  or  honor,  of  any  person; 
and  in  all  civil  transactions,  of  or  above  the  value  of  one 
mark  of  silver.  It  appears,  that  in  criminal  cases  the  com- 
bat was  the  privilege  of  the  accuser,  who,  except  in  a  charge 
of  treason,  avenged  his  personal  injury,  or  the  death  of  those 
persons  whom  he  had  a  right  to  represent;  but  wherever, 
from  the  nature  of  the  charge,  testimony  could  be  obtained, 
it  was  necessary  for  him  to  produce  witnesses  of  the  fact. 


Kntre  seiffnor  et  homme  ne  n'n  que  la  foi ,  .  .  roahi  tant  qo©  rhomme 
doii  i  son  seigDor  reverence  en  loutes  choiieH  (c.  206).  Tonti  les  homtnee  dudit 
Mgraaa»MBtiMrtadito  Assine  tenualmuniWMitns  .  .  .  .  et  en  celte  sisaliW 
que  le  seifrtior  metie  main  on  face  tnettr©  au  cots  oti  au  M  d'aucuii  d\vatifl  miimi 
eagard  el  saos  connoissaDce  de  court,  que  tous  )ee  autrM  doiveot  venir  devant 
l»  Mifpior.  etc  (312).  The  im  et  Mr  i— uBiliMiuM  Is  eeseehed  with  ftm 
DoUe  slmpUcilj  eC  iieedoiB. 
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In  civil  cases,  the  combat  was  not  allowed  as  the  means  of 
establishing  the  claim  of  the  demandant;  but  he  was  obliged 
to  produce  witnesses  who  had,  or  assumed  to  have,  knowl- 
edge of  the  fact.  The  combat  was  then  the  privilege  of  the 
defendant;  because  he  charged  the  witness  with  an  attempt 
by  perjury  to  take  away  his  right.  He  came  therefore  to  be 
in  the  same  situation  as  the  appellant  in  criminal  cases.  It 
was  not  then  as  a  mode  of  proof  that  the  combat  was  received, 
nor  as  making  negative  evidence  (according  to  the  supposi- 
tion of  Montesquieu'");  but  in  every  case  the  right  to  offer 
battle  was  founded  on  the  right  to  pursue  by  arms  the  re- 
dress of  an  injury;  and  the  judicial  combat  was  fought  on 
the  same  principle,  and  with  the  same  spirit,  as  a  private 
duel.  Champions  were  only  allowed  to  women,  and  to  men 
maimed  or  past  the  age  of  sixty.  The  consequence  of  a 
defeat  was  death  to  the  person  accused,  or  to  the  champion 
or  witness,  as  well  as  to  the  accuser  himself;  but  in  civil 
Cix.ses,  the  demandant  was  punished  with  infamy  and  the 
loss  of  his  suit,  while  his  witness  and  champion  suffered 
an  ignominious  death.  In  many  cases  it  was  in  the  option 
of  the  judge  to  award  or  to  refuse  the  combat:  but  two  are 
specified,  in  which  it  was  the  inevitable  result  of  the  chal- 
lenge; if  a  faithful  vassal  gave  the  lie  to  his  compeer,  who 
unjustly  claimed  any  portion  of  their  lord's  demesnes;  or 
if  an  unsuccessful  suitor  presumed  to  impeach  the  judgment 
and  veracity  of  the  court.  He  might  impeach  them,  but  the 
terms  were  severe  and  perilous:  in  the  same  day  he  succes- 
sively fought  all  the  members  of  the  tribunal,  even  those  who 
had  been  absent:  a  single  defeat  was  followed  by  death  and 
infamy;  and  where  none  could  hope  for  victory,  it  is  highly 
probable  that  none  would  adventure  the  trial.  In  the  Assize 
of  Jerusalem,  the  legal  subtlety  of  the  count  of  Jaffa  is  more 
laudably  employed  to  elude,  than  to  facilitate,  the  judicial 


L' Esprit  des  Loix,  1.  xxviii.  In  the  forty  years  sinoe  itg  publication,  no 
work  has  beso  more  read  and  eritiosed ;  and  this  spirit  of  inquiry  which  it  has 
tMllod  is  MA  tk»  Isast  o(  our  okOig^tioiiB  to  Um  Mitlwr. 
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eonlMili  wldok  li6  dorivos  from  s  pilMiplB  cf  kottov  MliMV 
than  of  rapmtitioii.*** 

Among  the  caoseB  which  enfranehiBed  ih»  pkbeiam  tnm 
the  yoke  of  feudal  ^laanj,  the  iaetitiitioii  of  eittee  aad  oor- 
poratkms  is  one  of  ^e  most  powerful;  and  if  tiiose  of  Pales- 
tine are  coeval  with  the  firat  eniaade,  they  may  be  laiiked 
with  the  meet  ancient  of  the  Latin  world.  Many  of  the  pil* 
grime  had  escaped  from  their  lords  nnder  the  banner  of  the 
cross;  and  it  was  the  policy  of  the  French  princes  to  tempt 
their  stay  by  the  sssnranoe  iA  llie  rights  and  privileges  of 
freemen.  It  is  expressly  declared  in  the  Assise  of  Jemsa- 
lem,  that  after  instituting,  for  his  knights  and  bsrons,  the 
conrt'of  peers,  in  whieh  he  presided  himnelf,  Godfrey  of 
Bouillon  established  a  seooiid  tribunal,  in  which  his  penon 
was  represented  by  his  Tisconnl  The  jurisdiction  of  this 
inferior  court  extended  over  the  burgesses  of  the  kingdom ; 
and  it  was  composed  of  a  select  number  of  the  most  discreet 
and  worthy  citizens,  who  were  sworn  to  judge,  according  to 
the  laws,  of  the  actions  and  fortunes  of  their  equals.'**  In 
the  conquest  and  settlement  of  new  cities,  the  example  of 
Jerusalem  was  imitated  by  the  kings  and  their  great  vassals; 
and  above  thirty  similar  corporations  were  founded  before 
the  loss  of  the  Holy  Lund.  Another  class  of  subjects,  the 
Syrians,***  or  Oriental  Christians,  were  oppressed  by  the  zeal 
of  the  clergy,  and  protected  by  the  toleration  of  tlie  state. 
Godfrey  listened  to  their  reasonable  prayer,  that  they  might 
be  judged  by  their  own  national  laws  A  third  court  was 
instituted  for  their  use,  of  limited  and  domestic  jurisdiction: 


Ibr  the  iDtefflgenoe  of  this  obscure  And  obsolete  jurisprudemw  (c  80-1 1 1 ), 
I  am  deeply  indebted  to  the  friendabip  of  a  learned  lord,  who,  with  an  accurate 
and  discerning  eye,  has  surveyed  the  philosophic  history  of  l.iw.  Ey  studies, 
posteritj  might  be  enriched:  the  merit  of  the  orator  and  the  judge  can  be  /eil 
only  by  his  contemporaries. 

Louis  le  Gros,  who  is  considered  as  the  father  of  this  institution  in  France, 
did  not  begin  his  reign  till  nine  years  (a.d  11  OS)  after  Godfrey  of  Bouiliun 
(Assises,  c.  2,  324).  For  its  origin  and  effects,  see  the  jndldOQt  reiBMrkS  Of 
Sobertson  (Hist,  of  Char.  V.  i.  30-36,  261-265,  4to  ed.). 

Every  reader  conversant  with  the  historians  of  the  crusades  will  under- 
■ftBiid  by  the  people  des  Sunons,  the  Ortontal  ChriHtians,  Mslehiles,  Jaoobitea, 
or  NettoriaoB,  who  bad  aU  adopted  tbe  Me  of  Um  Arabic  leifMHc  <iv.  491). 
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the  sworn  members  were  SjrianSi  in  blood,  langnage,  and 
religion;  but  the  office  of  the  president  (in  ArabiCi  of  the 
raii)  was  sometimes  exercised  by  the  viscount  of  the  city. 
At  an  immeasurable  distance  below  the  nobles^  the  burgesses^ 
and  the  strangers ^  the  Assize  of  Jerusalem  condeBcends  to 
mention  the  villainB  and  sktwv,  the  peasants  of  the  land  and 
the  captives  of  war,  who  were  almost  equally  considered  as 
the  ol^jeots  ai  property.  The  rdief  or  protection  of  these 
unhappy  men  was  not  esteemed  worthy  of  the  earn  of  the 
legislator;  but  he  diligently  provides  for  the  reooyery, 
though  not  indeed  for  the  punishment,  of  the  li^gHiTes. 
Like  hounds,  or  hawks,  who  had  strayed  from  the  lawful 
owner,  they  might  be  lost  and  eUdmed:  the  slaif<e«ad  falcon 
were  of  the  same  yalue;  but  three  slaves,  or  twelve  oxen, 
were  aeoumulated  to  equal  the  price  of  the  war-horse;  and 
a  sum  of  three  liiindied  pieces  ol  gold  was  teed,  in  the  age 
of  chivalry,  aa  the  eqiOTalent  €tt  the  more  noble  animal. 


AssisM  de  Janualem  (310,  311,  312).   TIwm  laws  w«f«  •naeied  u  lata 

HM  the  year  1350,  in  the  kingdom  of  Crprua.  In  the  aame  century,  in  the  reign 
oi  Edward  I..  I  undaratand,  foxaalata  publieaiiou  (of  his  fiook  of  AoootiJi^ 
that  the  pnoa  of  a  war-liona  waa  not  laaa  azorbitanl  in  Kngtand. 
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CHAPTEB  LIX 


Preservation  of  the  Greek  Empire — Numbers^  Passage^  and 
Evenly  of  the  Second  and  Third  Crusades — St.  Bernard — 
Reign  of  Saladin  in  Egypt  and  Syria — Uis  Conquest  of 
Jeru8ale7n — Naval  Crusades — Richard  the  First  of  Eng- 
land— Pope  Innocent  the  Third;  and  the  Fourth  and  Fifth 
Crusades — The  Emperor  Frederic  the  Second — Louis  the 
Ninth  of  France;  and  the  last  two  Crusades — ExpuUion 
of  the  LaUne  or  Franks  by  the  Mamalukee 

IN  a  8^1e  less  grave  than  that  of  history,  I  should  perhaps 
compare  the  emperor  Alexius'  (a.d.  1097-1118)  to  the 
jackal  who  is  said  to  follow  the  steps,  and  to  deyoor 
the  leavings,  of  the  lion.  Whatever  had  been  his  loan  aad 
toils  in  the  passage  of  the  firat  crusade,  they  were  amply  rec- 
ompensed by  the  subsequent  benefits  which  he  derived  from 
the  exploits  of  the  Franks.  His  dexterity  and  vigilance  se- 
onred  their  first  conquest  of  Nice;  and  from  this  threatening 
station  the  Turks  were  compelled  to  evacuate  the  neighbor- 
hood of  Constantinople.  While  the  crusaders,  with  blind 
valor,  advanced  into  the  midland  countries  of  Asia,  the 
crafty  Greek  improved  the  favorable  occasion  when  the  emiis 
of  the  sea-coast  were  recalled  to  the  standard  of  the  sultan. 
The  Turks  were  driven  from  the  isles  of  Rhodes  and  Chios: 
the  cities  of  Bphesus  and  Smyrna,  of  Sardes,  Philadelphia, 
and  Laodicea,  were  restored  to  the  empire,  which  Alexius 
enlarged  from  the  Hellespont  to  the  banks  of  the  Meander, 
and  the  rocky  shores  of  Pamphjlia.  The  churches  resumed 
their  splendor;  the  towns  were  rebuilt  and  fortified;  and  the 


*  Anna  Oomneoft  ralalw  Imt  tether's  oooqiMrts  b  Asto  Minor,  Atadad,  L  zi. 

321;  I.  x\r.  419;  his  Cilician  war  against  Tancred  and  Boheraond,  p.  328;  the 
'  WMT  of  Bpinu,  with  tedious  proUxit/,  L  xii.  xiii.  346:  the  death  of  Bohamood, 
1.  ihr.  41t. 
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desert  country  was  peopled  with  colonies  of  ChristiaiM,  wbo 
were  gently  removed  from  the  more  distant  and  dangerous 
frontier.  In  these  paternal  cares  we  may  forgive  Alexias, 
if  he  forgot  the  deliverance  of  the  holy  sepulchre;  but,  by 
the  Latins,  he  was  stigmatized  with  Ihe  foul  reproach  of 
tretson  and  desertion.  They  had  Bwom  fidelity  and  obedi* 
ence  to  hit  throne;  but  he  had  promised  to  aanst  their  enter- 
prise in  person,  or,  at  least,  with  his  troope  and  treesniee; 
his  base  retreat  dissolved  their  obligations;  and  the  eword, 
which  had  been  the  instrument  of  their  victory,  was  the 
pledge  and  title  of  their  jnsi  independence.  It  does  not 
appear  that  the  emperor  attempted  to  revive  his  obsolete 
claims  over  the  kingdom  of  Jerusalem  ;*  but  the  borders  of 
Oilicia  and  Syria  were  more  recent  in  his  poaiessioif,  and 
more  aooessible  to  his  arms.  The  great  army  of  the  em- 
seders  was  annihilated  or  dispersed;  the  prineipality  of 
Antioeh  was  left  without  a  head,  by  the  aniprise  and  ci^ 
tinty  of  Bohemond:  his  tansom  had  oppiessad  him  with  a 
hearj  deht;  aad  his  Ndmaa  Idlowen  were  inaoAhsaeni  to 
repel  the  hostifitiea  cf  the  Greeks  and  Tarka.  In  fhiB  dis- 
tress, B^emond  embnoed  a  msgnaoimoiu  moliiioiit  of 
leaving  the  defence  of  Antlooh  to  Us  kinsman,  the&ithfal 
Tancred ;  of  arming  the  West  againat  the  Bysaotina  en^rirs, 
and  of  exeenttng  tiie  design  which  he  inherited  from  the 
lessons  and  example  of  his  father  Gnisoaid.   His  embarka* 

if  we  may  credit  a  tale  of  the 
princess  Anna»  he  passed  the  hostile  sea  closely  secreted 
in  a  coffin.*  Bat  his  reception  in  France  was  dignified  by 
the  public  applause,  and  his  marriage  with  the  king's  daugh- 
ter; his  return  was  glorious,  since  the  bravest  spirits  of  tha 
age  enlisted  under  his  veteran  command;  and  he  repassed 


*  The  kings  of  JcruHnlem  submitted,  however,  to  a  nomioal  depeodenoe,  and 
fa  the  dun  of  tlicir  msc-ripti<m8  (one  ii  itOl  legiUe  to  the  church  ol  JBttUaiii| 
tbvf  raspectfuUj  placed  before  their  own  ite  tmm  «C  ite  wigning  mt^mm 
(Ducange,  Diaaert  aur  JoinviUe,  xxrii.  319). 

*  Anna  Oomnena  adds  that,  to  oomplete  the  imftation,  he  was  ahul  up  iMk 
a  dead  rook ;  and  condescends  to  wonder  how  the  Barbarian  cniild  endure  (fee 
cuniinemeni  awi  putxeiaotion.    liaa  absurd  tale  ia  unkuown  to  the  iAiioa. 
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the  HnWfttf"  at  the  head  of  5,000  hone  and  ^O^XK)  foot» 
ainomMdl  from  the  most  remote  clImateB  of  Burope.*  The 
steength  of  Bnrazzo  and  pntdenoe  of  Alexius,  the  progreea 
of  famine  and  approach  of  winter,  elnded  hie  ambitions 
hopes;  and  the  venal  confederates  were  seduced  bom  his 
standard.  A  treaty  of  peace*  suspended  the  fears  of  the 
Greeks;  and  they  were  finally  delivered  by  the  destii  of 
an  adversary  whom  neither  oaths  could  bind,  nor  dangers 
could  appall,  nor  prosperity  could  satiate.  His  children  sac- 
ceeded  to  the  principality  of  Antioch;  but  the  boundaries 
were  strictly  defined,  the  homage  was  clearly  stipulated,  and 
the  cities  of  Tarsus  and  Malmistra  were  restored  to  the  Byz- 
antine emperors.  Of  the  coast  of  Anatolia,  they  possessed 
the  entire  circuit  from  Trebizond  to  the  Syrian  gates.  The 
Seljukian  dynasty  of  Roum*  was  separated  on  all  sides  from 
the  sea  and  their  Mussulman  brethren;  the  power  of  the 
sultans  was  shaken  by  the  victories,  and  even  the  defeats, 
of  the  Franks;  and  after  the  loss  of  Nice,  they  removed 
their  throne  to  Cogni  or  Icon  mm,  an  obscure  and  inland 
town  above  300  miles  from  Constantinople."  Instead  of 
trembling  for  their  capital,  the  Gomnenian  princes  waged 
an  offensive  war  against  the  Turks,  and  the  first  crusade 
prevented  the  fall  of  the  declining  empire. 

In  the  twelfth  century,  three  great  emigrations  marched 
by  land  from  the  West  to  the  relief  of  Palestine.    The  sol- 


*  kw  •vA«c,  in  the  Bjzantine  Geography,  roust  mean  England ;  yet  we  are 
more  credibly  informed  that  our  Henry  I.  would  not  guffer  him  to  lery  any  troops 
to  bia  kingdom  (Ducange,  Not.  ad  Alexiad,  p.  41). 

*  The  copy  of  the  treaty  (Alexiad,  1.  xiii.  406)  is  nn  original  and  curious 

KB0,  which  would  require,  and  might  afford,  a  gooil  map  of  the  principality  of 
tioch. 

*  See,  in  tho  learned  worl<  of  M.  do  Ouig^es  (ii.  part  ii.),  the  history  of  the 
Sdjukians  of  Iconium,  Aleppo,  and  Damascus,  as  far  m  it  may  be  collected  from 
th«  Greeks.  Laliiia»  and  Anbiana.  The  last  are  ignonmt  or  lagardlaaa  Ifaa 
aftiirs  of  FUmm. 

^  Iconium  is  mentioned  as  a  station  by  Xenophon,  and  by  Strabo.  with  the 
atoUnious  title  of  K»fu»*»JUt  (Oellarius.  ii.  121).  Tet  St  Panl  ftmnd  in  that  place 
aimutitudo  of  Jews  and  Gentilon.    Under  the  corrupt  name  of  Kunijah, 

It  it  described  as  a  great  city,  with  a  river  and  gardens,  tliree  leagues  from  the 
Bountaios,  and  decorated  (I  know  not  why)  with  Plato's  tomb  (Abulfeda,  talmL 
afii.  jlM»  van.  Baidn;  and  Um  Index  Oeog.  of  Sdiulleiis  from  Ibo  Said). 

ft 
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diere  and  pilgrims  of  Lombardy,  France  and  GJermany  were 
excited  by  the  example  and  success  of  the  first  crusade* 
(a.d.  1101).  Forty -eight  years  (a.d.  1147)  after  the  deliver- 
ance of  the  holy  sepulchre,  the  emperor  and  the  French 
king,  Conrad  the  Third  and  Louis  the  Seventh,  undertook 
the  second  crusade  to  support  the  falling  fortunes  of  the 
Latins/  A  grand  division  of  the  third  crusade  was  led 
(a.d.  1189)  by  the  emperor  Frederic  Barbarossa,"  who 
sympathized  with  his  brothers  of  France  and  England  in 
the  conmion  loss  of  Jerusalem.  These  three  expeditions 
may  Hbe  compared  in  their  resemblance  of  the  greatness  of 
numbers,  their  passage  through  the  Greek  empire,  and  the 
nature  and  event  of  their  Turkish  warfare,  and  a  brief  par- 
allel may  save  the  repetition  of  a  tedious  narrative.  How- 
ever splendid  it  may  seem,  a  regular  story  of  the  crusades 
would  exhibit  the  perpetual  return  of  the  same  causes  and 
effects;  and  the  frequent  attempts  for  the  defence  or  re- 
covery of  the  Holy  Land  would  appear  so  many  faint  and 
unsuccessful  copies  of  the  original. 

I.  Of  the  swarms  that  so  closely  trod  in  the  footsteps 
of  the  first  pilgrims,  the  chiefs  were  equal  in  rank,  though 
unequal  in  fame  and  merit,  to  Godfrey  of  Bouillon  and  his 
fellow-adventurers.  At  their  head  were  displayed  the  ban- 
ners of  the  dukes  of  Burgundy,  Bavaria,  and  Aquitain:  the 
first  a  descendant  of  Hugh  Capet,  the  second  a  father  of 
the  Brunswick  line:  the  archbishop  of  Milan,  a  temporal 
piinoe,  transported,  for  the  benefit  of  the  Tnrks,  the  treas- 
ures aad  onuunents  of  his  church  and  palace;  and  the  vet- 

*  For  this  supplement  to  the  firat  crusa4e»  aee  Anna  OofluieiiA,  Alexiad,  1.  xl. 
831,  and  book  viii.  of  Albert  Aquensis. 

*  For  Uie  Becoud  crusade  of  Coarad  III.  and  Louis  VII.  see  William  of  Tyre 
(1.  xvi.  c.  18-29),  Otho  of  FriBingeufl.  i.  c.  34-45,  59,  60),  Matthew  Parin  (Hist. 
Major,  p.  68),  Struvius  (Ckirp.  liiat.  Q«rmau.  p.  372).  Script.  Rer.  Francicarum 
k  Duchesna*  hr.  moetaa*  in  Ylw  Manuel,  L  t.  c  4.  6,  6,  pp.  41-48.  GUmamuB, 
L  iL  41. 

*  For  the  third  cruaade  of  Frederic  Barbarosaa  Nicetaa  iu  iHaac  Anjjel. 
1.  ii  c.  3-8,  26t,  SiruT.  (Corp.  Ilial.  Germ  p.  414),  uiid  two  historians  who 
probably  were  mectaton^,  Tagino  (in  Script,  Freher.  i  A^(\,  «'d.  Slruv.)  and  th« 
AnonjmuB  de  Bxpedittone  Aaiaticik,  Fred.  I.  (in  Cauiuii^  Autiq.  Lection,  iii.  iL 
4i8»  ttd.  Bamne«). 
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mn  oraMdeni,  Hugh  the  Great  and  Stephen  of  Ohnrtna, 
retained  to  oounimmate  their  unfiniihed  vow.  The  huge 
and  duorderly  bodies  of  their  followeri  moved  forward  in 
two  colnmns;  and  if  the  fliat  ooneiated  of  200,000  perw>na, 
the  aecond  might  poaeiblj  amount  to  00,000  horse,  and 
100,000  foot"  The  armiee  of  the  second  omsade  might 
have  claimed  the  oonqueet  of  Asia;  the  nobles  of  France 
and  Germany  were  animated  by  the  presence  of  their  sever* 
eigns;  and  both  the  rank  and  personal  charaotom  of  Conrad 
and  Louis  gave  a  dignity  to  their  cause,  and  a  discipline  to 
their  force,  which  might  be  vainly  expected  tern  the  lenda- 
toiy  chiefs.  The  cavalry  of  the  emperor,  and  thai  of  the 
Idi^,  was  each  composed  of  70,000  knights  and  their  imme- 
diate attendants  in  llie  field;'*  and  if  the  light-armed  troops, 
the  peasant  in&ntry,  the  women  and  children,  the  priests 
and  monks,  be  rigorously  excluded,  the  full  account  will 
scarcely  be  satisfied  with  400,000  souls.  The  West,  from 
Borne  to  Britain,  was  called  into  action;  the  kings  of  Po- 
land and  Bohemia  obeyed  the  summons  of  Conrad;  and  it 
is  affirmed  by  the  Greeks  and  Latins  that,  in  the  passage 
of  a  strait  or  river,  the  Byzantine  agents,  after  a  tale  of 
900,000,  desisted  from  the  endless  and  formidable  compu- 
tation." In  the  third  crusade,  as  the  French  and  English 
preferred  the  navigation  of  the  Mediterranean,  the  host  of 
Frederic  Barbarossa  was  less  numerous.  Fifteen  thousand 
knights,  and  as  many  .s(|uir(\s,  were  the  flower  of  the  German 
chivalry :  60,000  horse,  and  100,000  foot,  wer«  mustered  by 


"  A.nn&.  who  ttalM  tiiem  later  swanns  at  40,000  horse,  and  100,000  foot, 

cftllfl  thorn  Normana,  and  places  at  their  head  two  brothers  of  Flanders.  The 
Greeks  were  strangely  ignorant  of  the  names,  fiuniiies,  and  poaaeuionB  of  the 
Latin  princes. 

"  William  of  Tjrre,  and  Mttkhew  Paria,  nAxm  f 0,000  lorioati  In  eMh  cf  Um 
armies. 

**  The  imperfect  enumeration  is  mentioned  by  Cinnamus  (nrpwuKorr^^  MV|H«ftc«), 
and  confirmed  by  Odo  de  Dio^ilo  apud  DncHuge  ad  Oinnamum,  with  the  more 
precise  sum  of  900,566.  Why  must,  therefore,  the  version  and  comment  sup- 
pose the  modest  and  insufficient  reckoning  of  OO.OOOt  Does  not  Godfrej  of 
Vlttfbo (Btntbaon,  p.  zlz.  in  Mumt  tIL  461)  mtciaim: 

— — Numcrum  si  poscere  quadras. 

JGllia  millena  milites  sgmen  erat, 
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the  onperor  in  the  plains  of  Hangarj;  and  after  such  repeti- 
tions we  shall  no  longer  be  startled  at  the  600,000  pilgrims 
wiiich  credulity  has  ascribed  to  this  last  emigration.'*  Sooh 
extrayagant  reckonings  prove  only  the  astonishment  of  con- 
temporaries; but  their  astonishment  most  strongly  bears 
testimony  to  the  existence  of  an  enormous  though  indefi- 
nite multitude.  The  Greeks  might  applaad  their  superior 
knowledge  of  the  arts  and  stratagems  of  war,  but  they  con- 
fessed the  strength  and  courage  of  the  French  cayalry  and 
the  infantry  ol  the  €^ermans;'*  and  the  strangers  are  de- 
scribed as  an  iron  race,  of  gigantic  stature,  who  darted  fire 
from  their  eyes,  and  spit  blood  like  water  on  the  ground. 
Under  the  btmners  of  Oonrad,  a  troop  of  females  rode  in  the 
attitude  and  armor  of  men;  and  the  chief  of  these  Amaaons, 
from  her  gilt  spurs  and  buskins,  obtained  the  epithet  of  the 
€k>lden-footed  Dame. 

^  n.  The  numbers  and  character  of  the  strangen  was  an 
object  of  terror  to  the  effeminate  Qreeks,  and  the  sentiment 
ol  fear  is  nearly  alUed  to  that  of  hatred.  This  aTsndon  was 
suspended  or  softened  by  the  apprdiension  of  the  Turldsh 
power;  and  the  inyectiyes  of  tiie  Latins  will  not  bias  our 
more  candid  belief,  that  the  emperor  Alexius  dissembled 
their  insolence,  eluded  their  hostilities,  counselled  tb«r 
xashness,  and  opened  to  their  ardor  the  road  of  pilgrimage 
and  conquest.  But  when  the  Turks  had  been  driyen  from 
Nice  and  the  sea-coast,  wben  the  Bysantine  princes  no  longer 
dreaded  the  distant  sultans  of  Cogni,  they  f^t  with  purer 
indignation  the  free  and  frequent  passage  of  the  Western 
Barbarians,  who  yiolated  the  majesty,  and  endangered  tiie 


This  exiravagimt  accouDt  is  giYen  by  Albert  of  Stade  (apud  Btruvium,  p. 
414) ;  mj  calculntkm  ii  borrowed  fram  Godfraf  of  Tlterbo.  AmoM  of  LnbocK, 

apud  euiidem,  and  Bernard  Theaaiir.  (c  169,  p.  804).  The  original  writers  are 
silent.  The  liahomeiana  gave  him  200,000,  or  260,000,  men  (fiohMUn,  in  Vit. 
Bdadin.  p.  110>. 

"  I  must  observe  that,  in  the  second  and  third  crusades,  the  subjects  of  Con- 
rad and  Frederic  are  s^led  bv  the  Greeks  and  Orientals  Alamanm.  The  Lechi 
■adlMtfof  Oto— mM  are  Vbm  Mm  Md  Bohmltoi ;  and  It  !■  far  tiio  Fkonch 
that  he  reserves  ttaS  MIoiMt  ■fpollatlOB  oC  OoffBMM.  Ht  SkSWlM  WMm  Iho 
S^rm,  or  B^faiwM. 
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safety  of  the  empire.  The  second  and  third  ernsadea  wece 
undertaken  under  the  reign  of  Manael  Comnenua  and  Isaac 
Angelas.  Of  the  former,  the  passions  were  always  impetn- 
ons,  and  often  malevotont;  and  the  natural  union  of  a  cow- 
ardly and  a  mi8clii«n>iis  tampar  was  exemplified  in  the  lat- 
ter, who,  without  merit  or  merej,  could  puniah  a  tyrant,  and 
oecnpy  his  throne.  It  was  secretly,  and  perhaps  tacitly, 
resolved  by  the  prince  and  people  to  destroy,  or  at  least  to 
diaeonrage,  the  pilgrims,  by  every  species  of  injury  and  op- 
pression ,  and  their  want  of  pmdenee  and  diaoipline  contin- 
nally  afforded  the  pretence  or  the  opportnnify  The  West- 
em  monarchs  had  stipulated  a  safe  passage  and  fair  market 
in  the  country  of  their  ChriatiaB  brethren;  the  treaty  had 
been  ratified  by  oaths  and  hostages ;  and  tk/s  poorest  soldier 
o£  Frederic's  army  was  furnished  with  three  marks  ol  silver 
to  defray  his  expenses  on  the  road.  Bnt  every  e^gagemeat 
was  violated  by  treaehery  and  injnstioe;  and  the  complaints 
of  the  Latins  are  attested  by  tlM  honest  confossioo  of  aOreek 
hisloria&y  who  has  dared  to  prefer  tnilii  to  Us  country. 
Instead  of  a  hospitable  lecepdion,  the  gates  ol  Ike  eitiea^ 
both  in  ESnrope  and  Asia,  were  closely  barred  against  tka 
crosaders;  and  the  acantj  pittance  of  food  was  let  dowa  in. 
baskets  from  tbe  walls.  Experience  or  fore|igkt  nnght  ez.« 
ense  this  timid  jealoosy;  bat  the  oommoii  duties  of  kamaop 
ity  prohibited  the  mixtm  of  chalk,  or  other  poisonoos  in- 
gredienti,  in  the  brsad^  end  should  Manuri  be  acqnittedl 
ol  any  foal  connivance,  he  is  guilty  of  ooining  base  monejy 
for  the  purpose  of  trading  witii  the  pilgrims.  In  every  stq^ 
of  their  march  thej  wero  stopped  or  misled:  the  govenuns 
had  private  orders  to  fortify  the  passes  and  break  down  the 
bridges  against  them:  the  stragglers  were  pillaged  and  mnr- 
dered:  the  soldiers  and  horses  were  pierced  in  the  woods  by 
arrows  from  an  invisible  hand  \  the  sick  were  bomed  in  their 
beds;  and  the  dead  bodies  were  hong  on  gibbets  along  the 


*•  Nicetaii  wm  s  cMM  «I  tii«  tMOiid«rundb^  bat  to  IkM  Iw  etaanndad 
aiiliiH  the  FniTikis  th«  iniportHtii  poll  «t  PMInpofiNa  CtoMMi  Is  tefeolia 

with  national  projudice  uud  pride. 
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highways.  These  injuries  exasperated  the  champions  of 
the  cross,  who  were  not  endowed  with  evangelical  patioioe; 
and  the  Byzantine  princes,  who  had  provoked  the  unequal 
conflict,  promoted  the  embarkation  and  march  of  these  for- 
midable guests.  On  the  verge  of  the  Turkish  frontier  Bar- 
barossa  spared  the  guilty  Philadelphia,"  rewarded  the  hos- 
pitable Laodioeftf  deplored  the  hard  necessity  that  had 
stained  hia  awoid  with  any  drops  of  Chriatiaii  blood.  la 
their  intercourse  with  the  monarohs  of  Germany  and  France, 
the  pride  of  the  Greeks  was  exposed  to  an  anxious  trial. 
They  might  boast  that  on  the  first  interview  the  seat  of 
Louis  was  a  low  stool  beside  the.  throne  of  Manuel;'*  but 
no  sooner  had  the  French  king  transported  his  army  beyond 
the  BosphiNrns  than  he  refused  the  offer  of  a  second  confer* 
ence,  unless  his  brother  would  meet  him  on  equal  termS| 
either  on  the  sea  or  land.  With  Conrad  and  Frederic,  the 
ceremonial  was  still  nicer  and  mora  diiBeult:  like  the  sue- 
ceBsois  of  Constantine,  they  styled  themselres  emperors  of 
the  Bomans;'*  and  flrmly  maintained  the  purity  of  theur  title 
and  dignity.  The  first  of  these  representatiTes  of  Charle- 
magne would  only  converse  with  Manuel  on  horseback  in 
the  open  field;  the  second,  by  passing  the  Hellespont  rather 
than  the  Bosphorus,  declined  the  view  of  Constantinople 
and  its  sovereign.  An  emperor,  who  had  been  crowned  at 
Borne,  was  reduced  in  the  Greek  epistles  to  the  humble  ap- 
pellation of  BsXy  or  prince  of  the  Alemanni;  and  the  vain 
and  feeble  Angel  us  affected  to  be  ignorant  of  the  name  of 
one  of  the  greatest  men  and  monsrohs  of  the  sge.  While 
Ifaey  viewed  with  hatred  and  suspicion  the  Latin  pilgrims,  the 

"  The  conduct  of  the  PhiladelphianH  is  blamed  by  Nicetas,  while  the  anonr- 
mous  German  accuses  the  rudeness  of  his  countrymen  (culp4  nostrA).  Illstorjr 
would  be  pleasant,  if  we  were  embarraaned  only  by  nteh  oootndictionH.  It  is 
ttkowi-^f^  frnm  Nicptas  that  we  learn  the  pions  and  humane  sorrow  of  Frederic. 

**  XfoMoAq  tip*,  which  Cionamus  translates  into  Latin  by  the  word  2€AA««». 
Ducange  works  vwj  hard  to  save  his  king  and  country  Crom  lueh  ignominy  Jtur 
Joinvillc,  dissert  xzvii.  317).  Louis  afterward  insisted  on  a  meeting  in  nnii  eK 
equo.  not  ex  equo,  according  to  the  laughable  readings  of  some  U3&. 

**  Ego  Ronaoonun  imperator  ■um,  ilto  Romaniontm  (Aoodtb.  Guiia.  p.  512). 
The  public  and  historical  style  of  the  Oreeks  wa^  ?^  .  .  . .  priuttfM.  iM  Ola- 
namuB  owns  that  i^vmmv^  is  synonymous  to  BmrtK€v%. 
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Greek  emperors  maintained  a  strict,  thongh  secret,  alliance 
with  the  Turks  and  Saracens.  Isaac  Angelus  complained, 
that  by  his  friendship  for  the  great  Saladin  he  had  incurred 
the  enmity  of  the  Franks;  and  a  mosque  was  founded  at 
Constantinople  for  the  public  exercise  of  the  religion  of 
Mahomet. 

III.  The  swarms  that  followed  the  first  crusade  were  de- 
stroyed in  Anatolia  by  famine,  pestilence,  and  the  Turkish  , 
arrows;  and  the  princes  only  escaped  with  some  squadrons 
of  horse  to  accomplish  their  lamentable  pilgrimage.  A  just 
opinion  may  be  formed  of  their  knowledge  and  humanity: 
of  their  knowledge,  from  the  design  of  subduing  Persia  and 
Chorasan  in  their  way  to  Jerusalem ;  of  their  humanity,  from 
the  massacre  of  the  Christian  people,  a  friendly  city,  who 
came  out  to  meet  them  with  palms  and  crosses  in  their 
hands.  The  arms  of  Conrad  and  Louis  were  less  cruel  and 
imprudent;  but  the  event  of  the  second  crusade  was  still 
more  ruinous  to  Christendom;  and  the  Greek  Manuel  is 
accused  by  his  own  subjects  of  giving  seasonable  intelli- 
gence to  the  sultan,  and  treacherous  guides  to  the  Latin 
princes  Instead  of  crushing  the  common  foe,  by  a  double 
attack  at  the  same  time  but  on  different  sides,  the  Germans 
were  urged  by  emulation,  and  the  French  were  retarded  by 
jealousy.  Louis  had  snnrcely  passed  the  Bosphorus  when 
he  was  met  by  the  returning  emperor,  who  had  lost  the 
greater  part  of  his  army  in  glorious,  but  unsuccessful,  ac- 
tions on  the  banks  of  the  Meander.  The  contrast  of  the 
pomp  of  his  rival  hastened  the  retreat  of  Conrad ;  the  deser- 
tion of  his  independent  vassals  reduced  him  to  his  hereditary 
troops ;  and  he  borrowed  some  Greek  vessels  to  execute  by 
sea  the  pilgrimage  of  Palestine.  Without  studying  the  les- 
sons of  experience,  or  the  nature  of  war,  the  king  of  Prance 
advanced  through  the  same  country  to  a  similar  fate.  The  * 
vanguard,  which  bore  the  rojal  banner  and  the  oriflamme  of 


•  fb  the  Bpist.  of  Innoe:  m.  (xHI.  184),  u4  Om  Hift  tl  Mmim  (p.  in), 
am  tlw  Tkrtra  of  a  pope  toA  •  mH  on  Hiii  ifti^iilar  MMMlMk 
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8t.  Denjiy**  had  doubled  their  march  with  raah  and  iiiooii' 
■idaiate  speed;  and  the  rear,  which  the  king  commanded  in 
penon,  no  longer  found  their  companions  in  the  evening 
eamp.  In  darkneas  and  disorder  thej  were  encompassed, 
assaultedi  and  overwhelmed  bj  the  innnmerable  host  of 
Turks,  who  in  the  art  of  war  were  sapehor  to  the  Chris- 
tians of  the  twelfth  century.  Louis,  who  climbed  a  tree  in 
the  general  discomfiture,  was  saved  by  his  own  valor  and 
the  ignorance  of  his  adversaries;  and  with  the  dawn  of  day 
lie  escaped  alive,  but  almost  alone,  to  the  camp  of  the  van- 
guard. But  instead  of  pursuing  his  expedition  by  land,  he 
was  rejoiced  to  shelter  the  relics  of  his  army  in  the  friendly 
seaport  of  SataUa.  From  thence  he  embarked  for  Antiooh; 
but  so  penurious  was  the  supply  of  Greek  vessels,  that  they 
eould  only  afiord  room  for  his  knights  and  nobles;  and  the 
plebeian  crowd  d  infantry  was  left  to  perish  at  the  foot  of 
the  Pamphylian  hills.  The  emperor  and  the  king  embraced 
and  wept  at  Jerusalem;  their  martial  trains,  the  remnant  of 
mighty  annies,  were  joined  to  the  Ohristian  powers  of  Syria, 
and  a  fruitleas  siege  of  Damascus  was  the  final  effort  of  the 
seoond  crusade.  Conrad  and  Louis  embarked  for  Europe 
with  the  personal  fame  of  piety  and  courage;  but  the  Ori- 
entals  had  braved  these  potent  monarehs  of  the  Franks, 
with  whose  names  and  militaiy  forces  they  had  been  so 
often  threatened.*"  Perhaps  they  had  still  more  to  fear 
from  the  veteran  genius  of  Frederic  the  First,  who  in  his 
youth  had  served  in  Asia,  under  his  uncle  Conrad.  Forty 
campaigns  in  Qermany  and  Italy  had  taught  Barbarossa  to 
command;  and  his  soldiers,  even  the  princes  of  the  empire, 
were  accustomed  under  his  reign  to  obey.   As  soon  as  he 


*  As  «oiiiili  ol  YoeHi,  tiM  kbigt  «l  Jftwmem  wtrt  th*  TMnb  and  adnwilw 

of  the  monMtory  of  St.  Denys.  The  saint's  peculiar  banner,  which  Ihoy  received 
fit>m  ttMftbbo^  w»so(  ft aquaro  lonn,  *ad» red  or /(amtny  color.  Tbeor0amm« 
anpeftrtd  tt  tlM  hmA  fli  tb»  Vtanefa  miM  froa  tlM  slith  to  tto  zrth  Motavf 
(fhican^o  sur  Joinrilla,  difltert  xriii.  244-253). 

**  Th«  ori^nal  VkeBoh  bisionw  of  Uie  Mooad  cruaftde  sra  Uie  Gestft  Ludovtoi 
TIL  pubfiehediBtlw  inhvolttMal  IHidMMM*iOollaotloo.  ThtMOMTdiuM 
aontftuia  xomjij  original  lettan  d  tin  Usg^  ol  Sugar  Ilia  aaiaiattr,  Ite  ktaa 
dnowiaanU  o<  aoUiMitio  biitoijr. 
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IO0I  sight  of  Philadelphia  and  Laodicea,  the  last  cities  of  the 
Greek  frontier,  he  plunged  into  the  salt  and  barren  desert,  a 
land  (says  the  hietorian)  of  horror  and  tribulation."  Duriiig 
twenty  days,  every  step  of  his  fainting  and  sickly  march  wae 
besieged  by  the  innomerable  hordes  of  Turkmans,"  whose 
numben  and  lory  seemed  after  each  defeat  to  multiply  and 
inflame.  The  emperor  eontinued  to  struggle  and  to  suffer; 
and  such  was  the  measure  of  his  ealamities,  that  when  he 
reached  the  gates  of  loonium  no  more  than  1,000  knighli 
were  able  to  serve  ou  horseback.  By  a  endden  and  resolute 
aasanlt,  he  defeated  the  guards,  and  stormed  the  capital  ol 
the  sultan,**  who  humbly  sued  for  pardon  and  peace.  .The 
road  was  now  open,  and  Frederic  advanced  in  a  ceieer  of 
triumph,  till  he  was  unfortunately  drowned  in  a  petty  tor- 
rent of  Gilicia.*'  The  remainder  of  his  Gennaas  was  con- 
sumed by  sickness  and  desertion;  and  the  emperor's  son 
ezjnred  with  the  greater  part  of  his  Swabian  vassals  at  the 
si^  of  Acre  Among  the  Latin  heroes,  Godfrey  of  fionll- 
Ion  and  Frederic  Barbarossa  alone  eonld  aehieve  the  pssssgs 
of  the  Lesser  Asia;  yet  even  their  soecess  was  •  wwning; 
and  in  the  last  and  most  experienoed  age  ol  the  eraasdii, 
every  nation  preferred  the  sea  to  the  toils  and  perils  of  an 
inland  ezpeditloii*'' 

The  enthusiasm  of  the  first  onisade  is  a  naliixai  sad  aim* 
pie  event,  while  hope  was  fresh,  danger  untried,  and  enter* 
prise  congenial  to  the  spirit  of  the  times.  But  the  obstinate 


*  Tamm  horroria  et  salaugintB,  tenMD  risoHiv  slartMa  Iommbbhi.  Aaoa* 
TOMMI*  OMois.  p.  617     The  emphatic  lan^age  of  a  mSerer 

**  Gens  innamera,  sylTesiris,  mdomit&,  pncdoaos  sine  ductore.  The  sultan 
«f  Cogni  might  ■iaoeraljr  fl«|oiu  In  dieir  defeat    Anonym  Cuiis.  p  617. 

8eo  in  the  anonymous  writer  in  the  collection  of  Canisius,  Tajririo,  and 
Bohadiu  (Vit.  Sahidin,  p.  119),  the  ambiguous  oouducl  ol  Kilu^  Aralaa,  sultan 
<tf  Gogiii.  who  hated  ud  feared  boih  Saladia  and  IMMa, 

*'  The  desire  of  compflring  two  frreat  men  has  tempted  many  writers  to 
drown  Frederic  iu  the  river  Oyduua,  m  which  Alexander  so  imprudaoU/  baUiad 
(Q.  Curt.  I.  Hi.  c  4.  5).  Bui  fhw  «h»  aanh  of  lha  aMparor,  1  iMter  Jadga  Iteft 
hto  Saleph  18  the  rniycadnus,  a  stream  of  leas  fame  but  of  a  longer  course. 

**  MariniM  Sauuius,  a.d.  Ittl,  lay*  it  down  aa  a  pr80Bpt»  Qaod  stolua 
Bedeeias  Mr  temm  niilhtwif  «t  dncMiSa.  BtiiMltM^  bf  Aa  Iknm  SM, 
the  objectxm,  or  rather  exo^pSoB,  «C  tia  tat  CHMids  |9«nia  fUlliMDi  IhMl^ 
i  u.  pars.  ii.  c.  L  p  31). 
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persermaoe  of  Europe  maj  indeed  exoite  our  pttjr  and  ai^ 
miratkm;  that  no  iofltiuotioii  should  have  been  drawn  from 
constant  and  adrersc  experieaoe;  tbafc  the  same  ocmfidenoe 
should  have  repeatedly  grown  from  the  same  failures;  that 
BIZ  succeeding  generations  should  have  rushed  headlong 
down  the  precipice  that  was  open  before  them;  and  that 
men  of  erecy  condition  should  have  staked  their  public  and 
prirate  fortunes  on  the  desperate  adventure  of  poiiinewisg 
or  leoorerlng  a  tombstone  1^000  miles  from  tbnr  coQntiy. 
In  a  period  of  two  centuries  aftw  the  conneil  of  Olermonli 
each  spring  and  summer  produced  a  new  emigmtion  of  pil- 
grim warriors  for  the  defence  of  the  Holy  Land;  bat  ihe 
ssTon  great  armamente  or  crusades  were  exoited  by  some 
impending  or  recent  calamity:  the  nations  were  moyed  by 
the  authority  of  their  pontiffs,  and  the  example  of  their 
kings:  their  nal  was  kindled,  and  their  reason  was  silenced^ 
by  the  roiee  of  their  holy  orators;  and  among  these,  Beii> 
nard,*  the  monk,  or  the  saint,  may  claim  (a.]>.  1091-1168) 
the  most  honorable  place.  About  eight  years  before  the 
first  conquest  of  Jerusalem,  he  was  born  of  a  noble  family, 
in  Burgundy  ;  at  the  age  of  three-and-twenty,  he  buried 
himself  in  the  monastery  of  Oiteaux,  then  in  the  primitive 
fervor  of  the  institution;  at  the  end  of  two  years  he  led  forth 
her  third  colony,  or  daughter,  to  the  valley  of  Olairvauz'* 
in  Champagne;  and  was  content,  till  the  hour  of  his  death, 
with  the  humble  station  of  Abbot  of  his  own  community. 
A  philosophic  age  has  abolished,  with  too  liberal  and  indis- 
criminate disdain,  the  honors  of  these  spiritnal  heroes.  The 
meanest  among  them  are  distinguished  by  some  energies  of 

*  Tho  raost  authentic  informatJon  of  St.  Bernard  must  bo  drawn  from  hit 
own  wriiiugB,  published  ia  a  oorrect  edition  tnr  Pere  MabiUon,  aad  ^reprinted  at 
Tmiee,  1T6t.  •  foL  Wbafeever  Menduilp  aouM  reeolleet,  or  raperitltloii 
could  iiiM.  is  contained  in  the  two  Lives.  \rj  his  diacipleB.  in  the  viih  volume- 
whatever  learning  and  critieiiai  eonld  aacertain  may  b*  loand  m  Uw  preiaoet 
al  the  BanacKeihie  aditor. 

Olalnraax,  Bomamed  the  Valley  of  Abajmtil,  fa  situated  vn<mi  the  woods 
near  Bar  sur  Aube  in  Champaf<ne.  St.  Bernard  would  blush  at  the  (>omp  of  tha 
church  and  monaatery ;  he  wouM  ask  for  the  library,  and  I  know  not  %7bedMr 
ka  would  be  mach  edified  by  a  tan  of  800  muids  (914  1  7th  hogsheads),  which 
tlmatilftto  tlMi  ol  OekMbeig  (Mateo.  Itited'iiaa  ttandi  BibUoth.  sIyL  lan 
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the  mind ;  thej  were  at  least  superior  to  their  yotaries  and 
disciples;  and,  in  the  race  of  superstition,  they  attained  the 
prize  for  which  such  numbers  contended.  In  speech,  in 
writing,  in  action,  Bernard  stood  high  above  his  rivals  and 
contemporaries;  his  compositions  are  not  devoid  of  wit  and 
eloquence;  and  he  seems  to  have  preserved  as  much  reason 
and  humanity  as  may  be  reconciled  with  the  character  of  a 
saint.  In  a  secular  life,  he  would  have  shared  the  seventh 
part  of  a  private  inheritance ;  by  a  vow  of  poverty  and  pen- 
ance, by  closing  his  eyes  against  the  visible  world, by  the 
refusal  of  all  ecclesiastical  dignities,  the  abbot  of  Clairvaux 
became  the  oracle  of  Europe,  and  the  founder  of  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  convents.  Princes  and  pontiffs  trembled  at 
the  freedom  of  his  apostolical  censures:  France,  England, 
and  Milan,  consulted  and  obeyed  his  judgment  in  a  schism 
of  the  church:  the  debt  was  repaid  by  the  gratitude  of  In- 
nocent the  Second;  and  his  successor  Eugenius  the  Third 
was  the  friend  and  disciple  of  the  holy  Bernard.  It  was 
in  the  proclamation  of  the  second  crusade  that  he  shone  as 
the  missionary  and  prophet  of  God,  who  called  the  nations 
to  the  defence  of  his  holy  sepulchre."  At  the  parliament  of 
Vezelay  he  spoke  before  the  king,  and  Louis  the  Seventh, 
with  his  nobles,  received  their  crosaes  from  his  hftnd.  The 
abbot  of  Clairranx  then  marched  to  the  Ion  easy  conquest 
of  the  emperor  Oonrad:  a  phlegmatic  people,  ignofant  of 
his  language,  was  transported  bj  the  pathetic  yahemence 
of  his  tone  and  gestures;  and  his  progress,  from  Constance 
to  Cologne,  was  the  trinmph  of  eloquence  and  zeal.  Ber- 
nard applauds  his  own  snocess  in  the  depopulation  of  Eu 
rope;  affirms  that  cities  and  castles  were  emptied  of  their 

**  The  disciples  of  the  saint  (Yit.  Ima.  1.  iii.  c  2,  p.  1232,  Vit  lida.  c  16, 
No.  1883)  reoord  a  maireUous  example  of  hit  pious  apaUijr.  Juxta  lacum  etiam 
iMMtmMBMm  loliiM  diei  UiiMi«  pergens,  peoltiM  nen  •ttoDdil  ant  m  vMtn  dob 
vidit.  Cum  enim  ▼espere  facto  de  eodem  lacft  socii  cnHoqtiercnitir,  interrogabat 
eos  ubi  kcus  ille  eaaet;  et  mirati  sunt  uniTeni.  To  admire  or  despise  St.  Ber- 
Uffd  m»  be  ought,  the  reader.  Mm  oiTMlf,  thoiikl  bam  before  the  wiadowt  of  hie 
lihrary  the  beauties  of  that  incomparable  landscape. 

*'  Oiho  Friiing.  L  i.  c.  4.  Bernard.  &piai.  863,  ad  Franc.  Orient.  0pp.  i. 
OS.  Tit.  4k  villas. 
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inhabitants;  and  coni{mteB  that  only  OBO  man  mm  left  be- 
hind for  the  coDK^tion  of  MTen  widows."*  The  blind 
fanatios  wm  desirous  of  electing  liim  for  their  genenl;  but 
the  example  of  the  kennit  Peter  was  before  his  eyes;  and 
while  he  assured  the  cmsaden  ol  the  divine  favor,  he  pru- 
dently deolined  a  military  oonmyuidi  in  which  failure  and 
yiotoiy  would  have  been  almost  eqnnUy  di^gnoelai  to  \m 
oharaoter.**  Yet,  after  the  oalamitous  efent^  the  abbot  of 
Olainranx  was  londly  aooneed  as  a  false  propliefti  tbe  author 
of  the  pnbUe  and  priTate  numming;  bk  enemieB  ezolled, 
bis  fiiends  blnabed,  and  his  apology  was  sbw  and  nnsatu- 
^toiy.  He  jostifleB  bis  obedienoe  to  the  commands  of  the 
pope;  expatiates  on  the  mysterions  ways  of  piondenoe;  im- 
putes the  misfortones  of  the  pilgrims  to  their  own  sins;  and 
modestly  insinnates  that  his  mission  had  been  ^ipvoyed  by 
signs  and  wonders,**  Had  the  faot  been  certain,  the  sign* 
ment  wonld  be  decisive;  and  bis  faithful  diadples,  who 
enumerate  twenty  or  thirty  miracles  in  a  day,  appeal  to 
the  public  assemblies  of  France  and  Germany,  in  which 
they  were  performed.**  At  the  present  hour,  such  prodigies 
will  not  obtain  credit  beyond  the  precincts  of  Olairvaux; 
but  in  the  preternatural  cures  of  the  blind,  the  lame,  and 
the  sick,  who  were  presented  to  the  man  of  Ck>d,  it  is  im- 
possible f or  ns  to  ascertain  the  separate  sbsies  of  accident, 
of  faney,  of  imposture,  and  of  fiction. 

Omnipotence  itwU  cannot  escape  the  murmurs  of  its  dis- 
cordant votaries;  shice  the  same  dispensation  which  was 


"  Mandaatis  et  obedivi  ....  muldpUcati  sunt  super  numerum ;  vacu&ntnr 
uriMS  el  OMtella ;  «t  pene  Jam  ma  invaniuiit  qnem  ttpprahendMit  atiplMB  aiuHerM 
ttDmB  virum ;  adeo  ubtque  vidase  vivig  remanent  viris  Btmard.  Kplst.  p.  247, 
Quid  sum  ut  dispooaio  aoies,  nt  egrediar  ante  facies  armatorum,  Mfc 
qufd  tam  renotum  %  profmaiw  maA,  ■!  Ttrm,  si  periiia,  etc.,  epiat.  SM,  i.  S8S. 
He  speakg  with  contempt  of  the  hermit  Poior.  vir  quidam,  epi"^t.  3t)3. 

^  Sic  diount  foraitu  iste,  onda  aciffiua  quod  »  Dooiiiio  Mnno  egraMHis  sUT 
QusB  signa  to  fads  ot  credamus  tfWf  N<m  aet  qood  ad  lata  fpae  laapondeam; 
percendum  verecundin  mese,  reapoode  tu  pro  me,  et  pro  (e  lp«o,  secundum  qufe 
▼idis(i  e(  audisU,  et  secundum  quod  te  i&spirayerU  Deua.  Oonaolafc.  L  ii.  c  1. 
0pp.  li.  4S1. 

"  TeaUiuoulaa  to  Vita  1id%  L  It.  «.  S^  C.  0pp.  vl.  ittt^  1.  vL  c      .  a 

1286. 
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•pplanded  m  *  dtliyinum  in  Bmope  was  deplored,  and 
perliaiMl  anraigned,  as  a  calamity  in  Asia.  After  the  loss  of 
Jennalem,  the  Syrian  logilives  difhised  their  consternation 
and  Bagdad  monnied  in  the  dust;      oadi  Zeined- 

din  of  Damaacns  tore  his  beard  in  the  caliph's  presence;  and 
tiiA  whole  diTan  shed  tears  at  his  melancholj  tale.**  fiat 
the  ocMnmanden  of  the  faithful  could  only  weep;  thaj  were 
themaelyea  oaptlvw  in  the  hands  of  the  Turks;  some  tem- 
poral power  was  restored  to  the  last  age  of  the  Abbassides; 
but  their  humble  ambition  was  confined  to  Bagdad  and  the 
adjacent  proyince.  Their  tyrants,  the  Seljnkian  anltana, 
had  followed  the  oommon  law  of  the  Asiatb  djnaatieB,  the 
nnoeaeing  vonnd  of  Talort  groatnesa,  diaoord,  d^geneiacj, 
and  decay:  tiieir  apirit  and  power  were  nncqnal  to  the  de- 
fence of  religion;  and,  in  bis  distani  realm  of  Penia,  the 
Christiaiui  were  atraqgers  to  the  name  and  the  arms  of  San- 
gier,  the  leat  hero  of  hia  race.**  While  the  anltana  were  in- 
YolTcd  in  the  aillcen  web  of  the  harem,  the  piona  taak  was 
nndertaken  by  their  alayea,  the  Atabeka;**  a  Torldah  name 
which,  like  the  Byaantine  patriciana,  may  be  translated  by 
Father  of  the  Prince.  Aaoanaar,  a  valiant  Tork,  had  been 
the  &Torite  of  Halek  Shah,  from  whom  he  receiyed  the 
privilege  of  standing  on  the  right-hand  of  the  throne;  but, 
in  the  civil  wars  that  enaned  on  the  monaroh*a  death,  he 
loat  hia  head  and  the  government  of  Aleppo.  His  domestie 
emirs  persevered  in  their  attachment  to  Ida  aon  Zenghi  (a.d. 
1127-1145),  who  proved  hia  first  arms  against  the  Franks  in 
the  defeat  of  Antioch:  thirty  campaigns  in  the  service  of  the 


«  AbalmduMn  apod  de  Ouignes,  HIat  te  Hnu,  IL  p.  fi.  99. 

"  ArticU  in  the  Biblio.  Orient,  of  d'Herbelol,  and  de  GuignM,  II  p.  i.  230- 
961.  Such  was  hi«  valor  tliat  he  was  BU^led  the  aeooud  Aieiaadw;  and  such 
the  ostnvagant  lore  of  hb  Miliiloets  that  tliej  prayed  for  the  aultan  %  jear  aflar 
his  decease.  Yet  Sanffiar  mipht  have  been  made  prisoner  by  the  Franks,  as 
well  as  b/  the  Usee,  fie  reigned  near  flftj  /ears  (a.d.  1103-1152),  and  waa 
a  BMinHleeDt  patron  of  Peirian  poetry. 

^  Clironologj  of  the  Atabeks  of  Irak  and  Syria,  in  de  Giiignes,  i.  254;  and 
the  reigns  of  Zenghi  and  Noureddin  in  the  aame  writer  (ii.  p.  iL  147-221)»  who 
usee  ^e  Arabic  text  of  Benelathir,  Ben  fldiounah,  and  Abiilfeda;  llie  BibL 
Orient,  under  the  articles  AtaMf  WBAKomnMim,  and  the  DjaasiieB  of  Abut' 
pharag.  p.  260,  vers.  Pooock. 
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caliph  and  sultan  established  his  military  fame;  and  he  was 
invested  with  tha  oommaad  of  Mosul,  as  the  only  champion 
that  eonld  arenge  the  cause  of  the  prophet  The  publio 
hope  was  not  disappointed:  after  a  siege  of  twenty-five 
days,  he  stormed  ^e  ettjf  ol  Bdeesa,  and  recoTeied  from 
the  Franks  their  conquests  beyond  the  Euphrates:**  the 
martial  tribes  of  Cnrdistan  were  subdned  by  the  independ* 
ent  sovereign  of  Mosul  and  Aleppo;  his  soldieis  vese  taught 
to  behold  the  ounp  as  their  only  country;  they  Imsted  to  his 
liberality  lor  their  rewards;  and  their  absent  famiKeB  were 
proteeted  by  the  vigiknee  of  Zenghi.  At  the  head  of  Ihese 
▼eterMBS,  Ida  son  Nooreddin  giadiiallj  (a.d.  1145-1174) 
muted  the  Mahometui  powers;  added  tiie  kingdom  of  Da- 
masons  to  ^t  of  Aleppo,  and  waged  a  long  and  sneoessfnl 
war  against  the  Christians  of  8yria;  he  spread  his  ample 
reign  from  the  Tigris  to  the  Nile,  and  tilie  Abbassides  re- 
warded iheir  faithf nl  servant  with  all  the  titiea  and  prerog- 
atiyes  of  royalty.  The  Latins  themselves  were  compelled 
to  own  the  wisdom  and  oonrage,  and  even  the  jnstioe  and 
]iiety,  of  this  implacable  adversary.**  In  his  life  and  gov- 
ernment, the  holy  warrior  revived  the  seal  and  simplicity 
of  the  first  oaUphs.  Oold  and  silk  were  banished  from  his 
palace;  the  use  of  wine  from  his  dominions;  ^he  pnblie  rev- 
enoe  was  serapulously  applied  to  the  publio  service;  and 
the  frugal  household  of  Noureddin  *waa  maintained  from 
his  legitimate  share  of  the  spoil,  which  he  vested  in  the 
purchase  of  a  private  estate.  His  favorite  sultana  sighed 
for  some  female  object  of  expense.  "Alas,"  replied  the 
king,  "I  fear  God,  and  am  no  more  than  the  treasurer  of 


■  William  of  Tyre  (I.  xri.  c.  4,  5,  7)  describes  the  loss  of  Rdessa,  Mid  the 
d«»tb  of  Zenghi.  The  oorruplioa  of  hia  name  into  Sanguin  afforded  the  Latuu 
a  comf ortabto  ftlliukm  to  hii  wmguimiu  $  irhtTif***  tad  and,  St  wtfigiiine  Mn> 

gttinoleiitua. 

^  Noradinua  (aaya  Will,  of  Tyre,  I.  xz.  33)  maximus  nominia  el  fldoi  Chris* 
tifOUB  poiMeutor;  |»rineep8  tamen  jnatoB.  vafer,  profrMua,  ct  ■ecundum  genUa 
eu»  titulittonea  religforas.  To  this  Catholic  witiMM  W9  may  add  the  primate 
9i  the  Jacobites  (Abulpharag.  p.  267).  quo  non  alter  ant  inter  regee  vita  ratione 
mria  landaMli,  tnt  qua  imiribut  Juetittas  flsperlnwBtit  abiuidaret  Th*  Itm 
pnte  of  Idags  to  alter  tlMlr  deaU^  and  fran  the  moutli  «t  thair  mmoiIm. 
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the  Moslems.  Their  propertj^  I  cannot  alienate;  but  I  still 
possess  three  shops  in  the  city  of  Hems:  these  yow  may 
take;  and  these  alone  can  I  bestow."  His  chamber  of  jus- 
tice was  the  terror  of  the  great  and  the  refuge  of  the  poor. 
Some  years  after  the  sultan's  death,  an  oppressed  subject 
called  aloud  in  the  streets  of  Damascus,  "O  Noureddin, 
Noureddin,  where  art  thou  now?  Arise,  arise,  to  pity  and 
protect  us!"  A  tumult  was  apprehended,  and  a  living  tyrant 
blushed  or  trembled  at  the  name  of  a  departed  monarch. 

By  the  arms  of  the  Turks  and  Franks,  the  Fatimites  had 
been  deprived  of  Syria.  In  Egypt,  the  decay  of  their  char- 
acter and  influence  was  still  more  essential.  Yet  they  were 
BtiU  revered  as  the  descendants  and  successors  of  the  prophet; 
they  maintained  their  invisible  state  in  the  palace  of  Cairo; 
and  their  person  was  seldom  violated  by  the  profane  eyas 
of  subjects  or  stnuigers.  The  Latin  ambassftdors*'  have 
deaohbed  their  own  introduotion  throu^  *  seiies  of  gloomy 
passages  and  glittering  porticoes:  the  scene  was  enlivened 
bj  tlie  warbling  of  birds  and  the  murmur  ol  fountains;  it 
was  enriched  by  a  display  of  rich  furniture,  and  zaie  ani- 
mals: of  the  Imperial  treasures,  something  was  shown,  and 
much  was  supposed ;  and  the  long  order  of  unfolding  doors 
was  guarded  by  black  soldien  and  domestic  eunuehs.  The 
sanctuary  of  the  presence-chamber  was  veiled  with  a  curtain ; 
and  the  visier,  who  conducted  the  ambassadorsi  laid  aside  his 
dmeter,  and  prostrated  himself  three  times  on  the  ground; 
the  veil  was  &en  lemoved;  and  they  beheld  ihe  commander 
of  the  faithful,  who  signified  his  pleasnie  to  the  first  slave  of 
the  throne.  But  this  dave  was  his  master:  the  visiera  or  sul- 
tans had  nsnrped  the  sapreme  administration  of  Sgypt;  the 
olaims  of  the  rival  candidates  were  decided  by  arms;  and 
the  name  of  the  most  worthy,  of  the  strongest,  was  inserted 
in  the  royal  patent  of  command.   The  factions  of  Dargham 

*•  From  the  ambas^sador,  William  of  Tyre  (1.  xix.  c.  17,  18)  do8crilK»8  the 
palace  of  Cairo,  la  ihu  caliph's  treasure  were  found  a  pearl  aM  large  ah  a 
pigeon's  egg,  a  rubr  weigbiiia  MTWittni  BgTptian  drams,  an  emerald  a  palm 
and  a  half  in  length,  and  OMBj  TMH  o(  eiTMftl  and  pormlnin  ol  China  (Be- 
uaudot,  p.  53t>>. 
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tmd  81iMrBr  aHemalel j  e^iMlled  mok  other  irom  Ika  mgiM 
and  ooontiy;  and  the  waaksr  aide  imploied  the  dangerona 
ptotactaon  of  the  aiJtaii  of  Damaaona  or  the  king  of  Jeniaa- 
lem,  the  perpetual  eneiniea  of  the  aect  and  monarehy  of  the 
Fatimitea.  Bj  hia  arma  and  religion,  the  Tnrk  waa  moat 
lormidable;  bat  the  Frank,  in  an  eaaj  direet  march,  eould 
advanoe  from  €baa  to  the  Nile;  while  the  intermediate  ait- 
nation  of  hia  realm  oompellad  the  troops  of  Hooreddin  to 
wheel  round  the  akirta  of  Arabia,  a  long  and  painf  nl  circuit, 
which  ezpoaed  them  to  thirat,  firtigne,  and  the  burning  winda 
of  the  deaert  The  aecret  seal  and  ambition  of  the  Tnrkiah 
prince  aapired  to  reign  in  Bgypt  under  the  name  of  the  Ab- 
baaaidea;  but  the  reatoration  of  the  suppliant  Shawer  waa 
the  oatenaible  motive  of  the  flrat  expedition,  and  the  aucoeaB 
was  (A.D.  1168)  intniated  to  the  emir  Shincouh,  a  valiant 
and  veterao  commander.  Dargham  waa  oppreaaed  and  slain ; 
but  the  ingratitude,  the  jealousy,  the  just  apprehensions,  of 
his  more  fortunate  rival,  soon  provoked  him  to  invite  the 
king  of  Jerusalem  to  deliver  Egypt  from  his  insolent  bene- 
factors. To  this  union,  the  forces  of  Shiracouh  were  un- 
equal; he  relinquished  the  premature  conquest;  and  the 
evacuation  of  Belbeis  or  Pelusium  was  the  condition  of  his 
safe  retreat.  As  the  Turks  defiled  before  the  enemy,  and 
their  general  closed  the  rear,  with  a  vigilant  eye,  and  a 
battle-axe  in  his  hand,  a  Frank  presumed  to  ask  him  if  he 
were  not  afraid  of  an  attack?  "It  is  doubtless  in  your  power 
to  begin  the  attack,"  replied  the  intrepid  emir;  "but  rest 
assured  that  not  one  of  my  soldiers  will  go  to  paradise  till 
he  has  sent  an  infidel  to  hell."  His  report  of  the  riches  of 
the  land,  the  effeminacy  of  the  natives,  and  the  disorders 
of  the  government,  revived  the  hopes  of  Noureddin;  the 
caliph  of  Bagdad  applauded  the  pious  design;  and  Shira- 
couh descended  into  Egypt  a  second  time  with  12,000  Turks 
and  11,000  Arabs.  Yet  his  forces  were  still  inferior  to  the 
confederate  armies  of  the  Franks  and  Saracens;  and  I  can 
discern  an  unusual  degree  of  military  art,  in  his  passage  of 
the  Nile,  his  retreat  into  Thebais,  his  masterljr  evolutions 
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in  the  battle  of  Babain,  the  surprise  of  Alexandria,  ami  his 
marches  and  counter  marches  in  the  flats  and  valley  of 
Egypt,  from  the  tropic  to  the  sea.  His  conduct  was  sec- 
onded by  the  courage  of  his  troops,  and  on  the  eve  of  action 
a  Mamaiukc*'  exclaimed,  "If  we  cannot  wrest  Egypt  from 
the  Chnstian  dogs,  why  do  we  not  renounce  the  honors  and 
rewards  of  the  sultan,  and  retire  to  labor  with  the  peasants, 
or  to  spin  with  the  females  of  the  harem?"  Yet,  after  all 
hiB  efforts  in  the  field/'  after  the  obstiQate  defence  of  Alex- 
andria** by  his  nephew  Saladin,  an  honorable  capitulation 
and  retreat  concluded  the  second  enterprise  of  Shiracouh; 
and  Nooreddin  niemd  hia  abilities  for  a  third  and  more 
piopttions  occasion.  It  mm  soon  offered  by  Ihe  ambitioa 
and  avarice  of  Amalrio  or  Amaory,  king  of  Jerusalem,  who  . 
had  imbibed  tEe  peniioious  maxim,  that  no  faith  should  be 
kept  with  the  enemies  of  God.  A  religious  wairior,  the 
great  master  of  the  hospital,  encouraged  him  to  proceed ; 
the  emperor  ol  Oonstantinople  either  gave  or  promised  a 
fleet  to  aot  with  the  armies  of  Syria;  and  the  perfidious  , 
Chriatiaii,  unsatisfied  with  spoil  and  snbsid j,  aspired  to  the 
oonqnest  ol  Bgypt  In  this  emergenoy,  the  Moslems  tuned 
their  eyes  toward  ^e  saltan  of  Damasens;  Ihe  viakBtf  whom 
danger  enoompassed  on  all  sides,  yielded  to  their  nnanimoas 
.  wishes,  and  Konreddin  seemed  to  be  tempted  by  the  lair 
offw  of  one-third  of  the  revenne  of  the  kingdimi.  The 
Franks  were  abeady  at  the  gates  of  Cairo;  bnt  the  snb- 
nrbs,  the  old  dty,  were  burned  on  their  approaoh;  they 
were  deoeived  by  an  insidions  negotiation;  and  their  fee- 


^  Mamlue,  plur.  Mamalie,  is  deiaad  bf  Pooock  (Pralegon.  ad  AbulpbMg. 
p.  7)  and  d'Herbelot  (p.  545)  servutn  empfitinm,  aeu  qui  pretio  nuraerato  in 
domini  poaHOHsionom  ccdit.  They  frequenil)  occur  in  the  wars  of  Saladin 
(Bobadin.  pp.  236.  etc.);  and  it  waa  only  tbe  Jiakarlit  HoMdukw  tlwIIMm 
flnt  introduced  into  Egypt  by  his  dcsccndanta. 

*  Jacobus  i  Vitriaco  (p.  1116)  gives  the  king  of  Jerusalem  do  more  than 
874  knightib  Both  tte  WnaSm  tad  Ibe  Moslems  report  tiw  tupertor  numben 
of  the  enemy ;  a  diffefMNS  which  HMj  be  adved  hf  oounting  OT  omItUag  tbe 
nnwarlike  Bgyptiana. 

«  II  wee  iheAIesaiidrtiel  CIm  .Ante,  a  alMto  tm  is  tKim  fkbsi 
between  the  pcHod  of  tho  Oreaki  Md  Smhmi  tad  tliat  cf  tba  fkuki  (BMsqr* 
Lettns  SOT  TKg^pte,  1.  26> 
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Mb  wm  nittble  to  mniMMmt  liie  banien  of  the  MUe.  They 
innide&ily  deeHned  *  oonteet  with  the  Turks,  in  the  midst  of 
a  hostile  oonntrj;  and  Amaury  retired  into  Palestine,  with 
the  shame  and  reproach  that  always  adhere  to  unsuccessful 
injustice.  After  this  deliverance,  Shiracouh  was  invested 
(a.d.  1169)  with  a  robe  of  honor,  which  he  soon  stained  with 
the  blood  of  the  unfortunate  Shawer.  For  a  while  the  Turk- 
ish emirs  condescended  to  hold  the  office  of  vizier;  but  this 
foreign  conquest  precipitated  the  fall  of  the  Fatimites  them- 
selves; and  the  bloodless  change  was  accomplished  by  a 
message  and  a  word.  The  caliphs  had  been  degraded  by 
their  own  weakness  and  the  tyranny  of  the  viziers:  their 
subjects  blushed,  when  the  descendant  and  successor  of  the 
prophet  presented  his  naked  hand  to  the  rude  grip  of  a 
Latin  ambassador;  they  wept  when  he  sent  the  hair  of  his 
women,  a  sad  emblem  of  their  grief  and  terror,  to  excite 
the  pity  of  the  sultan  of  Damascus.  By  the  command  of 
Noureddin  (a.d.  1171),  and  the  sentence  of  the  doctors,  the 
holy  names  of  Abubeker,  Omar  and  Othman  were  solemnly 
restored:  the  caliph  Mosthadi,  of  Bagdad,  was  acknowledged 
in  the  public  prayers  as  the  true  commander  of  the  faithful; 
and  the  green  livery  of  the  sons  of  Ali  was  exchanged  for 
the  black  color  of  the  Abbassides.  The  last  of  his  race,  the 
caliph  Adhed,  who  survived  only  ten  days,  expired  in  happy 
ignorance  of  his  fate:  his  treasures  secured  the  loyalty  of 
the  soldiers  and  silenced  the  murmurs  of  the  sectaries;  and 
in  all  subsequent  revolutions,  Egypt  has  never  departed 
irom  the  orthodox  tradition  of  the  Moslems.** 

The  hilly  country  beyond  the  Tigris  is  occupied  by  the 
pMtond  tribea  of  the  Cnids;**  a  people  hardy,  strong,  sar- 


•  For  this  gre«t  rerolution  of  Bgypt,  see  Will,  of  Tyre  (I.  xix.  6,  6. 1,  12-31, 
Z3C.  6-12),  Bohadin  (Id  Vit.  Saladio.  p.  30),  Abulfeda  (in  Excerpt.  Schultens, 
M.  1-12),  d'Herbelot  (Biblio.  Orient.  Adhed,  Fathemah,  but  very  incorrect), 
Bemndot  (Hist.  PfttHarch.  Alex.  pp.  522-525,  532-537),  Vertot  (HmL  dM 
CbVfll.  de  Malthe,  i.  141-163,  4lo).  and  M.  de  Guignos  (ii.  p.  ii.  185). 

*  For  ihe  Cnrds.  see  de  Guignes,  i.  416,  the  Index  Geoft.  of  Schultens,  and 
Tavemier,  Voy.  p.  i.  308.  The  Ayoubites  descended  from  the  tribo  of  the 
BawaduBi,  one  of  the  noblest ;  but  as  they  were  infected  with  ihe  heresy  of 
thsMtHaiptjcfcoiii,  the  ofthoto  wtflMii  jartamded  tbai  thdr  detcent  mwoa^y 
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ftge,  mp>lfenl  of  the  yoke,  addicted  to  Tapine,  and  teDaciont 
of  the  government  of  tbeir  nalioBal  ohie^L  The  reeemblaaot 
of  name,  situadon,  and  manners,  seem  to  identify  them 
vrith  the  Cardnchians  of  the  Greeks;"  and  they  still  d^end 
against  the  Ottoman  Porto  the  antique  freedon  which  tfae^^ 
asserted  against  the  Bnoeeaeon  of  Cyrus.  Poverty  and  ambi- 
tion prompted  them  to  embrace  the  pTofeesiim  of  mereenary 
soldiers;  the  seryice  of  his  father  and  uncle  prepared  tho 
reign  of  the  great  Saladin'*  (a.d.  1171*1108);  and  the  son 
of  Job  or  Aynb,  a  simple  Curd,  magnanimously  smiled  at 
his  pedigree,  which  flattery  deduced  from  the  Arabian  ca- 
liphs.^ So  UDOonaoioua  was  Kouxeddin  of  the  impending 
ruin  of  hia  house  that  he  oonttnined  the  reluctant  youth 
to  follow  his  uncle  Shiraoouh  into  Egypt:  his  military  char- 
acter was  established  by  the  defence  of  Alexandria;  and  if 
we  may  bdiere  the  Latins,  he  soheited  and  obtained  fiom 
the  Ohristian  general  the  pn^fimte  hooois  of  knighthood.** 
On  the  death  of  Shiraoouh,  the  office  of  grand  Tiaiar  was 
bestowed  on  Sabdin,  as  the  youi^gest  and  least  powecfnl 
of  the  emixs;  but  with  the  advice  of  has  lather,  whom  he 
inyited  to  Oairo,  his  genius  obtained  the  ascendant  over  his 
equals,  and  attached  the  army  to  hia  pmon  and  interests 
While  Kouieddin  lived,  these  ambitious  Ouids  were  the 
most  humble  of  his  slaves;  and  the  indisereet  murmurs  of 
the  divan  were  silenced  by  the  prudent  Aynb,  who  loudly 


on  the  mother's  side,  and  that  their  anceator  was  a  stranger  who  settled  among 
the  Ourds. 

Anabasis  of  Xcnophon,  Book  iv.  The  ten  thousand  fiufFered  more  from 
the  arrows  of  the  free  Carduchians  than  from  the  splendid  weakness  of  the  grwi 
kinif. 

*^  Wf"  are  indehtod  to  the  professor  SeholtaDS  (Lttgd.  Bat  1755,  fol.)  for  the 
richest  and  most  aulbeutic  materials,  a  Life  of  Saladin  by  his  fnend  and  minister 
of  the  Cadi  Bohadin,  and  copious  extracts  from  the  hiavory  of  his  kinsman,  thftr 
prince  Abulfeda  of  Haoiah.  To  these  we  may  add  the  article  of  Salaheddin  lo 
the  Bibho.  Orienk  and  all  that  may  be  giaaiud  tnm  the  DyuuUM  d  Abul* 
pharagius. 

**  Since  Abulfeda  was  himself  an  ▲youbite.  he  wmf  ahaffe  lb*  pnuM  lor 

■Hiatinfr.  at  Wst  lacitly.  the  modesiy  of  the  founder. 

H'viL  iiieroHol.  in  (Testa  Dei  per  Franc,  p.  1152.  A  similar  example  maj 
be  found  in  Joinville  (p.  42.  ed.  LouTfe);  but  the  pious  St.  Louis  refused  lo  4%* 
aU^  infldeb  willi  Uw  order  el  Qbaatkm  kaigbUMed  (DiMMSib  ObeemS.  7^ 
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protested  thftt  at  the  command  of  the  soltan  he  himself  would 
kad  his  son  in  chains  to  the  loot  of  the  thio&e.  '^Siioh  ka- 
goage,**  he  added  in  private,  **wa8  pmdeUt  and  proper  in 
an  assembly  of  jour  rivals;  but  we  are  now  above  fear  and 
eibedienoe;  and  the  threats  of  Noureddin  shall  not  extort 
lihe  tribute  of  a  sugar-cane/'  His  seaaonable  death  xelieTed 
them  from  the  odious  and  doubtfol  ecmflict:  his  son,  a  minor 
of  eleven  yearn  of  age,  was  left  for  a  while  to  the  emirs  of 
Damaaona;  and  the  new  lord  of  Egyp^  was  decorated  by  the 
ealiph  with  eyeiy  title**  that  ooold  saneCif y  his  nsnrpatUm  in 
Ihe  eyes  of  the  people.  Nor  was  Saladin  long  content  with 
tiie  poaseoaion  d  Bgypt;  he  despoiled  the  Christians  of 
Jerasalenit  and  die  Atabeks  of  Damascns,  Aleppo,  and 
Diarbeikir;  Mecca  and  Medina  acknowledged  him  for  their 
temporal  protector;  his  brother  snbdned  ^e  distant  regions 
of  Yemen,  or  the  happy  Arabia;  and  at  the  honr  of  his 
death  his  empire  was  spread  from  the  African  Tripoli  to 
tiie  Tigris,  and  from  the  Indian  Ocean  to  the  mountains  of 
Armenia.  In  the  judgment  of  his  character,  the  reproaches 
of  treason  and  ingratitude  atrilce  forcibly  on  our  minda,  im* 
pressed,  as  iSbtj  are,  widi  the  principle  and  experience  of 
law  and  loyalty.  But  his  ambition  may  in  some  measure 
be  excused  by  the  revolutions  of  Asia,**  which  had  erased 
every  notion  of  legitimate  snooession;  by  the  recent  exam- 
ple of  the  Atabeks  themselves;  by  his  reverence  to  the  son 
of  his  benefactor,  his  humane  and  generous  behavior  to  the 
collateral  brunches;  by  their  incapacity  and  his  merit;  by 
the  approbation  of  the  caliph,  the  sole  source  of  all  legiti- 
mate power,  and,  above  all,  by  the  wishes  and  interest  of 
the  people,  whose  happiness  is  the  first  object  of  govern- 
ment.   In  his  virtues,  and  in  those  of  his  patron,  they  ad- 


*'  In  these  Arabic  Iji1©b,  religionia  must  always  be  understood;  Noureddint 
lumen  r. ;  Bkuodin,  decus;  Amadoddin,  columun:  our  hero's  proper  tuune  wm 
Joseph,  and  he  was  styled  Salahoddin,  salus:  Al  Malichm»t  Al  Ihrtnu,  m 
dflfaosor;  Abu  Modaffir,  pater  victoriie.    Schultens,  Prsefat. 

*  Abuileda,  who  descended  from  a  brother  of  Saladin,  obeervM,  ftmn  manr 
OMBplM^  tlMt  the  founiMg  of  djnasUea  U)ok  the  guill  for  theweeltia^  tad  left 
Iteitirwd  to  their  tamooent  oelktofels  (Kxoeipl.  p.  10). 
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mired  the  singular  union  of  the  hero  and  the  saint;  for  both 
I^oureddin  and  Salad  in  are  ranked  among  the  Mahometan 
gaints;  and  the  constant  meditation  ol  the  hoUy  war  appem 
to  hare  shed  a  flerioos  and  sober  color  over  their  hyes  awl 
aetions.  The  youth  of  the  latter  (Lila  and  Chaiseler  in 
Braandoty  p.  687)  mm  addicted  to  wine  and  women:  bvt 
his  aspiriiig  spirit  soon  renounced  the  temptations  of  pisaa- 
vre  for  the  grarer  ioUiea  of  lame  and  domtaion:  the  gar> 
ment  of  Saladin  wai  «l  coarse  woollen;  water  was  Ua  only 
drink;  and  while  he  emulated  the  temperance,  he  surpassed 
the  chasti^,  oi  his  Arabian  prophet.  Both  in  faith  and 
practice  he  was  a  rigid  Mussulman;  he  ever  deploied  that 
the  defenoe  of  rebgion  had  not  allowed  him  to  aoemmpHek 
the  pUgiiBMge  of  Meoea;  bat  at  the  stated  home,  Ave  timea 
eaoh.  day,  the  snltan  deTOVtij  prajed  with  hia  bfethxea:  the 
inTolnntaij  onuseion  of  &etiiiig  waa  eBrapnloiuly  lepaid; 
and  hia  peraaal  of  the  Koran  on  honebaek  betweem  the 
approaolnng  anniee  mtj  be  quoted  ae  a  proof,  however 
oateatatioaa,  of  pietf  and  eonnge.**  The  anpenrtitUnai 
doetrine  of  the  eeot  of  Shafet  waa  tlie  only  study  that  he 
deigned  to  encomage:  the  poeti  were  safe  in  hia  conttmpt; 
but  all  profane  soieooe  waa  the  object  of  hw  awaion;  and 
a  philosopher,  who  bad  Tented  some  speenlative  nofieltiea, 
waa  seised  and  strangled  by  the  command  of  the  royal  saints 
The  justice  of  hia  divan  was  aocessiUe  to  the  meanest  anp- 
pliant  against  himself  and  hia  miniaters;  and  it  waa  only  for 
a  kingdom  that  Saladin  would  deviate  from  the  nde  oi 
equity.  While  the  deeoendanta  of  Seljuk  and  Zenghi  held 
his  Btiirap  and  smoothed  hia  gannents,  he  waa  affable  and 
patient  with  the  meanest  of  his  aeryanta.  So  bonndieiB  waa 
bis  liberality,  that  he  distributed  12,000  horses  at  the  siege 
of  Acre;  and,  at  the  time  of  his  death,  no  more  than  forty- 
seven  drachms  of  silver  and  one  piece  of  gold  coin  were 
found  in  the  treasury;  yet  in  a  martial  reign,  the  tributes 
were  diminished,  and  tiie  wealthy  citizens  cujoyed  without 

Hit)  civil  and  roligioiis  virtues  aro  celebrated  in  the  flnt  fllKplVOf  Bobsiia 
(n^  4-30),  Limseli  an  (;je  witn«M,  and  an  homafc  bigpt. 
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fenr  or  diiiiger  froitB  of  llioir  indwtiy.  Bgypli  Syria, 
and  Aimbia,  won  adorned  by  the  voyal  fooadatioiui  of  hos- 
pitab,  collegOB,  and  mosqvieB,  and  Giiiia  waa  fortiflod  witii  a 
wall  and  eitadel;  bnt  bis  worbi  wm  ooMomted  to  pmblio 
ina^**  not/Ad,  the  anltan  indulge  hiaiaell  in  a  gavden  or  pal- 
aee  of  jniYate  loznry.  In  a  fanstio  age,  bimaelf  a  fimatie, 
the  gennine  yirfeaea  of  Saladin  eommanded  the  esteem  ol  the 
ChrietianB:  the  emperor  of  Germany  gloried  in  hie  friend- 
fihip  (Anonym.  Caniaii,  iii.  p.  ii.  4504);  the  Ofoek  emperor 
Bolieited  kia  alliance  (Bohadin,  p.  129);  and  the  eonqneet  of 
Jerusalem  diffused,  and  perhaps  magnified,  Ida  Isino  both 
in  the  Bast  and  Weal 

Dnring  its  short  ezistenee,  the  kingdom  of  Jerusalem** 
waa  anpported  by  the  discord  of  the  Torks  and  Saiaeens; 
and  both  the  Fatimite  caliphs  and  the  saltsiia  of  Damascos 
were  tempted  to  sacrifice  the  cause  of  their  religion  to  the 
meaner  oonsidsfations  of  private  and  piesent  adTsntage. 
Bnt  the  powers  of  Egypt,  Syria,  and  Arabia,  were  now 
nnited  by  a  hero,  whom  nature  and  fortune  had  armed 
against  the  Christians.  All  without  now  bore  the  most 
threatening  aspect;  and  all  was  feeble  and  hollow  in  the 
internal  state  of  Jerusalem.  After  the  first  two  Baldwins, 
the  brother  and  cousin  of  Godfrey  of  Bouillon,  the  sceptre 
devolved  by  female  suocession  to  Melisenda,  daugliter  of  the 
second  Baldwin,  and  her  husband  Fulk,  count  of  Anjou,  the 
father,  by  a  former  marriage,  of  our  English  Plantagenets. 
Tb«ir  two  8ons,  Baldwin  the  Third  and  Amaury,  waged  a 
strenuous,  and  not  unsuccessful,  war  against  the  infidels; 
but  the  son  of  Amaury,  Baldwin  the  Fourth,  waa  deprived, 
by  the  leprosy,  a  gift  of  the  crusades,  of  the  faculties  both 
of  mind  and  body.  His  sister  Sybilla,  the  mother  of  Bald- 
win the  Fifth,  was  his  natural  heiress:  after  the  suspicious 
death  of  her  child,  ahe  crowned  her  second  husband,  (juy 

"  In  man  J  workn,  pArtieolArlj  Joseph's  well  ia  ibe  castle  of  Cairo,  the  sultaa 
and  the  patriarch  havp  h<^n  confounded  by  the  ignomnce  of  natives  and  travel  lorn 

*  For  the  Latin  kingdom  of  Jerusalem,  see  William  of  Tjre«  from  tbo  ixth 
tothezxiidbMk.  Jacob  a  Titriaao.  Wa/L  IHiwidIw,  i  i,  «<flifiiaMb  fleHa 
mMium  Oruda,  L  Hi.  pt,  vi.  vii.  Till.  is. 
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of  Lufiignan,  a  prince  of  a  handsome  person,  t)ut  of  such 
base  renown  that  his  own  brother  Jeffrey  was  heard  to 
exclaim,  *' Since  they  have  made  him  a  king,  surely  they 
would  have  made  me  a  god!"  The  choice  was  generally 
blamed;  and  the  most  powerful  vassal,  Raymond,  count  of 
Tripoli,  who  had  been  excluded  from  the  succession  and 
regency,  entertained  an  implacable  hatred  against  the  king, 
and  exposed  his  honor  and  conBcience  to  the  temptatioiui 
of  the  sultan.  Such  were  the  gnardians  of  the  holy  city;  a 
leper,  a  child,  a  woman,  a  coward,  and  a  traitor:  yet  its  fate 
was  delayed  twelye  yean  by  some  supplies  from  £urope,  by 
the  valor  of  the  militaiy  oxdeis,  and  by  the  distant  or  domes- 
tic  ayocations  of  their  great  enemy.  At  length,  on  every 
side  the  sinking  state  was  encircled  and  pressed  by  a  hos- 
tile line;  and  the  trace  was  violated  by  the  Franks,  whose 
existence  it  protected.  A  soldier  of  fortune,  Reginald  of 
Ohatillon,  had  seized  a  fortress  on  the  edge  of  the  desert, 
from  whence  he  pillaged  the  caiaTans,  insulted  Mahomet,  and 
threatened  the  oities  of  Mecca  and  Medina.  Saladin  con* 
descended  to  complain;  rejoiced  in  the  denial  of  justice; 
and,  at  the  head  of  80,000  horse  and  foot,  iuTaded  the  Holy 
Land.  The  choice  of  Tiberias  for  his  first  siege  was  sug- 
gested by  the  count  of  Tripoli,  to  whom  it  belonged;  and 
the  king  of  Jerusalem  was  persuaded  to  drain  his  garrisons, 
and  to  arm  his  people,  for  the  relief  of  that  important  place/* 
By  the  advice  of  the  perfidious  Baymond,  the  Ohristians 
were  betrayed  into  a  camp  destitute  of  water:  he  fled  on 
the  first  onset  with  the  cutms  of  both  nations;**  Lusignan 
was  overthrown  (a.d.  1187,  July  8)  with  the  loss  of  80,000 
men;  and  the  wood  of  the  true  crofls,  a  dire  misfortune  I  was 
left  in  the  power  of  the  infidels.  The  royal  captive  was  con- 


**  Templarii  ut  apes  bombabaot  et  Hoepitalarii  ut  venti  gtridebant,  ut  baronea 
M  «zitio  offerebant,  «t  Turw^MiH  (tb»  Christian  light  troops)  semet  ipsi  fai  ignem 
injiclebant  (lapahani  de  Expugnatione  Kudsitici,  p.  18,  apud  Schiiltens);  a 
specimen  of  Arabian  eloquence,  somewhat  difLerent  from  the  stjie  of  Xenophon  I 

**  The  LMiBi  afllfai.  the  AraUant  iiuiBiiat^  the  tieMoa  of  Biymoira;  but 
had  ho  reallj  embraced  tiMir  Nligtoii,  Im  would  hat*  been  a  Mini  tsd  a  hHO 
the  e/ea  of  the  iaUer. 
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ducted  to  ih»  tonioi  &kkdiiii  and  as  he  fainted  with  think 
and  terror,  the  geMVOoa  victor  presented  him  with  a  eap  of 
sherbet  cooled  in  snow,  without  suffering  his  companion, 
Beginaki  ol  Chatillon,  to  partake  of  this  pledge  of  hospital- 
ity and  pardon.  *'The  person  and  dignity  of  a  king,"  said 
the  saltan,  '*are  sacred;  but  this  impious  robber  must  in- 
ata&Uy  acknowledge  the  prophet,  whom  he  has  blasphemed, 
or  meet  the  death  which  he  has  so  often  deserved."  On  the 
prond  or  oonaeientions  refusal  of  the  Christian  warrior,  Sala* 
din  fltmek  him  on  the  head  with  his  cimeter,  and  Beginald 
was  deepatohed  by  the  goarda.**  The  trembling  Luaignan 
was  sent  to  Bamaacna  to  an  honorable  prison  and  speedy 
lanaom;  bnl  the  victory  was  stained  by  the  execntion  of  280 
knighta  of  the  hospital,  the  intrepid  champions  and  martyrs 
of  their  faith.  The  kingdom  waa  left  withont  a  head;  and 
of  the  two  grand  masters  of  the  military  orders,  the  one  wis 
slain  and  the  other  was  a  prisoner.  From  all  the  cities,  both 
of  the  sea-coast  and  the  inland  country,  the  garrisons  had 
been  drawn  away  for  this  fatal  field:  Tyre  and  Tripoli  alon« 
eonld  escape  the  rapid  inroad  of  Saladin;  and  three  months 
after  the  battle  of  Tiberias  he  appeared  in  anns  before  the 
gates  of  Jerusalem.'* 

He  might  expect,  that  the  siege  of  a  city,  so  venerable 
on  earth  and  in  heaven,  so  intmsting  to  Bnrope  and  Asia, 
would  rekindle  the  last  sparks  of  enthusiasm ;  and  that,  <^ 
00,000  Christians,  every  man  would  be  a  soldier,  and  every 
soldier  a  candidate  for  martyrdom.  But  Queen  Sjbilla  trem- 
bled for  herself  and  her  captive  husband;  and  the  barons 
and  knights,  who  had  escaped  from  the  sword  and  chains 
of  the  Turks,  displayed  the  same  factions  and  scliish  spirit 


Reiuuid,  Reginald,  or  Araold  de  Chatilloii,  u  otiebnted  1^  tfie  Latint  ie 

his  life  and  death  ,  but  ihe  circumslancrs  nf  the  Utter  are  more  distinct!/  related 
by  Bohadin  and  Abulfeda;  and  Joinville  (Hist,  de  St.  Louis,  p.  70)  alludes  to 
Um  practice  at  Saladio,  of  never  putting  to  death  a  prisoner  who  had  tasted  his 
bread  and  sail.  Some  of  the  companions  of  Arnold  had  been  slaughtered,  and 
■laoat  sacriflced,  m  a  vMlley  of  Meccn,  iibi  sacnflcia  roactantur  (Abulfeda,  p  32). 

**  Vtftot,  who  well  describes  the  loaa  of  the  kingdom  and  city  (Hist,  des 
Oheval.  d«  M^Um,  1.  i.  ii.  iiiMrlS  two  ori^oal  ipMJM  of  a  luigt* 

lenptar. 
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in  the  public  ruin.  The  most  numerous  portion  of  the  in- 
habitants waa  composed  of  the  Greek  and  Oriental  Chris- 
tians, whom  experience  had  taught  to  prefer  the  Mahometan 
before  the  Latin  yoke  (Renaudot,  Hist.  Patriarch,  Alex.  p. 
645);  and  the  holy  sepulchre  attracted  a  base  and  needy 
orowd,  without  arms  or  courage,  who  subsisted  only  on  the 
charity  of  the  pilgrims.  Some  feeble  and  hasty  efforts  were 
made  for  the  defence  of  Jerusalem;  bat  in  the  space  of  four- 
teen (a.d.  1187,  Oct.  2)  days,  a  victorious  army  diOTe  back 
the  sallies  of  the  besieged,  planted  their  engines,  opened  the 
wall  to  the  breadth  of  fifteen  cubits,  applied  their  scaling- 
ladders,  and  erected  on  the  breach  twelve  banners  of  the 
prophet  and  the  sultan.  It  was  in  vain  that  a  barefoot  pro- 
cession of  the  queen,  the  women,  and  the  monks,  implored 
the  Son  of  Qod  to  save  his  tomb  and  his  inheiitsnoe  from 
impious  violation.  Their  sole  hope  was  in  the  mercy  of  the 
conqueror,  and  to  their  first  suppliant  deputation  that  mercy 
was  sternly  denied.  '*He  had  sworn  to  avenge  the  patience 
and  long-suffering  of  the  Moslems;  the  hour  of  fofgiveness 
was  elapsed,  and  the  moment  was  now  arrived  to  expiate  in 
Mood  the  innocent  blood  which  had  been  spilled  by  Oodfrej 
and  the  first  crusaders."  But  a  desperate  and  successful 
struggle  of  the  Franks  admonished  the  sultan  that  his  tri- 
umph  was  not  yet  secure;  he  listened  with  reverence  to  a 
solenm  adjuration  in  the  name  of  the  common  Father  of 
mankind;  and  a  sentiment  of  human  sympathy  mollified  the 
rigor  of  &naticism  and  conquest  He  consented  to  accept 
the  city,  and  to  spare  the  inhabitants.  The  Greek  and  Ori- 
ental Christians  were  permitted  to  live  under  his  dominion; 
but  it  was  stipulated  that  in  forty  days  all  the  Franks  and 
Latins  should  evacuate  Jerusalem,  and  be  safely  conducted 
to  the  seaports  of  Syria  and  Egypt;  that  ten  pieces  of  gold 
should  be  paid  for  each  man,  five  for  each  woman,  and  one 
for  every  child;  and  that  those  who  were  unable  to  purchase 
their  freedom  should  be  detained  in  perpetual  slavery.  Of 
some  writers  it  is  a  favorite  and  invidious  theme  to  compare 
the  humanity  of  Saladin  with  the  massacre  of  the  iirsi  cru- 
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9td6.  Tk0  diifemoe  would  be  merely  penoBftli  b«t  ne 
shoi&ld  Doe  foigel  that  the  ObristiMis  had  offered  to  eapita- 
bte,  and  that  the  Mahometaui  of  Jemaalem  aoelaiaed  the 
last  extremities  of  an  assanlt  and  storm.  Jmtioe  it  indeed 
due  to  the  fidelity  with  which  the  Turkish  oonqneror  fal- 
filled  the  oonditions  of  the  treaty ;  and  he  may  be  deservedly 
praised  for  the  glaoee  of  pity  which  he  cast  on  the  misery  of 
the  Tanquished.  Instead  of  a  rigoroas  exaction  of  his  debt, 
he  aooepted  a  sum  of  S0,000  byzants  for  the  ransom  of  7,000 
poor;  2,000  or  8,000  more  were  dismissed  by  his  gratuitoes 
clemency;  and  ^ennmberof  slaves  was  redaced  to  11,000 
or  14,000  persons.  In  his  interview  with  the  queen,  bis 
words,  and  ctcd  his  tears,  suggested  the  kindest  consola- 
tions; his  libera]  alms  were  distributed  among  those  who 
had  been  made  orphans  or  widows  by  the  fortune  of  war; 
and  while  the  knights  of  the  hospital  were  in  arms  against 
him,  he  allowed  their  more  pious  brethren  to  continue,  dur- 
ing the  term  of  a  year,  the  care  and  service  of  tlie  sick.  In 
these  acts  of  mercy  the  virtue  of  Saladin  deserves  our  ad- 
miration and  love:  he  was  above  the  necessity  of  dissimula- 
tion, and  his  stern  fanaticism  would  have  prompted  him  to 
dissemble,  ratiier  than  to  affect,  this  profane  compassion  for 
the  enemies  of  the  Koran.  After  Jerusalem  had  been  deliv- 
ered from  the  presence  of  the  strangers,  the  sultan  made  his 
triumphant  entry,  his  banners  waving  in  the  wind  and  to 
the  harmony  of  martial  music.  The  great  inos(jue  of  Omar, 
which  had  been  converted  into  a  church,  was  again  conse- 
crated to  one  God  and  his  prophet  Mahomet,  the  walls  and 
pavement  were  purified  with  rose  water,  and  a  pulpit,  the 
labor  of  Noureddin,  was  erected  in  the  sanctuary.  But 
when  the  golden  cross  that  glittered  on  the  dome  was  cast 
down,  and  dragged  through  the  streets,  the  Christians  of 
every  sect  uttered  a  lamentable  groan,  which  was  answered 
by  the  joyful  shouts  of  the  Moslems.  In  four  ivory  chests 
tlie  patriarch  had  collected  the  crosses,  the  images,  the  vases, 
and  the  relics,  of  the  holy  place,  they  were  seized  by  the 
conqueror,  who  was  desirous  of  presenting  th»  caliph  wiUi 
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the  trophies  of  Christian  idolatry.  He  was  persuaded  how- 
ever to  intrust  them  to  the  patriarch  and  prince  of  Antiochj 
and  the  pious  pledge  was  redeemed  by  Bichard  of  £iiglABd, 
at  the  expense  of  52,000  byzants  of  gold.** 

The  nations  might  fear  and  hope  the  immediate  and  final 
expulsion  of  the  Latins  from  Syria;  which  was  yet  delayed 
(a.d.  1188)  above  a  centoiy  after  the  death  of  Saladin."  In 
the  career  of  viotoiy,  he  was  first  cheeked  by  the  resistance 
of  Tyre ;  the  troops  and  garrisons,  which  had  capitulated 
were  impmdentlj  conducted  to  the  same  port:  their  num- 
bers were  adequate  to  the  defence  of  the  place;  and  the 
arriyal  of  Conrad  of  Montferrat  inspired  the  disorderlj 
crowd  with  confidence  and  union.  His  father,  a  vener- 
able pilgrim,  had  been  made  prisoner  in  the  battle  of 
Tiberias;  bat  that  disaster  was  unknown  in  Italy  and 
Greece,  when  the  son  was  urged  by  ambition  and  piety 
to  visit  the.  inheritance  of  his  royal  nephew,  the  infant 
Baldwin.  The  view  of  the  Torldsh  banners  warned  him 
from  the  hostile  coast  of  Ja£Ea;  and  Conrad  was  nnaa- 
imonslj  hailed  as  the  prince  and  champion  of  Tyre,  which 
wto  already  besieged  by  the  conqaeror  of  Jemsalem.  The 
firmness  of  his  amI,  and  perhaps  his  knowledge  of  a  gen* 
eions  foe,  enabled  him  to  brave  the  threats  of  the  saltan, 
and  to  declare,  that  shoold  his  aged  parent  be  expoaed  be- 
fore the  walls,  he  himself  woald  discharge  the  first  arrow, 
and  glory  in  his  descent  from  a  Christian  martyr.**  The 
Egyptian  fleet  was  allowed  to  enter  the  harbor  of  Tyre;  bat 
the  chain  was  suddenly  drawn,  and  five  galleys  were  either 
sank  or  taken :  1,000  Turks  were  slain  in  a  sally ;  and  Sala- 
din,  after  burning  his  engines,  concluded  a  glorious  cam- 


*  Wor  11m  eoD^eti  of  JeruMJem,  Boliadin  (p.  $1)  and  AboltedA  (p.  40)  an 

our  Moslem  witnesses.  Of  the  Christian,  Bernard  TliP'^aumrius  (c.  161-46V) 
IS  the  moei  copious  snd  suUieDtiCi  see  likewise  Matthew  Paris  (p.  120>. 

**  The  siefes  of  Tjrre  ud  Acre  are  moat  copiously  deacriMd  hy  Bernard 
ThoRatirarms  (do  Acquis  Terra-  Sancta;,  c.  167-179),  the  author  of  the  Hist 
Hieros  (p.  1150,  in  Bongarsius),  Abulfeda  (p.  43),  and  Bohadin  {pp.  16-179). 

*■  I  have  followed  a  moderate  and  probable  rwtiaeiHaUBa  of  IIm  iMt;  If 
Vertot,  who  adapts  without  roiucManoeAfoaiaatictiM,  UiooidBartiiitiaieliially 
aTimsstl  to  Hm»  darts  of  baaiMed. 
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pdgs  bj  A  diQgiMcfiil  relnat  to  DamiiWM.  He  wm  mob 
amiled  bj  a  moie  formidmble  tempeBt  The  pathetic  nana- 
tiyes,  and  even  the  pietovee,  that  z^iresented  in  lively  colon 
the  aenritade  and  pn^anation  of  Jeniaalem,  awakened  the 
torpid  aenaibilitj  of  Europe:  the  emperor,  Frederic  Barba- 
xoaaa,  and  the  kings  of  Fiance  and  England,  assumed  the 
enss;  and  the  tardy  magnitade  of  their  armaments  waa  an- 
ticipated by  the  maritime  states  of  the  Mediterranean  and 
tibe  Ocean.  The  skilful  and  proYident  Italians  first  em- 
barked in  the  ships  of  Genoa,  Pisa,  and  Venice.  Thej 
wm  speedily  followed  by  the  most  eager  pilgrims  ii 
France,  Normandy,  and  the  Western  Isles.  The  powerful 
succor  d  Flanders,  Frise,  and  Denmark,  filled  near  a  hun- 
dred Teasels;  and  the  northern  warriors  were  diBtinguished 
in  the  field  by  a  lofty  stature  and  a  ponderous  battie-aze." 
Their  increasing  multitudes  could  no  longer  be  confined 
within  the  walls  of  Tyre,  or  remain  obedient  to  the  voice 
of  Conrad.  They  pitied  the  misfortunes,  and  revered  the 
digni^,  of  Lusignan,  who  was  released  from  prison,  perhaps 
to  divide  the  army  of  the  Franks.  lie  proposed  the  recov- 
ery of  Ptolemais,  or  Acre,  thirty  miles  to  the  south  of  Tyre ; 
and  the  place  waa  first  invested  by  2,000  horse  and  80,000 
foot  under  his  nominal  command.  I  shall  not  expatiate  on 
the  story  of  this  memorable  siege,  which  lasted  near  two 
years,  and  consumed  (a.d.  1189,  July — a.d.  1191,  July)  in  a 
narrow  space  the  forces  of  Europe  and  Asia.  Never  did 
the  flame  of  enthusiasm  bum  with  fiercer  and  more  destruc- 
tive rage;  nor  could  the  true  believers,  a  common  appella- 
tion, who  consecrated  their  own  martyrs,  refuse  some  ap- 
plause to  the  mistaken  zeal  and  courage  of  their  adversaries. 
At  the  sound  of  the  holy  trumpet,  the  Moslems  of  Egypt, 
Syria,  Arabia,  and  the  Oriental  provinces,  assembled  under 
the  servant  ol  the  prophet;*^  hia  camp  was  pitched  and  re- 


*  Northmannl  et  Gk>thl.  et  cteten  popul!  insularam  qu»  inter  ood  den  tarn  et 
Mleacriomiii  site  tui^jieotoi^bi^ooM^^ooi^^ 
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aioved  witimi  a  %tm  miles  of  Aem;  and  ke  Uboted,  algM 
and  daj,  to  the  lalief  of  lua  brdtom  aad  Ika  anaojiMiaal 
Ihe  FnnikB.  Nine  baltteB,  not  mimthj  of  the  aamo^  wen 
ioaghl^  in  Ibe  neigbborliood  ol  Moont  Omndt  whk  audb 
vieiantcide  of  fortone  that,  in  one  attack,  Uie  aohaa  loiioei 
bis  way  into  the  city;  tluit»  in  one  sally,  llie  Christiaaa  pen- 
etrated to  the  tojbX  tent^  .By  the  means  of  diTers  and  pig- 
eens,  a  Tegular  correspondence  was  maintained  with  the  be* 
sieged;  and,  as  often  as  the  sea  was  left  open,  the  exhansted 
garrison  was  withdrawn,  and  a  fresh  supply  was  poured  into 
the  i^aoe.  The  Latin  camp  was  thinned  by  fionine,  tha 
Bwofd,  and  the  climate;  bnt  the  tents  of  ^e  dead  were  r» 
I^eniflhed  with  new  pilgrims,  who  exaggerated  the  sUeugtk 
and  speed  €i  their  approaching  conntrymeiL  The  rulgar 
were  astonished  by  the  report  that  the  pope  himself,  iddi 
an  innnmeraUe  cnisade,  was  advanced  as  far  as  Oonstsali- 
nople.  The  mareh  of  the  emperor  filled  the  Bast  with  moia 
serious  alarms;  the  obstacles  which  he  encountered  in  Asia, 
and  perhaps  in  Greece,  were  raised  by  the  policy  of  Saladin; 
his  joy  on  the  death  of  Barbarossa  was  measured  by  his  es- 
teem; and  the  Christians  were  rather  dismayed  than  enoonr* 
aged  at  the  eight  of  the  dake  of  Swabia  and  his  wayworn 
remnant  of  5,000  Germans.  At  length,  in  the  spring  of  the 
second  year,  the  royal  fleets  of  France  and  England  cast 
anchor  in  the  bay  of  Acre,  and  the  siege  was  more  vigor- 
ously prosecuted  by  the  youthful  emulation  of  the  two  kings, 
Philip  Augustus  and  Richard  Plantagenet  After  every  re- 
source had  been  tiied,  and  every  hope  was  exhausted,  the 
defenderB  of  Acre  submitted  to  their  fate;  a  capitulation 
was  granted,  but  their  lives  and  liberties  were  taxed  at  the 
hard  conditions  of  a  ransom  of  200,000  pieces  of  gold,  the 
deliverance  of  100  nobles  and  1,500  inferior  captives,  and 
the  restoration  of  the  wood  of  tlie  holy  cross.  Some  doubts 
in  the  agreement,  and  some  delay  in  the  execution,  rekin- 
dled the  fury  of  the  Franks,  and  ^000  iioslems,  aintost  in 

Tigris  to  ftiah»Miit><iw«tbylribw<<  Mows  w<eilrilMa»tiM^ 
Afrfoa  «MshliV*Hll«pti 
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^6  gnllMi's  Tiew,  wen  behoadad  hy  Ae  oonmmid  of  the 
Mogniiiarj  Baohud.**  fij  the  conquMt  of  Aore,  the  Latin 
powm  aoqniiod  a  sliong  town  and  a  oonyenient  liarbor ;  bnt 
the  advantage  waa  moat  dearly  pnrcbaaed.  Tbe  miniater 
and  historian  of  Saladin  oompntee,  from  the  report  of  the 
enemy,  that  their  nnmbeia,  at  different  periods,  amounted 
to  600,000  or  600,000;  that  more  than  100,000  Ohriatiana 
were  alain;  that  a  far  greater  number  waa  lost  by  disease 
or  shipwreck;  and  that  a  raoall  portion  id  this  mighty  host 
oonld  zetom  in  safety  to  their  native  oonntriea.** 

Philip  Angnstns,  and  Richard  tiie  First,  are  the  only 
kings  of  France  and  England  who  (a.d.  1191,  1198)  have 
fought  under  the  same  banners;  but  the  holy  service,  in 
which  they  were  enlisted,  was  incessantly  disturbed  by  their 
national  jealousy;  and  the  two  factions,  which  they  pro- 
tected in  Palestine,  were  more  averse  to  each  other  than 
to  the  common  enemy.  In  the  eyes  of  the  Orientals,  the 
French  monarch  was  superior  in  dignity  and  power;  and  in 
the  emperor's  absence,  the  Latins  revered  him  as  their  tem- 
poral chief."  His  exploits  were  not  adequate  to  his  fame. 
Philip  was  brave,  but  the  statesman  predominated  in  his 
character;  he  was  soon  weary  of  sacrificing  his  health  and 
interest  on  a  barren  coast;  the  surrender  of  Acre  became  the 
signal  of  his  departure;  nor  could  he  justify  this  unpopular 
desertion,  by  leaving  the  duke  of  Burgundy,  with  500 
knights  and  10,000  foot,  for  the  service  of  the  Holy  Land. 
The  king  of  England,  though  inferior  in  dignity,  surpassed 


**  Bohadin.  p.  180;  and  this  mMMSCre  Is  neither  denied  nor  blamed  by  the 
Christian  historians.  Alacritcr  jussa  complenloa  (the  Knplish  aoldicrs),  says 
Oaifridus  4  Vinesauf  (1.  iv.  c  4,  p.  346).  who  fixes  al  2,100  the  number  of  vic- 
tlnM;  who  v  multlpliad  io  6,000  hj  Boger  Hofredeo  (pi  60T).  Tbm  hnmanitj 
or  avarice  of  Philip  Augustus  WM  peCMIIMM  tO  nniom  hto  prltOlMn  (Jaoob.  A 
Yitriaco,  1.  i.  c  98.  p.  1122). 

Bohadin,  p.  14.  He  quotM  tfatt  jadgment  ot  BiUmiiw,  and  the  prinee  off 
Bidon,  and  adds,  ex  illo  muodo  quasi  homimiB  poocissirai  redierunt.  Among 
the  ChriotiaM  who  died  before  St.  John  d'Acre,  I  find  the  Knghsh  names  of  da 
laiiara,  aari  of  Darby  (Dugdala,  Baronage,  part  i.  S60),  Mowbray  (idem,  p.  114), 
de  Mandevil,  de  Piennes.  St.  John,  Scto}K'.  I'lgot,  Talbot,  etc. 

*^  Magnus  hie  apud  eoa,  ioterque  reges  eonun  turn  rirtute,  turn  mi^estata 
aniiMna  ....  MUHm  mivbi  aitlter  (BohiMiiii,  p.  IM).  lU  tea  m(  aaaai 
to  haft  loM«m  tha  BMBaa  aMMr  «l  Philip  or  Bieharl 


Digitized  by  Google 


118 


flSBi  MaUHM  AMD  FALL 


his  rival  in  wealth  and  militarj  renown  and  if  heroism  be 
confined  to  brutal  and  ferocious  valor,  Bichard  Plantagenet 
will  stand  high  among  the  heroes  of  the  age.  The  memory 
fii  Coeur  de  Lion,  of  the  lion-hearted  prince,  was  long  dear 
and  glonouB  to  his  English  subjects;  and,  at  the  distance 
fd  sixty  years,  it  was  celebrated  in  pfo^erbial  sayings  by  the 
grandsons  of  the  Tnrki  and  Saiaeeuiy  against  whom  he  had 
fought:  his  tremendous  name  was  employed  by  the  Syrian 
mothen  to  ailenoe  their  infante;  and  if  a  hoiae  suddenly 
started  from  the  way,  his  rider  was  wont  to  exclaim,  **Do8t 
thou  think  King  Bichard  is  in  that  bosh?"**  His  cruelty 
to  the  Mahometans  was  the  e&et  of  tamper  and  zeal;  but 
I  cannot  belicTe  that  a  soldier,  so  free  and  fearless  in  the 
use  of  his  hmee^  would  have  descended  to  whet  a  dagger 
against  his  Taliant  brother  Ooniad  d  Montferrat^  who  was 
skin  at  Tyre  by  some  seoiet  assassins.**  After  the  ramnder 
of  Acre,  and  the  departnie  ol  Philip,  the  kiQg  ol  Engkad 
led  the  orasadeis  to  the  recovery  of  the  sea-coast;  and  the 
cities  ol  CwMurea  and  Jaffa  wars  added  to  the  fragments  of 
the  Idngdoni  of  Lnsignaa.  A  maveh  of  one  hundred  miles 
from  Am  to  Asealon  was  a  great  and  perpetoal  battle  of 
dcfvea  days.  In  the  disorder  of  his  troops,  Saladin  re* 
nained  on  the  field  with  seventeen  guards,  without  lowur* 
ing  his  stendard,  or  sospending  the  sound  of  his  branen 
kettledrum:  he  i^gain  lalUed  and  renewed  the  charge;  and 
his  pieaehera  or  heralds  called  aloud  on  the  wMtariam  man* 
fully  to  stand  up  against  the  Christian  idolaters.  But  the 
progress  of  these  idolaters  was  irresistible  ^  and  it  was  only 


**  Res  AagHa, praMtreoum  ....  ref»Qftlloninialaor«pa<<o»ctMetnlaf 

ntione  rearni  Htque  dignitatis;  Bed  txim  <HvitHB  florcntior,  turn  boUtcA  TirtntS 
■iuiu>  erai  oelebnor  (Bobadin,  p.  161).  ▲  slnoger  might  admire  thoee  richM; 
the  Dfttkmal  hntorlaiis  will  tell  with  whet  lewlese  end  waelefiil  iipjieiilOB  tta^ 
wen  coMeci^'L 

"  Joinnlie,  p.  17.    Ouidae-tu  que  oe      le  roi  RichenT 

*  Tet  he  wee  i;rtitlt7  In  the  opfokm  of  the  Ifeelene,  whoetteet  the  eeufcirfett 

of  tho  aj^aaaaina,  thai  tlioy  were  sent  by  ihe  Irinjf  of  Kri^lnnd  (Buhfidin.  p.  22fiV. 
and  hia  ouiy  defonce  ie  aa  abeiini  aad  palpable  forgery  (iiiat.  de  TAcad.  dea 
IneeHpL  xvL  165),  a  pfeteedeS  letter  Im  the  prinoe  of  the  ewieilee,  tiM  Shelly 
•r  old  maa  of  the  mououiu.  who  Joettted  IHehei<  tiRMtftag  lo  hhoMH  ths 
guilt,  or  merit  of  the  murdec 
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bgr  dflMoliflhing  the  walls  and  bnildui^i  of  Ascalon  tiuH  tiie 
Boltaa  oonld  preyent  them  from  oocnpjriiig  ftn  importMit  for- 
tms  on  the  confines  of  Egypt^  During  a  severe  winter,  the 
•rmiee  8lqpl{  but  in  the  spring,  the  Franks  advnnoed  within 
a  day's  msieh  of  Jerusalem,  nnder  the  leading  standard  of 
the  English  king;  and  his  sctiTe  sfnrit  intercepted  a  convoy, 
cr  oaimTan,  of  7,000  camels.  Saladin*'  had  fixed  his  station 
in  the  holy  city;  but  the  city  was  struck  with  consternation 
and  disoord:  he  fasted;  he  prayed;  he  preached;  he  offered 
to  share  the  dangers  of  the  siege;  but  his  Mamalukes,  who 
remembered  tiie  fate  of  their  companions  at  Acre,  pressed 
the  sultan,  with  loyal  or  seditious  clamors,  to  reserve  his  per- 
won  and  (kdr  courage  for  the  future  defence  of  the  religion 
and  empire.**  The  Moslems  were  delivered  by  the  sudden, 
<Nr,  as  they  deemed,  the  miraculous,  retreat  d  the  Ohris* 
tians;**  and  the  laurels  of  Bichard  were  blasted  by  the  pru- 
dence, or  envy,  of  the  companions.  The  hero,  ascending  a 
hill,  and  veiling  his  face,  exclaimed  with  an  indignant  voice, 
**ThoBe  who  are  unwilling  to  rescue,  are  unwordiy  to  view, 
the  sepulchre  of  Christ  I*'  After  his  return  to  Acre,  on  the 
news  that  Jaffii  was  surprised  by  the  sultan,  he  sailed  with 
some  merchant  vessels,  and  leaped  foremost  on  the  beach; 
the  castle  was  relieved  by  his  presence;  and  60,000  Turks 
and  Saracens  fled  before  his  amis.  The  discovery  of  his 
weakness  provoked  them  to  return  in  the  morning;  and 
they  found  him  carelessly  encamped  before  the  gates  with 
only  seventeen  knights  and  three  hundred  archers.  With- 
out counting  their  numbers,  he  sustained  their  charge  j  and 


^  See  the  distreMS  and  pious  Hrmtiesa  of  Saladin,  as  Uioy  are  described  hf 
Bohadin  (pp.  9<-S»  136-237),  who  himadif  tenuigued  the  defeadeni  of  Jerusalem; 
their  fears  were  qot  unknown  to  the  anenj  (JMObi.  4  YitriaoOt  L  i.  C  100,  |k. 
1123.    Vmisauf,  L  v.  c.  60,  p.  399). 

^*  Yet  unlMM  the  sultan,  or  an  AjOuMle  prinoe,  remained  in  Jerusalem,  neo 
Curdi,  Turcifl,  nec  Turci  assent  obtemperatuli  Glinlift  (Bohadin,  p.  S36).  He 
draws  aside  a  comer  of  the  political  curtain. 

V  Bohadin  (p.  237)  and  even  Jeffrey  de  Yinisauf  (1.  vi.  c.  l-S,  pp.  403-409) 
ascribe  tho  retreat  to  Richard  liimself ;  and  Jacobus  a  Vitriaco  observes  that  in 
his  impaiionce  to  depart,  in  alierum  viruin  mutatus  est  (p.  1123).  Yet  JoinviUe. 
a  FNmch  knight,  accuses  the  onv/  of  Hugh,  doke  of  Bumindj  (p.  116),  wIUmhU 
Mppoting,  UlM MaMhaw  PlKii*  thalha  waa  Mbad  1^  flalartin. 
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we  learn,  horn  tiie  eridence  of  Mb  enemies,  iSbaX  tiie  kl% 
ol  Bngluid,  grasping  his  lance,  rode  farkMHij  aloag  tfaair 
front,  from  the  right  to  the  left  wing,  without  neotiiig  aa 
adTersaiy  who  dared  to  enooimter  hie  career.**  Am  I  writbig 
the  hietory  of  Oriando  or  Amadii^ 

Daring  theee  hoatilities,  a  languid  and  tedious  negotis* 
tion**  between  the  Franks  and  Moslems  was  started,  aad 
continued,  and  broken,  and  again  resumed,  and  again  bro- 
ken. Some  acts  of  rojal  courtesy,  the  gift  <^  snow  and 
fruit,  the  exchange  of  Norway  hawks  and  Arabian  honssb 
softened  the  asperity  d  religious  war:  from  the  vidasitudis 
of  success,  the  monuchs  might  learn  to  suspect  that  HeaTcn 
was  neutral  in  the  quarrel;  nor,  after  the  trial  of  each  ciheTi 
could  either  hope  for  a  deeisiTe  Tiototy.**  The  heaHh  bodi 
of  Bichard  and  Saladin  appeared  to  be  in  a  decUning  state; 
and  they  respecttTcly  suffered  the  evils  of  distant  and  domss' 
tio  wai^oe:  Plantagenet  was  impatient  to  pu&Mh  *  per- 
fidious rival  who  had  invaded  Hoxmandy  in  his  absence; 
and  the  indefatigable  suhaa  was  subdued  by  the  cries  of  the 
people,  who  were  the  victims,  and  of  the  soldiers,  who  were 
the  instruments,  of  his  martial  zeal.  The  first  demands  of 
the  king  of  England  were  the  restitution  of  Jerusalem,  Pales- 
tine, and  the  true  cross;  and  be  firmly  declared,  that  himself 
and  his  brother  pilgrims  would  end  their  lives  in  the  pious 
labor,  rather  than  return  to  Europe  with  ignominy  and  re- 


^  The  expGditiouB  to  Ascalon,  Jenisalem,  and  Jaffa,  are  related  by  Bohadm 
(pp.  184-249)  and  Abulfeda  (p.  51).  The  author  of  the  Itinerary,  or  the  monk 
of  St.  Albans,  cannot  exaggoralo  the  Cadi*8  account  of  the  prowess  of  Ricliard 
(YiniBauf,  1.  vi.  c.  14-24,  pp.  412-421.  Hist.  Major,  p.  137);  and  on  the  wliote 
of  this  war  there  is  a  manrelloas  agreement  between  the  Christian  and  Ma- 
hometan writeni»  wilo  mutually  praise  the  virtues  of  their  enemies. 

"  See  the  progress  of  negotiation  and  hostility  in  Boliadin  (pp.  207-260),  who 
was  himself  an  actor  in  the  treaty.  Richard  declared  hi^  intention  uX  reiurma|( 
wHh  new  armies  to  the  conquest  of  the  Holy  IaikI  ;  and  Saladia  nuivaMd  th« 
ntnace  with  a  civil  compliment  (Viniwiuf.  1.  vi.  c.  28,  p.  423). 

^*  The  most  copious  and  original  accouni  of  this  holy  war  is  Galfridi  &  Yini* 
twif  Itinersrium  Regis  Anglorum  Richardi  et  aliorum  In  Temun  Hierosolymorum, 
in  8{x  books,  published  in  the  iid  volume  of  Gale's  Script  HiKt  Angli.  (pp.  247- 
419).  Boger  Uoveden  and  Matthew  Pane  afford  likewise  many  valuable  ma* 
tnrlttb;  and  Hbrnfanum  teribw,  wMk  MonMyv  Hn  iiiripliiiB  and  iiav%Mte 
^Ith*  BngUahflMk 
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MM.  BiilliMaiMniaieoofMidmicfutdftnd^ 
veighty  0Dmp>nBrtioa»  to  niton  the  idob,  or  pfomote 
id^itry,  of  liie  Ohriirianii;  ke  anerlod,  with  equal  flmmeii, 
hie  n^giooB  and  oiyil  claim  to  the  eovenigoty  of  Paleeftiiie; 
deBoanfcid  os  teinporlaaoe  and  aanslitf  of  Jeroialem;  and 
njeded  all  tetma  of  llw  eatebliehment,  er  partition,  cl  Iko 
Latina.  The  manriage  irhich  Xiohaid  proposed,  of  hia  aiatar 
wilih  tiie  8iihM*a  bntiier,  waa  dafeatod  }if  tbe  diffaranoe  of 
iaith.  A  personal  ttterrioir  ma  declined  hj  Sakdin,  who 
alleged  their  mntoal  ignoiaaoe  of  oaek  otiker'a  Ungnage; 
and  the  negotiation  was  managed  with  omeh  avt  and  ddaj 
by  their  interpreten  and  enroys.   The  final  agreement  (a.d. 

Sept)  was  equally  disapproved  by  the  zealots  of  both 
parties,  by  the  Roman  pontLS  and  the  caliph  of  Bagdad.  It 
was  stipulated  that  Jerusalem  and  the  holy  sepulchre  should 
be  open,  without  tribute  or  vexation,  to  the  pilgrimage  of 
the  Latin  Christians;  that,  after  the  demolition  of  Asctdon, 
they  should  inclusively  possess  the  sea-coast  from  Jaffa  to 
Tyre;  that  the  count  of  Tripoli  and  the  prince  of  Antioch 
should  be  compromised  in  the  truce;  and  that,  during  three 
years  and  three  months,  all  hostilities  should  cease.  The 
princioal  chiefs  of  the  two  armies  swore  to  the  observance 
of  the  u^aty;  but  the  monarchs  were  satistied  with  giving 
their  word  and  their  right  hand;  and  the  royal  majesty  was 
excused  from  an  oath  which  always  implies  some  suspicion 
of  falsehood  and  dishonor.  Richard  emhurkcd  for  Europe 
to  seek  a  long  captivity  and  a  premature  grave;  and  the 
space  of  a  few  months  (a.d.  1193,  March  4)  concluded  the 
life  and  glories  of  Salad  in.  The  Orientals  describe  liis  edi- 
fying death,  whicli  happened  at  Damascus;  but  they  seem 
ignorant  of  the  equal  distriV»utioii  of  his  alms  among  the 
three  religions,"  or  of  the  display  of  a  shroud,  instead  of  a 
standard,  to  admonish  the  East  of  the  instability  of  human 
greatness.  The  unity  of  empire  was  dissolved  by  his  death; 
his  sons  were  oppressed  by  the  stronger  arm  of  their  uncle 

"  BfaYertotQ.  »S1)  adopts  tbe  leoMah  iwtfaia  <<  tii»  ipdiflww«<i  Oil«*i, 
wbo  pnlMMA  He  UM -viMi  bis  iMt  Mlk 
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Saphadin;  the  hostile  interests  of  the  sultans  of  Egypt,  Da- 
mascus, and  Aleppo,"  were  agaiu  revived;  and  the  Franks 
or  Latins  stood,  and  breathed,  and  hoped,  in  their  fortrosfles 
along  the  Syrian  coast. 

The  noblest  monument  of  a  conqueror's  fame,  and  of  the 
terror  which  he  inspired,  is  the  Saladine  tenth,  a  general 
tax,  which  was  imposed  on  the  laity,  and  even  the  clergy, 
of  the  Latin  church  for  the  service  of  the  holy  war.  The 
practice  was  too  lucrative  to  expire  with  the  occasion;  and 
this  tribute  became  the  foundation  of  all  the  tithes  and 
tenths  on  ecclesiastical  benefices,  whioh  hftye  been  granted 
by  the  Boman  pontics  to  Catholio  soyereigns,  or  reterred 
for  the  immediate  use  of  the  apostolic  see.'*  This  peenniary 
emolument  must  have  tended  to  increase  the  interest  of  the 
popes  in  the  recovery  of  Palestine;  after  the  death  of  Saladin 
they  preached  the  cmsade,  by  their  epistles,  their  legates, 
and  their  missionaries;  and  the*  accomplishment  of  the  pious 
work  might  have  been  expected  from  the  zeal  (a.d.  1198- 
1216)  and  talents  of  Innocent  the  Third.**  Under  the  young 
and  ambitious  priest,  the  suooessors  of  St  Peter  attained  the 
fall  meridian  of  their  greatness;  and,  in  a  reign  of  eighteen 
years,  he  exeveised  a  despotic  command  over  the  empmrs 
and  kings,  whom  he  raised  and  deposed;  over  the  nations, 
whom  an  interdict  of  months  or  years  deprived,  to  the 
offence  of  their  rulers,  of  the  exercise  of  Oluistian  worship. 
In  the  council  of  the  Lateran  he  acted  as  the  ecclesiastical, 
almost  as  the  temporal,  sovereign  of  the  Bast  and  West  It 
was  at  the  feet  of  his  legate  that  John  of  England  surren- 
dered his  crown;  and  Innocent  may  boast  of  the  two  most 
signal  triumphs  over  sense  and  humanity,  the  establishment 
of  transubstantiation  and  the  origin  of  the  inquisition.  At 


^  See  the  succession  of  the  Ayoubites,  in  Abulpbarag.  (Dynast,  p.  277),  and 
the  ubles  of  IC  de  Ouignes,  TArt  de  Ver  lee  Dates,  waA  the  Biblio.  Orient. 

Thomassin  (DiHCip.  de  I'Kglise.  ill.  311-374)  has  copiously  treated  of  the 
origin,  abuses,  and  rea^ctions  of  these  tenths,  A  theory  was  started,  but  not 
punued.  that  tbey  were  rightfully  due  to  the  pope,  a  ttnth  of  Um  LtvttM*  Mil 
t» (be  high  prieet  (Selden  on  Tithes;  Works,  iii.  p.  ii.  1083). 

G«ita  InnoceDtii  III.  Murak  Sohpk  fier.  Itai.  (iii.  p.  i.  4ii6-^68> 
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yi  wd^  tiro  iiWMiilnii,  Hie  UmA  wad  Ifce  iMi,  wwpmidf  ■ 
teken;  bntwMpi  a  king  of  fimigary,  the  prinM  of  IIm  mo- 
ood  Older  worn  at  llii  hMd  ol  the  pilgrims;  tbe  lome  ireie 
inedeqnftte  to  the  design;  Mr  did  tiie  effeotB  oonef^ioiid 
idth  the  hopes  end  visheB  of  the  pope  end  the  people.  The 
loiirih  erande  (iun.  ISQft)  wee  diTsrted  fiom  Sjria  to  Oon« 
etaatinople ;  and  the  oonqiieBt  of  the  0feek  or  Boman  empire 
bj  the  Latins  wiU  form  the  proper  and  important  sabjeot  of 
the  next  chapter.  In  the  fifth**  (a.d.  1218)  200,000  Franks 
were  landed  at  the  eastern  month  of  the  Nile.  They  reason- 
ably hoped  that  Palestine  must  be  subdued  in  Egypt,  the 
seat  and  storehouse  of  the  saltan;  and,  after  a  siege  of  six- 
teen months,  the  Moslems  deplored  the  loss  of  Damietta. 
But  the  Christian  army  was  ruined  by  the  pride  and  in- 
solence of  the  legate  Pelagius,  who,  in  the  pope's  name, 
assumed  the  character  of  general:  the  sickly  Franks  were 
encompassed  by  the  waters  of  the  Kile  and  the  Oriental 
forces;  and  it  was  by  the  eyacnation  of  Damietta  that  they 
obtained  a  safe  retreat,  some  concessions  for  the  pilgrims, 
and  the  tardy  restitution  of  the  doubtful  relic  of  the  true 
cross.  The  failure  may  in  some  measnre  be  ascribed  to 
the  abuse  and  multiplication  of  the  crusades,  which  were 
preached  at  the  same  time  against  the  Pagans  of  Livoniai 
the  Moors  of  Spain,  the  Albigeois  of  France,  and  the  kings 
of  Sicily  of  the  Imperial  family."  In  these  meritorious  ser- 
vices, the  volunteers  might  acquire  at  home  the  same  spirit- 
ual indulgence,  and  a  larj^er  measure  of  temporal  rewards; 
and  even  the  popes,  in  their  zeal  against  a  domestic  enemy, 
were  sometimes  tempted  to  forget  the  distress  of  their  Syrian 

"  Tib  CTDBade,  and  the  siege  of  Damietta,  tn  Jaodlnia  A  Yftriaco  (L  tli.  1195- 

1149,  in  the  Gesta  Del  of  Bongaraius).  an  ejo-witness,  Bernard  'Hiesaurariua 
^dpt.  MuraU  vii.  82&-846,  c.  190-207),  a  contemporary,  aad  Sanutus  (Secreta 
Fidet  Chiidt,  L  HI.  p.  zi.  a.  a  diligent  compiler;  and  of  flie  Armbiana, 
Abalpbarag.  (Dynast,  pk  SM)»  and  tto  Bstmiela  Ml  tiM  «id  «C  Mnllle  <pp.  633, 
637,  640.  647,  eta). 

*  T»  tiloae who  took  tteenMsagalnatlialiifroy.  the  pope  (a.d.  1255)  granted 
pleniflsimam  peccatonim  reciiHloiiem.  Fi'iclcH  mirahamur  qiidd  tanttim  eis 
]»romltteret  pro  sanguine  Chriatlanotttm  efluodendo  quantum  pro  cruore  infidelium 
abqinando  (Mattimv  PMft  pt,  186).  ▲  wo  ll%hi  for  the  naaen  ef  Ibe  xitttfa 
oentoiy. 
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bntliNB.  Fram  tiie  last  age  of  the  ennadei  tibflj  derived 
the  ooearional  command  of  an  army  and  revenae;  and  some 
deep  reasonera  have  suspeoted  that  the  whole  enterprise, 
bom  the  first  sjnod  of  Placentia,  was  contriyed  and  exe- 
cuted by  the  policy  of  Rome.  The  snapioion  is  not  founded 
either  m  nature  or  in  fact.  The  anocessors  of  St.  Peter  ap- 
pear to  have  followed  rather  than  guided  the  impulse  of 
manners  and  prejudice;  without  much  foresight  of  the  sea- 
eons,  or  oultivation  of  the  soil,  ihey  gathered  liie  ripe  and 
apontaneona  froits  of  the  aupmtition  d  the  timea.  They 
gathered  these  fmita  without  toil  or  personal  danger:  in  the 
eounoil  of  tibe  Lateran,  Innocent  the  Third  deelared  an  am* 
bignona  resolution  of  animating  the  cmsadera  by  Ida  exam- 
ple; but  the  pilot  of  the  sacred  yessel  oould  not  abandon 
the  helm;  nor  was  Palestine  ever  blessed  with  the  presence 
of  a  Boman  pontiif.** 

The  persons,  the  famifieB,  and  eetataa  of  the  pilgrims, 
were  under  the  immediate  protection  of  the  popes ;  and  these 
apiritnal  patrona  soon  claimed  the  prerogatiTe  of  directing 
their  operations,  and  enforcing,  by  commands  and  censuroe, 
the  aooompHahment  of  their  tow.  Frederic  the  Second,** 
the  grandson  of  Barbarossa,  waa  auooessiYely  the  pupil,  the 
enemy,  and  the  yictim,  of  the  chureh.  At  the  age  of 
twenty-one,  and  in  obedience  to  his  guardian,  Innocent 
the  Third,  he  assumed  (a.d.  1228)  the  cross;  the  same  prom- 
ise was  repeated  at  his  royal  and  Imperial  coronations;  and 
his  marriage  with  the  heiress  of  Jerusalem  forever  bound 
him  to  defend  the  kingdom  of  his  son  Conrad.  But  as 
Frederic  advanced  in  age  and  authority,  he  repented  of  the 
rash  engagements  of  hia  youth:  his  liberal  sense  and  knowl- 
edge taught  him  to  despise  the  phantoms  of  superstition  and 


**  Thia  nimple  idea  is  agreeable  to  the  good  sense  of  Mosbeim  (Instit.  Hitt. 
Kcclos.  p.  332)  and  iho  fine  pbiloeophj  of  Hume  (Hist,  of  England,  i.  330). 

Tbe  original  matenals  for  the  crusade  of  Frederic  II.  rnay  be  drawn  from 
Richard  de  St.  G<>rmano  (Murat.  Script.  Ror.  It&l.  vii.  p.  1002)  and  Matthew 
Pariii  (pp.  2U6,  291,  300,  302,  304i.    The  most  rational  modems  are,  FleuiT 

Sliat.  Bcclea.  xy\.\  Yertot  (CberaL  de  lialthe.  i.  L  VL},  fllinniH  Qtk,  CML 
.HajpoU,  ii.  L  xviX  Mul  Munloii  (Ana.  d'Itilia»  z.)^ 
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Am  enmsm  of  Am:  h»  no  longer  eiit8rtein«&  tlia  mobb  mt* 
ccenoe  for  the  sveceiMis  of  Innoceot;  ftod  his  unlution  wm 
ooonpied  by  the  leetonttioii  of  the  Italian  monmhy  fim 
Sicily  to  the  Alpe.  Bat  the  snoeeM  of-  tkb  project  ircNdd 
hare  ledvoed  like  popes  to  tkeii  piimithpe  eiaipHoitT^  snd, 
after  tlie  ddaya  and  eiseiiflea  of  twelve  yeais,  thej  nrged  Ae 
emperor,  niUi  entreatieB  and  thieate,  to  fix  tiiie  tune  sad 
plaoe  of  Ilk  departaxe  for  Paleatine.  In  the  barbore  ef 
SieUy  and  ApvUa,  lie  prepared  a  fleet  of  100  galleys,  and 
of  100  Teaaela  tliait  weie  fruned  to  transport  and  land  2,600 
knights,  wi&  their  horses  and  attendants:  his  vassals  of 
Naples  and  Germany  formed  a  powerful  army;  and  the 
number  of  English  crusaders  was  magnified  to  60,000  by 
the  report  of  fame.  But  the  inevitable,  or  affected,  slow- 
ness of  these  mighty  preparations  consumed  the  strength 
and  provisions  of  the  more  indigent  pilgrims:  the  multitude 
was  thinned  by  sickness  and  desertion,  and  the  sultry  sum- 
mer of  Calabria  anticipated  the  mischiefs  of  a  Syrian  cam- 
paign. At  length  the  emperor  hoisted  sail  at  Brundusium, 
with  a  fleet  and  army  of  40,000  men;  but  he  kept  the  sea 
no  more  than  three  days;  and  his  hasty  retreat,  which  was 
ascribed  by  his  friends  to  a  grievous  indisposition,  was  ac- 
cused by  his  enemies  as  a  voluntary  and  obstinate  disobedi- 
ence. For  suspending  his  vow  Frederic  was  excommuni- 
cated by  Gregory  the  Ninth;  for  presuming,  the  next  year, 
to  accomplish  his  vow,  he  was  again  excommuni<  ated  by 
the  same  pope.**  While  he  served  under  tlie  banner  of  the 
cross,  a  crusade  was  preached  against  him  in  Italy;  and  after 
his  return  he  was  compelled  to  ask  pardon  for  the  injuries 
which  he  had  suffered.  The  clergy  and  military  orders  of 
Palestine  were  previously  instructed  to  renounce  his  com- 
munion and  dispute  his  comnoands;  and  in  his  own  king- 
dom the  emperor  was  forced  to  consent  that  the  orders  of 
the  camp  should  be  issued  in  the  name  of  God  and  of  the 
Christian  republic.    Frederic  entered  Jerusalem  in  triumph: 

Poor  Msratori  kmm  wist  to  tkiak,  bNtkam  aol  n^lom^,  *XMda9 
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and  with  his  own  hands  (for  no  prieat  wonld  perform  tiw 
oAoe)  he  took  the  crown  from  the  altar  of  the  holy  sepnl* 
chre.  Bnt  the  patriarch  cast  an  interdict  on  the  churoh 
which  his  presence  had  profaned;  and  the  knights  of  the 
hospital  and  temple  informed  the  sultan  how  easily  he  might 
be  surprised  and  slain  in  his  unguarded  yisit  to  the  Biver 
Jordan*  In  such  a  state  of  fonatixnsm  and  faction,  yiotory 
was  hopeless  and  defence  was  difficult;  bnt  the  conclusion 
of  an  advantageous  peace  may  be  imputed  to  the  discord  of 
the  Mahometans,  and  their  personal  esteem  for  the  character 
of  Frederic.  The  enemy  of  the  churoh  is  accused  of  main- 
tsining  with  the  miscreants  an  intereourse  of  hospitality  and 
fiiendiship,  unworthy  of  a  Christian;  of  despising  the  bar- 
renness of  the  land;  and  of  indulging  a  profane  thought, 
that  if  Jehoyah  had  seen  the  kingdom  of  Kaples  he  never 
would  have  selected  Palestine  for  the  inheritance  of  his 
chosen  people.  Tet  Frederic  obtained  from  the  sultan  the 
restitution  of  Jerusalem,  of  Bethlem  and  Nasareth,  of  Tyre 
and  Sidon:  the  Latins  were  allowed  to  inhabit  and  fortify 
the  city;  an  equal  code  of  civil  and  religious  freedom  was 
ratified  for  the  sectaries  of  Jesus  and  those  of  Mahomet; 
and,  while  the  former  worshipped  at  the  holy  sepulchre,  the 
latter  might  pray  and  preadi  in  the  mosque  of  ^e  temple,** 
from  whence  the  prophet  undertook  his  nocturnal  journey 
to  heaven.  The  clergy  deplored  this  scandalous  toleration ; 
and  the  weaker  Moslems  were  gradually  expelled :  but  every 
rational  object  of  the  crusades  was  accomplished  without 
l)loo(lshed;  the  churches  were  restored,  the  monasteries  were 
ie])lenishcd;  and,  in  the  space  of  fifteen  years,  the  Latins 
of  Jerusalem  exceeded  the  number  of  six  thousand.  This 
peace  and  prosperity,  for  which  they  were  ungrateful  to 
their  benefactor,  was  terniinated  (a.d.  1243)  by  the  irrup- 
tion of  the  strange  and  savage  hordes  of  Carizmians.'*  Fly- 

The  dergjr  utfully  confounded  the  mosque  or  church  of  the  temple  with 
tlM  holy  Bcpulrhro.  and  their  wilful  error  haa  deceived  Ixith  Vertot  and  Muratori. 

The  irruption  ol  the  Carizmi&ns,  or  Coresmixis,  in  related  by  Matthew  Parui 
(p.  646).  aad  bj  JolBfflltb  VMgimaad  ItoAnMMM  (pp^  111,  lit,  Ifl,  IM. 
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ing  from  the  arniB  of  the  Moguls,  those  shepherds  of  the 
Oaspian  rolled  headlong  on  Syria;  and  the  union  ol  tiie 
Fnttka  with  the  anltuifl  of  Aleppo,  Hems,  and  Damaaona 
«  waa  inanfliMiint  to  stem  the  yiol^ce  of  the  toirent  What* 
ever  stood  against  them  was  oat  off  bj  the  sword,  or  dragged 
into  eaptlvilj;  the  military  ordm  wm  almost  eztenidiiaited 
in  a  single  batils;  and  in  the  pillage  of  the  <n^,  in  the  prof- 
anation of  the  holj  sepnlohie,  liia  Latins  oonf em  and  regret 
the  modesty  and  diset^ine  of  the  Tnrks  and  Safaoens. 

Of  the  seren  erasades,  the  last  two  were  undertaken  by 
Loois  the  Ninth,  king  of  Franoe  (▲.]>.  1248-1264);  who  lost 
his  liberty  in  Bgypt^  and  his  life  on  the  ooast  of  Africa. 
Twenty-eight  yean  after  his  death,  he  was  canonised  at 
Borne;  and  sizty-fiye  miiaoles  were  readily  found,  and  sol- 
emnly attested,  to  justify  the  elaim  of  ihe  royal  saint The 
voiee  of  history  ronders  a  more  honorable  testimony,  that  he 
nniftsd  the  Tirtnss  of  a  king,  a  hero,  and  a  man;  that  his 
martial  spirit  was  tempered  by  the  love  of  private  and  pub- 
lic joslioe;  and  thM  Lonis  tras  the  &ther  of  his  people,  the 
Mend  of  his  neighbors,  and  the  terror  of  the  inddels.  Su- 
peisliAion  alone,  in  all  the  extent  d  her  baleful  influence,** 
eosrupled  his  undcrstending  and  his  heart;  his  deyotion 
stooped  to  admire  and  imitate  the  begging  Mars  of  Fran- 
cis and  Dominie;  he  pursued  with  blind  and  omel  aeal  the 
enemies  of  the  faith;  and  the  best  of  kings  twice  descended 
from  his  throne  to  seek  the  adventures  of  a  spiritual  knight- 
errant.  A  monkish  historian  would  have  been  content  to 
applaud  the  most  despicable  part  of  his  character;  but  the 
noble  and  gallant  Joinville,**  who  shared  the  friendship  and 

■*  Read,  if  you  can,  the  Life  and  Miracles  of  Si.  Looto,  bjtlM  aoniBMOf  of 
liM]Bare(  (pp.  391-623.   Joinrille,  du  Louvro). 

tmtored  all  that  mother  churdi  taught  (JoinviUe,  p.  10),  but  he  oau- 
lloned  Joinville  against  disputing  with  infldela.  "L'omme  liy  (aiiid  ho  in  hi-i  old 
hulguage)  qu&nd  il  ot  medire  de  la  Joj  Crettienxie,  ne  doit  paa  deffendra  la  loj 
Crestienne  ne  mais  que  de  I'enMie,  dequoi  U  doit  dooner  panni  to  fvatn  dadtna, 
tant  comme  elle  j  peuc  entrer'*  (p.  12). 

*o  I  have  two  editions  of  Joinville,  the  one  (Paris,  1664)  most  valuable  for 
the  Observaliona  of  Duc&nge;  the  other  (Paris  au  Lourre,  1761)  meet  precious 
for  the  pure  and  aadlBntic  text,  a  MS.  of  which  has  been  recentlj  disoovereQ. 
The  iMl  editor  pmm  that  the  history  of  &u  Louia  was  Aaktod  a^.  im,  wiUi^ 
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captivity  of  LoniSf  has  traced  with  the  pencil  of  nature  the 
free  portrait  of  bia  virtues  as  well  as  of  bis  failings.  From 
this  intimate  knowledge,  we  may  learn  to  suspect  the  politi- 
cal views  of  depressing  their  great  vassals  which  are  so  often 
imputed  to  the  royal  authors  of  the  cnisafles.  Above  all  the 
piinoes  of  the  Middle  Ages,  Louis  the  Ninth  snccessfulljr 
labored  to  lestore  the  prerogatives  of  the  crown ;  but  it  wis 
a4  home,  aad  not  m  the  East,  that  he  acquired  for  himself 
and  his] posterity;  hk  yow  vaa  tfas  mbU  o£  enthuaiaani  «Dd 
sickiMBs;  and  if  he  noe  the  ptomoter,  ke  wtm  likewise  the 
yiotimy  of  thiB  hoty  madnesa.  For  tiie  mmioii  oi  Bgypt^ 
France  mui  eshausted  oi  her  troops  and  treaauw;  ha  cor- 
ered  the  sea  ol  Cjprofl  with  1,800  aails;  the  most  modest 
envDMntkm  amounts  to  60^000  men ;  and,  if  we  might  trust 
hiB  own  confession,  as  k  k  reported  by  Oriental  TSfnity,  he 
disembarked  dyfiOO  horse,  and  180,000  iaok,  who  performed 
their  pilgrimage  under  the  shadow  of  his  pomK— ^oinvitta^ 
pw  82.  Anfaio  Eztnwli,  p.  M9. 

In  complete  amor,  the  oriflamme  waying  beim  him, 
Louis  leaped  fosemost  on  the  besoh;  and  the  at»n§  oitf  of 
DamieMiy  wfaieh  had  oosi  hie  pBedeeoawro  a  siqge  of  uiien 
months,  was  (a.du  1240)  ahendcmed  on  the  first  tssaelt  by 
the  toemblh^  ICodene.  But  Damietbe  was  the  first  end  the 
last  of  his  ooD^iMstB:  and  in  the  fifth  and  sixth  emsedes, 
the  senecenaes,  ehnosi  on  the  same  ground^  were  pKodns* 
tive  of  similar  eelamkies.**  Aftsr  a  minoiie  delay,  whieh 
introdnoad  into  the  oamp  the  aseds  ol  an  epidamioal  disss wi, 
the  Fnmke  adTMieed  from  tlM  tm-mamt  tomid  tiie  mpM 
of  £gypt»  and  stroye  to  snrmonni  the  TOsasenashle  iaviida* 
tion  of  tiie  Nile,  which  opposed  tiieir  progress.  Under  the 
eye  of  their  intrepid  moniav.h,  the  barons  and  knighta  <rf 


out  explaining,  or  eroa  admiring,  the  age  oi  liie  autiior,  whkli  must  have  es* 
eeeded  ninety  jrean  (Prefaoaw  pi  zL  Qbeerr.  de  Doeaag«i  p. 

The  last  editors  have  enriched  their  Joinvillo  with,  large  and  curiona  extrwti 
from  th»  Arabic  hiatoiiaua,  Macrai,  Abulfeda,  etc.  See  Ukewiae  Abulpharag. 
mywML  |K  atn  who  qJli  hl«  fcy  llw  wrupt  n— <t  Mad^^rmu,  JiMdMV 
Wrie<p.  e^:\)h,v^  '  II ■  rlTil  f itHj  nf  th n  rrinili  wil mjMi  iifcn  innW 

md  ieii  at  Masaoura. 
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France  dispUyed  their  inyuMiUe  contempt  ol  dngtr  and 
diaoipliae:  bia  bwiiiar,  the  oonnt  ol  Artaia,*alDiai0d  with 
inoonaidwta  valor  the  town  ol  Maasoiua;  and  the  eafrier 
pigeona  aanoiuioed  to  the  nihalMtMitB  of  Oaiio  that  all  was 
lost  But  a  aoldJer,  who  afterwacd  nsnrped  the  loeptre,  Tal- 
lied the  fljing  troopa:  the  main  bodj  ol  the  Chris^ana  was 
lar  behind  their  yangoard;  and  Artoia  waa  overpowered  and 
■lain.  A  ahower  ol  0reek  flie  waa  inoenantly  poured  on  the 
invaderi;  the  Nile  waa  oommanded  by  the  Egyptian  galleys, 
Ae  open  oonntry  by  the  Axaba;  all  proviaiona  were  inter- 
oepted;  each  day  aggravated  &e  sidmeea  and  lamine;  and 
alioat  the  aame  time  a  retreat  waa  lonnd  to  be  neoesaary 
and  impraotioable.  The  Oriental  writem  oonleaa  that  Lonia 
night  have  eeoaped,  il  he  wonld  have  deaerted  hia  anbjeota: 
he  waa  made  priaoner,  with  the  greater  part  ol  hia  n<^lee; 
all  who  oonld  not  redeem  their  Hvea  by  aervioe  or  ransom 
were  inhumanly  maaaaored;  and  the  walla  d  Oairo  were 
deoorated  with  a  drcle  ol  Christian  heada.**  The  king  of 
Franee  was  (a.d.  1260,  April  5-May  6)  loaded  with  chains; 
but  the  generous  victor,  a  great-grandison  ol  the  brother  of 
Saladin,  sent  a  robe  of  honor  to  his  royal  captive;  and  his 
deliverance,  with  that  of  his  soldiers,  was  obtained  by  the 
restitution  of  Damietta*'  and  the  payment  of  400,000  pieces 
of  gold.  In  a  soft  and  luxurious  climate,  the  degenerate 
children  of  the  companions  of  Noureddin  and  Saladin  were 
incapable  of  resisting  the  flower  of  European  chivalry:  they 
triumphed  by  the  arms  of  their  slaves  or  Mamalukes,  the 
hardy  natives  of  Tartary,  who  at  a  tender  age  had  been  pur- 
chased of  the  Syrian  merchants,  and  were  educated  in  the 
camp  and  palace  of  the  sultan.  But  Egypt  soon  afforded  a 
new  example  of  the  danger  of  Pretorian  bands ;  and  the  rage 


Savarj,  in  his  afp'eeablo  Lettrea  stir  TEffypto,  has  given  a  description  of 
Damiotta  (i.  lettre  xxiii.  214-2^0),  and  a  n&rrative  of  the  expedition  of  St.  Louis 
(izv.  30&-360K 

For  the  ransom  of  St.  Louis,  a  million  of  byzanta  waa  asked  and  g^rantod ; 
but  the  sultan'8  generosity  reduced  that  sum  to  800,000  bjxants,  which  ar« 
Ttkied  by  Joinville  at  400,000  French  livrea  of  big  ova  tioM^  and  expressed  hj 
MMIliMr  BMta  fey  lOi^MO  JMiteoCailTar  (Dmi^  JNMk  zs.  wxtiMSk^ 


Digitized  by  Google 


of  tiMie  inooloiis  animalB,  who  had  been  let  looee  oi  Ihe 
strangen,  iras  provoked  to  devour  their  benefactor,  ift 
the  pride  of  conquest,  Tooran  Shah,  the  kst  of  his  nee, 
nw  mTadered  bj  his  Mamalnkea;  and  the  moat  dariag  «f 
the  assassins  entefed  the  chamb^  of  the  captive  king,  with 
dnwn  eimeten,  and  their  hands  imbraed  in  the  blood  ef 
their  sultan.  The  fimiiefls  of  Look  cetmaiided  their  re- 
spect;** tiieir  avarice  prevailed  over  cmelty  and  seal;  tiie 
treal^  was  aoeoim^iahed;  and  the  king  of  France,  with  thi» 
relics  of  his  armj,  was  permitted  to  embark  for  PalestiiNk 
He  wasted  four  years  within  the  walls  of  Acn,  nnable  to 
visit  Jemsalemf  and  nnwilBng  to  lotnm  withont  gkuy  to  hii 
native  oonntrj. 

The  memoij  of  his  defeat  omted  Low,  alter  aixisea 
TssiiB  of  wisdom  and  xepose,  to  undertake  the  seventh  and 
last  of  the  emsades.  His  finances  were  nstoied,  his  king- 
dom was  enlarged;  a  new  geBemHon  of  wanion  had  ariMn, 
and  ho  embarked  with  fiesh  confldenee  at  the  head  of  d,OiO 
horse  and  IK),000  fool  The  loss  of  Antioch  had  piwfoked 
the  enterprise:  a  wild  hope  of  bi^tisfaEig  the  king  of  Tonas 
tempted  him  to  steer  for  the  African  ooast;  and  ^  tepovt 
of  an  immense  treasure  leooociled  his  troops  to  the  dilaj  of 
their  voyage  to  the  Holj  Land.  Tnatead  of  a  proselTte  he 
fonnd  a  siege:  the  French  panted  and  died  on  the  honiiy 
sands;  St  Lonis  expired  (a.d.  12701,  Aug.  25)  in  his  teat; 
and  no  sooner  had  he  closed  his  eyes  than  his  son  and  sue* 
cesBor  gave  the  signal  of  the  retreat.**  **It  is  thus,"  says  a 
lively  writer,  **that  a  Ohrisdan  king  died  near  the  ruins  <tf 
Carthage,  waging  war  against  the  seetaries  of  Mahomet,  in 
a  land  to  which  Dido  had  introduced  the  deities  of  Syria.*' 
—Voltaire,  Hist.  Gen.  iL  391. 

•*  The  idea  of  the  emirs  to  choose  Louis  for  their  sultan  is  sorinusly  atteeted 
by  JoinvUJo  (p,  17),  mkL  does  not  appnr  to  me  so  abturd  ae  to  M.  de  Voltaire 
(Hiot.  Q«n.  fL  886).  11m  ICMMdukw  tlieiiiodves  were  ttranigere,  rebels.  aa4 
equuirt;  they  had  felt  hiH  valor,  they  hoped  his  conversion;  and  atirh  a  motkJIl, 
wMch  was  not  aeconded,  migbt  be  madeb  perhape  by  a  aeevet  Ohristaan,  ia  tlMir 
tUBiultaoafl  assembly. 

Expt  diiioii  ill  the  Ajinalsof  St.  Louis,  bv  William  de  Nangis.  pp.  STS-^tV^ 
wA  tbe  Aiabio  i&zUMli»  pp.       iM,  a<  taeiMn»«dllte  of  JoiBfUki 
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A  von  imjwfc  and  absud  oonstitiition  oaanot  be  deriaed 
ihtak  thMwhkkh  oondflnms  the  oatiTeB  of  a  oountiy  to  perpet- 
ual leiTitiidey  under  the  arbitrary  dominion  of  etrangem  and 
elavea.  Tet  sneh  bas  been  the  state  of  Egjrpt  above  fiye 
hnndred  jeara.  The  moat  illnstriona  snltanB  of  the  Baharite 
and  fiorgite  djmasties**  (a.d.  1250-1517)  were  themselves 
promoted  from  the  Tartar  and  Circassian  bands;  and  the 
four-and-twenty  beys  or  military  chiefs  have  ever  been 
succeeded,  not  by  their  sons,  but  by  their  servants.  They 
produce  the  great  charter  of  their  liberties,  the  treaty  of 
Selim  the  First  with  the  republic;"  and  the  Othman  em- 
peror still  accepts  from  Egypt  a  slight  acknowledgment  of 
tribute  and  subjection.  With  some  breathing  intervals  of 
peace  and  order,  the  two  dynasties  are  marked  as  a  period 
of  rapine  and  bloodshed:"  but  their  throne,  however  shaken, 
reposed  on  the  two  pillars  of  discipline  and  valor;  their 
sway  extended  over  Egypt,  Nubia,  Arabia,  and  Syria; 
their  Mamalukes  were  multiplied  from  800  to  25,000  horse; 
and  their  numbers  were  increased  by  a  provincial  militia 
of  107,000  foot,  and  th^  occasional  aid  of  66,000  Arabs.** 
Princes  of  such  power  and  spirit  could  not  long  endure  on 
their  coast  a  hostile  and  independent  nation;  and  if  the 
ruin  of  the  Franks  was  postponed  about  forty  years,  they 
were  indebted  to  the  cares  of  an  unsettled  reign,  to  the  in- 
vasion of  the  Moguls,  and  to  the  occasional  aid  of  some 


••  The  chronology  of  the  two  djiiMtlM  of  liamahikea,  the  BahArltea,  Turks 

or  Tartars  of  Kipzak,  and  the  Borgitoa,  Circassians,  is  given  bj  Pocock  (Prolog, 
id  Abulpharag.  pp.  S-31)  and  do  Guigoes  (i.  264);  their  hiatorj  from  Abulfeda, 
Ifacrizi,  etc..  to  the  beginning  of  the  zvtii  eenturj,  by  the  nme  M.  de  Ouignos 
0T.  110-328) 

**  Savary,  Lettree  eur  TBgypte,  iL  leitra  zt.  189.  I  much  question  the  authen 
Udty  of  this  copy ;  yet  it  is  true  that  Sahaa  Selim  concluded  a  treaty  with  the 

Circassians  or  Mamalukes  of  Egypt,  and  left  them  in  possession  of  arma,  riches* 
and  power.  See  a  new  Abreg^  de  I'Hist.  Ottom.  composed  in  Egypt,  and  trans* 
lated  by  M.  Digeon  (i.  66,  Paris,  1781),  a  curious,  au^entic,  and  national  history. 

Si  totum  quo  regnum  occupdrunt  tempus  respidas,  presertim  quod  tlni 
propiua,  reperies  illud  bellis,  pugnis,  injuriis,  ac  raphiis  refertum  (Al  Jannabi, 
apiid  Pocock,  p.  31).  The  reign  of  Mohammed  (a.d.  1311-1341)  affords  a  happy 
eA<>  ption  (deOuignee,  ir.  208). 

*^  They  are  now  reduced  to  8,500;  but  the  expense  of  oach  Mamaluke  may 
be  rated  at  100  louis;  and  Egypt  groans  under  the  avarice  and  insolence  of  the 
sinagen  (Vojigw  de  Toto^,  L  pp.  89-161). 
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-variike  pUgiUMi  AoMg  these,  tiie  EngtiA  wMti  will 
obwrve  the  name  of  our  first  fidiraxd,  who  tssmned  the 
cross  in  the  Hietime  of  his  fnAm  Hcnij*  At  the  head  of 
A  thousand  soldiers,  the  futiue  ooaqmenor  of  Wales  and 
Scottead  4eHyerad  Aoie  Irom  a  siege;  marehed  as  far  m 
Nasaxeth  with  «n  9tmj  of  9,000  men;  emnlatod  the  fnoe 
of  hia  unde  Biohaxd;  ozlorlad,  bj  iiis  ralor,  •  lea  jen^ 
anioe;  and  eaoaped,  with  m  daaigoroaa  woand,  from  the  dag- 
ger of  a  laaatio  oMosm.***  ABtioch,"' wWmm  idtnalion  had 
been  lesa  expoaad  to  the  oakmitiaa  of  dse  My  war,  was 
(▲.D.  1268»  Jaae  12)  flnallj  ooenpiod  snd  ndned  by  Boa- 
doodnTi  or  Bibata,  aaltaa  cf  Bgn>^  >^  Syria;  the  Latim 
|»i]ioi{>ality  waa  eztingniahed;  and  the  fizat  seat  of  the 
Chziatian  nasae  waa  diapeopled  by  the  alaaghler  of  ITyOOO, 
and  the  captivity  of  100,000  of  her  inhabttanta  The  mail* 
time  towns  of  Laodioea,  €hibala,  Tripoli,  Berytos,  Sidon, 
Tyro,  and  Ja£Ea,  and  tiie  stronger  oaatlea  of  tbe  fl^oqHtaUers 
and  Templars,  aaieeasiTely  IbH;  and  the  wboia  €ziatenoe  of 
the  Franks  was  oonfined  lo  the  city  and  aolony  of  St  Johm 
ef  Acre,  wlndi  is  aometlwws  deserilied  by  the  more  olaasle 
title  of  Ptoleini^ 

Aftw  the  loss  of  Jomsalem,  Aore,^  wbieh  is  distaad 
about  seventy  miles,  beoame  ilia  nMtropoUs  of  4she  Latin 
Christiana,  and  was  adc»*ned  with  strong  and  stately  baild' 
ings,  with  aqueducts,  an  artificial  port,  and  a  double  walL 
The  population  was  increased  by  the  incessant  streams  of 
pilgrims  and  fugitives:  in  the  pauses  of  hostility,  the  trade 
of  the  East  uuJ  West  was  attracted  to  tliis  convenient  sta- 
tion; and  the  market  could  offer  the  produce  of  every  clinie 
and  the  iuterpretera  of  every  tongue.    But  in  this  conflux 

^  Oaxtc's  Hist,  of  England,  il.  166,  a&d  hia  origmal  authora.  Thomas  Wilkes 
and  Walter  Hemingford  (L  iii.  c.  M,  8§X  In  GWe's  OoOeot.  (ii.  pp.  97.  589-692). 
Ibejr  are  t>oili  ignorant  of  the  princess  Eleanor's  pietv  in  suckiBg  tbe  poMOOed 
wound,  and  ttaving  her  iiusbaud  at  Ike  risk  of  her  own  liie. 

Banuius,  Secret.  Fidel.  Cruda.  L  iU.  fi.  xfL  fl;     «Bd  d»  OufgMi,  HISt 
dea  Huns,  iv.  143,  from  t!ie  Arabic  hislorinn'?. 

N*  The  litate  oi  Acre  w  ropfeaeoted  in  ail  the  chronicleH  of  the  times,  and 
nio8t  accumle^  in  Mm  TiUani,  i  «jL  e.  1M»  ti  JttmL  tMpt  Bw.  HiO. 
xiii.  337. 
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ml  vstions  every  rioe  wm  propagated  and  pnntked:  of  all 
the  difloipteB  of  Jam  tmd  Mftkomet,  the  male  aad  isiiude 

inhabitantB  of  Acre  were  esteemed  the  most  cormpt;  nor 
oomld  the  abuse  of  religion  be  eoireoted  bj  the  diMipliiie  of 
law.  The  city  had  a&nj  sovereigia,  and  no  gorpenimenl 
The  kings  of  Jemsalam  and  Cjpnie,  of  the  house  of  Lasig- 
nail,  thn  primces  «f  Antioch,  the  counts  of  Tripoli  and  Sidon, 
the  grent  nustea  of  the  hospital,  the  temple,  an4  the  Ten- 
traio  order,  Ike  repnUlios  of  Venaee,  Qeni»,  «nd  Pisa,  ike 
pope^s  Ifljgste,  the  kings  of  Fraaoe  and  Xbgland,  ssnnmod 
am  indepeodent  eomaaad:  seventeen  tribnnals  ezmeised 
the  power  ol  hit  and  ikath;  every  ovininal  -was  protested 
in  the  adjacent  quarter;  and  the  perpetual  jeslooi^  of  the 
nations  often  burst  forth  in  acte  of  violence  and  blood. 
Some  adventorers,  who  disgraced  the  ensign  of  the  cross, 
compensated  their  want  of  pay  by  the  plunder  of  the  Ma- 
hometan villages:  nineteen  Syrian  merohanto,  who  traded 
under  the  pnbHo  faitk,  weve  despoiled  end  hanged  by  llie 
Christians;  and  the  denial  of  satMaetion  justified  Hie  arms 
<d  the  flultm  KhiliL  He  marohed  against  Acre  at  Ibe  head 
of  60,000  korse  and  140,000  foot:  his  tnin  of  avtiUsry  (if  I 
misy  vm  Ike  iPord)  was  numerous  and  weighty;  the  eeparate 
timbers  of  a  sin^^  engine  were  transported  in  one  kmdzed 
wagons;  and  the  royal  historian  Abulfeda,  who  served  witk 
the  troops  of  Hamah,  was  himself  a  spectator  of  the  holy 
war.  Whaterer  might  be  the  vices  of  the  Pranks,  their 
courage  was  rekindled  by  enthusiasm  and  despair;  but  they 
were  torn  by  the  discord  of  seventeen  chiefs,  and  over- 
wVielmcd  on  all  sides  by  the  powers  of  the  sultan.  After 
a  siege  of  thirty-throe  days,  the  double  wall  was  (a.d.  1291, 
May  18)  forced  by  the  Moslems;  the  principal  tower  yielded 
to  their  engines;  the  Mamalukes  made  a  general  assault;  the 
city  was  stormed ;  and  death  or  slavery  wus  the  lot  of  60,000 
ChristiaDS.  The  convent,  or  rather  fortress,  of  the  Templars 
resisted  three  days  longer;  but  the  great  master  was  pierced 
with  an  arrow;  and,  of  500  knights,  only  ten  were  left  alive, 
less  happy  than  the  victims  of  the  sword,  if  they  lived  to 
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suffer  on  a  scaffold  in  the  unjust  and  cruel  proscription  of 
the  whole  order.  The  king  of  Jerusalem,  the  patriarch, 
and  the  great  master  of  the  hospital,  effected  their  retreat 
to  the  shore;  but  the  sea  was  rough;  the  vessels  were  insui- 
-  ficient;  and  great  numbers  of  the  fugitives  wei'c  drowned 
before  they  could  reach  the  isle  of  Cyprus,  which  might 
comfort  Lusignan  for  the  loss  of  Palestine.  By  the  com- 
mand of  the  sultan,  the  churches  and  fortifications  of  the 
Latin  cities  were  demolished:  a  motive  of  avarice  or  fear 
stiU  opened  the  holy  sepulchre  to  some  devout  and  defence- 
less pilgrims;  and  a  moumf ol  and  solitarj  nlenoe  prevailed 
along  the  coast  which  liad  so  long  resoimded  with  the 
wobld'b  dsbatb.*** 


Schism  of  the  Greeks  and  Latins — State  of  Constantinople — 
fyvoU  ^  the  BtUgariam-'Isaae  Angelus  dethroned  hy  hie 
brother  Aleasiue — Origin  of  Fourth  Onteade^AlUanee 
of  the  French  and  Venetiane  with  the  Son  leaao — Their 
'  naiwU  BaDpeditUm  to  Oonetantinople — The  two  Siegee  and 
flnai  Oonqaett  of  ike  OUiy  hy  ihe  LaHne 

r  I        restoration  of  the  Western  empiie  by  Charlemagne 


was  speedily  followed  by  the  sepantioii  of  the  Greek 


^  and  Latin  churches.*  A  religious  and  national  ani- 
mosity still  divides  the  two  laigest  communions  of  the  Chris- 
tian world;  and  the  schism  of  Constantinople,  by  alienating 
her  most  useful  allies,  and  provoking  her  most  dangerous 
enemiesi  has  precipitated  the  decline  and  fall  of  the  Roman 
empire  in  the  East 

Final  ezpulnion  of  the  Franka,  in  Sanutus,  1.  iii.  p.  zii.  c.  11-22.  Abul* 
feda.  Macrissi,  etc,  in  de  Ouignes,  iv.  163,  and  Vertot.  f.  1.  Hi.  407. 

'  In  the  suooesfliTe  oeaturies,  from  the  izth  to  the  xrUith,  Mosheim  traces 
th> •chhm of  th> Omta,  with ItiMfaifcetaiTiiw^  and iMmatfaJity ;  tbe^Utogiw 
(InBtitut.  Hlat  Mai.  |l  ttl^  Ino  UL  8M.  Fhotfo^p  ^  lOf .  MidiMl 
Oerulariai^  ^  tllL 
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In  tiie  oonrse  of  the  present  history,  the  aversion  of  the 
Greeks  for  the  Latins  has  been  often  visible  and  conspioa- 
ous.  It  was  originally  derived  from  the  disdain  of  seiri* 
tade,  inflamedf  after  the  time  of  Constantine,  by  the  pride 
of  equality  or  dominion;  and  finally  exasperated  by  the 
preleience  which  their  rebellioas  subjects  had  given  to  tiie 
alHance  of  the  WtwoikB,  In  eveiy  age,  the  Greeks  were 
proud  d  their  aaperiority  in  profane  and  religious  knowl- 
edge: tfao^  ImuI  first  receired  the  light  of  Ohriitiaiuty;  tkey 
bad  jnonoimeed  the  decrees  d  tiie  seven  geaend  councils: 
tfiey  alone  poiMssed  the  language  of  Scripture  and  philos- 
ophy; nor  should  the  BarbfuriBOS,  immersed  in  the  dark- 
noBS  of  the  West,*  presume  to  argue  on  the  high  and  mya* 
terious  questions  of  theological  sdence.  These  B^rbariaaa 
dcBpiaed  in  their  turn  the  lesileaa  and  subtle  levity  of  the 
Qrientab,  the  anthota  of  every  heresy;  and  blesaed  their 
own  aimplioity,  whioh  waa  content  to  hold  the  tndition 
of  the  apoatoUe  eharoh.  Yet  in  Ihe  aeventii  oentniy,  the 
aynoda  ol  Spain,  and  afterward  of  France,  unproved  or  cor* 
rupted  the  Hieene  creed,  on  the  mysteriooa  subject  of  the 
tlibd  penon  of  liie  Trinity.*  In  the  long  eontrovenriea  irf 
the  Bast,  the  nature  and  generation  of  the  Ohrist  had  been 
aempnIoBaly  defined;  and  the  well-known  relation  of  laCher 
and  BOB  seemed  to  convey  a  &int  image  to  the  human  mind. 
The  idea  of  birth  was  less  analogous  to  the  Holy  Spirit,  who, 
instead  of  a  dirine  gift  or  attribute,  was  considered  by  the 
Oatholica  as  a  substance,  a  person,  a  god;  he  was  not  be* 
gotten,  but  in  the  orthodox  style  he  proceeded.  Did  he  pro- 
ceed fron  the  Father  alone,  perhaps  by  the  Son?  or  from  the 
?ather  and  Son?  The  first  of  these  opinions  was  asserted 
by  the  Greeks,  the  second  by  the  Latins;  and  the  addition 


'  ktipm  hnwmtfint ««  •mr^ovMM,  a^Vh  w  9»tnmt  «<>«iwrm ,  Tift  y^^  *S«»«^»  p^*^ 

>■■■'»■>•  (Phok  Bptok  p.  41,  MoatMncV  ^  OriMtal  vMrinA 
ooitUDues  to  apply  the  images  of  thubte^  fMthqmfcl,  lnl»  wlU>Mtr,  pw* 
cunmnt  ol  AniidiiWt,  etc..  etc 

•  Tbt  ■yHBikwis  subject  of  Iho  pnoeowioii  ol  llw  Holj  OlNot  to  iBiini—a 

ia  laaluHlorical.  theolugicai,  arid  controversial  stOM^  OT  SMMMflM^  b^tht  JiOTit 
FManos  (Uogmaia  TUeolog.  ii.  I.  vti.  362-440). 
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to  the  Kioene  creed  of  the  word  fiUoque  kindled  the  flame 
of  diaoord  between  the  Oriental  and  the  Gallic  churches. 
In  the  origiii  of  the  dispute,  the  Roman  pontifib  affeoted  a 
charactor  of  neutralitj  and  moderation:*  thej  condemned 
the  innovation,  but  thej  acqnieaoed  in  the  nentiment,  of 
their  Transalpine  brethren:  thej  saemed  denions  of  casting 
a  yeil  of  silence  and  chanlgr  over  the  superflnous  research; 
and,  in  the  correspondence  of  Charlemagne  and  Leo  the 
Third,  the  pope  aMnmiw  the  liberality  of  a  statesman,  and 
the  prince  descends  to  the  passions  and  prejudices  of  a 
priest.*  But  the  orthodox  of  Bome  spontaneonsly  obeyed 
the  incise  of  her  temporal  policy;  and  tiie  fiUoqm^  which 
Leo  wished  to  erase,  was  tzansoiibed  in  the  symbol  and 
chanted  in  the  litorgy  of  the  Vatican.  The  Nicane  and 
Athanasian  creeds  are  held  as  the  Oatfaolic  &ith,  without 
which  none  can  be  aaved;  and  both  Papiata  and  Protaatanta 
must  now  sustain  and  return  the  anathemas  cl  the  Greeks, 
who  denj  the  procession  of  the  Holj  Ghost  from  the  Son, 
as  weU  as  from  the  Father.  Such  artiolas  d  faith  are  not 
snaceptible  of  treaty;  ^vt  the  rules  of  diaotpline  will  vary  in 
remote  and  independent  churchea;  and  the  reason,  even  of 
diyines,  might  dlow  that  the  difference  is  inevitable  and 
harmleea.  The  craft  or  aupmtition  of  Bome  haa  impoaed 
OB  her  prieata  and  deacona  the  rigid  obligation  of  celibacy ; 
among  the  Greeks  it  is  oonfined  to  the  bishops;  the  loss  is 
oompensated  by  dignity  or  annihilated  by  age;  and  the  pa- 
roohial  clergy,  the  papas,  enjoy  the  conjugal  aociety  of  the 
wivea  whom  they  haye  married  before  their  entrance  into 
holy  orders.   A  question  concerning  the  AwyvM  was  fiercely 


*  Before  the  shrine  of  8k  Peter  he  placed  two  ahielda  of  the  weight  of  94^ 
pomidf  of  pore  lOTer;  on  which  he  intorbled  the  text  «f  both  eraede  (utroque 

rlbdo),  pro  araoro  et  cautda  orthodoxse  fidei  (AnaatAa.  in  Leon.  III.  in  Murat. 
pan  L  208).    Hia  language  moal  dearlj  proirea  thai  neither  the  filioque*  nor 
ikm  AthasMtan  ereed,  were  Teoeired  at  Bome  aboot  the  year  8S0. 

•  The  Misaj  of  Charlemagno  pressed  him  to  declare  that  all  who  rojc^cted  the 
JUiogtttt  at  leaat  the  doctrine,  muet  be  damned.  All,  repUea  the  Pope,  are  not 
aapiMe  of  reaching  the  aUioca  mjaterla;  qui  potureit.  et  non  Toinarti,  aahrna 
ease  non  potest  (OoUeok  OoodL  li.  nf-t8«)L  Thajaiairif  wmM  leave  a  kt^ 
loophole  of  aalratlonl 
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liebatod  in  Ike  c^enth  century,  and  the  essence  ot  the  Bn- 
duucist  was  soppoied,  in  the  East  and  West,  to  depend  on 
the  «ae  of  leayened  or  nnleaveaed  biead.  Shall  I  BientioB 
ia  a  •erions  history  the  iurions  reproaohea  that  were  nrged 
against  the  Latina,  who,  for  a  loog  whilo,  femniaed  on  tlie 
Mensive?  Tbey  naf^eoted  to  abstain,  according  to  the 
apoatolical  decree,  from  tkiagB  atiangiad,  aad  iron  blood: 
Ihey  fasted,  a  Jewiah  obnrvanee!  on  the  Saturday  of  eaoh 
veak:  dunqg  tbe  Ibat  weak  ol  Lent  lh<y  permitted  tlieiae 
of  milk  and  eheeBe;'  iheir  infirm  mooka  were  indulged  in 
tke  taste  of  fleah;  and  aniinal  grease  waa  anbititated  fat  the 
want  ol  vegetable  oil:  the  bolj  chriam  or  miction  in  lap- 
tiam  waa  reeenred  to  the  epiieopal  order:  Ike  biahcye,  aa 
the  bridegrooms  of  their  eharohes,  were  deeoratad  wttk 
ringa;  Ihc^  prissti  ahnied  their  faces,  and  biqrtiaed  by  a 
single  imnsEBion.  Sooih  wero  the  crimes  wbiok  proToked 
tiieaeal  of  the  patriarofaa  of  Oonstantinople;  and  which  were 
Testified  with  equal  seal  by  tiie  dootcm  ai  the  Latin  cbmrek.* 
Bigotry  and  national  aversion  are  powerful  msgmflem 
of  every  object  of  dispute;  bat  the  iauBiediate  eanae  of  Ihe 
sekism  of  tke  Greeks  may  be  traeed  in  the  emulation  ef  the 
leading  prelatea,  who  maintained  the  snpremacy  of  Ike  old 
metropolis  saperior  to  all,  and  of  the  reigning  capital  in- 
ferior to  none,  in  the  Christian  world.  About  tiie  middle 
of  the  ninth  century,  Pholias/  an  ambitious  layman,  the 
eaptain  of  the  guards  and  principal  seeretary,  was  promoted 
(A.D.  857-886)  by  merit  and  favor  to  the  move  deairabls  ofloe 
of  patriarch  of  Constantinople.  In  science,  even  ecclcBias- 
tical  science,  he  surpassed  the  clergy  of  the  age;  and  the 
purity  of  bis  morals  has  never  been  impeached:  but  his 

*  In  Fraace,  after  sooae  harsher  laws,  the  ecclesiastical  discipline  is  now 
nkmd;  ndlk,  cheese,  ani  Irattor,  are  become  a  perpetual,  and  eg(^  aa  aDiraal. 
indulgence  iu  Lent  (Vie  privee  des  Fiuim;.  ii.  27-:^8) 

The  original  monuments  of  the  schism,  of  the  chnrye?  of  the  Greelcs  against 
the  Latins,  are  deposited  in  the  Epistles  of  Phocius  (Epist.  Encyc.  ii.  47-61)  and 
of  Nficiiaol  ConiUrius  (Canisii  Antiq.  Lection.  iH.  i.  Ml-SM,  Bnnaga, 
with  the  prolix  answer  of  Carrlinal  Hambert). 

*  The  xth  volume  of  the  V  enice  edition  of  the  Omneili  oontains  all  tite  aets 
ef  tike  sjDoda,  and  history  of  Photrtis  r  Umj  «•  aMd^  wHh  a  fldaC  tiage  ol 
pn^udke  or  prudenoe  bj  Dupin  and  Jleuiy. 
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ordination  was  hasty,  his  rise  was  iir^gular;  and  Ignatius, 
his  abdicated  predecessor,  was  jet  supported  bj  the  publio 
oompassion  and  the  obstinacy  of  his  adherents.  They  ap- 
pealed to  the  tribunal  of  Nicholas  the  Fint,  one  of  the 
proudest  and  most  aqpiring  of  the  Roman  pontic,  who  em> 
braced  the  welcome  opportunity  of  judging  and  condemning 
his  rival  of  the  East.  Their  quarrel  was  embittered  by  a 
oonflict  of  jurisdiction  over  the  king  and  nation  of  the  Bui 
garians;  nor  was  their  recent  convefsion  to  Christianity  of 
much  avail  to  either  prelate,  unless  he  ooold  number  the 
proselytes  among  the  subjects  of  his  power.  '  With  the  aid 
of  his  oouri  the  Greek  patriarch  was  Tictorious;  but  in  the 
furious  contest  he  deposed  in  his  turn  the  suoeeesor  of  St 
Peter,  and  involyed  the  Latin  church  in  the  reproach  of 
heresy  and  schism.  Photius  sacrificed  tlie  peaoe  of  the 
world  to  a  short  and  precarious  reign:  he  fell  with  his 
patron,  the  Gnsar  Bardas;  and  Basil  the  Macedonian  per- 
formed an  act  of  justice  in  the  restoration  of  Ignatius,  whose 
age  and  dignity  had  not  been  sufficientlj  respected.  From 
his  monastery,  or  prison,  Photius  solicited  the  favor  of  the 
emperor  by  pathetic  complaints  and  artful  flattery;  and  the 
eyes  of  his  rival  were  scarcely  dosed  when  he  was  again 
restored  to  the  throne  of  Constantinople.  After  the  death 
of  Basil,  he  experienced  the  vicissitudes  of  courts  and  the 
ingratitude  of  a  royal  pupil:  the  patriarch  was  again  de- 
posed, and  in  his  last  solitary  hours  he  might  regret  the 
freedom  of  a  secular  and  studious  life.  In  each  revolution, 
the  breath,  the  nod,  of  the  sovereign  had  been  accepted  by 
a  submissive  clergy ;  and  a  synod  of  800  Inshops  was  always 
prepared  to  hail  tiie  triumph,  or  to  stigmatise  tiie  faU,  of  the 
holy,  or  the  execrable  Photius.*  By  a  delusive  promise  of 
succor  or  reward,  the  popes  were  tempted  to  countenance 
these  various  proceedings ;  and  tlie  synods  of  Constantinople 

•  The  ijnod  of  CJonstantJnople,  held  in  the  year  869,  is  tho  viiith  of  the 
general  councila,  the  last  asitembly  oi  the  East  which  is  recoguized  bjr  the  Bo- 
Ban  cburclL  She  r^|Mto«tlie  broods  of  Oooit&ntioople  of  the  jwn  867  and 
879,  which  wero^  bowivw,  •faal^  muBMOiH  and  Boiqr;  but  tluj  wwt  fivor* 
able  to  Photiua. 
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were  mtifled  hy  th«ur  epMes  or  l^tes.  Bui  tiw  oourt  aad 
tlie  people,  Ignatiiui  and  Photiiis,  wore  equally  adrene  to 
llieir  olaimB;  their  ministerB  were  ioralted  or  impriaoned; 
the  prooeaaion  of  the  Holy  Qhoat  was  loigotten;  Bulgaria 
waa  forever  anneand  to  the  Bjzantme  throne;  and  the 
aohiam  waa  prolonged  bj  the  rigid  oenanre  of  all  the  mol- 
tiplied  ordinationa  of  an  irrognlar  patriareh.  The  darkneea 
and  eorraption  of  the  tenth  century  anapended  the  inter- 
coarse,  without  reconciling  the  minds,  of  the  two  nationa. 
Bttt  when  the  Norman  aword  restored  the  chnrchea  of  Apulia 
to  the  jurisdiction  of  Rome,  the  departing  flock  was  warned,  • 
by  a  petulant  epistle  of  the  Greek  patriarch,  to  avoid  and 
abhor  the  errors  of  the  Latins.  The  rising  majesty  of  Bome 
could  no  longer  brook  the  insolence  of  a  rebel ;  and  Michael 
Oerularius  was  excommunicated  in  the  heart  of  Constanti* 
nople  by  the  pope's  legates.  Shaking  the  dust  from  their 
feet,  they  (a.d.  1054,  July  16)  deposited  on  the  altar  of  St. 
Sophia  a  direful  anathema,'"  which  enumerates  the  seven 
mortal  heresies  of  the  Greeks,  and  devotes  the  guilty  teach- 
ers, and  their  unhappy  sectaries,  to  the  eternal  society  of 
the  devil  and  his  angels.  According  to  the  emergencies 
of  the  church  and  state,  a  friendly  correspondence  was 
sometimes  resumed;  the  language  of  charity  and  concord 
was  sometimes  affected;  but  the  Greeks  have  never  recanted 
their  errors;  the  popes  have  never  repealed  their  sentence 
and  from  this  thunderbolt  we  may  date  the  consummation 
of  the  schism.  It  was  enlarged  by  each  ambitious  step  of 
the  Roman  pontiffs:  the  emperors  blushed  and  trembled 
at  the  ignominious  fate  of  their  royal  brethren  of  Germany; 
and  the  people  were  scandalized  by  the  temporal  power  and 
military  life  of  the  Latin  clergy." 

The  aversion  of  the  Greeks  and  Latins  was  nourished 
and  manifested  (a.d.  1100-1200)  in  the  first  three  expedi- 

8m  tills  aaatlMns  in  the  Oooneite,  zi.  146T-14S0. 

Anna  Comnena  (Alpxiad.  1.  i.  31)  represenla  ilie  abliorronce.  not  only  of 
the  church,  but  of  the  palace,  for  Qregory  VII.,  the  popes,  and  the  X<atiQ  com- 
wmkm.  The  tiyle  of  (SDiminn  and  nIeelaB  Is  still  men  wtbmmtL  TsC  hoir 
•BfaB  is  the  voles  el  Usioiy  eoBpsied  with  thai  of  poMosl 
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tions  to  the  Holy  Land.  Alexius  Comaenus  contriTed  the 
absence  at  least  of  the  formidable  pilgrima:  his  suecessore, 
Manuel  and  Isaac  Angelus,  conspired  with  the  Moslems  for 
the  ruin  of  the  greatest  princes  of  the  Franks;  and  their 
crooked  and  malignant  policy  was  seconded  by  the  active 
and  voluntary  obedience  of  every  order  of  their  subjects. 
Of  this  hostile  temjier,  a  large  portion  may  doubtless  b« 
ascribed  to  the  difference  of  language,  dress,  and  manners^ 
which  severs  and  alienates  the  nations  of  the  globe.  Tb« 
pride,  as  well  as  the  prudence,  of  the  sovereign  was  deeply 
wounded  by  the  intrusion  of  foreign  armies,  tbai  claimed  % 
right  of  traveiBing  his  dominions  sad  passing  under  th* 
walls  of  his  capital:  kia  sabjects  were  insulted  and  plun- 
dered  by  the  rude  strangers  of  itie  West;  and  Ibo  hatrod 
of  the  pusillanimous  Greeks  was  sharpened  by  secret  enyj 
of  the  bold  and  pious  enterprises  ol  the  Franks.  But  these 
profane  causes  of  national  enmitj  were  fortified  and  inflamed 
bj  tbe  venom  of  religious  seal.  Instead  of  a  kind  embrace, 
a  hospitablie  reoeption,  from  tbeir  Christiaii  brethren  of  tks 
East,  every  tongue  iraa  taught  to  xepeat  the  names  of  sehis- 
matio  and  heretic,  more  odious  to  an  orthodox  ear  than  thoM 
ol  pagan  and  infidel:  instead  of  being  loved  for  tha  general 
conformity  of  faith  and  worship,  they  wm  abhonrod  for 
some  raks  of  discipline,  some  queatioas  of  theology^  im 
which  themaelves  or  their  teachm  might  differ  from  tha 
Oriental  chnreh.  la  the  emsade  of  Louia  the  Seyenih,  tha 
Greek  clergy  waahed  and  purified  tha  altam  which  had  beea 
defiled  by  the  aacrifice  cf  a  French  priest  The  eompanicma 
of  Frederic  Barbarossa  deplore  the  injuries  whioh  they  em« 
duEcd,  both  in  word  aad  deed»  from  tha  pacaliar  ranoor  of 
the  bishops  and  monks.  Their  prayeni  aad  sermons  excited 
the  people  against  the  impious  Barbariana;  and  the  patriarch 
is  aooused  of  declaring  that  the  faithfal  might  obtain  tha 
redemption  of  all  their  sins  by  the  extirpation  of  the  sehia^ 
matics.'*   An  enthusiast,  named  Dorotheus,  alarmed  tha 

"  nSs  anooymou'^  lii^torian  (de  r'\p*uir  ABiat.  Fn^d.  I.  Caursii  LecUoik 
Antiq.  iii.  pans  ii.  611,  ed.  Bttftoage)  m«uuoua  tiie  tieriuoiM  oX  Uie  GfMk  JftiiK^ 
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ten,  and  restored  the  confidenoe,  of  the  empevor,  by  a 
prophetic  aoBurance  that  the  Qerman  heretio,  after  asaanlt- 
ing  the  gale  of  Blaohernes,  would  be  made  a  eigiial  exam- 
ple ol  the  diTine  Tengeaace.  The  paasage  of  theae  mightj 
wmimynn  lare and  perilous  events;  but  the  onisades  intro- 
daeed  a  frequeot  and  familiar  interoonrse  between  the  two 
nations,  which  enlarged  their  knowledge  withont  abating 
their  piejndiees.  The  wealth  and  Inzory  of  Constantinople 
demanded  the  prodnctions  of  emy  climate:  these  imports 
weve  balanced  by  the  art  and  labor  of  h«r  nnmerons  inhabi- 
tants; ber  situation  invites  tiie  oommeroe  of  the  world;  and, 
in  every  period  of  her  existence,  thai  commeioe  has  been  in 
the  hands  of  foreigners.  After  the  decline  of  Amalfi,  the 
Tenetians,  Piaami,  and  Genoese  introdoced  their  factories 
and  settlements  into  the  capital  of  the  empire:  their  sendees 
were  rewarded  with  honon  and  immunities;  they  acquired 
the  possession  of  lands  and  houses ;  their  families  were  mul- 
tiplied by  marriages  with  the  natives;  and,  after  tiie  tolera- 
tion of  a  Mahometan  mosque,  it  was  impossible  to  interdict 
the  churches  of  the  Roman  rite."  The  two  wives  of  Manuel 
Oomnenns  (Ducange,  Pam.  Byzant.  p.  186)  were  of  the  race 
of  the  FranlcB;  the  first,  a  sister-in-law  of  the  emperor  Con- 
rad; the  second,  a  daughter  of  the  prince  of  Antioch:  he 
obtained  for  his  son  Alexius  a  daughter  of  Philip  Augustus, 
king  of  France;  and  he  bestowed  his  own  daughter  on  a 
marquis  of  Montferrat,  who  was  educated  and  dignified  in 
the  palace  of  Constantinople.  The  Greek  encountered  the 
arms,  and  aspired  to  the  empire,  of  the  West;  he  esteemed 


arch,  quomodo  Oraecia  injunxeret  in  remiasionem  peccatorum  peregrinos  occider 
et  delere  de  terra.  Tagino  observes  (Script.  Freher.  i.  409,  ed.  Struv.),  OriKci 
hieretioos  noe  appellaot ;  derici  et  monachi  dictis  et  lactis  presequuntur.  Wo 
may  add  the  declarfttioo  of  the  emperar  Baldwin  Of  leen  jetni  afterward :  Haee  eat 
(jfrna)  quae  Latinoe  omnes  non  hoininum  nomine,  sed  canum  dignabatur;  quorum 
•aoguinem  effundere  pene  inter  merita  reputabant  (Oeata  Innocent  III.  c.  92, 
Mllimt*  Script.  Rer.  Ital.  iti.  para  i.  536).  There  may  be  Mma  eiaggiimtiOD,  but 
it  was  as  effectual  for  the  action  and  reaction  of  hatred. 

"  Anna  Comnena  (Alexiad,  1.  vi.  161),  and  a  remarkable  passage  of  Nicetas 
Om  MMuel.  1.    e.  9h  who  ofaaenrM  of  tlw  ▼■aoHini,  mmm  — » *m 
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the  valor,  and  trusted  the  fidelity  of  the  Franks;'*  their  mil- 
itary talents  were  unfitly  recorn])ensed  by  the  lucrative  offices 
o£  judges  and  treasurers;  the  policy  of  Manuel  had  Bolicited 
the  aliianoe  of  the  popo ;  and  the  popular  voioe  accused  him 
of  a  partial  bias  to  the  nation  and  religion  of  the  Latins.'* 
Baring  Ida  reign,  and  that  of  his  saooaaeor  Alezinai  tiMj 
were  axpoeed  at  Oonataatinople  to  the  reproaoh  of  foie%Mn, 
heretics,  and  favorites;  and  Ibis  triple  guilt  mm  wrerely  aac- 
piated  in  the  tumult  which  annooaeed  the  retarn  and  aleia- 
tion  of  Andronicus."  The  people  rose  (a.d.  1183)  in  araw; 
iron  the  Aaiatic  sliore  the  tyraat  despatched  his  troopa  mmI 
gaUajf  to  asstat  tha  aalional  revenge;  and  the  hopeian  I9< 
aiftaaoe  of  the  strangers  serred  onlj  to  justify  the  lagi^  and 
aharpen  the  daggers,  of  the  assassins.  Neither  age,  nor  sex, 
nor  the  ties  of  friendship  or  kindred,  ooold  laTe  the  victima 
of  national  hatred,  and  avarioe,  and  religious  aeal:  (he  Lai- 
iaa  were  aknghtsred  in  their  honeea  and  in  the  atveeli;  thtir 
qaivfeer  mm  ladnoed  to  aahca;  (ha  eleigj  mn  boraed  in 
their  chinches,  aad  the  aick  in  their  lioapitala;  and  aona 
eatimate  may  he  foimed  of  the  alaiii  ima  the  dameney 
which  sold  above  4,000  Christiana  in  perpetual  daveqr  to 
the  Turks.  The  priests  and  monks  weie  the  londest  aad 
most  actiTe  in  the  deatmetioii  of  tha  aehismatics;  aad  they 
chanted  a  thanksgiving  to  the  Lord,  whan  the  head  of  a 
Boman  cardinal,  the  pope's  legate,  was  severed  from  hia 
body,  fastened  to  the  tail  of  a  dog,  and  dragged,  with  aav* 
age  moolcary,  through  the  city.   The  more  diligent  of  tha 

'*  Nirotas  in  Munuol.  1.  vii.  c.  2.  RpjjnantP  enim  (Manuele)  ....  apud 
euiu  LaiUrtiii  LaUuLUi  popiUiui  repererat  gnuuuu  ut  utiglecUa  (irtecuiis  Buis  Uut- 
quun  ▼irit  ooHflnM  «t  effoeminatis  ....  boUs  LbUdIi  gnndia  commttterefc 
negotia  ....  ertrn  eoa  profusA  liberalttate  abundabat  ....  cxomniorbead 
euia  Unquam  ad  beuelactoram  nobiles  et  ignobilee  oooourrebaiit.  WiU.  I^r. 
ndi.  e.  19. 

Ti  e  Huspiciona  of  the  Greeks  would  hare  been  confirmed  If  thev  had  MO 
Um  poiiucal  epiatiea  of  Manuei  to  Pope  Alexander  ilL,  the  eoeiny  oi  bis  eaMf, 
nwlirle  I.,  is  whieh  Ito  emperor  Mm  bit  wtali  el  anMna  tto  Qneks  aii 
Latins  eee— BeekiiDierfloe  ibtpheri,  etc.  (Ikmy,  Hilt  leeiiiL  ar.  Wl,  Ut, 

243). 

u  eieek  end  Lrtiii  iMfiegpee  la  NicBtie  (h  Aimkt  ChuiB,  a  llftead  WD- 
liara  of  Tyre  (1.  xxii.  c.  10.  LI,  1%         lb»  tot  nH  end  eOMlM^  dw  flMOaA 

loud,  copious,  and  iragicaL 
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•Inqgm  had  ninated,  on  the  flni  alarm^  to  Hmr  yessels, 
and  escaped  through  the  Hellesponl  from  the  scene  of  blood. 
In  their  fli^t»  they  burned  and  imvaged  two  hundred  miles 
of  the  sea-ooaat;  infliotad  a  severe  revenge  cm.  the  goilileia 
snbjecta  ol  the  empire;  marked  the  priests  and  monks  as 
tMr  peealtar  enemies;  and  oompenaated,  bj  the  eoonmnla- 
tion  ef  plunder^  the  loss  of  their  proper^  and  friends.  On 
tlinr  fetun,  thej  exposed  to  Italj  and  Borope  the  wealth 
and  weakness,  tho  pwfidj  and  malioe,  of  the  Greeks,  whose 
Tioes  wwe  painted  as  the  genuine  eharaeteis  of  heresy  and 
s^ism.  The  scniples  of  the  first  emsaders  had  negleeted 
the  fairest  opportonities  of  seonring,  by  the  possession  of 
Oosslantinople,  the  way  to  the  Holy  Land:  a  domestio 
vevohition  invited,  and  almost  oompelled,  the  French  and 
Yenetians  to  aohiere  the  eonqnest  of  the  Boman  empire 
of  the  Bast 

In  the  series  of  the  ByMntine  prinoes,  I  hare  exhibited 
the  hypocrisy  and  ambition,  the  tyranny  and  fall,  of  An- 
droniens,  the  last  male  of  the  Gomnenian  family  who  rngned 
at  Constantinople.  The  rerolution,  which  cast  him  head- 
long from  the  throne,  saved  and  exalted  Isaao  Angelus" 
(a.d.  1185-1195|  Sept  12),  who  descended  by  the  females 
from  the  same  Imperial  dynasty.  The  snoceasor  of  a  second 
Nero  might  have  found  it  an  easy  task  to  deserve  the  esteem 
and  affection  of  his  subjects:  they  sometimes  had  reason  to 
regret  the  administration  of  Andronicus.  The  sound  and 
vigorous  mind  of  the  t3?Tant  was  capable  of  discerning  the 
connection  between  his  own  and  the  public  interest;  and 
while  he  was  feared  by  all  who  could  inspire  him  with  fear, 
the  unsuspected  people,  and  the  remote  provinces,  might 
bless  the  inexorable  justice  of  their  master.    But  his  sue* 

"  The  history  of  the  reign  of  Isaac  Angelua  is  compotied,  in  three  bocks,  bj 
the  senator  Nieetas  (pp.  228-200);  and  his  offices  of  logothete,  or  principnl 
secretary,  and  judge  of  the  veil  ur  pnlat'o,  could  not  bribe  the  impartiality  of  the 
historian.    He  wrote,  it  is  true,  after  the  fall  aod  death  of  his  benefactor. 

Bohadin,  Vit.  Saladin.  pp.  129-131.  226,  ver!*.  Schuhens.  The  ambas- 
sador of  Isaac  was  equally  versed  in  the  Groek,  French,  and  Arabic  languages; 
•  rare  iosUuice  in  thoee  times.  His  embassies  were  receivad  wilh  hCMT*  dit* 
■iMtd  vitlMat  iftoW  and  Nportad  wiOk  Mftodal  in  Um  WmI. 
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cesBor  was  vain  and  jealous  of  the  supreme  power,  whicb 
he  wanted  courage  and  abilities  to  exercise;  his  vices  were 
pernicious,  his  virtues  (if  he  possessed  any  virtues)  were 
useless  to  mankind;  and  the  Greeks,  who  imputed  their 
calamities  to  liis  negligence,  denied  him  the  merit  of  any 
transient  or  accidental  beneiits  of  the  times.  Isaac  slept 
on  thfi  throne,  and  was  awakened  only  by  the  sound  of 
pleasore:  his  vacant  hours  were  amused  bj  eomediaiig  and 
boAoons,  and  even  to  these  buffoons  tb«  auipaw  wbs  an 
ob|eot  of  QoateiDpt;  hoB  ieasts  mmL  bail4tiiigt  exeoMlad  tiie 
flzampkB  d  10711  htxnry;  the  umber  of  Kia  emmelis  and 
domesticB  amoantMl  to  dOi,000;  and  a  daily  sara  oi  4,000 
poanda  of  Bihrar  would  swell  to  four  millions  sterling  Ibo. 
aimiial  expense  9t  his  Juxunbold  and  table.  Hia  po^FVElgr 
was  relieved  by  oppresa<m ;  and  the  public  discontant  was 
inflamed  by  equal  abuses  in  the  collection,  and  the  applies- 
liiiii,  of  the  revenoe.  While  the  Oreeks  numbered  Ibe  days 
of  their  aervitnde,  «  flstteanig  ]n»phet,  whom  be  niwiiiiKl 
witii  digaily  of  pBtnaroh,  tOBiuad  him  of  a  long  and 
tmiona  faiga  of  th^ty-tnpo  jenoi;  during  iriiioli  ha  ^louid 
extend  amy  to  Mount  LtbaDaa,  and  his  aonqaaBta  Iw- 
yond  the  Enphmlea.  Bat  Ua  only  step  toward  iha  aooom- 
pliahment  of  tiia  piadicfion  iras  a  aplendid  and  aeandahfoa 
embaasy  to  Saladia,'*  to  demand  the  raalitation  of  the  hofy 
aepolekrey  and  to  propose  an  offenaif«  and  dafenflm  league 
with  the  enemy  of  the  Ohrisfian  name.  In  theie  unworthy 
handa,  of  laaao  and  hia  hacothfir,  the  jamalna  tA  the  Oiwak 
empire  •emmbled  into  dnat  The  iriand  of  Cyprus,  whoae 
aame  excites  the  ideas  of  elegance  and  pkaaare,  was  naarped 
by  his  namesake,  a  Goonnenian  prinoe:  and  by  a  strange 
ooacatenaitien  of  events,  fhe  awoni  of  oar  £nglish  Biehud 
bestowed  that  kingdom  on  "the  honse  of  I/nsignan,  a  ndi 
compensation  for  the  loss  of  Jerusalem. 

The  honor  of  Ihe  monarchy,  and  lim  safety  of  tiie  capital, 


>  teeange,  ImA  Tirtwit  ^  tlS.  TIh  «f%inal  mnmpmimm  «C  4ki 
BalffBriu  IdDR  aai  iIm  BonAfMltK  !■  iBMiiM  In  ihiOmi  iHDon*.  VL 

c  6«-6a,  p.  613. 
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mre  deeply  wooaded  by  the  Teyolt  (a.p.  1180)  of  flie  Bvl- 
garittM  aad  Wallftchians.  Since  tbe  vielory  of  tlie  second 
Basil,  they  bad  supported,  aboye  170  yean,  the  loose  domin- 
ion of  the  Byzantine  princes;  but  no  effectual  measures  had  * 
been  adopted  to  impose  tbe  yoke  of  laws  and  manners  on 
these  savage  tribes.  By  the  command  of  Isaac,  their  sole 
means  of  subsistence,  their  flocks  and  herds,  were  driven 
away  to  contribute  toward  the  pomp  of  the  royal  nuptials; 
and  their  fierce  warriors  were  exasperated  by  the  denial  of 
equal  rank  and  pay  in  the  military  service.  Peter  and  Asan, 
two  powerful  chiefs,  of  the  race  of  the  ancient  kings,"  as- 
serted their  own  rights  and  tbe  national  freedom:  their  de- 
moniac impostors  proclaimed  to  the  crowd  that  their  glorious 
patron  St.  Demetrius  had  forever  deserted  the  cause  of  the 
Greeks;  and  the  conflagration  spread  from  the  banks  of  the 
Danube  to  the  hills  of  Macedonia  and  Thrace,  After  some 
faint  efforts,  Isaac  Angelus  and  his  brother  acquiesced  in 
their  independence:  and  the  Imperial  troops  were  soon  dis- 
couraged by  the  bones  (^f  their  fellow-soldiers,  that  were 
scattered  along  the  passes  of  Mount  Ilfemus.  By  the  arms 
and  policy  of  Jolin  or  Joannices,  the  second  kingdom  of 
Bulgaria  was  firmly  established.  Tlie  subtle  Barbarian  sent 
an  embassy  to  Innocent  the  Third,  to  acknowledge  himself  a 
genuine  son  of  Rome  in  descent  and  religion;"  and  humbly 
received  from  the  pope  the  license  of  coining  money,  the 
xoyal  title,  and  a  Latin  archbishop  or  patriarch.  The  Vati- 
can exulted  in  the  spiritaal  conquest  of  Bulgaria,  the  first 
object  of  the  schism;  and  if  the  Greeks  conld  have  pre- 
served the  prerogatives  of  the  churoh  they  would  gladly 
have  resigned  the  rights  of  the  monarchy. 

The  Bulgarians  were  malicious  enough  to  pray  for  the 
long  life  of  Isaac  Angelus,  the  surest  pledge  of  their  free- 

Tho  |K»pe  acknowledges  his  pedlgrree,  a  nobili  urbis  Romse  prosapiA  geni- 
tOTM  Uli  originem  traxerunt.  This  tradition,  and  the  atrong  reaenablaoce  of  the 
I*tta  nd  WtnMhten  (diont.  fi  expiMiMd  br  M.  d*Anv1lto  (Btate  de  I'Barope^ 

pp.  258-2fi2).  Tlio  Trali;in  colnnirs  of  the  DaciH  of  Trajan  were  swept  away  by 
Ike  tide  <rf  aougrfttioD  from  the  Danube  to  the  Volge,  and  brought  back  bj  ao« 
ettwr  vwre tai tbs  Tolga  to tiM  Dsnab*.  fbiiible,  but  Btrangel 

•    Vol..  VL— M 
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dom  and  prosperity.  Yet  their  chiefs  could  involve  in  the 
same  indiacriniinate  contempt  tlie  family  and  nation  of  the 
emperor.  "In  ull  the  Greeks,"  said  Asan  to  his  troops, 
"the  same  climate,  and  character,  and  education,  will  be 
productive  of  the  same  fruits.  Behtild  my  lance,"  con- 
tinued the  warrior,  "and  the  long  streamers  that  float  in 
the  wind.  They  differ  only  in  color;  they  are  formed  of 
the  same  silk  and  fashioned  by  the  same  workman;  nor 
has  the  stripe  that  is  stained  in  purple  any  superior  price 
or  value  above  its  fellows.""  Several  of  these  candidates 
for  the  purple  successively  rose  and  fell  under  the  empire 
of  Isaac:  a  general  who  had  repelled  the  fleets  of  Sicily  wtis 
driven  to  revolt  and  ruin  by  the  ingratitude  of  the  prince; 
and  his  luxurious  repose  was  disturbed  by  secret  conspira- 
cies and  popular  inanrrections.  The  emperor  was  saved  by 
aooident,  or  the  merit  of  his  servants:  he  was  at  length 
oppreeaed  by  an  ambitious  brother,  who,  lor  the  hope  of  a 
ptecarious  diadem,  forgot  the  obligations  of  nature,  of  loy- 
alty, and  of  friendship."  While  Isaac  in  the  Thracian  val- 
leys pursued  the  idle  and  solitary  pleasures  of  the  chase,  his 
brother,  Alexius  Angeliis,  was  (A.D.  1208,  April  8)  invested 
with  the  purple,  by  the  unanimous  suffrage  of  the  camp :  the 
capital  and  the  deiigy  subscribed  to  their  choice;  and  the 
vanity  of  the  new  sovereign  rejected  the  name  of  his  fathers 
for  the  lofty  and  royal  appellation  of  the  Comnenian  race. 
On*  the  despicable  character  of  Isaac  I  have  exhaoated  the 
language  of  contempt;  and  can  only  add  that,  in  a  reign  of 
eight  years,  ihe  baser  Alexius**  was  supported  by  the  mas- 
culine vicee  of  his  wife  Euphxosyne.   The  first  intelligence 


Thto  parable  is  in  the  beet  savage  style ;  but  I  wish  the  Wallsch  had  not 
fnteoduced  the  elSMic  name  of  Mysians,  the  experiment  of  the  magoel  or  load- 
stone, and  the  painga  of  an  old  comic  poet  (Nioetaa,  in  Alex.  Comneno,  L  i. 
M9). 

"  The  Latins  afi^ravate  the  ingratiiude  of  Alexius  by  Hiipponiug  that  he  had 
beon  rplea^od  by  his  brother  Taaac  from  Turkish  captivity.  This  [)!itjietic  tal(>  had 
doubti(>mM  been  repented  at  Venice  aud  Zara;  but  I  du  nut  roHdiiy  discover  ita 
grounds  in  the  Greek  historians. 

**  Reign  of  Akziua  Angetua*  or  Qtiaamm,  ia  (he  three  books  of  Naoatai^ 
pp.  891-362. 
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of  his  fall  was  oonyeyed  to  the  late  emperor  bj  tlie  hoetile 
aspect  and  pursuit  of  the  guards,  no  longer  his  own :  he  fied 
before  them  above  fifty  miles  as  far  as  Stagyra  in  Maeedo- 
ma;  but  the  fugitive,  withoai  an  object  or  a  follower,  was 
arrested,  brought  back  to  Constantinople,  deprived  of  his 
eyes,  and  confined  in  a  lonesome  tower,  on  a  scanty  allow* 
ance  of  bread  and  water.  At  the  moment  of  the  revolution, 
his  son  Alexius,  whom  he  eduoated  in  the  hope  of  empire, 
was  twelve  years  of  age.  He  was  spared  by  the  usurper, 
and  reduced  to  attend  his  triumph  hoik  in  peace  and  war; 
but  as  the  army  was  encamped  on  the  sea-shore,  an  Italian 
vessel  faeilitated  the  escape  of  the  royal  youth;  and,  in  the 
disguise  of  a  common  sailor,  he  eluded  the  search  of  his 
enemiee,  passed  the  Hellespont,  and  found  a  secure  refuge 
in  the  isle  of  Sicily.  After  saluting  the  threshold  of  the 
Apostles,  and  imploring  the  protection  of  Pope  Innocent 
the  Third,  Alexius  aocepted  the  kind  invitation  of  his  sis* 
ter  Irene,  the  wife  of  Philip  of  Swalna,  king  of  the  Romans. 
But  in  his  passage  through  Italy  he  heard  that  the  flower  of 
Western  chivalry  was  assembled  at  Venice  lor  the  deliver* 
anoe  of  the  Holy  Land;  and  a  ray  of  hope  waa  kindled  in 
*  his  bosom,  that  their  invincible  swords  might  be  employed 
in  his  father's  restoration. 

About  ten  or  twelve  years  after  the  loss  of  Jerusalem, 
the  nobles  of  France  were  (a.d.  1198)  again  summoned  to  the 
holy  war  by  the  voice  of  a  third  prophet,  less  extravagunt, 
perhaps,  than  Peter  the  Hermit,  but  far  below  St.  Bernard 
in  the  merit  of  an  orator  and  a  statesman.  An  illiterate 
priest  of  the  neighborhood  of  Paris,  Fulk  of  Neuillj,"*  for- 
sook his  parochial  duty  to  assume  the  more  flattering  char- 
acter  of  a  popular  and  itinerant  missionary.  The  fame  of 
his  sanctity  and  miracles  was  pprea<l  over  the  land;  he  de- 
claimed, with  severity  iiud  vclieiiieiice,  against  the  vices 
of  the  age;  and  his  sermons,  wliich  he  preached  in  the 
streets  ol  Paris,  converted  tiie  robbers,  the  usurers,  the  pros- 

**  PlenT7,  Hfst.  Ecclee.  xvi.  26,  etc.,  and  Villehardoiiin.  No.  1,  with  the 
oteenratioiM  oi  Dvusnngfi,  which  1  alwaya  mema  to  quale  wUh  th«  oriBiflMi  taw 
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titutes,  and  eyen  the  doctors  and  scholars  of  the  university. 
No  sooner  did  Innocent  the  Third  ascend  the  chair  of  St. 
Peter  than  he  proclaimed,  in  Italy,  Germany,  and  France, 
the  obligation  of  a  new  crusade."  The  eloquent  pontiff  de- 
scribed the  ruin  of  Jerusalem,  the  triumph  of  the  Pagans, 
and  the  shame  of  Christendom:  his  liberality  proposed  the 
redemption  of  sins,  a  plenary  indulgence  to  all  who  should 
serve  in  Palestine,  either  a  year  in  person,  or  two  years  by 
a  substitute;"  and  among  his  legates  and  orators  who  blew 
the  sacred  trumpet,  Fulk  of  Neuilly  was  the  loudest  and 
most  successful.  The  situation  of  the  principal  monarchs 
was  averse  to  the  pious  summons.  The  emperor  Frederic 
the  Second  was  a  child ;  and  his  kingdom  of  Germany  was 
disputed  by  the  rival  houses  of  Brunswick  and  Swabia,  the 
memorable  factions  of  the  Guelphs  and  Ghibellines.  Philip 
AuguBtus  of  France  had  performed,  and  could  not  be  per- 
suaded to  renew,  the  periloiia  tow;  but  as  he  was  not  less 
ambitious  of  praise  than  of  power,  he  clieerfuUy  instituted  a 
perpetual  fund  for  the  defence  of  the  Hoi/  Land.  Richaid 
of  England  was  satiated  with  the  glory  and  misfortunes  of 
his  first  adventure,  and  he  praramed  to  deride  the  exhorta* 
tions  of  Fulk  of  Neuilly,  who  was  not  abashed  in  the  pres- 
ence of  kings.  ''You  advise  me/'  said  Plantagenet,  **to  dis- 
miss my  three  daughtera,  pride,  avarioe,  and  inoontinence: 
I  bequeath  them  to  the  most  deserving;  my  pride  to  the 
knights-templars,  mj  avsrioe  to  the  monks  of  Oisteaux,  and 
my  incontinence  to  the  prelates."  But  the  preaoher  was 
heard  and  obeyed  by  the  great  yassals,  the  prinoes  o£  the 
second  order;  and  Theobald,  or  Thibaut,  count  of  Cham- 
pagne, was  the  foremost  in  the  holy  raoe.  The  valiant 
youth,  at  the  age  of  twenty-two  years,  was  encouraged  by 

**  The  coutemporarjr  Life  of  Pope  Innoceul  III.,  published  bj  Baluie  and 
Muratori  (Script  Rer.  Ital.  iii.  pan  i  48S-B68),  ii  non  valuable  for  the  im* 
portani  and  or^nal  docnments  which  are  inaerled  In  tba  text  Tbs  boll  ol  ttii 
crosade  maj  be  read,  c.  84,  86. 

"  Por-ce  que  cil  pardon  fut  isai  gran,  si  s'en  eemeurent  mult  li  cuers  de# 
gens,  et  mult  s'en  croirierent«  porce  que  li  pardons  ere  si  gran.  Villeliardouin. 
No.  I.  Our  philosophers  maj  refine  on  the  qauaoa  of  the  timatTtoa,  bat  mm 
were  the  genuine  feehnga  of  a  French  knight. 
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the  domestio  examples  of  his  father,  who  inarched  in  the 
second  cmsade,  and  of  his  elder  brother,  who  had  ended  his 
days  in  Palestine  with  the  title  of  king  of  Jernsalem:  two 
thouaand  two  hnndred  knights  owed  seirioe  and  homage  to 
his  peerage:**  the  nobles  of  Champagne  excelled  in  all  the 
exercises  of  war;'*  and,  by  his  marriage  with  the  heiress  of 
Navarre,  Thibaut  could  draw  a  band  of  hardy  Gascons  from 
either  side  of  the  Pyrenean  Mountains.  His  companion  in 
arms  was  Louis,  count  of  Blois  and  Chartres;  like  himself 
of  regal  lineage,  for  both  tlie  princes  were  neplu^ws,  at  the 
same  time,  of  the  kings  of  France  and  England.  In  a  crowd 
of  prelates  and  barons,  who  imitated  their  seal,  I  distingoish 
the  birth  and  merit  of  Matthew  of  Montmorency;  the  famous 
Simon  of  Montfort,  the  scourge  of  the  Albigeois;  and  a  val« 
iant  noble,  JefiPrey  of  Yillehardoain,**  marshal  of  Oham« 
pagne,**  who  has  condescended,  in  the  rade  idiom  of  his 
age  and  eonnti^,*'  to  write  or  dictate**  an  original  namtiTe 
of  the  councils  and  actions  in  which  he  bore  a  memorable 
part  At  the  same  time,  Baldwin,  count  of  Fland«ni»  who 
had  married  the  sister  of  Thibaut,  a^med  the  cross  at 
Bruges,  wilb  his  brother  Henry  and  the  principal  knights 

This  number  of  ftefs  (of  which  1.800  owed  liege  homapG)  was  enrolled  in 
the  church  of  St.  Stephen  at  Troyea,  mid  aiiosled,  a.d.  1213,  by  the  maraliai 
•ad  butler  of  GhttDINSM  (Ducanpe.  Obsorv.  p.  254). 

Campania  ....  railitiie  privilegio  .«iugulariiia  excellit  ....  in  tyrociniia 
.  .  .  .  prolusione  Hrmoruin,  otc. ,  Ducungo,  p.  219,  from  the  old  Chrouiclo  of 
J^ntMUem,  A.D.  1177-1199. 

*•  The  name  of  VilU;  hardo\iin  waa  taken  from  a  village  and  castle  in  the 
diocese  of  Troyca,  near  the  river  Aube,  btiiweeu  Bar  and  Arccia.  The  family 
WM  aaoieDt  and  noUe:  the  elder  branch  of  our  historian  existed  ftfltr  the  year 
1400;  the  younger,  which  acquired  the  prinoiiMdilj  of  A4>bM^  merfed  in  th» 
house  of  Sav2v  (Ducange,  pp.  235-245). 

*  Tlifi  tm»  WBft  ItoUl  bjr  hli  teiMr  sod  bfa  deMenduts,  Irat  Duetnge 

not  hunted  It  with  his  usual  satcarity.  I  find  tliat,  in  the  year  1.156,  it  was  in 
the  family  of  Oonfiana;  but  thette  provincial  have  been  long  since  eclipHcd  by 
the  national  marshals  of  Trance. 

This  lanpiiRp»>,  of  whirh  I  nhall  prndiiop  «inmc  specimens,  is  pxplainod  by 
Vtgenere  and  Ducange  in  a  ver.sion  and  glossary.  The  president  des  Brossea 
(IfeelmrAmra  des  Lan^n^M,  n.  p.  AB)  (rives  Tt  an  the  example  of  a  Inn^niage  wbicli 
has  rca-<Mi  to  be  French,  and  i-<  undfrsto  irl  only  dy  pranimsirirms. 

HiH  age,  and  his  own  expren^ion,  moi  oui  ceste  ceuvre  dicta  (Nos.  62, 
sdc),  may  ju»lffy  the  swsplotep  (more  probable  than  Mr.  Wood's  on  Homer)  thafc 
he  cmild  neither  rend  t  or  write     Yet  rhrunjiacrnp  may  \>nnM  of  ihc  first  tWO 

hiatoriaba,  the  aoUe  authors  of  French  proae,  ViUehardooin  and  JomviUa. 
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and  citizens  of  that  rich  and  industrious  province."  The 
vow  which  the  chiefs  iiad  pronounced  in  churches  they  rati- 
fied in  tournaments:  the  operations  of  the  war  were  debated 
in  full  and  frequent  assemblies;  and  it  was  resolved  to  seek 
the  deliverance  of  Palestine  in  Egypt,  a  country,  since 
Saladin's  death,  which  was  almost  ruined  by  famine  and 
civil  war.  But  the  fate  of  so  many  royal  arinu's  displayed 
the  toils  ami  ])erils  of  a  land  expedition;  and,  if  the  Flem- 
ings dwelt  along  the  ocean,  the  French  barons  were  desti- 
tute of  ships  and  ignorant  of  navigation.  They  embraced 
the  wise  resolution  of  choosing  six  deputies  or  representa- 
tives, of  whom  Villehardouin  was  one,  with  a  discretionary 
trust  to  direct  the  motipns,  and  to  pledge  the  faith,  of  the 
whole  confederacy.  The  maritime  states  of  Italy  were  alone 
pooaogBcd  oi  the  means  of  transporting  the  holy  warriors  with 
their  amis  and  horses;  and  the  six  deputies  proceeded  to 
Yenice  to  solicit,  on  motives  of  piety  or  interest,  the  aid 
of  that  powerful  republic. 

In  the  invasion  of  Italy  by  Attila,  I  have  mentioned  the 
flight  (A.D.  697)  of  the  Venetians  from  the  fallen  cities  of 
the  continent,  and  their  obscure  shelter  in  the  chain  of 
islands  that  line  the  extremity  of  the  Hadriatic  Gulf.  In 
the  midst  of  the  waters,  free,  indigent,  laborious,  and  inac- 
cessible,  they  gradually  coalesced  into  a  republic:  the  first 
foundations  of  Venice  were  laid  in  the  island  of  Rialto;  and 
the  annual  election  of  the  twelve  tribunes  was  superseded 
by  the  permanent  office  of  a  duke  or  doge.  On  the  veige 
of  the  two  empires  the  Venetians  exult  in  the  belief  of  prim- 
ittve  and  perpetual  independence.**  Against  the  Latins, 
their  antique  freedom  has  been  asserted  by  the  sword,  and 
may  be  justified  by  the  pen.   Charlemagne  himself  resigned 

"  The  cnisade  and  rcifin^s  of  the  counts  of  Fl&ndere,  Baldwin  and  his  brother 
Henrj,  are  the  subject  of  a  particular  history  by  the  Jesuit  Doutremens  (Con- 
BtantiaofMlIt  Belgicft;  funmA,  1638,  ito)^  wbieh  I  hK99  onlj  smo  with  the  9ym 

oi  Ducanp^e. 

**  Tho  fouuduiion  and  aidependence  of  Venice,  and  Pepin's  iUTt^n,  are 
dlieniiart  bj  Pagi  (Oriticft,  Hi.  A.d.  810,  No.  4.  etc.)  and  Beretu  (DisMrt. 
Chorog.  Italise  Medii  ^'vi,  in  \ftirat  Script,  x.  163)  Tho  two  critics  have 
ft  slight  bias,  the  Freuchaiaa  advorse,  Uie  Italiui  favorable,  to  the  republic. 
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all  olaixns  ol  iOTmigiitj  to  the  islands  of  the  Hadriatio  Gulf; 
his  son  Pepin  was  repulsed  in  the  attacks  of  the  lagunoB  or 
oanalB,  too  deep  for  the  oavalrj,  and  too  shallow  for  the  ves- 
sels; and  in  every  age,  under  the  German  Caesars,  the  lands 
of  the  republic  have  been  clearly  distinguished  from  the 
kingdom  of  Italy.  But  the  inhabitants  of  Venice  were  con- 
ndered  by  themselves,  by  strangers,  and  by  their  sovereigns, 
as  an  inalienable  portion  of  the  Greek  empire;**  in  the  ninth 
and  tenth  centuries,  the  proofs  of  their  subjection  are  numer- 
0ua  and  unquestionable;  and  the  vain  titles,  the  servile  hon- 
on,  of  the  Byaantine  court,  so  ambitiously  solicited  hj  their 
dukes,  would  have  degraded  the  magistiates  of  a  free  people. 
But  the  bands  of  this  dependence^  which  was  never  abso- 
lute or  rigid,  were  imperceptibly  relaxed  by  the  ambition 
cl  Venice  and  the  weakness  of  Constantinople.  Obedience 
was  seined  into  respect,  privilege  ripened  into  jmroga- 
tive,  and  the  freedom  d  domestic  government  was  fortified 
by  the  independence  of  foreign  dominion.  The  maritime 
cities  of  Istria  and  Dalmatia  bowed  to  the  sovereigns  of  the 
Hadriatic;  and  when  they  armed  against  the  Normans  in 
.  the  cause  of  Alexius,  the  emperor  applied,  not  to  the  duty 
oi^  his  subjects,  but  to  the  gratitude  and  generosity  of  his 
faithful  allies.  The  sea  was  their  patrimony:"  the  western 
parts  of  the  Mediterranean,  from  Tuscany  to  Gibraltar,  were 
indeed  abandoned  to  their  rivals  of  Pisa  and  Genoa;  but  the 
Venetians  acquired  an  early  and  lucrative  share  of  the  com- 
merce of  Greece  and  Egypt.    Their  riches  increased  with 


*  When  Ihe  aon  of  Cbarlemiigue  asserted  liis  right  of  aovereigntj,  he  was 
answered  by  the  loyal  Venetians,  4n  ^mmi  tmkn  MUmv  «um»  rm  9mmm»mp  fimmtkam 

(Constantin.  Porpliyr.  de  Adrainis.  Imp.  pars  ii.  c.  28.  p.  85);  and  the  report 
of  the  ixtb  establishes  the  fact  of  the  zth  century,  which  is  confirmed  by  the 
eniteMX  of  Uutprand  of  Oremona.  The  annual  tribute^  which  the  emperor 
allows  them  to  pay  to  the  king  of  Italy,  allrvinif^,  by  doiiWing,  their  servitude; 
but  the  hateful  word  itmko*.  must  be  translated,  as  in  the  charter  of  827  (Laugier, 
Hist  de  Teoiae.  I  6T,  eta),  by  the  nofter  aiifMllatioii  of  nbdiH,  mfidOu. 

*•  XXVth  and  xxxlh  dis^*ertatio«l  ol  the  Aiitiq.  Medii  JPM  of  Murat.  From 
Anderson's  Uisk  of  Oonunerce,  I  oodefltaud  that  the  VeoetiaaB  did  not  trade 
to  England  before  the  year  18)8.  The  nraot  flonrishlug  stele  of  their  wealth 
and  cotiirncrce  in  the  beginning  of  the  xvth  century  is  agreeably  doecribed  bjr 
the  Ahb6  Duboe  (Histoire  de  ia  Ug;ue  de  Cambngr,  U.  443-480). 
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the  increaniig  demand  of  Europe:  their  manniactiires  of  silk 
and  glass,  perhaps  the  institution  of  their  bank,  are  of  high 
antiqaity;  and  thej  enjoyed  the  fruits  of  their  indoatry  in 
the  magnificence  of  public  and  private  life.  To  assert  her 
flag,  to  avenge  her  injuries,  to  protect  the  freedom  of  navi- 
gation, the  republic  could  launch  and  man  a  fleet  of  a  hun- 
dred galleys;  and  the  Greeks,  the  Saracens,  and  the  Nor- 
mans, were  encountered  by  her  naval  arms.  The  Franks  of 
Syria  were  assisted  by  the  Venetians  in  the  rednotioii  of  tiie 
sea-eoast;  but  their  seal  was  neither  blind  nor  disintetesled; 
and  in  the  conqnest  of  Tyre  they  shared  the  soverngnty  of 
a  dtjf  the  first  seat  of  the  eommeiee  of  the  world.  The 
policy  of  Venice  was  maiked  by  the  avarice  of  a  trading, 
and  the  insolence  of  a  maritime,  power;  yet  her  ambition 
was  prudent;  nor  did  she  <}ften  foiiget  that  if  armed  galleys 
w«re  the  effect  and  safeguard,  merchant  vessels  were  the 
cause  and  supply,  of  her  greatness.  In  her  religion  she 
avoided  the  schism  of  the  Greeks,  without  yielding  a  servile 
obedience  to  the  Roman  pontiff;  and  a  free  inteieoune  wi^ 
the  infidels  of  every  clime  ap])ear8  to  have  allayed  betimes 
the  fever  of  superstition.  Her  primitive  government  was 
a  loose  mixture  of  democracy  and  monarchy:  the  doge  was 
elected  by  the  votes  of  the  general  assembly;  as  long  as  he 
was  popular  and  successful  he  reigned  with  the  pomp  and 
autiiority  of  a  prince;  but  in  the  frequent  revolutions  of  the 
state  he  was  deposed,  or  banished,  or  slain,  by  the  justice 
or  injustice  of  the  multitude.  The  twelfth  century  pro- 
duced the  first  rudiments  of  the  wise  and  jealous  aristoc- 
racy, which  has  reduced  the  doge  to  a  pageant  and  the 
pco[)le  to  a  cipher." 

When  the  six  ambassadors  of  the  French  pilgrims  arrived 


"  The  Venetians  htcn  been  slow  in  writing  and  publishing  tiieir  butory, 
TMr  moat  andent  faonunmita  ara,  1.  Tbe  rode  OhrouMe  (perhaps)  <rf  John 

pji^roriiimis  (Vcnczia,  1765.  8vo).  which  repreHonlM  tho  HLriic  atid  lUHnners  of 
Venice  in  the  j'ear  1008.  2.  The  larger  history  of  the  doge  (1342-1364)  Andrew 
Dandolo,  pnbHsbed  for  fhe  int  time  fn  the  xltth  torn,  of  Mumiori,  A.a.  IftS. 
The  Hii^tory  of  Venice  by  tht'  Abhe  Lm^fior  (Parifl.  1728).  ia  *«Mk  «i  SHM 
merit,  which  I  have  dut&j  used  lor  the  oonatituliooai  part. 
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(a.d.  1201)  at  Venice,  they  were  hospitably  entertained  in 
the  palace  of  St.  Mark,  by  the  reigning  duke:  his  name  was 
Henry  Dandolo;"  and  he  shone  in  the  hist  period  of  human 
life  as  one  of  the  most  illustrious  characters  of  the  times. 
Under  the  weight  of  years,  and  after  the  loss  of  his  eyes,"* 
Dandolo  retained  a  sound  understanding  and  a  manly  cour- 
age; the  spirit  of  a  hero,  ambitious  to  signalize  his  reign 
by  some  memorable  exploits,  and  the  wisdom  of  a  patriot, 
anxious  to  build  his  fame  on  the  glory  and  advautiige  of  his 
country.  He  praised  tlie  bold  enthusiasm  and  liberal  confi- 
dence of  the  barons  and  their  deputies;  in  sueh  a  cause,  and 
with  such  associates,  he  should  aspire,  were  he  a  private 
man,  to  terminate  his  life;  but  he  was  the  servant  of  the 
republic,  and  some  delay  was  requisite  to  consult,  on  thia 
arduous  business,  the  judgment  of  his  colleagues.  The  pro- 
posal of  the  French  was  first  debated  by  the  six  sages  who 
had  been  recently  appointed  to  control  the  administration 
of  the  doge:  it  was  next  disclosed  to  the  forty  members  of 
the  council  of  state ;  and  finally  communicated  to  the  legis* 
lative  aasembly  of  four  hundred  and  £fty  representatives, 
who  w«re  annually  chosen  in  the  six  quarters  of  the  city. 
In  peace  and  war,  the  doge  was  still  the  chief  ol  the  repub- 
lic; hia  legal  authority  was  supported  by  the  personal  rep- 
utation of  Dandolo;  his  axgrimenta  of  public  interest  were 
balanced  and  approved,  and  he  was  authorized  to  inform 
the  ambassadors  of  the  following  conditions  of  the  treaty/* 
It  was  proposed  that  the  crusaders  should  assemble  at  Yen- 


«  HMirf  Buidolo  was  eiffaty-foar  at  his  deetion  (a.d.  11M),  and  nhietf- 

seven  at  his  death  (a.d.  1205).  See  the  Observations  of  Ducango  aur  Ville- 
hardouin.  No.  204.  But  thia  esUraordinary  ioDgevitj  is  uot  obaerved  bj  the 
original  irritafi,  nor  doea  thera  asiat  anothar  axampla  of  a  hero  naar  a  hundred 
years  of  age.  Theophrastus  might  afford  an  instaDce  of  a  writer  of  nincir-nine; 
but  instead  of  «M>«r«Mrr«  (Proem,  ad  Character.),  I  am  much  iodiued  to  read 
<piM»nif«,  wfdi  Ma  laat  ocBtor,  TIaehor,  aad  uia  flrat  khoughta  of  Oaaanbon. 
*  It  is  scarcely  possible  that  tho  powen  of  tho  mliid  and  bodf  abottld  support 
thomaoivaa  till  auoh  a  period  of  life. 

*  The  iiiodarn  Tono^s  (Laufier,  ii.  1 19)  aoenso  tiio  aa^enir  Maanel;  bo( 
Uie  calumnj  is  refuted  by  Villehardouin  and  the  older  writeia»  wbo  SMppoao  ttst 
Saodolo  lost  his  eyes  by  a  wound  (No.  34,  aad  Ducange). 

*  Original  troatj  in  tho  Ohroa.  of  Aiidmir  Dandolo^  pp.  823-3a«. 
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ice,  on  the  feast  of  St.  John  of  the  ensuing  year:  that  flat- 
bottomed  vessels  should  be  prepared  for  4,600  horses,  and 
9,0(X)  squires,  with  a  number  of  ships  sufficient  for  the  em- 
barkation of  4,500  knights,  and  20,000  foot:  that  during  a 
term  of  nine  months  they  should  be  supplied  with  provis- 
ions, and  transported  to  whatsoever  coast  the  service  of  God 
and  Christendom  should  require;  and  that  the  republic 
should  join  the  armament  with  a  squadron  of  fifty  galleys. 
It  was  recpiired,  that  the  j»i]griiiis  should  pay,  before  their 
departure,  a  sum  of  8o,0(X)  marks  of  silver;  and  that  all  con- 
quests, by  sea  and  land,  should  be  equally  divided  between 
the  confederates.  The  terms  were  hard;  but  the  emergency 
was  pressing,  and  the  French  barons  were  not  less  profuse 
of  money  than  of  blood.  A  general  assembly  was  eonvened 
to  ratify  the  treaty;  the  stately  chapel  and  place  of  St.  Mark 
were  filled  with  10,000  citizens;  and  the  noble  deputies  were 
taught  a  new  lesson  of  humbling  themselves  before  the  nMij- 
esty  of  the  people.  ''Illustrious  Yenetians,"  said  the  mar- 
shal of  Champagne,  *'we  are  eent  bj  the  greatest  and  mM 
powerful  barons  of  France  to  implore  the  aid  of  the  «»ftftffff 
of  the  sea  for  the  deliverance  of  Jerusalem.  Thej  have  en- 
joined OB  to  fall  prostrate  at  jonr  feet;  nor  will  we  rise  from 
the  ground  till  yon  have  promised  to  avenge  with  us  the  in- 
juries of  Christ."  The  eloquence  of  their  words  and  tears,** 
their  martial  aspect  and  suppliant  attitude,  were  applauded 
by  a  nniyersal  shout;  as  it  were,  says  Jefirey,  by  the  sound 
ci  an  earthquake.  The  venerable  doge  ascended  the  pulpit 
to  urge  their  request  by  those  motives  of  honor  and  virtua 
which  alone  can  be  offered  to  a  popular  assembly;  the  treaty 
was  transcribed  on  parchment;  attested  with  oaths  and  sealsi 
mutaily  accepted  by  the  weeping  and  joyful  representaliTM 
d  Fruice  and  Yenioe;  and  despatched  to  Rome  for  the 
approbation  of  Pope  Innocent  the  Third.   Two  thousand 

▲  reader  of  Viilehardoum  must  observe  the  frequent  tears  of  the  marshal 
and  hfa  brother  knif  htn.  Sachies  qne  la  ot  mainte  lerme  plor^e  de  pfti^  (No. 
17);  mult  piurnnt  (ibid.);  mainte  lerroe  plor^  (No.  34);  si  orent  mult  pitie  el 

Slorerent  mult  dureroent  (No.  60) ;  i  ot  m&int  lerme  plorim  da  pilM  (Na  90S)i 
hey  wmp  on  emy  oocaakm  of  grief*  joj,  or  daiTotioB. 
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marks  were  borrowed  of  the  merchants  for  the  first  ex- 
penses of  the  armament.  Of  the  six  deputies,  two  repassed 
the  Alps  to  announce  their  success,  while  their  four  com- 
panions made  a  fruitless  trial  of  the  zeal  and  emulatioii  o£ 
the  republics  of  Genoa  and  Pisa. 

The  execution  of  the  treaty  was  still  opposed  by  unfore- 
seen difficulties  and  delays.  The  marshal,  on  his  return 
to  Troyes,  was  embraced  and  approved  by  Thibaut,  count 
of  Champagne,  who  had  been  unanimously  chosen  general 
ol  the  confederates.  But  the  health  of  that  valiant  youth 
already  declined,  and  soon  became  hopeless;  and  he  de- 
plored the  untimely  fate  which  condemned  him  to  expire, 
not  in  a  field  of  battle,  but  on  a  bed  of  sickness.  To  his 
brave  and  numerous  vassals,  the  dying  prince  distributed 
his  treasures:  they  swore  in  his  presence  to  accomplish  his 
vow  and  their  own;  but  some  there  were,  says  the  marshal, 
who  accepted  his  gifts  and  forfeited  their  word.  The  more 
resolute  champions  of  the  cross  held  a  parliament  at  Soissons 
for  the  election  of  a  new  general,  but  such  was  the  incapac- 
ity, or  jealousy,  or  reluctance  of  the  princes  of  France,  that 
none  could  be  found  both  able  and  willing  to  assume  the 
conduct  of  the  enterprise.  They  acquiesced  in  the  choice  of 
a  stranger,  of  Boniface,  marquia  of  Montferrat,  descended 
of  a  race  of  heroes,  and  himself  of  conspicuous  fame  in  the 
wars  and  negotiations  of  the  times;*"  nor  could  the  piety  or 
ambition  of  the  Italian  chief  decline  this  honorable  invita- 
tion. After  visiting  the  French  court,  where  he  was  re- 
eeived  as  a  friend  and  kinsman,  the  marquis,  in  the  church 
of  Soissons,  was  invested  with  the  cross  of  a  pilgrim  and  the 
staff  <^  a  general;  and  immediately  repassed  the  Alps,  to 
prepare  for  the  distant  expedition  of  the  East.  About  the 
festival  of  the  Pentecost  he  displayed  his  banner,  and 
marched  toward  Venice  at  the  head  of  the  Italians:  he 
was  preceded  or  followed  by  the  counts  of  Flanders  and 


•  Bf  •  iktory  (A.B.  llSl)  onr  tte  dtiMM  of  AiO.  by  a  cniMda  to  Firiat- 
tino,  and  by  an  embM^f  ftam  tfas  pope  to  th*  GtOMB  pciaoM  (Mailt  Aaa. 
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Blois,  and  the  most  respectable  barons  of  France;  and  their 
numbers  were  swelled  by  the  pilgrims  of  Germany,"  whose 
object  and  motives  were  similar  to  their  own.  The  Vene- 
tians bad  fulfilled,  and  even  surpassed,  their  engagements, 
stables  were  constructed  for  the  horses,  and  barracks  for  the 
troops;  the  magazines  were  abundantly  replenished  with 
forage  and  provisions;  and  the  fleet  of  transports,  ships, 
and  galleys  was  ready  to  hoist  sail,  as  soon  as  the  republic 
had  received  the  price  of  tlie  freight  and  armament.  But 
that  price  far  exceeded  the  wealth  of  the  crusaders  who 
were  assembled  at  Venice.  The  Flemings,  whose  obedience 
to  their  <»oant  was  voluntary  and  precarious,  had  embarked 
in  their  TWels  for  the  long  navigation  of  the  ocean  and 
Mediterranean;  and  many  of  the  French  and  Italians  had 
preferred  a  cheaper  and  more  convenient  passage  from  Mar- 
aeilles  and  Apulia  to  the  Holy  Land.  Each  pilgrim  might 
oomf^n  that|  after  he  had  furnished  his  own  contribution, 
he  was  made  responsible  for  the  deficiency  of  his  absent 
brethren:  the  gold  and  ailver  plate  of  the  chiefSy  whioh  thej 
freely  delivered  to  the  treasury  of  St.  Mark,  was  a  generous 
but  inadequate  sacrifice;  and  after  all  their  efforts,  .34^000 
marks  were  still  wanting  to  complete  the  stipolated  snm. 
The  obstacle  was  lemoved  bj  the  policy  and  patriotism  of 
the  doge,  who  proposed  (a.]>.  1302,  Oct  8)  to  the  barons, 
that  if  they  woiild  join  tiieir  anns  in  reducing  some  rerohed 
cities  of  Dalmatia,  he  would  expose  his  person  in  the  holy 
war,  and  obtain  from  the  republio  a  long  indulgence,  tiU 
some  wealthy  conquest  should  afford  the  means  Gi  satisfy- 
ing the  debt.  After  mueli  scruple  and  hesitation  they  ohose 
rather  to  accept  the  offer  than  to  relinquish  the  enterprise; 
and  the  first  hostilities  of  the  fieet  and  army  were  (Nov. 
directed  against  Zara,**  a  strong  city  <^  the  Sclavonian  coast. 


rrusfulo  of  the  Oermans  In  the  Hi^t.  ('.  P.  of  Ounther  (ranisii  Antiq.  Lect. 
ir.  pp.  V  -viii. ),  who  celebrates  the  pilgrimage  of  bia  abbot  MuriiD,  oue  of  the 
fMiehi^  rivals  of  Fulk  of  NeutUy.  His  mnnHr/.  a<  fkmOlatmnkm  order, 
IMSeiUiete  io  the  diocese  of  Basil. 

^  Jaden,  now  Zara,  was  a  Komau  coloaj,  wliidi  ackAowladged  Auguatuf 
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wluck  had  Mmnced  its  allegiance  to  Venice,  and  implored 
tiie  paotoedon  of  the  king  of  Hungary.**  The  croBadera 
biiXBt  tiM  oludii  or  boon  ol  the  harbor;  landed  their  horsaa^ 
troops,  and  nuHtarj  engines ;  and  eompdled  the  inhabitaatB, 
alter  a  detaioe  of  five  dajs,  to  snnender  at  discretion;  their 
liTOB  «m  flpavad,  bnt  the  rmtikk  waa  pnaiahed  by  the  pillage 
of  their  homes  and  the  demolitiofn  of  their  walk.  The  sea- 
son was  fax  adTanced;  the  French  and  Yenetians  resolTed 
to  pass  the  winter  in  a  secure  harbor  and  |dentifiil  ooimtry; 
but  their  lepoae  was  disturbed  bj  national  and  tnmnltnons 
qiiarreb  of  the  soUUere  and  mariners.  The  oonqnnat  of  2ara 
had  acattavsd  the  seeds  of  diseocd  and  seandal:  the  arras  of 
the  allies  had  been  stained  in  their  outset  with  the  blood, 
•  not  of  infidels,  but  of  Christians:  the  king  of  Hungary  and 
his  new  subjects  were  themselves  enlisted  under  the  tmnner 
o£  the  cross;  and  the  scruples  of  the  devont,  were  magnified 
by  the  iear  or  lassttode  of  the  rrinetant,  pilgrimsi  The  pope 
had  ezoommnnioated  the  false  ensaden  who  had  pillaged 
and  massacred  their  brethren,^  and  only  the  marquis  Boni- 
face and  fiimoB  of  Mootfoit  esoiqped  these  qpiritoal  thun* 
dem;  the  one  by  his  absence  from  the  siege,  the  other  by 
his  final  depevtnre  fiom  llie  camp.  Innocent  nnght  nbsoIVo 
the  simple  md  mbmbsiire  penitents  of  f^rmee;  but  he  was 
proToked  by  l^e  stubborn  reason  of  the  Yenetians,  who 
refused  to  confess  their  guilt,  to  accept  their  pardon,  or 
to  allow,  in  their  temporal  concerns,  the  inteiposition  of  a 
priest. 

The  assembly  of  such  formidable  powers  by  sea  and 


ior  lit  parent.  II  it  bow  only  two  miles  round,  and  contains  flvo  or  six  thoimand 
MlllUlaDts;  iNit  tiie  iortiflcstioiw  »re  strtmg,  and  ii  is  joined  U>  the  mainland 
by  a  bridge.  See  the  travels  of  Uie  two  ooropanions,  Spon  and  Wheeler  (Voyage 
die  Deiniatio.  do  Grece,  etc.,  i,  pp.  64-70.  Journey  into  Greece,  pp.  8-14);  the 
bat  of  whom,  by  mistaking  SesterUa  for  SestmHi,  values  an  arcti  with  statuea 
Mid  columns  at  twelve  pounds.  If,  In  his  time,  there  were  no  treee  near  Zani, 
tta  cherry-trees  were  not  yet  planted  which  produce  our  incomparable  mora^^um. 

^  Katona  (IIi»t.  Crit.  Reg.  Ilungar.  Stirpis  Arpad.  iv.  536)  CoUecta  aU  tha 
tests  and  testimonies  most  adverse  to  the  oonquerors  of  Zara. 

See  the  whole  transaction,  and  the  mttHmmm  «l  ito  fopa^  is  in»  HpllHw 
of  Inooceat  UL  tata^  <^  S6»  Stw 
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land  bad  revived  the  hopes  of  young*'  Alexius;  and,  both 
at  Venice  and  Zara,  he  solicited  the  arms  of  the  crusaders, 
for  his  own  restoration  and  his  father's"  deliverance.  The 
royal  youth  was  recommended  by  Philip,  king  of  Germany; 
liis  prayers  and  presence  excited  the  compassion  of  the 
camp;  and  his  cause  was  embraced  and  pleaded  by  the  mar- 
quis of  Montferrat  and  the  doge  of  Venice.  A  double  alli- 
ance, and  the  dignity  of  CaBsar,  had  connected  with  the 
Imperial  family  tbe  two  elder  brothers  of  Boniface:**  he 
expected  to  derive  a  kingdom  from  the  important  service; 
and  the  more  generous  ambition  of  Daudolo  was  eager  to 
secure  the  inestimable  benefits  of  trade  and  dominion  that 
might  accrue  to  his  country. **  Their  influence  procured  a 
favorable  audience  for  the  ambassadors  of  Alexius;  and 
if  the  magnitude  of  his  offers  excited  some  suspicion,  the 
motives  and  rewards  which  he  displayed  might  justify  the 
delay  and  diversion  of  those  forces  which  had  been  conse- 
crated to  the  deliverance  of  Jerusalem.  He  promised,  in 
his  own  and  his  father's  name,  that  as  soon  as  they  should 
be  seated  on  the  throne  of  Constantinople  they  would  termi- 
nate the  long  schism  of  the  Greeks,  and  submit  themselves 
and  their  people  to  the  lawful  supremacy  of  the  Boman 
church.  He  engaged  to  recompense  tbe  labors  and  merite 
of  the  cruaadera  by  tbe  immediate  payment  ol  200,000  marks 


^  A  modern  reader  is  aurprided  to  hear  of  the  valet  do  Constantinople,  as 
applied  to  young  Alexius,  on  aooou&t  of  hie  youth,  like  the  infants  of  Spain,  Md 
the  nobliasimua  ptter  of  the  Romans.  The  pa^cs  and  vaULi  of  the  kniglktl  WtTO 
as  noble  as  ihemselven  (Villehardouiu  and  Ducange,  No.  36). 

**  The  emperor  Isaac  is  styled  by  Villehardouin.  Surtac  <Noa.  >§» 
which  may  be  derived  from  the  French  Sire,  or  the  Greek  Kvp  ((rvpitx)  melted 
into  his  proper  name;  the  further  corruptions  of  Tursac  and  (Jonserac  will 
tnatruot  as  what  Uoenoe  may  have  been  used  in  the  ok!  dynastiea  of  Aaayria 
•ad  Bgypt. 

Beinier  and  Conrad ;  the  former  married  Maria,  daughter  of  the  emj^eror 
IfanuelOoinneaiu;  the  latter  waa  the  biMbatid  of  Theodora  Aiifrda,aiMerehl  ha 

emperors  Isaac  and  Alexius.  Conrad  abandoned  the  Greek  court  and  princess 
for  the  glory  of  defending  Tyre  against  Saladin  (Ducaage,  Fam.  Bjrxant.  p.  181, 
SOS). 

"  Nicotas  (in  Alezio  Comneno,  I.  iii.  c  accuses  the  dop:p  and  Venetiana 
as  the  hrst  authors  of  the  war  against  Oooatantinople,  and  oonsiden  oi^y  aa  a 
m«mI«v  aws  tha  anifal  aod  ■hamafttl  oiais  cl'tha  royal  oila. 
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of  gilyer;  to  accompany  them  in  person  to  Egypt;  or,  if  it 
ehoald  be  judged  more  advantageous,  to  maintain,  during  a 
year,  10,000  men,  and,  during  his  life,  600  knights,  for  the 
service  of  the  Holy  Land.  These  tempting  conditions  were 
accepted  by  the  republic  of  Venice;  and  the  eloquence  of 
the  doge  and  marquis  persuaded  the  counts  of  Flanders, 
Blois,  and  St.  Pol,  with  eight  barons  of  France,  to  join  in 
the  glorious  enterprise.  A  treaty  of  offensive  and  def»msive 
alliance  was  confirmed  by  their  oaths  and  seals;  and  each 
individual,  according  to  his  situation  and  clmnicter,  was 
swayed  by  the  hope  of  pnl)lic  or  private  advantage,  1)}^  the 
honor  of  restoring  an  exiled  monarch;  or  by  the  sincere  and 
probable  opinion  that  their  efforts  in  Palestine  would  be 
fruitless  and  unavailing,  and  that  the  acquisition  of  Con- 
stantinople must  ])recede  and  prepare  the  recovery  of  Jeru- 
salem. But  they  were  the  chiefs  or  equals  of  a  valiant  band 
of  freemen  and  volunteers,  who  thought  and  acted  for  them- 
selves: the  soldiers  and  clergy  were  divided;  and,  if  a  laige 
majority  subscribed  to  the  alliance,  the  numbers  and  argu- 
ments of  the  dissidents  were  strong  and  respectable.*'  The 
boldest  hearts  wm  appalled  by  the  report  of  the  naval 
power  and  impregnable  slrengib  of  Constantinople;  and 
tiieir  apprehensions  were  diflgmeed  to  the  world,  and  per- 
haps to  themselves,  by  the  more  deoent  objectianB  of  relig- 
ion and  duty.  They  alleged  the  sanctity  of  a  vow,  which 
had  drawn  tftem  from  their  families  and  homes  to  the  res- 
cue of  the  holy  aepnlchre;  nor  should  the  dark  and  crooked 
connsels  of  human  policy  divert  them  from  a  pursuit,  the 
event  of  which  was  in  the  hands  of  the  Ahnigfaty.  Their  first 
offence,  the  attack  of  Zara,  had  been  severelj  punished  by 
the  reproach  of  their  conscience  and  the  censures  of  the 
pope;  nor  would  they  again  imbrue  their  hands  in  the  blood 
of  their  fellow-Christians.  The  apostle  of  Borne  had  pro- 
nounced; nor  would  they  usurp  the  right  of  avenging  with 

**  Vniehardnuin  and  rtvtnthor  roprpsont  thn  prnTimpnts  of  the  two  parties. 
Thm  iMmk  Martin  left  the  atmj  at  Zara,  proceeded  U>  Palestine,  was  sent  am- 
tiMMilnr  to  OonaiMitiDoplo,  and  became  a  leluctant  wiiaeee  of  the  eeoond  tkgt. 
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the  sword  the  schism  of  the  Greeks  and  the  doubtful  nsnrpa- 

tion  of  the  Byzantine  monarch.  On  these  principles  or  pre- 
tences, many  pilgrims,  the  most  distinguished  for  their  valor 
and  piety,  withdrew  from  the  camp;  and  their  retreat  was 
less  pernicious  tliun  the  open  or  secret  opposition  of  a  dis- 
contented party,  that  labored,  on  every  occasion,  to  separate 
the  army  and  disappoint  the  enterprise. 

Notwithstanding  this  defection,  the  departure  of  the  fleet 
and  army  was  vigorously  pressed  by  the  Venetians;  whose 
zeal  for  the  service  of  the  royal  youth  concealed  a  just  re- 
sentment to  his  nation  and  family.  They  were  mortified 
(a.d.  1208,  April  7-June  24)  by  the  recent  preference  which 
had  been  given  to  Pisa,  the  rival  of  their  trade;  they  had  a 
long  arrear  of  debt  and  injury  to  liquidate  with  the  Byzan- 
tine court;  and  Dandolo  might  not  discourage  the  popular 
tale,  that  he  had  been  deprived  of  his  eyes  by  the  emperor 
Manuel,  who  periidiously  violated  the  sanctity  of  an  am- 
bassador. A  similar  armament,  for  ages,  had  not  rode  the 
Iladriatic:  it  was  composed  of  120  flat-bottomed  vessels  or 
palanders  for  the  horses;  240  transports  filled  with  men  and 
arms;  70  storeships  laden  with  provisions;  and  60  stout  gal- 
leys, well  prepared  for  the  encounter  of  an  enemy."  While 
the  wind  was  favorable,  the  sky  serene,  and  the  water  smooth, 
every  eye  was  fixed  with  wonder  and  delight  on  the  scene 
of  military  and  naval  pomp  which  overspread  the  aea.  The 
shields  of  the  knights  and  8(|mre8y  at  onco  an*omament  and 
a  defence,  were  arranged  on  either  side  of  the  ships;  the 
banners  of  the  nations  and  families  were  displayed  from 
the  stem ;  our  modem  artillery  was  supplied  by  800  engines 
for  casting  stones  and  darts:  the  fatigues  of  the  way  were 
cheered  with  the^und  of  music;  and  tiie  spirits  of  the  ad- 
yenturera  were  raised  by  the  mutual  assurance  that  40,000 


**  The  birth  aud  dignitj  ot  Andrew  Dandolo  gave  him  the  motive  and  the 
meun  of  Marching  in  the  ardiivw  of  Venice  the  memorable  aloiy  irf  his  an* 

cpstor.  His  Vjrnvity  seems  to  accuse  the  copious  and  more  rocont  narratives 
of  Sanudo  (in  Murat.  Script,  iier.  Iial.  xziL),  iiioadua,  Sabellicus,  aud  Eham- 
nudus. 
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Christian  heroes  were  equal  to  the  conquest  of  the  wwld.'* 
Is  the  navigation**  from  Venice  and  2<ara  the  fleet  was  sue* 
cessfully  steered  by  the  akill  and  experience  of  the  Venetian 
pilots:  at  Durazzo  the  confederates  first  landed  on  the  ter- 
ritories of  the  Greek  empire:  the  isle  of  Corf  a  afforded  a 
station  and  re]M><!p ;  they  doubled  without  accident  the  peril- 
ous cape  of  Malea,  the  southern  point  of  Peloponnesns  or 
the  Morea;  made  a  deecent  in  the  islands  of  Negropont  and 
Andro^;  and  cast  anchor  at  Abjdos  on  the  Asiatic  side  of 
the  Hellespont.  These  preludes  of  conquest  weie  easy  and 
bloodless;  the  Greeks  of  the  provinces,  without  patriotism 
or  courage,  were  crushed  bj  an  irresistible  force;  the  pres- 
ence of  the  lawful  heir  might  justify  their  obedience;  and 
it  was  rewarded  by  the  modesty  and  discipline  of  the  Latins. 
As  they  penetrated  tiuough  the  Hellespont,  the  magnitude 
of  their  nayy  was  compressed  in  a  nanow  ohann^;  and  tite 
lace  ol  the  walera  was  darkened  witli  innumerable  sails. 
They  again  expanded  in  the  basin  of  the  Propontis,  and 
traversed  that  plsmd  sea  till  fhey  approached  the  Buiopeaa 
riiore,  at  Ae  abb^  of  Si  Stephen,  tluree  lesgueB  to  the  west 
of  Constantinople.  The  prudent  doge  dissuaded  them  from 
dispersing  themselves  in  a  populous  and  hostile  land;  and 
as  their  stock  of  provisions  was  rsdiKsed,  it  was  resolved,  in 
the  season  of  harvest,  to  replenisb  their  storeships  in  the 
fertile  islands  of  the  Propontis.  With  this  resolution,  they 
directed  their  course;  but  a  strong  gale,  and  their  own  im- 
patience, drove  them  to  the  eastward;  and  so  near  did  they 
run  to  ihe  shore  and  the  city  that  some  volleys  of  stones 
and  darts  were  exchanged  between  the  ships  and  tiie  ram- 
part. As  tliey  passed  along,  they  gaaed  with  admiration  on 
the  cajntal  of  the  Sast,  or,  as  it  should  seem,  of  the  earth; 


"  VlUehardouin,  No.  62.  His  feelioga  and  expressioDS  are  original ;  be  ofiea 
w«tp«.  bul  he  nfiAcn  fn  Um  gloriM  «nd  perils  of  w«r  with  »  apiifl  lukMWii 
to  a  sedentary  writer. 

"  In  tbia  voyage  altnost  all  khe  Koo«raphjcal  uamea  are  corrupted  by  tbe 
USIfis.  The  flMMfcrn  appelHMiM  of  CbajMrn^  aftd  ■0  Bub<M,  Is  dsmod  from  its 
Fnripus,  Bvripo,  NegH-f^i^  ikgrtfont,  wUah  dUMOOn  Mr  Mpl  (l*AiiTfll0, 
Geog.  Ancieii.  i. 
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rising  from  her  seven  hills,  and  towering  over  the  continents 
of  Europe  and  Asia.  The  swelling  domes  and  lofty  spires 
of  500  palaces  and  churches  were  gilded  by  the  sun  and  re- 
flected in  the  waters;  the  walls  were  crowded  with  soldiers 
and  spectators,  whose  numbers  they  beheld,  of  whose  tem- 
per they  were  ignorant;  and  each  heart  was  chilled  by  the 
reflection,  that,  since  the  beginning  of  the  world,  sucli  an 
enterprise  had  never  been  undertaken  by  such  a  handful  of 
warriors.  But  the  momentary  apprehension  was  dispelled 
by  hope  and  valor;  and  every  man,  says  the  marshal  of 
Champagnei  glanced  his  eye  on  the  sword  or  lance  which 
lie  mniit  speedily  use  in  the  glorious  oonfUef  The  Latins 
oast  anchor  before  Chalcedon;  the  maiinets  only  were  left 
in  the  vessels;  the  soldien,  hones,  and  arms,  were  safely 
landed;  and,  in  the  luxury  of  an  Imperial  palace,  the  barons 
tasted  the  first  froits  of  their  success.  On  the  third  day,  the 
fleet  and  army  moved  toward  Scutari,  the  Asiatic  suburb  of 
Constantinople;  a  detachment  of  500  Greek  hone  was  sur- 
prised and  defeated  bj  80  French  knights,  and  in  a  halt 
of  nine  days  the  camp  was  plentifully  supplied  with  fonge 
and  provisions. 

In  relating  the  invasion  of  a  great  empire,  it  may  seem 
stnnge  that  I  have  not  described  the  obstacles  which  should 
have  checked  the  progress  of  the  strangen.  The  Greeks,  in 
truth,  were  an  unwarlike  people;  but  tiiey  were  rich,  indus- 
trious, and  subject  to  the  will  of  a  single  man:  had  that  man 
been  oapable  of  fear,  when  his  enemies  were  at  a  distance, 
or  of  courage,  when  they  approached  his  peraon.  The  first 
rumor  of  his  nephew's  allianoe  with  the  French  and  Vene- 
tians was  despised  by  the  usurper  Alexius;  his  flatteren 
penuaded  him  that  in  this  contempt  he  was  bold  and  sin- 
cere; and  each  evening  in  the  close  of  the  banquet  he  thrice 
discomfited  the  Barbarians  of  the  West  These  Barbarians 
had  been  justly  terrified  by  the  report  of  his  naval  power; 

"  Bfc  MditM  qiM  0  M  ot  ti  hardi  cui  le  cuer  he  fremiat  (c.  6?)  .  .  .  .  Chas- 
enns  regardoit  sos  armes  ....  qut  par  lama  ^.amot  oaaatitr  (&  S8>.  BiMdk 
k  the  honest/  oi  courage. 


Digitized  by 


OF  THE  SOMAN  MMiPlBg 


168 


•nd  she  1,600  fishing  boats  of  Constantinople^  conid  have 
manned  a  fleet,  to  sink  them  in  the  Hadriatic,  or  stop  their 
entrance  in  the  month  of  the  Hellespont.  But  all  force  maj 
be  annihilated  by  the  negligence  of  the  prince  and  the  ye- 
nali^  of  his  ministers.  The  great  duke,  or  admiral,  made 
a  scandalous,  almost  a  public,  anotion  of  the  sails,  the  maata, 
and  the  rigging;  the  royal  forests  were  reserved  for  the  more 
important  purpose  of  the  chase;  and  the  trees,  aajs  Nicetaa, 
were  guarded  by  the  eunuchs,  like  the  groves  of  religions 
worship/*  From  his  dream  of  pride.  Alexins  was  awakened 
by  the  ai^  of  Zara  and  the  rapid  advances  of  the  Latlna;  as 
0oon  aa  he  aaw  the  danger  was  real,  he  thought  it  inevitable; 
and  bia  vain  presumption  was  lost  in  abject  deapondency 
and  despair.  He  suffered  these  contemptible  Barbarians 
to  pitch  their  camp  in  the  sight  of  the  palace;  and  his  ap- 
prehenaiona  were  thinly  diaguiaed  by  the  pomp  and  menace 
of  a  suppliant  embaaay.  The  sovereign  of  the  Romans  waa 
astonished  (hia  ambaasadors  were  instructed  to  say)  at  the 
hostile  appearance  of  the  atrangera.  If  these  pilgrima  were 
aincere  in  thmr  vow  for  the  deliverance  of  Jerusalem,  hia 
voice  must  applaud,  and  hia  treaaurea  ahould  assist,  their 
pioua  design;  but  ahould  they  dare  to  invade  the  sanctuary 
of  empire,  their  numbers,  were  they  ten  times  more  conaid- 
erable,  ahould  not  protect  them  from  hia  juat  resentment 
The  answer  of  the  doge  and  barona  waa  simple  and  mag- 
nanimoua.  "In  the  cause  of  honor  and  justice,"  they  aaid, 
**we  deapiae  the  uauiper  of  Oreeoe,  his  threats,  and  hia 
offers.  Our  Mendahip  and  hi$  allegiance  are  due  to  the 
lawful  heir,  to  the  young  prince  who  is  seated  among  us, 
and  to  his  father,  the  emperor  Isaac,  who  has  been  deprived 
of  his  sceptre,  his  freedom,  and  his  eyes,  by  the  crime  of  an 
ungrateful  brother.    Let  that  brother  confess  his  guilt,  and 


**  Bradem  nrlMni  i>liii  in  eolte  naTlbm  ptseatorani  sbondara,  <|iuib  llkw  la 

toto  navi^io.  Habebat  enim  niillo  ot  Hoxcciiia.s  pibcatoriiis  naves  ....  Bellicas 
Mitem  sive  mercatoriM  habebaul  uiHaiUB  muiuiuduii»  el  portum  tutiMimiun. 
Oonther.  Hist.  C.  P.  c  8,  p.  10/ 

MlBB  in  Alex.  Comnenoi,  L  ilL  c.  9,  p.  348. 
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implore  forgiveness,  and  we  ourselves  will  intercede,  that 
he  may  be  permitted  to  live  in  affluence  and  security.  But 
let  him  not  insult  us  by  a  second  message :  our  reply  will 
be  made  in  arms,  in  the  palace  of  OonBtantinople.*' 

On  the  tenth  day  (J  uly  6)  of  their  encampment  at  Scutari, 
the  crusaden  prepared  themselves,  as  soldiers  and  as  Catho- 
lics, for  the  passage  of  the  Bosphorus.  Perilous  indeed  was 
the  adventure ;  the  stream  was  broad  and  rapid;  in  a  calm 
the  current  of  the  Euxine  might  drive  down  the  liquid  and 
inextinguishable  fires  of  the  (1  reeks;  and  the  opposite  shores 
of  Europe  were  defended  by  70,000  horse  and  foot  in  for- 
midable array.  On  this  memorable  day,  which  happened 
to  be  bright  and  pleasant,  the  Latins  were  distributed  in  six 
battles  or  divisions;  the  first,  or  vangnard,  was  led  by  the 
oount  of  Flanders,  one  of  the  most  powerful  of  the  Christian 
princes  in  the  skill  and  number  of  his  cross-bows.  The  four 
successive  battles  of  the  French  wen  commanded  by  his 
brother  Henry,  the  counts  of  St  Pol  and  Blois,  and  Hat> 
thew  of  Montmoreney,  the  last  of  whom  was  honored  by  the 
Toluntaiy  serriee  of  the  marshal  and  nobles  of  Champagne. 
The  sixth  division,  tiie  rearguard  and  reserre  of  the  army, 
was  conducted  by  the  marquis  of  Montferrat^  at  the  head  of 
the  Germans  and  Lombards.  The  chargers,  saddled,  with 
their  long  caparisons  dragging  on  the  ground,  were  em- 
barked in  the  flat  paUmden,'**  and  the  knights  stood  by  the 
side  of  their  horses,  in  complete  armor,  their  helmets  laced, 
and  their  lances  in  their  hands.  Their  numerous  train  of 
sergeanttF*  and  archers  occupied  the  transports;  and  each 
transport  was  towed  by  the  strength  and  swiftness  of  a 

"  From  the  version  of  Vignero  I  adopt  the  well-soandiug  word  palander, 
which  is  still  used,  I  believe,  in  the  MediterraneiiD.  fiut  had  I  written  in 
FtMch,  I  ahould  hKf9  pniferted  Um  oHgiiud  «id  exprattiv*  deDomlaMloa,  ct 
vssi^'rs  or  huissiers,  from  the  or  door,  wliioh  was  let  down  as  a  dmw- 

bridve ;  but  which,  at  sea,  was  closed  into  the  side  of  the  ship  (see  Ducauge 
Ml  YiUghfJoafai,  No.  14,  and  JMnvllto.  p.  2T,  ed.  du  Lourre). 

••To  Hvoirl  th*^  vfip-nc  oYprnsoioiio  of  followor'j,  pfn  ,  T  iisp,  nftor  Vilk'har- 
douin,  tbo  word  sergeants  for  ail  horsemen  who  were  not  knights.  TUere  were 
sergeants  at  arms,  and  aergeaota  at  law;  aad  if  we  vWl  tlM  Mtnide  and  Weat> 
minster  Hall,  we  mar  obnerre  the  !«trange  reffoHef  ttm  dMRWCiolk  (DBOaaga^ 
Qioflaar.  Latio.  JScrviaUes,  etc,  vi.  2S6). 
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galley.  The  six  divisions  traversed  the  Bosplioras,  with- 
out encountering  au  enemy  or  an  obstacle;  to  land  the 
foremost  was  the  wish,  to  conquer  or  die  was  the  resolu- 
tion, of  every  division  and  of  every  soldier.  Jealous  of  the 
pre-eminence  of  danger,  the  knights  in  their  heavy  armor 
leaped  into  the  sea,  when  it  rose  as  high  as  their  girdle;  the 
sergeants  and  archers  were  animated  by  their  valor;  and  the 
squires,  letting  down  the  drawbridges  of  the  palanders,  led 
the  horses  to  the  shore.  Before  the  squadrons  could  mount, 
and  form  and  couch  their  lances,  the  70,000  Greeks  had  van- 
ished from  their  sight;  the  timid  Alexius  gave  the  example 
to  his  troops;  and  it  was  only  by  the  plunder  of  his  rich 
pavilions  that  the  Latins  were  informed  that  they  had  fought 
against  an  emperor.  In  the  first  consternation  of  the  flying 
enemy,  they  resolved  by  a  double  attack  to  open  the  en- 
trance of  the  harbor.  The  tower  of  Galata,"  in  the  sub- 
urb of  Pera,  was  attacked  and  stormed  by  the  French,  while 
the  Venetians  assumed  the  more  difficult  task  of  forcing  the 
boom  or  chain  that  was  stretched  from  that  tower  to  the  Byz- 
antme  shore.  After  some  fruitless  attempts,  their  intrepid 
persevenmoe  prevailed:  twenty  ships  ol  war,  the  relics  oi 
the  Qrecian  navy,  were  either  Bonk  or  taken :  the  enormous 
and  massy  links  of  iron  were  cut  asunder  by  the  shears,  or 
broken  by  the  weight,  of  the  galleys;*'  and  the  Venetian 
fleet,  safe  and  triumphant,  rode  at  anchor  in  the  port  of 
Constantinople.  By  these  daring  achievements,  a  remnant 
of  20,000  liitins  solicited  the  license  of  besieging  a  capital 
which  contained  above  400,000  inhabitants/'  able,  though 


It  i«  needless  to  observe  that  on  the  subject  of  Galata,  the  chain,  etc., 
Ducange  ia  aocuralo  aud  full.  Consult  likewiuo  the  proper  chaptera  of  the  C.  P. 
CairMiuw  of  the  Mme  auihor.  The  inhabitants  of  Oalata  were  so  Tain  and 
Ignorant  that  they  applied  to  tliomselves  St.  Paul's  Epistle  to  the  Galatians. 

*'  The  vesael  thai  broke  the  chain  was  named  the  Eagle,  Aquiia  (DandoL 
(%ron.  3SS),  wUeb  Blondnt  (de  Q«atii  Tenet.)  bas  changed  into  A^fliUo,  the 
north  wind.  Ducange,  Observ,  No.  83,  maintama  the  latter  reading;  but  he 
had  not  seen  the  re&pectable  text  of  Dandolo,  nor  did  he  enough  consider  the 
lopographf  of  the  baibor.  The  aontheeal  iroiild  have  been  a  more  ettsetual 
wind. 

**  Quatre  cena  mil  homea  ou  plus  (Villehardouin,  No.  134),  must  be  under- 
stood ol  mtn  ol  a  miUlarj  age.    Le  Beau  (Hist,  du  Bas  Empire,  xx.  417)  allows 


Digitized  by  Gopgle 


rmg  DBOLum  and  fall 


not  wiling,  to  bear  arms  in  the  defmoe  ot  tbeir  covnliy. 
Such  an  aeconnt  wonld  indeed  suppose  a  pofmiaticm  of  near 
two  miUioiia;  but  whatever  abatement  maj  bo  veqmied  in 
the  n ambers  of  the  Greeks,  the  belie/  of  thooe  nuDbenwill 
•qnally  exalt  the  fearless  i^irit  of  their  assailants. 

In  the  choice  of  the  attack,  the  French  and  Venetiaiui 
were  divided  by  their  habits  of  life  and  warfare.  The  lomMr 
affirmed  with  truth  that  Constantinople  was  most  aceeesible 
on  the  aide  ol  tha  aea  and  the  harbor.  Tho  latter  might 
assert  with  honor  that  they  bad  long  enoogh  traaled  their 
Uvea  and  fortunes  to  a  finsdl  bark  and  a  precariooa  elenMiiti 
and  loudly  demanded  a  tarial  ol  knighthood,  a  firm  ground, 
and  a  clone  onset,  either  on  fool  or  honeback.  After  a  pru- 
dent oompromiae,  ol  employing  tho  two  nationa  by  sea  and 
land,  in  tiie  serviee  beet  auited  to  their  eharaotm,  the  fleet 
eovertng  the  army,  ihey  both  proceeded  from  the  enttaaee 
to  the  extremity  of  the  harbor:  the  atone  bridge  of  the  riTor 
was  hastily  repaired;  and  the  aiz  battlee  ol  the  French 
Imned  their  encampment  i^nst  the  front  ol  the  oi^ntal, 
^  basis  of  the  triangle  which  mae  about  four  miles  from 
the  port  to  the  Propontia.**  On  the  edge  of  a  broad  ditch, 
at  the  foot  of  a  lofty  rampart,  they  had  leisure  to  contem- 
plate the  diAoultica  of  their  enterprise.  The  gatea  to  the 
rig  lit  and  left  of  their  narrow  camp  poured  forth  bequent 
sallieB  ol  cavalry  and  light-infantry,  which  cut  o€  tbeir 
stragglers,  swept  the  countEy  of  provinons,  sounded  the 
alarm  five  or  six  times  in  the  course  ol  each  day,  and  com- 
pelled them  to  plant  a  palisade,  and  sink  an  intrenehmciit, 
for  tbeir  immediate  safety.  In  the  supplies  and  convoys 
the  Venetians  had  been  too  sparing,  or  the  Franks  too  vo- 


.  CVmsiMMhHyple  »  nflHoii  of  iBhabHanti,  of  wban  €0.000  borae^  vi4  in  lalliiilo 

niimVK  r  of  foot  soldiers,  fti  its  present  decay  tho  capital  of  tlie  Ottoman  ompiro 
may  coauui  400,000  souls  (BeU's  Travels,  ii.  401);  but  u  Uw  Turka  keep  no 
raghtera.  sad  m  drnnaslMM  «•  {slIwtoM,  U  te  tapaiiiliii  to  mobMi  (Nio> 
bohr.  Voy.  on  Arable,  i.  18)  the  real  popiilou>ine8H  of  their  atiss. 

**  Od  the  mo8t  correct  pUas  of  Uooetantwopie,  I  know  noi  how  to  moaeure 
more  than  4.000  paces.    Tet  Viliehardouin  computes  the  apace  at  three  lewiNi 
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neioiMi;  the  usual  complaints  of  huDger  and  Marcity  were 
heard,  and  perhaps  felt:  their  stock  of  flour  would  be  ex* 
hsDsted  in  three  weeks;  and  their  disgust  ol  salt  meat 
tempted  them  to  taste  the  flesh  of  their  horses.  The  trem- 
bling usurper  was  supported  by  Theodore  X«ascaris,  his 
son-in-law,  a  valiant  youth,  who  aspired  to  save  and  to 
rule  his  country;  the  Greeks,  regardless  of  that  country, 
were  awakened  to  the  defence  of  their  religion;  but  their 
firmest  hope  was  in  the  strength  and  spirit  of  the  Ya- 
langian  guards,  of  the  Banes  and  English,  as  they  are 
named  in  the  writers  of  the  times.  *^  After  ten  days*  (July 
7-18)  inoeasant  labor,  the  ground  was  levelled,  the  ditch 
flUed,  the  approaches  of  the  besiegera  were  regularly  made, 
and  260  engines  of  assault  exercised  thei^  various  powers  to 
dear  the  rampart,  to  batter  the  walls,  and  to  sap  the  foun- 
dations. On  the  first  appearance  of  a  breach,  the  scaling- 
ladders  were  applied:  the  numbers  that  defended  the  van- 
tage-ground repulsed  and  oppressed  the  adventurous  Latins; 
bat  ^ey  adndred  the  resolution  of  fifteen  knights  and  ser- 
geantB|  who  had  gained  the  asoent,  and  maintained  their  peril- 
cos  station  till  they  were  precipitated  or  made  prisoners  by 
the  Imperial  guards.  On  the  side  of  the  harbor  the  naval 
aitlack  was  more  snocessfully  conducted  by  the  Tenetians; 
and  that  industrious  people  employed  every  resource  that 
was  known  and  practiced  before  the  invention  of  gun- 
powder. A  double  line,  three  bow-isliots  in  front,  was 
loaned  by  the  galleys  and  ships,  and  the  swift  motion  of 
the  former  was  supported  by  the  weight  and  loftiness  of  the 
latter,  whose  decks,  and  poops,  and  turret,  were  the  plat- 
forms of  military  engines,  that  discharged  their  shot  over 
the  heads  of  the  first  line.  The  soldiers,  who  leaped  from 
the  galleys  on  shore,  immediately  planted  and  ascended  their 
scaling dadders,  while  the  large  ships,  advancing  more  slowly 


**  The  fi:uard8,  the  Yaraogi.  are  styled  hj  YUlehardouin  (Noh.  89,  96,  etc), 
Bngloig  et  Daaoia  aveo  leurs  baches.  Whaterer  bad  been  their  origia,  a  Freodi 
pilgrim  could  not  be  miirtakan  in  the  nattoaa  of  which  tlMj  were  at  that  tfane 
oompoaed. 
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into  the  intervals,  and  lowering  a  drawbridge,  opened  a  way 
through  the  air  from  their  masts  to  the  rampart.  In  the 
midst  of  the  conflict,  the  doge,  a  veneral)le  and  eorispicaous 
form,  stood  aloft  in  complete  armor  on  the  prow  of  his  gal- 
ley. The  great  standard  of  St.  Mark  was  displayed  before 
him;  his  threats,  promises,  and  exhortations,  urged  the  dili- 
gence of  the  ro-wers;  his  vessel  was  the  first  that  strn(*k;  and 
Dandolo  was  the  first  warrior  on  the  sliore.  The  nations  ad- 
mired the  magnanimity  of  the  blind  old  man,  without  reflect- 
ing that  his  age  and  infirmities  diminished  the  price  of  life, 
and  enhanced  the  value  of  immortal  glory.  On  a  sudden, 
by  an  invisible  hand  (for  the  standard-bearer  was  probably 
sUun),  the  banner  of  the  repablic  was  fixed  on  the  rampart: 
twenty-five  towers  were  rapidly  oooupied;  and,  by  the  crud 
expedient  of  fire,  the  Greeks  were  driven  from  the  adjaeest 
quarter.  The  doge  had  despatched  the  intelligence  of  his 
Boccess,  when  he  was  checked  by  the  danger  of  his  confed- 
erates. Nobly  declaring  that  he  would  rather  die  with  the 
pilgrims  than  gain  a  Tictory  by  their  destrootion,  Dandolo 
relinqniahed  his  advantage,  recalled  his  troopa,  and  hastened 
to  the  scene  of  action.  He  fonnd  the  six  weary  diminutive 
hatUet  of  the  French  encompassed  by  six^  eqaadrona  of  tho 
Oieek  cavalfji  the  least  of  which  was  more  nnmerous  than 
the  largest  ol  their  divisiona.  Shame  and  despair  had  pro- 
voked Alexins  to  the  last  effort  of  a  general  sally;  but  he 
was  awed  by  the  firm  order  and  manly  aspect  of  the  Latins; 
andf  sfteor  ^rmishing  at  a  distance,  withdrew  his  troops*  in 
the  dose  of  the  evening.  The  silence  or  tomolt  of  the  night 
exasperated  his  fears;  and  the  timid  nsnrper,  collecting  a 
treasure  of  10,000  pounds  of  gold,  basely  deserted  bis  wife, 
his  people,  and  his  fortune;  threw  himac^  into  a  bark,  stole 
tfarongh  the  Bosphoms,  and  landed  in  shameful  safety  in  an 
obscure  harbor  of  Thraoe.  As  soon  as  they  were  apprised 
of  his  fiight,  the  Greek  nobles  sought  pardon  and  peace  in 
the  dungeon  where  the  blind  Isaac  expected  each  hoar  the 
visit  at  the  execittioner.  Again  saved  and  exalted  by  the 
vicissitudes  of  fortune,  the  captive  in  his  imperial  zoboi  wsa 
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replaced  on  the  tiirone  and  surroiinded  with  prostrate  slayeg, 
whose  real  terror  itnd  affected  joy  lie  was  incapable  of  dis- 
cerning. At  the  dawn  of  daj  hostilities  were  suspended; 
and  the  Latin  chiefs  were  surprised  by  a  message  from  the 
lawful  and  reigning  emperor,  who  was  impatient  to  embnce 
his  son  and  to  reward  his  generoiis  deliverers.*' 

Bat  these  generoos  deliverers  were  unwilling  to  release 
their  hostage,  till  the/  had  obtained  from  his  father  the 
pajmfliit^  or  si  least  tlie  promise,  of  their  reoompenset  Thej 
ohose  four  ambassadors,  Matthew  o<  liootmorency,  our  his- 
timaB  the  laarehftl  ol  Champagne,  and  two  Venetians,  te 
ooogratalate  the  emperor.  The  gates  (July  19)  were  thrown 
open  on  their  a|ipRMtth,  the  streets  on  both  sides  were  lined 
with  the  baittle>axea  of  the  Danish  and  English  guard;  the 
praseooMhamber  gHtteied  with  gold  and  jewels,  the  false 
nbstitatca  ol  virtae  and  power;  by  the  i^de  of  the  blind 
InaSt  his  wife  was  seated,  the  sister  of  the  king  <rf  Hns^gaty; 
and  bj  her  appearance  tiie  noble  matrona  of  Oreeee  weie 
dimwn  f^m  their  domestie  letireaient,  and  mingled  with  iSb% 
eirele  ol  senatofa  and  soldiers;  The  Latins,  bj  1h*  mowth 
e£  the  marshal,  epoke  like  men  eonscions  of  their  menti| 
but  who  letpeeted  the  work  of  their  own  hands;  and  the 
empetoff  elearlj  nndentood  that  his  son's  engageraeatB  wHh 
YenioB  and  tiie  pilgrims  mnst  be  ratified  without  hesitatioa 
or  delsf.  Withdrawing  into  a  priTnte  chamber  with  the 
empress,  a  chamberlain,  an  interpretnt,  and  the  four  am* 
baasadora,  the  bther  of  joung  Akzins  inquired  with  some 
anxiety  into  the  nature  of  his  stipulations.  The  submission 
e<  the  Eastern  empire  to  the  pope,  the  succor  of  the  Holy 
Land,  and  a  present  contribution  of  200,000  marks  of  silver 
— **Th^e  conditions  are  weighty,"  was  his  prudent  reply; 
**they  are  hard  to  accept,  and  difficult  to  perform.   But  no 


*  ibv  Mm  flrat  8i0fe  and  conqawfi  of  Gomtantmopla,  W9  nay  md  fhs 
original  letter  of  the  crusadera  to  Innocent  III.  (3o8ta,  c.  91,  pp.  S33,  S84. 
Tillohardoahi,  Nob.  75-99.  Nicelas  in  Alexio  Comnon.  I.  IH.  c.  10,  pp.  34»- 
862.  Dendoio,  ht  Chron.  p.  S32.  Gunthor,  nnd  his  abbot  Martin,  wora  noi 
yet  retomed  tnm  Iheir  etitteats  pngrimage  to  Jeruftalem,  er  81  Ma  fAen^ 
wiMc*  lbs  gieeter  pert  ol  tlie  oompeiijr  iMd  died  oi  IIm  pl^iae. 

Toi..  TI.-M 
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conditions  can  exceed  the  measure  of  your  services  and  de- 
serts." After  this  satisfactory  assurance,  the  barons  mounted 
on  horseback,  and  introduced  the  heir  of  Constantinople  to 
the  city  and  palace:  his  youth  and  marvellouB  adventures 
engaged  every  heart  in  his  favor,  and  Alexius  was  solemnly 
crowned  with  his  father  in  the  dome  of  St.  Sophia.  In  the 
first  days  of  his  reign,  the  people,  already  blessed  with  the 
restoration  of  plenty  and  peace,  were  delighted  by  tlie  joyful 
catastrophe  of  the  tragedy;  and  the  discontent  of  the  nobles, 
their  regret  and  their  fears,  were  covered  by  the  polished 
snr£ace  of  pleasure  and  loyalty.  The  mixture  of  two  dis- 
cordant nations  in  the  same  capital  might  have  been  preg- 
nant with  mischief  and  danger;  and  the  suburb  of  Galata,  or 
Fera,  was  assigned  for  the  quarters  of  the  French  and  Yene- 
tians.  But  the  liberty  of  trade  and  familiar  intercourse  wis 
allowed  between  the  friendly  nations;  and  each  day  the  pil* 
grima  were  tempted  by  devotion  or  curiosity  to  visit  tiie 
churches  and  palaces  of  Constantinople.  Their  rude  minds, 
insensible  perhaps  of  tiie  finer  arts,  were  astonished  by  the 
magnificent  scenery;  and  the  poverty  of  tiimr  native  towns 
enhanced  tiie  populousness  and  riches  of  tiie  first  metropolis 
of  Christendom.**  Descending  from  his  state,  young  Alex- 
ius was  prompted  by  interest  and  gratitude  to  repeat  his 
frequent  and  familiar  visits  to  his  Latin  allies;  and  in  the 
freedom  of  the  table  the  gay  petulance  d  the  French  some- 
times forgot  the  emperor  of  the  East**  In  tiieir  more  seri- 
ous conferences,  it  was  agreed  that  the  reunion  of  the  two 
churches  must  be  the  result  of  patience  and  time ;  but  ava- 
rice was  less  tractable  than  zeal;  and  a  large  sum  was  in- 
stantiy  disbursed  to  appease  the  wants  and  silence  the  im- 


*  Oompc^re.  in  the  rad«  mergy  of  Villehardouiii  (Nm.  66,  100),  the  liMidt 

&nd  outside  views  of  Constantinople,  and  their  impression  on  the  minds  of  the 
pilgrims:  oette  ville  (says  he)  que  de  tot^  les  autres*^re  souveraine.  See  the 
parallel  passages  of  Fuloharius  Carnotensis,  Hint.  Hierosol.  1.  i.  c.  4,  and  WHL 
TjT.  ii.  8,  XX.  26. 

*^  As  thej  played  at  dice,  the  Latins  took  oS  his  diadem,  and  clapped  on  his 

head  a  woollen  or  hairy  cap,  re  ^My«Awp«vt«  umi  wmy^knrw  K«r«pptnrMr«i'  aro^«  (Ni« 
cetas,  p.  358).  If  these  merry  oonpiiilOM  wm  ViOSliMlS,  It  WM  Um  IntoltBOt 
e£  trade  and  a  oomiaonwaaUh. 
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porlmil^  of  the  oitBadora.**  Aleziiia  mm  alarmed  bj  tiie 
approaohing  hour  of  tiieir  departure:  their  abeottee  might 
have  reliered  him  from  the  engagement  whieh  he  was  jet 
incapable  of  performing;  bat  his  friencb  ironld  have  left 
him,  naked  and  alone,  to  the  eapriee  and  prejudiee  of  a 
peefldioofl  nation.  He  wished  to  bribe  their  stay,  the  delay 
of  a  year,  by  nndertaldng  to  defray  their  expense,  and  to 
■atisfyf  in  their  name,  the  freight  of  the  Yenetian  vessels. 
The  offer  was  agitated  in  the  council  of  the  barons;  and^ 
after  a  repetition  of  their  debates  and  scruples,  a  majority 
el  votes  again  acquiesced  in  the  advice  of  the  doge  and  the 
prayer  of  the  young  emperor.  At  the  price  of  1,6(X)  pounds 
of  gold,  he  prevailed  on  the  marquis  of  Montfcrnit  to  lead 
him  with  an  army  round  the  provinces  of  Europe;  to  estab- 
lish his  authority,  and  pursue  his  uncle,  while  Constantinople 
was  awed  by  the  presence  of  Baldwin  and  his  confederates 
of  France  and  Flanders.  The  expedition  was  succeBsful; 
the  blind  emperor  exulted  in  the  success  of  his  arms,  and 
listened  to  the  predictions  of  his  flatterers,  that  the  same 
Providence  which  had  raised  him  from  the  dungeon  to  the 
throne  would  heal  his  gout,  restore  his  sight,  and  watch 
over  the  long  prosperity  of  his  reign.  Yet  the  mind  of  the 
suspicious  old  man  was  tormented  by  the  rising  glories  of 
his  son;  nor  could  his  pride  conceal  from  his  envoy,  that, 
while  his  own  name  was  pronounced  in  faint  and  reluctant 
acclamations,  the  royal  youth  was  the  theme  of  spcmtaneous 
and  universal  praise. ** 

By  the  recent  invasion,  the  Greeks  were  awakened  from 
a  dream  of  nine  centuries;  from  the  vain  presumption  that 
the  capital  of  the  Roman  empire  was  impregnable  to  foreign 
arms.    The  strangers  of  the  West  had  violated  the  city,  and 

*  TRIeharAMriii,  No.  101.    Dandolo,  p.  329.   The  doge  mfflrns  mat  tto 

Tetietiana  wore  paid  more  slowly  than  the  French;  bal  he  owns  that  the  his- 
tories of  the  two  nations  differed  on  that  subject.    Had  he  read  Villehardouia? 
The  Greeks  complained,  however,  quod  totiua  Qreecife  opes  transtuIisBet  (Gun 
tiler.  Hist.  0.  P.  c  13).    SeetheluMiiUtionsandmvectivosof  Nicela8(p.  3r>5). 

"  The  reign  of  Alexius  Comnenns  occupies  three  bookn  in  Nicolas,  pp.  291- 
8B2.    The  short  restoration  of  Isaac  and  his  son  is  despatched  in  five  chapters. 
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bestowed  the  sceptre,  of  CoDstantine :  their  Imperiai  clients 
soon  became  as  unpopular  as  themselves:  the  well-known 
vices  of  Isaac  were  rendered  still  more  contemptible  by  his 
infirmities;  and  the  joung  Alexius  was  hated  as  an  apos- 
tate who  had  lenoimoed  the  manners  and  religion  of  his 
oountrj.  His  secret  Goyenaiit  with  the  Latins  was  divulged 
or  suspected;  the  people,  and  especially  the  clergy,  were 
devoaUy  attached  to  their  iaith  and  superstition;  and  every 
convent  and  every  shop,  resounded  with  the  danger  of  the 
church  and  the  tyranny  of  the  pope."  An  empty  treasury 
oould  ill  supply  the  demands  of  regal  luxury  and  foreign 
extortion;  the  Greeks  refused  to  avert,  by  a  general  tax,  the 
impending  evils  of  servitude  and  pillage;  the  oppression  of 
the  ridi  excited  a  more  dangerous  and  personal  resentment; 
and  if  the  emperor  melted  the  plate,  and  despoiled  the  im- 
ages, of  the  sanctoary,  he  seemed  to  justify  the  complaints 
of  heresy  and  sacrilege.  During  the  absence  of  Marquis 
Boniface  and  his  Impmial  pupil,  Constantinople  was  visited 
with  a  calamity  which  might  be  juatiy  imputed  to  the  seal 
and  indiscretion  of  the  Flemish  pilgrUns.*'  In  one  of  their 
visits  to  the  oily  they  were  scandaliaed  by  the  aspect  of  a 
mosque  or  synagogue,  in  which  one  Qod  was  worshipped, 
without  a  partner  or  a  son.  Their  effectual  mode  of  contro- 
versy  was  to  attack  the  infideb  with  the  sword,  and  their 
habitation  with  fire:  but  the  infidels,  and  some  Christian 
neighbors,  presumed  to  defend  their  lives  and  properties; 
and  the  flames  which  bigotry  had  kindled  consumed  the 
most  orthodox  and  innocent  structures.  During  eight  days 
and  nights  the  conflagration  spread  above  a  league  in  front, 
from  the  harbor  to  the  Propontis,  over  the  thickest  and  most 


*  Wbeo  NHSMM  wpnmclbm  AS/uxlvm  for  hb  Impioat  lesgiM,  he  bMlowt  ihb 
hmhillt  n&mea  on  thn  pope's  new  relif^ion ;  tmiov  xai  arortuTarov  .  .  ,  wafi«Krpoirriy 

««A«4««v  v«fMMit  0$mm  (p.  348).   Such  WM  dw  flfnoaTO  laogmge  of  eveiy  Oredc  to 

the  last  gasp  of  the  empire. 

^'  Nicetas  (p.  355)  is  positive  in  the  charge,  and  speciflea  the  Fleming 
UAiiMtom),  though  he  is  wrong  In  eupposing  ti  an  ancient  name.  Vlllehardouin 
(No.  107)  exculpates  the  baroBi,  and  te  tgBOfMil  (perh^pt  effeoledij  IglMCeilt) 
oi  the  names  of  the  guilty. 
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populoofl  regions  of  the  city.  It  is  not  easy  to  count  the 
fetateiy  churches  and  palaces  that  were  reduced  to  a  smoking 
ruin,  to  value  the  merchandise  that  perished  in  the  trading 
etreets,  or  to  number  the  families  that  were  involved  in  the 
common  destruction.  By  this  outrage,  which  the  doge  and 
the  barons  in  vain  affected  to  disclaim,  the  name  of  the 
Latins  became  still  more  unpopular;  and  the  colony  of  that 
nation,  above  15,000  persons,  consulted  their  safety  in  a 
liAStj  retreat  from  the  city  to  the  protection  of  their  standard 
in  the  suburb  of  Pera.  The  emperor  retoraed  in  triumph; 
bat  the  firmest  and  most  dexterous  polioy  would  have  been 
insufficient  to  ateejr  him  through  the  tempest,  which  <yf<er- 
whelmed  the  person  and  government  of  that  anhappy  youth. 
His  own  inclination,  and  his  father's  advice,  attached  him 
lo  hia  benefactors ;  but  Alexioa  hesitated  between  gratitude 
and  patriotism,  between  the  fear  of  hia  aubjeeta  and  of  hia 
alliea.**  By  hia  feeble  and  fluctuating  conduct  he  lost  the 
eataeoi  and  confidenoe  of  both;  and,  while  he  invited  the 
Biarqnia  of  Montfmat  to  occupy  the  palace,  be  anffered 
tbe  noblea  to  ooo^pire,  and  the  people  to  arm,  for  the  de- 
liverance of  their  ooantry.  Begardleas  of  hia  painful  situa- 
tioBy  tbe  Latin  ehielB  repeated  their  demanda,  reaented  bii 
delaya,  anapectod  hia  iatantiona,  and  exacted  a  deoiaiTe  an- 
awer  of  peaoe  or  war.  Tbe  haughty  aommona  waa  detrveted 
by  three  French  knighta  and  three  Venetiaa  de|mtiaa,  wbo 
girded  their  aworda,  mounted  their  honea,  pierced  throng 
i3b%  aagiy  mnltitiidet  and  entered  with  a  fearleaa  oonnte- 
naiice  the  palace  and  preaenoe  el  the  Greek  emperor.  Ik 
a  peremptory  tone  they  recapitulated  their  aervioea  and  hia 
eogagementa;  and  boldly  declared  that,  nnleaa  their  jnat 
dainui  were  folly  and  immediately  aatiafied,  they  almild 
no  longer  hold  him  cither  aa  a  aovmign  or  a  friend.  Afler 
thia  deiance,  the  flrat  that  had  ever  wounded  an  Imperial 
ear,  they  departed  without  betraying  any  symptoma  of  fear; 

<•  OomvM*  tiM  MnpieioM      floapUato  of  Wmkm  {v^  8ia-e62)  wflli 

blunt  charges  of  Baldwin  of  Flanders  (0«i>ta  Tnnocont.  III.  c.  92,  9^mm 
pauiarclia  et  mote  nobilium,  nobis  promiaais  ji^x^axm  at  ■wnrtiT, 
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but  their  escape  from  a  servile  palaoe  and  a  furionB  ci^ 
astoniahed  the  ambasfladors  themselves;  and  their  retam 
to  the  camp  was  the  signal  of  mutual  hostility. 

Among  the  Greeks,  all  authority  and  wisdom  were  over- 
borne bj  the  impetuous  multitude,  who  (a.d.  1204)  mistook 
their  rage  for  valor,  their  numbers  for  strength,  aud  their 
ianatiGism  for  the  support  and  inspiration  of  Heaven.  In 
the  eyes  of  both  nations  Alexins  was  false  and  contempti- 
ble: the  base  and  spurious  race  of  the  Angeli  was  rejected 
with  clamorous  disdain;  and  the  people  of  Constantinople 
encompassed  the  senate,  to  demand  at  their  hands  a  more 
worthy  emperor.  To  every  senator,  conspicuous  by  his  birth 
or  diiputy,  they  anecessively  presented  the  purple:  by  each 
senator  the  deadly  garment  was  repulsed:  the  contest  lasted 
three  days;  and  we  may  learn  from  the  historian  Kicetas, 
one  of  the  members  of  tiie  assembly,  that  fear  and  weakness 
were  the  guardians  of  thdr  loyal^.  A  phantom,  who  van- 
ished in  oblivion,  was  forcibly  proclaimed  by  the  crowd;** 
but  the  author  of  the  tumult,  and  the  leader  of  the  war,  was 
a  prince  of  the  house  of  Bucas;  and  his  common  appellation 
of  Alexius  must  be  discriminated  by  the  epithet  of  Mour- 
eoufle,**  which  in  the  vulgar  idiom  expressed  the  dose  junc- 
tion of  his  black  and  shaggy  eyebrows.  At  once  a  patriot 
and  a  courtier,  the  perfidious  Mouraoufle,  who  was  not  des* 
titnte  of  eunning  and  courage,  opposed  ihe  Latins  botii  in 
speech  and  action,  inflamed  the  passions  and  prejudices  of 
the  Greeks,  and  insinuated  hims^  into  the  favor  and  confi- 
dence of  Alexius,  who  trusted  him  with  the  office  of  great 
chamberlain,  and  tinged  his  buskins  with  the  colors  of  roy- 
alty. At  the  dead  of  night  he  rushed  into  the  bed-chamber 
"witli  an  affrighted  aspect,  exclaiming  that  the  palace  was 
attacked  by  the  people  and  betrayed  by  the  guards.  Start- 


^  His  name  wm  Nicholas  Canabus ;  he  deserved  the  praise  of  Nioetas  and 
tho  vengeance  of  Mourzoufle  (p.  362). 

"  Viilehardouin  (No.  116)  spealcs  of  him  as  a  favorite,  without  knowing  that 
he  was  a  prince  of  the  blood,  Angeius  aud  Ductu.  Ducauge,  who  pries  into 
everj  corner,  believes  him  to  1w  til*  mo  ol  IMM  DoOM  SeitMKWmtor,  toA 
aooood  oouain  of /ooBf  AkadM. 
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ing  from  his  couch,  the  unsuspecting  prince  threw  himself 
into  the  arms  of  his  enemy,  who  had  contrived  his  escape 
by  a  private  staircase.  But  that  staircase  terminated  in  a 
prison;  Alexius  was  (Feb.  8)  seized,  stripped,  and  loaded 
with  chains;  and,  after  tasting  some  days  the  bitterness  of 
death,  he  was  poisoned,  or  strangled,  or  beaten  with  clubs, 
at  the  command,  and  in  the  presence,  of  the  tyrant.  The 
emperor  Isaac  Angelas  soon  followed  his  son  to  the  grave, 
and  Mourzoufle,  perhaps,  might  spare  the  auperfluoiui  oiime 
of  hastening  the  eztinetion  of  impotence  and  blindness. 

The  death  of  the  emperoTB,  and  the  usurpation  of  Mour- 
aoufle,  had  changed  the  nature  of  the  quanel.  It  was  no 
longer  the  disagreement  of  allies  who  over-valued  their 
services,  or  neglected  their  obligations:  the  French  and 
Venetians  foigot  their  complaints  against  Alexins,  dropped 
a  tear  on  the  nntimelj  fate  of  their  companion,  and  swore 
xerenge  against  the  perfidions  nation  who  had  crowned  his 
assassin.  Yet  the  prodent  doge  was  still  inclined  to  negoti- 
ate; he  asked  as  a  debti  a  snfaflidy,  or  a  fine,  60,000  ponnds 
6L  gold,  about  £2,000,000;  nor  wonld  the  conference  haTe 
been  abroptij  broken,  if  tiie  seal,  or  poliej,  of  Monraonfle 
bad  not  ref  need  to  sacrifice  ihe  Greek  ohmeh  to  the  safely  of 
the  state.**  Amid  the  invectlTe  of  bis  foreign  and  domestic 
enemies,  we  may  discern,  that  be  was  not  nnworthy  of  the 
character  which  be  bad  assnmed,  of  the  public  champion: 
the  second  siege  (Jan.-April)  of  Oonstantinople  was  far  more 
laborious  than  the  first;  the  treasury  was  replenished,  and 
disoiplina  was  restored,  by  a  severe  inquisition  into  the 
abuses  of  the  fonner  reign;  and  Mounoi^e,  an  iron  mace 
in  bis  band,  yiaiting  the  posts,  and  affecting  the  port  and 
aspect  of  a  warrior,  was  an  object  of  terror  to  his  soldiers, 
at  least,  and  to  bis  kinsmen.  Before  and  after  the  death  of 
Alexius,  the  Greeks  made  two  vigorous  and  well-condueted 
attempts  to  bum  the  navy  in  the  harbor;  but  the  skill  and 
courage  of  the  Yenetiaiis  repulsed  the  fire-ships;  and  the 

This  nogotiatton,  probable  in  itself,  and  attested  by  Ni''"..*n  (p.  866),  ii 
omittecl  m  traniia^imi  b/  Um  dolicacjr  of  Dandolo  and  ViU«Lanluuia. 
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vagrant  flames  ^rarted  themselves  without  injury  in  the  sea." 
In  a  nocturnal  sally  the  Greek  emperor  was  vanquished  by 
Henry,  brother  of  the  count  of  Flanders:  the  advantages  of 
number  and  surprise  aggravated  the  shame  of  his  defeat;  his 
buckler  was  found  on  the  field  of  battle;  and  the  Inipenal 
standard,"  a  divine  image  of  the  Virgin,  was  presented,  as 
a  trophy  and  a  relic,  to  the  Cistercian  monks,  the  disci })les 
of  St.  Bernard.  Near  three  months,  without  excepting  the 
holy  season  of  Lent,  were  consumed  in  skirmishes  and  prep- 
arations, before  the  Latins  were  ready  or  resolved  for  a  gen- 
eral assault  The  land  fortifications  had  been  found  im- 
pregnable; and  the  Venetian  pilots  represented  that,  on 
the  shore  of  the  Propontia,  the  anchorage  was  unsafe,  and 
the  ships  must  be  driven  by  the  current  far  away  to  the 
straits  of  the  Ilcllespont;  a  prospect  not  unpleasing  to  the 
reluctant  pilgrims,  who  sought  ever}'  opportunity  of  break- 
ing the  army.  From  the  harbor,  therefore,  the  assault  was 
determined  by  the  assailants,  and  expected  by  the  besieged; 
and  the  emperor  had  placed  bis  scarlet  pavilions  on  a  neigh- 
boring he^hti  to  direct  and  animate  the  efforts  of  his  troops. 
A  feajcless  spectator^  wkose  mind  could  entertain  tfaa  ideae 
cf  pomp  and  plearave,  might  have  admired  the  long  arraj  of 
two  mbatUed  anmea,  which  extended  aboTe  half  a  leagna, 
ilie  one  on  the  ships  and  galleys,  the  other  om  the  wails  and 
towen  Yaised  above  the  ordinaiy  le¥«l  by  seTeral  stages  ol 
wooden  tnrrete.  Their  first  fnry  was  spent  in  the  diaehaigs 
ol  dartSy  stones,  and  firo,  from  the  engines;  bat  ^km  water 
was  deep;  the  French  were  bold;  the  Venetiana  wm  skil- 
ful; Ikief  appraaohed  the  walls;  and  a  deaperate  coafliol 
of  awords,  speara,  and  battle-ax«8,  was  fought  on  the  tresi* 
bling  bridges  thsi  grappled  ihe  floating,  to  the  stable,  haS- 
teries.    In  more  than  a  hundred  places  the  assauH  was 

"  Baldwin  meations  both  attompta  to  firo  the  fleet  (Gost.  c.  9i,  p.  634); 
YUiehardouin  (No.  113}  only  describes  the  UreU  It  is  remarkubie  Ih^t  oeilber 
obMnm  anj  peculiar  propeitfM  in  the  Oreck  fli«. 

"  Ducanpro  (No.  119)  pours  forth  a  torrent  of  learning  on  the  Gon/anon 
Jmftriak  Thia  baouer  ol  the  Yiigin  ia  ahovn  m  VenU^  aa  »  trophy  and  relic: 
it  a  be  genuiMb  the  ptoua  4ob»  wmM  haan  ciiaiUdl  the  malni  <i  CHiaif, 
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mged,  and  the  defence  was  sustained;  till  the  superiority 
of  ground  and  numbers  finally  preyailed,  and  the  Latin 
trumpets  sounded  a  retreat.  On  the  ensuing  days  the  at 
tack  was  renewed  with  equal  vigor,  and  a  similar  event; 
and  in  the  night  the  doge  and  the  barons  held  a  council, 
apprehensive  only  for  the  public  danger:  not  a  voice  pro* 
nounced  the  words  of  escape  or  treaty;  and  each  warrior, 
according  to  his  temper,  embraced  the  hope  of  victory  or 
the  assurance  of  a  glorious  death.'*  By  the  experience  of 
the  former  siege,  the  Greeks  were  instructed,  but  the  Latins 
irare  animatsd;  and  tiie  knowledge  that  Constantinople  might 
be  taken  was  6L  more  avail  than  the  local  precautions  which 
that  knowledge  had  inspired  for  its  defence.  In  the  third 
assault  two  riiips  were  linked  together  to  double  their 
strength;  a  strong  north  wind  drove  them  on  the  shore; 
the  bishops  of  Troyes  and  Soissons  led  the  van;  and  the 
auspicious  names  d  the  pilgrim  and  the  paradSae  resounded 
along  the  line.**  The  episc(»pal  banners  were  displayed  on 
the  walls;  a  hundred  marks  silver  had  been  promised  to 
the  first  adventurers;  and  if  their  reward  was  intercepted 
by  death,  their  names  have  been  immortaUaed  by  fame. 
Four  towers  were  scaled;  three  gates  were  burst  open;  and 
the  Frencb  knights,  who  might  tremble  on  the  waves,  felt 
themselves  invincible  on  horseback  on  the  solid  ground. 
Shan  I  relate  that  the  thousands  who  guarded  ^e  em- 
peror's person  fled  on  ^e  approach  and  before  the  lance 
of  a  single  warrior?  Their  ignominious  flight  is  attested  by 
their  countryman  Nicetas;  an  army  of  phantoms  marched 
with  the  French  hero,  and  he  was  magnified  to  a  giant  in 
the  eyes  of  the  Greeks.**    While  the  fugitives  deserted  their 


*  VUMMfdmiin  (No.  126)  confenea  that  mnh  ere  grant  peril;  and  (hm- 
therus  (Hist.  C.  P.  c.  13)  affirma  that  nulla  Bpos  victorire  arridero  poterat.  Yet 
thft  knight  despises  those  who  thouy^ht  of  fligbtt  And  the  moak  praisea  hit  oottn- 
tfyoMa  wbo  w«re  resolved  on  death.  % 

^  Baldwin.  «id  all  tli»  wriien,  honor  tlio  nameo  of  thoao  two  gal^yt,  faUd 
aoipicio. 

**  With  au  allusion  to  Homer.  Nicetas  calls  him  irv  opv»»«<.  nine  orgfti,  or 
tighlaon  jards  high,  a  stature  which  wooid  hideed  hare  oxcuaod  the  terror  of  the 
OwalM.  On  tUa  oooaiton  tho  biatocian  aoema  fonder  of  the  marfoUoua  than  U 
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poelB  ftnd  cast  awaj  their  arms^  the  Latins  entered  the  oil/ 
under  the  bannera  of  their  leaders:  the  streets  and  gates 
opened  for  their  passage;  and  either  deaigii  or  accident 
kindled  a  third  oonflagration,  which  consumed  in  a  fair 
hours  the  measure  of  three  o£  the  largest  cities  of  Franoa.** 
In  the  close  of  eyening,  the  barons  checked  their  troopa 
and  fortified  their  stations;  they  were  awed  by  the  extant 
and  popnlousnesB  of  the  capital,  which  might  yet  reqam 
the  labor  of  a  month,  if  the  ohnrehes  and  palaeaa  mm 
conscious  ol  their  internal  strength,  fiat  in  tlie  morning 
a  suppliant  procession,  with  cfossoe  and  images,  aonoimoed 
the  snbmisaioa  of  the  Greeks,  sad  deprecated  the  wialh  ol 
the  conqueorors;  the  naiirper  eseapad  through  Ibo  goldea 
gate;  the  palaces  of  BUehenim  and  Booedkeon  were  oestt- 
pied  by  the  count  of  Flanden  and  the  maqois  of  Mont* 
ferrat;  and  iha  empire  which  still  bore  the  name  of  Oob- 
stantina,  and  the  titie  of  Boman,  waa  aubTcrtsd  by  the  aima 
of  the  Latin  pilgrims. 

GonstaDtin<^le  had  bean  taken  by  atotm;  and  no 
.  straintSy  ezoept  those  of  lefigion  and  hunumity,  nera  inn- 
posed  on  the  oonquciors  by  the  laws  ol  war.  Bosifaee^ 
marquis  of  Montfemi,  still  acted  as  their  general;  and  tiie 
Greeks,  who  rcYcred  bis  name  as  that  of  tlmir  fvfiue  eoTsr* 
agn,  were  heard  to  exclaim  in  a  lamentable  toae^  ^*HoIy 
msrquia-king,  haye  mercy  upon  nsl'*  His  pmdenee  er  oom* 
passion  opened  the  gates  of  the  city  to  the  fngitiTsa;  and  be 
exhorted  the  soldiers  of  the  cross  to  ^are  the  Htcs  ol  their 


his  country,  or  perbape  <tf  truth.  Baldwin  exdahna  in  the  worda  of  the  pwilnii«t» 
poreeqiiitur  warn  «z  aoMe  eenlufli  tUeotM. 

'1  Villpliarfloiiiii  (N'o.  HO)  is  airnin  ijfnornnt  of  the  authors  of  (hi$  more 
legitimate  fire,  which  is  ascribed  bj  Gunlher  toaquidam  comes  Teutonicua  (c.  14). 
They  smui  adiamed,  the  iMeadterletl 

For  tho  second  siege  and  conquest  of  Constantinople,  see  Villehardonin 
(Noe.  113-132),  Baldwin*a  iid  EptsUe  to  Innocent  III.  (Gesta.  c  M.  p.  M4)| 
with  the  whole  reign  of  >lourzoufl«,  in  Nicetas  (p.  363);  and  borrow  soma  MMi 
from  Dandolo  (Chroo.  Veoek  ^  82S)  and  Gunther  (Hiat.  C.  P.  «.  14>,  who  add 
the  decorations  of  prophecy  Rud  vision.  The  formpr  produp<^s  an  oracle  of  tha 
Erythraiaa  sibyl,  of  a  great  anuameat  on  the  Uadriatic,  under  a  bhnd  chief, 
against  ^yMwtinin,  ata.  CSmtant  VMNigli,  wots  Urn  pniitltaa  tamim  i»  tte 
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fellow  Christians.  The  streams  of  blood  that  flow  down  the 
pages  of  Nicetas  may  be  reduced  to  the  slaughter  of  2,000  of 
his  Tinresisting  countrymen;*'  and  the  greater  part  was  mas* 
sacred,  not  by  the  strangers,  but  bj  the  Latins,  who  bad 
been  driven  from  the  city,  and  who  exeroised  the  leyenge 
of  a  triumphant  faction.  Yet  of  these  exiles,  some  were  less 
mindful  of  injuries  than  of  benefits;  and  Nicetas  himself 
was  indebted  for  his  safety  to  the  generosity  of  a  Venetian 
merchant  Pope  Innocent  the  Third  aocnses  the  pilgrims 
of  respecting  neither  age  nor  sex,  nor  religious  profession', 
and  bitterly  laments  that  the  deeds  of  darkness  were  per- 
petrated in  open  day.  It  is  indeed  probable  that  the  license 
of  Tietoiy  prompted  and  covered  a  multitude  of  sins;  the 
marqnis  of  Montferrat  was  the  patnm  of  discipline  and  de* 
oeney;  the  count  of  Flanders  was  the  mirror  of  chastity: 
they  had  forbidden,  under  pain  of  death,  the  rape  of  mar- 
ried women,  or  yiigins,  or  nuns;  and  the  proclamation  was 
iometimes  inyoked  by  the  vanqnished  and  respected  by  the 
▼ictors.  Their  cmelty  and  Inst  were  moderated  by  the  an- 
thori^  of  the  chiefs,  and  feelings  of  the  soldiers;  for  we  are 
no  longer  describing  an  iimption  of  the  northern  sayages; 
and  however  ferodons  tiiey  might  still  appear,  time,  policy, 
and  religion,  had  ciyUiaed  the  manners  of  the  Frendi,  and 
•till  man  of  the  Italians.  Bnt  n  free  scope  was  allowed  to 
their  ayaiiee,  which  waa  glutted,  even  in  the  holy  week, 
by  the  pillage  of  Constantinople.  The  right  of  victory, 
unshackled  by  any  promise  or  trea^,  had  confiscated  the 
public  and  private  wealth  of  the  Greeks;  and  every  hand| 
according  to  its  iiae  and  strength,  might  lawfully  execute 
the  sentence  and  aeiae  the  forfeiture.  A  portable  and  uni- 
Tersal  standard  of  exchange  was  found  in  the  coined  and 
uncoined  metals  of  gold  and  silver,  which  each  captor  at 
home  or  abroad  might  convert  into  the  possessions  most 
suitable  to  his  temper  and  situation.    Of  the  treasures, 


■  OnMwiM<  tuMD  44  dfhim  qnafll  duo  mOli^  «la  (QoDdiar,  e.  18>. 
Arithmttto  It  aa  •naDiBt  twMhrtoiw  to  tiy  tbs  anpUflMllow  «C  poMkn  ond 
ilMlorio. 


Digitized  by  Google 


180  TBE  DECUm  AHD  FALL 


whieli  trade  and  lozofy  had  accumulated,  the  ailka,  vel- 
yeli,  fata,  Ae  gems,  apiees,  and  rich  moTablea,  wen  the 
meet  predonSi  aa  they  could  not  be  procured  for  monej 
in  the  rader  eoimtriea  of  Bniope.  An  order  of  rapine  waa 
inatitated;  nor  waa  the  ahaie  of  eaeh  individnal  abandoned 
to  indoatrj  or  ehanoe.  Under  the  tremendona  penahiea 
of  peijmj,  ezcommnnieation,  and  death,  the  Latina  were 
bound  to  deliver  their  plunder  into  the  common  atock: 
three  ehvn^ea  were  aeleoted  for  the  depoait  and  dntribn* 
tion  of  the  apoil:  a  aingle  ahare  waa  allotted  to  a  foot  aol- 
dier;  two  Uxt  a  aergeant  on  horaeback;  fonr  to  a  knight; 
aad  larger  proportiona  aeeoiding  to  the  rank  and  merit  of 
the  barons  and  princes.  For  yiolating  this  sacred  engage- 
ment, a  knight  belonging  to  the  connt  of  St  Pol  waa  hanged 
with  hia  shield  and  coat-of-arma  round  his  neck:  hia  exam* 
pie  might  render  aimilar  offendera  more  artful  and  diaoreet; 
but  avarice  waa  more  powerful  tiiaa  lear;  and  it  n  generallj 
believed  that  the  aeeret  fturezeeeded  the  acknowledged  plun- 
der. Tet  the  magnitude  of  tiie  prize  surpassed  the  largest 
scale  of  experience  or  expectation.*  After  the  whole  had 
been  equally  divided  between  the  French  and  Venetians, 
60,000  marks  were  deducted  to  satisfy  the  debts  of  the 
former  and  the  demands  of  the  latter.  The  residue  of 
the  French  amounted  to  400,000  marks  of  silver, about 
J6800,000;  nor  can  I  better  apy>reciate  the  value  of  that 
sum,  in  the  public  and  private  transactions  of  the  age, 
than  by  defining  it  as  seven  times  the  annual  revenue  of 
the  kingdom  of  England.** 


Of  the  general  mass  of  wealth,  Ganther  obeerree,  at  do  pauperibus  eC 
■dreDis  civea  diUaaiini  raddereutur  (Hisi.  0.  P.  o.  \M)i  Villebftrdouio  (Na  182^ 
that  Binoo  tho  creation,  ne  fu  tant  gaai^nt(<  dnit^  uiMViUa;  iialdiriB  (GMfia»  0> 
92),  lit  tanttiin  tuta  nou  videatur  pcwHidere  Luliniiaa. 

VillohardouiD,  Nos.  133-136.  Instead  of  400, (HM,  there  various  read* 
inj:;  of  riO'i  OOO.  Tho  Vtmetians  had  offered  to  take  tho  whole  booty,  and  to  ^^ive 
400  marks  to  each  knight,  200  to  each  prieet  and  boraeinaa,  and  100  to  each 
loot  soldier:  thaj  wooM  have  been  gfeet  loeeni  Bean,  Btat.  dn  Bia-AnpiBew 
XX.  606.    I  know  not  from  whence). 

*  At  the  oouucU  of  Ljona  (a.d.  1346),  the  English  ambassadofB  stated  liia 
TCMiNwef  the  erovm  as  betovttatoff  Ito  ftrafn  dergy,  wfafoh  amoiinlBd  to 
«0,0M  mMtoa  jew  (IfaktOww  Parii,  461.  Hubm*!  Hiik  of  ttngland,  U.  ITfl). 
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1m  tlni  giMt  iv7ohi*ioB  6ii|o j  tiie  wigakr  iBttntf 
of  eois|MDEmg  tke  BMWtiveB  ei  Yiikhndons  and  Kioetas, 
tin  oppoate  foelings  o£  the  imnwhal  of  Ofaampagne  and  the 
'BynaianoA  leiuiAor.**  Al  tiie  tel  yiew  it  Bh<mld  leem  that 
the  with  of  Constantinople  was  only  transferred  from  one 
nation  to  anotlier;  and  that  the  loss  and  sorrow  ol  the  Greeks 
is  exaetlj  balanced  by  the  joy  and  advantage  of  the  Liitius. 
Bnt  in  the  miserable  account  of  war,  the  gain  is  never  equiv- 
alent to  the  loss,  the  pleasure  to  the  pain:  the  smilea  of  the 
Latins  were  transient  and  fallacious;  Uie  Greeks  forever 
wept  over  the  ruins  of  their  country;  and  their  real  calami- 
ties were  aggravated  by  sacrilege  and  mockery.  What  ben- 
efits accrued  to  the  conquerors  from  the  three  fires  which 
annihilated  so  vast  a  portion  of  the  buildings  and  riches  of 
the  city?  What  a  stock  of  such  things,  as  could  neither 
be  used  nor  transported,  was  maliciously  or  wantonly  de- 
stroyed! How  much  treasure  was  idly  wasted  in  gaming, 
debauchery,  and  riot!  And  what  precious  objecta  were 
bartered  for  a  vile  price  by  the  impatience  or  ignorance  of 
the  soldiers,  whose  reward  was  stolen  by  the  base  industry 
of  the  last  of  the  Greeks!  These  alone,  who  had  nothing  to 
lose,  might  derive  some  profit  from  the  revolution;  but  the 
misery  of  the  upper  ranks  of  society  ia  strongly  painted  in 
the  personal  adventures  of  Nicetas  himself.  His  ntately  pal- 
ace had  been  reduced  to  ashes  in  the  second  conflagration; 
and  the  senator,  with  his  family  and  friends,  found  an  ob- 
scare  shelter  in  another  house  which  he  possessed  near  the 
elMirch  of  St.  Sophia.  It  was  the  door  of  this  mean  habita- 
tkm  that  bis  friend,  the  Yenetaan.  merchant,  giuadad  in  the 
disguise  of  a  soldier,  till  Nicetaa  could  save,  by  a  precipitate 
fl^htf  the  relics  of  his  fortone  and  the  chasti^  of  his  daugh- 
ter. Id  s  cold  wintiy  naeDBy  these  fegitiTeSt  nmrsed  in  the 
lap  of  prosperity,  departed  en  foot;  his  wife  was  with  child; 
the  dwertioii  ef  their  akms  compelled  them  to  carry  their 

^  Tbe  diaofdflti  of  tbe  aaek  of  OoMtantloople,  and  his  own  adTentures,  are 
iMHngly  described  by  Nicetas.  p.  SSI,  and  in  the  Status  Urb.  C.  P.  870.  His 
eMipliiitii  •vm  U  Mchkga  mm  juatifiad  by  lanoeaat  III.  {Qmlm^  o,  at);  but 
Tillthsfdmiiii  dMi  aok  botnj  a  if  mptom  of  pity  or  MMOMb. 
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baggage  on  their  own  shoulders;  and  their  women,  wliom 
they  placed  in  the  centre,  were  exhorted  to  couceal  their 
beauty  with  dirt,  instead  of  adorning  it  with  paint  and 
jewels.  Every  step  was  exposed  to  insult  and  danger:  the 
threats  of  the  strangers  were  less  painful  than  the  taunts  of 
the  plebeians,  with  whom  they  were  now  levelled;  nor  did 
the  exiles  breathe  in  safety  till  their  moomful  pilgrimige  was 
concluded  at  Selymbria,  above  forty  miles  from  the  capital. 
Oa  their  way  they  oyertook  the  patriarch,  without  attend* 
ance  and  almost  without  apparel,  riding  on  an  ass,  and  re- 
duced to  a  state  of  apostolical  poyertj,  which,  had  it  been 
voluntary,  might  ])erhaps  have  been  meritorious.  In  the 
meanwhile  the  desolAte  churches  were  profaned  by  the  li- 
centiousness and  partjr  seal  of  the  Latins.  After  stripping 
the  gems  and  pearls,  they  converted  the  chalices  into  drink- 
ing-cups ;  their  tables,  on  which  they  gamed  and  feasted,  were 
coyered  with  the  pictures  of  Ohrisl  and  the  saints;  and  they 
trampled  under  foot  the  most  renerable  objects  of  the  Chris- 
tian wonhip.  In  the  cathedxal  of  St  Sophia,  the  ample  yeil 
of  the  sanctuary  was  rent  asunder  for  the  sake  of  the  golden 
fringe;  and  the  altar,  a  monument  of  art  and  riches,  was  bro- 
ken in  pieces  and  shared  among  the  captors.  Their  mules 
and  horMs  were  laden  with  the  wron^t  sUyer  sod  gilt  oarF- 
ings,  which  they  tore  down  from  the  doors  and  pulpit;  and 
if  the  beasts  stumbled  under  the  burden,  they  were  stabbed 
by  their  impatient  driveis,  and  the  holy  pavement  streamed 
with  their  impure  blood.  Nor  were  the  repositories  ci  the 
royal  dead  secure  from  violation:  in  the  Ohuroh  of  the  Apes- 
ilM,  the  tombs  of  the  emperors  were  rifled;  and  it  is  said 
that  after  six  centuries  the  corpse  of  Justinian  was  found 
without  any  signs  of  decay  or  putrefootion.  In  the  streets, 
the  Frendi  and  Flemings  clothed  themselves  and  their  horses 
in  painted  robes  and  flowing  headdresses  of  linen;  and  the 
coarse  intemperance  of  their  feasts**  insulted  the  splendid 


"  IiIi%hd7appf«li«idtteGfMkfl<ll1eM*tnMipli»thrir<MWltBdiite 

yhvTQ  boiled  btittockB  of  beef,  Mit  pOCk  Mid  ptl%  tOd  Ml^  SUldi  OC  tgUlSc  mA 
■harp  or  sour  herbs  (p.  362). 
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■ohri^y  of  tbe  East  To  expose  the  arms  <if  a  yeaflig  of 
•eriWff  and  icbolars,  tbegrafiected  to  di^ay  a  pen,  an  ink- 
koniy  and  a  abeei  oL  paper,  witboat  discerning  that  the  m- 
itrumenta  of  scienca  Mid  valor  were  alifa  laeble  and  iiiwlMa 
io  the  handa  of  the  laodem  Greeio. 

TJnir  repatation  and  their  langnaga  eneonraged  tkm, 
Wwaver,  to  despise  the  ignorance,  and  to  oveiiook  the  prog- 
ress, qI  the  Latins.*  In  the  love  ol  the  arts,  the  nattoariil 
diifEerence  was  atill  aiore  obvioua  and  real;  the  Greeks  pre- 
oerred  wHk  revecenee  liie  vorki  of  their  anoeston,  whiak 
they  eooH  net  imitate;  aad^  m  the  deetraoiMm  of  1^  atataea 
of  Cooatnlinepla,  we  are  provoked  to  join  in  the  eoaupkanli 
and  inreetWea  of  the  Byaaatbie  hiatorian.**  We  have  seen 
how  the  nBig  city  was  adorned  by  the  Tanity  and  dei^Kit* 
iaaft  of  liie  Imperial  founder;  in  tiie  nuna  of  Pagaiuam  sone 
gods  and  heroes  wete  asTod  front  the  axe  of  aopentitm; 
and  tkelofnim  and  hippodrone  were  dignified  wHh  tlie  reiioa 
of  a  belter  age;  Several  of  theae  ne  deaeribed  by  Kieetaa,** 
in  a  florid  and  affeetad  style;  and,  from  his  de8oriplions»  I 
aiiaU  aeleot  some  inleraeting  paitieiilam  1.  Tlie  Tiotorimia 
oliarioteerB  were  eaat  in  bronaa,  at  their  awn,  er  the  pnMiei 
oKiaige,  and  fitly  placed  in  the  Irippodrome;  tihey  Blood  aMI 
in  their  ohariota,  wheeling  round  the  goal ;  tke  apeetatota 
oonld  admira  Aeir  attitade,  and  judge  ef  the  resembluiee; 
and  of  theae  flgorea,  liw  moat  perfect  might  ba?e-been  tiana- 
ported  frow.  ^  Olympie  atadinm.  %  The  i^hynx,  rirer^ 
hone,  and  eiwaodila  deiwla  Hie  ofiainla  and  manatotafe  el 

^  Nicetas  uses  very  harsh  expressions,  vop*  a-ypi^ortw  lUp^opou,  nkttm 
•roii^irrMt  (Pragmenk  ftpud  Fabric  Bibliot.  Grsee.  vL  414).  This  reproach^ 
Ufa  tnw^  apfMwiiBoit  ^ximt^f  to  tMr  ^amnmob  d  Qrmk  tmdtiWomm,  H 
thoir  own  langimij^,  the  Latinn  of  the  xiitb  and  xiiitb  centurietiraM  flOt  dHtt- 
tuto  of  literatare.    Uarris's  Philolog.  Inquir.  Hi.  c.  8,  10,  II. 

NimM«M«CCfaaBMhiPfaryfnA(thtol40olBMaf  81  fmOft  h»nM 
liimsolf  to  the  honors  of  senalor.  Judge  of  tlM  veJl,  and  great  logothote;  beheld 
the  fall  of  the  empire,  retired  u>  Nice,  and  compoeed  an  elaborate  hiatory  iron 
tte  imfk  «i  Jdnam  Oooniflma  to-tiM  nigi»aiHeaff. 

A  manuscript  of  Nicetas,  in  the  Bodleian  library,  oontainn  ihia  cnrious 
InguMot  on  the  statues  ot  Oi>nstaatinopl%  witieh  fraod,  or  ehame,  or  rather 
earekneneas,  has  dropped  in  the  oommea  •^naona.  It  Is  puMiM  bj  fUMlt 
iBtbiiec  drme.  ri.  40^-416).  and  hMMlOTM^fniMi  ly  Iknte  «l  WMmf 
(Philolog.  Inquir.  p.  iiU  o.  6.  SOI). 
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Egypt,  and  the  spoils  of  that  ancient  province.  8.  The  she- 
wolf  suckling  Romulus  and  Remus;  a  subject  alike  pleasing 
to  the  old  and  the  new  Romans;  but  which  could  rarely  be 
treated  before  the  decline  of  the  Greek  Heul|)ture.  4.  An 
eagle  holding  and  tearing  a  serpent  in  his  tjilous;  a  domestic 
monument  of  the  Byzantines,  which  they  ascribed,  not  to  a  liu- 
man  artist,  but  to  the  magic  power  of  the  philosopher  Apol- 
lonins,  who,  by  this  talisman,  delivered  the  city  from  such 
venonious  reptiles.  6.  An  ass  and  his  driver;  which  were 
erected  by  Augustus  in  his  colony  of  Nicopolis,  to  com- 
memorate a  verbal  omen  of  the  victory  of  Actium.  6.  An 
equestrian  statue;  which  passed,  in  the  vulgar  opinion,  for 
Joshua,  the  Jewish  conqueror,  stretching  out  his  hand  to 
stop  the  course  of  the  descending  sun.  A  more  classical 
tradition  recognized  the  figures  of  Bellerophon  and  Pegasus; 
and  the  free  attitude  of  the  steed  seemed  to  mark  that  he 
trod  on  air  rather  than  on  the  earth.  7.  A  square  and  lofty 
obelisk  of  brass;  the  sides  were  embossed  with  a  variety  of 
picturesque  and  rural  scenes:  birds  singing;  rustics  labor- 
ing, or  plajing  on  their  pipes;  sheep  bleating;  lambs  skip- 
ping; the  sea,  and  a  Boene  of  £3h  kbA  fishing  ;  little  naked 
cupids  laughing,  playing,  and  pelting  each  other  with  ap- 
ples; and,  on  the  summit,  a  female  figure  turning  with  the 
slightest  breath,  and  thence  denominated  the  wind's  attend- 
ant.  8.  The  Phrygian  shepherd  presenting  to  Yenos  the 
prise  of  beauty,  the  apple  of  discord.  9.  The  incomparalkle 
statue  of  Helen;  which  is  delineated  by  Nioelas  in  the  wordi 
ol  admiration  and  loye:  her  well-tnmed  feet,  anowj  arms, 
rosy  lip^  bewitching  smiles,  swimming  eyes,  arehed  eye- 
brows, the  harmony  of  her  shape,  the  lightness  of  her 
drapery,  and  her  flowing  locks  that  waved  in  the  wind:  a 
beauty  that  might  haye  moyed  her  Barbarian  destroyers 
to  pi^  and  remorse.  10.  The  manlj  or  diyine  form  of 
Hercules,**  as  he  was  restored  to  ^e  by  the  master-hand 

**  To  flhiBtrate  the  ftatne  of  Horeokt,  Hinto  qoolM  «  Greek  epigram,  and 

emgravoa  a  beautiful  gem,  which  does  not  however  copy  tho  attitndB  of  t}ie 
■tauie;  In  tbe  IftMer,  Beiwitoi  Jiad  ooi  liio  ckib^  mi  Jue  tigiifc  kg  and  «n&  weco 
eorttinilpd- 
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of  Lynpptu;  of  such  magnitnde,  that  hk  tlramb  was  equal 
to  the  waist,  his  leg  to  the  stature,  of  a  common  mui^  his 
dMBi  ample,  his  shouldecs  broad,  inft  lamJtm  strong  and  mus- 
edsr,  his  hior  enrled,  his  aqieot  commandliig.  Withovt  his 
bow,  or  quiyer,  or  ehib,  hiii  lion's  skin  carelessly  thrown 
over  him,  he  was  seated  on  an  osier  basket,  his  right  leg 
and  ann  sferetohod  to  the  utmost,  his  left  knee  bent,  and 
su{^[HVting  bn  elbow,  his  head  reclining  on  his  left  band, 
his  oountenance  indignant  and  pensiTS.  11.  A  oolossal 
staitiio  oi  Jnno,  whioh  had  oooe  adorned  her  lesapio  of 
Samos;  the  eaonnons  head  was  laborionslj  drawn  to  the 
palaoe  bj  fov  joke  of  ozsn*  ML  Another  oolosatts,  of 
Pallas  or  Minerta,  tiiirty  feet  in  heigbt,  and  representing 
with  adsBuable  spirit  the  attribntos  and  cbaraeter  of  the 
martial  maid.  Beiore  we  aoeose  tbe  Latins,  it  is  jnst  to 
remark,  that  this  Pallas  was  destroyed  after  the  first  nsge, 
bv  the  fear  and  aasentition  of  the  Greeks  themselves.** 
The  other  statues  of  brass  whioh  I  haye  ennmerated  were 
broken  and  melted  bj  the  nnfeefing  avarioe  of  the  era- 
seders:  the  eost  and  labor  were  oonsnmed  in  a  moment; 
the  8onl  of  genius  OTi^porated  in  smoke;  and  the  Mmnaut 
of  baee  metal  was  coined  into  monej  for  it^  payment  of 
the  troops.  Bronae  is  not  the  meet  darable  of  monnments: 
from  the  marble  forms  of  Phidias  and  Ptazileles,  the  Lat- 
ins might  turn  aside  with  stqpid  contempt;**  bnt  unless  they 
were  emshed  by  some  soeidental  injury,  those  useless  stones 
stood  secure  on  their  pedeetals. — Winnkaibnai.  Hist,  de  1*  Art, 
ill.  269.  The  most  enlightened  of  the  strangers,  aboye  the 
gross  and  sensual  pursuits  of  their  countrymen,  more  piously 

I  transcribe  these  proporfionn,  which  appear  to  me  inconaiatent  with  esdi 
other ;  aod  may  poenibly  show  thai  the  boasted  taste  of  Nicetas  was  no  more 
thaa  alleeuitkm  aod  Tanity. 

•*  Nicctna  in  Isaaco  Angelo  et  Aloxio,  c.  3,  p.  359.  Tim  Latin  affitor  Torj 
properly  obeerrea  that  the  historian,  in  his  bombast  style,  products  w  pulict 
elephanleiiL 

*  In  two  passa^rrs  of  Nicetns  (od.  Paris,  p.  360.  Fabric,  p.  408),  the  Latlna 
are  branded  with  the  lively  reproach  of  ^  wiA«»  wi^—w  fim^w^mt  and  their 
aTariee  <A  brass  it  clearly  expreeeed.  TeC  the  Ttnetiaiu  bed  the  awrit  of 
rtnoving  foar  bronze  hur^es  from  Constantinople  to  the  plate  li  Meifc 
(Seaoto^  Yile  del  Dogi,  in  Munk  Scripu  Bar.  Itel.  nii.  684J. 
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exercised  the  right  of  conquest  in  the  search  and  seizure  of 
the  relics  of  the  saints. •*  Immense  was  the  supply  of  heads 
and  bones,  crosses  and  images,  that  were  scattered  by  this 
revolution  over  the  churches  of  Europe;  and  such  was  the 
increase  of  pilgrimage  and  oblation  that  no  branch,  perhaps, 
of  more  lucrative  plunder  was  imported  from  the  East. — 
Fleury,  Hist.  Eccles.  xvi.  189.  Of  the  writings  of  antiquity, 
many  that  still  existed  in  the  twelfth  century  are  now  lost. 
But  the  pilgrims  were  not  solicitous  to  save  or  transport  th(^ 
volumes  of  an  unknown  tongue:  the  perishable  substance 
of  paper  or  parchment  can  only  be  preserved  by  the  multi- 
plicity of  copies;  the  literature  of  the  Greeks  had  almost 
centred  in  the  metropolis;  and,  without  computing  the  ex- 
tent of  our  loss,  we  may  drop  a  tear  over  the  libraries  that 
Lave  periahed  in  the  triple  fire  of  Conatantinople." 


••  See  the  pious  robbery  of  the  abbot  Martin,  who  transferred  a  rich  cargo 
to  hia  monaatery  of  Paris,  diocese  of  fiaail  (Gunther,  Hist.  0.  P.  c  19,  23,  24). 
Tei,  in  secretiog  this  booty,  the  saint  incurred  an  excommunication,  and  per 
hips  broke  his  oath. 

I  shall  conclude  this  chapter  with  the  notice  of  a  modem  history,  whi<dk 
iUoatrates  the  taking  of  Constantinople  by  the  Latins ;  but  which  has  fallen 
■oaNfirluit  late  into  my  hands.  Paolo  Ramusio,  the  son  of  the  compiler  of  toj> 
ages,  was  directed  by  the  senate  of  Venice  to  write  the  history  of  the  conquest; 
and  this  order,  which  he  received  in  his  youth,  he  oxocutcd  in  a  mature  age, 
hftm  elegant  Latin  work,  de'Bello  GonstantinopoHtano  et  Imporatoribus  Com- 
Mais  per  Oalloii  ot  Yenetos  restitutio  (Vonct.  1636,  fol.).  Rainueio,  or  Rham- 
inisus,  transcribes  and  translates  sequitur  ad  unguem,  a  US,  of  Viilchardouin, 
wUdi  ho  poMeesed ;  but  he  enriches  his  narrraTe  with  Greek  and  Latin  ma* 
terials,  and  we  are  indebted  to  him  for  a  correct  state  of  the  fleet,  the  names 
of  the  fifty  Venetian  nobles  who  commanded  the  gailers  of  the  republic,  and  the 
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ParHHon  of  the  Empire  hy  the  French  and  Venetians — Fiife 
Latin  Emperors  of  the  Bouses  of  Flanders  and  CourU' 
nay — Thmr   Wars  against  Vie  Bulgarians  and  Greeks — 
Weakness  and  Poverty  oj  the  Latin  Eriij)ire^Eeeovery 
of  Constaniinopie  hy  ike  Greeks — General  Consequences  of 

AFTER  the  death  of  the  lawful  princes,  the  French  and 
Yenetians,  confident  of  justice  and  Tictory,  agreed 
to  divide  and  regulate  their  future  possessions.*  It 
was  stipulated  bj  treaty  that  twelve  electors,  six  of  either 
nation,  should  be  nominated;  that  a  majority  should  choose 
the  emperor  of  the  Bast;  and  that,  if  the  votes  were  equal, 
the  deoision  of  chance  should  ascertain  the  successful  candi- 
date. To  him,  with  all  the  titles  and  prerogatives  of  the 
Bysantane  throne,  they  assigned  the  two  palaces  of  Bou- 
ooleon  and  Blachemts,  with  a  fourth  part  of  the  Greek 
monamdiy.  It  was  defined  that  the  three  remaining  por* 
ttoms  should  be  equally  shared  between  the  republic  of 
Yenioe  and  the  barons  of  France;  that  each  feudatory,  with 
an  honorable  exception  for  the  doge,  should  acknowledge 
and  perform  the  duties  of  homage  and  military  service  to 
the  supreme  head  of  the  empire;  that  the  nation  which  gave 
an  emperor  should  resign  to  their  brethren  the  choice  of  a 
patriarch;  and  that  the  pilgrims,  whatever  might  be  their 
impatience  to  visit  the  Holy  Land,  should  devote  another 
year  to  the  conquest  and  defence  of  the  Greek  provinces. 
After  the  conquest  of  Constantinople  by  the  Latins,  the 


I  Orieiaftl  treftkj  of  partition,  in  the  Venetian  Chron.  of  Andrew  Dandolo, 
p.  326,  iknd  the  mibaequent  eliection  in  Villehardouin,  Nob.  186-140,  wiUi 
Ducange  te  liM  Otawf.  Md  Hm  lii  book  o(  liioHiit  do  OonoMuit  oooi  riap. 
doftftangk 
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treaty  wae  confirmed  and  executed;  and  the  first  and  mc^t 
imjx^rUint  step  was  tlie  ereation  of  an  emperor.  The  six 
electors  of  the  French  nation  were  all  ecclesiastics,  the  abbot 
of  Loees,  the  archbishop  elect  of  Acre  in  Palestine,  and  the 
bishops  of  Troyes,  Soissons,  liulberstadt,  and  Bethlehem^ 
the  last  of  whom  exercised  in  the  camp  the  office  of  pope's 
legate:  their  profession  and  knowledge  were  respectable; 
and  as  ihey  could  not  be  the  objects,  they  were  best  quali- 
fied to  be  the  authors,  of  the  choice.  The  six  Venetians 
were  the  principal  servants  of  the  state,  and  in  this  list  the 
noble  families  of  Querini  and  Gontarini  are  still  proad  to 
discover  their  ancestors.  The  twelve  assembled  in  the 
chapel  of  the  palace;  and  after  the  solemn  invocation  of 
the  Holy  Ghost,  they  proceeded  to  deliberate  and  vote. 
A  joal  impulse  of  respect  and  gratitude  prompted  them 
to  otown  the  yirtues  of  the  doge;  his  wisdom  had  inspired 
their  enterprise;  and  the  most  youthful  knights  might  enyj 
and  applaud  the  exploits  of  blindneai  and  age.  Bnl  this 
patriot  Daudolo  was  devoid  of  all  personal  ambitioii,  aad 
iolly  satisfied  thai  he  had  been  judged  worthy  to  rei^ 
Hia  nomiiuilioii  was  OTemiled  by  the  Venetiaaa  themselrea: 
hia  ootmtEjrmen,  and  perhaps  bis  friends,*  represented,  with 
lha  eloqaenoe  of  troth,  the  mischiefa  thai  might  axiae  ta 
national  freedom  and  the  common  cause,  from  the  irnioit 
of  Iwo  iscompatibla  oharaoters,  of  the  first  magistrate  of  a 
vepaUie  and  the  emperor  of  the  East  The  exclusion  ol 
the  doge  left  loom  iof  the  more  eqaal  merits  of  Boniface 
aad  Baldwin;  and  at  their  namea  all  meaner  candidates 
respeetfully  withdrew.  The  marq[ni8  of  Montferrat  waa 
recommended  by  his  mature  age  and  fair  reputation,  by 
the  ohoice  of  the  adventuzen  and  the  wishes  of  the  Qseeks; 
nor  ean  I  belieTO  that  Venioe,  the  mistress  of  the  sea,  could 
be  serioiuly  ^iprebenaive  of  a  petty  lord  al  the  idol  o£  the 


*  After  MBttoatng  the  iiSMiMllM  «f  the  doge  bj  a  Preach  elwtor,  hia 
kiMnan  Andn>\v  nnndolo  apfNOVW  his  excluiuoii,  quidam  Vcn^Umim  tiJoHs  et 
noUlto  eeiiAx.  uaiu  orauoua  Mtii  probabtii,  etc.,  wkicii  kaa  beau  uubrouiured 
by  modem  writen  from  Btondus  to  Le  Beftu. 
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Alps.*  But  tiie  ooant  of  Flanders  was  the  chief  of  a  wealthy 
and  warlike  people;  he  was  valiant  and  piona;  in  the  prime 
of  life,  since  he  was  only  thirty-two  years  of  age:  a  descend- 
ant ol  Charlemagne,  a  cousin  of  the  king  of  France,  and  a 
compeer  of  the  prelates  and  barons  who  had  yielded  with 
reluctance  to  the  command  of  a  foreigner.  Without  the 
chapel,  these  barons,  with  the  doge  and  marquifi  at  their 
head,  expected  the  decision  of  the  twelve  electors.  It  was 
(a.d.  12(H,  May  9-16)  announced  by  the  bishop  of  Soissons, 
in  the  name  of  hia  colleagues:  "Ye  have  sworn  to  obey  the 
prince  whom  we  should  choose;  by  our  unanimous  sn&age 
Baldwin,  count  of  Flanders  and  Hainault,  is  now  your  sover- 
eign, and  the  emperor  of  the  East.*'  He  was  saluted  with 
load  applause,  and  the  proclamation  was  re  echoed  through 
the  city  by  the  joy  of  the  Latins  and  the  trembling  adulation 
of  the  Greeks.  Boniface  was  the  first  to  kiss  the  hand  of 
his  rival,  and  to  raise  him  on  the  buckler;  and  Baldwin  was 
transported  to  the  cathedral,  and  solemnly  invested  with  the 
purple  buskins.  At  the  end  of  three  weeks  he  was  crowned . 
by  the  legate,  in  the  vacancy  of  a  patriarch ;  but  the  Vene- 
tian clergy  soon  filled  the  chapter  of  St.  Sophia,  seated 
Thomas  Morosini  on  the  ecclesiastical  throne,  and  employed 
eveiy  art  to  perpetuate  in  their  own  nation  the  honors  and 
benefices  of  the  Greek  church.*  Without  delay,  the  suc- 
cessor of  Constantine  instructed  Palestine,  France,  and 
Bome,  of  this  memorable  revolution.  To  Palestine  he  sent, 
as  a  trophy,  the  gates  of  Constantinople,  and  the  chain  of 
the  harbor  (Nicetas,  p.  888);  and  adopted,  from  the  Assize 
of  Jerosalem,  the  laws  or  customs  best  adapted  to  a  French 
colony  and  conquest  in  the  Sast   In  his  epistles,  the  na- 

•  Nicetas  (p.  384),  with  the  vain  ignorance  of  a  (Trcok,  dcscribea  the  marquis 
of  Montferrat  as  a  moHMme  power.  A«fira^«r  u  •uMttffM  wm^mkuw.  Was  he 
deceived  by  th«  ^Mntiiie  theoM  of  Lomtaiifdj,  whidi  estended  aloiig  Um  oomI 
ol  Calabria? 

*  They  exacted  an  oath  from  Thomas  Morosini  to  appoint  no  canons  of  Si. 
8o|rfua.  the  lawful  electors,  oxoopt  ▼onotiMM  who  had  livod  no  yeors  at  Venice, 

etc.  But  the  foreign  clergy  wore  CRviou3.  the  pope  disapproved  this  nrttional 
moao^j,  and  of  the  six  Latin  patriarclis  of  Coastantinople,  only  the  first  and 
ttolMlvtn  VinortiM. 
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tives  of  France  are  enconraged  to  swell  that  colony,  and 
to  secnre  tliat  conquest,  to  people  a  magnificent  city  and  a 
fertile  land,  which  will  reward  the  labors  both  of  the  priest 
and  the  soldier.  He  congratulates  the  Boman  pontilf  on 
the  restoration  of  his  authority  in  the  East;  invites  him  to 
extinguish  the  Greek  schism  by  his  presence  in  a  general 
council;  and  implores  his  blessing  and  forgiveness  for  the 
disobedient  pilgrims.  Prudence  and  dignity  are  blended  in 
the  answer  of  Innocent.'  In  the  subversion  of  the  Byzan- 
tine empire,  he  arraigns  the  vices  of  man,  and  adores  the 
providence  of  God:  the  conquerors  will  be  absolved  or  con- 
demned by  their  future  conduct;  the  validity  of  their  treaty 
depends  on  the  judgment  of  St.  Peter;  but  he  inculcates 
their  most  sacred  duty  of  establishing  a  just  subordinatioa 
of  obedience  and  tribute,  from  the  Greeks  to  the  LatiiiB) 
from  the  magistrate  to  the  clergj,  and  from  the  eleigj  to 
the  pope. 

In  the  division  of  the  Greek  provinces,'  the  share  of  the 
Venetians  was  more  ample  than  that  of  the  Latin  emperor. 
Ko  more  than  one-fourth  was  appropriated  to  his  domain; 
a  clear  moiety  of  the  remainder  was  reserved  for  Venice; 
and  the  other  moiety  was  distributed  among  the  adventurei-s 
of  France  and  Lonibardy.  The  venerable  Dandolo  was  pro- 
claimed despot  of  Romania,  and  invested  afur  the  Greek 
fashion  with  the  purple  buskins.  lie  ended  at  Constanti- 
nople his  long  and  glorious  life;  and  if  the  prerogative  was 
personal,  the  title  wiis  used  by  his  successors  till  the  middle 
of  the  fourteenth  century,  with  the  singular  though  true 
addition  of  lords  of  one-fourth  and  a  half  of  the  Roman 
empire."    The  doge,  a  slave  of  state,  was  seldom  permitted 

'  The  BpisUes  of  Innoeeat  TIL  are  a  rich  fund  for  the  eodaeiaatioal  and  dvil 
tnstiiution  oi  the  Latia  empire  of  Conatantinople;  and  the  moet  important  of 
thaae  epiaUaa  {ot  which  the  colioctioa  in  2  vols.  ioL  ia  pubKahed  bj  Stephen 
Buliize)  are  inserted  in  bis  Gesta,  in  Miirat  Script.  Rer.  Ital.  iii.  p.  i.  «.  94-lAS. 

*  In  the  treaty  of  partition,  most  of  the  names  are  comiptad  by  the  acribes: 
ibejr  aoigjbi  ba  waiond,  and  a  good  map  suited  to  the  last  afce  of  the  Byianriaa 
tapiva  wtNdd  hm  tm  kapravemeat  of  feofrmphy.    Bnt,  alaat  d'AnriUa  is  no 

^  Their  atyla  wM  domiaus  quarts  partia  el  diinidi«  iapirii  Mmmit  tUk 


Digitized  by  Gopgle 


OF  TBE  BMtAN  EUMBB 


191 


to  depart  from  the  helm  of  the  republic;  bnt  his  place  was 
supplied  by  the  hail  or  regent,  who  exercised  a  supreme 
jurisdiction  over  the  colony  of  Venetians:  they  possessed 
three  of  the  eight  quarters  of  the  city;  and  his  independent 
tribunal  was  composed  of  six  judges,  four  counsellors,  two 
chamberlains,  two  fiscal  advocates,  and  a  constable.  Their 
long  experience  of  the  Eastern  trade  enabled  them  to  select 
their  portion  with  discernment:  they  had  rashly  accepted 
tlie  dominion  and  defence  of  Hadrianople;  but  it  was  the 
more  reasonable  aim  of  their  policy  to  form  a  chain  of  fac- 
tories, and  cities,  and  islands,  along  the  maritime  coast, 
from  the  neighborhood  of  Ragusa  to  the  Hellespont  and 
the  Bosphorus.  The  labor  and  cost  of  such  extensive  con- 
quests exhausted  their  treasury:  they  abandoned  their  max- 
ims of  government,  adopted  a  feudal  system,  and  contented 
themselves  with  the  homage  of  their  nobles,"  for  the  posses- 
sions which  these  private  vassals  undertook  to  reduce  and 
maintain.  And  thus  it  was  that  the  family  of  Sanut  ac- 
quired the  duchy  of  Naxos,  which  involved  the  greater 
part  of  the  archipelago.  For  the  price  of  10,000  marks, 
the  republic  purchased  of  the  marquis  of  Montferrat  the  fer- 
tile island  of  Crete  or  Candia  witli  the  ruins  of  a  hundred 
cities;'  but  its  improvement  was  stinted  by  the  proud  and 
narrow  spirit  of  an  aristocracy;'*  and  the  wisest  senators 
would  confess  that  the  sea,  not  the  land,  was  the  treasury 
of  St.  Mark.  In  the  moiety  of  the  adventurers,  the  marquis 
Boniface  migiit  claim  the  most  liberal  reward;  and,  besides 


Giovanni  Dolflno,  who  was  elected  doge  in  the  jear  1356  (Ssnuto,  pp.  630-641). 
for  the  govorninent  of  Constantinople,  see  Ducaoge.  Hist  de  C.  P.  i.  37. 

*  Ducange  (Hist  de  G.  P.  ii.  6)  has  marked  the  conquests  made  by  the  state 
or  nobles  of  Venice  of  the  islatids  of  Candia,  Corfu,  Cephalooia,  ZtatSb  Ka»ii» 
Plaros,  MekM,  Andros,  Mjoone,  8cyro,  Cea,  and  Leninoa. 

*  B<miface  sold  the  isle  of  Candia,  Aug.  12,  a.d.  12(ML  Stanto,  p.  633;  bot 
I  cannot  understand  how  it  could  be  his  modur'a  porlioik,  or  bow  abo  conlit  be 
tbe  daughter  of  an  emperor  Aiexius. 

**  In  the  jear  1213,  the  d<we  Peter  Zaai  sent  a  colony  to  Candia,  drawn 
from  every  quarter  of  Venioe.  But,  in  Uieir  savage  manners  and  frequent  re* 
bdliMia,  Uie  Candiots  may  be  compared  to  the  ^raicaas  und«r  the  yoko  o< 
CtaooA;  «m1  when  I  compare  the  accounts  of  B«k»  and  Toumefort,  I  OMinot 
diMMn  anob  dUboMMio  boioeon  tbo  YomMmi  tad  tbo  Tmfctab  MMid. 
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Ac  isle  of  Orete,  his  exclnsion  from  the  throne  wa8  eompen* 
sated  by  the  royal  title  and  the  provinces  beyond  the  Helles- 
pont. But  he  prudently  exchanged  that  distant  and  difficult 
conquest  for  the  kingdom  of  Thessalonica  or  Macedonia, 
twelve  days'  journey  from  the  capital,  where  he  miglit  be 
supported  by  the  neighboring  powers  of  his  brother-in-law, 
the  king  of  Hungary.  His  progress  was  hailed  by  the  vol- 
untary or  reluctant  acclamations  of  the  natives;  and  Greece, 
the  proper  and  ancient  Greece,  again  received  a  Latin  con- 
queror," who  tJTod  with  indifference  that  classic  ground, 
fie  viewed  with  a  careless  eye  the  beauties  of  the  valley 
of  Tempe;  traversed  with  a  cautions  step  the  straits  of 
Thermopylae;  occupied  the  unknown  cities  of  Thebes, 
Athens,  and  Argos;  and  assaulted  the  fortifications  of 
Corinth  and  Napoli,"  which  resisted  his  arms.  The  lota 
of  the  Latin  pilgrims  were  regulated  by  chance,  or  choice, 
or  subsequent  exchange,  and  they  abused,  with  intemperate 
joy,  their  triumph  over  the  lives  and  fortunes  of  a  great  peo- 
ple. After  a  minute  survey  of  the  provinces,  they  weighed 
in  the  scales  of  avarice  the  revenue  of  each  district,  the  ad- 
vantage of  the  situation,  and  the  ample  or  scanty  suppUes 
for  the  maintenance  of  soldiers  and  horses.  Their  presump- 
tion claimed  and  divided  the  long-lost  dependencies  oi  the 
Boman  sceptre:  the  Nile  and  Euphrates  rolled  through  their 
Tmaginary  realms;  and  happy  was  the  warrior  who  drew  for 
his  prize  the  palace  of  the  Turkish  sultan  of  Iconium."  I 
shall  not  descend  to  the  pedigree  of  families  and  the  rent^ 
roll  of  estates,  but  I  wish  to  specify  that  the  counts  of  Blois 
and  St.  Pol  were  invested  with  the  duchy  of  Nice  and  the 

U  YillehArdoain  (Nos.  159.  160.  113^177)  and  NfcetM  (pp.  387-3»4)  describe 
llw  expeditioD  into  Greece  of  the  marquia  BoniXace.  The  Choniate  mighl  daritv 
his  infurmaiioa  from  his  brother  Michael,  archbiaht^of  Athena,  whom  be  paiatl 
as  ail  orator,  a  statcaman,  and  a  saint.  Hia  enoomium  of  Atbena,  and  the 
desoriptioo  of  Tempe.  ahoold  be  published  from  the  Bodleian  MS.  Nioetaa 
^^bric.  Biblio.  Gr»c.  vi.  405).  and  would  have  deserved  Mr.  Uarria'a  inquiriaa. 

*^  Napoli  di  Romania,  or  Nauplia,  the  ancient  seaport  ol  Aigoa,  ia  atiU  a  place 
of  strength  and  cooaideniti<m,  situate  oaa  lod^  peniiDlllla^  VwitAgMA  ImlMir 
(Chandler's  Travels  in  Greece,  p.  221). 

>*  I  have  aoftaned  the  expreaaioo  oi  yioelaa,  whs  ■tdToa  te  ospoM  III* 
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lordship  of  Demotica:'*  the  principal  fiefs  were  held  by 
the  service  of  constable,  chamberlain,  cup-bearer,  butler  and 
chief  cook;  and  our  historian,  Jeffrey  of  Villehardouin,  ob- 
tained a  fair  establishment  on  the  banks  of  the  Ilebnis,  and 
united  the  double  office  of  marshal  of  Champaj!;no  and  Ru- 
mania. At  the  head  of  his  knights  and  archers,  each  baron 
mounted  on  horseback  to  secure  the  possession  of  his  share, 
and  their  first  efforts  were  generally  successful.  But  the 
public  force  was  weakened  by  fflieir  dispersion;  and  a  thou- 
sand quarrels  must  arise  under  a  law,  and  among  men,  whose 
sole  umpire  was  the  sword.  Within  three  months  after  the 
conquest  of  Constantinople,  the  emperor  and  the  king  of 
Thessalonica  drew  their  hostile  followers  into  the  field;  they 
were  reconciled  by  the  authority  of  the  doge,  the  ad  vie©  of 
tlie  marshal,  and  the  firm  freedom  of  their  peers." 

Two  fugitives,  who  had  reigned  at  Constantinople,  still 
asserted  the  title  of  emperor;  and  the  subjects  of  their  fallen 
throne  might  be  moved  to  pity  by  the  misfortunes  of  the 
elder  Alexius,  or  excited  to  revenge  by  the  spirit  of  Mour- 
soufle.  A  domestic  alliance  (a.o.  1204,  etc.),  a  common 
interest,  a  similar  guilt,  and  the  merit  of  extinguishing  his 
enemies,  a  brother  and  a  nephew,  indaoed  the  more  recent 
usurper  to  unite  with  the  former  the  relics  of  his  power. 
Mourzoufle  was  received  with  smiles  and  honors  in  the  camp 
of  his  father  Alexius;  but  the  wioked  can  neirer  love,  and 
should  rarely  trust,  their  fellow-<niminals :  he  was  seized  in 
the  bath,  deprived  of  his  eyes,  stripped  of  his  troops  and 
treasures,  and  turned  out  to  wander  an  object  of  horror  and 
contempt  to  those  who  with  more  propriety  could  hate, 
and  with  more  justice  could  pnnish,  the  assassin  of  the 

A  cit7  surrounded  by  the  river  TlobrMs,  and  six  leaguea  to  the  scnith  of 
Hadrianople.  received  from  its  double  wall  the  Oreok  name  of  DidymolfllclHM^ 
insensibly  corrupted  Into  Demotica  and  Dimot.  I  liave  preferred  the  more  ooa- 
venteni  and  modem  appellation  of  Demotiea.  Thia  place  waa  the  last  TurkUh 
residence  of  Charles  XII. 

'*  Their  quarrel  id  told  by  Villehardouin  (Xos.  U6-168)  with  the  ppiril  of 
freedom.  The  merit  and  reputation  of  the  marshal  are  acknowledged  bjr  tbe 
Greek  historian  (p.  387)  |try  we  AT*r««r  <W  >*  grpawwu—i!  unlflBt  WMM 
Bodem  iMioei,  wImmo  eoqploito  Me  odgr  vMbto    tMr  om  mmaokn. 
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emperor  Isaac  and  his  son.  As  the  tyrant,  pursued  by 
fear  or  remorse,  was  stealing  over  to  Asia,  he  was  seized 
by  the  Latins  of  Constantinople,  and  condemned,  after  an 
open  trial,  t<^  an  ignominious  death.  Ilis  judges  debated 
tlie  mode  of  his  execution,  the  axe,  the  wheel,  or  the  stake; 
and  it  was  resolved  that  Mourzoufle"  should  ascend  the 
Theodosian  column,  a  pillar  of  wliitc  marble  of  one  hundred 
and  forty-seven  feet  in  height."  From  the  summit  he  was 
cast  down  headlong,  and  dftshed  in  pieces  on  the  pavement, 
in  the  presence  of  innumerable  spectators,  who  filled  the 
forum  of  Taurus,  and  admired  the  accomplishment  of  an 
old  prediction,  which  was  explained  by  this  singular  event." 
The  fate  of  Alexius  is  less  tragical:  he  was  sent  by  the  mar- 
quis a  captive  to  Italy,  and  a  gift  to  the  king  of  the  Romans; 
but  he  had  not  much  to  applaud  his  fortune,  if  the  sentence 
of  imprisonment  and  exile  were  changed  from  a  fortress  in 
the  Alps  to  a  monastery  in  Asia.  But  his  daughter,  before 
the  national  calamity,  had  been  given  in  marriage  to  a  young 
hero  who  continued  the  succession,  and  restored  the  throne, 
of  the  Greek  princes."  The  valor  of  Theodore  Lascaris 
(a. I).  1204-1222)  was  signalized  in  the  two  sieges  of  Con- 
stantinople. After  the  flight  of  Mourzoufle,  when  the  Latins 
were  already  in  the  city,  lie  offered  himself  as  their  emperor 
to  the  soldiers  and  people:  and  his  ambition,  which  might 
be  virtuous,  was  undoubU.^dly  brave.    Could  he  have  in- 


'*  See  the  fate  of  Mourzoufle,  in  Nicetas  (p.  393),  ViUehardouw  (Noe.  141- 
145,  163).  and  Ountherus  (c.  20.  21).  Meilher  tin  manhal  nor  lb«  nottk  tfloNI 
a  grain  of  pity  for  a  tyrant  or  leM,  whoao  pantobmontk  however,  wm  more 
iineyamnlfld  ihan  his  crime. 

The  eolmim  of  Areadliii,  wUeh  rcpreecote  to  beaeo^retlevo  Ms  Tfelorlea. 
or  tlioift  of  liis  fallicT  Thoodosiiia,  is  still  extant  at  Constantinople.  It  is  described 
and  measured.  Gyllius  (Topog.  iv.  7),  £anduri  (ad  L  i.  Antiq.  C.  F.  p.  607),  aad 
fPoamefort  (Voyage  dti  LeTint,  IL  let  zif.  381). 

'*  The  nonsense  of  Giintlior  and  the  modern  Orook«  concerninf?  thin  coluvxna 
fatidica  ia  unwortbj  of  notice;  biit  it  ia  aiogular  enough  tliat*  Miy  jrears  before 
the  Letto  conqtiest.  the  poet  Tzetiee  (Chiliad,  iz.  377)  nlelee  tbe  dreea  of  a 
matron,  who  saw  an  army  in  the  forum,  and  a  men  tittillg  OQ  the  COlumii,  elip> 
pins  bia  banda  and  uttering  a  ioud  excUunatioo. 

»  Tbe  djiiestiee  of  Nice.  TraWsond.  end  Bpinw(el  which  HioelM  lew  the 
origin  without  much  pleasure  or  hope),  are  leuuMy  txplorad,  end  deilty 
reproeented,  in  the  Fainil.  B/sanu  ol  Ducange. 
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fused  a  aoal  into  the  multitude,  they  might  hs?e  onuihed 
the  strangers  under  their  feet:  their  abject  despair  refused 
his  aid,  and  Theodore  retired  to  breathe  the  air  of  freedom 
in  Anatolia,  beyond  the  immediate  view  and  pnxauit  of  the 
conqaeroN.  Under  tl^e  title,  at  first  of  despot,  and  after- 
ward of  emperor,  he  drew  to  hia  standard  the  bolder  spirits 
who  were  fortified  against  slavery  by  the  contempt  oi  life; 
and,  as  every  means  was  lawful  for  the  public  safety,  im- 
l^ored  without  scruple  the  alliance  of  the  Torldah  saltan. 
Nice,  where  Theodore  established  hia  residence,  Pnisa  and 
Philadelphia,  Smyrna  and  Ephesns,  opened  their  gates  to 
their  deliverer:  he  derived  strength  and  reputation  from 
his  victories,  and  even  from  hia  defeats ;  and  the  sneoeBsor 
of  Gonstantine  preserved  a  fragment  of  the  empire  from  the 
banks  of  the  Mi  ander  to  the  suburbs  of  Nioomedia,  and 
at  length  of  Constantinople.  Another  portion,  distant  and 
obecnre,  was  possessed  by  the  lineal  heir  of  the  Gomneni, 
a  son  of  the  virtnona  Manuel,  a  grandson  of  the  tyrant  An- 
dronicns.  His  name  was  Alexins;  and  the  epithet  of  great 
was  applied  perhaps  to  his  stature,  rather  than  to  his  ex- 
ploits. By  the  indulgence  of  the  Angeli,  he  was  appointed 
gOTemor  or  duke  of  Trebizond  :**  his  birth  gave  him  ambi- 
tion, the  revolution  independence;  and  without  changing 
his  title,  he  reigned  in  peace  from  Sinope  to  the  Phasis, 
along  the  coast  of  the  Black  Sea.  His  nameless  son  and 
snoeessor  is  described  as  the  vassal  of  the  sultan,  whom  he 
served  with  two  hundred  lances;  that  Gomncnian  prince  waa 
no  more  than  duke  of  Trebizond,  and  the  title  of  emperor 
was  first  assumed  by  the  pride  and  envy  of  the  grand^^on  of 
Alexius.  In  the  West,  a  third  fragment  was  saved  from  the 
common  shipwreck  by  Michael,  a  bastard  of  the  house  of  An- 
geli, who,  before  the  revolution,  had  been  known  aa  a  host- 


•*  Except  some  facta  in  Pachymer  and  Nioophonis  Oregoraa,  which  will 
hereafter  be  used,  ibe  Byzantiuo  writers  disdam  to  npeak  of  the  empire  of  Trcbi- 
nod.  or  yriaeipaltty  of  the  Lazi;  and  among  the  I^tina,  it  ia  conspicuous  oaij 
in  thp  romanceH  of  the  xivth  or  xvth  ceniurios.  Y^  t  Uie  indefatipable  Ducange 
baa  dug  out  (F&m.  Byz.  p.  192)  iwo  aulheotic  paabagea  ia  Viuceut  of  Beauvais 
0.  xm£,  c  141)  Md  th«  fmoMCMj  OBHiM  (apiid  Wadii^  a.a.        ITa  4^ 
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age,  a  soldier,  and  a  rebel.    His  flight  from  the  camp  of  tlic 
marquis  Boniface  secured  his  freedom;   by  his  marriage 
with  the  governor's  daughter  he  commanded  the  important 
place  of  Durazzo,  assumed  the  title  of  despot,  and  founded 
a  strong  and  conspicuous  principality  in  Epirus,  ^tolia,  and 
Thessaly,  which  have  ever  been  peopled  by  a  warlike  race. 
The  Greeks,  who  had  offered  their  service  to  their  new  sov- 
ereigns, were  excluded  by  the  haughty  Latins"  from  all  civil 
and  military  honors,  as  a  nation  born  to  tremble  and  obey. 
Their  resentment  prompted  them  to  show  that  they  might 
have  been  useful  friends,  since  they  could  be  dangerous 
enemies:  their  nerves  were  braced  by  adversity:  whatever 
was  learned  or  holy,  whatever  was  noble  or  valiant,  rolled 
away  into  the  independent  states  of  Trebizond,  Epirus,  and 
Nice;  and  a  single  patrician  is  marked  by  the  ambiguous 
praise  of  attachment  and  loyalty  to  the  Franks.    The  vulgar 
herd  of  the  cities  and  the  country  would  have  gladly  sub- 
mitted to  a  mild  and  regular  servitude;  and  the  transient 
disorders  of  war  would  have  been  ol)l iterated  by  some  years 
of  industry  and  peace.    But  peace  was  banished,  and  indus- 
try was  crushed,  in  the  disorders  of  the  feudal  system.  The 
Roman  emperors  of  Constantinople,  if  they  were  endowed 
with  abilities,  were  armed  with  power  for  the  protection  of 
their  subjects:  their  laws  were  wise,  and  their  administra- 
tion was  simple.    The  Latin  throne  was  filled  by  a  titular 
prince,  tlie  chief,  and  often  the  servant,  of  his  licentious 
confederates:  the  fiefs  of  the  empire,  from  a  kingdom  to  a 
castle,  were  held  and  ruled  by  the  sword  of  the  barons:  and 
their  discord,  poverty,  and  ignorance  extended  the  ramifi-  t 
cations  of  tyranny  to  the  most  sequestered  villages.  The 
Greeks  were  oppressed  by  the  double  weight  of  the  priest, 
who  was  invested  with  temporal  power,  and  of  the  soldier, 
who  was  infiamed  by  fanatic  hatred:  and  the  insuperable 


*t  Tho  portrait  of  the  French  Latins  is  drawn  In  NIoetM  by  the  Iiand  of  pre|u> 
dke  and  reBentment:  mim  fwr  ajuutr  afntr  m  A^tot  4|nia  mf»mti4i^n'**^  x**^* 
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bar  of  religion  and  language  forever  sepaowled  llie  stranger 
and  the  native.  Ab  long  as  the  cnuaden  iveie  united  at 
Constantinople,  the  memory  of  their  conquest,  and  the  ter- 
ror of  their  arms,  impoeed  silence  on  the  captiye  land:  their 
dispersion  betrayed  the  amallneaa  of  their  numbers  and  the 
defects  of  their  discipline;  and  some  failures  and  mischances 
revealed  the  secret  that  they  were  not  invincible.  As  the 
fear  of  the  Greeks  abated,  tiieir  hatred  increased.  They 
murmured;  they  conspired;  and  before  a  year  of  slavery 
had  elapsed,  they  implored,  or  accepted,  the  snceor  of  a 
Barbarian,  whose  power  they  had  felt,  and  whose  gratitode 
thev  trusted.** 

The  Latin  conqQerors  had  been  sainted  with  a  solemn 
and  early  embassy  from  John,  or  Joannice,  or  Calo-John| 
the  revolted  chief  of  the  Bulgarians  and  Wallachians.  He 
deemed  (A-D.  1205)  himself  their  brother,  as  the  votaiy  of 
the  Roman  pontiff,  from  whom  he  had  received  the  regal 
title  and  a  holy  banner;  and,  in  the  subversion  of  the  Greek 
monarchy,  he-  might  aspire  to  the  name  of  their  friend  and 
accomplice.  Bat  Calo-John  was  astonished  to  find  that  the 
count  of  Flanders  had  assumed  the  pomp  and  pride  of  the 
successors  of  Constantine;  and  his  ambassadors  were  dis- 
missed with  a  haugh^  message,  that  the  rebel  must  deserve 
a  pardon,  by  touching  with  his  forehead  the  footstool  of  the 
Imperial  tfajrone.  His  resentment**  would  have  exhaled  in 
acts  ci  violence  and  blood;  his  cooler  policy  watched  the 
rising  discontent  of  l^e  Greeks,  affected  a  tender  concern 
for  their  sufferings,  and  promised  that  their  first  stragglee 
for  freedom  should  be  supported  by  his  person  and  king- 
dom. The  conspiracy  was  propagated  by  national  hatred, 
ihe  fiimest  band  of  association  and  secrecy:  the  €h:eek8  were 


"  I  Imto  begfn  to  nro.  wKh  freedom  and  oonfldenee.  tbo  otglit  boofes  of  th» 

Bistoire  do  C.  P.  so,)-^  I'Krnpiro  dos  Franvois,  which  Ducftn|,ro  has  (riven  ag  a 
supplement  to  Villehardouin ;  and  which,  in  a  barbarous  style,  deserves  the 
praiBs  of  an  orffj^lBal  and  dassic  woilc. 

"  In  Calo  John's  unswer  to  tho  pope,  we  mny  find  his  claims  and  complaints 
(Geaca  innooanK  UL  o.  IM,  L08)  :  ha  was  cherished  at  Roma  aa  the  prodigal 
■on. 


Digitized  by 


198 


THE  DECLINE  AND  FALL 


impatient  to  sheathe  tlieir  daggers  in  the  breasts  of  the  vic- 
torious strangers;,  but  the  execution  was  prudently  delayed 
till  Henry,  the  emperor's  brother,  had  transported  the  flower 
of  his  troops  beyond  the  Hellespont.  Most  of  the  towns  and 
villages  of  Thrace  were  true  to  the  moment  and  the  signal; 
and  the  Latins,  without  arms  or  suspicion,  were  slaughtered 
by  the  vile  and  merciless  revenge  of  their  slaves.  From 
Demotica,  the  first  scene  of  the  massacre,  the  surviving  vas- 
sals of  the  count  of  St.  Pol  escaped  to  Hadriauople;  but  the 
French  and  Venetians,  who  occupied  that  city,  were  slain  or 
expelled  by  the  furious  multitude;  the  garrisons  that  could 
effect  their  retreat  fell  back  on  each  other  toward  the  me- 
tropolis; and  the  fortresses  that  separately  stood  against 
the  rebels  were  ignorant  of  each  other's  and  of  their  sover- 
eign's fate.  The  voice  of  fame  and  fear  announced  the  re- 
volt of  the  Greeks  and  the  rapid  approach  of  their  Bulgarian 
ally;  and  Calo-John,  not  depending  on  the  forces  of  his  own 
kingdom,  had  drawn  from  the  Scythian  wilderness  a  body 
of  14,000  Comans,  who  drank,  as  it  was  said,  the  blood  of 
their  captives,  and  sacrificed  the  Christians  on  the  altars 
of  their  gods." 

Alarmed  by  this  sudden  and  growing  danger,  the  emperor 
despatched  a  swift  messenger  to  recall  Count  Henry  and  his 
troops;  and  had  Baldwin  expected  the  return  of  his  gallant 
brother,  with  a  supply  of  20,000  Armenians,  he  might  have 
encountered  the  invader  with  equal  numbers  and  a  decisive 
superiority  of  arms  and  discipline.  But  the  spirit  of  chiv- 
alry could  seldom  discriminate  caution  from  cowardice;  and 
the  emperor  took  (March)  the  field  with  a  hundred  and  forty 
Imights,  and  their  train  of  archers  and  sergeants.  The  mar- 
shal, who  dissuaded  and  obeyed,  led  the  vanguard  in  their 
march  to  Hadrianople;  the  main  body  was  commanded  by 
the  count  of  Blois ;  the  aged  doge  of  Venice  followed  with 


**  The  Oomaua  were  a  Tartar  or  Turkman  lioide,  which  encamped  in  the  ziith 
•nd  zHHIi  eentnriot  on  the  ver^re  of  Moldavia.  The  greater  part  wtra  Pagana, 
but  some  wore  Mahometans,  and  iho  whoto  hofd*  WM  COamUd  tl»  GhllltiMli^ 
(▲.!».  1310}  bj  Lewia,  king  of  Hungarj. 
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the  rear;  and  llieir  acanty  niimbm  were  increaaed  from  all 
aides  bj  the  fugitiTe  Latina.  They  undertook  to  besiege 
the  rebela  of  Hadrianople;  and  anch  waa  the  pioua  tendency 
of  the  cmaadea,  that  they  employed  the  holy  week  in  pillag- 
ing the  oonntry  for  their  anbaiatenoe,  and  in  framing  enginea 
for  the  deatmction  of  their  fellow-Olmatiana.  But  the  Lat- 
ina  were  aoon  interrupted  and  alarmed  by  the  light  cayalry 
of  the  Comana,  who  boldly  akirmiahed  to  the  edge  of  their 
impeifeet  linea;  and  a  proclamation  waa  iaaued  by  the  mar- 
ahal  of  Romania,  that,  on  the  tnimpet*a  aound,  the  cayalry 
ahonld  mount  and  form;  but  that  none,  under  pain  of  death, 
ahonld  abandon  themaelyea  to  a  deaultory  and  dangeroua 
pursuit.  Thia  wiae  injunction  waa  first  disobeyed  by  the 
count  of  Bloia,  who  involved  the  emperor  in  his  rashness 
and  ruin.  The  Comans,  of  the  Parthian  or  Tartar  school, 
fled  before  their  first  charge;  but  after  a  career  of  two 
leaguee,  when  the  knighta  and  iheir  horsea  were  almost 
breatikleaa,  they  suddenly  turned,  rallied,  and  encompassed 
the  heavy  squadrona  of  ^e  Franks.  The  count  was  slain 
on  the  field;  the  emperor  was  (a.d.  1205,  April  15)  made 
prisoner;  and  if  the  one  disdained  to  fly,  if  the  other  refused 
to  yield,  their  personal  bravery  made  a  poor  atonement  for 
their  ignorance,  or  neglect,  of  the  dutiea  of  a  general.** 

Proud  of  his  victory  and  his  royal  prise,  the  Bulgarian 
advanced  to  relieve  Hadrianople  and  achieve  the  deatmction 
of  the  Latina.  They  must  inevitably  have  been  destroyed, 
if  the  marshal  of  Bomania  had  not  displayed  a  cool  coorage 
and  consummate  skill;  uncommon  in  all  ages,  but  most  un- 
common in  those  times,  when  war  waa  a  passion  rather  than 
a  science.  His  grief  and  fears  were  poured  into  the  firm 
and  faithful  bosom  of  the  doge;  but  in  the  camp  he  diffused 
an  assurance  of  safety,  which  could  only  be  realised  by  the 
general  belief.   All  day  he  maintained  hia  periloua  atation 


*  Nieetaa,  from  ignorance  or  iMHce.  imputM  the  defeet  to  the  eowerdioc  of 
Dandolo  (p.  383);  bwl  Villehardouin  shiires  hia  own  plory  with  hia  venerahit) 
Mead,  qui  naU  home  ^  et  goto  ua  veoit^  maia  mult  ^  aigea  e(  preuM  ek 
ftgMmCVo.  18^ 
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between  the  city  and  the  Barbarians:  Villehardonin  de- 
camped in  silence,  at  the  dead  of  night;  and  his  masterly 
retreat  of  three  days  would  have  deserved  the  praise  of 
XenophoQ  and  the  ten  thousand.    In  the  rear  the  marshal 

sup|^)orted  the  weiglit  of  tlie  pursuit;  in  the  front  he  mod- 
erated the  impatience  of  the  fugitives;  and  wherever  the 
Comans  approached,  they  were  repelled  by  a  line  of  impen- 
etrable spears.  On  the  third  day,  the  weary  troops  beheld 
the  sea,  the  solitary  town  of  Rodosto,'*  and  their  friends, 
who  had  landed  from  the  Asiatic  shore.  They  embraced, 
they  wept;  but  they  united  their  arms  and  counsels;  and, 
in  his  brother's  absence,  Count  Henry  assumed  the  regency 
of  the  empire,  at  once  in  a  state  of  childhood  and  caducity.** 
If  the  Comans  withdrew  from  the  summer  heats,  7,000  Lat- 
ins, in  the  hour  of  danger,  deserted  Constantinople,  their 
brethren,  and  their  vows.  Some  partial  success  was  over- 
balanced by  tlie  loss  of  120  knights  in  the  field  of  Rusium; 
and  of  the  Imperial  domain  no  more  was  left  than  the  capi- 
tal, with  two  or  three  adjacent  fortresses  on  the  shores  of 
Europe  and  Asia.  The  king  of  Bulgaria  was  resistless  and 
inexorable;  and  Calo-John  respectfully  eluded  the  demands 
of  the  pope,  who  conjured  his  new  proselyte  to  restore  peace 
and  the  emperor  to  the  afilicted  Latins.  The  deliverance  of 
Baldwin  was  no  longer,  he  said,  in  the  power  of  man;  that 
prince  had  died  in  prison;  and  the  manner  of  his  death 
is  variously  related  by  ignorance  and  credulity."  About 
twenty  years  afterward,  in  a  wood  of  the  Netherlands,  a 


'*  The  tnilh  of  poopraphy,  and  llio  original  text  of  Villclmrdonin  (N'o.  194), 
place  ilodosto  ihiee  days'  journey  (trois  jomeen)  from  Hadnanopie;  bul  Vige- 
nere,  in  his  VWVion.  h^-t  ino.st  absurdly  gubsiitutctl  trois  heures;  and  IhU  tiTor, 
which  is  not  corrected  by  Ducange^  hu  eDtrappwi  Mveml  modenu,  whoM  mmm 
I  shall  spare. 

"  The  rnign  and  ond  of  Baldwin  are  related  by  TDlehardouin  and  Nicetas 
(pp.  ns6~4 1  r.) ;  nnd  ihcir  oraigsioos  are  supplied  by  Dnesage  in  his  ObserratloHii 

uud  to  Uio  end  of  his  first  book. 

After  brurihinK  away  all  doubtful  and  iraprobable  circumslancefl,  we  may 
prove  the  death  of  Baldwin,  1  By  the  firm  belief  of  the  French  barons  (Ville- 
hHrdouin,  No.  230).  2.  By  the  declaratioD  of  Caio  John  bioiself,  wbu  excuaea 
hiH  not  reloaaing  tba  captive  emperor,  quin^iMtaBMndkMSOiWitWBlMnMtS 
iMierelur  (Qesia  InnooealL  lU.  c  109), 


Digitized  by  Gopgle 


OF  THE  ROMAN  EMPIRE 


801 


hermit  announced  himself  as  the  true  Baldwin,  the  emperor 
of  Constantinople,  and  lawful  sovereign  of  Flanders.  He 
related  the  wonders  of  his  escape,  his  adventures,  and  his 
penance,  among  a  people  prone  to  believe  and  to  rebel;  and, 
in  the  first  transport,  Flanders  acknowledged  her  long-lost 
sovereign.  A  short  examination  before  the  French  court 
detected  the  impostor,  who  was  punished  with  an  ignomin- 
ious death;  but  the  Flemings  still  adhered  to  the  pleasing 
error;  and  the  countess  Jane  is  accused  by  the  grayest 
historians  of  sacrificing  to  her  ambition  the  life  of  an  un- 
fortunate father." 

In  all  civilized  hostility,  a  treaty  is  establiahed  for  the 
exchange  or  ransom  of  prisoners;  and  if  their  captivity  be 
prolonged,  their  condition  is  known,  and  they  are  treated 
according  to  their  rank  with  humanity  or  honor.  But  the 
saTSge  Bulgarian  was  a  stranger  to  tiie  laws  of  war;  his 
prisons  were  involved  in  darkness  and  silence;  and  above 
a  year  (a.d.  1206,  Aug.  20— a. d.  1216,  June  11)  elapsed  be- 
fore the  Latins  could  be  assured  of  the  death  of  Baldwin, 
before  his  brotlier,  the  r^nt  Henry,  would  consent  to  as- 
sume the  title  of  emperor.  His  moderation  was  applauded 
by  the  Greeks  as  an  act  of  rare  and  inimitable  virtue.  Their 
light  and  perfidious  ambition  was  eager  to  seize  or  anticipate 
the  moment  of  a  vacancy,  while  a  law  of  succession,  the 
guardian  both  of  the  prince  and  people,  was  gradually  ds- 
fined  and  confirmed  in  the  herediturj  monarchies  of  Europe. 
In  the  support  of  the  Eastern  empire,  Henry  was  gradually 
left  without  an  associate,  as  the  heroes  of  the  crusade  retired 
from  the  world  or  from  the  war.  The  doge  of  Venice,  the 
venerable  Dandolo,  in  the  fulness  of  years  and  glory,  sunk 
into  the  grave.  The  marquis  of  Montferrat  was  slowly  re- 
called from  the  Peloponnesian  war  to  the  revenge  of  Bald- 
win and  the  defence  of  Thessalonica.  Some  nice  disputes 
of  feudal  homage  and  service  were  reconciled  in  a  personal 


See  tho  story  of  this  impontor  from  the  French  and  Flemish  writera  in 
Dncange,  Hut.  de  C.  P.  iii.  9,  and  the  ridiculoiu  fables  thai  were  believed  b/ 
flMflMokt  oC  8k.  AlbMMk  ia  Matthmr  Fkrte,  Hiil.  IC^,  p.  STL 
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interview  betireen  the  emperor  and  the  king:  they  were 
firmly  united  by  mutoal  esteem  and  the  common  danger: 
and  their  alliance  was  sealed  by  the  nuptials  of  Henry  with 
the  daughter  of  the  Italian  prince.  He  soon  deplored  the 
loss  of  his  friend  and  father.  At  the  persuasion  of  some 
faithful  Greeks,  Boniface  made  a  bold  and  successful  inroad 
among  the  hills  of  Rhodope:  the  Bulgarians  fled  on  his  ap- 
proach; they  assembled  to  harass  his  retreat.  On  the  intel- 
ligence that  his  rear  was  attacked,  without  waiting  for  any 
defensive  armor,  he  leaped  on  horseback,  couched  his  lance, 
and  drove  the  enemies  before  him;  but  in  the  rash  pursuit 
he  was  pierced  with  a  mortal  wound;  and  the  head  of  the 
king  of  Thessalonica  was  presented  to  Calo-John,  who  en- 
joyed the  honors,  without  the  merit,  of  victory.  It  is  here, 
at  this  melancholy  event,  that  the  pen  or  the  voice  of  Jeffrey 
of  Villehardouin  seems  to  drop  or  to  expire;**  and  if  he  still 
exercised  his  military  office  of  marshal  of  Romania,  his  sab- 
sequent  exploits  are  buried  in  oblivion.*'  The  character 
of  Henry  was  not  unequal  to  his  arduous  situation:  in  tho 
siege  of  Constantinople,  and  beyond  the  Hellespont,  he  had 
deserved  the  fame  of  a  yaliant  knight  and  a  skilful  com- 
mftoder;  and  his  courage  was  tempered  with  a  degree  of 
prudence  and  mildness  unknown  to  his  impetuous  brother. 
In  the  double  war  against  the  Greeks  of  Asia  and  the  Bul- 
garians of  Europe,  he  was  ever  the  foremost  on  shipboard 
or  on  horseback;  and  though  he  cautiooslj  provided  ior  the 
success  of  his  arms,  the  drooping  Latins  were  often  roused 
by  his  example  to  save  and  to  second  their  fearless  emperor. 
But  such  efforts,  and  aome  supplies  of  men  and  money  from 
France,  were  of  less  avail  than  the  errors,  the  cme^  and 


Vfllehftrdouin,  No.  257.  I  quote,  with  re^rrrt,  tliis  lamentAblc  conduflVM, 
where  we  lose  at  onco  the  origia&l  historj,  aad  the  rich  ilJu:iiratiou6  of  DucangS. 
The  ]ut  pafj^es  may  derivB  aoiiw  light  fnmi  Hoory'a  two  BpistlM  to  ImioeMil  lit 
(OtBta.  c.  106,  107). 

The  marshal  was  alive  in  1212,  but  he  probably  died  soon  afterward, 
without  retuminff  to  France  (Duoanfce,  ObMiv.  lur  VilleliHrdouia,  p.  238).  His 
flof  of  Moasinople,  the  pft  of  Bonifaco,  wnn  tho  aiicicnt  Maximiaoopolm,  which 
tiounshed  ia  the  tiine  of  ▲idiimmiub  MiuxeUiaua  amoag  tbo  ctttec  of  TiirMO 

glow  uix 
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death  of  their  most  formidable  adversary.  When  the  de- 
spair of  the  Greek  subjects  invited  Galo  John  as  their  de- 
liverer, they  hoped  that  he  would  protect  their  liberty  and 
adopt  their  laws:  they  were  soon  taught  to  compare  the 
degvees  of  national  ferocity,  and  to  execrate  the  savage 
oonqaeror,  who  no  longer  dissembled  his  intention  of  dis- 
peopling Thrace,  of  demolishing  the  cities,  and  of  traiiB- 
planting  the  inhabitants  beyond  the  Danube.  Many  towns 
and  villages  of  Thrace  were  already  evacuated:  a  heap  of 
ruins  marked  the  place  of  Philippopolis,  and  a  similar  ca- 
lamity was  expected  at  Demotica  and  fiadiianople,  by  the 
first  aathors  of  the  revolt.  Thej  laieed  a  cry  of  grief  and 
repentance  to  the  throne  of  Henry;  the  emperor  alone  had 
the  magnanimity  to  forgive  and  trust  them.  No  more  than 
400  knights,  with  their  sergeants  and  archers,  could  be  as- 
aembled  under  his  banner;  and  with  this  slender  force  he 
fought  and  repulsed  the  Bulgarian,  who,  besides  his  infantr^, 
was  at  the  head  of  40,000  horse.  In  this  expedition,  Henry 
felt  the  diJSerenoe  between  a  hostile  and  a  friendly  country; 
the  lemaining  cities  were  preserved  by  his  arms;  and  the 
savsge,  with  shame  and  loss,  was  ocmpeUed  to  relinquish 
his  prey.  The  siege  of  Thessalonica  was  the  last  of  the 
evils  which  Calo-John  inflicted  or  sufiered:  he  was  stabbed 
in  the  night  in  his  tent;  and  the  general,  perhaps  the  as- 
sassin, who  found  him  weHering  in  his  blood,  ascribed  the 
blow  with  general  applause  to  the  lance  of  St.  Demetrius.** 
After  several  victories,  the  prudence  of  Henry  concluded  an 
honorable  peace  with  the  successor  of  the  tyrant,  and  with 
the  Greek  princes  of  Nice  and  Spirus.  If  he  ceded  some 
doubtful  limits,  an  ample  kingdom  was  reserved  for  himself 
and  his  feudatories;  and  his  reign,  which  lasted  only  ten 
years,  afforded  a  short  interval  of  prosperity  and  peace. 
Far  above  the  narrow  policy  of  Baldwin  and  Boniface,  he 
freely  introsted  to  the  Greeks  the  most  important  offices 

**  The  church  of  this  patron  of  Theeulonica  was  served  by  the  canonn  of 
the  holy  sepulchre,  and  contained  a  divine  oinonent  which  distilled  daily  and 
•tiip«i«BniaiiMlM(DMMi|ab  HIM.  dsa  F.  H.  ^ 
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of  the  state  and  army;  and  this  liberality  of  sentiment  and 
practice  was  the  more  seasonable,  as  the  princes  of  Nice 
and  Epirus  had  already  learned  to  seduce  and  employ  the 
mercenary  valor  of  the  Latins.  It  was  the  aim  of  Henry  to 
unite  and  reward  his  deserving  subjects  of  every  njition  and 
language;  but  he  appeared  less  solicitous  to  accomplish  the 
impracticable  union  of  the  two  churches.  Pchigius,  the  ])opr'^ 
legate,  wlio  acted  us  the  sovereign  of  Const:intinoj)le,  had 
interdicted  the  worship  of  the  Greeks,  and  sternly  imposed 
the  payment  of  tithes,  the  double  procession  of  the  Holy 
Ghost,  and  a  blind  obedience  to  the  Roman  pontiff.  As 
the  weaker  party,  they  pleaded  the  duties  of  conscience  and 
im])lorcd  the  rights  of  toleration:  "Our  bodies,"  they  said, 
"are  Caesar's,  but  our  souls  belong  only  to  God."  The 
persecution  was  checked  by  the  firmness  of  the  emperor;* 
and  if  we  can  believe  that  the  same  prince  was  poisoned 
by  the  Greeks  themselves,  we  must  enterUiin  a  coiitenijtti- 
ble  idea  of  the  sense  and  gratitude  of  mankind.  His  valor 
was  a  vulgar  attribute,  which  he  shared  with  ten  thousand 
knights;  but  Henry  possessed  the  superior  courage  to  op- 
pose, in  a  superstitious  age,  the  pride  and  avarice  of  the 
clergy.  In  the  cathedral  of  St.  Sophia  he  presumed  to  place 
his  tlirone  on  the  right  hand  of  the  patriarch;  and  this  pre- 
sumption excited  the  sharpest  censure  of  Pope  Innocent  the 
Third.  By  a  salutary  edict,  one  of  the  first  examples  of 
the  laws  of  mortmain,  he  prohibited  the  alienation  of  fiefs; 
many  of  tlie  Latins,  desirous  of  returning  to  Europe,  resigned 
their  estates  to  the  church  for  a  sjjiritual  or  tempornl  reward; 
these  holy  lands  were  immediately  discharged  from  military 
service;  and  a  colony  of  soldiers  would  have  been  gradually 
transformed  into  a  college  of  priests.'* 

The  virtuous  Henry  died  at  Thessalonica,  in  the  defence 


Acropoiiu  (c.  17)  obsorvea  the  persecution  of  the  legale,  and  the  tolera- 
tion of  Henry  (<Kpi|  as  he  calls  hiiii)^  ^Xvim^a  icarcirToptir*. 

**  Reign  of  Henry,  in  Ducange  (IIlsl.  de  C.  P.  1,  i.  c.  35-41,  1.  it.  c.  1-22), 
who  is  much  indebted  to  tite  KpiMtleM  of  the  Popes.  Le  Beau  (Hist,  do  Bas 
Knpire,  xzi.  120,  has  found,  perhaps  in  Doutromau,  some  laws  uf  lieoij,  whloh 
'J0tennined  the  servioe  of        wad  Iht  |irerafKtiTM  ot  the  aiapsror. 
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of  that  kingdom,  and  of  an  infant,  the  son  of  his  friend 

Boniface.  In  the  tir.st  two  emperors  of  Constantinople  the 
male  line  of  tlie  counts  of  Flanders  was  extinct.  But  their 
sister  Yolande  was  the  wife  of  a  French  prince,  the  mother 
of  a  numerous  progeny;  and  one  of  her  daughters  had  mar- 
ried Andrew,  king  of  Hungary,  a  brave  and  pious  champion 
of  the  cross.  By  seating  him  on  the  Bj'zantine  throne,  the 
barons  of  Romania  would  have  acquired  the  forces  of  a 
neighboring  and  warlike  kingdom;  but  the  prudent  An- 
drew revered  the  laws  of  succession;  and  the  princess 
Yolande,  with  her  husband  Peter  of  Courtenay,  count  of 
Auxerre,  was  invited  by  the  Latins  to  assume  (a.d.  1217, 
April  9)  the  empire  of  the  East.  The  royal  birth  of  his 
father,  the  noble  origin  of  his  mother,  recommended  to  the 
barons  of  France  the  fii'st  cousin  of  their  king.  His  reputa- 
tion was  fair,  his  possessions  were  ample,  and,  in  tlie  bloody 
crusade  against  the  Albigeois,  the  soldiers  and  the  priests 
had  been  abundantly  satisfied  of  his  zeal  and  valor.  Vanity 
might  applaud  the  elevation  of  a  French  emperor  of  Con- 
stantinople; but  prudence  must  pity,  rather  than  envy,  his 
treacherous  and  imaginary  greatness.  To  assert  and  adorn 
his  title,  he  was  reduced  to  sell  or  mortgage  the  best  of  liis 
patrimony.  By  these  expedients,  tlie  liberality  of  his  roj-al 
kinsman  Philip  Augustus,  and  the  national  spirit  of  chiv- 
alry, he  was  enabled  to  pass  the  Alps  at  the  head  of  140 
knights,  and  5,500  sergeants  and  archers.  After  some  hesi- 
tation, Pope  Honorius  the  Third  was  persuaded  to  crown 
the  successor  of  Constantine;  but  he  performed  the  ceremony 
in  a  church  without  the  walls,  lest  he  should  seem  to  imply 
or  to  bestow  any  right  of  sovereignty  over  the  ancient  capi- 
tal of  the  empire.  The  Venetians  had  engaged  to  transport 
Peter  and  his  forces  beyond  the  Hadnatic,  an<l  the  empress, 
with  her  four  children,  to  the  Byzaniine  palace;  but  they 
required,  as  the  price  of  their  service,  that  he  should  recover 
Durazzo  from  the  despot  of  P^pirus.  Michael  Angelas,  or 
Comnenus,  the  first  of  his  dynasty,  had  bequeathed  the  suc- 
cession of  his  power  and  ambition  to  Theodore,  his  legiili- 
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mate  brother,  who  already  threatened  and  invaded  the  estab- 
lishments of  tlie  Latins.  After  discharging  his  debt  by  a 
fruitless  assault,  tlie  emperor  raised  the  siege  to  prosecute 
a  long  and  ju-rilous  journey  overland  from  Durazzo  to  Thes- 
galonica.  lie  was  soon  lost  in  the  mountains  of  Epirus:  the 
passes  were  fortified;  his  provisions  exhausted:  he  was  de- 
layed and  deceived  by  a  treacherous  negotiation ;  and,  after 
Peter  of  Courtenay  and  the  Roman  legate  had  been  arrested 
in  a  banquet,  tiie  French  troops,  without  leaders  or  hopes, 
were  eager  to  exchange  their  arms  for  the  delusive  promise 
of  mercy  and  bread.  The  Vatican  thundered;  and  the  im- 
pious Theodore  was  threatened  with  the  vengeance  of  earth 
and  heaven;  but  the  captive  emperor  and  his  soldiers  were 
forgotten,  and  tlie  reproaches  of  the  pope  are  confined  to  the 
imprisonment  of  his  legate.  No  sooner  was  he  satisfied  by 
the  deliverance  of  the  priest  and  a  promise  of  spiritual  obedi-  • 
ence,  than  he  pardoned  and  protected  the  despot  of  Epirus. 
Hia  peremptory  commands  suspended  the  ardor  of  the  Vene- 
tians and  the  king  of  Hungary ;  and  it  was  only  by  a  natural 
or  untimely  death"  that  Peter  of  Courtenay  was  released 
from  Ins  hopeless  (a.d.  1217-1219)  caj)tivity.** 

The  long  ignorance  of  his  fate,  and  the  presence  of  the 
lawful  sovereign,  of  Yolande,  his  wife  or  widow,  delayed 
the  proclamation  of  a  new  emperor.  Before  her  death,  and 
in  the  midst  of  her  grief,  she  was  delivered  of  a  son,  who 
was  named  Baldwin,  the  last  and  most  unfortunate  of  the 
Latin  princes  of  Constantinople.  His  birth  endeared  him 
to  the  barons  of  Romania;  but  his  childhood  would  have 
prolonged  the  troubles  of  a  minority,  and  his  claims  were 
superseded  by  the  elder  chdms  of  his  brethren.  The  first 
of  those,  Philip  of  Courtenay,  who  derived  from  his  mother 

•  AeropolitA  (c.  14)  affinna  that  Petor  of  Courtenay  died  by  ihc  sword 
(tpyr  M«x«*#«r  yw>#t) :  but  from  his  d*rk  expressioos  1 8li«u)d  conclude  a  previous 
captivity,  m  •mrrmmftitfttrfmrm  — w|—>  »w>»Mr>  — iwn.  TlMQironideof  AuMIt 

dolAvfl  the  emporor'a  detth  till  the  jmt  IS19;  MBd  Auzerre  is  in  Um  iie|ghbar> 

hood  of  Courtenay. 

"  B«lgB  aad  ^mA  €<  FMsr  of  Ooorteiuij»  In  Doeaugo  (HIH  da  a  P.  L  H. 
c.  22-28^  vte  fmUfy  alrifM  t»  «im  tlii  B^giaeB  U  tte  «npMor  fej  Hd- 
nofiusIII 
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the  inheritanoe  of  Namur,  had  fhe  wisdom  to  prefer  tbe  evb* 

stance  of  a  marquisate  to  the  shadow  of  an  empire;  and  on 
his  refusal,  Robert,  the  second  of  the  sons  of  Peter  and 
Yolande,  was  called  to  the  throne  (A.D.  1221-1228)  of  Con- 
stantinople. Warned  by  his  father's  mischance,  he  pursned 
his  slow  and  secure  journey  through  Germany  and  along  the 
Danube;  a  passage  was  opened  by  his  sister's  marriage  with 
the  king  of  Hungary;  and  the  emperor  Robert  was  crowned 
by  the  patriarch  in  the  cathedral  of  St.  Sophia.  But  his 
reign  was  an  era  of  calamity  and  disgrace;  and  the  colony, 
as  it  was  styled,  of  New  France  yielded  on  all  sides  to  the 
Greeks  of  Nice  and  Epirus.  After  a  victory,  which  he  owed 
to  his  perfidy  rather  than  his  courage,  Theodore  Angelus 
entered  the  kingdom  of  Thessalonica,  expelled  the  feeble 
Demetrius,  the  son  of  the  marquis  Boniface,  erected  his 
standard  on  the  walls  of  Hadrianople;  and  added,  by  his 
vanity,  a  third  or  fourth  name  to  the  list  of  rival  emperors. 
The  relics  of  the  Asiatic  province  were  swept  away  by  John 
Vataces,  the  son -in  law  and  successor  of  Theodore  Lascaris, 
aad  who,  in  a  triumphant  reign  of  thirty  three  years,  dis- 
played the  virtues  both  of  peace  and  war.  Under  his  disci- 
pline the  swords  of  the  French  mercenaries  were  the  most 
efEectoal  instrument  of  his  conquests,  and  their  desertion 
from  the  service  of  their  country  was  at  once  a  symptom  and 
a  cause  of  the  rising  ascendant  of  the  Greeks.  By  the  con- 
struction of  a  fleet,  he  obtained  the  coinmund  of  the  Helles- 
pont, reduced  the  islands  of  Lesbos  and  Rhodes,  attacked  the 
Venetians  of  Candia,  and  intercepted  the  rure  and  parsimo- 
nious succors  of  the  West.  Once,  and  once  only,  the  Latin 
emperor  sent  an  army  against  Vataces;  and  in  the  defeat  of 
that  army,  the  veteran  knights,  the  last  of  the  original  con- 
querors, were  left  on  the  field  of  battle.  But  the  success 
of  a  foreign  enemy  was  less  painful  to  the  pusillanimous 
Bobert  than  the  insolence  of  his  Latin  subjects,  who  con- 
founded the  weakness  of  the  emperor  and  of  the  empire. 
His  personal  misfortunes  will  prove  the  anarchy  of  the  gov- 
ernment and  the  ierociooaneas  of  tke  times.   Tl>e  amorous 


Digitized  by  Gopgle 


THE  DECLINE  AND  FALL 


youth  had  neglected  his  Greek  bride,  the  daughter  of  Va- 

taces,  to  introduce  into  the  palace  a  beautiful  maid,  of  a 
private,  though  noble,  family  of  Artois;  and  her  mother 
had  been  teijij)tt'il  by  the  lustre  of  the  ])urple  to  forfeit  her 
engagements  witli  a  gentleman  of  Burgundy.  His  love  was 
converted  into  rage;  he  assembled  his  friends,  forced  the 
palace  gates,  threw  the  mother  into  the  sea,  and  inhumanly 
cut  ofip  the  nose  and  lips  of  the  wife  or  concubine  of  the  em- 
peror. Instead  of  punishing  tlie  offender,  the  barons  avowed 
and  applauded  the  savage  deed,"  which,  as  a  prince  and  as 
a  man,  it  was  impossible  that  Robert  should  forgive.  He 
escaped  from  the  guilty  city  to  implore  the  justice  or  com- 
passion of  the  pope:  the  en^j)eror  was  coolly  exhorted  to 
return  to  his  station;  before  he  could  obey,  he  sunk  under 
the  weight  of  grief,  shame,  and  impotent  resentment. — Beign 
of  Robert,  in  Ducange  (Hist,  de  C.  P.  1.  iii.  c.  1-12). 

It  was  only  in  the  age  of  chivalry  that  valor  could  ascend 
from  a  private  station  to  the  thrones  of  Jerusalem  and  Con- 
stantinople. The  titular  kingdom  of  Jerusalem  had  devolved 
to  Mary,  the  daughter  of  Isabella  and  Conrad  of  Montferrat, 
and  the  granddaughter  of  Almeric  or  Amaury.  She  was 
given  to  John  of  Brienne  (a.d.  1228-1237),  of  a  noble  family 
in  Champagne,  by  the  public  voice,  and  the  judgment  of 
Philip  Augustus,  who  named  him  as  the  most  worthy  cham- 
pion of  the  Holy  Land."  In  the  fifth  crusade,  he  led  100,000 
Latins  to  the  conquest  of  Egypt;  by  him  the  siege  of  Dami- 
etta  was  achieved;  and  the  subsequent  failure  was  justly 
ascribed  to  the  pride  and  avarice  of  the  legate.  After  the 
marriage  of  his  daughter  with  Frederic  the  Second,**  he 

MarinuB  Sanutus  (Secreta  Fidelium  CrucU,  L  fl.     4»  e.  18,  p.  73)  is  so 

much  doliffhtod  with  tliis  bloody  deed  that  he  has  transcribed  it  in  his  margin 
as  a  lx>num  ezemplum.  Tct  he  acknowledgee  the  damsd  for  the  lawful  wiie 
d  Robert. 

Rox  igitur  Franciffi,  deliberatloue  habit&  respondit  iiuniiis,  se  daturum 
hominem  Syrim  partibus  aptum;  ia  armis  probum  {preux),  in  bellia  securum,  in 
agendis  providum,  Johannem  comitem  BreamoMin.  Smut.  Seorak  FidaL  L  iU. 
pi  xi.  c.  4.  p.  205.     Matthew  Paris,  p  169. 

**  GiannoDe  (Ist.  CiviL  ii.  L  xri,  380)  diacuaaee  the  marriage  ot  Frederic  II. 
with  the  daughter  of  J«lm  «l  BHwaek  wd  tht  doulil*  mioii  oC  th*  erowM  of 
VaplM  and  J«nia«lMB. 
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was  provoked  by  the  emperor's  ingratitude  to  accept  the 
command  of  the  army  of  the  church;  and  though  advanced 
in  life  and  despoiled  of  royalty,  the  sword  and  spirit  of  John 
of  Brienne  were  still  ready  for  the  service  of  Christendom. 
In  the  seven  years  of  his  brother's  reign,  Baldwin  of  Cour- 
tenay  had  not  emei^ed  from  a  stiite  of  cliildhood,  and  the 
barons  of  Romania  felt  the  strong  necessity  of  placing  the 
sceptre  in  the  hands  of  a  man  and  a  hero.  The  veteran 
king  of  Jerusalem  might  have  disdained  the  name  and  olHco 
of  regent;  they  agreed  to  invest  him  for  his  life  with  the 
title  and  prerogatives  of  emperor,  on  the  sole  condition  that 
Baldwin  should  marry  his  second  daughter,  and  succeed  at 
a  mature  age  to  the  throne  of  Constantinople.  The  expec- 
tation, both  of  the  Greeks  and  Latins,  was  kindled  by  the 
renown,  the  choice,  and  the  presence  of  John  of  Brienne: 
and  they  admired  his  martial  aspect,  his  green  and  vigorous 
age  of  more  than  fourscore  years,  and  his  size  and  st-iture, 
which  surpassed  the  common  measure  of  mankind.**  But 
avarice,  and  the  love  of  ease,  appeared  to  have  chilled  the 
ardor  of  enterprise:  his  troops  were  disbanded,  and  two 
years  rolled  away  without  action  or  honor,  till  he  was  awak- 
ened by  the  dangerous  alliance  of  Vataces,  empemr  of  Nice, 
and  of  xVzan,  king  of  Bulgaria.  They  besieged  Constanti- 
nople by  sea  and  land,  with  an  army  of  100,000  men  and  a 
fleet  of  800  ships  of  war;  while  the  entire  force  of  the  Latin 
emperor  was  reduced  to  160  knights,  and  a  small  addition 
of  sergeants  and  archers.  I  tremble  to  relate  that,  instead  of 
defending  the  city,  the  hero  made  a  sally  at  the  head  of  bis 
cavalry;  and  that  of  forty-eight  squadrons  of  the  enemy,  no 
more  than  three  escaped  from  the  edge  of  his  invincible 
Bword.  Fired  by  his  example,  the  infantry  and  the  citizens 
boarded  the  vessels  that  anchored  close  to  the  walls;  and 
twenty -five  were  dragged  in  triumph  into  the  harbor  of  Con* 


^  Acropolita,  c  27.  The  historian  was  at  that  time  a  boy,  and  educated  aft 
CbDiUnltaopIek,  In  1S88,  when  h(»  was  ctoven  jmm  oU,  w  itefaar  Inks  ite 

Latin  chain,  left  a  ti^endid  fortune,  and  p»caped  tB  HMCtoMk  flHttff  MIOS^ 
where  his  son  was  raised  to  the  highest  honora. 
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Btantinople.  At  the  summons  of  the  emperor,  the  vassals 
and  allies  armed  in  her  defence;  broke  through  every  obsta- 
cle that  opposed  their  passage;  and,  in  the  succeeding  year, 
obtained  a  second  victory  over  the  Bainc  enemies.  By  the 
rude  poeta  of  the  age,  John  of  Brienne  is  compared  to  Hec- 
tor, Roland,  and  Judas  Maccabrous:*'  but  their  credit,  and 
his  glory,  receives  some  abatement  from  the  silence  of  the 
Greeks.  The  empire  was  soon  deprived  of  the  last  of  her 
champions;  and  the  dying  monarch  was  ambitious  to  enter 
paradise  in  the  iiabit  of  a  Franciscan  friar.*' 

In  the  double  victory  of  John  of  Brienne,  I  cannot  dis- 
cover the  name  or  exploits  of  his  pupil  Baldwin;  who  had 
attained  the  age  of  military  service,  and  who  succeeded  (a.d. 
1287,  Marcli  23— A.D.  1261,  July  25)  to  the  Imperial  dignity 
on  the  decease  of  his  adoptive  father.*'  The  royal  youth 
was  employed  on  a  commission  more  suitable  to  his  temper; 
he  was  sent  to  visit  the  Western  courts,  of  the  pope  more 
especially,  and  of  the  king  of  France;  to  excite  their  pity 
by  the  view  of  his  innocence  and  distress;  and  to  obtain 
some  supplies  of  men  or  money  for  the  relief  of  the  sinking 
empire.  He  thrice  n'j)catcd  these  mendicant  visits,  in  which 
he  seemed  to  prolong  his  skiy  an<l  postpone  his  return:  of 
the  11  ve-and -twenty  years  of  his  reign,  a  greater  number 
were  spent  abroad  than  at  home;  and  in  no  place  did  the 
emj)eror  deem  himself  less  free  and  secure  than  in  his  na- 
tive country,  and  his  capital.    On  some  public  occasions, 


*•  Philip  Mouakes,  bishop  of  Tournay  (a.d.  1274-1282),  has  composed  a 
poem,  or  rather  a  Hiring  of  verses,  in  bad  old  FleraitUi  Froiicii,  on  the  Latin  em- 
perot  H  of  CoD8tantiQopTe»  which  Ducange  has  published  at  the  end  nt  VlUehar' 
douin*  p*  224,  for  the  prowuas  of  John  of  Brienne. 

N*  Ale.  Ector.  Roll*  ne  Ogien 
Ne  Jndas  Machabeua  li  siera 
Tant  no  fit  d'armos  en  ostoro 
Oom  fist  li  Kois  Jehans  oel  jon 
Bt  il  defoni  et  U  dedans 
La  paru  sa  foroe  si  ses  sens 
Kl  li  hardiment  qu'il  avoit. 

*  Reign  of  John  de  Brienne,  in  Ducange,  Hist  de  0.  P.  1.  ill.  e.  18<-S6. 
^  Reian  of  Baldwin  IL  till  Us  ss|riIbioii  ftam  OooMMitfaioirit,  la  Damagt, 
Bkt,  d»  a  P.  L  iT.  t.  1-H  tlM«od  L  T.  0. 1-tS. 
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his  vanity  might  be  soothed  by  the  title  of  Augustus,  and 

by  the  honors  of  the  purple;  and  at  the  general  council  of 
Lyons,  when  Frederic  the  Second  was  excommunicated  and 
deposed,  his  Oriental  colleague  was  enthroned  on  the  right 
hand  of  the  pope.  But  how  often  was  the  exue,  the  va- 
grant, the  Imperial  beggar,  humbled  with  scorn,  insulted 
with  pity,  and  degraded  in  his  own  eyes  and  those  of  the 
nations!  In  his  first  visit  to  England  he  was  stopped  at 
Dover,  by  a  severe  reprimand  that  he  should  presume, 
without  leave,  to  enter  an  independent  kingdom.  After 
some  delay,  Baldwin  however  was  permitted  to  pursue  his 
journey,  was  entertained  with  cold  civility,  and  thankfully 
departed  with  a  present  of  seven  hundred  marks.**  From 
the  avarice  of  Rome,  he  could  only  obtain  the  proclamation 
of  a  crusade  and  a  treasure  of  indulgences;  a  coin,  whose 
currency  was  depreciated  by  too  frequent  and  indiscriminate 
abuse.  Ilis  birth  and  misfortunes  recommended  him  to  the 
generosity  of  his  cousin  Louis  the  Ninth;  but  the  martial 
zeal  of  the  saint  was  diverted  from  Constantinople  to  Egypt 
and  Palestine;  and  the  public  and  private  property  of  Bald- 
win was  alleviated,  for  a  moment,  by  the  alienation  of  the 
marquisate  of  Namur  and  the  lordship  of  Courtenay,  the  last 
remains  of  his  inheritance.**  By  such  shameful  or  ruinous 
expedients,  he  once  more  returned  to  Romania,  with  an 
army  of  30,000  soldiers,  whose  numbers  were  doubled  in  the 
apprehension  of  the  Greeks.  His  first  despatches  to  Franco 
and  England  announced  his  victories  and  his  hopes:  he  had 
reduced  the  country  round  the  capital  to  the  distance  of 
three  days'  journey;  and  if  he  succeeded  against  an  im- 
portant, though  nameless,  city  (most  probably  Chiorli),  the 

ICatthew  Paris  relates  the  two  visits  of  Baldwin  II.  to  the  English  court, 
pp.  396,  6ST :  bis  roturn  to  Oreooe  annati  mao(i.  p.  407 :  his  leMers  of  his 
Domcn  formidabile,  etc,  p.  481  (a  passage  which  had  esoiiwd  Dncange):  his 

expuUion,  p.  850. 

*  Louis  IX.  disapproved  and  stopped  the  alieuatioii  of  Oourteoaj  (Dueaage, 

1  iv.  c  23).  It  ia  now  annexed  to  the  roj'al  demesne,  but  granted  for  a  term 
{engagi)  to  the  family  of  Boulainvilliers.  Courtenay,  in  the  election  of  Nemours 
in  the  Isle  de  France,  is  a  town  of  900  inhabitanta  with  the  rswilni  ef  *  casUe 
(IMaagMi  ticds  4*iiim  gmad  Bihitow  zIt.  U). 
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frontier  would  be  safe  and  the  passage  accessible.  Bat  these 
expectations  (if  Baldwin  was  sincere)  quickly  vanished  like 
a  dream;  the  troops  and  treasures  of  France  melted  away  in 
his  unskilful  hands;  and  the  throne  of  the  Latin  emperor 
was  protected  by  a  dishonorable  alliance  with  the  Turks  and 
Comans.  To  secure  the  former,  he  consented  to  bestow  his 
niece  on  the  unbelieving  sultan  of  Cogni;  to  please  the  lat- 
ter, he  complied  with  their  Pagan  rites;  a  dog  was  sacrificed 
between  the  two  armies;  and  the  contracting  parties  tasted 
each  other's  blood,  as  a  pledge  of  their  fidelity."  In  the 
palace  or  prison  of  Constantinople,  the  successor  of  Au- 
gustus demolished  the  vacant  houses  for  winter  fuel,  and 
stripped  the  lead  from  the  churches  for  the  daily  expense 
of  his  family.  Some  usurious  loans  were  dealt  with  a  acaaty 
liand  by  the  merchants  of  Italy;  and  Philip,  his  son  and 
heir,  was  pawned  at  Venice  as  the  security  lor  a  debt.*' 
Thirst,  hunger,  and  nakedness,  are  potitiye  evils;  but 
wealth  is  relative;  and  a  prince,  who  would  be  rich  in 
a  private  station,  may  be  exposed  by  the  increase  of  his 
wants  to  all  the  anxiety  and  bitterness  of  poverty. 

But  in  this  abject  distress,  the  emperor  and  empire  were 
still  possessed  of  an  ideal  treasure,  which  drew  its  fantastic 
Talue  from  the  superstition  of  the  Christian  world.  The 
merit  of  the  true  cross  was  somewhat  impaired  by  its  fre- 
quent division;  and  a  long  captivity  among  the  infidels 
might  shed  some  suspicion  on  the  fragments  that  were 
produced  in  the  Bsst  and  West.  But  another  relic  of  the 
Passion  was  preserved  in  the  Imperial  chapel  of  Constanti- 
nople; and  the  crown  of  thorns  which  had  been  placed  on 
the  head  of  Christ  was  equally  precious  and  authentic.  It 
had  formerly  been  the  practice  of  the  Egyptian  debtors  to 
deposit,  as  a  security,  the  mummies  of  their  parents;  and 
both  their  honor  and  religion  were  bound  for  the  redemp- 


JolBvUle,  p.  104,  ed.  du  Louvre.  A  Conian  prinoo,  who  died  without 
bapUmn,  wm  bttriad  at  dui  gatM  of  Conitantinopto  fritk  a  !?•  vetioiit  of  slavM 
and  boraaa. 

Sanut.  Saerak  Fidd.  Onidi,  L  fi.  ^  k.  «;  IS,  p.  tS. 
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tion  of  the  pledge.  -In  the  same  manner,  and  in  the  absence 
of  the  emperor,  the  barons  of  Romania  borrowed  the  sum  of 
13,134  pieces  of  gold,**  on  the  credit  of  the  holy  crown:  they 
failed  in  the  performance  of  their  contract;  and  a  rich  Vene- 
tian, Nicholas  Querini,  undertook  to  satisfy  their  impatient 
creditors,  on  condition  that  the  relic  should  be  lodged  at 
Venice,  to  become  his  absolute  property,  if  it  were  not 
redeemed  within  a  short  and  definite  t<  rrn.  The  bannis 
apprised  their  sovereign  of  the  hard  treaty  and  impending 
loss;  and  as  the  empire  could  not  afford  a  ransom  of  £7,000, 
Baldwin  was  anxious  to  snatch  the  prize  from  the  Venetians, 
and  to  vest  it  with  more  honor  and  emolument  in  the  hands 
of  the  most  Christian  king.**  Yet  the  negotiation  was  at- 
tended with  some  delicacy.  In  the  purchase  of  relics,  the 
saint  would  have  started  at  the  guilt  of  simony;  but  if  the 
mode  of  expression  were  changed  he  might  lawfully  repay 
the  debt,  accept  the  gift,  and  acknowledge  the  obligation. 
His  ambassadors,  two  Dominicans,  were  despatched  to  Ven- 
ice, to  redeem  and  receive  the  holy  crown,  which  had  es- 
caped the  dangers  of  the  sea  and  the  galleys  of  Vataces. 
On  opening  a  wooden  box,  they  recognized  the  seals  of  the 
doge  and  barons,  which  were  applied  on  a  shrine  of  silver; 
and  within  this  shrine,  the  monument  of  the  Passion  was 
enclosed  in  a  golden  vase.  The  reluctant  Venetians  yielded 
to  justice  and  power:  the  emperor  Frederic  granted  a  free 
and  honorable  passage;  the  court  of  France  advanced  as  far 
as  Troyes  in  Champagne,  to  meet  with  devotion  this  inesti- 
mable relic:  it  was  borne  in  triumph  through  Paris  by  the 
king  himself,  barefoot,  and  in  his  shirt;  and  a  free  gift  of 
10,000  marks  of  silver  reconciled  Baldwin  to  his  loss.  The 
Bttccess  of  this  transaction  tempted  the  Latin  emperor  to 

*  Under  Ch«  worcto,  Perpanu,  Perpera,  Bffperpmm,  Dueaofi^  is  short  and 
vague*  Monetje  prenua.  From  n  cornipl  pansage  of  Qunlhenis  (Hist.  C.  P.  C.  8, 
P-  ^^h  ^  guesa  that  the  Peryera  waa  the  nummus  aureus,  the  fourth  part  of 
ft  ouurk  of  ailwr,  or  about  ton  ahiUingt  tttaiiag  in  valtw.  In  lead,  H  would 
be  too  contemptible. 

*  For  the  translatioii  ox  the  holy  crown,  etc,  from  ConatantiiMmle  to  Paris, 
Bucai^CHiM.  daa  P.  L  iv.  «.  11-14,  M,  W)  aod  ftoniy  (Hiik  Seelfli.  Xftt. 
201). 
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offer  with  the  same  generosity  the  remaining  furniture  of 
his  chapel;**  a  large  and  authentic  portion  of  the  true  cross; 
the  baby-linen  of  the  Son  of  God;  the  hince,  the  sponge, 
and  the  chain,  of  his  Passion;  the  rod  of  Moses,  and  part 
of  the  skull  of  St.  John  the  Baptist.  For  the  reception  of 
these  spiritual  treasures,  20,()()0  marks  were  expended  by 
St.  Louis  on  a  stately  foundation,  the  holy  chapel  of  Paris, 
on  which  the  muse  of  Boileau  has  bestowed  a  comic  immor- 
tality. The  truth  of  such  remote  and  ancient  relics,  which 
cannot  be  proved  by  any  human  testimony,  must  be  ad- 
mitted by  those  who  believe  in  the  miracles  which  they 
have  performed.  About  the  middle  of  the  last  age,  an  in* 
vetcrate  ulcer  was  touched  and  cured  by  a  holy  prickle  of 
the  holy  crown:"  the  proHitry  attested  by  the  most  pious 
and  enli'ghtened  Christians  of  France;  nor  will  the  fact  be 
easily  disproved,  except  by  those  who  are  armed  with  a 
general  antidote  against  religious  credulity." 

The  Latins  of  Constantinople"  were  on  all  sides  encom- 
passed (a.d.  1237-1261)  and  pressed:  their  sole  hope,  the 
last  delay  of  their  ruin,  was  in  the  division  of  their  Greek 
and  Bulgarian  enemies;  and  of  this  hope  they  were  deprived 
by  the  superior  arms  and  policy  of  Vataces,  emperor  of  Nice. 
From  the  Propontis  to  the  rocky  coast  of  Pamphylia,  Asia 
was  peaceful  and  prosperous  under  his  reign;  and  the  events 

**  MeUnges  tir^s  d*une  grande  Biblio.  xliii.  201.  The  Lutrin  of  BoOeM 
oshibiti!  tlie  inside,  the  soul  tuid  manners  of  the  Sainte  CkapeUe:  and  many 
facts  relative  to  the  institutioii  are  eolleeted  and  eatplafaied  by  Jiia  conuneDtaton, 
Broaaeue  and  de  St.  Marc 

M  It  was  performed,  a.d.  1656,  March  24,  on  the  niece  of  Pa.<}cal;  and  that 
aiiperior  genius,  wiih  Arnuuld,  Nicole,  etc,  were  on  the  spot  to  bflicve  and 
attest  a  miracle  which  confounded  the  Jesuits,  and  saved  Fort  &ojral  (CEuTraa 
de  Racine,  vi.  176.  in  his  eloquent  Histoire  of  Port  Rojal). 

**  Voltaire  (Siccio  de  Louis  XIV.  c.  37,  (Euvres,  \x.  178)  striyes  to  invalidate 
the  fact:  but  Hume  (K5>sar<<.  ii.  4S3),  with  more  sIdU  and  sueoen,  Musei  the 
battery,  and  turns  the  cannon  againat  his  enemies. 

"  The  gradual  losses  of  the  Latins  may  bo  traced  in  the  third,  fourth,  and 
fifth  boolfs  of  the  compilation  of  Dneanpe:  but  of  tho  Oroek  conquests  he  haa 
dropped  many  circumstances,  which  may  recovered  from  the  larger  history 
of  George  Acropolita.  and  the  first  tlireo  b>w<ks  of  Nicephonis  Gregoras.  two 
writers  of  the  Byzantine  Roriea.  wlio  liave  had  the  \  -f  d  fortune  to  meet  with 
learned  editors.  Loo  AUauua  at  fiume,  and  John  Boi/ia  la  the  Academy  of 
InaeriptiQiia  of  Fwla. 
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of  every  campaign  extended  liis  influence  in  Europe.  The 
strong  cities  of  the  hills  of  Macedonia  and  Thrace  were  res- 
cued from  the  Bulgarians;  and  their  kingdom  was  circum- 
scribed by  its  present  and  proper  limits,  along  the  southern 
banks  of  the  Danube.  The  sole  emperor  of  the  Romans 
could  no  longer  brook  that  a  lord  of  Epirus,  a  Comnenian 
prince  of  the  West,  should  presume  to  dispute  or  share  the 
honors  of  the  purple;  and  the  humble  Demetrius  changed 
the  color  of  his  buskins,  and  accepted  with  gratitude  the 
ap}>elkition  of  despot.  His  own  subjects  were  exasperated 
by  his  baseness  and  incapacity:  tliey  implored  the  protec- 
tion of  their  supreme  lord.  After  some  resistance,  the  king- 
dom of  Thessalonica  was  united  to  the  empire  of  Nice;  and 
Vataces  reigned  without  a  competitor  from  the  Turkish  bor- 
ders to  the  Hadriatic  Gulf.  The  princes  of  Europe  revered 
his  merit  and  })ower;  and  had  he  subscribed  an  orthodox 
creed,  it  should  seem  that  the  pope  would  have  abandoned 
without  reluctance  the  Latin  throne  of  Constantinople.  But 
the  death  of  Vataces,  the  short  and  busy  reign  of  Theodore, 
his  son,  and  the  helpless  infancy  of  his  grandson  John,  sus- 
pended the  restoration  of  the  Greeks.  In  the  next  chapter 
I  shall  explain  their  domestic  revolutions;  in  this  place, 
it  will  be  sufficient  to  observe  that  the  young  prince  was 
oppressed  by  the  ambition  of  his  guardian  and  colleague 
(a.d.  1259,  Dec.  1),  Michael  Palaeologus,  who  displayed  the 
virtues  and  vices  that  belong  to  the  founder  of  a  new  dy- 
nasty. The  emperor  Baldwin  had  flattered  himself  that 
he  might  recover  some  provinces  or  cities  by  an  impotent 
negotiation.  His  ambassadors  were  dismissed  from  Nice 
with  mockery  and  contempt.  At  every  place  which  they 
named,  Palajologus  alleged  some  special  reason,  which  ren- 
dered it  dear  and  valuable  in  his  eyes:  in  the  one  he  was 
born;  in  another  he  had  been  first  promoted  to  militiiry 
command;  and  in  a  third  he  had  enjoyed,  and  hoped  long 
to  enjoy,  the  pleasures  of  the  chase.  "And  what  then  do 
you  propose  to  give  us?"  said  the  astonished  deputies. 
*'NoUiing,"  replied  the  Greek,  "not  a  foot  o£  land.    If  jour 
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master  be  desiroos  of  peace,  let  him  pay  me,  as  an  annual 
tribute,  the  sum  which  he  receives  from  the  trade  uiid  cus- 
toms of  Constantinople.  On  these  terras  I  may  allow  him 
to  reign.  If  he  refuses,  it  is  war.  I  am  not  ignorant  of  the 
art  of  war,  and  1  trust  the  event  to  God  and  my  sword." — 
George  Acropolita,  c.  78,  p.  89,  ed.  Paris.  An  expedition 
against  the  despot  of  Epirus  was  the  first  prelude  of  his 
arms.  If  a  victory  was  followed  by  a  defeat;  if  the  race 
of  the  Comneni  or  Angeli  8ur\nved  in  those  mountains  his 
efforts  and  his  reign;  the  captivity  of  Villehardouin,  prince 
of  Achaia,  deprived  the  Latins  of  the  most  active  and  pow- 
erful vassal  of  their  expiring  monarchy.  The  rej)ublics  of 
Venice  and  Genoa  disputed,  in  the  first  of  their  naval  wars, 
the  command  of  the  sea  and  the  commerce  of  the  East. 
Pride  and  interest  attached  the  Venetians  to  the  defence 
of  Constantinople:  their  rivals  were  tempted  to  promote 
the  designs  of  her  enemies,  and  the  alliance  of  the  Genoese 
with  thd  schismatic  conqueror  provoked  the  indignation 
of  the  Latin  church.'* 

Intent  on  this  great  object,  the  emperor  Michael  visited 
in  person  and  strengthened  the  troops  and  fortifications  of 
Thrace.  The  remains  of  tlie  Latins  were  driven  from  their 
last  possessions:  he  assaulted  without  success  the  suburb 
of  Galata;  and  corresponded  with  a  perfidious  baron,  who 
proved  unwilling,  or  unable,  to  open  the  gates  of  the  me- 
tropolis. The  next  spring,  his  favorite  general,  Alexius 
Strategopulus,  whom  he  had  decorated  with  the  title  of 
Caesar,  passed  the  Ilellespont  with  eight  hundred  horse 
and  some  infantry,"  on  a  secret  expedition.  His  instruc- 
tions enjoined  him  to  approach,  to  listen,  to  watch,  but  not 


*♦  The  Greeks,  asluuiiod  of  any  foreign  aid,  dief^iiifo  the  alliance  and  Huccor 
of  theOenoese;  but  the  fact  is  proved  by  the  icsiiinony  of  J.  Villani  (Chron. 
L  Ti.  c.  71,  in  Huret.  Script.  Rer.  Ital.  xiii.  202)  and  William  de  Nangig  (AnnaL 
de  St.  Louis,  p.  io  the  Louvre  JoiDviJIe),  two  impaniai  foreigners;  and 
Urban  IV.  thraiteiiMi  to  deprive  Genoa  of  her  archbishop. 

"  Some  precautions  must  be  used  in  reconciling  the  discordant  numbers;  tho 
800  soldiers  of  Nicetna,  the  26,000  oi  Spaodugino  (apud  Ducange,  L  c.  S4); 
the  r.  rooks  and  Scythians  of  Acropolita,  and  thomimMrout  wmj  oC  Miohaol,  iD  tht 
ai^tlM  of  Pope  Urban  lY.  (i.  129). 
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to  risk  any  doubtful  or  dangerons  enterprise  i^gatnst  the  city. 
The  adjaoent  territory  between  the  Propontis  and  the  Black 
Sea  was  ooltivated  by  a  hardy  race  of  peasants  and  ontlaws, 
exeroiaed  in  arms,  nncerlain  in  their  allegiance,  but  inclined 
by  language,  religion,  and  present  advantage,  to  the  party  ol 
the  Greeks.  They  were  styled  the  voluniMf^**  and  by  their 
free  service  the  army  of  Alexins,  with  the  regulars  of  Thrace 
and  the  Coman  auxiliaries,**  was  augmented  to  the  number 
of  2(^000  men.  By  the  ardor  of  the  volunteers,  and  by  hia 
own  ambition,  the  CsBsar  was  stimulated  to  disobey  the  pre* 
.  oise  orders  of  his  master,  in  the  juat  oonfidence  that  success 
wonld  plead  his  pardon  and  reward.  The  weakness  of  Con* 
stantinople,  and  the  distress  and  terror  of  the  Latins,  were 
familiar  to  the  obserration  of  the  yolnnteers;  and  they  rep- 
resented the  present  moment  as  the  most  propitioi|a  to  sur- 
prise and  oonqnest.  A  rash  youth,  the  new  governor  of  the 
Venetian  colony,  had  sailed  away  with  thirty  galleys  and 
the  best  of  the  French  knights,  on  a  wild  expedition  to 
Daplinnsta,  a  town  on  the  Black  Sea  at  the  distance  of  fortjr 
leagues;  and  the  remaining  Latins  were  without  strength  or 
suspicion.  They  were  informed  that  Alexius  had  passed  the 
Hellespont;  but  their  apprehensions  were  lulled  by  the  small- 
ness  of  his  original  numbers;  and  their  imprudence  had  not 
watched  the  subsequent  increase  of  his  army.  If  he  left  his 
main  body  to  second  and  support  his  operations,  he  might 
advance  unperceived  in  the  night  with  a  chosen  det^ichment. 
While  some  applied  (a.d.  1261,  July  25)  scaling-ladders  to 
the  lowest  part  of  the  walls,  they  were  secure  of  an  old 
Greek,  who  could  introduce  their  oompanions  through  a 
subterraneous  passage  into  his  house;  they  could  soon  on 
the  imdde  break  an  entrance  through  the  golden  gate,  which 
had  been  long  obetruoted;  and  the  conqueror  would  be  in 
the  heart  of  the  city  before  the  Latina  were  oonacioua  of 

••Aipmi^Mt.   Thej  are  described  and  named  by  Paohymer  (1.  ii.  c.  14). 
*i  It  to  nwdleii  to  seek  tfieee  OooniM  hi  thtt  dtjserta  of  Tamiiy,  er  •▼en  ol 

Moldavia.  A  part  of  the  hi  rdc-  had  •'\\\  mitif  d  'n  John  Vatacefl,  and  \ras  pNib- 
ablj  settled  as  *  nursery  of  soidien)  oa  some  waste  landa  of  Thrace  (Gantacuaen. 

I.  I.  OL  1). 
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their  danger.  After  some  debate,  the  Caesar  resigned  him- 
self to  the  faitli  of  the  volunteers;  they  were  trusty,  bold, 
and  successful;  and  in  describing  the  plan,  I  have  already 
related  the  execution  and  success.*"  But  no  sooner  had 
Alexius  passed  the  threshold  of  the  golden  gate  than  he 
trembled  at  his  own  rashness;  he  paused,  he  deliberated; 
till  the  desperate  volunteers  urged  him  forward,  by  the  as- 
surance that  in  retreat  lay  the  greatest  and  most  inevitable 
danger.  While  the  Caesar  kept  his  regulars  in  firm  array, 
the  Comans  dispersed  themselves  on  all  sides;  an  alarm  was 
sounded,  and  the  threats  of  fire  and  pillage  compelled  the  . 
citizens  to  a  decisive  resolution.  The  Greeks  of  Constan 
tinople  remembered  their  native  sovereigns;  the  Genoese 
merchants,  their  recent  alliance  and  Venetian  foes;  every 
quarter  was  in  arms;  and  the  air  resounded  with  a  general 
acclamation  of  *'Long  life  and  victory  to  Michael  and  John, 
the  august  emperors  of  the  Romans  I"  Their  rival,  Baldwin, 
was  awakened  by  the  sound;  but  the  most  pressing  danger 
could  not  prompt  him  to  draw  his  sword  in  the  defence  of 
a  city  which  he  deserted,  perhaps,  with  more  pleasure  than 
regret:  he  fled  from  the  palace  to  the  sea-shore,  where  he 
descried  the  welcome  sails  of  the  fleet  returning  from  the 
vain  and  fruitless  attempt  on  Daphnusia.  Constantinople 
was  irrecoverably  lost;  but  the  Latin  emperor  and  the  prin- 
cipal families  embarked  on  board  the  Venetian  galleys,  and 
steered  for  the  isle  of  Euboea,  and  afterward  for  Italy,  where 
the  royal  fugitive  was  entertained  by  the  pope  and  Sicilian 
king  with  a  mixture  of  contempt  and  pi^.  From  the  loss 
of  Constantinople  to  his  death,  he  consumed  thirteen  years, 
soliciting  the  Catholic  powers  to  join  in  his  restoration ;  the 
lesson  had  been  familiar  to  his  youth ;  nor  was  his  last  exile 
more  indigent  or  shameful  than  his  three  former  pilgrimages 
to  the  courts  of  Europe.    His  son  Philip  was  the  heir  of  an 


**  The  loM  of  Constaatinople  is  brieilj  told  bj  Um  Latins:  the  conquest  is 
dMeriMwilitMivMlirfMlioiiligrtlwOiickt;  1^  Afiiopolf »  (c  86),  PftchyM 
G.  ii.  c  S6,  aV),  MlMph.  Gf^for.  ^  iv.  e.  1, 1).  Doflti^  WtL  dt  a  P.  L 
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ideal  empire;  and  the  pretensions  of  hu  daughter  Catherine 
were  transported  by  her  marriage  to  Charles  of  Valois,  the 
brother  of  Philip  the  Fair,  king  of  France.  The  house 
Courtenay  was  represented  in  the  female  line  by  suecessiTe 
alliances,  till  the  title  of  emperor  of  Oonstantinoplo,  too 
bulky  and  Bonorous  for  a  private  name,  modestlj  expired 
in  silence  and  oblivion.'* 

After  this  narrative  of  the  expeditions  of  the  Latins  to 
Palestine  and  Constantinople,  I  cannot  dismias  the  subject 
without  revolving  the  general  consequences  on  the  countries  # 
that  were  the  scene,  and  on  the  nations  that  were  the  actors, 
of  these  memorable  orosades.**  As  soon  as  the  arms  of  the 
Franks  were  withdrawn,  the  impression,  though  not  the 
memory,  was  erased  in  the  Mahometan  realms  of  Egypt  and 
Syria.  Tlie  faithful  disciples  of  the  prophet  were  never 
tempted  by  a  profane  desire  to  study  the  laws  or  language 
of  the  idolaters;  nor  did  the  simplicity  of  their  primitive 
manners  receive  the  slightest  alteration  from  their  inter* 
course  in  peace  and  war  with  the  unknown  strangers  of 
the  West.  The  Oieeks,  who  thought  themselves  prond, 
but  who  were  only  vain,  showed  a  disposition  somewhat 
less  inflexible.  In  the  efforts  for  the  recovery  of  their 
empire,  they  emulated  the  valor,  discipline,  and  tactics  of 
their  antagoniste.  The  modem  literature  of  the  West  they 
might  justly  despise;  but  its  free  spirit  would  instruct  tlicm 
in  the  rights  of  man;  and  some  institutions  of  public  and 
private  life  were  adopted  from  the  French.  The  corre- 
spondence of  Constantinople  and  Italy  diffused  the  knowl- 
edge of  the  Latin  tongue;  and  sevend  of  the  fathers  and 


"  Last  three  books  (1.  v.-viii.),  and  tho  {rcncnlopical  tiibles  of  Ducanp:o.  In 
the  year  1382,  iho  titulur  emperor  of  ConBtantinople  was  Jamof  do  Bam,  duke 
of  Andriu  in  the  kingdom  of  Naples,  the  son  of  Margafel^  daii>rhtor  of  ('Atherine 
de  VaJois,  daughter  of  Catherino,  daugliter  of  Philip,  son  of  Baldwin  II.  (Du- 
cauge,  1.  viii.  c.  37,  38).    It  in  uncertain  whether  he  left  any  posterity. 

*o  Abulfeda„  who  saw  the  conclusion  of  tho  cruBades,  fpeaks  of  the  kingdoms 
of  the  Frank!«,  and  those  of  the  Negroei*.  rp  equally  unknown  (Prolepom  ml 
Goog.).  Had  he  not  dtsdnined  the  Laiiu  language,  bow  easilj  might  the  8yriaa 
prinoe  liav*  foood  booln  and  teterpnlMtT 
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olMBios  were  at  length  honmd  wHik  a  Greek  Tenion." 
But  the  national  and  religions  prejadioea  of  the  Orientals 
were  inflamed  bj  peneontion;  and  the  reign  of  tfie  Latins 
conflrmad  the  separation  of  the  two  ohniehes. 

If  we  compare,  at  the  era  of  the  omsadee,  the  Latins 
of  Europe  with  the  Greeks  and  Arabians,  their  respective 
degrees  of  knowledge,  industry,  and  art,  our  rude  ancestors 
must  be  content  with  the  third  rank  in  the  scale  of  nations. 
Their  successive  improvement  and  present  superiority  may 
be  ascribed  to  a  peculiar  energy  of  character,  to  an  active 
and  imitative  spirit,  unknown  to  their  more  polished  rivals, 
who  at  that  time  were  in  a  stationary  or  retrograde  state. 
With  such  a  disposition,  the  Latins  should  have  derived 
the  most  early  and  essential  benefits  from  a  series  of  events 
which  opened  to  their  eyes  the  prospect  of  the  world,  and 
introduced  them  to  a  long  and  frequent  intercourse  with 
the  more  cultivated  regions  of  the  East  The  first  and  most 
obvious  progress  was  in  trade  and  manufactures,  in  the  arts 
which  are  strongly  prompted  by  the  thirst  of  wealth,  the 
calls  of  necessity,  and  the  gratification  of  the  sense  or  van- 
ity. Among  the  crowd  of  unthinking  fanatics,  a  captive  or 
a  pilgrim  might  sometimes  observe  Ihe  superior  refinements 
of  Cairo  and  Constantinople:  the  first  importer  of  windmills*^ 
was  the  benefactor  of  nations;  and  if  such  blessings  are  en* 
joyed  without  any  grateful  remembrance,  history  has  con- 
descended to  notice  the  more  apparent  luxuries  of  silk  and 
sugar,  which  were  transported  into  Italy  from  Greece  and 
Egypt.  But  the  intellectual  wants  of  the  Latins  were  more 
slowly  felt  and  supplied;  the  ardor  of  studious  curiosity  was 
awakened  in  Europe  by  different  causes  and  more  recent 


"  A  short  and  superBcial  account  of  these  veralons  from  Latin  into  Greek 
is  given  by  Huet  (de  Intorpretat.  et  do  clans  Interpretibua,  p.  131).  Maximu:) 
Fluudos,  a  monk  of  Conatantinople  (a.D.  1327-1363),  has  tranBlated  C'esar'n 
Commentaries,  the  Somuium  Scipionis,  the  IfotamorplUMM  and  UwoidiM  o( 
Ovid.  etc.  (Fabric.  Bib.  Or»c.  x.  633). 

**  Windmilla,  first  invented  in  the  dry  countnr  of  Asia  Minor,  were  used  fa 
Nonnanc'r  as  early  as  tlkt  jmt  1106  (Via  prlTM  dM  Wnn^.  L  4S.  ■  Dwm^ 
Gloss.  Latin,  iv.  474). 
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events;  and,  in  the  age  of  the  cruBades,  thej  viewed  with. 
careless  indifference  the  literature  of  the  Greeks  and  Arabi- 
ans. Some  rudiments  of  mathematioal  and  medicinal  knowl' 
edge  might  be  imparted  in  practice  and  In  figures;  neoessilj 
might  produce  some  interpreters  lor  the  grosser  business  of 
merchants  and  soldiers;  but  the  commerce  of  the  Orientals 
had  not  diffused  the  study  and  knowledge  of  their  languages 
in  the  schools  of  Europe."  If  a  similar  principle  of  religion 
repulsed  the  idiom  of  the  Koran,  it  should  have  excited 
their  patience  and  curiosity  to  understand  the  original  text 
of  the  Qospel ;  and  the  same  grammar  would  have  unfolded 
the  sense  of  Plato  and  the  beauties  of  Homer.  Yet  in  a 
reign  of  sixty  years  the  Latins  of  Constantinople  disdained 
the  speech  and  learning  of  their  subjects;  and  the  manu- 
scripts were  the  only  tressuies  which  the  natives  might 
enjoy  without  rapine  or  envy.  Aristotle  was  indeed  the 
oracle  of  the  Western  universities;  but  it  was  a  barbarous 
Aristotle;  and,  instead  of  ascending  to  the  fountain-head| 
his  Latin  votaries  humbly  acoepted  a  corrupt  and  remote 
version  from  the  Jews  and  Moors  of  Andalusia.  The  prin- 
ciple of  the  crusades  was  a  savage  fanaticism;  and  the  most 
important  effects  were  analogous  to  the  cause.  Each  pilgrim 
was  ambitious  to  return  with  his  sacred  spoils,  the  relics  of 
Greece  and  Palestine;'*  and  each  relic  was  preceded  and  fol- 
lowed by  a  train  of  miracles  and  visions.  The  belief  of  the 
Catholics  was  corrupted  by  new  legends,  their  practice  by 
new  superstitions;  and  the  estabUshment  of  the  inquisition, 
the  mendicant  orders  of  monks  and  friars,  the  last  abuse  of 
indulgences,  and  the  final  progress  of  idolatry,  flowed  from 
the  baleful  fountain  of  the  holy  war.  The  active  spirit  of 
the  Latins  preyed  on  the  vitals  of  their  reason  and  religion; 


«  Compl&iiits  of  Rbgtr  Bmod  (Biog.  Biften.  i.  418.  Sippto*8  edit.}.  If 
Bieon  hirasclf.  or  Gerbert,  understood  some  Qntk,  Uwj  mn  prodi^eB»  and 

0W6d  nothing  to  the  commerce  of  the  Eadt 

8uch  was  the  opinion  of  the  frreat  Leibnitz  (CRuvree  de  fbnlonene,  t.  458), 
a  muster  of  the  hiatorj  of  the  Middle  Ape?  I  ^hnll  only  instance  the  pedigree 
of  the  CannettteSf  tad  tbo  flight  of  the  house  of  Loretto,  which  were  both  derived 
Inin  Py«8tiD0. 
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and  if  the  ninth  and  tenth  oentoriea  were  the  timea  of  dark- 
neaa,  the  thirteenth  and  fourteenth  were  the  ag*)  of  ahanrditjr 
and  fable. 

In  the  profeasion  of  GhriBtianity,  in  the  cultiTation  of 
a  fertile  land,  the  Northern  oonquerora  ol  the  Roman  empire 
inaenaiblj  mingled  with  the  provinciala,  and  rekindled  the 
embers  of  the  arta  of  antiquitj.  Their  settlements  about 
the  age  of  Charlemagne  had  acquired  some  degree  of  order 
and  stability,  when  they  were  overwhelmed  by  new  swarms 
of  inyaders,  the  Normans,  Saraoens,**  and  Hungarians,  who 
replnnged  the  western  oountries  of  Europe  into  their  former 
state  of  anarchy  and  barbarism.  About  the  eleventh  cent- 
ury, the  second  tempest  had  subsided  by  the  expulsion  or 
conversion  of  the  enenues  of  Christendom:  the  tide  of  civili- 
aation,  which  had  so  long  ebbed,  began  to  flow  with  a  steady 
and  accelerated  course;  and  a  fairer  prospect  was  opened  to 
the  hopes  and  efforts  of  the  rising  generations. 

Qreat  was  the  increase,  and  rapid  the  progress,  during 
the  two  hundred  years  of  the  crundes:  and  some  philoso- 
phers have  applauded  the  propitious  influence  of  these  holy 
wars,  which  appear  to  me  to  have  checked  rather  than  for- 
warded the  maturity  of  Europe.**  The  lives  and  labors  of 
millions,  which  were  buried  in  the  East,  would  have  been 
more  profitably  employed  in  the  improvement  of  their  na- 
tive country:  the  accumulated  stock  of  industry  and  wealth 
would  have  overflowed  in  navigation  and  trade;  and  the 
Latins  would  have  been  enriched  and  enlightened  by  a  pure 
and  friendly  correspondence  with  the  climates  of  the  East. 
In  one  respect  1  can  indeed  perceive  the  accidental  opera, 
tion  of  the  crusades,  not  so  much  in  producing  a  benefit  as 
in  removing  an  evil.  The  larger  portion  of  the  inhabitants 


•HI  rank  the  Btmo&M  with  the  Bwbariau,  tt'ii  noHj  rabllTtt  to  iMr 
wan,  or  rather  inroadi,  in  lUlf  and  InaM,  whwt  their  iomi  porpOM  WM  tn 
plondar  and  destroy. 

"  On  this  interesting  subject,  the  progress  of  society  In  Kurope,  a  strong  raj 
of  philosophic  light  has  brolcen  from  Scotland  in  our  own  times ;  and  it  is  with 
priTftie,  as  well  as  piiblie  Ufard  (bat  I  repeat  the  namea  of  Hume,  BobertMS, 
ittA  Aiiaa  Smith. 
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<rf  Bnrape  was  ehained  to  tlw  Boil,  without  beedcna,  or  prop- 
erty, or  knowledge;  an4  tho  two  oxden  of  eodeeiaatios  and 
nobles,  whose  numben  were  oompsntivelj  small,  alone  de- 
senred  the  name  of  eitisens  and  men.  This  oppressiTe  sys- 
tem was  supported  by  the  arts  of  the  oleigy  and  the  swoids 
of  the  barons*  The  authori^  of  the  priests  operated  in  the 
darker  ages. as  a  salutary  antidote:  they  prevented  the  total 
eztinetion  of  letters,  mitigated  the  fiereeness  of  the  times, 
sheltered  the  poor  and  defenceless,  and  presenred  or  reyiyed 
the  peace  and  order  of  civil  society.  But  the  independence, 
rapine,  and  discord  of  the  feudal  lords  were  unmixed  with 
spy  semblance  of'  good;  and  every  hope  of  industry  and 
improvement  was  crushed  by  the  iron  weight  of  the  martial 
aristocracy.  Among  the  causes  that  undermined  that  Gothic 
edifice,  a  conspicuous  plaoe  must  be  allowed  to  the  crusades. 
The  estates  of  the  barons  were  dissipated,  and  their  race  was 
often  extinguished,  in  these  costly  and  perilous  eiq»editions. 
Their  poverty  extorted  from  their  pride  those  charters  of 
freedom  which  unlocked  the  fetters  of  the  slave,  secured  the 
&nn  of  the  peasant  and  thd  shop  of  the  artificer,  and  grad- 
ually restored  a  substance  and  a  soul  to  the  most  numerous 
and  useful  part  of  the  community.  The  conflagration  which 
destroyed  tiie  tall  and  barren  trees  of  the  forest  gave  air 
and  scope  to  the  vegetation  of  the  smaller  and  nutritive 
plants  of  the  soil. 


DieBBSSION  ON  THB  FAMILY  OF  OOUBTBKAY 

Thb  purple  of  three  emperors,  who  have  reigned  at  Con- 
stantinople, will  authorize  or  excuse  a  digression  on  the 
origin  and  singular  fortunes  of  the  house  of  Goubtbkat,*' 

**  I  have  applied,  but  not  confined,  mjaelf  to  A  genealogical  History  of  the 
noUe  and  UhutHmu  Family  of  Courtenay,  by  Emra  Cleaveland,  Tutor  to  Sir 
WiUiam  Courtenay,  and  Rector  of  Boniton;  Exon.  1T36,  fol.  The  first  part  is 
extracted  from  William  of  Tyre ;  the  second  from  Bouchet's  French  history ;  and 
tlie  tUrd  frMB  ^vAam  — morinln,  public,  proviMlal,  mmI  private,  of  the  Ooor- 
tenars  of  Devonshire.  The  rector  of  Honiten  Im  MM  gtMitlMi*  tlun  iitdMliy» 
and  more  industry  than  criiiciam. 
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in  tiie  three  principal  bnaches,  L  Of  Bdom;  II.  Of  Fmiice*, 
and,  m.  Of  Bngland;  of  which  the  last  only  has  aomTed 
the  rerolutiona  ol  eight  hundred  yean. 

I.  Before  the  introduction  fA.  trade,  which  aeatten  riohea, 
and  of  knowledge,  which  dispels  prejudice,  the  prerogative 
of  birth  is  most  strongly  felt  and  most  humbly  acknowl- 
edged. In  every  age,  the  laws  and  manners  of  the  Germans 
have  discriminated  the  ranks  of  sociefy:  the  dukes  and 
counts,  who  shared  the  empire  <rf  Charlemagne,  converted 
their  oflice  to  an  inheritance;  and  to  his  children,  each 
feudal  lord  bequeathed  his  honor  and  his  swrnrd.  The 
proudest  fsmilies  are  content  to  lose,  in  the  darkness  of 
the  Middle  Ages,  the  tree  of  their  pedigree,  which,  how- 
ever deep  and  lofty,  must  ultimately  rise  from  a  plebeian 
root;  and  their  historians  most  descend  ten  centuries  below 
the  Ohristiaa  era,  before  they  can  ascertain  any  lineal  suc- 
cession by  the  evidence  d  surnames,  of  aims,  and  of  au- 
thentic records.  With  the  fimt  rays  of  lights*  we  discern 
(A.D.  1020)  the  nolnlity  and  opulence  of  Atho,  a  French 
knight:  his  nobility,  in  the  iMik  and  titie  of  a  nameless 
father;  his  opulence,  in  the  foundation  of  the  osstle  d 
Courtenay  in  ihe  district  of  Gatlnois,  about  fifty-six  miles 
to  the  south  of  Paris.  From  the  reign  of  Bob^  the  son 
of  Hugh  Capet»  the  barons  of  Courtenay  are  conspicuous 
among  the  immediate  vassals  of  the  crown;  and  Josoelin, 
the  grandson  of  Atho  and  a  noble  dame,  is  enrolled  among 
the  heroes  of  the  first  crusade.  A  domestic  alliance  (their 
mothers  were  sisters)  attached  him  to  the  standard  of  Bald- 
win of  Bruges,  the  second  count  of  Bdessa:  a  princely  fief, 
which  he  wss  worthy  to  receive,  and  able  to  maintain,  an- 
nounces the  number  of  his  martial  followers:  and  after  the 
departure  of  his  cousin,  Joscelin  himself  was  invested  (A.D. 
1101-1162)  with  the  county  of  Edessa  on  both  sides  of  the 
Euphrates.  By  his  economy  in  peace,  the  territcries  were 


*  The  priinitivr>  record  of  the  famHy  ia  a  pasMige  of  the  continimtor  ol 
Ahaoin,  a  monk  of  Fleuiy,  wbo  wrot*  ia  tl«  ziiUi  ototury.  Cbfoniale,  in  Ui«* 
loriana  of  Prauoe  (xL  21(>). 
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replenished  with  Latin  and  Syrian  subjects;  his  magazines 
with  corn,  wine,  and  oil;  his  castles  with  gold  and  silver, 
with  arms  and  horses.  In  a  holy  warfare  of  thirty  years,  he 
was  alternately  a  conqueror  and  a  captive;  but  he  died  like 
a  soldier,  in  a  horse-litter  at  the  head  of  his  troops;  and  his 
last  glance  beheld  the  flight  of  the  Turkish  invaders  who 
had  presumed  on  his  age  and  infirmities.  His  son  and  suc- 
cessor, of  the  same  name,  was  less  deficient  in  valor  than  in 
vigilance;  but  he  sometimes  forgot  that  dominion  is  acquired 
and  maintained  by  the  same  arts.  He  challenged  tlie  hos- 
tility of  the  Turks,  without  securing  the  friendship  of  the 
prince  of  Antioch;  and,  amid  the  peaceful  luxury  of  Tur- 
bessel,  in  Syria,"  Joscelin  neglected  the  defence  of  the  Chris- 
tian frontier  beyond  the  Euphrates.  In  his  absence,  Zcnghi, 
the  first  of  the  Atabeks,  besieged  and  stormed  his  capital, 
Edessa,  which  was  feebly  defended  by  a  timorous  and  dis- 
loyal crowd  of  Orientals;  the  Franks  were  oppressed  in  a 
bold  attempt  for  its  recovery,  and  Courtenay  ended  his  days 
in  the  prison  of  Aleppo,  He  still  left  a  fair  and  ample  patri- 
mony. But  the  victorious  Turks  oppressed  on  all  sides  the 
weakness  of  a  widow  and  orphan;  and,  for  the  equivalent  of 
an  annual  pension,  they  resigned  to  the  Greek  emperor  the 
charge  of  defending,  and  the  shame  of  losing,  the  last  relics 
of  the  Latin  conquest.  The  countess  dowager  of  Edessa 
retired  to  Jerusalem  with  her  two  children:  the  daughter, 
Aghes,  became  the  wife  and  mother  of  a  king;  the  son, 
Joflcelin  the  Third,  accepted  the  office  of  seneschal,  the  first 
of  the  kingdom,  and  held  his  new  estates  in  Palestine  by 
the  service  of  fifty  knights.  His  name  appears  with  honor 
in  all  the  transactions  of  peace  and  war;  but  he  finally  van- 
ishes in  the  fall  of  Jerusalem ;  and  the  name  of  Courtenay, 
in  this  branch  of  Edessa,  was  lost  by  the  marriage  of  his  two 
daughters  with  a  French  and  a  German  baron." 


**  Turbesael,  or  as  H  ia  dow  itjlod  TMbesher,  is  fixed  hj  d'AnvUle  24  milM 
tea  tt«  great  passage  oftr  the  Sni^iratee  at  Zeagma. 

*  His  possessions  are  distinguished  in  the  AssizeR  of  Jeruaalem  (c.  326) 
mmg  thtt  faodal  temaiw  «<  tbe  Iringdnm,  which  muil  tlMceiora  liave  iMta 
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n.  While  JoBoelin  reigned  beyond  the  Bvphnlas  bii 
elder  brother  Milo,  the  son  ol  Joeoelin,  the  son  of  Atho^ 
eontinned,  near  the  Seine,  to  poe&esa  the  oastle  of  their 
iathen,  which  was  at  length  inherited  by  Bainand,  or  Beg- 
inald,  the  youngest  of  his  three  sons.  Examples  of  genins 
or  virtue  must  be  rare  in  the  annals  of  the  oldest  families: 
and,  in  a  remote  age,  their  pride  will  embrace  a  deed  of 
rapine  and  Tiolenoe;  sndi,  howeyer,  as  could  not  be  per- 
petrated withont  scmie  snperiority  of  eooiage,  or  at  least  of 
power.  A  descendant  of  Beginidd  of  Conrtenay  may  blush 
for  the  public  robber,  who  stripped  and  imprisoned  sereral 
merchants,  after  they  had  satisfied  the  king's  duties,  at  Sens 
and  Orleans.  He  will  glory  in  the  offenoe,  since  the  bold 
offender  could  not  be  compeUed  to  obedience  and  restitu- 
tion till  the  regent  and  the  count  of  Ohampagne  prepared 
to  march  against  him  at  the  head  of  an  army.*'  Beginald 
bestowed  his  estates  on  his  eldest  daughter,  and  his  daugh-  . 
ter  (▲.D.  1160)  on  the  seventh  son  of  Eing  Louis  the  Fit; 
and  their  marriage  was  crowned  with  a  numerous  offspring. 
We  might  expect  that  a  private  dhiould  have  meiged  in  a 
royal  name;  and  that  the  descendants  Peter  ol  France 
and  Elisabetii  of  Oourtenay  would  have  enjoyed  tiie  tiHe 
and  honors  of  princes  of  the  blood.  But  this  lagitimste 
claim  was  long  neglected  snd  finally  denied;  and  the  causes 
of  their  disgrace  will  represent  the  stoty.  of  this  second 
branch.  1.  Of  all  the  families  now  extant,  the  most  an- 
cient, doubtless,  and  the  most  illustrious,  is  the  house  of 
France,  which  has  occupied  the  same  throne  above  800 
years,  and  descends,  in  a  clear  and  lineal  series  of  mates, 
from  the  middle  of  the  ninth  century.**  In  the  age  of  the 


eoUaetod  betweea  U»e  yean  1168  and  118V.   Wm  pttdigrae  naj  te  Joiud  ift  tl» 

Dgnases  d'Outreiner,  c  16.  • 

The  rapin«  and  satJsfaetton  of  Refrimild  d«  Oninenay  are  prcpotlMonrij 
ansnged  in  the  epistles  of  tlie  abbot  and  recent  Suger  (cxir.  ezri.^  ^'^^ 
OMiniorialfl  of  the  ago  (Duchesno,  Script.  Hist.  Franc,  iv.  630). 

"  In  (be  befi^nning  ol  the  xith  century,  after  naming  the  father  end  grand  • 
father  of  ITuph  Cupel,  the  monk  Olaber  is  obli^'ed  to  add,  cujus  freiius  valdo 
h)  ante  reperitur  obiicurum.  Tel  we  are  assured  that  the  greatyndfathiff  of 
Hugh  Oapet  vaa  Aobwt  tha  SteooK,  oount  ol  Anjaa  (aA  80-SV8|b  a  aoUs 
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crusades,  it  was  already  revered  both  in  the  East  and  West. 
But  from  Hugh  Capet  to  the  marriage  of  Peter,  no  more  than 
five  reigns  or  generations  had  elapsed ;  and  so  precarious  was 
their  title  that  the  eldest  sons,  as  a  necessary  precaution, 
wore  previously  crowned  during  the  lifetime  of  tlieir  fathers. 
The  peers  of  France  have  long  maintained  their  precedence 
before  the  younger  branches  of  the  royal  line ;  nor  had  the 
princes  of  the  blood,  in  the  twelfth  century,  acquired  that 
hereditary  lustre  which  is  now  diffused  over  the  most  remote 
candidates  for  the  succession.  2.  The  barons  of  Courtenay 
must  have  stood  high  in  their  own  estimation,  and  in  that  of' 
the  world,  since  they  could  impose  on  the  son  of  a  king  the 
obligation  of  adopting  for  himself  and  all  his  descendants 
the  name  and  arms  of  their  daughter  and  his  wife.  In  the 
marriage  of  an  heiress  with  her  inferior  or  her  equal,  such 
exchange  was  often  required  and  allowed :  but  as  they  con- 
tinued to  diverge  from  the  regal  stem,  the  sons  of  Louis  the 
Fat  were  insensibly  confounded  with  their  maternal  ances- 
tors; and  the  new  Courtenays  might  deserve  to  forfeit  the 
honors  of  their  birth,  which  a  motive  of  interest  had  tempted 
them  to  renounce.  3.  The  shame  was  far  more  permanent 
than  the  reward,  and  a  momentary  blaze  was  followed  by  a 
long  darkness.  The  eldest  son  of  these  nuptials,  Peter  of 
Courtenay,  had  married,  as  I  have  already  mentioned,  the 
sister  of  the  counts  of  Flanders,  the  first  two  emperors  of 
Constantinople:  he  rashly  accepted  the  invitation  of  the 
barons  of  Romania ;  his  two  sons,  Robert  and  Baldwin,  sue- 
oessively  held  and  lost  the  remains  of  the  Latin  empire  in 
tbe  East,  and  the  granddaughter  of  Baldwin  the  Second 


Vraok  of  Keustria,  NeuBtrious  ....  generoBn  atirpiB,  who  was  slain  in  tho 
diiaiioe  d  hit  country  agalut  Uie  Hormtna,  dam  p*trm  Hum  tuelNitiir.  Bojood 
ADbert,  all  is  conjecture  or  fablo.  It  i'h  a  probable  conjecture  that  the  third 
MM  detcaod^d  Iroox  the  aecoad  bj  Childebrand,  the  brother  of  Oharlea  MarteL. 
It  to  aa  ■tanrd  fall*  Ihrt  tlw  Meoiid  wai  aUfed  to  tte  flnt  the  Mitteffe  of 
Ansbert,  a  Roman  senator  and  the  anwtor  of  Bt.  Amoul,  with  Blitildo,  a 
daiuthter  ol  Glotaire  I.  The  Saxoo  v^ifia.  of  the  houee  ol  Fnuioe  is  an  andeot 
kit  teonAblo  opinion.  8eo  a  ^ldfolo4l•  DMMir  ol  M.  do  VniMagne  (Men.  do 
I'Acad.  dea  Inscrip.  u.  648).  He  had  promiaod  to  didtn  Ml  mm  OfialOB 
In  a  oooond  mamoir,  which  haa  noTor  afpoared. 
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again  mingled  licr  blood  with  the  blood  of  France  and  of 
Valois.  To  support  the  expenses  of  a  troubled  and  transi- 
tory reign,  their  patrimonial  estates  were  mortgaged  or  sold; 
and  the  last  emperors  of  Constjintinopie  depended  on  the 
annual  charity  of  Kome  and  Napl^. 

While  the  elder  brothers  dissipated  their  wealth  in 
romantic  adventures,  and  the  castle  of  Courtenay  was  pro- 
faned by  a  plebeian  owner,  the  younger  branches  of  that 
adopted  name  were  propagated  and  multiplied.  But  their 
splendor  wa^  clouded  by  poverty  and  time:  after  the  de- 
cease of  Kobert,  great  butler  of  France,  they  descended 
from  princci?  to  barons;  the  next  generations  were  con- 
foundeti  with  the  simple  gentry;  the  descendants  of  Hugh 
Capet  could  no  longer  be  visible  in  the  rural  lords  of  Tanlay 
and  of  Champignelles.  The  more  adventurous  embraced 
without  dishonor  the  profession  of  a  soldier:  the  least  ac- 
tive and  opulent  might  sink,  like  their  cousins  of  the  branch 
of  Dreux,  into  the  condition  of  peasants.  Their  royal  de- 
scent, in  a  dark  period  of  four  hundred  years,  became  each 
day  more  obsolete  and  ambiguous:  and  their  pedigree,  in- 
stead of  being  enrolled  in  the  annals  of  the  kingdom,  must 
be  painfully  searched  by  the  minute  diligence  of  heralds  and 
genealogists.  It  was  not  till  the  end  of  the  sixteenth  cent- 
ury, on  the  accession  of  a  family  almost  as  remote  as  their 
own,  that  the  princely  spirit  of  the  Courtenays  again  re- 
vived; and  the  question  of  the  nobility,  provoked  them  to 
assert  tlic  royalty,  of  their,  bloo<l.  They  appealed  to  the  jus- 
tice and  compassion  of  Henry  the  Fourth:  obtnined  a  favor- 
aljle  opinion  from  twenty  lawyer!?  of  Italy  and  Germany,  and 
inodci-tly  compared  themselves  to  the  descendants  of  King 
David,  whose  prtTogatives  were  not  impaired  by  the  lapse 
of  ages  or  the  trade  of  a  carpenter."    But  every  ear  was 

Of  Um  various  petitkms,  apologies,  etc.,  published  bj  iheprinceB  of  Cour- 
ttoMj,  I  IttTO  Mea  tM  thvw  tomnaf,  all  In  Mivo:  1.  De  Stlrpe  «t  OrlglM 
Domufl  de  Courtenay :  addita  stmt  Besponsa  celoVn  rrimoruin  Riirop^e  Jnriscon- 
salionim:  Paria,  1607.  8.  Repreaentatioa  do  Proced^  tent  a  Tinstance  faicte 
4tmM  to  fir  MMriran  OMuteoay.  pour  la  woMrvatioB  4e  I'HdnMW 
H  IMgntU  da  Imur  Ifaiaon,  bfaaote  im  to  wyaMa  Makm  d§  Wmmi  4  M% 
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deal,  «d4  eiTBTf  cironmstaaiM  was  adyerse,  to  their  lawful 
clmitns.  The  Bourbon  kiDgs  were  justified  by  the  neglect 
the  Valois:  the  princes  of  the  blood  more  recent  and  lofty 
disdsined  the  alliaaioe  of  this  humble  kindred;  the  pariia- 
nant,  without  denying  their  proofs,  eluded  a  dangerous 
imoedent  by  an  arbitrary  distinction,  and  established  St. 
.  Louis  as  the  first  father  ol  the  royal  line.**  A  repetition 
of  complaints  and  protests  was  repeatedly  disregarded:  and 
the  hopeless  pursuit  was  terminated  in  the  present  century 
by  the  death  of  the  last  i^^e  of  the  family."  Their  painfnl 
and  anzions  situation  was  alleviated  by  the  pride  of  con- 
scioas  virtue:  they  sternly  rejected  the  temptations  ci  for- 
tune and  favor;  and  a  dying  Courtenay  would  hare  sacri- 
ficed his  SOU)  if  the  youth  could  have  renounced,  for  any 
temporal  interest,  the  right  and  title  of  a  legitimate  prinoe 
of  the  blood  of  France." 

III.  According  to  the  old  register  of  Ford  Abbey,  the 
Oourtenays  ol  Devonshire  are  desoended  from  Prince  Florus, 
the  seooad  son  of  Peter,  and  the  grandson  of  Lonis  the  Fat" 


1613.    3.  ReprMeutatiou  du  subject  qui  a  porie  Mwsieura  de  SallM  et  de 

Pravine,  de  la  llaisou  de  Courtenays,  i  »o  retirer  hore  du  Royaume,  1614. 
It  was  a  homicide,  for  which  Ihe  Oourteuays  expected  to  be  pardoued,  or  tried, 
as  princes  of  ihe  blood. 

^*  The  gonpo  of  \hv  parliaments  is  thus  erprospfxi  by  Thnauus:  PriiK'ipi'< 
nomen  nudqiiam  in  Gallul  iribulum,  nisi  iis  qui  per  maruH  e  re^ibus  uoHtris  origincin 
repetunt:  qui  nunc  tutum  a  Ludovioo  nooo  beata»  memoria)  numecmntnr:  nam 
Cartinceiet  DrocensPB,  h  Ludovico  crasrao  genus  duconles,  hodie  inter  eos  minimo 
recensentur.  A  diatinctiou  of  eipedicnco  raliior  than  justice.  The  sauctily  o£ 
Louis  IX.  could  not  invest  him  with  any  Hpi)Cial  prerogative,  and  uil  the  de* 
Bcendants  of  Hugh  Gbpet  nut  be  induded  ia  Us  original  oomptoi  wkb  tiio 
French  nation. 

The  last  male  of  the  Courtenaya  wan  Charles  Koger,  who  died  in  the  year 
1730,  without  leaving  any  sons.  The  last  female  was  TTcloiie  de  Courtenny, 
who  married  Louia  de  Beaufremont.  Her  title  of  Priiicesse  du  Sang  Royal  de 
Vtance  was  suppressed  (Feb.  7,  1737)  by  an  arr^t  of  the  parliament  of  Paris. 

The  singular  anecdote  to  which  I  allude  is  related  in  the  Rocueil  des 
Pleees  tnteressautes  et  pcu  connues  (Maestricht,  1786,  4  vols.  12mo);  and  the 
vribMVwn  editor  quotes  his  author,  who  had  reeehred  H  from  Helene  de  Oour- 
tm^t  merquise  do  l^aufremont. 

^  Dngchic,  Monast.  Anglic,  i.  786.  Tel  this  fable  must  have  been  invented 
before  the  rpign  of  Edwurd  III.  The  pnium  devotion  of  the  finst  three  genora- 
tion«  l/>  Ford  .^bbov  wj\'<  followed  by  oppression  on  O'ne  side  and  ingratitude  on 
ihe  other ;  and,  in  the  sixth  generation,  the  mouloB  oeeeed  to  register  the  births, 
Mtion%  end  imilim  4i  iMt  ymitm. 
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This  fable  of  the  gnlefnl  or  Tenal  monlD  was  too  rapeot> 
fully  enterteiiied  by  ovr  antiquarieB,  Gambden**  and  Dug- 
dale:**  bat  it  ia  bo  olearly  repugnant  to  truth  and  time,  that 
the  rational  pride  of  the  &mily  now  refnaee  to  aooept  this 
imaginary  founder.  Their  moat  faithful  historians  beliere 
that,  after  giving  his  daughter  to  the  king's  son,  Beginald 
of  Courtenay  abandoned  his  possessions  in  Franoe,  and  ob- 
tained from  the  English  monarch  a  second  wife  and  a  new 
inheritance.  It  is  certsin,  at  least,  that-  Henry  the  Sec- 
ond distinguished,  in  his  camps  and  councils,  a  Beginald, 
of  the  name  and  arms,  and,  as  it  may  be  fairly  presumed,  of 
the  genuine  rsoe,  of  the  Oourtenays  of  France.  The  right 
of  wardship  enabled  a  feudal  lord  to  reward  his  vassal  with 
the  marriage  and  estate  of  a  noble  heiress;  and  Beginald 
of  Gourtenay  acquired  a  fair  establishment  in  Devonshire, 
where  his  posterity  has  been  seated  above  six  hundred 
years.**  Fiom  a  Korman  baron,  Baldwin  de  Brioniis,  who 
had  been  invested  by  the  Gonqueror,  Hawise,  the  wife  of 
Beginald,  derived  the  honor  ol  Okehampton,  which  was 
held  by  the  service  of  ninety -three  knights;  and  a  female 
might  claim  the  manly  offices  of  hereditary  viscount  or 
sheriff,  and  of  captain  of  the  royal  castle  of  Exeter.  Their 
son  Robert  married  the  sister  of  the  earl  of  Devon;  at  the 
end  of  a  century,  on  the  failure  of  the  family  of  Bivers,*' 
his  great-grandson,  Hugh  the  second,  succeeded  to  a  tiUe 
which  was  still  considered  as  a  territorial  dignity;  and 
twelve  earls  of  Devonshire,  of  the  name  of  Gourtenay,  have 
flourished  in  a  period  of  two  hundred  and  twenty  years. 
They  were  ranked  among  the  chief  of  the  barons  of  the 


**  In  hte  BrftAanla,  in  Ibe  Vm  ol  tlw  «yrfai  of  Deronshire.   Hit  txpfenloa, 

e  regpo  sanguine  ortos  credunt,  betrays  however  some  doubt  or  suspicion. 

^*  In  hia  Baronage,  P.  i.  634,  he  rafers  to  hb  own  MonnsUoon.  Should  he 
noi  have  cottected  fiio  regitler  of  Ford  Abbej,  and  annfliflnted  fbo  phnnton 
VloruH,  by  the  unquestionable  evidence  of  the  French  hiHtorianR? 

**  Besides  the  third  and  most  valuable  book  of  Cleaveland's  Uistory,  I  have 
ooDSttlted  Dngdale.  0m  hXb»  of  our  p^nealogical  edenoo  (Buvnafie,  P.  i.  9B4). 

*'  This  great  family,  de  RIpuariis,  (io  Redvera,  de  Rivers,  ended,  in  Edward 
the  Fifth's  time,  in  Isabella  de  ForUbui),  a  famous  and  potent  dowager,  who  long 
■urrlfod  hw  bralhar  and  hmbud  (Dugdalo,  Baronage,  P.  i.  p.  1M> 
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realm;  nor  was  it  till  after  a  strenuous  dispute  that  they 

yielded  to  the  fief  of  Arundel  the  first  place  in  the  parlia- 
ment  of  England:  their  alliances  were  contracted  with  the 
noblest  families,  the  Veres,  Despensers,  St.  Johns,  Talbots, 
Bohuns,  and  even  the  Plantageneta  themselves;  and  in  a 
contest  with  John  of  Lancaster,  a  Courtenay,  bishop  of 
London,  and  afterward  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  might 
be  accused  of  profane  confidence  in  the  strength  and  num- 
ber of  his  kindred.  In  peace,  the  earls  of  Devon  resided  in 
their  numerous  castles  and  manors  of  the  west:  their  ample 
revenue  was  appropriated  to  devotion  and  hospitality ;  and 
tlie  epitaph  of  Edward,  surnamed,  from  his  misfortune,  the 
blind,  from  his  virtues,  the  good,  earl,  inculcates  with  much 
ingenuity  a  moral  sentence,  which  may  however  be  abused 
by  thoughtless  generosity.  After  a  grateful  commemoration 
of  the  fifty-five  years  of  union  and  happiness,  which  he  en- 
joyed with  Mabel,  his  wife,  the  good  earl  thus  speaks,  from 
the  tomb: 

What  w  pffr%  w«  h§cn; 
What  WB  tpmt;  w  bad; 
What  wti  left»  fw  lotk* , 

But  their  losses,  in  this  sense,  were  far  superior  to  their  gifts 
and  expenses;  and  their  heirs,  not  less  than  the  poor,  were 
the  objects  of  their  paternal  care.  The  sums  which  they 
paid  for  livery  and  seisin  att^ist  the  greatness  of  their  pos- 
sessions; and  several  estates  have  remained  in  their  family 
since  the  thirteenth  and  fourteenth  centuries.  In  war,  the 
Courtenays  of  England  fulfilled  the  duties,  and  deserved 
the  honors  of  chivalry.  They  were  often  intrusted  to  levy 
and  command  the  militia  of  Devonshire  and  Cornwall;  they 
often  attended  their  supreme  lord  to  the  borders  of  Scotland; 
and  in  foreign  service,  for  a  stipulated  price,  they  sometimes 
maintained  fourscore  men-at-anns  and  as  many  archers.  By 
sea  and  land  they  fought  under  tlie  Htandard  of  the  Edwards 
aad  Henrys;^  their  names  are  couspiouous  in  batUes,  in  UMir- 

**  Gl«avelAml,  p.  \A2.    By  toin«,  it  is  ansigned  to  a  RWera,  eMl'«l 
)mt  thit  Bnglkh  dmotM  tlM  xnli,  falter  ihM  ttM  xitttlw 
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siiiMiiti,  and  in  tha  original  list  of  tiie  oidw  of  tlie  Oartar; 
three  brothen  sliaved  the  Spanish  yiotofj  of  the  Black 
Prince;  and  in  ihe  lapse  of  six  gen^tions,  the  English 
Oonrtenays  had  learned  to  despise  the  nation  and  country 
from  which  ihey  derived  their  origin.  In  the  qnaxrel  ct 
the  Two  Boses,  the  earls  of  Devon  adhered  to  tiie  house 
of  Lancaster,  and  three  hrothers  sncceasiyely  died,  either 
in  the  field  or  on  the  scaffold.  Their  honots  and  estates 
were  restored  by  Henzy  the  Seventh;  a  daughter  of  Edward 
the  Fourth  was  not  diograced  by  the  nuptials  of  a  Courts- 
nay;  iheir  son,  who  was  created  nuurquis  of  Exeter,  enjoyed 
the  favor  of  his  cousin  Heniy  the  Eighth;  and  in  the  camp 
of  the  Cloth  of  0old  he  broke  a  lance  against  the  French 
monarch.  But  the  favor  of  Henry  was  the  prelude  of  dis- 
grace; his  disgrace  was  the  signal  of  death;  and  of  the  vic- 
tims of  the  jealous  lyxant,  the  marquis  of  Exeter  is  one  of 
the  most  noble  and  guildess.  His  son  Edward  lived  a  pris- 
oner in  the  Tower,  and  died  an  exile  at  Padua;  and  the  se- 
cret love  of  Queen  Maxy,  whom  he  slighted,  perhaps  for  the 
princess  Elisabeth,  has  shed  a  romantic  color  on  the  story 
of  this  beautiful  youth.  -  The  relics  of  his  patrimony  were 
conveyed  into  strange  &mi]ies  by  the  marriages  of  his  four 
aunts;  and  his  personal  honors,  as  if  they  had  been  legally 
extinct,  were  revived  by  the  patents  of  succeeding  princes. 
But  there  still  survived  a  line^  descendant  of  Hugh,  the  iirst 
earl  of  Devon,  a  younger  branch  of  the  Courtenays,  who 
have  been  seated  at  Powderham  Csstle  above  four  hundred 
years  from  the  reign  of  Edward  the  Third  to  the  present 
hour.  •  Their  estates  have  been  increased  by  the  grant  and 
improvement  of  lands  in  Ireland,  and  they  have  been  re- 
cently restored  to  the  honors  of  the  peerage.  Yet  the  Cour- 
tenays still  retain  the  plaintive  motto,  which  asserts  the  in- 
nocence, and  deplores  the  faU,  of  their  ancient  house.** 


*  UU  lapsna!  Quid  fadf  ft notto  wbich  WM  pntably  adopted  bjth*  Vow^ 
derham  branch,  after  tho  Iorh  of  the  earldom  of  Deyonahlre,  etc  The  primitive 
Mm  <A  thA  OaurteoajB  were,  or,  Mr«e  tortecMS,  ^m'm,  which  leem  to  denote 
tlMir  aflnllf  wth  Gourqr  «f  BoouImi  and  tbt  aiMiant  ooiiBti  of  BoologiM. 
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While  they  sigh  for  past  greatness,  they  are  doubtless  sen- 
sible of  present  blessings:  in  the  long  series  of  the  Coarte- 
naj  annals,  the  most  splendid  era  is  likewise  the  most  un- 
fortunate; nor  can  an  opulent  peer  of  Britain  be  inclined 
to  envy  the  emperors  of  Constantinople,  who  wandered  over 
Europe  to  solicit  alms  for  the  support  of  their  dignity  and 
the  defence  of  their  capital. 


GHAPTEB  LXII 

The  Greek  Bmperore  of  Nice  and  Constantinople — Elevation 
«    and  Beign  of  Michael  Pakeologus — Bis  /alee  Union  with 
Ae  Pope  and  the  Latin  Church — ffoetile  Deeigne  of  Charlee 
of  Anjou — EevoU  of  Sidlf — War  of  the  Oatalane  in  Aeia 
and  Oreeee — BevoltUione  and  preeent  Slate  of  Athene 

THB  loss  of  Gonstftntinople  leetored  a  momontaiy  vigor 
to  the  Q'reeks.  From  tiieir  palaces,  the  piincee  and 
nobles  were  driven  into  the  field;  and  the  fragments 
of  the  falling  monarchy  were  grasped  by  the  hands  of  the 
most  vigorous  or  the  most  skilfal  candidates.  In  the  long 
and  banen  pages  of  the  Byzantine  annals,'  it  would  not  hi 
an  easy  task  to  equal  the  two  characters  of  Theodore  Las- 
oaris  (A.D.  1201-1222)  and  John  Ducaa  Yataoes,*  who  re- 
planted and  upheld  tiie  Boman  standard  at  Kice  in  Bithy- 
nia.  The  difference  of  their  virtues  was  happily  suited  to 
the  diversity  of  their  situation.  In  his  first  efforts,  the 
fugitive  Lascaris  commanded  only  three  cities  and  2,000 
soldiers:  his  reign  was  the  season  of  generous  and  active 


'  For  the  reigns  of  the  Nicene  emporors,  more  espocially  of  John  V.itacps 
and  bia  son,  their  minister,  George  AcropoUta,  is  the  only  genuine  contemporaij : 
bat  GMtge  Paobfinar  Tetttmed  to  OaaatwtlBople  wfth  tbe  Omks  at  ite  tK».«f 
nineteen  (Hanckius,  de  Script.  Byzant.  c  33,  34,  p.  564.  Fabric.  Biblio.  Om  c. 
vi  448).  Yet  ibe  history  of  Nicephorus  Gregoras,  though  of  tba  zirtli  century, 
to  a  Taiuable  narrattve  from  the  taking  of  Oonatntfaiople  by  tlio  Latlne. 

'  Niceph.  Greg.  (1-  ii-  c.  1)  distinguishes  between  the  ofn«6pHi|  of  Lascarili 
and  the  «vmiita«  of  YataooB.   The  tnro  portiaits  aaca  in  a  Toiy  good  i^Ja.   -  • 
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despair:  in  ewetj  miUterj  operation  he  staked  bis  life  and 
erown;  and  hia  enemies,  of  tlie  Hellespont  and  the  Mean- 
der, were  surprised  bj  his  oelerity  and  subdued  bj  his  bold- 
ness.  A  yiotorions  reign  of  eighteen  years  expanded  the 
principality  of  Nice  to  the  magnitude  of  an  empire.  The 
throne  of  his  successor  and  son-in-law  Yataoes  (a.d.  1222- 
1265,  Oct  80)  was  founded  on  a  more  solid  basis,  a  larger 
scope,  and  more  plentiful  resources;  and  it  was  the  temper, 
as  weU  as  the  interest,  of  Yataoes  to  calculate  the  risk,  to  ex- 
pect the  moment,  and  to  insure  the  success  of  his  ambitious 
designs.  In  the  decline  of  the  Latins,  I  have  briefly  ex- 
posed the  progress  of  the  Greeks;  the  prudent  and  gndual 
advances  of  a  conqueror,  who,  in  a  reign  of  thirty-three 
years,  rescued  the  provinces  from  national  and  foreign 
usurpers,  iaiJl  he  pressed  on  all  sides  the  Imperial  city,  a 
leafless  and  sapless  trunk  which  must  fall  at  the  first  stroke 
of  the  axe.  But  his  interior  and  peaceful  administration  is 
still  more  deserving  of  notice  and  praise.*  The  calamities 
of  the  times  had  wasted  the  numbers  and  the  substance  of 
the  Greeks:  the  motives  and  the  means  of  agriculture  were 
extirpated;  and  the  most  fertile  lands  were  1^  without  cul- 
tivation or  inhabitants.  A  portion  of  this  vacant  property 
was  occupied  and  improved  by  the  command,  and  for  the 
benefit,  of  the  emperor:  a  powerful  hand  and  a  vigilant  eye 
supplied  and  surpassed,  by  a  skilful  management,  the  mi- 
nute diligence  of  a  private  fanner:  the  royal  domain  became 
the  garden  and  granary  of  Asia;  and  without  impoverishing 
the  people,  the  sovereign  acquired  a  fund  of  innocent  and 
productive  wealth.  According  to  the  nature  of  the  soil,  his 
lands  were  sown  with  com  or  planted  with  vines:  the  past- 
ures were  filled  with  horses  and  oxen,  with  sheep  and  hogs; 
and  when  Yataoes  presented  to  the  empress  a  crown  d  dia- 
monds and  pearls,  be  informed  her  with  a  smile  that  this 
precious  ornament  arose  from  the  sale  of  the  eggs  of  his  in- 
numerable poultry.  The  produce  of  his  domain  was  applied 

■  Pachjmw,  1.  L  0.  33.  24.  Nic.  Greg.  1.  ii.  c.  6.  The  reader  of  the  Bjun* 
tifiM  must  obMTTO  bow  nnlj  we  are  indulged  with  such  predout  details. 
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to  tbe  nu^temuMM  of  his  palaee  and  hospitals,  the  oaUs  of 
dign^f  and  benevolence:  the  leMon  atiU  more  oaefiil 
than  the  levenuei  the  plow  was  restored  to  its  ancient  se- 
emtj  and  honor;  and  the  nobles  were  tanght  to  seek  a  snre 
and  independent  revenne  from  their  estates,  instead  of  adorn- 
ing their  splendid  beggary  bj  the  oppression  of  the  people, 
or  (what  is  almost  the  same)  by  tilie  faron  of  the  oonrt 
The  snperflnons  stock  of  com  and  cattle  was  eagerly  pur- 
chased by  the  Tnrks,  with  whom  Yataces  preserved  a  strict 
and  sincere  alliance;  but  he  disconraged  the  importation  of 
foreign  mannfactnres,  the  costly  sUks  of  the  Bast,  and  the 
cnriotis  labors  of  the  Italian  'looms.  **The  demands  of  nat- 
ure and  necessity,*'  was  he  accustomed  to  say,  "are  indis- 
pensable; but  the  influence  of  fashion  may  rise  and  sink  at 
the  breath  of  a  monarch**;  and  both  his  precept  and  exam- 
ple recommended  simplicity  of  manners  and  the  use  of  do- 
mestio  industiy.  The  education  of  youth  and  the  revival 
of  learning  were  the  most  serious  objects  of  his  care;  and, 
without  deciding  the  precedence,  he  pronounced  with  truth 
that  a  prince  and  a  philosopher*  are  the  two  most  eminent 
characters  of  human  society.  His  first  wife  was  Irene,  the 
daughter  of  Theodore  Lascaris,  a  woman  more  illustrious 
by  her  personal  merit,  the  milder  virtues  of  her  sex,  than  by 
the  blood  of  the  Ai^^li  and  Oomneni  that  flowed  in  her 
vdns  and  transmitted  the  inheritance  of  the  empire.  After 
her  death  he  was  contracted  to  Anne  or  Constance,  a  natural 
daughter  of  the  emperor  Frederic  the  Second;  but  as  the 
bride  had  not  attained  the  jreais  of  puberty,  Yataces  placed 
in  his  solitary  bed  an  Italiiin  damsel  of  her  train;  and  be- 
stowed on  her  the  honora,  though  not  the  title,  of  lawful 
empress.  In  the  review  of  his  &ults,  and  the  more  intem- 
perate passions  of  Lssoaris,  the  judgment  of  their  contem- 
poraries was  softened  by  gratitude  to  the  second  founders 


*  M 0ro4  ynfi  i»«m*r  mw$pmwm»  •M^uurrorariH  ^«^iAtv«  cat  ^iA»9i4«<  (Greg.  ACTOpoL 

9k  81).  Tbe  emperor,  in  *  funiU»r  converaation,  examined  and  enoouniced  the 
■tndlfls  oC  Ut  tetiira  logotheia. 
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of  the  empire.'  The  slaves  of  the  Latins,  without  law  or 
peace,  applauded  the  happiness  of  their  brethren  who  had 
resumed  their  national  freedom;  and  Vataces  employed  the 
laudable  policy  of  convincing  the  Greeks  of  every  dominion 
that  it  was  their  intorest  to  be  enrolled  in  the  number  of  his 
subjects. 

A  strong  shade  of  degeneracy  is  visible  between  John 
Vataces  and  his  son  Theodore  (a.d.  1256,  Oct.  30 — A.D.  1269, 
Aug.);  between  the  founder  who  sustained  the  weight,  and 
the  heir  who  enjoyed  the  splendor,  of  the  Imperial  crown.* 
Yet  the  character  of  Theodore  was  not  devoid  of  energy; 
he  had  been  educated  in  the  school  of  his  father,  in  the  ex- 
ercise of  war  and  hunting:  Constantinople  was  yet  spared; 
but  in  the  three  years  of  a  short  reign  he  thrice  led  his 
armies  into  the  heart  of  Bulgaria.  His  virtues  were  sullied 
by  a  choleric  and  suspicions  temper:  the  first  of  these  may 
be  ascribed  to  the  ignorance  of  control;  and  the  second 
might  naturally  arise  from  a  dark  and  imperfect  view  of 
the  corruption  of  mankind.  On  a  march  in  Bulgaria,  he 
consulted  on  a  question  of  policy  his  principal  ministers; 
and  the  Greek  logothete,  George  Acropolita,  presumed  to 
offend  ium  by  the  declmration  of  a  free  and  honest  opinion. 
The  emperor  half  unsheathed  his  ciroeter;  but  his  more  de- 
liberate rage  reserved  Acropolita  for  a  baser  punishment. 
One  of  the  first  officers  of  the  empire  was  ordered  to  dis- 
mount,  stripped  of  his  robes,  and  extended  on  the  ground 
in  the  presence  of  the  prince  and  army.  In  this  posture  he 
was  chastised  with  so  many  and  such  heavy  blows,  from  the 
dlubs  of  two  guards  or  ezecutionefs,  that  when  Theodore 
commanded  them  to  cease,  tlie  great  logothete  was  searoelj 
able  to  arise  and  oiawl  away  to  his  tent.   After  a  seolnsion 


■  OompMV  Atropolita  (e.  18,  58),  and  the  Aral  two  boofa  «f  Hieaiiboiiit 

Oraeoras. 

*  A  Pereian  saying  thai  CyruB  waM  tlie  /at)ier,  and  DariiM  the  ammIm^,  of  his 
subjects,  was  applied  to  Vataces  and  liis  mn.    But  Pacliymer  (1.  i.  c.  23)  has 
nustaken  the  mild  Darius  fur  the  cruol  Cambyses,  despot  or  tyrant  oi  hia  people. 
Bj  the  institutiou  ol  taxes,  Darius  had  iucurred  the  ieae  odious,  but  more  oon 
temptiUe^  name  ci  %»ar^^  marchant  or  brakar  (Herodoto^  ttL  8S>. 
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of  some  days,  he  was  recalled  by  a  peremptory  mandate  to 
Ids  seat  in  council;  and  so  dead  were  the  Greeks  to  the 
sense  of  honor  and  shame,  that  it  is  from  the  narrative  of 
the  sufferer  himself  that  we  acquire  the  knowledge  of  his 
disgrace/  The  cruelty  of  the  emperor  was  exasperated  by 
the  pangs  of  sickness,  the  approach  of  a  premature  end,  and 
the  suspicion  of  poison  and  magic.  The  lives  and  fortnneSi 
the  eyes  and  limbs,  of  his  kinsmen  and  nobles  were  sacri* 
ficed  to  each  sally  of  passion ;  and  before  he  died,  the  son 
of  Yataces  might  deserve  from  the  people,  or  at  least  from 
the  court,  the  appellation  of  ^rrant.  A  matron  of  the  fam- 
ily of  the  PalflBologi  had  provoked  his  anger  by  refusing  to 
bestow  her  beauteous  daughter  on  the  vile  plebeian  who  was 
recommended  by  his  caprice.  Without  regard  to  her  birth 
or  age,  her  body,  as  high  as  the  neck,  was  enclosed  in  a  sack, 
with  several  cats,  who  were  pricked  with  pina  to  irritate 
their  fury  against  their  unfortunate  fellow-captive.  In  his 
last  hoQiB,  the  emperor  testified  a  wish  to  forgive  and  be 
forgiven,  a  just  anxiety  for  the  fate  of  John,  his  son  and 
successor,  who,  at  the  age  of  eight  years  (a-D.  1269,  Aug.), 
was  condemned  to  the  dangers  of  a  long  minority.  His  last 
choice  intrusted  the  office  of  guardian  to  the  sanctity  of  the 
patriarch  Arsenius,  and  to  the  eourage  of  Qeoxge  Muzalon, 
the  great  domestic,  who  was  equally  distinguished  by  the 
royal  favor  and  the  public  hatred.  Sinoe  their  connection 
with  the  Latins,  the  names  and  privileges  of  hereditary  rank 
had  insinuated  themselves  into  the  Greek  monarchy;  and 
the  noble  families*  were  provoked  by  the  elevation  of  a 
wmrtUess  favorite,  to  whose  influence  they  imputed  the 
errors  and  calamities  of  the  late  reign.  In  the  first  coun- 
cil, after  the  emperor*8  death,  Muzalon,  from  a  lofty  throne. 


^  AcropoUta  (c.  63)  seems  to  ftdmlre  his  ovra  firmness  in  sustaining  a  beating, 
and  not  returning  to  council  till  ho  was  called.  Ho  relatos  the  exploits  of  Theo- 
dore, and  his  own  services,  from  c  53  to  c.  74,  of  his  liistory.  Niceph.  Greg. 
Book  iit. 

•  PachTmer  fl  i  c.  21)  names  and  digcriminates  fifteen  or  twenty  Greek 
families,  «««  vtm  nAAoi,  ot*  ^  ^'y^^yw^i  vt*pa  «•«  xp*^  ryyMMm^tr^n.  Does  he  mean, 
tgr  this  dwotatfcm,  a  flgnnitlva^  «r  a  nal»  goldMi  diiint  Ptriuvt  IwUi. 


MS  THE  DECLINE  AND  FALL 

pTonoMMed  a  labored  apology  ol  his  oondnot  and  Intealioiifl: 
'  his  modestf  mm  sabdood  by  a  unaaiinoafl  Msurazioe  of  es- 
ieom  and  fidelity;  and  his  moot  iimlezBle  enenuM  were  the 
loudest  to  salute  him  as  the  gusidiaa  and  savior  of  the  Bo- 
mans.  Eight  days  were  snffioieni  to  prepare  the  ezeoation 
of  the  conspiracy.  On  the  ninth,  the  obsequies  of  tiie  de- 
ceased monareh  were  solenmised  in  the  cathedral  of  Mag- 
nesia,* an  Asiatic  city,  where  he  expired,  on  the  banks  of 
the  Hermus  and  at  the  loot  of  Mount  Sipylus.  The  holy 
rites  were  interrupted  by  a  sedition  of  the  guards:  MuaJon, 
his  brothers,  and  his  adherents,  were  massacred  at  the  foot 
of  the  altar;  and  the  absent  patriaroh  was  associated  with  a 
new  coUeagua,  with  Michael  PaUeolcgus,  the  most  illustri- 
ous, in  birUi  and  merit,  of  the  Greek  nobles.** 

Of  those  who  are  proud  of  their  ancestors,  tiie  far  greater 
part  must  be  content  with  local  or  domestic  renown;  and  few 
there  are  who  dare  trust  the  memorials  of  their  lanodly  to  the 
public  annals  of  their  country.  As  early  as  the  middle  of 
tiie  eleventh  century,  the  noble  race  of  the  Palaologi" 
stands  hig^  and  conspicuous  in  the  Bynntine  history:  it 
was  the  valiant  Oeorge  Palnologus  who  placed  ike  Either 
of  the  Gomneni  on  the  thiooe;  and  his  kinsmen  or  descend- 
ants continue,  in  each  generation,  to  lead  tin  armies  and 
councils  of  the  state.  The  purple  was  not  dishonored  by 
their  alliance;  and  had  tike  law  of  succession,  and  female 
succession,  been  strictly  observed,  the  wife  of  Theodore 
Lsecaris  must  have  yielded  to  her  elder  sister,  the  mother 
of  Michael  Palaologus,  who  afterward  nised  his  family  to 


*  Tho  old  gooe:rapber»,  with  OeOarius  and  d'Anville,  and  our  tnmllm, 
particularly  Pocock  and  Chandler,  will  teach  us  to  distinguish  the  two  ICagnesIfts 
of  Asia  Minor,  of  the  Meander  and  of  Sipylus.  The  latter,  our  present  object, 
li  Btill  flourishing  for  a  Turkish  city,  and  tie8  eight  hours,  or  leagues,  to  tho 
nortlicnst  of  Smyrna  (Tournefort,  Voyage  du  Levant^  iiL  lettre  xxii.  S66. 
Ghandlor'8  Travels  in  Asia  Minor,  p.  16T). 

>«  AcropoUta  (c.  75),  who  Ifared  too  new  tho  Mm;  Ptefaymir  (L  K  c.  18-Si), 
QtmnraB  (1.  Hi.  c.  3.  4,  5). 

"  The  podl^rroe  of  Palfeologua  is  explained  by  Ducangc  (Famil.  Bysant.  p. 
S30):  the  events  of  his  private  life  are  related  bv  Pachymer  Q.  i.  c.  7-12)  and 
Oregorsfl  0-  L  iu>  4  >•  iv«  IX  vith  vkibU  favor  lo  ttM  MbM  ai  tbo 
reiguiog  djrnatty.  ■  i 
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the  throne.  In  his  person,  the  splendor  of  birth  WBB  digni- 
fied by  the  merits  of  the  soldier  and  statesman :  in  his  early 
youtli  he  was  promoted  to  the  office  of  constable  or  com- 
mander of  the  French  mercenaries;  the  private  expense  of 
a  day  never  exceeded  three  pieces  of  gold;  but  his  ambition 
was  rapacious  and  profuse;  and  his  gifts  were  doubled  by 
the  graces  of  his  conversation  and  manners.  The  love  of 
the  soldiers  and  people  excited  the  jealousy  of  the  court; 
and  Michael  thrice  escaped  from  the  dangers  in  which  he 
was  involved  by  his  own  imprudence  or  that  of  his  friends. 
I.  Under  the  reign  of  Justice  and  Vataces,  a  dispute  arose'* 
between  two  officers,  one  of  whom  accused  the  other  of 
maintaining  the  hereditary  right  of  the  Palseologi.  The 
cause  was  decided,  according  to  the  new  jurisprudence  of 
the  Latins,  by  single  combat:  the  defendant  was  overthrown; 
but  he  persisted  in  declaring  that  himself  aloae  was  guilty; 
and  that  he  had  uttered  these  rash  or  treasonable  speeches 
without  the  approbation  or  knowledge  of  his  patron.  Yet  a 
cloud  of  suspicion  hung  over  the  innocence  of  the  constable: 
he  was  still  pursued  by  the  whispers  of  malevolence;  and 
a  subtle  courtier,  the  archbishop  of  Philadelphia,  urged  him 
to  accept  the  judgment  of  God  in  the  fiery  proof  of  the  or- 
deal." Three  days  before  the  trial,  the  patient's  arm  was 
enclosed  in  a  bag,  and  secured  by  the  royal  signet;  and  it 
was  incumbent  on  him  to  bear  a  red-hot  ball  of  iron  three 
times  from  the  altar  to  the  rails  of  the  sanctuary,  without 
artifice  and  without  injury.  Palsaologus  eluded  the  dan- 
gerous experiment  with  sense  and  pleasantry.  "I  am  a 
soldier,"  said  he,  "and  will  boldly  enter  the  lists  with  my 
accusers:  but  a  layman,  a  sinner  like  myself,  is  not  en- 
dowed with  the  gift  of  miracles.    Your  piety,  most  holy 


AoropoUta  (c  60)  rdates  Uie  drcusutaaoes  of  this  curioua  adveature, 

Pachymer  (1.  i.  c.  12),  who  speaks  with  proper  contempt  of  this  barbarous 
trid,  afilnns  that  he  had  aeea  in  his  youth  maaj  peraons  who  had  sustained, 
without  injury,  the  flery  oiteL  Am  a  OfMk,  ho  ii  endnloui;  but  dM  IngenttHx 
of  the  Oreeka  might  furnish  some  NBMtfMOf  Wtortalld  ■grilt  Hmtowm 
superstitioo,  or  that  oX  thoir  ^jmnt 
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prelate,  may  deserve  the  interposition  of  heaven,  and  from 
your  hands  I  will  receive  the  fiery  globe,  the  pledge  of  my 
innocence."  The  archbishop  started;  the  emperor  smiled; 
and  the  absolution  or  pardon  of  Michael  was  approved  by 
new  rewards  anrl  new  services.  II.  In  the  succeeding  reign, 
as  he  held  the  government  of  Nice,  he  was  secretly  informed 
that  the  mind  of  the  absent  prince  was  poisoned  with  jeal- 
ousy; and  that  death,  or  blindness,  would  be  his  final  re- 
ward. Instead  of  awaiting  the  return  and  sentence  of 
Theodore,  the  constable  with  some  followers  escaped  from 
the  city  and  the  empire;  and  thourrh  he  was  plundered  by 
the  Turkmans  of  the  desert,  he  found  a  hospitable  refuge 
in  tlie  court  of  the  sultan.  In  the  ambiguous  state  of  an 
exile,  Michael  reconciled  the  duties  of  gratitude  and  loy- 
alty: drawing  his  sword  against  the  Tartars;  admonishing 
the  garrisons  of  the  Roman  limit;  and  })romoting,  hy  his 
influence,  the  restoration  of  peace,  in  which  his  pardon  and 
recall  were  honorably  included.  III.  While  he  guarded 
the  West  against  the  despot  of  Epirus,  Michael  was  again 
suspected  and  condemned  in  the  palace;  and  such  was  his 
loyalty  or  weakness  that  he  submitted  to  be  led  in  chains 
above  six  hundred  miles  from  Durazzo  to  Nice.  The  civil- 
ity of  ihe  messenger  alleviated  his  disgrace;  the  emperor's 
sickness  dispelled  his  danger;  and  the  last  breath  of  Theo- 
dore, which  recommended  his  infant  son,  at  once  acknowl- 
edged the  innooenoe  and  the  power  of  Palseologus. 

But  his  innocence  had  been  too  unworthily  treated,  urtd 
his  power  was  too  strongly  felt,  to  curb  an  aspiring  subject 
in  the  fair  field  that  was  opened  to  his  ambition.'*  In  the 
counoil  after  the  death  of  Theodore,  he  was  the  first  to  pro- 
nonnce,  and  the  first  to  violate,  the  oath  of  allegiance  to 
Muzalon;  and  so  dezteronB  was  his  conduct  that  he  reaped 
the  benefiti  without  incuxiiiig  the  guilt,  or  at  least  the  re- 


"  Without  oomparing  Pachymer  to  Thucydldee  or  Tacitut*.  I  will  praise  his 
narrative  (I  i.  c.  ia-32,  L  ii.  c  1-9).  which  pursuea  the  aaceat  ol  Palsologua 
with  eioqucnot,  perspicuity-  and  toierable  freedom.  Acropulita  ia  aoro  oaatknii^ 
aad  GfegOTM  nofe  oondM. 
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pvoich,  of  4«  mbfequeiit  mumm.  In  the  tbmtit  of  % 
regent,  lie  balaneed  the  intamlB  and  paasans  of  the  oandi- 
datos;  turned  Ibehr  emry  and  hatred  from  himeelf  against 
eaeh  otfier,  and  f oroed  eT«rj  competitor  to  own  that,  after 
hiB  own  claims,  those  of  Palieologns  wefe  best  entitled  to  the 
preference.  Under  the  title  of  great  dnke,  he  aooepted  or 
aesnmed,  during  a  long  minority,  the  active  powers  of  gor* 
emment;  the  patriarch  was  a  yenerable  name;  and  the  fac- 
tions nobles  were  sednoed,  or  oppressed,  hy  the  aaoendant 
of  his  genins.  The  frmts  of  tho  economy  of  Yataces  were 
deposited  in  a  strong  castle  on  the  banks  of  the  Hermns,  in 
the  custody  <tf  tiie  faithful  Varangians:  tlie  constable  re* 
tained  his  command  or  influence  over  the  foreign  troops; 
he  employed  the  guards  to  possess  the  treasure,  and  the 
treasure  to  corrupt  the  guards;  and  whatsoever  might  be 
the  abuse  of  the  public  money,  his  character  was  above  the 
suspicion  of  private  avarice.  By  lumself,  or  by  his  emissa- 
ries,  he  strove  to  persuade  every  rank  of  subjects  that  their 
own  prosperity  would  rise  in  just  proportion  to  the  estab- 
lishment of  his  authority.  The  weight  of  taxes  was  sus- 
pended, the  perpetual  theme  of  popukr  oomplauit;  and  ho 
prohibited  ^e  triab  by  the  oideal  and  judicial  eombat 
These  barbaric  instituttons  were  already  abolished  or  un- 
dermined in  France**  and  Bngland;"*  and  tiie  appeal  to  the 
sword  offended  the  sense  of  a  dvilieed,'*  and  the  temper  of 

The  judicial  combat  was  abolished  by  St.  Louis  in  his  own  territories;  and 
his  example  and  authority  wore  at  length  prevalent  in  France  (Esprit  dea  Loix, 
1.  xzviii.  c  99). 

>*  In  civil  cases  Henry  II.  gave  an  option  to  the  defendant:  Olanville  prefers 
iho  proof  by  evidence,  and  that  by  judicial  combat  is  reprobated  in  the  PleUk. 
Tet  the  trial  by  battle  has  never  been  abrogated  hi  the  English  hm,  and  It  wm 
Mdered  by  the  judges  as  late  as  the  bcginninfj^  of  tho  last  century. 

**  Tet  an  ingenious  friend  hao  urged  to  me  in  mitigation  of  this  practice, 
1.  That  In  nationa  eniergiiig  from  barbarism,  it  moderateB  the  license  of  privata 
war  and  arbitrary  revenge.  2.  That  it  is  less  abniird  than  the  trials  by  tha 
ordeal,  or  bdling  water,  or  the  cross,  which  it  hnn  contributed  to  abolish. 
S.  That  it  senrad  at  laut  as  a  teat  of  personal  courage;  a  quality  so  aaldoa 
imitad  with  a  base  disposition  that  the  danger  of  the  trial  might  be  some  chedc 
to  a  roaliciouB  prosecutor,  and  a  useful  barrier  against  injustice  supported  by 

Ewer.    The  gallant  and  unfortunate  earl  of  Surrey  aiight  probably  have  escaped 
)  unmerited  late  bad  nol  hi^  demand  of  Hie  eomlnfe  i^jauat  hie  aoonaer  bean 
overruled. 
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»n  un warlike,  people.  For  the  fnture  maintenance  of  tlieir 
wives  and  children,  the  veterans  were  grateful:  the  priest 
and  the  philosopher  applauded  his  ardent  zeal  for  the  ad- 
vancement of  religion  and  learning;  and  his  vague  promise 
of  rewarding  merit  was  applied  by  every  candidate  to  his 
own  hopes.  Conscious  of  the  influence  of  the  clergy, 
Michael  successfully  labored  to  secure  the  suffrage  of  that 
powerful  order.  Their  expensive  journey  from  Nice  to 
Magnesia  afforded  a  decent  and  ample  pretence:  the  lead- 
ing prelates  were  tempted  by  the  liberality  of  his  nocturnal 
visits;  and  the  incorruptible  patriarch  was  flattered  by  the 
homage  of  his  new  colleague,  who  led  his  mule  by  the  bridle 
into  the  town,  and  removed  U>  a  respectful  distance  the  im- 
portunity of  the  crowd.  Without  renouncing  his  title  by 
royal  descent,  Palajologus  encouraged  a  free  discussion  into 
tlie  advantages  of  elective  monarchy;  and  his  adherents 
aakeJ,  with  the  insolence  of  triumph,  what  patient  would 
trust  his  health,  or  what  merchant  would  abandon  his  ves- 
sel, to  the  hereditary  skill  of  a  physician  or  a  pilot?  The 
youth  of  the  emperor,  and  the  impending  dangers  of  a  mi- 
nority, required  the  support  of  a  mature  and  experienced 
guardian;  of  an  associate,  raised  above  the  envy  of  his 
equals,  and  invested  with  the  name  and  prerogatives  of 
royalty.  For  the  interest  of  the  prince  and  people,  without 
any  selfish  views  for  himself  or  his  family,  the  great  duke 
consented  to  guard  and  instruct  the  son  of  Theodore;  but 
he  sighed  for  the  happy  iiiornent  when  he  might  restore  to 
his  firmer  hands  the  administration  of  his  patrimony,  and 
enjoy  the  blessings  of  a  private  stiition.  He  was  first  in- 
vested with  the  title  and  prerogatives  of  despot,  which  be- 
stowed the  purple  ornaments,  and  the  second  place  in  the 
Boman  monarchy.  It  was  afterward  agreed  that  John  and 
Michael  should  be  proclaimed  as  joint-emperors,  and  raised 
on  the  buckler,  but  that  the  pre-eminence  sliould  be  reserved 
for  the  birthright  of  the  former.  A  mutual  league  of  amity 
was  pledged  between  the  royal  partners;  and  in  case  of  a 
rupturoi  the  subjects  were  bound,  by  their  oath  of  allegianoe« 
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to  deelan  ihemaelvaB  against  the  aggrenor,  mi  aabiguoot 
name,  the  aeed  of  diseoid  and  oiTil  war.  Pabsoiogiia  was 
content;  bat  od  the  day  of  the  ooioaalion,  and  in  the  eatfae- 
dial  of  Nioe,  hia  aealova  adhereats  moat  vehemently  aiged 
die  just  priority  of  hia  age  and  merit.  The  nnaeaaonable 
diapate  iraa  ehided  by  poatponing  to  a  more  oonvenient  op- 
portnnity  the  ooronation  of  John  Laaearie;  and  he  walked 
with  aaiKgfat  diadem  in  the  train  of  hia  gnardiaOf  who  aioae 
leeeived  the  Imperial  orown  from  the  heads  of  tbs  patriaich. 
It  was  not  withottt  extreme  relmotaaee  that  Arsenins  aban- 
doned the  oaaseof  his  pupil;  but  the  Varangiana  brandished 
their  battle-axes;  a  aign  of  assent  waa  extorted  (a.d.  1200, 
Jan.  1)  from  the  trembling  youth;  and  some  voices  were 
heard  that  the  life  of  a  child  should  no  longer  impede  the 
settlement  of  the  nation.  A  full  harvest  of  boooia  and  em- 
ployments was  distributed  among  his  friends  by  the  grateful 
Pal»ologus.  In  his  own  family  he  created  a  despot  and  two 
sebastocrators;  Alexius  Strategopulua  waa  decorsted  with 
the  title  of  C«sar;  and  ^at  veteran  conmiander  soon  repaid 
the  obligation  by  restoring  Constanttnople  to  the  Greek 
emperor. 

It  was  in  the  second  year  of  hia  reign  (a.d.  1261,  July  86X 
while  he  resided  in  the  palace  and  gardens  of  KjmphsBum** 
near  Smyrna,  that  tiie  first  messenger  amved  at  tiM  dead 
of  night;  and  the  stupendous  intelUgenoe  waa  imparted  to 
Michael,  after  he  had  been  gently  waked  by  the  tender  jmw- 
eaution  of  his  sister  Eulogia.  The  man  waa  unknown  or 
obscure;  he  produced  no  lettien  from  the  vietorioos  Onaar; 
nor  could  it  easily  be  credited,  after  the  defeat  of  Vataees 
and  the  recent  iMlure  of  PaliBok)g«s  himself,  that  the  capital 
had  been  aarprised  by  a  detachment  of  800  soldiets.  Aa  a 
hoatage,  the  doubtful  antiior  waa  oonftned^  with  the  aasur- 
anoe  of  death  or  an  am|de  reoompenae;  and  the  court  was 


■  The  8lto  of  NjinplMmm  <•  -nol  r^mAj  dcHtMd  to  Micitttl  or  modsni  geog- 
raphy.   But  from  the  lust  hourH  of  VftlHces  (Acropolita,  c  52),  it  is  evident  the 

Etiace  MHi  gardens  oi  his  faTorite  rMidence  were  in  ihe  neighborhood  of  fimjrriUL 
jmpbamn  miglii  be  loosely  placed  in  Lydia  (Gregoraa,  1.  vi.  6). 
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kfi  loiiia  hcMixB  in  the  anxiety  of  hope  and  fear,  till  the 
mBwengere  of  Alenna  arriyed  with  the  anthentio  intelli- 
gence, and  displayed  the  trophies  of  the  oonquest,  the  sword 
and  sceptre,*'  the  bnskins  and  bonnet,**  of  the  nsnrper  Bald- 
win,  which  he  had  dropped  in  hia  precipitate  flight.  A 
general  assembly  of  the  bishops,  senators,  and  nobles  was 
immediately  convened,  and  never  perhaps  was  an  event  re- 
oeived  with  more  heartfelt  and  oniversal  joy.  In  a  stodied 
oration,  the  new  sovereign  of  Constantinople  congratolated 
his  own  and  the  public  fortane.  "There  was  a  time,"  said 
he,  "a  far  distant  time,  when  the  Boman  empire  extended 
to  the  Hadriatio,  the  Tigris,  and  the  confines  of  Ethiopia. 
After  the  loss  of  the  provinces,  onr  capital  itself,  in  these 
last  and  calamitous  days,  has  been  wrested  from  onr  hands 
by  the  Barbarians  of  tiie  West  From  the  lowest  ebb,  the 
tide  of  prosperity  has  again  retained  in  oar  favor;  bat  oar 
prosperity  was  that  of  fugitives  and  exiles;  and  when  we 
were  askedf  which  was  the  conntiy  of  the  Bomans,  we  indi- 
cated with  a  blnsh  the  climate  of  the  globe  and  the  quarter 
of  the  heavens.  The  divine  Providence  has  now  restored  to 
our  arms  the  city  of  Oonstantine,  the  sacred  seat  of  religion 
and  empire;  and  it  will  depend  on  our  valor  and  conduct 
to  render  this  important  acquisition  tiie  jdedge  and  omen 
of  futore  victories.**  So  esger  was  the  impatience  of  the 
prince  and  people,  that  Michael  made  (▲.D.  1861,  Aug.  14) 
his  triumphal  entry  into  Oonstantinople  only  twenty  days 
after  the  expulsion  of  the  Latins.  The  golden  gate  was 
thrown  open  at  his  approaoli;  the  devout  conqueror  dis. 
mounted  from  his  horse;  and  a  mixaoulous  image  of  Mary 
the  Oonductress  was  borne  befoie  him,  that  the  divine  Vir- 
gin in  pereon  might  appear  to  conduct  him  to  the  temple 
of  her  Son,  the  cathedral  of  St.  Sophia.  But  after  the  flrat 

'*  This  sceptre,  ihe  emblem  of  Justice  aod  power,  was  a  long  staff,  such  M 
was  used  by  the  heroes  in  Homer.  B7  the  later  Qreeks  it  was  named  Diea$tie(t, 
•nd  the  Imperial  sceptre  was  diHtinguished  as  usual  by  the  red  or  purple  color. 

Acropolita  affirms  (c.  87)  that  this  bonnet  was  after  the  French  fashion; 
but  from  the  ruby  at  the  point  or  summit,  Ducange  (Hist,  de  C.  P.  1.  v.  c.  28, 
29)  believes  that  it  was  the  high-crowaad  JMt  of  tiM  GlMks.  Oottld  Acropolita 
mistalce  the  dress  of  his  own  courtY 
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transport  of  devotion  and  pride,  he  sighed  at  the  dreary 
prospect  of  solitude  and  ruin.  The  palace  was  defiled  with 
smoke  and  dirt,  and  the  gross  intemperance  of  tho  Franks; 
whole  streets  had  been  consumed  by  fire,  or  were  decayed 
by  the  injuries  of  time;  the  sacred  and  profane  edifices  were 
stripped  of  their  ornaments;  and,  as  if  they  were  conscious 
of  their  approaching  exile,  the  industry  of  the  Latins  had 
been  confined  to  the  work  of  pillage  and  destruction.  Trade 
had  expired  under  the  pressure  of  anarchy  and  distress;  and 
the  numbers  of  inhabitants  had  decreased  with  the  opulence 
of  the  city.  It  was  the  first  care  of  the  Greek  monarch  to 
reinstate  the  nobles  in  the  palaces  of  their  fathers;  and  the 
houses  or  the  ground  which  they  occupied  were  restored  to 
the  families  that  could  exhibit  a  legal  right  of  inheritance. 
But  the  far  greater  part  was  extinct  or  lost;  the  vacant 
property  had  devolved  to  the  lord;  he  repeopled  Constan- 
tinople by  a  liberal  invitation  to  the  provinces;  and  the 
brave  volunteers  were  seated  in  the  capital  which  had  been 
recovered  by  their  arms.  The  French  barons  and  the  prin- 
cipal families  had  retired  with  their  emperor;  but  the  patient 
and  humble  crowd  of  Latins  was  attached  to  the  country, 
and  inditferent  to  the  change  of  masters.  Instead  of  banish- 
ing the  factories  of  the  Pisans.  Venetians,  and  Genoese,  the 
prudent  conqueror  accepted  their  oaths  of  allegiance,  encour- 
aged their  industry,  confirmed  their  priv^ileges,  and  allowed 
them  to  live  under  the  jurisdiction  of  their  proper  magis- 
trates. Of  these  nations,  the  Pisans  and  Venetians  preserved 
their  respective  quarters  in  the  city;  but  the  services  and 
power  of  the  Genoese  deserved  at  the  same  time  the  grati- 
tude and.  the  jealousy  of  the  Greeks.  Their  independent 
colony  was  first  planted  at  the  seaport  town  of  Heraclea  in 
Thrace.  They  were  speedily  recalled  and  settled  in  the  ex- 
clusive possession  of  the  suburb  of  Gaiata,  an  advantageous 
post,  in  which  they  revived  the  commerce,  and  insalted  iho 
majesty,  of  the  Byzantine  empire.'* 

"  PadqnMrO-  <.  c.  98-38).  AferaprtHa(e.  811  IRoeph.  Qng.  (L  ir.  1)^  Mi 
ior  the  tfMttMni«i  th*  mhlMi  UtiM,  Doengt  (f,  t.  e.  80, 81> 
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The  raooTeiy  of  Constantmople  was  oolebimted  the  m 
of  •  new  empire:  the  conqueror,  alone,  and  by  the  right  of 
the  flwofd,  renewed  his  ooronAtion  in  the  ohnrch  of  St  So- 
phia; and  the  name  and  honors  of  John  Laacaris,  his  pupil 
and  lawful  sovereign,  were  insensibly  abolished.  But  his 
claims  s^  lived  in  the  minds  of  the  people;  and  the  royal 
youth  must  speedily  attain  the  years  of  manhood  and  am- 
bition. By  fear  or  oonsoienee,  Palisologus  was  restrained 
from  dipping  his  hands  in  innocent  and  royal  blood;  but 
the  anxiety  of  a  xuiurper  and  a  parent  uiged  him  to  secure 
(a.i>.  1261,  Dec.  25)  his  throne,  by  one  oE  those  imperfect 
crimes  so  familiar  to  the  modem  Qreeks.  The  loss  of  sight 
inoapadtated  the  young  prince  for  the  aotlTe  business  of  the 
world:  instead  of  the  Imtal  yiolence  of  tearing  out  his  eyes, 
the  visual  nerve  was  destroyed  by  the  intense  glare  of  a  red- 
hot  basin,**  and  John  Laacaris  was  removed  to  a  distant 
castle,  where  he  spent  many  yean  in  privacy  and  oblivion. 
Such  cool  and  deliberate  guilt  may  seem  incompatible  with 
remorse;  but  if  lUchael  could  trust  the  mercy  of  heaven, 
he  was  not  inaccessible  to  the  reproaches  and  vengeance  of 
mankind,  which  he  had  provoked  by  cruelty  and  treason. 
His  cruelty  imposed  on  a  servile  court  the  duties  of  applause 
or  silence;  but  the  clergy  had  a  right  to  speak  in  the  name 
of  their  invisible  master;  and  their  holy  legions  were  led 
by  a  prelate,  whose'  character  was  above  the  temptations  of 
hope  or  fear.  After  a  short  abdication  of  his  dignity,  Ar- 
senius**  had  consented  to  ascend  the  ecdesiasticwJ  throne 
of  Oonstantinople,  and  to  preside  in  the  restoration  of  the 
church.    His  pious  simplicity  was  long  deceived  by  the 

This  milder  invention  for  extinguishing  the  sight,  was  tried  by  the  philoa> 
opher  Domocritus  on  himself,  when  he  sought  to  withdraw  his  mind  from  the 
visible  world:  a  foolish  story.  The  word  (Mbaeinare,  in  Latin  and  Italian,  has 
fumishod  Ducange  (Gloss.  Latin.)  with  an  opportunity  to  review  the  varioui 
modes  of  blinding :  the  more  violent  were  acoopiog,  burning  with  an  iron  or 
hot  vinegar,  and  binding  the  head  with  « Itraag  oord  till  th«  «f«  bunt  tnm 
their  sockets.    Injicenious  tyrants! 

First  retreat  and  restoratiOD  of  Arsenius,  in  Pachjrmer  (1.  ii.  c.  IS,  I.  iU. 
C  1,  2),  and  Niceph.  Greg,  0.  iil.  e.  1,  I.  iv.  c.  1).  Posterity  Justly  accused  tho 
•^•AtM  and  <iii>pi«  ol  Axmm,  thft  vlttuM  U  a  haimit*  the  viMi  of  •  mininer 
(L  xil  c  a). 
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arts  of  Palnologns;  and  his  patience  and  subinissioD  might 
soothe  the  usurper  and  protect  the  safety  of  the  young 
prince.  On  the  news  of  his  inhuman  treatment,  the  patri- 
arch unsheathed  (a.d.  1202-12d8)  the  spiritual  sword;  and 
superstition,  on  this  occasion,  was  enlisted  in  the  cause  of 
humanity  and  justice.  In  a  synod  of  bishops,  who  were 
stimulated  by  the  example  of  his  zeal,  the  patriarch  pro- 
nounced a  sentence  of  excommunication;  though  his  pru- 
dence still  repeated  the  name  of  Michael  in  the  public 
prayers.  The  Eastern  prelates  had  not  adopted  the  dan- 
gerous maxims  of  ancient  Rome;  nor  did  they  presume  to 
enforce  their  censures,  by  deposing  princes,  or  absolving 
nations  from  their  oaths  of  allegiance.  But  the  Christian, 
who  had  been  separated  from  God  and  the  church,  became 
an  object  of  horror;  and,  in  a  turbulent  and  fanatic  capital, 
that  horror  might  arm  the  hand  of  an  assassin,  or  inflame 
a  sedition  of  the  people.  Palsaologus  felt  his  danger,  con- 
fessed his  guilt,  and  deprecated  his  judge:  the  act  was  irre- 
trievable; the  prize  was  obtained;  and  the  most  rigorous 
penance,  which  he  solicited,  would  have  raised  the  sinner 
to  the  reputation  of  a  saint.  The  unrelenting  patriarch  re- 
fused to  announce  any  means  of  atonement  or  any  hopes 
of  mercy ;  and  condescended  only  to  pronounce  that,  for  so 
great  a  crime,  great  indeed  must  be  the  satisfaction.  "Do 
you  require,"  said  Michael,  **that  I  should  abdicate  the 
empire?"  And  at  these  words,  he  offered,  or  seemed  to 
offer,  the  sword  of  state.  Arsenius  eagerly  grasped  this 
pledge  of  sovereignty;  but  when  he  perceived  that  the 
emperor  was  nnwilling  to  purchase  absolution  at  so  dear 
a  rate,  he  indignantly  escaped  to  his  cell,  and  left  the  royal 
sinner  kneeling  and  weeping  before  the  door.** 

The  danger  and  scandal  of  this  excommunioation  sub- 
sisted above  three  years,  till  the  popular  clamor  was  as- 
suaged by  time  and  repentance;  till  the  brethren  of  Arse- 

«  TiM  crhM  and  etooMBwmltrttai  d  IOoIimI  we  MtlrtoUl  PBchjraMr 
|L  Hi.  c  10.  14.  19.  etc.)HidQi«for.  0.lv,  Hli oomMm  and  piMOM 
imored  their  ireedom. 
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Dius  oondemned  his  inflexible  spirit,  so  repugnant  to  the 
unbounded  forgiveness  of  the  Grospei.  The  emperor  had  art- 
fully insinuated,  that,  if  he  were  still  rejected  at  home,  he 
might  seek,  in  the  Roman  pontiff,  a  more  indulgent  judge* 
but  it  was  far  more  easy  and  efiectual  to  find  or  to  place  that 
judge  at  the  head  of  the  Byzantine  church.  Arsenius  was 
involved  in  a  vague  rumor  of  conspiracy  and  disaffection; 
some  irregular  steps  in  his  ordination  and  government  were 
liable  to  censure;  a  synod  deposed  him  from  the  episcopal 
office;  and  he  was  transported  under  a  guard  of  soldiers  to 
a  small  island  of  the  Propontis.  Before  his  exile,  he  sul- 
lenly requested  that  a  strict  account  might  be  taken  of  the 
treasures  of  tlie  clnirch:  boasted  that  his  sole  riches,  three 
pieces  of  gold,  had  been  earned  by  transcribing  the  Psalms; 
continued  to  assert  the  freedom  of  his  mind;  and  denied, 
with  his  last  breath,  the  pardon  which  was  implored  by 
the  royal  sinner."  After  some  delay,  Gregory,  bishop  of 
Hadrianople,  was  tran.slated  to  the  Byzantine  throne;  but 
his  authority  was  found  insufficient  to  support  the  absolu- 
tion of  the  emperor;  and  Joseph,  a  reverend  monk,  was 
substituted  to  that  important  function.  This  edifying  scene 
was  represented  in  the  presence  of  the  senate  and  people; 
at  the  end  of  six  years,  the  humble  penitent  was  restored 
to  the  communion  of  the  faithful;  and  humanity  will  rejoice 
that  a  milder  treatment  of  the  captive  Lascaris  was  stipulated 
as  a  proof  of  his  remorse.  But  the  spirit  of  Arsenius  still 
survived  in  a  powerful  faction  of  the  monks  and  clergy, 
who  persevered  (a  d.  1266-1312)  above  forty  eight  years 
in  an  obstinate  schism.  Their  scruples  were  treated  with 
tenderness  and  respect  by  Miehael  and  his  son;  and  tha 
reconciliation  of  the  Arsenites  was  the  serious  labor  of  the 
church  and  state.  In  the  confidence  of  fanaticism,  they  had 
proposed  to  try  their  cause  by  a  miracle;  and  when  the  two 
papersy  thai  contaiikBd  their  own  And  the  advene  QMMe, 

*  FMbymer  rekiea  ibe  exile  of  Araeoine  (L  iT.  o.  1-16):  he  was  cm  of  the 
iiimfinirtii  whe  vWiad  liin  la  the  deeirt  lOtmL  Ihe  iMt  fhiiDH  i( 
Ibe  nnfocvlTiog  petrieroh  It  Kill  extent  (Dupie.  MMto.  tpriM.  » 
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were  cast  into  a  fiery  brasier,  they  expected  that  the  cath- 
olic verity  would  be  respected  by  the  flames.  Alas!  the 
two  papers  were  indiscriminately  consumed,  and  this  un- 
foreseen accident  produced  the  union  of  a  day,  and  renewed 
the  quarrel  of  an  age."  The  final  treaty  displayed  the  vic- 
tory of  the  Arsenites:  the  clergy  abstained  during  forty 
days  from  all  ecclesiastical  functions;  a  slight  penance  was 
imposed  on  the  laity;  the  body  of  Arsenius  was  deposited 
in  the  sanctuary;  and,  in  the  name  of  the  departed  saint, 
the  prince  and  people  were  released  from  the  ains  of  their 
fathers." 

The  establishment  (a.d.  1269,  Dec.  1)  of  his  family  was 
the  motive,  or  at  least  the  pretence,  of  the  crime  of  Palaeo- 
logus;  and  he  was  impatient  to  confirm  the  succession,  by 
sharing  with  his  eldest  son  the  honors  of  the  purple.  An- 
dronicus,  afterward  surnamed  the  Elder,  was  proclaimed 
(a.d.  1282,  Dec.  11)  and  crowned  emperor  of  the  Romans, 
in  the  fifteenth  year  of  his  age;  and,  from  the  first  era  of  a 
prolix  and  inglorious  reign,  he  held  (a.d.  1278,  Nov.  8 — a.d. 
1832,  Feb.  13)  that  august  title  nine  years  as  the  colleague, 
and  fifty  as  the  successor,  of  his  father.  Michael  himself, 
jiad  he  died  in  a  private  station,  would  have  been  thought 
more  worthy  of  the  empire;  and  the  assaults  of  his  temporal 
and  spiritual  enemies  left  him  few  moments  to  labor  for  his 
own  fame  or  the  happiness  of  his  subjects.  He  wrested  from 
the  Franks  several  of  the  noblest  islands  of  the  Archipelago, 
Lesbos,  Chios,  and  Rhodes:  his  brother  Constantine  was  sent 
to  command  in  Malvasia  and  Sparta;  and  the  eastern  side  of 
the  Morea,  from  Argos  and  Napoli  to  Cape  Tienarus,  was 
repossessed  by  the  Greeks.  This  effusion  of  Christian  blood 
▼as  loudly  condemned  by  the  patriarch;  and  the  insolent 

**  Pachjrmer  (I.  vii.  e.  S9)  rd&tes  this  miraculoua  trial  like  a  philoeopher, 
and  treats  with  similar  contempt  a  plot  of  the  Areenitcn.  to  hide  a  revelation  in 
the  coffin  of  some  old  saint  (1.  vii.  c.  13).  Ho  compensates  this  incredulity  bj 
■a  imacre  that  weepa,  aaodier  that  bleeds  (\.  iH.  e.  SO),  and  Hw  ndimculoas 
enres  of  a  deaf  and  a  mute  patient  (1.  zi.  c.  32). 

^  The  story  of  the  Arsenites  is  spread  through  the  thirteen  books  of  Fit* 
dmntr.   Their  vaioo  aad  trlaoqph  are  nmtfid  ior  Hiaiyh.  Otm.  (jL  viL  f X 

who  UMm  lOfM  DOT  MtoMM  lhaW  MOlMiM. 
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priest  presumed  to  interpoge  his  feare  and  samples  between 
the  arms  of  princes.  But  in  the  prosecution  of  these  West- 
ern conquests,  the  countries  beyond  the  Hellespont  were 
left  naked  to  the  Turks;  and  their  depredations  verified 
the  prophecy  of  a  dying  senator,  that  the  recovery  of  Con- 
stantinoyjle  would  be  the  ruin  of  Asia.  The  victoriefl  of 
Michael  were  achieved  by  his  lieutenants;  his  sword  rusted 
in  the  palace;  and,  in  the  transactions  of  the  emperor  with 
the  popes  and  the  king  of  Naples,  his  poiiticftl  arts  wers 
stained  with  cruelty  and  fraud." 

I.  Tlie  Vatican  was  the  most  natural  refuge  of  a  Latin 
emperor,  who  had  been  driven  from  his  throne;  and  Pope 
Urban  the  Fourth  appeared  to  pity  the  misfortunes,  and 
vindicate  the  cause,  of  the  fugitive  Baldwin.  A  cruBadOi 
with  plenary  indulgence,  was  preached  by  his  command 
against  the  schismatic  Greeks;  he  excommunicated  their 
allies  and  adherents;  solicited  Lonis  the  Ninth  in  favor 
of  bis  kinsman;  and  demanded  a  tenth  of  the  ecclesiastic 
revenues  of  France  and  England  for  the  service  of  the  holy 
war.*'  The  subtle  Greek,  who  watched  the  rising  tempest 
of  the  West,  attempted  to  suspend  or  soothe  the  hostility  of 
tbe|K^,  by  suppliant  embassies  and  respectful  letters;  but 
he  imiliuated  that  the  establishment  of  peace  must  prepare 
the  veoonciliation  and  obedience  of  the  Eastern  church.  The 
Boman  court  oould  not  be  deceived  by  so  gross  an  artifioe; 
and  Michael  was  admonished  that  the  repeutauce  of  the  son 
should  preoede  the  forgiveness  of  the  father;  and  that  faiih 
(an  arabiguoas  word)  was  the  only  basis  of  friendship  and 
alliance.  After  a  long  and  affected  delay,  the  approach  of 
danger,  and  the  importunity  of  Qregovy  the  Tenth,  com- 
pelled him  to  enter  on  a  more  serious  negotiation:  he  al- 
leged the  example  of  the  great  Yataces;  and  the  Greek 
clergy,  who  understood  the  intentioos  of  their  prince,  wei9 

•  Of  the  xiii  books  of  Pachymer,  the  first  six  (an  the  ivth  and  vth  of  Nioeph. 
Greg.)  CoatMn  the  reig^  of  Michiu.*!,  at  the  time  of  whone  death  be  wan  forty 
ol  agai    butead  of  broakitie.  like  his  editor  the  Pere  Poussin,  hie  history  into  two 
Hffta,  I  follow  Duc«ng«  and  Oouiin,  who  number  the  xiii  books  in  one  MriM. 
Dncug^,  Hi^tlo  a  P.  L  V.  e  tt,  ffte.,  iraa  th*  Bpw«w«f  Mta  17. 
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not  alanned  bj  tbe  fint  steps  of  recoDciliation  and  re* 
■peet.  But  when  he  pressed  the  conclusion  of  the  treaty, 
thej  streniioasly  declared  that  the  Latins,  though  not  in 
name,  were  heretioa  in  iaot,  and  that  they  despised  those 
atrangers  as  the  yileat  and  most  despicable  portion  of  the 
human  raoe.**  It  was  the  task  of  the  emperor  to  persuade, 
to  oomipt,  to  intimidate,  the  most  popular  eceleeiaatica,  to 
gain  the  vote  of  each  individuali  and  alternately  to  urge  the 
aignmente  of  Christian  charity  and  the  public  welfare.  The 
texts  of  the  fathers  and  the  arms  of  tiie  Franks  were  bal* 
anoed  in  the  theological  and  political  scale;  and  without 
appiroving  the  addition  to  the  Nicene  creed,  the  most  mod- 
erate were  taught  to  confess  that  the  two  hostile  proposi- 
tions of  proceeding  from  the  Father  bt  the  Son,  and  of 
proceeding  from  the  Father  and  the  Son,  might  be  reduced 
to  a  safe  and  Catholic  sense.*'  The  supremacy  of  the  pope 
was  a  doctrine  more  easy  to  conceiTe,  but  more  painful  to 
acknowledge;  yet  Michael  represented  to  his  monks  and 
prelates  that  they  might  submit  to  name  the  Boman  bishop 
as  the  flist  of  the  patriarchs;  and  that  their  distance  and  dis- 
cretion would  guud  the  liberties  of  the  Bastem  church  from 
the  misohierous  consequences  of  the  light  iA  appeal  He 
protested  that  he  would  sacrifice  his  life  and  empire  rather 
than  yield  the  smallest  point  d  orthodox  faith  or  national 
independence;  and  this  declaration  was  sealed  and  ratified 
by  a  golden  bull.  The  patriarch  Joseph  withdrew  to  a 
monastery,  to  resign  or  resume  his  throne,  according  to  the 
event  of  the  treaty:  the  letters  of  union  (▲.n.  1274-1277)  and 
obedience  were  subscribed  by  the  emperor,  his  son  Andro- 
nicus,  and  thirly^fiTe  archbishops  and  metropolitans,. with 


">  From  their  mercantile  intercourse  with  the  Venetians  and  Gtenocso,  ihoy 
hnmded  the  Latins  m  tuar^  and  ^kuwv#*»  (Pachjrmer,  1.  v.  c.  10).  "8ome  are 
lieraciei  fn  bmn:  «llM«i»  lite  tte  iKtbit,  ia  fMt,**  mM  Ite  Imitd  YMens 
(I.  V.  c.  ISX  wlio  MM  •Aarwatd  Imomm  a  ooovart  (e.  IS,  16)  «ad  •  pitriMdi 

**  Id  tlito  dtM  we  may  place  FMh jmer  hinwdf,  whoM  Mpjknn  eod  etndidi 

narrative  occupioa  the  vth  and  vilh  books  of  his  history.  Yet  the  Greek  Is 
■ileat  on  Ihe  council  of  Lyons,  and  seems  to  belteve  that  (he  popes  alwsjs 
rarfMlBB«nesa4lliifya>v.«.n,  21). 
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their  respective  synods;  and  the  episcopal  list  was  multi- 
plied hy  iiiiiny  dioceses  which  were  annihilated  under  the 
yoke  of  the  inlidels.  An  embassy  was  composed  of  some 
trusty  ministers  and  prelates;  they  embarked  for  Italy,  with 
rich  ornaments  and  rare  perfumes,  for  the  altar  of  St.  Peter; 
and  their  tiecret  orders  authorized  and  recommended  a  bound- 
less compliance.  They  were  received,  in  the  general  council 
of  Lyons,  by  Pope  Gregory  the  Tenth,  at  the  head  of  five 
hundred  bishops.'*  He  embmced  with  tears  his  long-lost 
and  repentant  children;  accepted  the  oath  of  the  ambas- 
sadors, who  abjured  the  schism  in  the  name  of  the  two 
emperors;  adorned  the  prelates  with  the  ring  and  mitre; 
chanted  in  Greek  and  Latin  the  Nicene  creed  with  the  ad- 
dition of  Jllioque;  and  rejoiced  in  the  union  of  the  East  and 
West,  which  had  been  reserved  for  his  reign.  To  consum- 
mate this  pious  work,  tlie  Byzantine  deputies  were  speedily 
followed  by  the  pope's  nuncios;  and  their  instruction  dis- 
closes the  policy  of  the  Vatican,  whicii  could  not  be  satisfied 
with  the  vain  title  of  supremacy.  After  viewing  the  temper 
of  the  prince  and  people,  they  were  enjoined  to  absolve  the 
schismatic  clergy,  who  should  subscribe  and  swear  their 
abjuration  aud  obedience;  to  establish  in  all  the  churches 
the  use  of  the  perfect  creed;  to  prepare  the  entrance  of  a 
cardinal  legate,  with  the  full  powers  and  dignity  of  his 
othce;  and  to  instruct  the  emperor  in  the  advantages 
which  he  might  deriye  from  the  temporal  protection  of 
the  Roman  pontiff." 

But  they  found  a  country  without  a  friend,  a  nation  in 
which  the  names  of  Rome  and  Fiiion  were  pronounced  with 
abhorrence.  The  patriarch  Joseph  was  indeed  removed;  his 
place  was  filled  by  Vcccus,  an  ecclesiastic  of  learning  and 
moderation;  and  the  emperor  was  still  urged  by  the  same 
motiyes  to  persevere  in  the  same  proiessions.   But  in  iiia 

"  Aet8  of  the  coanea  of  Lfou  tn  Uw  yctr  1St4.  Flearjr,  Birt.  ledcA. 
181.    Dapin.  BibHot.  Ecclea.  x  nB 

*  This  curious  instnictloD,  wbkh  has  been  drawa  with  more  or  lees  honesty 
hy  WadfBg  and  Le»  Altalfaa  tai  Iht  anMnfflf  iIm  Tatlcw,  to  glm  to  n 
•tatnot  or  vmioii  fej  Vkmjt  zfitt.  118. 
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private  language,  Pal«Bolof^s  affected  to  deplore  the  pride, 
and  to  blame  the  innovations,  of  the  Latins;  and  while  he 
debased  his  character  by  this  double  hypocrisy,  he  justilied 
and  punished  the  opposition  of  his  subjects.  By  the  joint 
Buffrage  of  the  new  and  the  ancient  Home,  a  sentence  of 
excommunication  was  pronounced  against  the  obstinate 
schismatics:  the  censures  of  the  church  were  executed 
(a.D.  1277-1282)  by  the  sword  of  Michael;  on  the  failure 
of  ])erauasion,  he  tried  the  ai^uments  of  prison  anil  exile,  of 
whipping  and  mutilation;  those  touch-stones,  says  a  histo- 
lian,  of  cowards  and  the  brave.  Two  Greeks  still  reigned 
ki  .iEtolia,  Epirus,  and  Thessaly,  with  the  appellation  of  des- 
pots: they  had  yielded  to  the  sovereign  of  Constantinople, 
but  they  rejected  the  chains  of  the  Boman  pontiff,  and  sup- 
ported their  refusal  by  successful  arma.  Under  their  pro- 
tection, the  fugitive  monks  and  bishops  assembled  in  hostile 
synods;  and  retorted  the  name  of  heretic  with  the  galling 
addition  of  apostate:  the  prince  of  Trebizond  was  tempted 
to  assume  the  forfeit  title  of  emperor;  and  even  the  Latins 
of  Negropont,  Thebes,  Athens,  and  the  Moreu,  forgot  the 
merits  of  the  convert,  to  join,  with  open  or  clandestine  aid, 
the  enemies  of  Pulajologus.  His  favorite  generals,  of  hii 
own  blood  and  family,  successively  deserted,  or  betrayed, 
the  sacrilegious  trust.  His  sister  Eulogia,  a  niece,  and  two 
female  cousins,  conspired  against  him;  another  niece,  Mary, 
queen  of  Bulgaria,  negotiated  his  ruin  with  the  sultan  of 
Egvpt;  and  in  the  public  eye  their  treiison  was  consecrated 
as  the  most  sublime  virtue."  To  the  pope's  nuncios,  who 
urged  the  consummation  of  the  work,  Palfeolopus  exposed 
n  naked  recital  of  all  that  he  had  done  and  suffered  for  their 
sake.  They  were  assured  that  the  guilty  sectaries,  of  both 
sexes  and  every  rank,  had  been  deprived  of  their  honors, 
their  fortunes,  and  their  liberty;  a  spreading  list  of  confis- 

M  tkfi  iMBk  Mid  mtlMinie  oonMrn  oC  lltehMl't  dirtiMi.  to  wblbitti 

in  barbarous  Latin  hv  Oirorius,  who  si^ns  himself  Protonotarius  Tnierpreium, 
and  tnmachbed  by  Wadiog  Irom  the  M8S.  of  Ui«  YaticM  (a.1).  1218,  Ko.  3). 
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cation  and  punishment,  which  involved  many  persons,  the 
dearest  to  the  emperor,  or  the  best  deserving  of  his  favor. 
They  were  conducted  to  the  prison  to  behold  four  princes 
of  the  royal  blood  chained  in  the  four  corners,  and  shaking 
their  fetters  in  an  agony  of  grief  and  rage.  Two  of  these 
captives  were  afterward  released;  the  one  by  submission, 
the  other  by  death :  but  the  obstinacy  of  their  two  compan- 
ions was  chastised  by  the  loss  of  their  eyes;  and  the  Greeks, 
the  least  adverse  to  the  union,  deplore  that  cruel  and  in- 
auspicious tragedy."  Persecutors  must  expect  the  hatred 
of  those  whom  they  oppress;  but  they  commonly  find  some 
consolation  in  the  testimony  of  their  conscience,  the  applause 
of  their  party,  and  perhaps  the  success  of  their  undertaking. 
But  the  hypocrisy  of  Michael,  which  was  prompted  only  by 
political  motives,  must  have  forced  him  to  hate  himself,  to 
despise  his  followers,  and  to  esteem  and  envy  the  rebel 
champions  by  whom  he  was  detested  and  despised.  While 
his  violence  was  abhorred  at  Constantinople,  at  Rome  his 
slowness  was  arraigned  and  his  sincerity  suspected;  till  at 
length  Pope  Martin  the  Fourth  excluded  the  Greek  emperor 
from  the  pale  of  a  church  into  which  he  was  striving  to 
reduce  a  schismatic  people.  No  sooner  had  the  tyrant  ex- 
pired (a.d.  1283)  than  the  union  was  dissolved  and  abjured 
by  unanimous  consent;  the  churches  were  purified;  the  pen- 
itents were  reconciled;  and  his  son  Andronicus,  after  weep- 
ing the  sins  and  errors  of  his  youth,  most  piously  denied  his 
father  the  burial  of  a  prince  and  a  Christian."* 

II.  In  the  distress  of  the  Latins,  the  walls  and  towers 
of  Constantinople  had  fallen  to  decay:  they  were  restored 
and  fortified  by  the  policy  of  Michael,  who  deposited  a 
plenteous  store  of  corn  and  salt  provisions  to  sustain  the 
siege  which  he  might  hourly  expect  irom  the  resentment 

*  Vlth  book  of  PachTinor.  pftiticularly  the  chaptan  1.  11,  16,  18.  24-tT. 
Ho  is  iho  mora  endiblt^  m  1m  ipMln  of  thlt  ponMeutkm  with  km  angir  tlm 
■onrow. 

*  PMhymer.  L  ril  c.  1-11,  17.   The  ipeoch  of  Andronicus  the  Blder(lib. 

xii.  c.  2)  is  a  curiouH  record,  which  proves,  thftt  if  the  Groeks  were  the  slavee 

of  iho  magmxt  ibe  ompiror  wm  not  Iw  tfn  tktm  of  ayporatitioa  mmI  Um  otofgy. 
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of  the  Western  powers.  Of  these,  the  sovereign  of  the  two 
Sicilies  was  the  most  formidable  neiglibor;  but  as  long  as 
they  were  possessed  by  Mainfroy,  tlie  bastard  of  Frederic 
tliG  Second,  his  monurchy  was  the  bulwark  rather  than  the 
uimoyance  of  the  Eastern  empire.  The  usurper,  though  a 
brave  and  active  prince,  was  sufficiently  employed  in  the 
defence  of  his  throne;  his  proscription  by  successive  popes 
had  separatfid  Mainfroy  from  the  common  cause  of  the  Lat- 
ins; and  the  forces  that  might  have  besieged  Constantino- 
pit;  were  deUiined  in  a  crusade  against  the  domestic  enemy 
of  Rome.  The  prize  of  her  avenger,  the  crown  of  the 
two  Sicilies,  was  won  (a.d.  1266,  Feb.  26)  and  worn  by  the 
brother  of  St.  Louis,  by  Charles,  count  of  Anjou  and  Pro- 
vence, who  led  the  chivalry  of  France  on  this  holy  expedi- 
tion." The  disalfection  of  his  Christian  subjects  compelled 
Mainfroy  to  enlist  a  colony  of  Saracens  wliom  his  father  had 
planted  in  Apulia:  and  this  odious  succor  will  explain  the 
defiance  of  the  Catholic  hero,  who  rejected  all  terms  of  ao- 
comraodation.  "Bear  this  message,"  said  Charles,  **to  the 
sultan  of  Nocera,  that  God  and  the  sword  are  umpire  be- 
tween us;  and  that  he  shall  either  send  me  to  paradise,  or 
I  will  send  him  to  the  pit  of  hell."  The  armies  met,  and 
though  I  am  ignorant  of  Mainfroy's  doom  in  the  other 
world,  in  this  he  lost  his  friends,  his  kingdom,  and  his 
life,  in  the  bloody  battle  of  Bencvento.  Naples  and  Sicily 
were  immediately  peopled  with  a  warlike  race  of  French 
nobles;  and  their  aspiring  leader  embraced  the  future  con- 
quest of  Africa,  Greece,  and  Palestine.  The  most  specious 
reasons  might  point  his  first  arms  against  the  Byzantine 
empire;  and  Palteologus,  diffident  of  his  own  strength,  re- 
peatedly appealed  from  the  ambition  of  Charles  to  the  hu- 
iimiiity  oi  St.  Louis,  who  still  preserved  a  just  ascendant 

The  iMfe  MoountB.  the  nearoBt  the  time,  tiM  MMt  tM  «b4  <Mlartidntog 

of  llie  conquest  of  Naples  by  Churlcf^  of  AnJou,  btiOttlldiD  the  Florenliii^ 
Ghronides  of  Ricordaoo  Maleepina  (c  17&-183)  and  Okmomi  TlUaiii  (L  viL  a. 
1-10,  25-30),  wMch  sre  puMnlied  by  Vrnvtorl  ta  T(Ai.  tnd  sH  of  Qm 
lliHtonana  of  Itoly.  In  liis  AnnalH  (xi.  66),  he  lian  abridgred  these  jfpeet  events, 
whi(^  are  likewiee  deecrited  u  tiie  let  i^yfle  of  Qieunone,  ii.  L  six..  Hi.  1.  sz. 
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over  the  mind  of  his  ferocious  brother.  For  a  while  the 
attention  of  that  brother  was  conlined  at  home  by  the  in- 
vasion of  Conradin,  the  last  heir  of  the  Imperial  house  of 
Swabia:  but  the  hapless  boy  sunk  in  the  unequal  (x>nfiict; 
and  his  execution  on  a  public  scaffold  taught  the  rivals  of 
Charles  to  tremble  for  their  heads  as  well  as  their  domin- 
ions. A  second  respite  was  obtained  by  the  last  crusade 
of  St.  Louis  to  the  African  coast;  and  the  double  motive  of 
interest  and  ^luty  urged  the  king  of  Naples  to  assist,  with  his 
powers  and  Lis  presence,  the  holy  enterprise.  The  death  of 
St.  Louis  released  him  from  the  importunity  of  a  virtuous 
censor;  the  king  of  Tunis  confessed  himself  the  tributary 
and  vassal  of  the  crown  of  Sicily;  and  the  boldest  of  the 
French  knights  were  free  (a.d.  1270,  etc.)  to  enlist  under 
his  banner  against  the  Greek  empire.  A  treaty  and  a  mar- 
riage united  his  interest  with  the  house  of  Courtenay;  his 
daughter  Beatrice  was  promised  to  Philip,  son  and  heir  of 
the  emperor  Baldwin;  a  pension  of  600  ounces  of  gold  was 
allowed  for  his  maintenance;  and  his  generous  father  dis- 
tributed among  his  allies  the  kingdoms  and  provinces  of  the 
East,  reserving  only  Constantinople,  and  one  day's  journey 
round  the  city,  for  the  Imperial  domain."  In  this  perilous 
moment,  Palaeologus  was  the  more  eager  to  subscribe  the 
creed  and  implore  the  protection  of  the  Roman  pontiff,  who 
assumed,  with  propriety  and  weight,  the  character  of  an 
angel  of  peace,  the  common  father  of  the  Christians.  By 
his  voice,  the  sword  of  Charles  was  chained  in  the  scab* 
bard ;  and  the  Qreek  ambassadors  beheld  him,  in  the  pope's 
antechamber,  biting  his  ivory  sceptre  in  a  transport  of  fury, 
and  deeply  resenting  the  refusal  to  enfranchise  and  conse* 
crate  his  arms.  lie  appears  to  have  respected  the  disinter- 
ested mediation  of  Gregory  the  Tenth;  but  Charles  was  in- 
sensibly disgusted  by  the  pride  and  partiality  of  Nicholas 
the  Third;  and  his  attachment  to  his  kindred,  the  Ursini 
family,  alienated  the  most  strenuous  champion  from  the  ser- 

"  Ducange.  Hitt  de  0.  P.  L  v.  c  49-56,  L  vi.  c.  1-13.  Pachjrmer,  1.  5v. 
e.  39, 1.  T,  0.  7-10,  26,  L  Ti.  0.  80,  32,  33,  and  Niceith.  Greg.  L  iv.  &,  1.  v.  1,  6. 
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vice  of  tiie  chtirch.  The  hostile  league  against  the  Greeka, 
of  Philip  the  Latin  empeior,  the  king  of  ikte  two  SieifieB, 
and  the  republic  of  Venice,  was  ripened  into  exeontkm;  and 
the  ^eotiofi  of  Martin  the  Fourth,  a  French  pope,  gaye  a 
niLotion  to  the  cause.  01  the  allies,  Philip  supplied  his 
name,  Martin,  a  bull  of  exeommunication,  the  Yenetians, 
a  squadron  of  forty  galleys;  and  the  formidabie  poveiB 
ot  Cfaarlee  consisted  of  forty  counts,  10,000  men-at-arms,  a 
Bomerons  body  of  infantry,  and  a  fleet  of  more  than  800 
iriiips  and  transports.  A  distant  day  was  appointed  for  as- 
sambling  this  mighty  force  in  the  harbor  of  Brindisi;  and 
X  previous  attempt  was  risked  with  a  detachment  of  900 
knights,  who  invaded  Albania,  and  besieged  the  fortress 
of  Belgrade.  Their  defeat  might  anniae  with  a  triumph  the 
vanity  of  Oonstantinopie;  but  the  more  sagacious  Michari, 
deipairiag  cf  hit  arms,  depended  on  the  e£BeclB  <^  a  con- 
spiracy; on  the  secret  workings  of  a  lal,  who  gnawed  the 
hfyw-string*"  of  the  Sicilian  tyrant. 

Among  the  proscribed  adherents  of  the  house  of  Swabia, 
Jiohn  of  Procida  forfeited  a  small  island  of  that  name  in  the 
Bay  of  Naples.  His  birth  was  noble,  bat  his  education  was 
learned;  and  in  the  poverty  of  exile  he  was  relieved  by  the 
piaotioe  of  physio,  which  he  had  stndied  in  the  school  of 
Salerno.  Fortune  had  left  him  nothing  to  lose,  except  life; 
and  to  despise  Kfe  is  the  first  qualifleation  of  a  lebeL  Pro- 
cida was  endowed  with  the  art  <ji  negotiation,  to  enforce  his 
reasons  and  disgaise  his  motives;  and  in  his  various  trans- 
actions with  nations  and  men  he  could  persuade  each  parlj 
that  he  labored  solely  for  iMr  interest  The  new  kingdoms 
of  Charles  were  afflicted  by  ereiy  species  cf  fiscal  and  mili- 
taiy  oppression;^  and  the  lives  and  fortnnes  of  his  Italian 


The  rmder  «f  Herodotm  Wffl  reoo1I«eK  how  mfamcnloady  the  Aatyiteii  host 

of  Sennacherib  was  diaartnod  and  destroyed  (L  »i.  c.  141). 

40  Aooordins  to  Sabas  Malaapina  (UwU  Sioula,  L  iiu  o.  16,  in  Munt.  viii. 
832),  a  »MkMi8W)elph,  the  subjects  of  ChaHet,  who  had  revfl«d  Ifainftoj  as  a 
wolf,  1-K>pan  to  repn  t  him  as  a  Iamb;  and  he  Juiiriflea  Iheir  diflcontent  by  the 
omreaaioiia  <rf  the  Freacfa  govemmeDt  (1.  vi.  e.  2,  T).  BicUian  maBilMlo  ia 
jneiholat  SpedaUa  (1.  i.  o.  11,  Marat  s.  SSO). 
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snbjecta  were  sacrificed  to  the  greatness  of  their  master  and 
the  licentiousness  of  hia  followers.  The  hatred  of  Naples 
was  repressed  by  his  presence;  but  the  looser  government 
of  his  vicegerents  excited  the  contempt,  as  well  as  the  aver- 
sion, of  the  Sicilians:  the  island  was  roused  (a.d.  1280)  to 
a  sense  of  freedom  by  the  eloquence  of  Procida;  and  he  dis- 
played to  every  baron  his  private  interest  in  the  common 
cause.  In  the  confidence  of  foreign  aid,  he  successively 
visited  the  courts  of  the  Greek  emperor,  and  of  Peter,  king 
of  Aragon,"  who  possessed  the  maritime  countries  of  Va- 
lencia and  Catalonia.  To  the  ambitious  Peter  a  crown  was 
presented,  which  he  might  justly  claim  by  his  marriage  with 
the  sister  of  Mainfroy,  and  by  the  dying  voice  of  Conradin, 
who  from  the  scaffold  had  cast  a  ring  to  his  heir  and 
avenger.  Palseologus  was  easily  persuaded  to  divert  his 
enemy  from  a  foreign  war  by  a  rebellion  at  home;  and  a 
Greek  subsidy  of  26,000  ounces  of  gold  was  most  profitably 
applied  to  arm  a  Catalan  fleet,  which  sailed  under  a  holy 
banner  to  the  specious  attack  of  the  Saracens  of  Africa.  In 
the  disguise  of  a  monk  or  beggar,  the  indefatigable  mission* 
ary  of  revolt  flew  from  Constantinople  to  Rome,  and  from 
Sicily  to  Saragossa;  the  treaty  was  sealed  with  the  signet 
of  Pope  Nicholas  himself,  the  enemy  of  Charles;  and  his 
deed  of  gift  transferred  the  fiefs  of  St.  Peter  from  the  house 
of  Anjou  to  that  of  Aragon.  So  widely  diffused  and  so 
freely  circulated,  the  secret  was  preserved  about  two  years 
with  impenetrable  discretion;  and  each  of  the  conspirators 
imbibed  the  maxim  of  Peter,  who  declared  that  he  would  cut 
off  his  left  hand  if  it  were  conscious  of  the  intentions  of  his 
right.  The  mine  was  prepared  with  deep  and  dangerous 
artifice;  but  it  may  be  questioned  whether  the  instant  ex- 
plosion of  Palermo  were  the  effect  of  accident  or  design. 

On  the  vigil  of  Easter  (a.d.  1282,  March  80),  a  procession 
of  the  disarmed  citizens  visited  a  church  without  the  walls; 


«  OharMler  aad  ooanMit  of  FBler.  Idiig  oC  Aiifon,  in  MiliMia  (Hiiloria 

Hlspan.  1.  xiv.  c.  r>.  it.  n:^).  The  reader  foiviftB  ttM  J«lllH*S  dafeeli*  lia  ImOT, 
alwtjrs  of  hia  »tj\e,  And  o£t«n  oi  his  aeiiB«, 
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and  a  noble  damsel  was  rudely  insulted  by  a  French  sol- 
dier.** The  ravisher  was  instantly  punished  with  death; 
and  if  the  people  at  first  were  scattered  by  a  military  force, 
their  numbers  and  fury  prevailed;  the  conspirators  seized 
the  opportunity;  the  flames  spread  over  the  island;  and 
8,000  French  were  exterminated  in  a  promiscuous  massacre, 
which  has  obtained  the  name  of  the  Sicilian  Vespers." 
From  every  city  the  banners  of  freedom  and  the  church 
were  displayed ;  the  revolt  was  inspired  by  the  presence  or 
the  soul  of  Procida;  and  Peter  of  Aragon,  who  sailed  from 
the  African  coast  of  Palermo,  was  saluted  as  the  king  and 
savior  of  the  isle.  By  the  rebellion  of  a  people  on  whom 
he  had  so  long  trampled  with  impunity,  Charles  was  aston- 
ished and  confounded;  and  in  the  first  agony  of  grief  and 
devotion  he  was  heard  to  exclaim,  '*0  God!  if  thou  hast 
decreed  to  humble  me,  grant  me  at  least  a  gentle  and  grad- 
ual descent  from  the  pinnacle  of  greatness  I"  His  fleet  and 
army,  which  already  filled  the  sea-ports  of  Italy,  were  hast- 
ily recalled  from  the  service  of  the  Grecian  war;  and  the 
situation  of  Messina  exposed  that  town  to  the  first  storm 
of  his  revenge.  Feeble  in  themselves,  and  yet  hopeless  of 
foreign  succor,  the  citizens  would  have  repented,  and  sub- 
mitted on  the  assurance  of  full  pardon  and  their  ancient 
privileges.  But  the  pride  of  the  monarch  was  already  re- 
kindled ;  and  the  most  fervent  entreaties  of  the  legate  could 
extort  no  more  than  a  promise  that  he  would  forgive  the 
remainder,  after  a  chosen  list  of  800  rebels  had  been  yielded 
to  his  discretion.  The  despair  of  the  Messinese  renewed 
their  courage:  Peter  of  Aragon  approached  to  their  relief;** 

•  After  wamemSa^  th«  Bufferings  of  his  onantry,  Nidiolu  Specialia  adds, 

in  the  true  spiritDf  Italian  joalousy,  Quae  omnia  et  graviora  quidem,  ut  arbitrar, 
patieDti  aoimo  Siculi  toloraaBeat,  niai  (quod  primum  cunctia  domJnaDtibua  caven* 
«UB  mA,  aHsDM  foBiiiiiiBs  inTaMrfneot  (L  L  c  S,  pu  9M). 

*•  The  French  were  long  taught  to  remember  this  bloody  lesson:  "If  I  am 
MOToked  (said  Henry  lY.),  I  will  breakfast  at  Milan,  and  dine  at  Naples." 
*Toar  Majeety  (replied  Um  flpwiah  MBbMndor)  may  perhaps  aim*  in  SieOy 
for  reepers." 

^  This  reTdt,  with  the  subsequent  victory,  are  related  by  two  national 
fRilara.  BMttMlMBgr  AVeoeMtao  (Munt.  xlil.)  and  Hidiotet  9peclalis  (Hunt. 
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and  his  rival  was  driven  baok  hy  the  failure  ol  prorinoB 
asd  the  toiron  of  the  equinox  to  the  Calabrian  shore.  At 
ttie  sanM  i&oment  the  Catalan  admiral,  the  famous  Roger  de 
Iioria,  swept  the  ebaBnel  with  an  invincible  aqoadron:  the 
French  fleet,  more  nnmeroos  in  transports  than  iB  gallejB, 
was  (Oct.  2)  either  burned  or  destroyed;  and  the  same  blow 
asBored  the  independence  of  Sicily  and  the  safety  ol  the 
Greek  empire.  A  few  days  before  his  death,  the  emperor 
Michael  rejoieed  in  the  fall  of  an  enemy  whom  he  hated  «ul 
esteemed;  and  perhaps  he  might  be  eontent  with  the  popu- 
lar judgment,  that  had  they  not  been  matched  with  each 
other,  Constantinople  and  Italy  must  speedily  have  obeyed 
the  same  master.*'  from  this  disastrovs  moment,  the  life 
of  Charles  was  a  series  ol  misfortvnes;  his  ci^ital  was  in- 
suited,  his  son  was  made  prisoner,  and  he  sunk  into  the 
grave  without  leooTering  the  isle  of  Sicily,  which,  after  a 
war  of  twenty  years,  was  finally  serered  from  the  Uirone  of 
Naples,  and  transferred,  as  an  independent  kingdom,  to  a 
younger  branch  of  the  house  of  Aragon.** 

I  shall  not,  I  trust,  be  accused  of  superstition:  but  I 
must  remark,  that,  even  in  this  world,  the  natural  order  of 
events  will  sometimes  afford  the  strong  appearances  o/t  moral 
retribution.  The  first  Palaeologus  had  saved  his  empire  by 
involving  the  kingdoms  of  the  West  in  rebellion  and  blood; 
and  from  these  seeds  of  discord  up  rose  a  generation  of  iron 
men,  who  assaulted  and  (a  d.  1308-1807)  endangered  the 
empire  of  his  son.  In  modern  times,  onr  debts  and  taxes 
are  the  secret  poison  which  still  corrodes  the  bosom  ci 
])eace;  but  in  the  weak  and  disorderly  government  of  the 
Middle  Ages  it  was  agitated  by  the  present  evil  of  the  dis- 
banded armiee.   Too  idle  to  work,  too  prond  to  begi  the 

disclaims  the  name  uf  rebellion,  and  all  previoua  oorreapondenoe  with  Peter  oL 
ArwoB  (nullo  comiimricslo  connNo),  who  hn^fmti  «•  te  with  a  flaet  mod  army 
OD  ue  African  coast  (I.  i.  c.  4,  9). 

•  Niceph.  Greg.  (1.  v.  c.  6)  admires  tlio  wiadom  of  Pn>videDC«  in  thia  equal 
balance  of  states  and  princes.  For  the  honor  of  PalMologus,  I  had  nttMr  tUs 
balance  had  been  observed  bv  an  ItHli:in  writer. 

*•  ChroD.  of  Viltani,  11th  vol.  of  the  Ann.  d'ltaL  of  Mont,  and  books  «•« 
»  ef  fhe  IM.  €Mte  of  GiMiMiitb 
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mercenaries  were  accustomed  to  a  life  of  rapine:  they  could 
rob  with  more  dignity  and  effect  under  a  banner  and  a  chief ; 
and  the  sovereign,  to  whom  their  service  was  useless  and 
their  presence  importunate,  endeavored  to  discharge  the  tor- 
rent on  some  neighboring  countries.  After  the  peace  of 
Sicily,  many  thousands  of  Genoese,  Catalans  "  etc.,  who 
had  fought,  by  sea  and  land,  under  the  sUmdard  of  Anjou 
or  Aragon,  were  blended  into  one  nation  by  the  resem- 
blance of  their  manners  and  interest.  They  heard  that  the 
Greek  provinces  of  Asia  were  invaded  by  the-Turks:  they 
resolved  to  share  the  harvest  of  pay  and  plunder;  and  Fred- 
eric, king  of  Sicily,  most  liberally  contributed  the  means  of 
their  departure.  In  a  warfare  of  twenty  years,  a  ship,  or 
a  camp,  was  become  their  country;  arms  were  their  sole 
profession  and  property;  valor  was  the  only  virtue  which 
they  knew;  their  women  had  imbibed  the  fearless  temper 
of  their  lovers  and  husbands:  it  was  reported,  that,  with 
a  stroke  of  their  broad-sword,  the  Catalans  could  cleave  a 
horseman  and  a  horse ;  and  the  report  itself  was  a  powerful 
weapon.  Roger  de  Flor  was  the  most  popular  of  their 
chiefs;  and  his  personal  merit  overshadowed  the  dignity 
of  his  prouder  rivals  of  Aragon.  The  offspring  of  a  mar- 
riage between  a  German  gentleman  of  the  court  of  Frederic 
the  Second  and  a  damsel  of  Brindisi,  Roger  was  successively 
a  templar,  an  apostate,  a  pirate,  and  at  length  the  richest 
and  most  powerful  admiral  of  the  Mediterranean.  He  sailed 
from  Messina  to  Constantinople  with  eighteen  galleys,  four 
great  ships,  and  8,000  adventurers;  and  his  previous  treaty 
was  faithfully  accomplished  by  Andronicus  the  Elder,  who 
accepted  with  joy  and  terror  this  formidable  succor.  A 
palace  was  allotted  for  his  reception,  and  a  niece  of  the 
emperor  was  given  in  marriage  to  the  valiant  stranger,  who 
was  immediately  created  great  duke  or  admiral  of  Romania. 
After  a  decent  repose,  he  transported  his  troops  over  the 

In  this  motley  multitude,  the  Catalans  &nd  Spaniards,  the  bravoHt  of  the 
•oldiery,  were  alylod,  by  themselves  and  the  Greeks,  Amogavares.  Moucada 
derives  their  origin  from  the  Goths,  and  Pachymer  (1.  xi.  c.  22}  from  the  Ambe; 
Hd  la  eito  U  mrtwul  and  feligimu  pfkle,  I  am  afiaid  Um  Iftttac  is  in  ttM  lighk 


Digitized  by  Gopgle 


m 


THE  DEGUm  AND  FALL 


Propontis,  and  boldly  led  thein  Bgainst  the  Turks:  in  two 
bloody  battles  80,000  of  the  Moslems  were  slain:  he  raised 
the  siege  of  Philadelphia,  and  deserved  the  name  of  the 
deliverer  of  Asia.  But,  after  a  short  season  of  prosperity, 
the  cloud  of  slavery  and  rum  again  burst  on  that  unhappy 
province.  The  inhabitants  escaped  (says  a  Greek  historian) 
from  the  smoke  into  the  Haines;  and  the  hostility  of  the 
Turks  was  less  pernicious  than  the  fricndsliip  of  the  Cata- 
lans. The  lives  and  fortunes  which  they  had  rescued  they 
considered  as  tlicirown:  the  exaction  of  fines  and  supplies 
was  enforced  by  licentious  rapine  and  arbitrary  executions; 
and,  on  the  resistance  of  Magnesia,  the  great  duke  besieged 
a  city  of  the  Roman  empire.**  These  disorders  he  excused 
by  the  wrongs  and  passions  of  a  victorious  army;  nor  would 
his  own  authority  or  person  have  been  safe  had  he  dared 
to  punish  his  faithful  followers,  who  were  defrauded  of  the 
just  and  covenanted  price  of  their  services.  The  threats 
and  complaints  of  Andronicus  disclosed  the  nakedness  of 
the  empire.  His  golden  bull  had  invited  no  more  than  600 
horse  and  1,000  foot  soldiers;  yet  the  crowds  of  volunteers, 
who  migrated  to  the  East,  had  been  enlisted  and  fed  by  his 
spontaneous  bounty.  While  his  bravest  allies  were  content 
with  three  byzants,  or  pieces  of  gold,  for  their  monthly  pay, 
an  ounce,  or  even  two  ounces,  of  gold  were  assigned  to  the 
Catalans,  whose  annual  pension  would  thus  amount  to  near 
a  hundred  pounds  sterling:  one  of  their  chiefs  had  modestly 
rated  at  800,000  crowns  the  value  of  his  future  merits;  and 
above  a  million  had  been  i.ssued  from  the  treasury  for  the 
maintenance  of  these  costly  mercenaries.  A  cruel  tax  had 
been  imposed  on  the  corn  of  the  husbandman:  one-third 
was  retrenched  from  the  sdaries  of  the  public  officers;  and 
the  standard  of  the  coin  was  so  shamefully  debased  that  of 
the  twenty-four  parts  only  five  were  of  pure  gold."    At  the 

•  Somo  i(I«'n  miiy  )>»«  formed  of  the  population  of  these  cities,  from  the  36,000 
fobaUtants  of  TraUee,  which,  in  th«  preceding  reign,  wan  rebuilt  bj  the  em* 
peror,  and  rafned  \ff  4bm  TnHn.    (Pachrmer,  1.  tL  c.  to,  21 ) 

*•  T  have  collected  t!i«'«-  pecunian  rin  iini-t  ince^  from  P)ir>ivmcr  (1-  C- 

ai,  L  zii.  e.  4,  6,  8,  14,  19)  wJw  doMribta  tiM  pcqgream  dqgnidata  at  ibt 
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BTunmons  of  the  emperor,  Roger  evacuated  a  province  which 
no  longer  supplied  the  materials  of  rapine;  but  he  refused 
to  disperse  his  troops;  and  while  his  style  was  respectful 
his  conduct  was  independent  and  hostile.  He  protested, 
that  if  the  emperor  should  march  against  him,  he  would 
advance  forty  paces  to  kiss  the  ground  before  him,  but  in 
rising  from  this  prostrate  attitude  Roger  had  a  life  and 
sword  at  the  service  of  his  friends.  The  great  duke  of 
Romania  condescended  to  accept  the  title  and  ornaments 
of  Caesar;  but  he  rejected  the  new  proposal  of  the  gov- 
ernment of  Asia  with  a  subsidy  of  com  and  money,  on 
condition  that  he  should  reduce  his  troops  to  the  harmless 
number  of  3,000  men.  Assassination  is  the  last  resource  of 
cowards.  The  Caesar  was  tempted  to  visit  the  royal  resi- 
dence of  Hadrianople :  in  the  apartment,  and  before  the 
eyes,  of  the  empress,  he  was  stabbed  by  the  Alani  Guards; 
and,  though  the  deed  was  imputed  to  their  private  revenge, 
his  countrymen,  who  dwelt  at  Constantinople  in  the  secur- 
ity of  peace,  were  involved  in  the  same  proscription  by  the 
prince  or  people.  The  loss  of  their  leader  intimidated  the 
crowd  of  adventurers,  who  hoisted  the  sails  of  flight,  and 
wore  soon  scattered  round  the  coasts  of  the  Mediterranean. 
But  a  veteran  band  of  1,500  Catalans  or  French  stood  firm 
in  the  strong  fortress  of  Gallipoli  on  the  Hellespont,  dis- 
played the  banners  of  Aragon,  and  offered  to  revenge  and 
justify  their  chief  by  an  equal  combat  of  ten  or  a  hundred 
warriors.  Instead  of  accepting  this  bold  defiance,  the  em- 
peror Michael,  the  son  and  colleague  of  Andronicus,  re- 
solved to  oppress  them  with  the  weight  of  multitudes:  every 
nerve  was  strained  to  form  an  army  of  13,000  horse  and 
80,000  foot;  and  the  Propontis  was  covered  with  the  ships 

gold  coin.  Eren  in  the  proeperous  times  of  John  Ducas  Yataces,  the  byniiti 
were  compoaed  in  equal  proportionB  of  the  pure  and  the  baner  metaL  The  poverty 
flf  Michael  Palsologus  ocmipelled  him  to  strike  a  new  coin,  with  9  parts,  or 
carats,  of  gold,  and  15  of  copper  alloy.  After  his  death,  the  standard  roM  to  19 
earata,  till  in  the  public  distress  it  was  reduced  to  the  moiety.  The  prince  wm 
relieved  for  a  moment,  whfle  credit  and  oommeroe  were  forerer  blasted.  la 
France,  the  gold  coin  is  of  22  oarati  (ont-ftWllfth  tUog^  and  tlw  llHldlfd  oC 
frl^tind  and  tTif»Tyrt  ia  etju  higher. 
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of  the  ChRBeks  and  Genoese.    In  two  battles  by  sea  and  land, 

these  migbty  forces  were  encoimtered  and  overthrown  by 
the  despair  and  discipline  of  the  CaUtlans;  tlie  young  ein- 
})eror  fled  to  the  palace;  and  an  insufficient  guard  of  light- 
horse  was  left  for  the  protection  of  the  open  country.  Vic- 
tory renewed  the  hopes  and  numbers  of  the  adventurers: 
every  nation  was  blended  under  the  name  and  standard  of 
the  great  company;  and  8,000  Turkisli  proselytes  deserted 
from  the  Imperial  service  to  join  this  milikirv  association. 
In  the  possession  of  Gallipoli,  the  Catahms  intercej)ted  the 
trade  of  Constantinople  and  the  Bhick  Sea,  while  they  spread 
their  devastations  on  either  side  of  the  Hellespont  over  the 
confines  of  Europe  and  Asia.  To  prevent  their  approach, 
the  greater  part  of  the  Byzantine  territory  was  laid  waste 
by  the  Greeks  themselves:  the  peasants  and  their  cattle  re- 
tired into  the  cit}';  and  myriads  of  sheep  and  oxen,  for 
which  neither  place  nor  food  could  be  procured,  were  un- 
profitably  slaughtered  on  the  same  day.  Four  times  the 
emperor  Andronicus  sued  for  peace,  and  four  times  he  was 
inflexibly  repulsed,  till  the  want  of  provisions,  and  the  dis- 
cord of  the  chiefs,  compelled  the  Catalans  to  evacuate  the 
banks  of  the  Ilellespont  and  the  neighborhood  of  the  capital. 
After  their  separation  from  the  Turks,  the  remains  of  the 
great  company  pursued  their  march  through  Macedonia 
and  Thessaly,  to  seek  a  new  establishment  in  the  heart  of 
Greece." 

After  some  ages  of  oblivion,  Greece  was  awakened  to 
new  misfortunes  by  the  arms  of  the  Latins.  In  the  two 
hondred  and  fifty  years  (a.d.  1204-145(i)  between  tlie  first 

"  Tho  Catalan  war  is  moHt  copiously  relatc<l  by  Pachjrmcr,  in  lxx)ka  xi,  xii, 
zii,  till  be  braila  off  in  the  year  1308.  Nioeph.  Greg.  (1.  vii  3-6)  ie  more  con- 
dw  and  eoBiplcte.  Dneange.  who  adopts  tneee  ■dTMitureni  ae  French,  has 
llunted  tho  f«>otst<^ps  with  his  usual  dili^»nci'  (Hisl.  de  C.  P.  I.  vi.  r.  22-46). 
Bb  quotee  an  ▲ragonaee  liiatory,  wliicb  1  iaave  read  wiUi  pUiaaure,  aiui  wiiidk 
llM  ipnte*  axial  as  a  aoM  ef  atjrla  and  aoanpoBidon  (EzpedieioB  da  loa 
Oatalanefl  y  Aragon<^aefl  contaa Tnrcoa  y  Grioffo«:  Barcelona,  1623.  4to,  Madrid, 
1117,  Svojk  Don  Jfraocisoa  da  Monca»tU,  Oonde  de  Oaooa»  may  imitate  CaMar 
arSaloat;  ba —y  twpwrftt  tlw  OikIi  or  TiriiMi  wtampawriai;  ImtlMBafw 
^otea  hia  autboritiai»  MdlMUBl  dliaan  aaf  Mtlaul fttiidi of  tha  tiploHi 
of  bia  oounUTOien. 
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and  the  last  conquest  of  ConHtantinople,  that  yenerable  land 
WHS  disputed  by  a  multitade  of  petty  tjrantB;  without  the 
comforts  of  freedom  and  genius,  her  ancient  cities  were 
again  plunged  in  foreign  and  intestine  war;  and  if  servi- 
tude be  preferable  to  anarchy,  they  might  repose  with  joy 
under  the  Turkish  yoke.  I  shall  not  pursue  the  obscure 
and  various  dynasties  that  rose  and  fell  on  the  continent  or 
in  the  isles;  but  our  silence  on  the  fate  of  Athens*'  would 
argue  a  strange  ingratitude  to  the  first  and  purest  school  of 
liberal  science  and  amusement.  In  the  partition  of  the  em- 
pire, the  principality  of  Athens  and  Thebes  was  assigned  to 
Otho  de  la  Roche,  a  noble  warrior  of  Burgundy,"  with  the 
title  of  great  duke,"  which  the  Latins  understood  in  their 
own  sense,  and  the  Greeks  more  foolishly  derived  from  the 
age  of  Constantine.**  Otho  followed  the  standard  of  the 
marquis  of  Montferrat;  the  ample  state  which  he  acquired 
by  a  miracle  of  condnet  or  fortune"  was  peaceably  in- 
herited by  his  son  and  two  grandsons,  till  the  family, 
though  not  the  nation,  was  changed,  by  the  marriage  of 
an  heiress,  into  the  elder  branch  of  the  house  of  Brienne. 
The  son  of  that  marriage,  Walter  de  Brienne,  succeeded  to 
the  duchy  of  Athens;  and,  with  the  aid  of  some  Catalan 
mercenaries,  whom  he  invested  with  fiefs,  reduced  above 
thirty  castles  of  the  vassal  or  neighboiing  lorda.   fiat  whea 

*  8w  the  laborious  hisUHy  of  Dncaiigtt,  whose  accurate  table  of  the  French 
dynasties  rscapituhuas  the  thhty-ire  passages  In  whleh  he  mentions  the  dukes 

48  Athene. 

•*  Uo  ia  twioe  mentioned  by  Viliehardoain  with  honor  (Noa.  151,  236);  and 
under  the  first  passage,  Dncange  observes  aU  that  can  be  known  of  his  persoa 

sad  Cunily. 

**  From  these  Latin  princen  of  the  zitrih  century,  Boocace,  Chaucer,  and 
Shakespeare,  have  borrowed  thsir  Thsseos  <idfc«  of  Athens.    An  ignorant  agn 

transfeni  its  own  lim^juage  and  nmnnera  to  tho  mo^t  dist.mt  times. 

The  same  Oonataoiine  gave  to  KoUy  a  king,  to  Russia  the  magnua  do^ifer 
of  tbe  empire,  to  Thebes  ths  pHnUeerimK  and  these  absurd  ftAles  are  properl/ 
la.«>hcd  by  Diicange  (ad  Nicephor.  Greg.  1.  vii.  c.  5).  By  the  Latius,  ton  IiOl4 
of  Thebca  was  styled  by  corruption  the  Megas  Kurioe,  or  QinaA  Birel 

Qwtiam  minmh,  says  Albsrie.  H»  was  piBhahly  latnliad  hf  mduNl 
rhn:,i;iti>  =  .  the  arrhbiahop  who  had  defended  Athens  iifcainat  the  tjrract  Lao 
Sgurus  (N)cetas  in  fialdwino).  Michael  waa  the  brother  of  the  hiatorian  Nioetas; 
and  his  enoominm  of  Athaaiii«ttt«lHilfa  ■&  thn  BndWM  MMnry  (FMa. 
BAIiot*  OnKi  vL  dit^ii 

Toi-  VL— 40 

Digitized  by  Google 


THE  DEOUHE  AND  FALL 


lie  was  informed  of  the  approach  and  ambition  of  the  great 
company,  he  collected  a  force  of  700  knights,  6,400  horse, 
and  8,000  foot,  and  boldlj  met  them  on  the  banks  of  the 
river  Cephisua  in  Bceotia.  The  Catalans  amounted  to  no 
more  than  3,500  horse  and  4,000  foot:  but  the  deficiency  of 
numbers  was  compensated  by  stratagem  and  order.  They 
formed  round  their  camp  an  artificial  inundation:  the  duke 
and  his  knights  advanced  without  fear  or  precaution  on  the 
verdant  meadow:  their  horses  plunged  into  the  bog;  and  he 
was  cut  in  pieces,  with  the  greater  part  of  the  French  cav- 
alry. His  family  and  nation  were  expelled;  and  his  son, 
Walter  de  Brienne,  the  titular  duke  of  Athens,  the  tyrant 
of  Florence,  and  the  constable  of  France,  lost  his  life  in  the 
field  of  Poitiers.  Attica  and  Boeotia  were  the  rewards  of 
the  victorious  Catalans :  they  married  the  widows  and  daugh- 
ters of  the  slain;  and  during  fourteen  years  the  great  com- 
pany was  the  terror  of  the  Grecian  states.  Their  factions 
drove  them  to  acknowledge  the  sovereignty  of  the  house  of 
Aragon;  and  during  the  remainder  of  the  fourteenth  cent- 
ury, Athens,  as  a  government  or  an  appanage,  was  succes- 
sively bestowed  by  the  kings  of  Sicily.  After  the  French 
and  Catalans,  the  third  dynasty  was  that  of  the  Accaioli,  a 
family,  plebeian  at  Florence,  potent  at  Naples,  and  sover- 
eign in  Greece.  Athens,  which  they  embellished  with  new 
buildings,  became  the  capital  of  a  state  that  extended  over 
Thebes,  Argus,  Corinth,  Delphi,  and  a  part  of  Thessaly; 
and  their  reign  was  finally  determined  by  Mahomet  the  Sec- 
ond, who  strangled  the  last  duke,  and  educated  his  sons 
in  the  discipline  and  religion  of  the  seraglio. 

Athens,  though  no  more  than  the  shadow  of  her  former 
self,  still  contains  about  8,000  or  10,000  inhabitants:  of  these, 
three-fourths  are  Greeks  in  religion  and  language;  and  the 
Turks,  who  compose  the  remainder,  have  relaxed,  in  their 

*•  The  modem  account  of  AthenB,  and  the  Athenians,  is  extracted  from 
8poD  (Voy.  en  Graoe,  it  19-199)  ud  Wbeeler  (Travels  into  Greece,  p.  337), 
Btnart  (Antiquit  of  Athens,  |»«im).  and  Ohtndler  (Travela  In  Oroeee,  pp. 
172).    The  first  of  these  travellers  riaited  Greece  in  the  year  1676,  the  laal 
1766;  and  niaelj  jmx%  had  not  pcoduoed  much  dUEarance  in  the  tnaquil  aoene. 
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nlei«oiine  with  the  citissens,  fosnewhat  of  thi»  |iiid6  md 
parity  pi  iMr  Batiomil  character.  The  oliTe-tree,  the  gill 
of  Minerra,  flourishci  in  Attioft;  nor  Ihhi  the  honej  of 
Mosnt  Hymettus  lost  any  piort  of  its  exquisite  flavor:*' 
kpsA  the  languid  trade  it  monopolized  bj  strangers;  an4 
the  agriculture  of  n  buren  land  is  abeadoned  to  the  va- 
grant Wallachiank  The  Athenians  are  etiU  dastingnished 
by  the  subtlety  and  aoutoness  of  their  understandings:  bat 
ihese  qualities,  unless  ennobled  by  freedom  and  enlightened 
by  study,  will  degenerate  into  a  low  and  selfish  cunning; 
and  it  is  a  proverbial  saying  of  the  conntry,  "From  the  Jews 
of  Thessalonica,  the  Turks  of  Negropont,  and  the  Greeks  of 
Athens,  good  Lord,  deliver  usT'  This  artful  people  has 
eluded  the  tyranny  of  the  Turkish  pachas,  by  an  expedi« 
ent  which  alleviates  their  servitude  and  aggravates  their 
shame.  About  the  middle  of  the  last  century,  the  Atheni- 
ans chose  for  tbttr  piotector  the  Kislar  Aga,  or  chief  black 
eunuch  of  the  sersgUo.  This  Ethiopian  slave,  who  possesses 
the  sultan's  ear,  condescends  to  accept  the  tribute  of  80,000 
crowns:  his  lieutenant,  the  Waywode,  whom  he  annually 
confirms,  may  reserve  for  his  own  about  five  or  six  thou- 
sand  more;  and  such  is  the  policy  of  the  citiaens  that  they 
seldom  fMl  to  remove  and  punish  an  oppressiye  governor. 
Their  private  differences  are  decided  by  the  archbishop, 
one  of  the  richest  prelates  of  the  Greek  church,  since  lie 
possesses  a  revenue  of  one  thousand  pounds  sterling;  ^nd 
by  a  tribunal  of  the  eight  geronti  or  elders,  chosen  in  the 
eight  quarters  of  the  city:  the  noble  families  cannot  trace 
their  pedigree  above  three  hundred  years;  but  their  princi- 
pal members  are  distinguished  by  a  grave  demeanor,  a  fur 
cap,  and  the  lofty  appellatioa  of  archon.  By  some,  who 
delight  in  the  contrast,  the  modem  language  of  Athens  is 
represented  as  the  most  corrupt  and  barbarous  of  the  sev* 


"  The  anoilBtii,  or  ftt  least  the  Athenians,  believe  that  all  the  bees  in  the 
world  had  been  propagated  from  Mount  HymeituB.  They  tanphi  that  health 
might  be  preserved,  and  life  prolonged  by  the  external  use  at  oil,  and  liie  intenml 
1IM    biMy  fOMfMSsii  ]•  a?  •  a  V,    MSS^  ed>  MMm^ 
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enty  dialects  of  the  vulgar  Greek  this  picture  is  too 
darkly  colored;  but  it  would  not  be  easy,  in  the  country 
of  Plato  and  Demosthenes,  to  find  a  reader,  or  a  copy,  of 
their  works.  The  Athenians  walk  with  supine  indifference 
among  the  glorious  ruins  of  antiquity;  and  such  is  the 
deV^asement  of  their  character,  that  they  are  incapable  oi 
admiring  the  geniua  of  their  predeoeeaoia.** 


Civil  WarSf  and  Buin  of  Ae  Greek  JBhapire-^Beigna  of  Af^ 
dnmicw^  ihe  Elder  and  Tounger^  and  John  PalcBologue^ 
Regency y  ItetfoU^  Meign,  and  AbdieaHan  ef  Jchn  OanUneW' 
wen/e^SeiabUthmml  ef  a  Qenoeee  (Mony  at  Peta  or  GaXaia 
^Their  Ware  wiA  Ae  JBmpvre  and  Oily  of  Oonelantiin/ople 

^\  ^HJK  long  reign  of  Androniona*  (a.D.  1282-1880)  the 


Elder  is  ehiefly  memorable  by  the  disputes  of 


A  the  €hpeek  chnroh»  the  myaflion  of  the  Oatalana, 
and  the  rise  of  the  Ottoman  power.  He  is  oelebiated  sa 
the  most  learned  and  virtnons  prince  of  the  age;  but  sach 
virtue,  and  such  learning,  contributed  neither  lo  the  perfec- 
tion of  the  indiyidnal,  nor  to  the  happiness  of  society.  A 
slave  of  the  most  abject  snpeistition,  he  was  snnounded 
on  all  sides  by  yisible  and  invisible  enemies;  nor  were  the 
flames  of  hell  less  dreadful  to  his  fancy  than  those  of  a 
Catalan  or  Torkish  war.  Under  the  reign  of  the  Palttologi, 
the  choice  d  the  patriaioh  was  the  most  important  business 


**  Ducange,  Gloas.  Qmte,  Prol  p.  8,  who  quotes  for  his  auth(»-  Theodoohit 
Zyfi^omalas,  a  modem  grammarian.  Yet  Spon  (ii.  104)  and  Wheeler  (p.  355),  no 
incompetent  judges,  entertain  a  more  favorable  opinion  of  the  Attic  dialect. 

"  Yet  we  must  not  accuae  them  of  corrupting  the  name  of  Athens,  which 
Mxvj  still  call  AthinL  From  the  ««  vfr  A#«r«r,  we  have  f oniMd  our  own  barbarism 
of  SMms. 


*  AAdronicus  himself  will  justify  our  freedom  in  the  loTectlve  (Nioeph.  Greg. 
1.  L  c  1),  wfaidi  be  pronounced  aijalnal  blMfle  IMiood.  It  is  trm  llitt  Tm 
c««if»  ii  own  poioiedlly  tttged  afiinii 


OHAPTEB  TiXTTT 
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of  the  sftato;  llie  heads  of  the  Qreek  ohnroh  wen  amlnjiMi 
end  ianBtui  Mnb;  «md  tbeir  Tices  orTiHoes,  their  learning 
<ir  ifBonRMse,  were  equally  misehieyoiu  or  contemplible.  B j 
his  intemperate  diecipUne,  the  pslriarch  Athanwiun*  excited 
Ihe  hatred  of  the  eleigy  and  people:  ho  was  hand  to  de- 
ohon  tfiat  the  rinner  should  swallow  the  h»t  dregs  of  the 
cup  of  pensaee;  aad  the  foolish  tale  was  propagated,  of  hia 
paaishiiig  a  saerileguMis  n^R  that  had  taafeed  the  lettaoa  of  a 
covrent  garden.  Dziyen  from  the  throne  by  the  mmand 
elamor,  AthanauoB  compoBed  before  his  retreat  twopi^ece 
of  a  yery  opposite  caat  Hie  p«biic  tastaaeent  was  in  the 
tone  of  charity  and  laaigoation ;  the  pilTKle  codicil  breathed 
the  direst  anathemas  against  the  anduna  of  his  disgrace, 
whom  he  excluded  forever  from  the  communion  <rf  the  Holy 
Trinity,  the  angels,  and  the  saints.  This  kist  paper  he  en- 
closed in  an  earthen  pot,  which  was  placed,  by  his  order, 
on  the  top  of  one  of  the  pillaia  in  the  dome  of  St.  Sophia, 
in  the  distant  hope  of  discovery  and  revenge.  At  the  end 
of  four  years,  some  youths,  climbing  by  a  ladder  in  search  <tf 
pigeons'  nests,  detected  the  fatal  secret;  aod,  as  Andronicus 
felt  himself  touched  and  bound  by  the  excommamoatioa, 
he  trembled  on  the  brink  of  the  abyss  which  had  been  eo 
treacherously  dug  under  his  feet.  A  synod  of  bishops  was 
instantly  convened  to  debate  this  important  question:  the 
rashness  of  these  clandestine  anathemas  was  generally  con- 
demned ;  but  as  the  knot  could  be  untied  only  by  the  same 
hand,  aR  that  hand  was  now  deprived  of  the  crosier,  it  ap- 
))eared  that  this  posthumous  decree  was  irrevocable  by  any 
earthly  power.  Some  faint  testimonies  of  repentance  and 
pardon  were  extorted  from  the  author  of  the  mischief;  but 
the  ronspience  of  the  emperor  was  still  wounded,  and  he 
desired,  with  no  less  ardor  than  Athanasius  himself,  the 
restoration  of  a  patriarch,  by  whom  alone  he  could  be 

*  VIor      tmithmia  In  the  pigreon's  nest,  Pachrmer  (L  fat.  e  14)^  wte  hMm 

the  pmeral  history  of  Athanasius  (1.  viii.  c.  i:{-16.  20-24,  L  x.  c.  27-29.  :n-H6, 
1.  xi  c.  1-3.  i,  6,  1.  ziii.  c.  8.  10,  23.  36).  and  ia  loUoirvd  Iqr  iRoepa.  Ur^^. 
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healed.    At  the  dead  of  night,  a  monk  rudely  knocked 

at  the  door  of  the  royal  bedchamber,  announcing  a  rev- 
elation of  plague  and  famine,  of  inundations  and  earth- 
quakes. Andronicus  started  from  his  bed,  and  spent  the 
night  in  prayer,  till  he  felt,  or  thought  that  he  felt,  a  slight 
motion  of  the  earth.  The  emperor  on  foot  led  the  bisliops 
and  monks  to  the  cell  of  Athanasius;  and,  after  a  proper 
resistance,  the  saint,  from  whom  this  message  had  been  sent, 
consented  to  absolve  the  prince,  and  govern  the  church,  of 
Constantinople.  Untamed  by  disgrace,  and  hardened  by 
solitude,  the  shepherd  was  again  odious  to  the  flock;  and 
his  enemies  contrived  a  singular,  and  as  it  proved  a  success- 
ful, mode  of  revenge.  In  the  night,  they  stole  away  the 
footstool  or  foot-cloth  of  his  throne,  which  they  secretly 
replaced  with  the  decoration  of  a  satirical  picture.  The 
emperor  was  painted  with  a  bridle  in  his  mouth,  and  Ath- 
anasius leading  the  tractable  beast  to  the  feet  of  Christ. 
The  authors  of  the  libel  were  detected  and  punished;  but 
as  their  lives  had  been  spared,  the  Christian  priest  in  sullen 
indignation  retired  to  his  cell;  and  the  eyes  of  Andronicus, 
which  had  been  opened  for  a  moment,  were  again  closed 
by  his  successor. 

If  this  transaction  be  one  of  the  most  curious  and  impor- 
tant of  a  reign  of  fifty  years,  I  cannot  at  least  accuse  the 
brevity  of  my  materials,  since  I  reduce  into  some  few  pages 
the  enormous  folios  of  Pachymer,*  Cantacuzene,*  and  Ni- 
cephorus  Gregoras,*  who  have  composed  the  prolix  and 


*  Pachymer,  in  seven  books,  377  fol.  paf^es,  describcfl  the  first  26  years  of 
Andronicuii  the  £lder ;  and  marks  the  date  ot  his  compoeitiou  bj  the  current 
iwirs  or  lie  of  tlw  dftj  (A.l».  1M8)l   nther  death  or  dl^giisl  prariotod  him  fhm 

rgiuminf;  the  pen. 

*  After  an  interval  of  twelve  vears,  from  the  conclusion  of  Pachymer,  Can- 
taeucanua  takes  up  the  pen;  and  his  first  book  (c  1-69,  pp.  9-150)  relatat 
civil  war,  and  the  last  eight  years  of  the  older  Andronicus.    The  ingenious  com- 

SriHoii  with  Moaes  and  Cesar,  is  fancied  by  his  French  translator,  the  president 
lusin. 

*  Nicephorus  (IregOTM  more  briefly  Includes  the  entire  life  and  reign  of 
Andronicus  the  Elder  (U  vi.  c.  1—1.  x.  c.  1,  pp.  96-291).  This  is  th«  part 
€<  which  Oummmm  wwiplrtM  m^Mm  aad  miHtfcw  wyiiiMlMlM d  hit 
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IftMgwM  Story  of  tho  tunes.  The  name  and  sHoaAloii  of  the 
empsroir  John  OAiilacazene  might  inspire  the  most  lively 
eorioeity.  Bis  memorials  of  forty  yeers  extend  from  the 
fe?Qb.€l  Hie  younger  Andronicus  to  his  own  abdication  of 
Ills  mtqkt%\  and  it  is  observed,  that,  liice  Moses  and  Csdsar, 
ks  WIS  the  prinoipsl  actor  in  the  scenes  which  he  describes. 
B«l  in  this  doqnent  work  we  should  vainly  seek  the  sin- 
aerify  of  a  hero  or  a  penitent  Retired  in  a  ol<MSter  from 
the  vioes  and  psmions  of  the  world,  he  presents  not  a  eon- 
iession,  bnt  an  apology,  of  the  life  of  an  ambitious  states- 
BMOL  Instead  of  nnfoMing  the  trae  ooonsels  and  ehaiaoters 
ol  men,  he  displays  the  smooth  and  specious  surface  of 
•tents,  highly  Tarnished  with  his  own  praises  and  those 
of  his  friends.  Their  motives  are  always  pure;  their  ends 
always  legitimate:  they  conspire  and  rebel  without  any 
tiews  of  interest;  and  the  yiolenee  which  they  inflict  or 
■offer  is  oekhiated  as  the  spontaneons  effect  of  reason 
•ad  Tirtae. 

After  the  example  <tf  the  flnrt  of  the  Pal»olo|^,  the  elder 
Andzonicus  associated  his  son  Michael  to  the  honors  (▲.D. 
1996,May21— Oct  12, 1820)  of  the  purple;  and  from  the  age 
cf  eighteen  to  his  premature  death  that  prince  was  acknowl- 
edged, above  twenty-five  years,  as  the  second  emperor  of 
the  Qieeks.*  At  the  head  cl  an  army,  he  excited  neither 
the  feara  of  the  enemy  nor  the  jealousy  of  the  court;  his 
modesty  and  patience  were  never  tempted  to  compute  the 
years  6L  his  lather;  nor  was  that  father  compelled  to  repent 
of  his  liberality  either  by  the  virtues  or  vices  of  his  son. 
The  son  of  Michael  was  named  Andronicus  from  his  grand- 
lather,  to  wliose  early  favor  he  was  introduced  by  that  nomi- 
nal resemblance.  The  blossoms  of  wit  and  beauty  increased 
the  fondness  of  the  elder  Andronicus;  and,  with  the  com- 


•  He  WM  crowned  May  21,  1295,  and  died  October  12,  1320  (Ducange,  Fam. 
^B.  1^  139).  Uis  brother  Theodore,  by  a  second  marriage,  inherited  (be  mar- 
•oiMIt  of  Mntiamt,  aportalhed  to  «Im  reSgloii  tnd  mnuMra  of  iStm  LMfna 

aic  Oreg.  l.  ix.  c.  1),  and  founded  a  dynasty  of  Italian  prinoea,  which  was 


Digitized  by  Google 


TBE  DECLiVE  AND  TJiLL 


mon  Ttnitj  of  age,  Iw  npeoted  to  realize  in  the  leBWid^ 
hope  wU<di  had  been  disappointed  in  the  fint,  geneiatios. 
The  boj  was  educated  in  the  palace  ae  heir  and  a  fayop* 
ite;  and,  in  the  oaths  and  accUonatioin  of  the  peofile,  tke 
OM0Uii  inad  wm  formed  by  the  ommb  of  the  Either,  the  sofl^ 
and  the  grandson.  Bat  the  younger  Andronicas  was  speed- 
Uj  conrapted  by  his  infant  greatness,  while  he  beheld  witii 
puerile  iimntiiiiee  Ibe  doable  ofaataele  that  bmg,  and  might 
long  bang,  over  hm  rinug  ambition.  It  wai  not  to  acquire 
lama,  or  to  difbae  bippuien,  that  be  «o  eagecij  aop^od: 
wealth  and  imgmBai^  wmt  in  his  eyes  the  moot  preoiooi 
attributes  of  a  mcmaroh;  and  his  first  indiscreet  demand 
was  the  sovereignty  of  some  rich  and  fertile  island,  where 
be  might  lead  a  life  of  independence  and  pleaaare.  Tba 
emperor  was  ofEended  by  the  loud  and  frequent  intemper* 
a&oe  which  disturbed  his  capital:  the  sums  wbiob  bie  pani* 
mony  denied  were  snpplied  by  the  Genoese  usurers  of  Pea^ 
and  the  oppressive  debt,  which  consolidated  the  interest  of 
a  faction,  could  be  discharged  only  by  a  revolution.  A 
beautiful  female,  a  matron  in  rank,  a  prostitute  in  msnnem, 
had  instructed  the  yoitnger  Andronicus  in  the  rudiments  of 
love;  but  he  bad  reason  to  suspect  the  noetnraal  viaiti  of  a 
rival;  and  a  stranger  pasKng  throagb  tfao  street  was  piereed 
by  the  arrows  of  bis  gnards,  who  were  placed  in  ambush  at 
her  door.  That  stranger  was  his  broldier,  Prince  Mannel, 
who  languished  and  died  of  his  wound;  and  the  emperor 
Michael,  their  common  father,  whose  health  was  in  a  declin- 
ing state,  expired  on  the  eighth  day,  lamenting  the  loss  of 
both  his  children/  However  g^uiltless  in  his  intention,  the 
younger  Androniens  might  impute  a  brother 'a  and  a  father's 
death  to  the  consequence  of  his  own  vices;  and  deep  was 
the  sigh  of  thinking  and  feeling  men  when  they  perceiwi, 
instead  of  sonow  and  rq[>OTtanoe,  his  ill-dissembled  joy  <» 


f  We  an  indfllMed  to  Xfiupb.  Omg.  (L  viii.  c  1)  <or  the  knowledge  of  this 

tragic  adrontnrp;  while  C»nt«CTizene  more  discreotiy  conceal?  the  rieew  of 
▲ndnmicQa  the  Tounger,  of  which  he  was  the  witness,  and  perhapti  the  aaeoc^te 
(I.  L  e.  1,  ete.). 
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the  removal  of  two  odious  competitors.  By  these  melan- 
choly events,  and  the  increase  of  his  disorders,  the  mind  of 
the  elder  emperor  was  gradually  alienated;  and,  after  many 
fruitless  reproofs,  he  transferred  on  another  grandson*  his 
hopes  and  afiection.  The  change  was  announced  by  the  new 
oath  of  allegiance  to  the  reigning  sovereign,  and  the  person 
whom  he  should  appoint  for  his  successor;  and  the  acknowl- 
edged heir,  after  a  repetition  of  insults  and  complaints,  was 
exposed  to  the  indignity  of  a  public  trial.  Before  the  sen- 
tence,  which  would  probably  have  condemned  him  to  a  dun- 
geon or  a  cell,  the  emperor  was  informed  that  the  palace 
courts  were  filled  with  the  armed  followers  of  his  grandson; 
the  judgment  was  softened  to  a  treaty  of  reconciliation;  and 
the  triumphant  escape  of  the  prince  encouraged  the  ardor 
of  the  younger  faction. 

Yet  the  capital,  the  clergy,  and  the  senate,  adhered  to 
the  person,  or  at  least  to  the  government,  of  the  old  em- 
peror; and  it  was  only  in  the  provinces,  by  flight,  and 
revolt,  and  foreign  succor,  that  the  malcontents  could 
hope  to  vindicate  their  cause  and  subvert  his  throne.  The 
soul  of  -the  enterprise  was  the  great  domestic  John  Canta- 
cuzene:  the  sally  from  Constantinople  is  the  first  date  of 
his  actions  and  memorials;  and  if  his  own  pen  be  most  de- 
scriptive of  his  patriotism,  an  unfriendly  historian  has  not 
refused  to  celebrate  the  zeal  and  ability  which  he  displayed 
in  the  service  of  the  young  emperor.  That  prince  escaped 
from  the  capital  under  the  pretence  of  hunting;  erected 
(A.D.  1821,  April  20)  his  standard  at  Hadrianople;  and,  in 
a  few  days,  assembled  60,000  horse  and  foot,  whom  neither 
honor  nor  duty  could  have  armed  against  the  Barbarians. 
Such  a  force  might  have  saved  or  commanded  the  empire; 
but  their  counsels  were  discordant,  their  motions  were  slow 
and  doubtful,  and  their  progress  was  checked  by  intrigue 
and  negotiation.   The  quarrel  of  the  two  Andronici  was  pro- 

'  Hit  -  dfltkined  heir  was  MtcbMl  Oktharus.  the  bastard  of  Constantine  hia 
MeoBd  MM.  In  UiU  projaol  «€  caeluding  his  grandMm  AaiSmkm,  Htoeph. 
Ch«g.  p.  TtfL  «  S|  i«n«  wMi  OmMOMM  (L  L  e.  1,  ^ 
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tracted  (a.d.  1828,  May  24),  and  Bospended,  and  renewed, 
during  a  ruinons  period  of  seven  years.  In  the  first  treaty, 
tbe  relics  of  the  Greek  empire  were  divided.  ConBtantino- 
pie,  ThesBaloiiica,  and  the  islands,  were  left  to  the  elder, 
while  the  yonnger  acquired  the  Rovereignty  of  the  greater 
part  of  Thrace,  from  Philippi  to  the  Byzantine  limit.  By 
the  second  treaty,  he  stipulated  the  payment  of  his  troops, 
his  immediate  coronation,  and  an  adequate  share  of  the 
power  and  revenue  of  the  state.  The  third  civil  war  was 
terminated  by  the  surprise  of  Constantinople,  the  final  re- 
treat of  the  old  emperor,  and  the  sole  reign  (a.d.  1325, 
Feb.  2)  of  his  victorious  grandBon.  The  reasons  of  this 
delay  muy  be  found  in  the  characters  of  the  men  and  of 
the  times.  When  the  heir  of  the  monarchy  first  pleaded 
his  wrongs  and  his  apprehensions,  he  was  lioard  with  pity 
and  applause:  and  his  adherents  repented  on  all  sides  the 
inconsistent  promise,  that  he  would  incrca.se  the  pay  of  the 
soldiers  and  alleviate  the  burdens  of  the  people.  The  griev- 
ances of  forty  years  wer3  mingled  in  his  revolt;  and  the 
rising  generation  was  fatgued  by  the  endless  prospect  of  a 
reign  whoso  favorites  and  maxims  were  of  other  times.  The 
youth  of  Andronicus  had  been  without  spirit,  his  age  was 
without  reverence:  his  taxes  produced  an  annual  revenue  of 
£600,000;  yet  the  richest  of  the  sovereigns  of  Christendom 
was  incapable  of  maintaining  8,000  horse  and  20  galleys,  to 
resist  the  destructive  progress  of  the  Turks.*  "How  dif- 
ferent," said  the  younger  Andronicus,  "is  my  situation  from 
that  of  the  s<in  of  Philip!  Alexander  might  complain  that 
his  father  would  leave  him  nothing  to  conquer:  alas!  my 
grandsire  will  leave  me  nothirifi;  to  lose."  But  the  Greeks 
were  soon  admonished  that  the  public  disorders  could  not 
be  healed  by  a  civil  war;  and  that  their  young  favorite  was 
not  destined  to  be  tbe  savior  of  a  falling  empire.    On  the 

*  Kiceph.  Oreg.  L  vltl.  e.  6.  The  yoonfw  Andronfeaii  oomplalndl  dmt  In 
four  ronr-'  nnd  four  months  f\  Bnm  of  SBO.OOO  byrjinta  of  gold  wa.s  due  to  \\\m  tor 
tiM  ezptiuses  of  his  botiaehold  (GMitMrusen.  L  i.  c.  48).  Tel  he  wenld  have 
fwOttod  Um  M  fa*  aliht  Iim*  bMB  ilbwed  to  mpmm  fte  iumtn  d  Iht 
revenue. 
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first  repulse,  his  party  was  broken  bj  his  own  levilj,  their 

intestine  discord,  and  the  intrignes  of  the  ancient  courti 
which  tempted  each  malcontent  to  desert  or  betray  the 
canse  of  rebellion.  Andronicus  the  Younger  was  touched 
with  remorse,  or  fatigued  with  business,  or  deoeiyed  bj 
negotiation:  pleasure  rather  than  power  was  his  aim;  and 
the  license  of  maintaining  1,000  hounds,  1,000  hawks,  and 
1,000  huntsmen  waa  sufficient  to  aully  his  fame  and  disarm 
his  ambition. 

Let  us  now  survey  the  catastrophe  of  this  busy  plot,  and 
the  final  situation  of  the  principal  actors.'*  The  age  of 
Andronicus  was  consumed  in  civil  discord;  and,  amid  the 
events  of  war  and  treaty,  his  power  and  reputation  ^ontin- 
ually  decayed,  till  the  fatal  night  in  which  the  gates  of  the 
city  and  palace  were  opened  without  resistance  to  his  grand- 
son. His  principal  commander  scorned  the  repeated  warn- 
ings of  danger;  and  retiring  to  rest  in  the  vain  security  of 
ignorance,  abandoned  the  feeble  monarch,  with  some  priests 
and  pages,  to  the  terrors  of  a  sleepless  night.  These  terrors 
were  quickly  realized  by  the  hostile  shouts,  which  pro- 
claimed the  titles  and  victory  of  Andronicus  the  Younger; 
and  the  aged  emperor  (a.d.  1328,  May  24),  falling  prostrate 
before  an  image  of  the  Virgin,  despatched  a  suppliant  mes- 
sage to  resign  the  sceptre,  and  to  obtain  his  life  at  the  hands 
of  the  conqueror.  The  answer  of  his  grandson  was  decern 
and  pious;  at  the  prayer  of  his  friends,  the  younger  Andro- 
nicus assumed  the  sole  administration;  but  the  elder  still 
enjoyed  the  name  and  pre-eminence  of  the  first  emperor,  the 
use  of  the  great  palace,  and  a  pension  of  24,000  pieces  of 
gold,  one-half  of  which  was  assigned  on  the  royal  treasure, 
and  the  other  on  the  fishery  of  Constantinople.  But  his 
impotence  was  soon  exposed  to  contempt  and  oblivion ;  the 
vast  silence  of  the  palace  was  disturbed  only  by  the  cattle 
and  poultry  of  the  neighborhood,  which  roved  with  impu- 

I  follow  tiia  dirooolog7  of  Nicephorus  Qngonm,  who  is  ramarkably  ozmI. 
II  It  pnrni  Oil  OMmouMiw  has  nbtekm  tte  dalet  of  Ui  vwn  MOau,  or 
ntb«  Ikst  Us  ttst  bao  tooa  ooinvMI  bj  IgMOMt  tnMorilNnL 
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nity  through  the  solitary  courts;  and  a  rednced  allowance 
of  10,0(iO  pieces  of  gold"  was  all  that  he  could  ask^  and  more 
than  he  could  hope.  His  calamities  were  embittered  by  the 
gradual  extinction  of  sight;  his  confinement  was  rendered 
each  day  more  rigorous;  and  during  the  absence  and  sick 
neas  of  his  grandson  his  inhuman  keepers,  by  the  threata 
of  instant  death,  compelled  him  to  exchange  the  purple  for 
the  monastic  habit  and  profession.  The  monk  Antony  had 
renounced  the  pomp  of  the  world:  yet  he  had  occasion  for 
a  coarse  fur  in  the  winter  season,  and  as  wine  was  forbidden 
by  his  confessor,  and  water  by  his  physician,  the  sherbet  of 
Egypt  was  his  common  drink.  It  was  not  without  difficulty 
that  the  late  emperor  could  procure  three  or  four  pieces  to 
satisfy  these  simple  wants;  and  if  he  bestowed  the  gold 
to  relieve  the  more  painful  distress  of  a  friend,  the  sacri- 
fice is  of  some  weight  in  the  scale  of  humanity  and  religion. 
Four  years  after  his  abdication,  Andronicus  or  Antony  ex- 
pired (a.d.  1S82,  Feb.  13)  in  a  cell,  in  the  seventy- fourth 
year  of  his  age:  and  the  last  strain  of  adulation  could  only 
promise  a  more  splendid  crown  ot  glory  in  Heaven  than 
he  had  enjoyed  upon  earth." 

Nor  was  the  reign  (a.d.  1328,  May  24 — A.n.  1341,  June  15) 
of  the  younger,  more  glorious  or  fortunate  than  that  of  the 
elder,  Andronicus."  He  gathered  the  fruits  of  ambition; 
but  the  taste  was  transient  and  bitter:  in  the  supreme  sta- 
tion he  lost  the  remains  of  his  early  popularity;  and  the  de- 
fects of  his  character  became  still  more  conspicuous  to  the 
world.  Tlie  public  reproach  urged  him  to  march  in  person 
against  the  Turks:  nor  did  his  courage  fail  in  the  hour  of 
trial;  but  a  defeat  and  a  wound  were  the  only  trophies  of  his 

1  huvo  endeavored  to  reooncUe  the  34,000  piecea  ol  Caatacus.  (L  ii.  c.  I) 
wkh  the  10,000  oi  Niccph.  Greg.  (1.  ix.  c.  2) ;  the  one  of  whom  wtohed  lo  tofien, 
the  other  lo  in«4»nifv,  the  hardships  ot  the  olit  emperor. 

'*  Njc«pJi.  Greg,  (I.  ix.  6.  7,  8,  10,  14,  1.  x.  c.  1).  The  hialorian  had  Ui«lod 
of  the  proBperi^,  and  fharod  the  retreat,  of  his  benefactor;  and  Ihat  friendship, 
which  "wailA  or  to  the  KcafTold  or  the  oell,**  ahouid  not  light! J  ho  BCCHliOd  M 
*^  hireling;  a  prostitute  to  praise.'' 

'*  Th«  sole  reign  of  Andronicns  the  YoungV  ll  iwcrthgd  bj  Outecnz.  (I.  ii. 

c  1-40,      191^BS»>  tmA  JliMfb.  Qn§.  (L  kL  «l  1-4^     c  ii,  fp^  Ml-Ml^ 
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ezp€pelrtiMi  fa  Asia,  wliioli  conftrmect  Hie  estaibliibMBt  «l 
Ottaman  monarcliy.  TIm  abases  of  the  civil  goTern* 
menlr  attained  their  full:  matitrity  Mid  perfectioii:  his  neglect 
fd  forms,  and  the  conf  mion  ef  aatienal  dresses,  are*  deplored 
hj  the  Greeks  as  the  fatal  symptoms  ef  the  cfeoay  ol  tiie 
empire.  Andronions  was  old  before  his  time:  the  intem- 
pevaneeef  yeRoth  had  aeeeleratod  the  inflnmties  of  age;  and 
after  being  rescued  from  a  dangevons  malady  by^  nature,  or 
physic,  or  lAie  Yirgin,  he  waa  saatohad  awa;y  before  he  had 
aooemplished  hae-  forty -fifth  year.  He  wae  twioe  married; 
and  as  the  progress  of  the  Latins  in  arms  and  arts  had  8oft> 
ened  the  prejndiees  ef  the  Byaantine  eenrt,  his  two  wives 
were  ohoeen*  in  the  princely  houses  of  Qermany  and  Italy. 
The  first,  Agnes  at  home,  Irene  in  Greece,  was  daughter 
ol  the  duke  ol  Brunswick.  Her  father'*  was  a  pet^  lord'*^ 
in  the  poor  and  sayage  regiona  o£  the  north  of  Oeeniany:^ 
yet  he  dermd  seme  reyenne  from  kia  silTer  minea;'*  aad 


^  Agnes,  or  Irene,  wm  the  dragfiter  of  duke  Henry  the  WooAoffni;  Him 

chief  of  flio  hoime  of  BnuMWlck,  and  the  fourth  In  descent  from  the  famons 
Jieury  the  Lioa,  duke  of  SiucOB^  and  Bavaria,  and  conmiaror  of  the  6hivi  on  tbo 
Baltfo  eoMt.  Her  brother  Henry  wae  ■amamed  the  br^A,  from  hie  two  joar> 
neva  into  theKast:  but  these  journeys  were  Bubacquont  to  his  sister's  marriage; 
aud  I  am  ignoraat  how  Agaea  was  discovered  iu  the  heart  of  Qermanj,  and 
reoommended  to  ihe  Byzantine  eourt  (Wmiue,  Hem.  of  the  HouM  of  BruniwUd^ 
p.  IM). 

**  Haoiy  the  Wonderful  waa  the.  founder  of  the  branch  of  Grubenhagen, 
extinct  In  the  jmr  1596  (Blnrfut,  p.  Wl).   He  raeided'fai  the  cMde  of 'WVuBen* 

btittel,  fttii  pofl80H8cd  no  more  than  a  sixtli  part  of  the  allodial  estatcfl  of  Bnins- 
wick  and  Luneburgh,  which  the  Onelph  family  had  saved  from  the  oonflacatka 
of  their  great  fefs.  The  firequent  partMow  amonf  biolliei»  had  afanotl  ralDad 
thn  prinrf»!y  hoiices  of  GJermany,  till  tTmt  just,  but  pernicious,  law  was  slowly 
saperacdod  by  the  right  of  primogeniture.  The  pnacipalitjof  Orubenhagen, 
one  of  Che  hst  nnwhn  of  the  Hereynhui  VimMfe.  n  »  woody,  laeaiitBlBOtte,  and 
harren  rmct  (Bnsf^hinu'a  Ocog.  tI.  XtH.    EnpHsh  translation). 

The  royal  author  of  the  Itonoirs  of  Brandeaburgh  will  teMh  oa,  how 
jnetly,  tai  a  nraeh  later  period,  the  north  of  Germany  deeerved  the  eplthete  of 
poor  and  barhjirous  (Essai  stir  les  Mocurs.  etc.).    In  the  year  1306,  in  the  woods 
of  Luneburgh,  soma  wild  people  of  the  Vened  race  were  allowed  to  buiy  alive 
I  their  inflrm  and  nseleBa  parents  fShnlne.  p.  186). 

^  The  assertion  of  Tacitus  that  Qermany  was  destitute  of  the  precious  metAls, 
must  be  taken,  even  in  hia  own  time,  with  some  limitation  (Germania,  c.  5, 
Annal.  xl.  80).  Aeeordhig  to  Spener  (Hbi  Oerawi.  Pra^mafc  L  SSI).  Arffem' 
tifodirut  in  Herrrniis  monlibus.  imperante  Othone  mriprio  (a.I).  968)  primnm 
aperts,  largam  etiam  opes  aogemli  dederunt  oopiam:  but  Rimius  (p.  S58)  defers 
tiU  the  year  1016  Uw  dlaomy  of  th*  ilhrw  ■toas  ol  CMattagen,  or  the 
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his  family  is  celebrated  by  the  Greeks  as  the  most  ancient 
and  noble  of  the  Teutonic  name."  After  the  death  of  this 
childless  princess,  Androni^us  sought  in  marriage  Jane,  the 
sister  of  the  count  of  Savoy;"  and  his  suit  was  preferred  to 
that  of  the  French  king."  The  count  respected  in  his  sister 
the  superior  majesty  of  a  Roman  empress:  her  retinue  was 
composed  of  knights  and  ladies;  she  was  regenerated  and 
crowned  in  St.  Sophia,  under  the  more  orthodox  appellation 
of  Anne;  and,  at  the  nuptial  feast,  the  Greeks  and  Italians 
vied  with  each  other  in  the  martial  exercises  of  tilts  and 
tournaments. 

The  empress  Anne  of  Savoy  survived  her  husband:  their 
son,  John  Palaeologus  (a.d.  1341,  June  15 — A.D.  1391),  was 
left  an  orphan  and  an  emperor,  in  the  ninth  year  of  his  age; 
and  his  weakness  was  protected  by  the  first  and  most  deserv- 
ing of  tliG  Greeks.  The  long  and  cordial  friendship  of  his 
father  for  Juim  Cantacuzene  is  alike  honorable  to  the  prince 
and  the  subject.  It  had  been  formed  amid  the  pleasures  of 
their  youth:  their  families  were  almost  equally  noble;"  and 
the  recent  lustre  of  the  purple  was  amply  compensated  by 
the  energy  of  a  private  education.  We  have  seen  that  the 
young  emperor  was  saved  by  Cantacuzene  from  the  power 
of  his  grandfather;  and,  after  six  years  of  civil  war,  the 
same  favorite  brought  him  back  in  triumph  to  the  palace 
of  Constantinople.     Under  the  reign  of  Andronicos  the 


Upper  Hartz.  which  were  productive  in  the  l)cginning  of  the  livth  ewtutj,  and 
which  still  yield  a  oonBiderabla  revenue  to  the  house  of  Brunswick. 

V  OantaeuMiM  hM  given  a  meet  honorable  tettimoaj,  ^irfoff^papiii  fcnn 

#vyan)p  8ov«<K  yri.  Mwpov<ount  (ilio  inodom  Grpcka  employ  the  rr  for  the  4.  and  the  m» 
for  the  fi,  and  the  whole  will  read  in  the  Italian  idiom  di  Brunsuic)  'ntai 

it  just  In  itMlf,  and  pleasing  to  an  FngliRh  car. 

**  Anna,  or  Jane,  was  one  of  the  four  daughters  of  Amedte  the  Great,  by 
ft  MQond  marriage,  and  half  fistor  of  hfa  auooeiior  Rdward,  eoont  of  Savoy 
(Anderson's  Tables,  p.  660).    Cantacuz.  (1.  i.  c.  40-42). 

That  king,  if  the  ^t  be  true,  must  have  been  Charles  the  Fair,  who  m 
ftn  ymn  (U11<-18S6)  waa  nantod  to  fhraa  wfvaa  (AnderaoB.  |i.  6t8).  Anna 
«f  Bvrm  amvad  at  Ck>n8taDtinopIe  in  Feb.  1326. 

**  Ilia  noUa  race  of  the  Cantacuseni  (illustrious  from  the  xith  century  in  the 
Byiantliia  annals)  waa  dmwB  fnm  tta  Paladlna  of  France,  the  heroes  of  those 
romances  which  in  the  xiiith  oentoij  wm  Tnirt*nlr*  and  fiad  kj  tha  Oraaka 
(Ducange,  Ften.  Byaant.  p.  IM), 
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Younger,  the  great  domeetio  ruled  the  emperor  and  the 
empire;  and  it  was  by  his  valor  and  condnci  that  the  isle 
ol  Lesbos  and  the  principality  of  iEtolia  were  restored  to 
their  ancient  allegiance.  His  enemies  confess  that,  among 
the  public  robbers,  Cantacuzene  alone  was  moderate  and 
abstemious;  and  the  free  and  voluntary  account  which  he 
produces  of  his  own  wealth  (Gantaouzene,  1.  iii.  c.  24,  80,  86) 
may  sustain  the  presumption  that  it  was  devolved  by  inheri- 
tance, and  not  accumulated  by  rapine.  He  does  not  indeed 
specify  the  value  of  his  money,  plate,  and  jewels;  yet,  after 
a  voluntary  gift  of  200  vases  of  silver,  after  much  had  been 
secreted  by  his  friends  and  plundered  by  his  foes,  his  forfeit 
treasures  were  sufficient  for  the  equipment  of  a  fleet  of  70 
galleys.  He  does  not  measure  the  size  and  number  of  his 
estates;  but  his  granaries  were  heaped  with  an  incredible 
store  of  wheat  and  barley;  and  the  labor  of  1,000  yoke  of 
oxen  might  cultivate,  according  to  the  practice  of  antiquity, 
about  62,500  acres  of  arable  land.**  His  pastures  were 
stocked  with  2,500  brood  mares,  200  camels,  800  mul^, 
500  asses,  5,000  horned  cattle,  50,000  hogs,  and  70,000 
sheep:"  a  precious  record  of  rural  opulence,  in  the  last 
period  of  the  empire,  and  in  a  land,  most  probably  in 
Thrace,  so  repeatedly  wasted  by  foreign  and  domestie  hos- 
tility. The  favor  of  Cantacnzene  was  above  his  fortune. 
In  the  moments  of  familiarity,  in  the  hour  of  sickness,  the 
emperor  was  desirous  to  level  the  distance  between  them, 
and  pressed  his  friend  to  accept  the  diadem  and  purple. 
The  virtue  of  the  great  domestic,  which  is  attested  by  his 
own  pen,  resisted  the  dangerous  proposal;  but  the  last  testB- 


^  SaMrna,  ia  i.hMil,  lad  Columella.  Id  Italy  or  Spain,  aliow  2  joke  of  oomhi, 

2  drhmi,  and  6  liiboran,  for  900  jugera  (125  Eugliab  uonA  of  anAb  land*  and 

3  raore  men  mnst  be  addori  if  du  i  c  be  much  anaarwood  (OduiiMlbi  da  Ba  Boa- 
tici,  1.  fi.  a  13,  p.  441,  edit.  GeuierL 

*  la  lUa  ennmeratton  (L  111.  e.  SO),  the  Wench  translation  of  the  prealdent 
Cousin  ia  blotted  with  three  palpable  and  essential  errors.  1.  He  omits  the 
1,000  Toke  at  working  oxen.  2.  He  interprets  the  wwrmntrttu  rpot  at«x«AMMc»  bj 
tlM  aonber  of  ftftatB  tandMd.  t.  Bm  coslowndi  ■qrriada  with  ehilMa,  and 
llTis  Oantaeniane  «p  man  tkis  §,f>0  hoga.  Mnilfoar  Inwilnlnmkitloai. 
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mesnt  of  Andronicus  the  Younger  named  bim  the  guardian 
d  his  son,  and  the  regent  of  the  empire. 

Had  the  regent  found  a  suitable  return  of  obedience  and 
gratitude,  perhaps  he  would  have  acted  with  pure  and  zeal- 
ous fidelity  in  the  service  of  his  pupil.**  A  guard  of  500 
soldiers  watched  over  his  person  and  the  palace;  the  funeral 
of  the  late  emperor  waa  decently  performed;  the  capital  was 
silent  and  submissive;  and  five  hundred  letters,  which  Can- 
tacuzene  despatched  in  the  first  month,  informed  the  prov- 
inces of  their  loss  and  their  duty.  The  prospect  of  a  tran- 
quil minority  was  blasted  (a.d.  1S41)  by  the  great  duke  or 
Admiral  Apocaucus;  and  to  exaggerate  his  perfidy,  the  Im- 
perial historian  is  pleased  to  magnify  his  own  imprudence, 
in  raising  him  to  that  office  against  the  advice  of  his  more 
sagacious  sovereign.  Bold  and  subtle,  rapacious  and  pro- 
fuse, the  avarice  and  ambition  of  Apocaucus  were  by  turns 
subservient  to  each  other;  and  his  talents  were  applied  to 
the  ruin  of  his  country,  fiis  arrogance  was  heightened  by 
the  command  of  a  naval  force  and  an  impregnable  cju9tle, 
and  under  the  mask  of  oaths  and  flattery  he  secretly  con- 
spired against  his  benefactor.  The  female  court  of  the 
empress  was  bribed  and  directed:  he  encouraged  Anne  of 
Savoy  to  assert,  by  the  law  of  nature,  the  tatelage  of  her 
son;  the  love  of  power  was  disguised  by  the  anxie^  of 
maternal  tenderness;  and  the  founder  of  the  PaliBologi  had 
instructed  his  posterity  to  dread  the  example  of  a  perfidious 
guardian.  The  patriarch  John  of  Apri  ms  a  pzoitd  and 
feeble  old  man,  encompassed  by  a  nQmevous  and  hungry 
kindled*  He  produced  an  obaolete  epistle  of  Andronicua 
which  bequeathed  the  prince  and  people  td  his  pioua  eare: 
^a  fata  of  hia  predecessor  Araeniua  prompted  1dm  to  pre- 
Tent,  rather  than  puniah,  the  erimea  of  a  usurper,  and 
Apocaucus  smiled  at  the  auooeaa  of  his  own  flattery,  when 
he  behdd  the  Byzantine  priaat  asauming  the  state  and  tern- 


**  Bagmcj  and  raign  at  John  Oantaeusenus,  and  tiie  whole  proflreu  of  the 
drfl  wmr,  in  his  own  history  (I.  iii.  c.  I-IOO.  pp.  SAS-fOOX  And  In  tlint  of 
Hioeph.  Ortg.  (L  xiL  C  1,  L  zt.  c  8,  pp.  863-492). 
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poral  bhims  of  the  Boman  pontiff.**  Betwmi  three  penoni 
■o  different  in  their  situation  and  cbaraoter  a  private  leagiM 
wms  ooBoluded:  a  shadow  of  authority  was  RMtorad  to  thia 
MBttto;  and  the  people  were  tempted  by  the  name  of  free- 
dem.  Bj  this  powerful  confederacy,  the  great  domestio  wae 
assaulted  at  first  with  clandestine,  at  length  with  open,  arms. 
His  prerogatiTes  were  disputed;  his  opinions  slighted;  bii 
friends  persecuted;  and  his  safety  was  threatened  both  is 
the  oamp  and  city.  In  his  absence  on  tiie  public  serrice, 
he  was  accused  of  treason;  proscribed  as  an  enemy  of  the 
chureh  and  state;  and  delivered,  with  all  his  adherents,  to 

sword  of  justice,  the  vengeance  of  the  people,  and  the 
power  of  the  devil:  his  foitunes  were  confiscated;  his  aged 
mother  was  cast  into  prison ;  all  his  past  services  were  buried 
in  oblivion;  and  he  was  driven  by  injustice  to  perpetrate  the 
crime  of  which  he  was  accused."  From  the  review  of  his 
preceding  conduct,  Cantacuzene  appears  to  have  been  guilt- 
less of  any  treasonable  designs;  and  the  only  suspicion  of 
his  innocence  must  arise  from  the  vehemence  of  his  protes- 
tations, and  the  sublime  purity  which  he  ascribes  to  his  own 
virtue.  While  the  empress  and  the  patriarch  still  affected 
the  appearances  of  harmony,  he  repeatedly  solicited  the  per- 
mission of  retiring  to  a  private,  and  even  a  monastic,  life. 
After  he  had  been  declared  a  public  enemy,  it  was  his  fer- 
vent wish  to  throw  hiirisclf  at  the  feet  of  the  young  emperor, 
and  to  receive  without  a  murmur  the  stroke  of  the  execu- 
tioner: it  was  not  without  reluctance  that  he  listened  to  the 
voice  of  reason,  which  inculcated  the  sacred  duty  of  saving 
his  family  and  friends,  and  proved  that  he  could  only  save 
them  by  drawing  the  sword  and  assuming  the  Iiuncriul  title. 

In  the  strong  city  of  Demotica,  his  peculiar  domain,  the 


*  He  MnimiBd  the  royal  privilege  of  red  thoes  or  bvskint ;  placed  on  hla  head 
a  mitro  of  silk  a'id  pold ;  sahsr  riln  d  <  pl-^iles  with  hyacinth  or  green  ink,  and 
oUimed  for  (be  new.  whatever  Oonatanline  had  gi?en  to  the  ancieot,  Home 
(OantiMMis.  I.  «i.  c  86.    Wlc.  CNej?.  1.  xlr.  e.  8). 

*'  Nic.  fJrcp.  (1.  xii.  c.  G)  ( (nif'-.-j-td  tlif  innoconrc  and  virtucn  of  Oaiita- 
CMMnuB,  the  guiU  and  flagiUona  vtcea  oi  Apocaucua;  nor  doea  he  diaaemble  the 
■MiMeC  tail  peiwBdl  ead  vrtigloiw  enmltj  to tbe tanw;  ier>»»a— ■  rttnu 
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emperor  John  Cantacuzene  was  invested  (a.d.  1341,  Oct.  26) 
with  the  purple  buskins:  his  right  leg  was  clothed  by  his 
noble  kinsmen,  the  left  by  the  Latin  chiefs,  on  whom  he 
conferred  the  order  of  knighthood.  But  even  in  this  act 
of  revolt  he  was  still  studious  of  loyalty;  and  the  titles  of 
John  Palseologus  and  Anne  of  Savoy  were  proclaimed  be- 
fore his  own  name  and  that  of  his  wife  Irene.  Such  vain 
ceremony  is  a  thin  disguise  of  rebellion,  nor  are  there  per- 
haps any  personal  wrongs  that  can  authorize  a  subject  to 
take  arms  against  his  sovereign:  but  the  want  of  prepara- 
tion and  success  may  confirm  the  assurance  of  the  usurper, 
that  this  decisive  step  was  the  effect  of  necessity  rather  than 
of  choice.  Constantinople  adhered  to  the  young  emperor: 
the  king  of  Bulgaria  was  invited  to  the  relief  of  Hadria- 
nople:  the  principal  cities  of  Thrace  and  Macedonia,  after 
Bome  hesitation,  renounced  their  obedience  to  the  great  do- 
mestic; and  the  leaders  of  the  troops  and  provinces  were 
induced,  by  their  private  interest,  to  prefer  the  loose  do- 
minion of  a  woman  and  a  priest.  The  army  of  Cantacuzene, 
in  sixteen  divisions,  was  stationed  on  the  banks  of  the  Mclas 
to  tempt  or  intimidate  the  capital:  it  was  dispersed  by  treach- 
ery or  fear;  and  the  officers,  more  especially  the  mercenary 
Latins,  accepted  the  tribes,  and  embraced  the  service,  of  the 
Byzantine  court.  After  this  loss,  the  rebel  emperor  (he  fluc- 
tuated between  the  two  characters)  took  the  road  of  Thessa- 
lonica  with  a  chosen  remnant;  but  he  failed  in  his  enterprise 
on  that  important  place;  and  he  was  closely  pursued  by  the 
great  duke,  his  enemy  Apocaucus,  at  the  head  of  a  superior 
power  by  sea  and  land.  Driven  from  the  coast,  in  his  march, 
or  rather  flight,  into  the  mountains  of  Servia,  Cantacuzene 
assembled  his  troops  to  scrutinize  those  who  were  worthy 
and  willing  to  accompany  his  broken  fortunes.  A  base 
majority  bowed  and  retired;  and  his  trusty  band  was  dimin- 
ished to  2,000,  and  at  last  to  600  volunteers.    The  Crai^"  or 

The  prinoM  of  Senrl*  (Dncange.  Fun.  Dalmat.  etc,  c  3.  3.  4.  9)  wm 
■lyled  Despots  in  Groek,  and  Cm]  in  their  native  idiom  (Ducange,  Qloas.  Qnec. 
HI),   TbMt        Um  •^uiTmlent  of  kins,  appMM  to  bftof  8ol«roiiie  oiiRia, 
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despot  of  the  Servians,  received  him  with  generous  hospi- 
tality; but  the  ally  was  insensibly  degraded  to  a  suppliant^ 
a  hostage,  a  captive;  and,  in  this  miserable  dependence,  he 
waited  at  the  door  of  the  Barbarian,  who  could  dispose  of 
the  life  and  liberty  of  a  Roman  emperor.  The  most  tempt- 
ing offers  could  not  persuade  the  cral  to  violate  his  trust; 
but  he  soon  inclined  to  the  stronger  side;  and  his  friend  was 
dismissed  without  injury  to  a  new  vicissitude  of  hopes  and 
perils.  Near  six  years  (a.d.  1341-1347)  the  flame  of  discord 
burned  with  various  success  and  unabated  rage:  the  cities 
were  distracted  by  the  faction  of  the  nobles  and  the  plebe- 
ians, the  Cantacuzeni  and  Palseologi;  and  the  Bulgarians, 
the  Servians,  and  the  Turks  were  invoked  on  both  sides 
as  the  instruments  of  private  ambition  and  the  common  ruin. 
The  regent  deplored  the  calamities,  of  which  he  was  the 
author  and  victim;  and  his  own  experience  might  dictate  a 
just  and  lively  remark  on  the  different  nature  of  foreign  and 
civil  war.  *'The  former,"  said  he,  "is  the  external  warmth 
of  summer,  always  tolerable,  and  often  beneficial;  the  latter 
is  the  deadly  heat  of  a  fever,  which  consumes  without  a 
remedy  the  vitals  of  the  constitution."" 

The  introduction  of  barbarians  and  savages  into  the  con- 
tests of  civilized  nations  is  a  measure  pregnant  with  shame 
and  mischief;  which  the  interest  of  the  moment  may  compel, 
but  which  is  reprobated  by  the  best  principles  of  humanity 
and  reason.  It  is  the  practice  of  both  sides  to  accuse  their 
enemies  of  the  guilt  of  the  first  alliances;  and  those  who  fail 
in  their  negotiations  are  loudest  in  their  censure  of  the 
example  which  they  envy  and  would  gladly  imitate.  The 
Turks  of  Asia  were  less  barbarous  perhaps  than  the  shep- 
herds of  Bulgaria  and  Senria;  but  their  religion  rendered 


from  whence  It  hu  been  borrowed  by  the  Hungarians,  tho  modern  Greeks,  and 
•Ten  bj  the  Turks  (LeuadaviuA,  P»adect.  Tura.  p.  who  reserve  the  name 
<f  MthahfarlteMMMT.  Toobialn  fhabtlarfaittMdof  tiMfotMr,alk» 
■mbitiim  of  tte  WnaOi  tt  OonslMitinopto  (Awttat.  4  I'HIst  d*  Tbmr  Bm» 

*  ai&  Oreg.  I.sfl.«il4.  B  to  tufpriring  that  OwrtiwiMoa  hm  aot  lawrtia 
Ifeit  jMt  ad  IMf  taM«i  la  hto  owBWiitinfi. 
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them  the  implacable  foes  of  Rome  and  Cfamtiaiii^.  To 
Ao<|aire  tiM  ihendahip  of  Iheir  eniiB,  the  two  factions  vied 
w'lih  each  other  in  baaeneBS  and  piofnmon:  tbe  daoEleiitf 
of  Oantaooaene  obtained  Ifao  preferenoe:  iMit  t^M  ancoor  aai 
Tiolory  were  dearly  pnrofaased  by  the  muiiage  of  his  dangle 
ter  with  an  infidel,  the  captiyity  numy  thouBand  Chris- 
tian»,  and  the  passage  of  the  Ottomans  into  £aropef  the  huH 
and  fatal  stroko  in  the  fall  of  the  Roman  empire.  The  in* 
oMning  Male  was  decided  in  his  iavor  by  the  death  of  Apo- 
OMUHit,  the  jast,  thoogh  singokr,  votribntion  of  his  crimes. 
A  crowd  of  aobtai  or  plebekBs,  whom  he  feared  €»*  hated, 
had  boot  seized  by  his  orders  in  the  capital  and  the  proT« 
inoei;  and  the  old  palaoa  of  Constaatiiie  was  assigned  for 
the  pboe  of  their  ooafinement.  Some  alterations  in  raioivg 
the  walls,  and  narrowing  theoeUa,  had  been  ingeniously  oon- 
vived  to  prevent  their  caoapo,  and  aggravate  their  misery; 
and  the  work  was  incenandy  preeaed  bj  the  daily  yisits  of 
Uie  tyrant*  Hia  guards  vrat<^hed  at  the  gate,  and  as  he  stood 
in  the  inner  oonrt  to  overlook  the  architecta,  withoni  loar  or 
anspioion,  he  was  asanlted  and  lair^  breath  lees  on  the  gnrand, 
by  two  resolute  prisoners  of  the  Paleologian  race,**  who  wvra 
armed  with  sticks,  and  animated  by  despair.  On  the  rumor 
of  revenge  and  liberty,  the  captive  multitude  broke  their  fefe> 
ten,  fortified  their  priaon,  and  exposed  from  the  battiemawti 
the  grant's  head,  preeuming  on  liie  favor  of  the  people  and 
the  clemency  of  the  empresB.  Anne  oi  Savoy  might  aajciea 
in  the  fall  <tt  a  haughty  and  ambitiona  miniafear,  but  whik 
she  delayed  to  raaohre  or  to  act,  the  populace,  more  eapa- 
cially  the  marineiB,  were  excited  by  the  widow  of  the  gMat 
duke  to  a  sedition,  an  aaaanh,  and  a  maaaaore.  The  prison- 
ers (of  whom  the  greater  part  were  guiltless  or  inglo- 
riona  of  the  deed)  escaped  to  a  neighboriqg  church:  they 
were  ahraghtered  at  Uie  foot  of  the  altar;  and  in  hia  death 
the  monster  was  not  less  bloody  and  veMBona  thaa  in  hia 


The  two  v.  r>.  pors  were  both  Paleeologi.  who  might  resent,  with  royal 
Indigmtioa,  the  «iuuM  ol  tiieir  ohaias.    The  trage^  of  Apocauous  Bigr  deaenre 
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life.  Tet  his  talents  alone  upheld  the  cause  of  the  young 
emperor;  and  his  surviving  associates,  suspicious  of  each 
other,  abandoned  the  conduct  of  the  war,  and  rejected  the 
fairest  terms  of  accommodation.  In  the  beginning  of  the  dis- 
pute, the  empress  felt  and  complained  that  she  was  deceived 
hj  the  enemies  of  Cantacuzene :  the  patriarch  was  employed  • 
to  preach  against  the  forgiveness  of  injuries;  and  her  prom- 
ise of  immortal  hatred  was  sealed  by  an  oath,  under  the  pen- 
alty of  excommunication."  But  Anne  soon  learned  to  hate 
without  a  teacher:  she  beheld  the  misfortunes  of  the  empire 
with  the  indifference  of  a  stranger:  her  jealousy  was  exas- 
perated by  the  competiton  of  a  rival  empress;  and  on  the 
first  symptoms  of  a  more  yielding  temper,  she  threatened 
the  patriarch  to  convene  a  synod  and  degrade  him  from  his 
office.  Their  incapacity  and  discord  would  have  afforded  the 
most  decisive  advantage;  but  the  civil  war  was  protracted 
by  the  weakness  of  both  parties;  and  the  moderation  of 
Cantacuzene  has  not  escaped  the  reproach  of  timidity  and 
indolence.  He  successively  recovered  the  provinces  and 
cities;  and  the  realm  of  his  pupil  was  measured  by  the  walls 
of  Constantinople;  but  the  metropolis  alone  counterbalanced 
the  rest  of  the  empire;  nor  could  he  attempt  that  important 
conquest  till  he  had  secured  in  his  favor  the  public  voice 
and  a  private  correspondence.  An  Italian,  of  the  name  of 
Facciolati,"  had  succeeded  to  the  office  of  great  duke;  the 
ships,  the  guards,  and  the  golden  gate,  were  subject  to  his 
command;  but  his  humble  ambition  was  bribed  to  become 
the  instrument  of  treachery ;  and  the  revolution  was  accom- 
plished (a.d.  1347,  Jan.  8)  without  danger  or  bloodshed. 
Destitute  of  the  powers  of  resistance,  or  the  hope  of  relief, 
the  inflexible  Anne  would  have  atill  defended  the  palace, 


"  Oantacuzene  acouies  the  patriarch,  and  eparN  the  emprepa,  the  mother 
of  his  aoretmga  (L  iii.  33,  84),  against  whom  Nic  Qmg,  ezpreaaea  a  particular 
•BimMl^CL  M,  ll,xr.  •).  IltotmlliiiltlMf  4oiiotipMk«aKftey7of  tiM 
Mmetime. 

The  tndtor  and  treason  are  rereeled  by  IHo.  Qntc.  (L  zr.  o.  8):  but  the 
BUM  It  man  itam^  nipprMMa  ly  Mi  yiit  Mooaiyto  (QmImm.  I.  VL 
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and  haTe  Bimlad  to  behold  the  capital  in  flames^  ralber  thn 
in  the  poenwkm  o£  a  rivaL  She  yielded  to  the  prayers  of 
her  irieiida  and  enemies;  and  the  treaty  was  dictated  by  the 
conqmror,  who  professed  a  loyal  and  mIoss  attachment  to 
the  son  of  his  benefactor.  The  moifiiige  ol  his  daughter 
•  irith  John  Palseologns  was  at  length  oonsummated:  the  he- 
reditary right  of  the  piipil  was  aoknowledged ;  bat  ths  sole 
admi&iitntion  daring  ten  yean  was  veeted  in  the  goardiaa. 
Two  ampema  and  three  empresses  were  seated  on  the  Bja> 
antiae  tbrone;  and  a  general  amnesty  qmeled  the  9spfm- 
lienstons,  and  confirmed  the  property,  el  liie  most  giidllf 
subjects.  The  festival  ol  the  coronatUm  and  nuptials  was 
oelebiated  with  the  appearances  of  eonoord  and  magnifl- 
eenoe,  and  both  were  equally  faliaeiou.  Daring  the  late 
troubles,  the  treasures  of  the  state,  and  even  the  fumitare 
ol  the  palace,  had  been  alienated  or  embeaaled:  the  loyal 
banquet  was  served  in  pewter  or  earthenware;  and  siieh  was 
the  proud  poverty  ol  the  times  that  the  absence  of  gold  and 
jewels  was  sapplied  bj  the  paltry  artiAoes  ol  glass  and  gilt 
leather." 

I  hasten  to  conclude  the  personal  history  of  John  Ganta- 
cuzene."  He  triumphed  and  reigpied;  but  his  reign  (a.i>, 
1347,  Jan.  8 — a.d.  1365,  Jan.)  and  triumph  were  clouded  by 
the  discontent  of  his  own  and  the  adverse  faction.  His  lol- 
loweta  might  style  the  general  amnesty  an  act  of  pardon  for 
his  enemies,  and  of  obUvion  for  his  friends:**  in  his  cause 
their  estates  had  been  loiieited  or  plundered;  and  as  they 
wandered  naked  and  hungry  through  the  streets,  they  cursed 
the  selfish  generoei^  of  a  leader  who,  on.  Ihe  throne  of  the 

"  Nic.  Greg.  L  xv.  11.  There  were  however  some  true  pearls,  but  very 
thinly  sprinkled.    The  rest  of  the  stonea  had  only  wmvrxtUwuw  xpota*'  wpot  to  Umwy^t. 

^  From  his  return  to  Constantinople,  Cantacuzene  continues  his  history,  and 
that  of  tho  empire,  one  year  bevond  tlie  abdication  of  his  son  Matthew,  A.D. 
ISfT  (L  Iv.  c.  1-50.  jip.  7(»-»ll).  Nicephorus  Oregoras  eoda  with  Ihe  synod 
of  Oonsuntinoplo,  in  the  year  1.351  (1.  xxiL  c  3,  p.  660,  the  rati,  to  the  QMi' 
elusion  ol  the  xxlvih  book,  p.  717,  is  all  oontroven^);  and  his  last  ftmrtsaa 
books  are  8tQI  1188.  in  the  king  of  France's  lilitary. 

»*  The  erapero-  (CRntacux.  1.  tv.  c.  1)  reprwenti^  his  own  Tirtues,  and  Nic 
Qreg.  (L  xv.  c  11)  the  oomptamta  of  his  friends,  who  luflerad  by  its  etbM. 
1  haf  Wt  them  tto  wwda  qC  w  poor  cawaMwi  atef  tfae  ttt^ratko. 
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empire,  might  relinquish  without  merit  his  private  inheri- 
tance. The  adherents  of  the  empress  blushed  to  hold  their 
lives  and  fortunes  by  the  precarious  favor  of  a  usurper ;  and 
the  thirst  of  revenge  was  concealed  by  a  tender  concern  for 
the  succession,  and  even  the  safety,  of  her  son.  They  were 
justly  alarmed  by  a  petition  of  the  friends  of  Cantacuzene, 
that  they  might  be  released  from  their  oath  of  allegiance  to 
the  Palaeologi,  and  intrusted  with  the  defence  of  some  cau- 
tionary towns;  a  measure  supported  with  argument  and  elo- 
quence,  and  which  was  rejected  (says  the  Imperial  historian) 
•*by  mij  sublime,  and  almost  incredible,  virtue."  His  re- 
pose was  disturbed  by  the  sound  of  plots  and  seditions ;  and 
he  trembled  lest  the  lawful  prince  should  bp  stolen  away  by 
some  foreign  or  domestic  enemy,  who  would  inscribe  his 
name  and  his  wrongs  in  the  banners  of  rebellion.  As  the  son 
of  Andronicus  advanced  in  the  years  of  manhood,  he  began 
to  feel  and  to  act  for  himself;  and  his  rising  ambition  was 
rather  stimulated  than  checked  by  the  imitation  of  his  fa- 
ther's vices.  If  we  may  trust  his  own  professions,  Canta- 
cuzene labored  with  honest  industry  to  correct  these  sordid 
and  sensual  appetites,  and  to  raise  the  mind  of  the  young 
prince  to  a  level  with  his  fortune.  In  the  Servian  expedi- 
tion, the  two  emperors  showed  themselves  in  cordial  har- 
mony to  the  troops  and  provinces;  and  the  younger  col- 
league was  initiated  by  the  elder  in  the  mysteries  of  war  and 
government.  After  the  conclusion  of  the  peace,  Palseologus 
was  left  at  Thessalonica,  a  royal  residence,  and  a  frontier 
station,  to  secure  by  his  absence  the  peace  of  Constantino- 
ple, and  to  withdraw  his  youth  from  the  temptations  of  a 
luxurious  capital.  But  the  distance  weakened  the  powers 
of  control,  and  the  son  of  Andronicus  was  surrounded  with 
artful  or  unthinking  companions,  who  taught  him  to  hate  his 
guardian,  to  deplore  his  exile,  and  to  vindicate  his  rights. 
A  private  treaty  with  the  cral  or  despot  of  Servia  was  soon 
followed  by  an  open  revolt;  and  Cantacuzene,  on  the  throne 
of  the  elder  Andronicus,  defended  the  cause  of  age  and  pre- 
rogatiTe,  which  iu  his  jouth  he  had  ao  vigoroaaly  attacked. 
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At  his  nqnest,  th»  empress  mather  anderlook  th«  woytigu 
mt  TheMiioaioai  and  the  office  of  medistioB:  eke  letoiw^ 
wilhomt  bmmb;  aad  unless  Anne  of  Savoj  wbb  iasCraBled 
adyersity,  W9  may  donbt  the  sincehtf,  or  at  l&mlk  Am 
ferfor,  ol  her  zeal.  While  the  regent  grasped  the  sceptrw 
with  a  firm  and  yigorona  hand,  she  had  been  instrveted  to 
ckolare  that  the  ten  years  of  bis  legal  administration  wonld 
Boon  elapaof  and  that  after  a  fall  trial  of  the  vanity  of  th« 
world,  the  enpaior  Cantaevaene  sighed  for  the  repose  of  a 
cloieter  and  wm  ambitions  only  of  a  heavenly  crtyinL  Had 
these  sentimenlB  been  genuine,  his  voluDtBTy  abdication 
wo«ld  have  restored  the  pcaoe  of  the  enpiiei  and  lye  eoB« 
acience  wonld  have  been  relieved  by  an  aet  of  jostioe. 
PalsBologna  alone  waa  responsible  for  his  fniare  govwn*- 
ment;  and  whatever  might  be  his  vices,  they  were  snrely 
less  formidable  than  the  calamities  of  a  orvil  war  (a.d.  1358), 
in  which  the  barbarians  and  infidels  'were  again  invited  to 
assist  the  Greeks  in  their  mutoal  deslraotion.  By  tke  arna 
of  the  Turks,  who  now  struck  a  deep  and  everlasling  root  in 
Europe,  Gantacnzene  prevailed  in  the  Ihixd  contest  in  whieh 
he  had  been  involved;  and  the  young  emperor,  driven  fnos 
the  sea  and  land,  was  compelled  to  take  shelter  among  liha 
Latins  of  the  isle  of  Tenedos.  His  insolenoe  and  obstiMM^ 
provoked  the  vietor  to  a  step  which  must  render  the  quarrel 
ineoeoeikble:  aad  the  sasociatiop  of  his  son  Matthew,  wImbi 
he  invested  with  the  pvrple,  established  the  succesBioa  in 
the  family  of  the  Oantaottzeni.  But  Oonstsatinople  was  still 
attached  to  the  blood  oi  her  aaeient  princes;  and  this  last 
injury  aooelemted  the  restoration  of  the  rightful  heir.  A 
noble  Genoese  esponsed  the  cause  of  Palssologus,  obtained 
a  promise  of  his  sister,  and  achieved  the  revolntlon  with  two 
galleys  and  %fiOO  aoziliaries.  Under  tibe  preteBee  of  d»> 
tress,  ihey  were  admitted  into  the  lesser  port;  a  gate  waa 
opened,  and  tiie  Latin  ahovt  of,  **Long  Mfe  and  vietoiy  ta 
tiie  emperor,  John  Palnolognal"  was  anawered  by  a  geneial 
rmg  in  hia  &vor.  A  nnaMMRia  loyal  party  yet  adhered  to 
the  alMidafd  of  Oantaeaaeaat  ba*  be  asBOta  m  bia  buHo^ 


Digitized  by 


or  nor  jhmujt  jncpour 


(does  ha  hope  for  belief/)  that  his  tender  oonaoienoe  rejected 
the  asBoranoe  of  conquest;  that,  in  free  obedience  to  the 
▼oice  of  rehgion  and  philoeophj,  he  descended  from  the 
throne,  and  embraced  with  pleasure  the  monastic  habit  and 
profeesion."  So  soon  as  he  ceased  to  be  a  prince  (a.d.  1355, 
Jan.),  his  successor  was  not  unwilling  that  he  should  bo  a 
saint:  the  remainder  of  his  life  was  devoted  to  piety  and 
learning;  in  the  cells  of  Constantinople  and  Mount  Athos  • 
the  monk  Joasaph  was  respected  as  the  temporal  and  Bpirit- 
ual  father  of  the  emperor;  and  if  he  issued  from  his  retreat, 
it  was  as  tlie  minister  of  peace,  to  subdue  the  obetLnacj,  and 
Bolicit  the  pardon,  of  his  rebellions  son." 

Yet  in  the  cloister,  the  min  i  of  Cantacuzene  was  still 
exercised  by  theological  war.  He  sharpened  a  controversial 
pen  against  the  Jews  and  Mahometans;*'  and  in  every  state 
he  defended  with  equal  zeal  the  divine  light  of  Mount  Tabor, 
a  memorable  question  (a.d.  1341-1351)  which  consummates 
the  religions  follies  of  the  Greeks.  The  fakirs  of  India 
(Voyages  de  Bernier,  i.  127),  and  the  monks  of  the  Oriental 
church,  were  alike  persuaded,  that  in  total  abstraction  of  the 
faculties  of  the  mind  and  body  the  purer  spirit  may  ascend 
to  the  enjoyment  and  vision  of  the  Deity.  The  opinion  and 
practioe  oi  the  monasteiies  of  Mount  Athos^  will  be  best 


•  The  awkward  apology  of  Cantjicuz.  (l  iv.  c.  39-42),  who  rplatoa,  with 
Tlllble  Qonfosioa,  his  own  downfidl,  ma/  be  supplied  br  the  kas  accurate,  but 
more  honest,  nwmtives  of  Ifetthoir  VOlaui  (1-  c.  46,  in  thtt  Script  Bar.  ItaL 
Xiv  2^3)  and  Ducaa  (c.  10,  11). 

^  CautAcusene^  ia  the  jear  ISVfi,  was  hooorad  with  a  letter  from  the  ptuw 
(Fleury,  Hist  Bodee.  zz.  tSO).  Hte  death  Is  placed  by  reepeetaUe  anthonty 
on  Nov.  20,  1411  (Pucnnpe,  Fara.  ByzAnt.  p.  260).  But  if  he  were  of  the  jigo 
of  his  companion  Andronicus  the  Younf^er,  he  must  hare  hred  116  jeani;  a  rare 
instance  a  longevity,  wMefa  in  so  tDastriooa  a  person  would  hare  attracted 
nnfvarsal  notico. 

"  Hia  four  disoooraea,  or  books*  weia  printed  at  BasQ.  1543  (Esbria  BiUiOk 
Gneo.  vL  4t3).  He  composed  them  to  satisfy  a  proselyte  who  was  aaaaidtad 
with  letters  from  his  fn'oniisi  of  T^palian.  CantacuzfTi"  r.  the  Koran;  but 
I  understand  iron  Maracci  that  he  ado|>ta  tba  vulgar  prejudioea  and  hUm 
■ialkial  Uahomet  and  Ida  reli^on. 

•  Ifodielm,  Tn^titut.  Hiat.  Eccles.  p.  r)22.  Floury,  Tlist.  EcclorJ.  xt.  pp. 
tf.  14.  107-114,  eta  l!b»  former  unlolds  the  causra  with  the  judgment  of  a 
phiksopbar,  the  Inttsr  tiaifihwa  and  twinitaHi  wMk  the  prejudices  d  a  OiOalfc 
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represented  in  the  words  of  an  abbot  who  flourished  in  the 
eleventh  century.  "When  thou  art  alone  in  thy  cell,"  says 
the  ascetic  teacher,  **shut  thy  door,  and  seat  thyself  in  a  cor* 
ner;  raise  thy  mind  above  all  things  vain  and  transitory; 
recline  thy  beard  and  chin  on  thy  breast;  turn  thy  eyes  and 
thy  thought  toward  the  middle  of  thy  belly,  the  region  of 
the  navel;  and  search  the  place  of  the  heart,  the  seat  of  the 
soul.  At  first,  all  will  be  dark  and  comfortless;  but  if  you 
persevere  day  and  night,  you  will  feci  an  ineffable  joy;  and 
no  sooner  has  the  soul  discovered  the  place  of  the  heart, 
than  it  is  involved  in  a  mystic  and  ethereal  light.*'  This 
light,  the  production  of  a  distempered  fancy,  the  creature 
of  an  empty  stomach  and  an  empty  brain,  was  adored  by 
the  Quietists  as  the  pure  and  perfect  essence  of  God  himself; 
and  as  long  as  the  folly  was  confined  to  Mount  Athos,  the 
simple  solitaries  were  not  inquisitive  how  the  divine  essence 
could  be  a  viaterial  subsUince,  or  how  an  hnniaterial  sub- 
stance could  be  perceived  by  the  eyes  of  the  body.  But 
in  the  reign  of  the  younger  Andronicus  these  monasteries 
were  visited  by  Barlaam,"  a  Calabrian  monk,  who  was 
equally  skilled  in  philosophy  and  theology;  who  possessed 
the  languages  of  the  Greeks  and  Latins;  and  whose  versatile 
genius  could  maintain  their  opposite  creeds,  according  to  the 
interest  of  the  moment.  The  indiscretion  of  an  ascetic  re- 
vealed to  the  curious  traveller  the  secrets  of  mental  prayer; 
and  Barlaam  embraced  the  opportunity  of  ridiculing  the 
Quietists,  who  placed  the  soul  in  the  navel;  of  accusing 
the  monks  of  Mount  Athos  of  heresy  and  blasphemy.  His 
attack  compelled  the  more  learned  to  renounce  or  dissemble 
the  simple  devotion  of  their  bretliren;  and  Gregory  Pulamas 
introduced  a  scholastic  distinction  between  the  essence  and 
operation  of  God.  His  inaccessible  essence  dwells  in  the 
midst  of  an  uncreated  and  eternal  light;  and  this  beatific 
vision  of  the  saints  had  been  manifested  to  the  disciples 

*  Basnafre  fin  CanisU  Antiq.  Lection.  W.  363)  has  investigatod  the  cbftncter 
and  atory  of  BarlHam.  The  duplicity  of  hia  opinions  had  ingpirad  MMM  dOliKi 
U  Um  tdeatitij  of  his  pwMii.   Wbcia  (fiiUio.  Qrae.  z.  421). 
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on  If  <miit  Tibor,  ui  the  trsnillgiinrtioii  of  Obrist  T«l  ibis 
cKstinotioB  could  not  escape  the  rapioaoh  ol  Polytiidflii;  the 
eternity  ol  the  light  of  Tnbonms  fiercely  denied;  nnd  Ber- 
leam  still  ohaiged  the  Pahunitcs  with  holding  two  eternal 
eabstanoce,  a  visible  and  an  invisible  €k>d.  From  the  nge 
d  Uie  monks  of  Monnt  Athos,  who  threatened  his  life,  the 
Oalabrian  retbed  to  Oonslaatinople,  where  hia  smooth  and 
speciona  manners  introdnoed  him  to  the  favor  of  the  great 
domestie  and  the  emperor.  The  court  and  the  city  weie 
involved  in  thia  theological  dispate,  which  flamed  amid  the 
civil  war;  but  tiie  doctrine  of  Barlaam  waa  disgraced  by  his 
flight  and  apostasy:  the  Palamites  triumphed;  and  their 
adversary,  the  patriarch  John  of  Apri,  was  deposed  by  the 
consent  ci  the  adverse  factions  of  the  state«  In  the  eharac- 
ter  of  emperor  and  theologian,  Gantacosene  presided  in  the 
synod  of  the  Greek  choich,  which  established,  as  aa  article 
of  faith,  ^e  uncreated  light  of  Monnt  ^bor;  and,  after  so 
many  insults,  the  reason  of  mankind  waa  sliglitly  wounded 
by  the  addition  of  a  single  absurdity.  Many  rolls  of  paper 
or  parchment  have  beoi  blotted;  and  the  impenitent  secta- 
ries, who  refused  to  subscribe  the  orthodox  creed,  were  de* 
prived  of  the  honors  of  Christian  burial;  but  in  the  next  age 
the  question  was  forgotten;  nor  can  I  learn  that  the  axe  or 
the  fagot  were  employed  for  the  extirpation  of  the  Bar* 
laamite  heresy.** 

For  the  conclusion  of  this  chapter,  I  have  reserved  the 
Genoese  war,  which  shook  the  throne  of  Oantacuaene,  and 
betrayed  the  debility  of  the  Greek  empire.  The  Genoese, 
who,  after  the  recovery  of  Constantinople,  were  seated  (a.]>. 
1261-1847)  in  the  suburb  of  Peru  or  CNdata,  received  that 
honorable  fief  from  the  bounty  of  the  emperor.  They  were 
indulged  in  the  use  of  their  laws  and  magistrates;  but  they 


•  OantacuE.  (1-  il-  c.  39,  40,  L  ir.  c  3,  23.  24,  25),  and  Nlc  Greg.  (1-  x>.  c 
*  10,  L  XT.  8,  7,  eto.)^  whow  Uu»t  books,  irom  the  sixth  to  the  xzivth,  are  almost 
eonflned  to  a  rabjeet  tM>  fBtereettng  to  the  antbon.   Bofvin  (In  Vlt  Nic  Orag* 

OTw),  from  the  unpublished  books,  and  Fabric.  (Biblio.  Grjpc.  x.  462),  or  rather 
lfoiitlaii9aB.  from  the  MS&.  ol  the  GoiitUa  library,  have  added  aoine  facts  and 
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submitted  to  the  duties  of  vassals  and  subjects:  the  forcible 
word  of  liegeTnen"  was  borrowed  from  the  Latin  jurispru- 
dence; and  their  podesta,  or  chief,  before  he  entered  on  his 
office,  saluted  the  emperor  with  loyal  acclamations  and  vows 
of  fidelity.  Genoa  sealed  a  firm  alliance  with  the  Greeks; 
and,  in  case  of  a  defensive  war,  a  supply  of  fifty  empty 
galleys,  and  a  succor  of  fifty  galleys  completely  armed  and 
manned,  was  promised  by  the  republic  to  the  empire.  In 
the  revival  of  a  naval  force,  it  was  the  aim  of  Michael  Palae- 
ologus  to  deliver  himself  from  a  foreign  aid;  and  hi.s  vigor- 
ous government  contfiined  tiie  Genoese  of  Galata  within  those 
limits  which  the  insolence  of  wealth  and  freedom  provoked 
them  to  exceed.  A  sailor  threatened  that  they  should  soon 
be  masters  of  Constantinople,  and  slew  the  Greek  who  re- 
Bented  this  national  affront;  and  an  armed  vessel,  after 
refusing  to  salute  the  palace,  was  guilty  of  some  acts  of 
piracy  in  the  Black  Sea.  Their  countrymen  threatened  to 
support  their  cause;  but  the  long  and  open  village  of  Galata 
was  instantly  surrounded  by  the  Imperial  troops:  till,  in  the 
moment  of  the  assault,  the  prostrate  Genoese  implored  the 
clemency  of  their  sovereign.  The  defenceless  situation 
which  secured  their  obedience  exposed  them  to  the  at- 
tack of  their  Venetian  rivals,  who,  in  the  reign  of  the  elder 
Andronicus,  presumed  to  violate  the  majesty  of  the  throne. 
On  the  approach  of  their  fleets,  the  Genoese,  with  their  fam- 
ilies and  effects,  retired  into  the  city:  their  empty  habita- 
tions were  reduced  to  ashes;  and  the  feeble  prince,  who  had 
viewed  the  destruction  of  his  suburb,  expressed  his  resent- 
ment, not  by  arms,  but  by  ambassadors.  This  misfortune, 
however,  was  advantageous  to  the  Genoese,  who  obtained, 
and  imperceptibly  abused,  the  dangerous  license  of  sur- 
rounding Galata  with  a  strong  wall;  of  introducing  into  the 
ditch  the  waters  of  the  sea;  of  erecting  lofty  turrets;  and  of 
mounting  a  train  of  military  engines  on  the  rampart.  The 

•  PaehTmer  (I.  v,  c.  10)  very  properly  expUina  At^iovc  {ligios)  by  Aw.  Th« 
use  of  these  words  in  the  Greek  and  Latin  of  the  feudal  times  may  be  amp^ 
nndentood  Irom  the  GHotMiiM  ol  Duoing*  (Qma     fill.   Lfttin.  iv. 
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narrow  hounds  in  wlnek  they  had  been  circumsoribed  were 
insufficient  for  the  growing  oolonj;  each  day  they  acqnired 
some  addition  of  landed  property;  and  the  adjacent  hills 
wm  covered  with  their  villas  and  castles,  which  they  joined 
and  protected  by  new  fortifications.*'  The  navigation  and 
trade  d  the  Euxine  was  the  patrimony  of  the  Greek  em* 
peroia,  who  commanded  the  narrow  entrance,  the  gates,  as 
it  were,  of  that  inknd  sea.  In  the  reign  of  Michael  False- 
ologus,  their  prerogative  was  acknowledged  by  the  sultan 
of  Egypt,  who  solicited  and  obtained  the  liberty  of  sending 
an  annual  ship  for  the  purchase  of  slaves  in  Circassia  and 
the  Lesser  Tartary ;  a  liber^  pregnant  with  mischief  to  the 
Christian  cause,  since  these  youths  were  transformed  by 
education  and  discipline  into  the  formidable  Mamalukes.^ 
from  the  colony  of  Pera,  the  Genoese  engaged  with  superior 
advantage  in  the  lucrative  trade  of  the  Black  Sea;  and  their 
industry  supplied  the  Greeks  with  fish  and  com;  two  articles 
of  food  almost  equally  important  to  a  superstitions  people. 
Tho  spontaneous  bounty  ot  nature  appears  to  have  bestowed 
the  harvests  of  the  Ukraine,  tbe  produce  of  a  rude  and  sav- 
age husbandry;  and  the  endless  exportation  of  salt  fish  and 
caviar  is  annually  renewed  by  the  enormons  sturgeons  that 
are  caught  at  the  mouth  of  the  Don  or  Tanais,  in  their  last 
station  of  the  rich  mud  and  shallow  water  of  the  Maeotis.** 
The  waters  of  the  Oxus,  the  Caspian,  the  Volga,  and  the 
Don,  opened  a  rare  and  laborioui^  passage  for  the  gems  and 
spices  of  India;  and,  after  three  months'  march,  the  oam- 

*  The  establishmeut  and  pro^^eas  of  die  Genoese  at  Pera,  or  GaUta,  is 
described  by  Ducange  (C.  P.  Christiana,  I.  i.  pp.  68,  69)  from  tlie  Byzantine 
historians.  Pachym.  (1.  ii.  c.  35,  1.  v.  10,  30,  I.  ix.  16,  I.  xif.  6,  9),  Niceph, 
Oreg.  (L  V.  c.  4,  L  vi,  c  11,  L  ix.  c  5,  1.  xi.  c.  1,  1.  xv.  c.  1,  6),  and  Cantacuz. 
(I.  i.  c.  12.  1.  li.  c  29,  etc.). 

Both  Pachymer  (1.  iil.  c.  3,  4,  6)  and  Nic.  Greg.  (1-  c  understand 
and  deplore  the  ofToct^  of  this  dangerous  indulgence.  Bibars,  Hultau  of  Egypt, 
himself  a  Tartar,  but  a  devout  MuflBolmaa,  obtained  from  the  children  of  Zingis 
the  permiiiflion  to  build  a  statalj  aoaqm  ia  the  capital  c<  GrinMa(de  Qoignei, 
Hist,  des  Hun«.  iii.  .343). 

Cliardiii  (Voy.  en  Ferae,  i.  48)  was  assured  at  Oaffa  that  these  flshea  wef» 
eometimes  24  or  26  feet  kmg,  weighed  800  or  900  pounds,  and  yielded  three  or 
lour  quintals  of  caviar.  TIm  eon  ol  the  Bosphorua  had  aupptted  the  Athenians 
in  ths  lliMof  OanoilhsnMk 
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vans  of  Carizme  met  the  Italian  vesselfl  in  the  harbors  of 
Crimea."  These  various  branches  of  trade  were  monopo- 
lized by  the  diligence  and  power  of  the  Genoese.  Their 
rivals  of  Venice  and  Pisa  were  forcibly  expelled;  the  na- 
tives were  awed  by  the  castles  and  cities,  which  arose  on  the 
foundations  of  their  humble  factories;  and  their  principal 
establishment  of  Caffa"  was  besieged  without  effect  by  the 
Tartar  powers.  Destitute  of  a  navy,  the  Greeks  were  op- 
pressed by  these  haughty  merchants,  who  fed,  or  famished, 
Constantinople,  according  to  their  interest.  They  proceeded 
to  usurp  the  customs,  the  fishery,  and  even  the  toll,  of  the 
Bosphorus;  and  while  they  derived  from  these  objects  a 
revenue  of  200,000  pieces  of  gold,  a  remnant  of  80,000  was 
.  reluctantly  allowed  to  the  emj>eror. — Nic.  Gregoras,  1.  xvii. 
c.  1.  The  colony  of  Pera  or  Gahiti^  acted,  in  peace  and  war, 
as  an  independent  state;  and,  an  it  will  happen  in  distant 
Bcttlements,  the  Genoese  podesta  too  often  forgot  that  he 
was  the  servant  of  his  own  masters. 

These  usurpations  were  encouraged  by  the  weakness  of 
the  elder  Andronicus,  and  by  the  civil  wars  that  afflicted 
his  age  and  tlie  minority  of  his  grandson.  The  talents  of 
Cantacuzene  were  employed  to  the  ruin,  rather  than  the 
restoration,  of  the  empire;  and  after  liis  domestic  victory 
lie  was  condemned  to  an  ignominious  trial,  whether  the 
Greeks  or  tlie  Genoese  should  reign  in  Constantinople.  The 
merchants  of  Pera  were  offended  by  his  refusal  of  some  con- 
tiguous lands,  some  commanding  heights,  which  they  pro- 
posed to  cover  with  new  fortifications;  and  in  the  absence 
of  the  emperor,  who  was  detained  at  Demotica  by  sickness, 
they  ventured  (a.d.  1348)  to  brave  the  debility  of  a  female 
reign.    A  Byzantine  vessel,  which  had  })re8umed  to  fish  at 


*  De  Ouignes.  Hist  das  Huns,  iii.  343.  Viaggi  di  Bamusio,  i.  foL  400. 
Bat  this  land  or  water  oarriag«  could  only  be  praetioalile  whm  Tarlarjr  wat 
vailadinider  a  wise  and  powerful  niunarch. 

*  NiQ>  QnfuCL  xUL  c  12)  is  iudicioua  and  weU-informfld  oo  the  Uada  and 
coloiitai  of  liM  suMk  Saai.  Oufdm  dwerlhii  tfM  pnMDl  ndiw  of  CtM^  wb«i% 
In  fortj  dajB,  he  mw  aboff*  4M  mO  mmgkf^A  to  the  com  tad  flili  tads  (Tcy. 
•a  PefM^  i. 
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the  mouth  of  the  harbor,  was  sunk  by  these  audacious  stran- 
gers; the  fishermen  were  murdered.  Instead  of  suing  Uxt 
pardon,  the  Genoese  demanded  satisfaction;  required,  in  ft 
haughty  strain,  that  the  Greeks  should  renounce  the  exer- 
cise of  navigation;  and  encountered  with  regular  arms  the 
firat  sallies  of  the  popular  indignation.  They  instantly 
occupied  the  debatable  land;  and  by  the  labor  of  a  whole 
people,  of  either  sex  and  of  every  age,  the  wall  was  raised, 
and  the  ditch  was  sunk,  with  incredible  speed.  At  the  same 
time,  they  attacked  and  burned  two  Byzantine  galleys;  while 
the  three  others,  the  remainder  of  the  Imperial  navy,  escaped 
from  their  hands:  the  habitations  without  the  gates,  or  along 
the  shore,  were  pillaged  and  destroyed;  and  the  care  of  the 
regent,  of  the  empress  Irene,  was  confined  to  the  preserva- 
tion of  the  city.  The  return  of  Cantacuzene  dispelled  the 
public  consternation:  the  emperor  inclined  to  peaceful  coun- 
sels; but  he  yielded  to  the  obstinacy  of  his  enemies,  who 
rejected  all  reasonable  terms,  and  to  the  ardor  of  his  sub- 
jects, who  threatened,  in  the  style  of  Scripture,  to  break 
them  in  pieces  like  a  potter's  vessel.  Yet  they  reluctantly 
paid  the  taxes  that  he  imposed  for  the  construction  of  ships 
and  the  expenses  of  the  war;  and  as  the  two  nations  were 
masters,  the  one  of  the  land,  the  other  of  the  sea,  Constan- 
tinople and  Pera  were  pressed  by  the  evils  of  a  nmtnal  siege. 
The  merchants  of  the  colony,  who  had  believed  that  a  few 
days  would  terminate  the  war,  already  murmured  at  their 
losses;  the  succors  from  their  mother-country  were  delayed 
by  the  factions  of  Genoa;  and  the  most  cautious  embraced* 
the  opportunity  of  a  Rhodian  vessel  to  remove  their  families 
and  efiect^  from  the  scene  of  hostility.  In  the  spring  (a.d. 
1349),  the  Byzantine  lleet,  seven  galleys  and  a  train  of 
smaller  vessels,  issued  from  the  mouth  of  the  harbor,  and 
steered  in  a  single  line  along  the  shore  of  Pera;  unskilfully 
presenting  their  sides  to  the  beaks  of  the  adverse  squadron. 
The  crews  were  composed  of  peasants  and  mechanics;  nor 
was  their  ignorance  compensated  by  the  native  courage  of 
Barburiana;  the  wind  was  strong,  the  waves  were  rough; 
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and  BO  MKMMr  did  ike  Greeks  perceire  a  distant  and  iiuie- 
tive  enemy,  than  they  leaped  headlong  into  the  sea,  from  a 
doubtful  to  an  inevitabie  peril.  The  troops  that  marched 
to  the  attack  of  the  lines  ol  Fera  were  struck  at  the  same 

moment  with  a  similar  panic;  and  the  Genoese  were  aston* 
ished,  and  almost  ashamed,  at  their  double  victory.  Their 
triumphant  vessels,  crowned  with  flowers,  and  dragging 
after  them  the  captive  galleys,  repeatedly  passed  and  re- 
passed before  the  palace:  the  only  virtue  of  the  empenw 
was  patience;  and  the  hope  of  revenge  his  sole  consolation. 
Yet  the  distress  of  both  parties  interposed  a  temporary 
agreement;  and  the  shame  of  the  empire  was  disguised  by 
a  thin  veil  of  dignity  and  power.  Summoning  the  chiefs 
of  the  colony,  Cantacuzene  affected  to  despise  the  trivial 
object  of  the  debate,  and,  after  a  mild  reproof,  most  liber- 
ally granted  tlie  lands,  which  had  been  preTionslj  resigned 
to  the  seeming  custody  of  his  officers.*^ 

But  tlie  emperor  wan  soon  solicited  to  violate  the  treaty, 
and  to  join  his  arms  with  the  Venetians,  the  perpetual  ene- 
mies of  Genoa  and  her  colonies.  "While  he  compared  the 
reasons  of  peace  and  war,  his  moderation  was  provoked  by 
a  wanton  insult  of  the  inhabitants  of  Pcra,  who  discharged 
from  their  rampart  a  large  stone  that  fell  in  the  midst  of 
Constantinople.  On  his  just  complaint,  they  coldly  blamed 
the  imprudence  of  their  engineer;  but  the  next  day  the  in 
suit  was  repeated,  and  they  exulted  in  a  second  proof  that 
the  royal  city  was  not  beyond  the  reach  of  their  artillery. 
Cnntacuzrne  instantly  siL'ned  his  treaty  with  the  Venetians; 
but  the  weight  of  the  Koiiuin  empire  was  scarcely  felt  in  the 
balance  of  these  opulent  and  powerful  repul)lics.*'  From 
the  Straits  of  Gibraltar  to  the  mouth  of  the  Tanais,  their 
fleets  encountered  each  other  with  various  success ;  and  a 


The  events  of  this  war  arc  rel&ied  by  Caniacua.  (L  iv.  c.  11)  with  obecturitj 
and  ooDfuaion,  and  by  Nie.  Greg.  (1.  xriL  e.  1-1)  in  a  clear  and  honeat  narra* 
tive.    The  priest  was  less  re8|H)t>s»il)lf'  tlian  the  prince  for  llie  defeul  of  the  fleet. 

^  The  aeeoDd  war  ia  darkly  told  by  Cantaciw.  (L  if.  c  18,  pp.  24,  25,  3S- 
S2X  wiahM  to  dUguiae  wbat  hft  dtitt  not  dM^.  I  regru  ihia  part  of  Wa. 
6rag.  which  ii  aOII  in  1I&  at  Fult.. 
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memorable  battle  was  fought  (a.d.  1352,  Feb.  13)  in  the 
narrow  sea,  under  the  walls  of  Constantinople.  It  would 
not  be  an  easy  task  to  reconcile  the  accounts  of  the  Greeks, 
the  Venetians,  and  the  Genoese;**  and  while  I  depend  on  the 
narrative  of  an  impartial  historian,'*  I  shall  borrow  from  each 
nation  the  facts  that  redound  to  their  own  disgrace,  and  the 
honor  of  their  foes.  The  Venetians,  with  their  allies  the 
Catalans,  had  the  advantage  of  number;  and  their  fleet, 
with  the  poor  addition  of  eight  Byzantine  galleys,  amounted 
to  seventy-five  sail:  the  Genoese  did  not  exceed  sixty-four; 
but  in  those  times  their  ships  of  war  were  distinguished  by 
the  superiority  of  their  size  and  strength.  The  names  and 
families  of  their  naval  commanders,  Pisani  and  Doria,  are 
illustrious  in  the  annals  of  their  country ;  but  the  personal 
merit  of  the  former  was  eclipsed  by  the  fame  and  abilities 
of  his  rival.  They  engaged  in  tempestuous  weather;  and 
the  tumultuary  conflict  was  continued  from  the  dawn  to  the 
extinction  of  light.  The  enemies  of  the  Genoese  applaud 
their  prowess;  the  friends  of  the  Venetians  are  dissatisfied 
with  their  behavior;  but  all  parties  agree  in  praising  the 
ekill  and  boldness  of  the  Catalans,  who,  with  many  wounds, 
sustained  the  brunt  of  the  action.  On  the  separation  of  titie 
fleets,  the  event  might  appear  doubtful;  but  the  thirteen 
Genoese  galleys  that  had  been  sunk  or  taken  were  com- 
pensated by  a  double  loss  of  the  allies;  of  fourteen  Vene- 
tians, ten  Catalans,  and  two  Greeks;  and  even  the  grief  of 
the  conquerors  expressed  the  assurance  and  habit  of  more 
decisive  victories.  Pisani  confessed  his  defeat,  by  retiring 
into  a  fortified  harbor,  from  whence,  under  the  pretext  of 
the  orders  of  the  senate,  he  steered  with  a  broken  and  flying 
squadron  for  the  isle  of  Candia,  and  abandoned  to  his  rivals 


^  Vnrat  (Ann.  d*Ital.  zii.  144)  refers  to  the  moet  ancient  Chronicles  of 
TooioB  (CarraiDus,  the  coattanator  of  Andrew  Daodulus,  xii.  421)  and  Genoa 
(George  Stella,  Ann.  Geniienflefl,  xrii.  1091);  both  of  which  I  haTtt  diligODtlf 
consulted  in  hia  great  C!ollcc'i>oii  of  the  Histonaoa  of  Italy. 

Chron.  of  Matteo  Yillani  of  Florenoa^  L  U.  e.  69,  W,  ppu  14(-UT,  e.  H 
f  6»  ppw  IM,  IftT,  in  Muiat  OoUaol.  jdr. 
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the  sovereignty  of  the  sea.    In  a  public  epistle,"  addressed 

to  the  doge  and  senate,  Petrarch  employs  his  eloquence  to 
reconcile  the  maritime  powers,  the  two  luminaries  of  Italy. 
The  orator  celebrates  the  valor  and  victory  of  the  Genoese, 
the  first  of  men  in  the  exercise  of  naval  war:  he  drops  a  tear 
on  the  misfortunes  of  their  Venetian  brethren;  but  he  ex- 
horts them  to  pursue  with  fire  and  sword  the  base  and  per- 
fidious Greeks;  to  purge  the  metropolis  of  the  East  from 
the  heresy  with  which  it  was  infected.  Deserted  by  their 
friends,  the  Greeks  were  incapable  of  resistance;  and  three 
months  after  the  battle  (Mmv  6),  the  emperor  Cantacuzene 
solicited  and  subscribed  a  treaty,  which  forever  banished 
the  Venetians  and  Catalans,  and  granted  to  the  Genoese  a 
monopoly  of  trade,  and  almost  a  right  of  dominion.  The 
Roman  empire  (I  smile  in  transcribing  the  name)  might  sooa 
have  sunk  into  a  province  of  Genoa,  if  the  ambition  of  the 
republic  had  not  been  checked  by  the  ruin  of  her  freedom 
and  naval  power.  A  long  contest  of  one  hundred  and  thirty 
years  was  determined  by  the  triumph  of  Venice;  and  the 
factions  of  the  Genoese  compelled  them  to  seek  for  domestic 
])e:ice  under  the  protection  of  a  foreign  lord,  the  duke  of 
Milan,  or  the  French  king.  Yet  the  spirit  of  eoinmerce  sur- 
vived that  of  conquest;  and  the  colony  of  Pera  still  awed 
the  capital  and  navigated  the  Euxine.  till  it  was  involved 
by  the  Turks  in  the  final  servitude  of  Constantinople  itself. 


The  «bli^  de  Bade  (Mem.  sur  la  Vie  de  Petraraue,  iii.  267)  translates  this 
toner,  whicli  tie  tad  eofpfed  from  a  Wk  in  tihe  kiii«rof  Fratiee*8  libraiy.  Thou^ 

a  servant  of  tho  duke  of  ililnn,  Petrarch  pours  forth  hia  aBlonishtnent  and  grisf 
as  the  defeat  aad  deapair  gX  the  Qeooese  ia  the  following  year  (pp.  323-333). 


Digitized  by  Copgle 


OF  TBE  ROMAN  MMPOM 


m 


CHAPTEB  LXIY 

Conquests  of  Zingis  Khan  and  the  Afogub  from  China  to 
Poland — Escape  of  Constantinople  and  the  Greeks — Ori- 
gin of  the  Ottoman  Turks  in  Bithynia — Reigns  and  Victo- 
ries of  Othman,  Orchan,  AmuratJi  the  Firsts  and  Bajazet 
the  First — Foundation  and  Progress  of  the  Turkish  Mon- 
archy in  Asia  and  Eurojpe — Danger  of  Constantinople  and 
the  Greek  Empire 

FROM  the  petty  quarrels  of  a  city  and  her  suburbs^ 
from  the  cowardice  and  discord  of  the  falling  Greeks, 
I  shall  now  ascend  to  the  victorious  Turks;  whose 
domestic  slavery  was  ennobled  by  martial  discipline,  relig- 
ious enthusiasm,  and  the  energy  of  the  national  character. 
The  rise  and  progress  of  the  Ottomans,  the  present  sover- 
eigns of  Constantinople,  are  connected  with  tlie  most  impor- 
tant scenes  of  modern  history:  but  they  are  founded  on  a 
previous  knowledge  of  the  great  eruption  of  the  Moguls  and 
Tartars;  whose  rapid  conquests  may  be  compared  with  the 
primitive  convulsions  of  nature,  which  have  agitated  and 
altered  the  surface  of  the  globe.  I  have  long  since  asserted 
my  claim  to  introduce  the  nations,  the  immediate  or  remote 
authors  of  the  fall  of  the  Roman  empire;  nor  can  I  refuse 
myself  to  those  events,  which,  from  their  uncommon  mag- 
nitude, will  interest  a  philosophic  mind  in  the  history  of 
blood.' 

From  the  spacious  highlands  between  China,  Siberia,  and 
the  Caspian  Sea,  the  tide  of  emigration  and  war  has  repeat- 
edly been  poured.  These  ancient  seats  of  the  Iluns  and 
Turks  were  occupied  in  the  twelfth  century  by  many  pas- 

*  The  reader  is  incited  to  review  the  chapters  of  the  preceding  volumes;  the 
BUMn  ol  pastoiml  MUooa,  the  oooquesta  ot  AttUa  aud  th«  Huns,  which  wer* 
MBMMdttiatimwbMiIiBiertrfoed  tbt  wtab,  nth«r  thaa  tiMhope,  U.  oon- 
danng  tataloij. 
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toral  tribes,  of  the  same  descent  and  similar  manners,  which 

were  united  and  (a.d.  1206-1227)  led  to  conquest  by  the 
formidable  Zingis.  In  his  ascent  to  greatness,  that  Barba- 
rian (whose  private  appellation  was  Tenuigin)  had  trampled 
on  the  necks  of  his  equals.  His  birth  was  noble;  but  it  was 
in  the  pride  of  victory  that  the  prince  or  people  deduced 
his  seventh  ancestor  from  the  immaculate  conception  of  a 
virgin.  His  father  had  reigned  over  thirteen  hord(!S,  which 
composed  about  thirty  or  forty  thousand  families:  above 
two-thirds  refused  to  pay  tithes  or  obedience  to  his  infant 
son;  and  at  the  age  of  thirteen,  Tenuigin  fought  a  battle 
agaiiLst  his  rebellious  subjects.  The  future  conqueror  of 
Asia  was  reduced  to  fly  and  to  obey:  l)ut  lie  rose  superior 
to  his  fortune,  and  in  his  fortieth  Y<^'ar  he  hud  est;iblished 
his  fame  and  dominion  over  the  eirrunijacent  tribes.  In  a 
state  of  society,  in  which  policy  is  rude  and  valor  is  univer- 
sal, the  ascendant  of  one  man  must  be  founded  on  his  power 
and  resolution  to  punish  his  enemies  and  recompense  his 
friends.  His  first  military  league  was  ratified  by  the  simple 
rites  of  sacrificing  a  horse  and  tasting  of  a  running  stream: 
Temugin  pledged  himself  to  divide  with  his  followers  the 
sweets  and  the  bitters  of  life;  and,  when  he  had  shared 
among  them  his  horses  and  apparel,  he  was  rich  in  their 
gratitude  and  his  own  hopes.  After  his  first  victory,  he 
placed  seventy  caldrons  on  the  fire,  and  seventy  of  the  most 
guilty  rebels  were  cast  headlong  into  the  boiling  water. 
The  sphere  of  his  attraction  was  continually  enlarged  by 
the  ruin  of  the  proud  and  the  submission  of  the  prudent; 
and  the  bol<lest  chieftains  might  tremble,  when  they  beheld, 
enciiased  in  silver,  the  skull  of  the  khan  of  the  Kcraitcs;' 
who,  under  the  name  of  Prester  John,  had  corresponded 
with  the  Roman  pontiil  and  the  princes  of  Euroj)e.  The 
ambition  of  Temugin  condescended  to  employ  the  arts  of 

*  Tin  khans  of  til*  KeniiteH  were  moet  prohRblr  incapable  of  reading  tto 
poTnpoun  epifUcH  comp<^sed  in  tlieir  nume  ty  the  Noftorian  missionRriea.  wlio 
endowed  them  with  the  fabuloua  wonders  of  an  ludiaa  kingdom.  PeroafM  theaa 
TtHtan  (tlM  PtMbjtw  or  PrieBt  John)  had  aubmitted  to  ItolilM  ol  taptfm  ni 
ontinattai  (Awemann.  BiUiot.  Qritnt.  iii.  P.  iL  487). 
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wiperstition;  and  it  was  from  a  naked  prophet,  who  could 
ascend  to  heaven  on  a  wliit<^  horse,  that  he  accepted  the 
title  of  Zingis,*  the  most  great;  and  a  divine  right  to 
the  conquest  and  dominion  of  the  earth.  In  a  general 
couroultai,  or  diet,  he  was  seated  on  a  felt,  which  was 
long  afterward  revered  as  a  relic,  and  solemnly  pro- 
claimed great  khan,  or  emperor,  of  the  Moguls*  and  Tar- 
tars.* Of  these  kindred,  though  rival,  names,  the  former 
had  given  birtli  to  the  Imperial  race;  and  the  latter  has 
been  extended,  by  accident  or  error,  over  the  spacious 
wilderness  of  the  north. 

The  code  of  laws  which  Zingia  dictated  to  his  subjects 
was  adapted  to  the  preservation  of  domestic  peace,  and  the 
exercise  of  forciLm  hostility.  The  punishment  of  death  was 
inflicted  on  the  crimes  of  adultery,  murder,  perjury,  and  the 
capital  thefts  of  a  horse  or  ox;  and  the  fiercest  of  men  were 
mild  and  just  in  their  intercourse  with  each  other.  The 
future  election  of  the  great  khan  was  vested  in  the  princes 
of  his  family  and  the  heads  of  tlie  tribes;  and  the  regula- 
tions of  the  chase  were  essential  to  the  pleasures  and  plenty 
of  a  Tartar  camp.  The  victorious  nation  was  held  sacred 
from  all  servile  labors,  which  were  abandoned  to  slaves  and 
strangers;  and  every  labor  was  servile  except  the  profession 
of  arms.  The  service  and  discipline  of  the  troops,  who  were 
armed  with  bows,  cimeters,  and  iron  maces,  and  divided  by 
hundreds,  thousands,  and  ten  thousands,  were  the  institu- 
tions of  a  veteran  commander.    £ach  ofiu^er  and  soldier  was 

*  Since  the  history  and  tragedy  of  ydt^re^  Otm§ia,  at  least  tn  Frendi,  leemi 

to  be  the  morp  fashionable  spelling:  but  Abulghazi  Kti;in  mtist  havo  known 
ihe  true  name  of  his  ancestor.  His  etjTDolo|^  appears  just:  Zin,  in  the  Mogul 
tSBgue,  sigaUte  ^nai,  and  ^It  the  aopovl^ve  tenohaHoo  (Iflek  Oeneil.  dee 
Veters.  part  til.  p.  194).  From  the  saoM  ide»el  BBgnitode^  the  appeUeties  of 
Kngia  in  bestowed  on  the  ocean. 

*  The  nana  of  Mogate  has  prsTailed  among  the  Orfentala,  and  etfll  adharaa 
to  the  titular  noveieign,  the  Great  Mofftil.  of  Hindostan. 

*  The  Tartars  {mom  properly  Tatars)  were  descended  fhm  Tatar  Khan, 
the  brother  of  Mogul  Khan  (see  Abulghasi,  part  L  sad  ii.),  and  oooe  formed 
a  horde  of  70,000  families  on  the  borders  of  Kitay  (pp.  103-1 12).  In  tlie  great 
faivaaion  of  Europe  (a.d.  1238),  they  seem  to  have  led  the  vanguard;  aad  the 
ifanilitQde  of  the  name  of  TimimHtwmmm^  thtfei  Th«m  I»  tlw  Laltaa 
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made  responsible,  under  pain  of  death,  for  the  safety  and 
houor  of  his  companions ;  and  the  spirit  of  conquest  breathed 
in  the  law,  that  peace  should  never  be  granted  unless  to  a 
vanquished  and  8U})pliant  enemy.  But  it  is  the  religion  of 
Zingis  that  best  deserves  our  wonder  and  applause.  The 
Catholic  inquisitors  of  Europe,  who  defended  nonsense  by 
cruelty,  might  have  been  confounded  by  the  example  of  a 
Barbanan,  who  anticipated  the  lessons  of  philosophy/  and 
established  by  his  laws  a  system  of  pure  theism  and  perfect 
toleration.  His  first  and  only  article  of  faith  was  the  exist- 
ence of  one  God,  the  author  of  all  good;  who  tills  by  his 
presence  the  heavens  and  earth,  which  he  has  created  by 
bis  power.  The  Tartars  and  Moguls  were  addicted  to  the 
idols  of  their  peculiar  tribes;  and  many  of  them  had  been 
converted  by  the  foreign  missionaries  to  the  religions  of 
Moses,  of  Mahomet,  and  of  Christ.  These  various  systems 
in  freedom  and  concord  were  taught  and  practiced  within 
the  precincLs  of  the  same  camp;  and  tlie  Bonze,  the  Imaum, 
the  Kabbi,  the  Nestoriau  and  the  Latin  priest,  enjoyed  the 
same  honorable  exemption  from  service  and  tribute:  in 
the  mosque  of  Bochara,  the  insolent  victor  might  trample 
the  Koran  under  his  horse's  feet,  but  the  calm  legislator 
respected  the  prophets  and  pontiffs  of  the  most  hostile  sects. 
The  reason  of  Zingis  was  not  informed  by  books;  the  khan 
could  neither  read  nor  write;  and,  except  the  tribe  of  the 
Igours,  the  greater  part  of  the  Moguls  and  Tartars  were  as 
illiterate  as  their  sovereign.  The  memory  of  their  exploits 
was  preserved  by  tradition:  sixty-eight  years  after  the  death 
of  Zingis,  these  traditions  were  collected  and  transcribed;^ 

•  A  singular  conformity  may  be  found  between  the  religiouB  laws  of  Zingia 
Khaa  and  of  Mr.  Locke  Conatitutiona  ol  CArolina,  Works,  iv.  636.  4io  ed.  1777k 

*  Td  ^t»  jmr  1294.  by  tl»  oomaumd  of  Oumi.  khan  of  Penrfa,  the  fourth  m 
descent  from  Zineia,  From  thMO  traditions,  liini  vi/.ior  FHdlalltiJi  composed  a 
Mogul  history  m  tho  Persiui  hmgnafe,  which  haa  been  uaed  by  Petit  de  la  Croix 
(Qtot  do  OouKhizcan,  p.  637).  The  RM.  OoneaL  dea  Tatars  (i  Leydo,  17S6, 
llmo,  2  (oni.)  was  translated  by  tho  Swedish  prisoners  in  SilM-ria  from  the  Mogtil 
MB.  of  Abulghaai  Bahadur  Khan,  a  deaoeudaAt  ol.Ziagia,  who  reigned  over  tho 
Utbedn  of  Oharana,  or  Oariamt  (A.D.  1644-166B).  Ho  to  of  moot  ndoo  and 
erorlit  for  the  names,  podiprees,  and  manners  of  hiB  nation.    Of  hia  nine  parts, 

'   the  ut  deaconds  Irom  Adam  to  Mogul  Khaas  tbe  iid,  irom  Mogul  (o  Zia^i  tte 


Digitized  by  Google 


or  TBE  ROmAN  MMPIhE 


308 


tbe  brerity  of  their  domestic  annals  may  be  supplied  by 
the  Chinese,"  Persians,'  Armenians,'*  Syrians,"  Arabians," 
Greeks,"  Kussians,'*  Poles,'*  Hungarians,"  and  Latins;'' 

tiid,lit]ielifeafZiiig1a;  th«lTlli.  Tth.  vttlvw4vltth.tiMgtDflnl  biMoty^CUi 

four  sons,  and  ihoir  po!4U'rity;  the  viiiih  and  ixth,  the  particalar  history  oftbB 
dtwendtnta  at  Sbcibaui  Khan,  who  reigiMd  ia  MMirenaharMd  Ch»r»am. 

*  Hiat  de  CkHitehisewi,  at  de  Unite  Ik  Oian^dfla  Moogoiw  mm  SnocMMani, 

Conquoranfl  do  la  Chine;  liree  de  ITIisl.  de  la  Chine,  par  lo  R.  P.  Gaubil,  do  la 
Soo.  de  Jcaua,  Mission,  a  Pekiog;  i  Patm,  173d,  4ta  Thto  tranaktioa  is  atauiped 
with  the  Cliinese  characier  of  domwtio  aecumcj  and  Ibceign  iguocucau 

•  Ilist.  du  Grand  Genghizcan,  prem.  Erap.  dcs  M-'l'<»!.'^  ct  Tariarea,  par  M. 
iMli  de  ia  Craiz,  i  Piriii,  I  HQ,  12bio:  »  work  of  ten  years'  labor,  ehiefly  diMni 
litan  the  Feraiaa  wiilen,  among  wkqpi  Niaavi,  the  aaoelary  of  aultaa  Oehda^ 
din,  hits  the  merit  and  prfjndioes  of  a  eon  temporary.  A  Hlight  air  of  romance 
IB  the  fault  o£  the  originala,  or  the  compiler.  See  likewise  the  articlee  ol 
Genghizcan^  Mohammed,  OMeikUn,  eie.,  in  tha  BibUo.  Orient,  ol  d*Herbalot 

'*  ffaithoniis,  or  Ailhoims,  an  Armenian  prince,  ami  ufterward  a  monk  of 
PMmontre  (ii'abric.  Bibiio.  Lat.  Med.  ^v.  i.  34),  dictated,  ia  the  French  langiiagey 
hte  book  de  Tartaria.  hid  old  feUow-soIdiers.  It  was  inunadiateiy  tranalatai  infee 
Ifttfn,  and  is  in<^erlt*(l  in  ?ho  Xovuh  Orbisof  Sirnon  nrynieuH  (Basil,  1555,  ful.). 

Slogis  Khan,  and  his  flrst  successors,  occupy  tlie  conciusioaof  the  ixtk 
Dynasty  of  i^bulpharag.  (vera.  Pocock,  Qxon.  1663,  Alo);  and  his  xth  Ufaam^ 
is  that  of  the  Moguls  of  PcTsiiu  Asseraannns  (Bibiio.  Orient,  ii.)  has  extracted 
aome  faces  from  his  Syriac  writiiiga,  and  the  livea  of  the  Jacobite  maphnuas,  or 
primates  of  the  East. 

Among  tlici  Arabians,  in  language  and  religion,  we  nuiy  distinguish  Abul- 
feda,  s  iltan  of  Hamah  ia  Syria,  who  fbught  in  peraon,  under  the  Mamaluica 
Btandard,  againat  the  Moguia. 

'*  Nicoph.  Grog.  (1.  ii.  c  5,  6)  haa  felt  the  nere.snity  of  connecting  the 
Scythian  and  Byzantine  histories.  He  describes  with  truth  and  elegance  the 
iettlement  and  mannani  of  the  MoguLs  of  Persia*  but  he  la  ignocant  af  diair 

origin,  and  cornip?^?  tlio  names  of  Zingis  and  his  pons. 

'*  M.  Levesquo  (Hist.  deKussie,  ii.)  haa  described  tlie  conquest  of  Russia  by 
the  Tartars,  from  the  patriarch  Nicon«  and  the  old  chronicles. 

For  Po!a!i<l,  I  am  content  with  ihe  ?;irinatia  A^i^lliea  et  EuroiK-aof  Matthew 
A  Mictiuu,  or  de  Michovii,  a  canoo  and  physiciaa  of  Cracow  (a.b.  1606),  inserted 
in  the  NoTua  Orhia  of  Gryanab   Eabrie.  BtbUa  Latin,  lied,  et  Ihllm.  MMk, 
56. 

I  should  quote  Thuroczius,  the  oldest  general  historian  (pars  ii.  c.  74,  p. 
150),  in  the  ist  vol.  of  the  Script.  Ber.  Hungar.,  did  aot  the  aame  volnBe  oui* 

tain  thn  original  narrativn  of  a  contemporary,  an  eye  witncHP,  and  a  sufferer 
(M.  Hogerii.  llungari,  Varadienais  Capituli  Canonici,  Carmen  miserabile,  sett 
Hist,  super  Dcstruct.  Keg.  Hungar.  Temporibus  Belss  lY.  Regis  per  TartMMi 
facta,  pp.  -202  :r2i):  i)>e  best  lecture  that  I  have  ever  aaen  of  all  the  circum- 
stances of  a  barl)aric  invasion. 

*'  Matthew  Paris  has  represented,  from  authentic  documents,  the  danger  aad 
distress  of  Kiimpe  (consult  the  word  TivUiri  in  his  copious  Index).  From  mo- 
tires  of  zeal  and  curiosity,  the  court  of  the  Great  Khan,  in  the  xiiith  century, 
was  visited  by  two  friars,  John  de  Piano  Carpini,  and  William  Rubruquis,  and 
by  Marco  Poio,  a  Venetian  gentleman.  The  Latin  relations  of  the  two  fomrar 
are  int^crted  in  the  Ist  vol.  Of  Haclriuyt;  the  Italian  original  or  version  of  the 
lUrd  ^'abrie.  BIUI*.  Itfltab  Mad.  Mf,      MS.     »)  aagrbe  fsanAIn  the  iid 
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and  each  nation  will  desenre  otodit  in  the  relation  of  their 

own  disasters  and  defeats.'* 

The  arms  of  Zingis  and  his  lieutenants  successively 
reduced  the  hordes  of  the  desert,  who  pitched  tlieir  tents 
between  the  wall  of  China  and  the  Volga;  and  the  Mogul 
emperor  became  the  monarch  of  the  pastoral  world,  the  lord 
of  many  millions  of  shepherds  and  soldiers,  who  felt  their 
united  strength,  and  were  impatient  to  rush  on  the  mild  and 
wealthy  climates  of  the  south.  His  ancestors  had  been  the 
tributaries  of  the  Chinese  emperors;  and  Temugin  himself 
had  been  disgraced  by  a  title  of  honor  and  servitude.  The 
court  of  Pekin  was  astonished  by  an  embassy  from  its  former 
vassal,  who,  in  the  tone  of  the  king  of  nations,  exacted  the 
tribute  and  obedience  which  he  had  paid,  and  who  affected 
to  treat  the  son  of  heaven  as  the  most  contemptible  of  man- 
kind. A  haughty  answer  disguised  their  secret  apprehen- 
eions;  and  their  fears  were  soon  justified  (a.d.  1210-1214) 
by  the  march  of  innumerable  squadrons,  who  pierced  on  all 
sides  the  feeble  rampart  of  the  great  wall.  Ninety  cities 
were  stormed,  or  starved,  by  the  Moguls;  ten  only  escaped; 
and  Zingis,  from  a  knowledge  of  the  filial  piety  of  the  Chi- 
nese, covered  his  vanguard  with  their  captive  parents;  an 
unworthy,  and  by  degrees  a  fruitless,  abuse  of  the  virtue 
of  his  enemies.  His  invasion  was  supported  by  the  re- 
volt of  100,000  Khitans,  who  guarded  the  frontier:  yet  he 
listened  to  a  treaty;  and  a  princess  of  China,  8,000  liorses, 
500  youths  and  as  many  virgins,  and  a  tribute  of  gold  and 
silk,  were  the  price  of  his  retreat.  In  his  second  expedi- 
tion, he  compelled  the  Chinese  emperor  to  retire  beyond  the 
Yellow  River  to  a  more  southern  residence.  The  siege  of 
Pekin'*  was  long  and  laborious:  the  inhabitants  were  re- 

Id  his  grMt  HistoTf  of  the  Huos.  M.  de  Ouignes  baa  most  amply  treated 
of  Zingis  Khan  and  his  successors ;  iii.  I.  xv.-xix.  and  in  the  collateral  articloH  of 
the  Seljukums  of  Bourn,  ii.  L  xi.,  the  C&rizmiaua,  I  ziv..  and  the  Mamalukes, 
It.  L  zxi.:  eonsnlt  likewise  the  tables  of  the  Itt  vol.  He  is  ever  letmed  and 
accurate;  yet  I  am  only  indebted  lo  him  for  a  general  rieir,  and  some  iminiil 
of  Abulfeda,  which  are  still  latent  in  ihe  Arabic  text. 

'*  Mart  piO|Ntrij  Ttn-kingt  an  ancient  city,  whose  ruina  still  appear  some 
fniloDgi  to  tlw  MQtlMMt  Of  the  modmi  Ftkim,  which  ww  buUt  fc^  OubW 
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duced  by  famine  to  decimate  and  devonr  their  fellow-citi- 
zens; when  their  ammunition  was  spent,  they  discharged 
ingota  of  gold  and  silver  from  their  engines;  but  the  Moguls 
introduced  a  mine  to  the  centre  of  the  capital;  and  the  con- 
flagration of  the  palace  burned  above  thirty  days.  China 
was  desolated  by  Tartar  war  and  domestic  faction;  and  the 
five  northern  provinces  were  added  to  the  empire  of  Zingis. 

In  the  West  (a. D.  1218-1224),  he  touched  the  dominions 
of  Mohammed,  sultan  of  Carizme,  who  reigned  from  the  Per- 
sian Gulf  to  the  borders  of  India  and  Turkestan;  and  who, 
in  the  proud  imitation  of  Alexander  the  Great,  forgot  the 
servitude  and  ingratitude  of  his  fathers  to  the  house  of  Sel- 
juk.  It  was  the  wish  of  Zingis  to  establish  a  friendly  and 
commercial  intercourse  with  the  most  powerful  of  the  Mos- 
lem princes;  nor  could  he  be  tempted  by  the  secret  solicita- 
tions of  the  caliph  of  Bagdad,  who  sacrificed  to  his  personal 
wrongs  the  safety  of  the  church  and  state.  A  rash  and 
inhuman  deed  provoked  and  justified  the  Tartar  arms  in 
the  invasion  of  the  southern  Asia.  A  caravan  of  three 
ambassadors  and  one  hundred  and  fifty  merchants  was 
arrested  and  murdered  at  Otrar,  by  the  command  of  Mo- 
hammed; nor  was  it  till  after  a  demand  and  denial  of  jus-, 
tice,  till  he  had  prayed  and  fasted  three  nights  on  a  moun- 
tain, that  the  Mogul  emperor  appealed  to  the  judgment  of 
God  and  his  sword.  Our  European  battles,  says  a  philo- 
sophic writer,"  are  petty  skirmishes,  if  compared  to  the 
numbers  that  have  fou<iht  and  fallen  in  the  fields  of  Asia. 
Seven  hundred  thousand  Moguls  and  Tartars  are  said  to 
have  marched  under  the  standard  of  Zingis  and  his  four 
sons.  In  the  vast  plains  that  extend  to  the  north  of  the 
Sihon  or  Jaxartes  they  were  encountered  by  400,000  sol- 
diers of  the  sultan;  and  in  the  first  battle,  which  was  sus- 


Khan  (Gaubil.  p.  146).  Pe  king  and  Nan- king  are  vagve  tiUeSb  the  court! 
«f  tho  north  and  of  the  south.  The  identity  and  change  flf  BMDMpeiplex  Ihe 
moeC  skilful  rradprv  nf  tho  Chinese  preoffraphy  (p.  177). 

**  Yolurire,  Kaaai  8ur  I'BiHt.  Qenerale,  iii.  e.  60,  p.  8.  Hie  eoconU  o<  Zingis 
and  the  Moguls  eonteins  i«  iiml  modi  fleMnl  mom  and  trad^  with  eome 

^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
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pended  by  the  night,  160,000  Curizmians  were  slain.  Mo- 
hammed was  astonished  by  the  multitude  and  valor  of  his 
enemies:  he  withdrew  from  the  scene  of  danger,  and  distrib- 
uted his  troops  in  the  frontier  towns,  trusting  that  tlie  Bar- 
barians, invincible  in  the  field,  would  be  repulsed  by  the 
length  and  difficulty  of  so  many  regular  sieges.  But  the 
prudence  of  Zingis  had  formed  a  body  of  Chinese  engineers, 
skilled  in  the  mechanic  arts,  informed  perhaps  of  the  secret 
of  gunpowder,  and  capable,  under  his  discipline,  of  attack- 
ing a  foreign  country  with  more  vigor  and  success  than  they 
had  defended  their  own.  The  Persian  historians  will  relate 
the  sieges  and  reduction  of  Otrar,  Cogende,  Bochara,  Samar- 
cand,  Carizme,  Herat,  Merou,  Nisabour,  Balch,  and  Canda- 
har;  and  the  conquest  of  the  rich  and  populous  countries  of 
Transoxiana,  Carizme,  and  Chorasan.  The  destructive  hos- 
tilities of  Attila  and  the  Huns  have  long  since  been  eluci- 
dated by  the  example  of  Zingis  and  the  Moguls;  and  in  this 
more  proper  place  I  shall  be  content  to  observe,  that,  from 
the  Caspian  to  the  Indus,  they  ruined  a  tract  of  many  hun- 
dred miles,  which  was  adorned  with  the  habitations  and 
labors  of  mankind,  and  that  five  centuries  have  not  been 
sufficient  to  repair  the  ravages  of  four  years.  The  Mogul 
emperor  encouraged  or  indulged  the  fury  of  his  troops:  the 
hope  of  future  possession  was  lost  in  the  ardor  of  rapine  and 
slaughter;  and  the  cause  of  the  war  exasperated  their  native 
fierceness  by  the  pretence  of  justice  and  revenge.  The 
downfall  and  death  of  the  sultan  Mohammed,  who  eacpired, 
unpitied  and  alone,  in  a  desert  island  of  the  Oiepiaa  Sea, 
is  a  poor  atonement  for  the  calamitieB  of  wluoh  he  was  the 
author.  Could  the  Carizmian  empire  h«F6  heen  saved  by  a 
single  hero,  it  would  have  been  saved  by  his  son  Gelaledi&n, 
whose  active  valor  repeatedly  cheeked  the  Moguls  in  the 
career  of  victory.  Betreating,  as  he  fought,  to  the  banks 
of  the  Indus,  he  was  oppiessed  by  their  innnmevable  hoet, 
till,  in  the  last  moment  of  despair,  Gelaleddin  spurred  his 
hoise  into  the  waves,  swam  one  of  ^e  broadest  and  most 
vapid  rivns  of  Asia,  and  extorted  tbe  admiration  and  ap- 
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plause  of  Zingis  himself.  It  was  in  this  camp  that  the  Mogul 
conqueror  yielded  with  reluctance  to  the  murmurs  of  his 
weary  and  wealthy  troops,  who  sighed  for  the  enjoyment 
of  their  native  land.  Encumbered  with  the  spoils  of  Asia, 
he  slowly  measured  back  his  footsteps,  betrayed  some  pity 
for  the  misery  of  the  vanquished,  and  declared  his  intention 
of  rebuilding  the  cities  which  had  been  swept  away  by  the 
tempest  of  his  arms.  After  he  had  repassed  the  Oxus  and 
Jaxartes,  he  was  joined  by  two  generals,  whom  he  had  de- 
taclied  with  30,000  horse  to  subdue  the  western  provinces 
of  Persia.  They  had  trampled  on  the  nations  which  op- 
posed their  passage,  penetrated  through  the  gates  of  Der- 
bend,  traversed  the  Volga  and  the  Desert,  and  accomplislied 
the  circuit  of  the  Caspian  Sea,  by  an  expedition  which  had 
never  been  attempted,  and  has  never  been  repeated.  The 
return  of  Zingis  was  signalized  by  the  overthrow  of  the  re- 
bellious or  independent  kingdoms  of  Tartary;  and  he  died 
(a.d.  1227)  in  the  fulness  of  years  and  glory,  with  his  last 
breath  exhorting  and  instructing  his  sons  to  achieve  the 
conquest  of  the  Chinese  empire. 

The  harem  of  Zingis  was  composed  of  five  hundred  wives 
and  concubines;  and  of  his  numerous  progeny,  four  sons, 
illustrious  by  their  birth  and  merit,  exercised  under  their 
father  the  principal  offices  of  peace  and  war.  Toushi  was 
his  great  huntsman,  Zagatai"  his  judge,  Octal  his  minister, 
and  Tuli  liis  general;  and  their  names  and  actions  are  often 
conspicuous  in  the  history  of  his  conquests.  Firmly  united 
for  their  own  and  the  public  interest,  three  of  the  brothers 
and  their  families  were  content  with  dependent  sceptres;  and 
Octai,  by  general  consent,  was  proclaimed  great  khan,  or 
em])eror  of  the  Moguls  and  Tartars.  He  was  succeeded 
by  his  son  Gayuk,  after  wliose  death  the  empire  devolved 
to  his  cousins  Mangou  and  Cublai,  the  sons  of  Tuli,  and 

Zagaui  gavo  liia  naraft  to  his  dominions  of  Maurenahar,  or  TranHoxians; 
ftnd  the  Moguls  of  iiindoBtan.  who  eoiignaed  from  that  couatry,  »ro  stjled 
Ztgatais  hy  %b»  Psnhms.   Tfc^  c«rtete  tyology,  and  tlM  rinUar  «ainpto  of 

Uzbeck,  No^ai,  etc.,  may  warn  ua  not alMMllMif  to  fCjOOl  tilO  dsiifllloai  OC  % 
nartonai,  boon  a  poraonal,  name. 


Digitized  by  Copgle 


THE  DEOUHE  AND  FALL 


the  grandsons  of  Zingis.  In  the  sixty -eight  years  (a.d. 
1227-1295)  of  his  first  foiur  successors,  the  Mogul  subdued 
nlmost  all  Asia,  and  a  large  j^ortiun  of  Europe.  "Without 
confining  myself  to  the  order  of  time,  without  expatiating 
on  tiie  detail  of  events,  I  shall  present  a  general  picture  of 
the  progress  of  their  arms;  I.  In  the  East;  11.  In  the  Southj 
III.  In  the  West;  and  IV.  In  the  North. 

T.  Before  the  invasion  of  Zmgis,  China  was  divided  into 
two  empires  or  dynasties  of  the  North  and  South;"  and  the 
difierence  of  origin  and  interest  was  smoothed  by  a  general 
conformity  of  laws,  language,  and  national  manners.  The 
Northern  empire,  which  had  been  dismembered  by  Zingis, 
was  finally  subdued  (a.d.  1234)  seven  years  after  his  death. 
After  tlic  loss  of  Pckin,  the  emperor  had  fixed  his  residence 
at  Kaifong,  a  city  many  leagues  in  circumfereuee,  and  which 
contained,  according  to  tlie  Chinese  annals,  1,400,000  fami- 
lies of  inhabitants  and  fugitives.  He  escaped  from  thence 
with  only  seven  horsemen,  and  made  his  last  stand  in  a  third 
c;ipital,  till  at  lengtli  the  hopeless  monarcli,  protesting  his 
innocence  and  accusing  his  fortune,  iiseended  a  funeral  pile, 
and  gave  orders  that,  as  si>ou  as  he  had  stabbed  himself,  the 
fire  should  be  kindled  by  his  attendants.  The  dynasty  of 
the  Song^  the  native  and  ancient  sovereigns  of  the  whole 
empire,  survived  about  forty-five  years  the  fall  of  the  north- 
ern usurj)ers;  and  the  perfect  conquest  was  reserved  for  the 
arms  of  Cublai.  During  this  interval,  the  Moguls  were  often 
diverted  by  foreign  wars;  and,  if  the  Chinese  seldom  dared 
to  meet  tlieir  victors  in  the  field,  their  passive  courage  pre- 
sented an  endless  succession  of  cities  to  storm  and  of  mil- 
lions to  slaughter.  In  the  attack  and  defence  of  places, 
the  engines  of  antiquity  and  the  Greek  fire  were  alternately 
employed:  the  use  of  gunpowder  in  cannon  and  bombs  ap- 


**  In  Marco  Polo,  and  the  Oriental  geognpbBn,  the  namea  of  Cathay  and 
llaof:t  dislingpuiah  the  northern  and  aoutbMii  empirea,  which,  from  a.i>.  1234 
to  1279,  were  thoM  of  the  Oreat  Khan,  and  of  the  Chineaa.  The  search  of 
Cathay,  after  Chiua  Imd  beeu  found,  exciU'd  and  misled  our  naTigaUns  of  tiM 
sixteenth  centurjr,  in  their  attempts  to  discover  tha  MOfthsait  jassagsw 
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pears  aa  a  familiar  practice;"  and  the  sieges  were  conducted 
by  the  Mahometans  and  Franks,  who  had  been  liberally  in- 
vited into  the  service  of  Cublai.  After  passing  the  great 
river,  the  troops  and  artillery  were  conveyed  along  a  series 
of  canals,  till  they  invested  the  royal  residence  of  Hamcheu, 
or  Quinsay,  in  the  country  of  silk,  the  most  delicious  climate 
of  China.  The  emperor,  a  defenceless  youth,  surrendered 
his  person  and  sceptre;  and  before  he  was  sent  in  exile  into  # 
Tartary,  he  struck  the  ground  nine  times  with  his  forehead, 
to  adore  in  prayer  or  thanksgiving  the  mercy  of  the  great 
khan.  Yet  the  war  (it  was  now  styled  a  rebellion)  was 
(a.D.  1279)  still  maintained  in  the  southern  provinces  from 
Hamcheu  to  Canton;  and  the  obstinate  remnant  of  inde- 
pendence and  hostility  was  transjiortcd  from  the  land  to 
the  sea.  But  when  the  fleet  of  the  iSong  was  surrounded 
and  oppressed  by  a  superior  armament,  their  last  champion 
leaped  into  the  waves  with  his  infant  emperor  in  his  arms. 
*'It  is  more  glorious,"  he  cried,  "to  die  a  prince,  than  to 
live  a  slave."  A  hundred  thousand  Chinese  imitated  his 
example;  and  the  whole  empire,  from  Tonkin  to  the  great 
wall,  submitted  to  the  dominion  of  Cublai.  His  boundless 
ambition  aspired  to  the  conquest  of  Japan:  his  fleet  was 
twice  shipwrecked;  and  the  lives  of  100,000  Moguls  and 
Chinese  were  sacrificed  in  the  fruitless  expedition.  But 
the  circumjacent  kingdoms,  Corea,  Tonkin,  Cochin  China, 
Pegu,  Bengal,  and  Thibet,  were  reduced  in  different  de- 
grees of  tribute  and  obedience  by  the  effort  or  terror  of  his 
arms.    He  explored  the  Indian  Ocean  with  a  fleet  of  1,000 


**  I  depend  on  the  knowledge  and  fidelity  of  the  Pere  Oaubil,  who  translates 
the  Chinese  text  of  iho  Annals  of  the  Moguls  of  Yuen  (pp.  71,  93,  153);  but 
I  am  ignorant  at  what  time  these  annals  were  composed  aud  published.  The 
two  unclo8  of  Marco  Polo,  who  served  aa  engineers  at  the  siege  of  Sieug7ati^:fou 
(1.  ii.  c.  61,  Ramuaio,  ii.  Qaubil,  pp.  165,  157),  must  have  felt  and  related  llio 
effecta  of  this  destructiTe  powder,  and  their  silence  ia  a  weigbij,  and  almost 
decisive,  objection.  I  entertain  »  mspicion  that  the  TOOtot  diacovery  was  carried 
from  Europe  to  China  by  the  caravans  of  the  xvth  century,  and  falsely  adopted 
aa  an  old  national  discovery  before  the  arrival  of  the  Portuguese  and  Jesuits  in 
the  zvith.  Tet  the  Pere  Gaubil  aOnM  thftt  tht  «•  oC  |«apowdar  bM  b6M 
known  (o  the  OhuwM  nbovn  1,M0  j«m. 
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ships:  they  sailed  in  sixty-eight  days,  most  probably  to  the 
isle  of  Borneo,  under  the  equinoctial  line;  and  though  they 
returned  not  without  spoil  or  glory,  the  emperor  was  dis- 
satisfied that  the  savage  king  had  escaped  from  their  hands. 

II.  The  conquest  of  Hindostiin  by  the  Moguls  was  re- 
served in  a  later  period  for  the  house  of  Tiniour;  but  that 
of  Iran,  or  Persia,  was  achieved  (a.d.  12ri8)  by  Holagou 
Khan,  the  grandson  of  Zingis,  the  l)rother  and  lieutenant  of 
the  two  successive  emperors,  Mangou  and  Cublai.  I  shall 
not  eininienite  the  crowd  of  sultans,  emirs,  and  atabeks 
whojn  he  trampled  into  dust:  but  the  extirpation  of  the 
or  Ismaelians'*  of  Persia,  may  be  considered  as 
a  service  t<^  mankind.  Among  the  hills  to  the  south  of  the 
Caspian,  these  odious  sectjiries  had  reigned  with  impunity 
above  160  years;  and  their  prince,  or  Imanm,  established 
his  lieutenant  to  leud  and  govern  the  colony  of  Mount  Liba- 
nus,  80  famous  and  formidable  in  tlie  history  of  the  cru- 
sades," With  the  fanaticism  of  tlie  Koran,  the  Ismaelians 
had  blended  the  Indian  transmigration,  and  the  visions  of 
their  own  prophets:  and  it  was  their  first  duty  to  devote 
their  souls  and  bodies  in  blind  obedience  to  the  vicar  of 
Go<l.  T\ie  daggers  of  his  missionaries  were  felt  both  in  the 
East  and  West:  the  Christians  and  the  Moslems  enumerate, 
and  perhaps  multiply,  the  illustrious  victims  that  were  sac- 
rificed to  the  zeal,  avarice,  or  resentment  of  the  old  inan 
(as  he  was  corruptly  styled)  of  the  mountain.  But  these 
daggers,  his  only  arms,  were  broken  by  the  sword  of  Ho- 
lagou, and  not  a  vestige  is  left  of  the  enemies  of  mankind, 
except  the  word  assassin,  which,  in  the  most  odious  sense, 
has  been  adopted  in  the  languages  of  Europe.  The  extinc- 
tion of  the  Abbassides  cannot  be  indifferent  to  the  specta- 
tors of  their  greatness  and  decline.    Since  the  fall  of  their 

All  that  cAn  lie  known  of  the  Afisasiiins  of  Persia  aod  Syria  ia  ponnrf 
from  the  copious,  .iii  l  oven  profme,  •rudition  of  M.  IWoaneti  Itt  tvoflMHMinii 
nad  before  tho  Acuderor  of  InscriptionA  (xvii.  127). 

*  Tho  Ismaeliaiu  of  Syria,  40,000  AssaaaiMt  had  acquired  or  founded  6M 
«Mllee  in  the  hiUd  above  Maaa.  AbiQ*  IliB  jtw  ISM  fhqr  nwa  aaMltpati* 
hj  the  Mamalukeit. 
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Seljukian  tyrants,  the  caliphs  had  recovered  their  lawful 
dominion  of  Bagdad  and  the  Arabian  Irak;  but  the  city  was 
distracted  by  theological  factions,  and  the  commander  of  the 
faithful  was  lost  in  a  harem  of  700  concubines.  The  inva- 
Bion  of  the  Moguls  he  encountered  with  feeble  arms  and 
haughty  embassies.  "On  the  divine  decree,"  said  the  ca- 
liph Motassem,  "is  founded  the  throne  of  the  sons  of  Abbas; 
and  their  foes  shall  surely  be  destroyed  in  this  world  and  in 
the  next.  W  ho  is  this  liolagou  that  dares  to  arise  against 
them?  If  he  be  desirous  of  peace,  let  him  instantly  depart 
from  the  sacred  territory ;  and  perhaps  he  may  obtain  from 
our  clemency  the  pardon  of  his  fault.**  This  presumption 
was  cherished  by  a  perfidious  vizier,  who  assured  his  mas- 
ter, that,  even  if  the  Barbarians  had  entered  the  city,  the 
women  and  children,  from  the  terraces,  would  be  sufficient 
to  overwhelm  them  with  stones.  But  when  Holagou  touched 
the  phantom,  it  instantly  vanished  into  smoke.  After  a 
siege  of  two  months,  Bagdad  was  stormed  and  sacked  by 
the  Moguls;  and  their  savage  commander  pronounced  the 
death  of  the  caliph  Motassem,  the  last  of  the  temporal  suc- 
cessors of  Mahomet;  whose  noble  kinsmen,  of  the  race  of 
Abbas,  had  reigned  in  Asia  above  600  years.  Whatever 
might  be  the  designs  of  the  conqueror,  the  holy  cities  of 
Mecca  and  Medina"  were  protected  by  the  Arabian  desert; 
but  the  Moguls  spread  beyond  the  Tigris  and  Euphrates, 
pillaged  Aleppo  and  Damascus,  and  threatened  to  join  the 
Franks  in  the  deliverance  of  Jerusalem.  Egypt  was  lost, 
had  she  been  defended  only  by  her  feeble  offspring:  but  the 
Mamalukes  had  breathed  in  their  infancy  tlie  keenness  of  a 
Scythian  air:  equal  in  valor,  superior  in  discipline,  they  met 
the  Moguls  in  many  a  well-fought  field;  and  drove  back  the 
stream  of  hostility  to  the  eastward  of  the  Euphrates.  But 
it  overflowed  (a.d.  1242-1272)  with  resistless  violence  the 
kingdoms  of  Armenia  and  Anatolia,  of  which  the  former 


As  ft  proof  of  the  ignorance  of  the  ChioeM  in  foreign  tranaacUoiis,  I  must 
obsenre  that  Maie  of  their  historiana  extend  the  coaqMMi  U  Zia^  hiaMlf  to 
MadinA,  Um  ooantrj  of  lUhoiMt  (OMibil,  p.  42). 
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was  possessed  by  the  Christians  and  the  latter  by  the  Turks, 
The  sultans  of  Iconium  opposed  some  resistance  to  the  Mo- 
gul arms,  till  Azzadin  sought  a  refuge  among  the  Greeks 
of  Constantinople,  and  his  feeble  Huccessors,  the  last  of  the 
Seljukian  djoaety,  were  finaiij  extirpated  by  the  khans  of 
Persia. 

III.  No  sooner  had  Oetai  subverted  the  Northern  empire 
of  China,  than  he  resolved  to  visit  with  his  nrms  the  most 
remote  countru's  of  the  West.  Fifteen  hundred  tluiusand 
Moguls  and  Tartars  were  inscribed  on  the  militiiry  roll;  of 
these  the  great  khan  selected  a  third,  which  he  intrusted 
to  the  coniuiand  of  his  nephew  Baton,  the  son  of  Tuli,  who 
reigned  over  his  father's  conquests  to  the  north  of  the  Cas- 
pian Sea.  After  a  festival  of  forty  days,  Batoa  set  ff)nvard 
(a.D.  1285-124/))  on  this  great  expedition;  and  such  was  the 
speed  and  ardor  of  his  innumerable  squadrons  that  in  less 
than  six  years  they  had  measured  a  line  of  ninety  degrees 
of  longitude,  a  fourth  part  of  the  circumference  of  tlie  globe. 
The  great  rivers  of  Asia  and  Europe,  the  Volga  and  Kama, 
the  Don  and  Borysthenes,  the  Vistula  and  Danube,  they 
either  swam  with  their  horses,  or  passed  on  the  ice,  or  trav- 
ersed in  leathern  boats,  whicli  followed  the  camp  and  trans- 
ported their  wagons  and  artillery.  By  the  first  victories  of 
Baton,  the  remains  of  national  freedom  were  eradicated  in 
the  immense  plains  of  Turkestan  and  Kipzak."  In  his 
rapid  progress,  he  overran  th<'  kingdoms,  as  they  are  now 
styled,  of  Astrachan  and  Ca/an;  and  the  troops  wliich  he 
detached  toward  Mount  Ca;K*a^;us  explored  tlie  most  secret 
recesses  of  Georgia  ami  Cireassia.  The  civil  discord  of  tlie 
great  dukes,  or  princes,  of  llussia,  betrayed  their  country  to 
the  Tartiirs.  They  spread  from  Livonia  to  the  Black  Sea, 
and  both  Moscow  and  Kiow,  the  modern  and  the  ancient 
capitals,  were  reduced  to  ashes;  a  temporary  ruin,  less  fatal 
than  the  deep,  and  perhaps  indelible,  mark,  which  a  servi- 

**  Th»  PmM  jniMift.  or  pUln  <rf  Kipnk.  otmtds  on  «ittMr  nUb  of  Hw 

Tolga,  fn  a  boundlees  space  toward  the  Jaik  an'l  PoryBtkMM^  Mdli  np|ptni 
to  contain  Uie  primitiye  name  and  nalioB  d  the  OoMa«ka. 
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tude  of  two  hundred  years  has  imprinted  on  tbe  character 
of  the  Russians.  The  Tartars  ravaged  with  equal  fury  the 
countries  which  they  hoped  to  possess,  and  those  which  they 
were  hastening  to  leave.  From  the  permanent  conquest  of 
Bussia,  they  made  a  deadly,  though  transient,  inroad  into 
the  heart  of  Poland,  and  as  far  as  the  borders  of  Germany. 
The  cities  of  Lublin  and  Cracow  were  obliterated:  tliey 
approached  the  shores  of  the  Baltic;  and,  in  the  battle  of 
Lignitz,  they  defeated  the  dukes  of  Silesia,  tbe  Polish  pala- 
tines, and  the  great  master  of  the  Teutonic  order,  and  filled 
nine  sacks  with  the  right  ears  of  the  slain.  From  Lignitz, 
the  extreme  point  of  their  western  march,  they  turned  aside 
io  the  invasion  of  Hungary;  and  the  presence  or  spirit  of 
Batou  inspired  the  host  -of  600,000  men:  the  Curpathian 
bills  could  not  be  long  impervious  to  their  divided  col- 
umns; and  their  approach  had  been  fondly  disbelieved  till 
it  was  irresistibly  felt.  The  king,  Bela  the  Fourth,  assem- 
bled the  military  force  of  his  counts  and  bishops:  but  he 
had  alienated  the  nation  by  adopting  a  vagrant  horde  of 
40,000  families  of  Comans,  and  these  savage  guests  were 
provoked  to  revolt  by  the  suspicion  of  treachery  and  the 
murder  of  their  prince.  The  whole  country  north  of  the 
Danube  was  last  in  a  day,  and  depopulated  in  a  summer; 
and  the  ruins  of  cities  and  churches  were  overspread  witb 
the  bones  of  the  natives,  who  expiated  the  sins  of  their 
Turkish  ancestors.  An  ecclesiastic,  who  fled  from  the  sack 
of  Waradin,  describes  the  calamities  which  he  had  seen  or 
suffered;  and  the  sanguinary  rage  of  sieges  and  battles  is  far 
less  atrocious  than  the  treatment  of  the  fugitives,  who  had 
been  allured  from  the  woods  under  a  promise  of  peace  and 
pardon,  and  who  were  coolly  slaughtered  aa  hoou  as  they 
had  performed  the  labors  of  the  harvest  and  vintage.  In 
the  winter,  the  Tartars  passed  the  Danube  on  the  ice,  and 
advanced  to  Gran  or  Strigonium,  a  German  colony,  and  the 
metropolis  of  the  kingdom.  Thirty  engines  were  planted 
against  the  walls;  the  ditches  were  filled  with  sacks  of  earth 
and  dead  bodies;  and  after  a  promi^uoua  masBaore,  300 
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noble  matrons  were  slain  in  the  presence  of  the  khan.  Of 
all  the  cities  and  fortresses  of  Hungary,  three  alone  survived 
the  Tartar  invasion,  and  the  unfortunate  Bela  hid  his  head 
among  the  islands  of  the  Hadriatic. 

The  Latin  world  was  darkened  by  this  cloud  of  savage 
hostility:  a  Bussian  fugitive  carried  the  alarm  to  Sweden; 
and  the  remote  nations  of  the  Baltic  and  the  ocean  trembled 
at  the  approach  of  the  Tartars,"  whom  their  fear  and  igno- 
rance were  inclined  to  separate  from  the  human  species. 
Since  the  inyasion  of  the  Arabs  in  the  eighth  century,  Eu- 
rope had  neyer  been  exposed  to  m  similar  calamity ;  and  if 
the  disciples  of  Mahomet  would  haye  oppressed  her  religion 
and  liberty,  it  might  be  apprehended  that  the  shepherds  of 
Sojthia  would  extinguish  her  cities,  her  arts,  and  all  the 
institations  of  civil  society.  The  Soman  pontiff  attempted 
to  appease  and  conyert  these  invincible  Pagans  bj  a  mission 
of  I^nmoiscan  and  Dominican  friars;  but  he  was  astonished 
by  the  reply  of  the  khan,  that  the  sons  of  God  and  of  Zingis 
irere  invested  with  a  divine  power  to  subdue  or  extirpate 
the  nations;  and  that  the  pope  would  be  involved  in  the 
universal  destruction,  unless  he  visited  in  person,  and  as  a 
suppliant,  the  royal  horde.  The  emperor  Frederic  the  Sec- 
ond embraced  a  more  genei^us  mode  of  defence;  and  his 
letters  to  the  kinga  of  France  and  England,  and  the  princes 
of  Qennany,  represented  the  conmion  danger,  and  urged 
them  to  arm  their  vassals  in  this  just  and  rational  crusade.** 


*>  In  tike  year  1238.  tho  inhabitaiits  of  Qothto  (Bmdm)  Mid  Frise  were  pre- 
vented, by  their  fear  of  tho  Tartars,  from  sending,  a«  usual,  their  phipa  to  the 
herring  tidborjr  on  tho  coast  of  England;  and  as  there  waa  nu  exportation,  40  or 
so  of  these  fish  were  sold  for  a  Hhilling  (Matthew  Paris,  p.  396).  It  is  whimsical 
enough  that  the  ordora  of  a  Mogul  khan,  who  reigned  on  the  borders  of  CbilUI^ 
should  have  lowered  the  price  of  herrings  in  the  EngUsh  market. 

**  I  shall  copy  his  ohsisonrislle  or  flattering  epithets  of  the  different  ooiui' 
tries  of  Euroix):  Furens  ac  fervens  ad  anna  Germania,  strenua?  militia?  genetrlx 
et  alumna  Francia,  bellicoea  et  audax  Hispania,  virtuosa  viris  et  classe  munita 
fertilis  Anglia,  impetuoeis  bellatoribus  referta  Alemaniiis»  BSvalis  Dacia,  in- 
domita  Italia,  pacis  ignara  Burgundia,  inquiela  Apulia,  cum  maris  Grsci,  Adri- 
atici  et  Tyrrheni  insulis  pjrraticis  et  invictis.  CrelA,  Cypro,  Sicilii.  cum  Oceano 
sonterminis  insulis,  et  regionibus,  omenta  Hybemta,  cum  agili  Wallia,  palustris 
Sootia,  glacialis  Norwegia  suam  elsctsm  militism  sub  Tsodllo  Onacis  dsstinsbnnt, 
eto.  (Matthew  Paris,  p.  498). 
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The  Tartars  themselyes  were  awed  by  the  fame  and  valor  of 
the  Franks:  the  town  of  Neustadt  in  Austria  was  bravely 
defended  against  them  by  fifty  knights  and  twenty  cross- 
bows; and  they  raised  the  siege  on  the  appearance  of  a 
German  army.  After  wasting  the  adjacent  kingdoms  of 
Servia,  Bosnia,  and  Bulgaria,  Batou  slowly  retreated  from 
the  Danube  to  the  Volga,  to  enjoy  the  rewards  of  vict<:)ry  in 
the  city  and  palace  of  Serai,  which  started  at  his  command 
from  the  midst  of  the  desert. 

IV.  Even  the  poor  and  frozen  regions  of  the  North  at- 
tracted the  arms  of  the  Moguls:  Sheibani  Khan,  the  brother 
of  the  great  Batou,  led  (a.d.  1242,  etc.)  a  liorde  of  15,000 
families  into  the  wilds  of  Siberia;  and  his  descendants 
reigned  at  Tobolskoi  above  three  centuries,  till  the  Rus- 
sian conquest.  Tlie  spirit  of  enterprise  which  pursued  the 
course  of  the  Oby  and  Yenisei  must  have  led  to  the  dis- 
covery of  the  icy  sea.  After  brushing  away  the  monstrous 
fables,  of  men  with  dog's  heads  and  cloven  feet,  we  shall 
find  that,  fifteen  years  aftt^r  the  death  of  Zingis,  the  Moguls 
were  informed  of  the  name  and  manners  of  the  Samoyedes 
in  the  neighborhood  of  the  Polar  Circle,  who  dwelt  in  sub- 
terraneous huts,  and  derived  their  furs  and  their  food  from 
the  sole  occupation  of  hunting. 

While  China,  S^ria,  and  Poland  were  invaded  at  the 
same  time  by  the  Moguls  and  Tartars,  the  authors  of  the 
mighty  mischief  were  content  with  the  knowledge  and  dec- 
laration, that  their  word  was  the  sword  of  death.  Like  the 
first  caliphs,  the  first  successors  of  Zingis  (a.d.  1227-1259) 
seldom  appeared  in  person  at  the  head  of  their  victorious 
armies.  On  the  banks  of  the  Onon  and  Selinga,  the  royal 
or  golden  horde  exhibited  the  contrast  of  simplicity  and  great- 
ness; of  the  roasted  sheep  and  mare's  milk  which  composed 
their  banquets;  and  of  a  distribution  in  one  day  of  five 
hundred  wagons  of  gold  and  silver.    The  ambassadorB  and 

»  Carpin's  nMoB  te  Hiiddojt,  L  80.  The  p«digfM«l<te  kb«M  «Cabert» 
is  ghrm  hj  AbulghazI  (|«t  vML  4M).  Jlmm  tte  B—toi  IpuiiA  m  fMr 
ehronidet  ai  Toboiskoit 
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prinoM  of  Europe  and  Asia  were  compelled  to  undertake 
this  distant  and  laborious  pilgrimage ;  and  the  life  and  reign 
of  the  great  dukes  of  Bussia,  the  kings  of  Georgia  and  Ar- 
menia, the  sultans  of  Iconium,  and  the  emirs  of  Persia,  were 
decided  by  the  frown  or  smile  of  the  great  khan.  The  sons 
and  grandsons  of  Zingis  had  been  accustomed  to  the  pastoral 
life;  bat  the  village  of  Caracorom*'  was  gradually  ennobled 
by  their  elactioii  and  residence.  A  change  of  manners  is 
implied  in  the  removal  ol  Octai  and  Mangou  from  a  tent 
to  a  hoiue;  and  tiieir  example  was  imitated  by  the  princes 
of  their  family  and  the  great  offioers  of  the  empire.  Instead 
of  the  boondkaa  f omti  the  encloBme  of  a  park  afforded  the 
more  indolent  pleasures  of  the  ohase;  thoir  new  habitations 
were  decorated  with  painting  and  acnlptare;  th^  superflu- 
ous treasures  were  cast  in  fountains,  and  badna,  and  atatuea 
of  massy  silver;  and  the  artista  of  GMna  and  Paris  vied  with 
each  other  in  the  servioe  of  the  great  khan."*  Oaraoorum 
contained  two  streets,  the  one  of  Chinese  mechanics,  the 
other  of  Mahometan  traders;  and  the  places  d  religious 
worship,  one  Kestorian  church,  two  mosques,  and  twelve 
temples  of  various  idols,  may  represent  in  some  degree  the 
number  and  division  of  inhabitants.  Yet  a  French  mis- 
sionary declares,  that  the  town  of  St.  Denys,  near  Paris, 
was  more  considerable  than  the  Tartar  capital;  and  that  the 
whole  palace  of  Hangou  was  scarcely  equid  to  a  tenth  part 
of  that  Benedictine  abbey.  The  conquests  of  Bussia  and 
Syria  might  amuse  tlie  vanity  iA  the  great  khans;  but  they 
were  seated  on  the  borders  of  Ohina;  the  acquisition  of  that 
empire  was  the  nearest  and  most  interesting  object;  and 
they  might  learn  from  their  pastoral  economy,  that  it  is 
for  the  advantage  of  the  shepherd  to  protect  and  propagate 

The  mRp  of  d'Anville,  and  tlio  ChinoHO  Trineraries  (de  Guignes,  \.  part  \\. 
57),  seem  to  mark  the  posilion  of  Ilolin,  or  Caracoruiu,  about  600  miles  to  the 
northeMt  of  Pekin.  The  distance  between  Sellnginsky  and  Pekin  is  near  2,000 
B^Mflian  TerBts,  between  1,300  and  1,400  EuKli^h  niilea  (Bcirs  Travels,  ii.  67). 

"  Rubruquis  found  at  Caracorum  bis  countryniun  GuiUaume  Boucher  orfevrt 
de  Paris,  who  had  executed  for  the  khaii  a  Hilver  tree,  Hiipported  by  four  Uona, 
Md  edeoiing.fottr  diflerent  Uquon.  AbuJchaii  (ptri  it,  336)  aiMitioiit  tiM 
paintert  of  Sitej  or  Chin*. 
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his  flock.  I  have  already  celebrated  the  wisdom  and  virtue 
of  a  mandarin,  who  prevented  the  desolation  of  five  popu- 
lous and  cultivated  provinces.  In  a  spotless  administration 
of  thirty  years  (a.d.  1259-1368),  this  friend  of  his  country 
and  of  mankind  continually  labored  to  mitigate,  or  suspend, 
the  havoc  of  war;  to  save  tho  monuments,  and  to  rekindle 
the  flame,  of  science;  to  restrain  the  miliUiry  commander 
by  the  restoration  of  civil  magistrates;  and  to  instil  the 
love  of  peace  and  justice  into  the  minds  of  the  Moguls. 
He  struggled  with  the  barbarism  of  the  first  conquerors; 
but  his  salutary  lessons  produced  a  rich  harvest  in  the  sec- 
ond generation.  The  northern,  and  by  degrees  the  south- 
ern, empire,  acquiesced  in  the  government  of  Cublai,  the 
lieutenant,  and  afterward  the  successor,  of  Mangou;  and 
the  nation  was  loyal  to  a  prince  who  had  been  educated  in 
the  manners  of  China.  He  restored  the  forms  of  her  vener- 
able constitution;  and  the  victors  submitted  to  the  laws,  tlio 
fashions,  and  even  the  prejudices,  of  the  vanquished  people. 
This  peaceful  triumph,  which  has  been  more  than  once  re- 
peated, may  be  a.scribed  in  a  great  measure  to  the  numberi 
and  servitude  of  the  Chinese.  The  Mogul  army  was  dis- 
solved in  a  vast  and  populous  country;  and  their  emperorB 
adopted  with  pleasure  a  political  system,  which  gives  to  the 
prince  the  solid  substance  of  despotism,  and  leaves  to  the 
subject  the  empty  names  of  pliilosophy,  freedom,  and  filial 
obedience.  Under  the  reic^n  of  Cublai,  letters  and  com- 
merce, peace  and  justice,  were  restf)red;  the  great  canal,  of 
five  hundred  miles,  was  opened  from  Nankin  to  the  capital; 
he  fixed  his  residence  at  Pekin;  and  displayed  in  his  court 
the  magnificence  of  the  greatest  monarch  of  Asia.  Yet  this 
learned  prince  declined  from  the  pure  and  simple  religion 
of  his  great  ancestor;  he  sacrificed  to  the  idol  Fo;  and  his 
blind  attachment  to  the  lamas  of  Thibet  and  the  bonzes  of 
China"  provoked  the  ceDsure  of  the  disciples  of  Confucius. 

"*  The  altadnneat  of  the  khans,  sod  Um  hatred  of  the  mandarins,  to  th«  boaaee 
■ii  1mm  (Dnhakk  Hist,  de  k  OUnm,  i  502)  sasns  to  iipnisul  ibm  m  tfat 
prtwtiof  tbtMMgod.  of  Ite  hilin      whowirifc^i  |imfc  HMf  tte 
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His  successors  polluted  the  palace  with  a  crowd  of  eunuchs, 
physicians,  and  astrologers,  while  thirteen  millions  of  their 
subjects  were  consumed  in  tiie  provinces  by  famine.  One 
hundred  and  forty  years  after  the  death  of  Zingis,  his  de- 
generate race,  the  dynasty  of  the  Yuen,  was  expelled  by  a 
revolt  of  the  native  Chinese;  and  the  Mogul  emperors  were 
lost  in  the  oblivion  of  the  desert.  Before  this  revolution 
(a.d.  1259-1300),  they  had  forfeited  their  supremacy  over  the 
dependent  branches  of  their  house,  the  khans  of  Kipzak  and 
Eussia,  the  khans  of  Zagatai  or  Transoxiana,  and  the  khans 
*  of  Iran  or  Persia.  By  their  distance  and  power  these  royal 
lieutenants  had  soon  been  released  from  the  duties  of  obedi- 
ence; and,  after  the  death  of  Cublai,  they  scorned  to  accept 
a  sceptre  or  a  title  from  his  unworthy  successors.  Accord- 
ing to  their  respective  situation  they  maintained  the  simplic- 
ity of  the  pastoral  life,  or  assumed  the  luxury  of  the  cities  of 
Asia;  but  the  princes  and  their  hordes  were  alike  disposed 
for  the  reception  of  a  foreign  worship.  After  some  hesita- 
tion between  the  Gospel  and  the  Koran,  they  conformed  to 
the  religion  of  Mahomet;  and  while  they  adopted  for  their 
brethren  the  Arabs  and  Persians,  they  renounced  all  inter- 
course with  the  ancient  Moguls,  the  idolaters  of  China. 

In  this  shipwreck  of  nations  (a.d.  1240-1804),  some  sur- 
prise may  be  excited  by  the  escape  of  the  Roman  empire, 
whose  relics,  at  the  time  of  the  Mogul  invasion,  were  dis- 
membered by  the  Greeks  and  Latins.  Less  potent  than 
Alexander,  they  were  pressed,  like  the  Macedonian,  both 
in  Europe  and  Asia,  by  the  shepherds  of  Scythia;  and  had 
the  Tartars  undertaken  the  siege,  Constantinople  must  have 
yielded  to  the  fate  of  Pekin,  Samarcand,  and  Bagdad.  The 
glorious  and  voluntary  retreat  of  Baton  from  the  Danube 
was  insulted  by  the  vain  triumph  of  the  Franks  and  Greeks;'* 

Becta  of  Hiiidofltan,  Siam,  Thibet.  China,  and  Japan.  Bui  this  mysteriouB  sub- 
ject is  Btiil  loit  in  a  cloud,  which  the  researches  oi  our  A.siatic  Society  may 
ipndually  (UapeL 

Some  repulso  of  the  Moguls  in  Hungary  (Matthew  Paris,  p.  545)  mipht 
propi^te  and  color  the  report  of  the  union  and  Tictory  of  the  kings  of  the 
Vlnato  on  the  connnes  of  Bulgaria.    Abulpharag.  (DjllMi.  p.  Slt^  foiljf 
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and  in  a  aeoond  expedition  death  snrprised  him  in  full  march 
to  attack  the  caphsl  of  iih»  Oesara.  Hia  brother  Borga  car- 
ried the  Tartar  arms  into  Bulgaria  and  Thrace;  but  he  was 
diverted  tnm  llie  Bynatine  war  by  a  visit  to  Novogorod, 
in  the  fiftj-aeTeulli  d^giee  «l  ktitade,  where  he  numbered 
the  inhabitants  and  regolated  the  tributes  of  Russia.  The 
Mogul  khan  formed  an  alUanoe  with  the  Mamalukes  against 
his  brethren  of  Persia:  three  hundred  thousand  horse  pene- 
trated through  the  gates  of  Derbend;  and  the  Greeks  might 
rejoice  in  the  first  example  ol  domestio  war.  After  the  re- 
ooverj  of  Constantinople,  Miehaul  PalsBologus,**  at  a  dis- 
tance from  his  ooort  and  tfmy,  was  snrprised  and  surrounded 
in  a  Thraoian  castle  by  20,000  Tartais*  Bat  the  object  of 
their  march  was  a  private  iiitsresi:  they  came  to  the  deliv- 
eiaiice  of  Aasadiii,  the  Turkish  sultan;  and  were  content 
with  his  person  and  the  traaBuie  of  the  emperar.  Their 
general  Noga,  ^hose  name  is  perpetuated  in  ^e  hordes 
of  Astrschan,  veised  a  fonnidable  rebellion  against  Mengo 
Timour,  the  third  of  the  khans  of  Eipaak;  obtained  in 
marriage  Maria  the  natural  daughter  of  Palnologus;  and 
guarded  the  dominions  ol  his  fiMnd  and  father.  The  sub- 
sequent invaslomi  of  a  Scythian  caste  were  those  of  outlaws 
and  fugitives-;  and  some  thousands  of  Alani  and  Comans, 
who  had  been  drivmi  from  their  native  seats,  were  reclaimed 
from  a  vagrant  life,  and  enlisted  in  the  servioe  ol  the  em- 
pire. Such  was  the  influence  in  Burope  of  tiie  invasion  of 
the  Moguls.  The  first  tenor  of  their  arms  secured,  rather 
than  dkturbed,  the  peace  of  the  Boman  Ada.  The  sultan 
of  Iconium  solicited  a  peraonal  interview  with  John  Vataces; 
and  his  artful  policy  encouraged  the  Turks  to  defend  their 
barrier  against  the  common  enemy."  That  barrier  indeed 
was  soon  overthrown;  and  the  servitude  and  ruin  of  the 
Seljukians  exposed  the  nakedness  of  the  Greeks.  The  for- 
midable Holagou  threatened  to  march  to  Constantinople  al 


"  PachTmer,  1.  iii.  c.  26.  and  I  fx.  e.  16^  St:  and  the  flilM  akm  al  HIm^ 

L  iii.  c  27.  Niceph.  Oreg.  1.  ir.  c.  6. 

**  G.  AcropoUUi  pp.  36,  ST.    Nic.  Qrogor.  L  U.  o.  6,  L  ir.  c.  6. 


Digitized  by  Coogle 


THE  DECLINS  AND  FALL 


ikB  hmd  «f  400,000  men;  and  tiie  groonileH  pnte  of  Ike 
citiiBMicf  Nica witt preiMit uk inuige  at th» tawcrwliloh  he 
tedin^md.  Theaoeideiiftci  simoMnm,  mod  Ikeeoiiiid 
ol  a  doMa  litey,  ''Ftam  tho  tey  eC  Hw  IWtan,  good 
Loid,  ddiw  had  aoallBvad  tl»  basfcy  report  ol  an 
aeaauU  aod  miiMnwi,  In  tha  blind  aaadnli^r  of  laar,  tin 
afgaeti  of  Nioa  irara  oroiided  mA,  thooaaiida  of  hoUk  aazea, 
wli»  kaav  nol  feooi  wliaft  or  to  vkim  tiiajr  iad;  and  aonie 
howa  ala|iaad  baion  IIm  flnonaaa  of  Hia  ailitB^  oAaeca 
ooold  valiBfa  tha  oit^  fram  tiua  iasaginarj  ioau  But  tha 
ambitte  of  Hobgoii  and  hia  aooeaaioBi  vaa  lortoaaaely 
diwiad  by  tha  oonqiiaat  of  Bagdad^  and  a  lo^g  vjoiad- 
tuAaof  Sjoanwaia:  their  haatili^  to  tha  Moalan  insfinad 
tfaaaa  to  luito  with  tha  Qvaafai  and  Fmatakf  and  thoirgaii- 
aroaiijr  or  contempt  hadoOerad  tha  kingdom  of  Aaatolift  aa 
tha  reward  of  an  AnnenSan  raaaaL  l£a  tegnaala  of  tiba 
Beljukiaa  nenaiehj  arara  diqfmlad  bj  tha  oauia  who  had 
<»aeiqnad  lha  oitiaa  or  tlia  movntaina;  bat  tfaqr  aU  oonCeaaad 
the  anpremaoj  of  tiia  kfaana  of  Ponia;  and  ha  often  inter> 
poaed  hia  anthority,  and  aometimaa  hk  armai  tooliaolc thair 
dapradationa,  and  to  preaarva  the  peaae  and  baUuMia  of  hia 
Tarkiah  irontiar.  Tha  death  (A.D.  UKH,  May  81)  of  Otmu,'* 
one  of  tha  grealeat  and  moat  aoeompliahad  priaoea  of  the 
hooaa  of  Zingis,  leaiOTad  thia  aalntaij  aantrol;  and  the  do- 
olina  of  the  Mogala  gare  a  free  aoopa  to  tha  liae  and  prog- 
leaa  of  the  Ottomait  SiiPiBn.* 

After  the  retraat  ol  Zingis,  the  anltan,  QeUladdin  of 
Oariama  had  (▲.D.  1240,  ate.)  letnrned  from  India  to  tha 


**  AbulphftTftgiaR,  who  wrote  in  tho  year  1284,  declarefl  that  the  l£ogul% 
since  the  fabulous  defeat  of  Baton,  had  not  attacked  ciilx  r  the  Fnirika  or  Greeks; 
and  of  tliie  he  is  m  oompeteDt  witnoHs.  Uayion,  likewiHc,  ihe  Armeaiac  priDce, 
celebrates  their  frieodthip  for  himhelf  lod  bU  nation. 

"  Pachymer  gives  a  splendid  character  of  Cazan  Khan,  the  rival  of  Cvnm 
Mid  AlezAoder  (L  zii.  c  1).  In  the  conclusion  of  hi^  history  (1.  xiii.  c  36>,  he 
Aopef  maeb  fron  thm  inhtil  of  30»000  Toehars  or  Tartara,  who  were  otdartd  bf 
Ibe  Buccesi^or  of  Casan  to  reetrain  the  Turks  of  Bithynia,  A.D.  1308. 

The  origin  of  the  Ottoman  dynasty  is  illustrated  by  the  critical  learning 
•I  MM.  do  Ouignee  (HteL  dm  Huna,  iv.  329)  and  d'Anville  (Bmpiro  Tare.  pp. 
14-22),  two  inhabitants  of  Pans,  from  w1k»  tllO  Oriaotolo  am^  loam  tto  IliOlOiy 
and  googra|iify  «i  their  own  oounti/. 
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poflseflrion  and  defence  of  his  Persian  kingdoms.  In  the 
space  of  eleven  years,  that  hero  fought  in  person  fourteen 
hAttles;  and  such  was  his  activity  that  he  led  his  cavalry 
in  seventeen  days  from  T«flia  to  Kerman,  a  march  of  1,000 
mileB.  Yet  he  was  oppreved  bj  the  jealousy  of  the  Moslem 
princes,  and  ^e  innimieiftble  armies  of  the  Moguls;  and 
after  his  last  defeat,  Gelaleddin  perished  ignobly  in  the 
mountains  of  Ouidistaa.  His  death  dissolved  a  veteran 
and  adventmons  annj,  which  included,  under  the  name  of 
OariBmiaiis  inr  Gorasmins,  many  Turkman  hordes  that  had 
attaebed  themselvee  to  the  sultanas  fortune.  The  bolder 
sad  more  povrerfol  ehieli  invaded  Syria,  and  violated  the 
holy  sepulchre  of  Jerusalem:  the  more  humble  engaged  in 
the  service  of  Aladin,  sultan  of  looniiim;  and  among  these 
were  the  obscure  fathers  ol  the  Ottoman  line.  They  had 
formerly  pitched  their  tents  nesr  llie  sonthem  banks  of  the 
Oxus,  in  the  plains  of  Mahaa  and  Kesa;  and  it  is  somewhat 
remarkable,  that  the  same  spot  should  have  produced  die 
flist  anthom  of  the  Parthian  and  Turkish  empires.  At  the 
head,  or  in  the  rear,  of  a  Oariamian  army,  Soliman  Shah 
was  drowned  in  the  passage  of  the  Euphrates:  his  son  Or- 
thogml  became  the  soldier  and  subject  of  Aladin,  and  estab- 
lished at  Surgut,  on  the  banks  of  the  Sangar,  a  camp  of  four 
hundred  fomiUes  or  tents,  whom  be  governed  flfty-two  yearn 
both  in  peace  and  war.  He  was  the  father  of  Thaman,  or 
Athmaa,  whose  Turkish  name  has  been  melted  into  the 
appellation  of  the  caliph  Othman;  and  if  we  describe  that 
pastoral  chief  as  a  shepherd  and  a  robber,  we  must  separate 
from  those  characters  all  idea  of  ignominy  and  baseness. 
Othman  possessed,  and  periiaps  surpassed,  the  ordinary  vir- 
tues of  a  soldier;  and  ^e  circumstances  of  time  and  place 
were  propitious  to  his  independence  and  success.  The  Sel- 
jukian  dynasty  was  no  more;  and  the  distance  and  decline 
of  the  Mogol  khans  soon  enfranchised  him  from  the  control 
of  a  superior.  He  was  situate  on  the  verge  of  the  Greek 
empire:  the  Koran  sanctified  his  ^ost*,  or  holy  war,  against 
the  inildels;  and  their  political  errors  unlocked  the  passes  of 
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ICoiiAt  OljmpTit,  and  inTited  bim  to  dcmnd  iado  Hm  pbim 
of  BiiliTiiia.  Till  the  reign  at  Palsokgiu,  llieie  pasM  had 
beea  Tigilantly  gnaided  hj  the  militia  of  the  oonntry,  ivho 
irere  repaid  by  their  own  safety  and  an  exemption  from 
taxes.  The  emperor  abolished  their  priyikge  and  assumed 
their  offioe;  bnt  the  tribute  was  rigoroiisly  coUecied,  the 
custody  of  the  passes  was  neglected,  and  the  hardy  moun- 
taineers degenemted  into  a  trembling  erowd  of  peasants 
without  spirit  or  discipline.  It  was  on  Jnly  S7,  ▲.D.  1S99^ 
that  Othmaa  first  inTailed  the  territory  of  Niconiedia;*  and 
the  - singular  accuracy  of  the  date  eeema  to  disclose  some 
foreright  o£  the  rapid  and  destruotiTe  growth  of  the  mon- 
ster. The  annals  of  the  twentf-scTen  years  (A.0. 1829)  of 
his  reign  would  exhibit  a  repetitioii  of  the  same  inroada; 
and  his  hereditary  troope  were  multiplied  in  each  campaign 
by  the  aeoession  of  captiTsa  and  volunteers.  Instead  of 
retreating  to  the  hills,  he  maintained  the  most  useful  and 
defensible  posts;  fortified  the  towns  and  castles  which  he 
had  first  pillaged;  and  renounced  the  pastoral  life  for  the 
baths  and  palaces  of  hia  infant  capitsli.  But  it  waa  not 
till  Othman  waa  oppressed  by  age  and  infirmttieB  that  he 
reeeiYcd  the  weloome  newa  of  the  conquest  of  Prusa,  which 
had  been  surrendered  by  famine  or  treaeheiy  to  the  aims  of 
his  son  Orehan.  The  gkny  of  Othman  is  chiefly  founded 
on  tiiat  <^  his  descendants;  but  the  Turks  have  transcribed 
or  composed  a  royal  testament  of  his  last  counsels  of  justice 
and  modention.*' 


•  Ftehymer,  L  z.  c.  25,  26,  1.  xiii.  o.  33,  34,  36;  «Dd  coocerniuff  the  guu4 
«f  tlw  aKnmtdtM,  1. 1,  e.  8-6;  Nloeph.  Qng.  1.  vH.  e  1,  and  the  wt  book  ol 
I^OoieM  Cbaloondylce,  the  Athcnitiii. 

^  I  am  ignorant  whether  the  Turks  have  any  writers  older  than  Mahomet  IL, 
nor  can  I  rafeh  beyond  a  mengre  dironfde  (Ann.  Tnre.  ad  Ann.  1560),  tr«na> 
lated  by  John  Gaudier,  and  piihl'mhed  by  Leunclavius  (ad  calccm  I^ftonic.  Chal- 
oood.  pp.  311-360),  with  copious  pandects,  or  oomraentarics.  The  Uist.  of  tha 
Qrowa  and  Dooaj  (/ld.  1800-1688)  of  die  Othman  empire  waa  tramdaled  Into 
bgjiah  from  the  Latin  MS.  of  Demetrius  Cantemir.  prince  nf  Moldavia  (London, 
1934,  loL).  Thio  author  is  suiUj  of  strange  blunders  in  Oriental  hisiorr;  but 
ha  waa  oonvaraaat  wHh  tha  Mngoaga,  tfw  amuJa,  and  hntitntlona  of  die  Tarfca. 
OMilemir  partly  drawn  his  materials  from  the  Rrnopf^is  of  Saadi  EiTondl  of  La- 
flaaa,  dedicated  in  the  vear  1696  to  sultan  Mustapha,  and  a  valuable  abridgroeal 
•ftfla«i%tarihMeitaBii  *  -"^      "tt jK  TTrtiwim  grtm  Krihi 
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Prom  the  conquest  of  Prusa  we  may  date  the  true  era 
of  the  Ottoman  empire.  The  lives  and  possessions  of  the 
Christian  subjects  were  redeemed  by  a  tribute  or  ransom 
of  80,000  crowns  of  gold;  and  the  city,  by  the  labors  of 
Orchan,  assumed  (A.D.  1826-1860)  the  aspect  of  a  Maiiorn- 
etan  capital;  Prusa  was  decorated  with  a  mosque,  a  college, 
and  a  hospital,  of  royal  foundation ;  the  Seljukian  coin  was 
changed  for  the  name  and  impression  of  the  new  dynasty; 
and  the  most  skilful  professors,  of  human  and  divine  knowl- 
edge, attracted  the  Persian  and  Arabian  students  from  the 
ancient  schools  of  Oriental  learning.  The  office  of  vizier 
was  instituted  for  Aladin,  the  brother  of  Orchan;  and  a 
different  habit  distinguished  the  citizens  from  the  peasants, 
Ihe  Moelems  from  the  infidels.  All  the  troops  of  Othman 
liad  eoiuriated  of  looie  sqvadvoiiB  of  Turkman  caralry;  who 
■erved  without  pay  and  fought  without  diacipline:  but  a 
regular  body  of  infantry  was  first  established  and  trained 
by  the  prudence  of  his  son.  A  great  number  of  yolnnteera 
was  enrolled  with  a  small  stipend,  bat  with  the  permission 
of  living  at  home,  unless  they  were  summoned  to  the  field: 
tiieir  rude  maimerB,  and  sedittmui  tamper,  disposed  Orchan 
to  educate  his  young  captiyes  •«  bk  loldim  ftnd  tikise  of 
the  prophet;  bill  Hm  Turkiah  iwasmii  wens  stiU  aUowad 
to  moimi  on  bonebiflik,  tnd  loUow  bis  staadavd,  with  tiie 
appellatioa  and  the  hopes  of  frmboakn.  By  these  arts  he 
formed  an  army  of  26,000  Moslems:  a  tndn  of  battaring 
engines  waa  framed  for  the  use  of  sieges;  and  the  first  sue- 
eessful  experiment  waa  made  1886-1889)  on  the  cities 
of  Hioe  and  Kioomedia.  Orehan  granted  a  aaf ensonduet  to 
all  wbo  were  desiroiu  of  departiiig  wilb  tbeur  famifiea  and 
effects:  but  the  widows  of  the  slain  were  given  in  marriage 
to  the  conquerors;  and  the  sacrilegious  plunder,  the  books, 
the  rases,  and  the  images,  were  sold  or  ransomed  at  Con- 

(G«a.  Hist  of  the  Turks  to  the  present  year,  London,  1603)  as  the  first  of  his- 
torinna,  tmhappj  only  in  the  choice  of  hia  aubiect.  Yet  I  much  doubt  whether 
a  partial  adMlv<8rbo«e  compiLatkMi  from  Latin  Wfflera,  1,300  folio  pages  of  speeches 
and  battles,  can  either  instnict  or  amnne  an  enlightened  wllioh  mpiM 
from  the  historian  soma  tincture  of  philoeophy  aod  cxitioiam. 
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■lR««iiiDpl».  The  Mmpqwr  AadicpSeni  the  Yonngw  mm  tmi* 
.|aished  tad  wounded  by  the  eon  of  Otiimaiii*  he  mfadiied 
the  whole  pioTtaoe  or  khigdoM  of  Bithjriitftt  m  fftr  m  the 
•hoies  of  the  Bospbora  end  HeUeepont;  Mid  the  Ohrieliaai 
ooof  eased  the  justioe  «ad  clemenoy  of  «  ratgn  whioh  ohiaed 
thevoliititarjattaohiiieiitof thoTorlDiof  Asia.  YelOrehea 
WIS  ooDteat  with  the  modeit  title  of  emir;  and  ia  the  list  of 
his  eompeere,  the  priaees  of  Boaa  or  Anatolia,^  has  aiili* 
tity  foroes  were  sarpessed  hy  the  emiia  of  Ohemisa  and 
Oaniaiiua,  eaeh  of  whom  ooald  {ajk  1800^  ele.)  bring  lata 
the  field  sa  amgr  of  40,000  aien.  Their  doiaiaioas  wm  oH- 
oale  ia  tiM  heart  of  the  SetjaJdaa  kingdom:  hat  the  holy 
wanrion,  thoagh  of  iateior  note,  who  lotBied  now  priacipal- 
ities  oa  the  Oiaek  empire,  are  awre  eoaspieoooaia  the  l^ght 
of  history.  The  nmritinm  eoantrjr  tfom  &e  Pnipontis  to  Ihe 
Ifesnderaad  the  isle  of  Rhodes,  so  long  thrsatamd  and  so 
oflea  piUaged,  was  flaal^f  lost  aboat  IhiitMth  yaar  of 
ABdroaieastheBUIsr.^^hynar,Lxiii.o.l8.  TwolNirk* 
ish  ofaisftaias,  asraichaa  aad  Aidia,  left  their  names  to  Iheir 
eoaqassiB,  aad  ihmt  eoaqaesls te  iMr poslsrity,  Theoa^ 
(ivi^orraiaof  tfaesfasa  ehorehes  of  A^  wis  ooaaanuaatad 
181S,  ete.);  and  ikt  barbsroaa  loida  of  loaia  aad  Lydia 
still  trample  oa  the  awaameats  of  clsssio  aad  Ohiisliaa  aa- 
tiqmly.  blhe  lossof  Bphesaa,  theOhriatiaasdeplorsd  the 
fill  of  the  tot  angel,  the  extinetion  of  the  ftiat  eaadlesliok, 
of  the  Bevehttions:**  the  desolation  is  complete;  aad  the 
temple  of  Diaaa,  or  ikm  ehuroh  of  Mary,  will  equally  elnde 
the  search  of  the  evnoaa  tmiaMor.  Ths  droas  and  three 


*  Caatacuxenp.  though  he  relate*  the  bettle  and  heroic  flight  of  the  foun|B:er 
▲ndronictiB  {L  it.  c  6,  1,  8),  disMmbles  bjr  hia  lUence  the  loss  of  Frusa,  N«ce, 
nd  NieoaMaiK.  iHikh  «•  ftdrly  wutmnA  by  NHseph.  Greg.  (L  iriiL  IS,  tac  f  , 
13,  xi.  6).  It  appears  that  Nu  c  was  taken  hj  Orchan  in  ISM,  Mfi  MoOBNia 
in  133d,  which  are  somewhat  aiflerent  from  the  Turkish  date*. 

'  The  pnUtion  <rf  iho  Tuikieli  eintra  ki  eztracted  from  two  C0BtBaMntta% 
the  Greek  Niceph  ^^^rpp.  (I.  vii  1)  nnd  thn  Arabian  Marakeschi  (de  ffW^t"T% 
H.  p.  li.  76,  n).    tSee  likewiae  Uie  hrst  book  of  Laooicas  ChaloondjlM. 

**  TmTe)H  of  Wlealer  aad  Bpon,  o(  Pooock  and  Ohmndler.  aad  waam  far> 
tkrutarly  Smith's  Survej  of  the  Sf>ven  Thnrchp^  of  Asia,  pp.  305-S76.  The 
■Mre  piova  aBti<|aariea  Ubor  to  reoonoiie  the  pnoasiaes  aod  threMi  ci  Um  Mitbor 
«l  ilM  BAfitotiom  «aa  a»  fMfMH  MS  <C  tki  SMWi  dSaa 
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Btately  theatres  of  Laodicea  are  now  peopled  with  wolves 
aDil  foxes;  Sardis  is  redaced  to  a  miserable  village;  the 
God  of  Mahomet,  without  a  rival  or  a  son,  is  invoked  in 
the  mosques  of  Thyatira  and  Pergamus;  and  the  populous- 
Bess  of  Smyrna  is  supported  by  the  foreign  trade  of  the 
Franks  and  Armenians.  Philadelphia  alone  has  been  saved 
by  prophecy,  or  courago.  At  a  distance  from  the  sea,  for- 
got ton  by  the  emperors,  encompassed  on  all  sides  by  the 
Turks,  her  valiant  citizens  defended  their  religion  and  free- 
dom above  fourscore  years;  and  at  length  capitulated  with 
the  proudest  of  the  Ottomans.  Among  the  Greek  colonies 
and  churches  of  Asia,  Philadelphia  is  still  erect;  u  column 
in  a  scene  of  ruins;  a  pleasing  example  that  the  paths  of 
honor  and  safety  may  sometimes  be  the  same.  The  servi- 
tude of  Rhodes  was  delayed  above  two  centuries  by  the  es- 
tablishment (a.D.  1310,  Aug.  16 — ^A.D.  1523,  Jan.  1)  of  the 
knights  of  St.  John  of  Jerusalem:*'  under  the  discipline  of 
the  order,  that  island  emerged  into  fame  and  opulence;  the 
noble  and  warlike  monks  were  renowned  by  land  and  sea; 
and  the  bulwark  of  Christendom  provoked,  and  refwliedf 
the  arms  of  the  Turks  and  Saracens. 

The  Greeks,  by  their  intestine  divisions,  were  the  authom 
of  their  final  ruin.  During  the  civil  wars  of  the  elder  and 
younger  Andronicus,  the  son  of  Othman  achieved,  almost 
without  resistance,  the  conquest  of  Bithynia;  and  the  same 
disorders  encouraged  the  Turkish  emirs  of  Lydia  and  Ionia 
to  build  a  fleet,  and  to  pillage  (a  d.  1S41-1347)  the  adjacent 
islands  and  the  sea-coast  of  Europe.  In  the  defence  of  his 
life  and  honor,  Cantacuzene  was  tempted  to  prevent,  or  imi- 
tate, his  adversaries;  by  calling  to  his  aid  the  public  ene- 
mies of  his  religion  and  country.  Amir,  tlie  son  of  Aidin, 
concealed  under  a  Turkish  garb  the  humanity  and  polite- 
ness of  a  Greek;  he  was  united  with  the  great  domestic  by 
mutual  esteem  and  reciprocal  services;  and  their  friendship 

*  OoognK  book  ir.  of  Hi«t.  de  TOrdro  de  Malthe,  fmr  VAhb4  dt  Yertok 
lirik  pItMiBf  writer  betrays  his  ignorance,  m  Huppofhq^  lhat  0\hmm,%ism 
boour  fli  th»  Bit^jaiaa  MXk,  — iM  ^nktgt  kfmm  M  l  !■! 
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is  oompmd,  in  the  Tain  rlietorio  of  tbe  ttmee,  to  tiie  perfect 
uiiioii  of  Orestes  and  Pjlades.*'  On  the  report  of  the  danger 
of  his  friend,  who  wss  perseonted  by  an  nngmtef nl  eonrt,  the 
prince  of  Ionia  assembled  at  Smyrna  a  fleet  of  800  Teasels, 
with  an  army  of  29,000  men;  sailed  in  the  depth  of  winter, 
and  cast  anchor  at  the  mouth  of  the  Hebms.  From  thence, 
with  a  chosen  band  of  2,000  Turks,  he  marched  along  the 
banks  of  the  riTor,  and  rescued  the  empress,  who  was  be- 
sieged in  Demotica  by  the  wild  Bulgarians.  At  that  disas- 
trous moment,  the  life  or  death  of  his  beloTcd  Oantacuzene 
was  concealed  by  his  flight  into  Serria:  but  the  grateful 
Irene,  impatient  to  behold  her  deliTorar,  iuTited  him  to 
enter  the  city,  and  accompanied  her  message  with  a  pres- 
ent of  rich  apparel,  and  a  hundred  hemes.  By  a  peculiar 
strain  of  delicacy,  the  gende  Barbarian  refused,  in  the  ab- 
sence of  an  unfortunate  friend,  to  Tisit  his  wife,  or  to  taste 
the  luxuries  of  the  palace;  sustained  in  his  tent  the  rigor  of 
the  winter;  and  rejected  the  hospitable  gift,  that  he  might 
shsre  the  hardships  of  two  thousand  companions,  all  as  de- 
serring  as  himself  of  that  honor  and  distinction.  Necessity 
and  rcTenge  might  justify  his  predatory  exoursions  by  sea 
and  land:  he  left  9,600  men  for  the  guard  of  his  camp  and 
peiseTored  in  the  fruitiees  search  id  Oantaousene,  till  his 
embarkation  was  hastened  by  a  fictitious  letter,  the  soTerity 
of  the  season,  the  clamors  of  his  independent  troops,  and 
the  weight  of  his  ^poil  and  oaptiTss.  in  the  prosecution  of 
the  dTil  war,  the  prinee  of  Ionia  twioe  returned  to  Burope; 
joined  his  arms  with  those  of  the  emperor;  besieged  Thes- 
salonica,  and  threatened  Constantinople.  Calumny  might 
affix  some  reproach  on  his  imperfect  aid,  his  hasty  depart- 
ure, and  a  bribe  of  10,000  crowns,  which  he  accepted  from 
the  Byaantine  eonrt;  but  his  friend  was  satisfied;  and  the 
oonduct  of  Amir  is  excused  by  the  more  sacred  duty  of  de- 

Niorahorua  OragorM  has  osp«Uated  with  pleasure  od  this  amiatle  char- 
BtBim  (LAit  sUL  4.  10.  sir.  1.  S.  xtL  6).   GantaoDMiie  speaks  with  honor 

and  oatoem  of  his  ally  (1.  fii.  c.  56.  57,  63,  64.  66,  67,  68,  86.  89.  95,  96);  but 
be  leema  ijpUMraot  of  bi»  own  aeutimeatal  passion  for  the  Turk,  and  indireot^ 
Mm  Um  poHiMUlj  oltnoh  vBMlnralfriMiMup  (L  ir.  o.  40). 
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tedmg  ftguiuit  the  Latins  hu  herecHtny  dominions.  The 
maritime  power  of  the  TarkB  had  nnited  the  pope,  the  king 
of  Cyprus,  the  republic  of  Venice,  and  the  order  of  St. 
John,  in  a  laudable  crusade;  their  galleys  invaded  the  coast 
of  Ionia;  and  Amir  was  slain  with  an  arrow,  in  the  attempt 
to  wrest  from  the  Bhodian  knights  the  citadel  of  Smyrna.*' 
Before  his  death,  he  generously  recommended  another  ally 
of  his  own  nation;  not  more  sincere  or  zealous  than  himself, 
but  more  able  to  afford  a  prompt  and  powerful  succor,  by 
lus  ntoaiiofi  along  the  Propontis  and  in  the  front  of  Oon- 
stantinople.  By  the  prospect  of  a  more  advantageous  treaty, 
the  Turldah  prince  of  Bithynia  was  detached  from  his  en- 
gagements with  Anne  of  Savoy;  and  the  pride  of  Orohan 
dietBled  the  moat  solemn  pvoteetattona,  thai  if  he  could  ob- 
tain  the  daughter  of  Gantaonaene  he  would  inirafiably  fulfil 
the  daties  of  a  subject  and  a  son.  Parental  tenderness  wae 
silenoed  by  the  Toiee  of  ambitioii;  the  Gredc  ekigy  con- 
nived nl  tbe  marriage  of  a  Ohiielian  prinoeee  witii  a  eectaiy 
of  Mahomet;  and  the  father  of  Theodora  deeoribes,  witiL 
shamefol  aalisfaction,  liie  dishonor  of  the  purple.**  A  body 
of  Turkish  cavaliy  attended  the  ambasaadon,  who  diewi 
barked  from  thirty  vesBels  before  his  camp  of  Selybria.  >  A 
stately  pavilion  was  erected,  in  which  the  empieae  Iiwe 
passed  the  night  with  her  daughters.  In  the  morning.  The- 
odora  ascended  a  throne,  which  was  aumninded  with  cur- 
tains of  silk  and  gold ;  the  troops  were  under  ariUs;  but  tiw 
emperor  alone  was  on  horseback.  At  u  signal  the  eurtune 
were  suddenly  withdrawn,  to  disclose  the  bride,  or  the  tio- 
tim,  encirded  by  kneeling  eunuchs  and  hymeneal  torehee: 
the  sound  of  flutes  and  trumpets  proclaimed  the  joyful 
event;  and  her  pretended  happiness  was  the  theme  of  the 

*•  After  the  conquest  of  Srayni*  by  the  Latins,  the  defence  of  this  fortreai 
was  iinpoiHid  by  Pop©  Gregory  X.I.  ou  Uie  knighta  of  Rhodes  (Vertot,  I.  v.). 

CantaoHL  L  W.  c.  »5.    IRoiplk  Oreg;  who.  for  the  ligU  «C  Jfoont  Tabor, 

brands  the  emperor  with  the  names  of  tyrant  and  Herod,  exc««es,  rather  than 
blames,  this  Turkinh  marriage,  and  alleged  the  pa»8ioii  and  power  of  Orchaa 

•yyvraroc,  rai  2»r«M<(  vwvff  Mf'  mwfv  ^tif  II«pvt«ovt  {1\wkith}  vnpmApmw  Satpavw  (1.  XV, 
f).    Ue  afterwartl  oMmlM  Us  kiagCkMB  Mid  MiM.    8w  Itft  Sl^  in  Om- 

temir,  pp.  24-30. 
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iraptial  Bong,  whieh  was  oliAnted  by  such  poets  as  tiie  age 
could  produce.  Without  the  rites  of  the  church,  Theodora 
was  (A.D.  1840)  delivered  to  her  barbarous  lord:  but  it  had 
been  stipulated  that  she  should  preserve  her  religion  in  the 
harem  of  Bursa;  and  her  father  celebrates  her  charity  and 
devotion  in  this  ambiguous  situation.  After  his  peaceful 
establishment  on  the  throne  pf  Constantinople,  the  Greek 
emperor  visited  his  Turkish  ally,  who  with  four  sons,  by 
various  wives,  expected  him  at  Scutari,  on  the  Asiatic  shore. 
The  two  princes  partook,  with  seeming  cordiality,  of  the 
pleasures  id  the  banquet  and  the  chase;  and  Theodora  was 
permitted  to  repass  the  Bosphorus,  and  to  enjoy  some  days 
in  the  society  of  her  mother.  But  the  friendship  of  Orchan 
was  subservient  to  his  religion  and  interest;  and  in  the 
Genoese  war  he  joined  without  a  blush  the  enemies  of 
Oantaouaene. 

In  the  treaty  with  the  empress  Anne,  the  Ottoman  prince 
had  inserted  a  singular  condition,  that  it  should  be  lawful 
for  him  to  sell  his  prisoners  at  Constantinople,  or  transport 
them  into  Asia.  A  crowd  of  naked  Christians  oi  both  sexes 
and  every  age,  of  priests  and  monks,  of  matrons  and  virgins, 
was  exposed  in  the  public  maricet;  the  whip  was  frequently 
used  to  quicken  the  charily  of  redemption;  and  the  indigent 
Greeks  deplored  the  fate  of  their  brothron,  who  were  led 
away  to  the  worst  evils  of  temporal  and  spiritual  bondage.** 
Oantacuflene  was  reduced  to  subscribe  the  same  terms;  and 
their  execution  must  have  been  still  mora  pernicious  to  the 
empire:  a  body  of  10,000  Turks  had  been  detached  to  the 
assistance  of  the  empress  Anne;  but  the  entire  forces  of 
Orchan  were  exerted  in  the  service  of  his  father.  Yet  these 
calamities  wero  of  a  transient  nature;  as  soon  as  the  storm 
had  passed  away,  the  fugitives  might  return  to  their  habita* 
tions;  and,  at  tiie  conclusion  of  the  civil  and  foreign  wars, 
Europe  was  completely  evacuated  by  the  Moslems  of  Asia. 


**  The  most  lively  and  conciso  picture  of  this  captivity  may  bo  fousd  in  Um 
lustory  ol  IhicM  (c.  8),  who  fairly  daacribea  what  Cantacusene  ooniailtt  wilh 
agoIltjUiuhl 
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It  was  in  hia  last  quairel  ihA.  Ida  pupil  tiiat  Cantaoazeae 
inflieted  tiie  deep  and  deadly  womidf  wkiek  ocHild  new 
be  healed  by  hk  auooeaaors,  and  whklL  ia  poorly  expiated 
by  bia  ibeologieal  dialogaea  againat  the  prophet  Makmnet 
Ignorant  of  their  own  hiauny,  tiie  modem  Tiirlca  confound 
iheir  firat  and  their  final  paaaage  of  the  HeUeapont^"  and 
deaoribe  the  son  of  Orohan  as  a  nootnmal  robber^  who^  with 
eighty  companions,  explored  by  stratagem  a  hoetile  and 
unknown  shore.  Soliman,  at  the  head  of  10,000  hocae,  waa 
(a.d.  1868)  transported  in  tiie  teasels,  and  entertained  aa  the 
friend,  of  the  Greek  emperor.  In  the  oivil  wara  of  Bomania, 
he  performed  some  aerrioe,  and  perpetrated  more  miaohief; 
but  the  Gheraoneana  waa  insensibly  filled  with  a  Tnrkisk 
colony  \  and  the  Byzantine  court  B(^icited  in  vain  the  reat!- 
tntion  of  the  fortreasea  of  Thrace.  After  aome  aitf  ol  delajra 
between  the  Ottoman  prince  and  hia  aon,  their  ranaom  waa 
yalued  at  60,000  crowna,  and  the  fiiat  payment  had  been 
made,  when  an  earthquake  ehook  the  walla  and  citiea  d 
the  proyinoea;  the  dismantled  places  were  occupied  by  the 
Turka;  and  Gallipoli,  the  key  the  HeUespont,  waa  rebuilt 
and  repeopled  by  the  policy  ol  Soliman.  The  abdication  of 
Cantaonaene  diaaolved  the  faaibla  banda  of  domeatn  allianae; 
and  hia  laat  advice  admoniahed  hia  countrymen  to  deelina  a 
rash  contest,  and  to  compare  their  own  weakness  iHth  the 
numbeia  and  valor,  the  diaoipline  and  enthuaiaamt  ol  tiia 
Moslems.  Hia  prudent  connseb  were  deq^ised  by  the  head- 
ationg  yanity  ci  youth,  and  aoon  juatified  by  the  viotoriea 
el  the  Ottomana.  But  aa  he  piaotioBd  in  the  field  the  exer^ 
oise  of  the,^0ru2,  Soliman  waa  killed  by  a  fall  from  hia  hotae; 
and  the  aged  Oichan  wept  and  expired  on  the  tomb  ol  hia 
valiant  aon. 

But  the  Qreeka  had  not  time  to  lejoiee  in  the  death  ol 
their  enemiea;  and  the  Turkiah  cimeter  waa  wielded  with 

**  In  this  puaage,  and  the  first  conquetts  !n  Europe,  Outsmir  (pp.  37,  eto.) 
givM  a  miMrable  idea  of  hia  Turiciah  guides:  nor  am  I  much  bstter  satisAed  with 
Ohaloondyles  (1.  I  pp.  12.  etc.).  Tiiej  forget  to  consult  the  moat  antbeotic 
record,  the  i7th  book  of  Cantacuzene.  I  likewiM  mptt  llM  iMt  teok%  wJudi 
are  still  mautacript^  of  Nicaphorus  Or^foraa. 
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the  flame  apirii  by  Amorath  the  First  (a.d.  lMO-1889,  Sept.), 
the  0on  of  Orehan  aad  the  brother  of  Soliman.  By  the  pale 
and  funting  light  <si  the  BjBantine  annak,**  ire  ean  discern 
that  he  aabdued  without  reaiatance  tiie  whole  proyince  of 
Bonuuiia  or  Thraoe,  from  the  Hellespont  to  Mount  Hasmus, 
and  the  verge  of  the  capital;  and  that  Hadrianople  was 
chosen  for  the  rojal  seat  of  his  government  and  religion 
in  Europe.  Constantinoplei  whose  decline  is  almost  coeval 
with  her  foundation,  had  often,  in  the  lapse  of  a  thousand 
years,  been  assaulted  by  the  Barbarians  of  the  Bast  and 
West;  bu^  never  till  this  fatal  hour  had  the  Greeks  been 
surrounded,  both  in  Asia  and  Europe,  by  the  arms  of  the 
same  hostile  monarchy.  Yet  the  prudence  or  generoei^  of 
Amurath  postponed  for  a  while  tUs  easy  conquest;  and  his 
pride  was  satitffted  with  the  frequent  and  humble  attendance 
of  the  emperor  John  Palaologus  and  his  four  sons,  who  fol- 
lowed at  his  summons  the  oourt  and  camp  of  the  Ottoman 
prince.  He  marched  against  the  Sclavonian  nations  between 
the  Danube  and  the  Hadriatic,  the  Bulgarians,  Servians, 
Bosnians,  and  Albanians;  and  these  warlike  tribes,  who  had 
so  often  insulted  the  majesty  of  the  empire,  were  repeatedly 
broken  by  his  destructive  inroads.  Their  oountries  did  not 
abound  either  in  gold  or  silver;  nor  were  their  rustic  ham- 
lets and  townships  enriched  by  commerce,  or  decorated  by 
the  arts  of  luxury.  But  the  natives  of  the  soU  have  been 
distingubhed  in  every  age  by  their  hardiness  of  mind  and 
body;  and  they  were  converted  by  a  prudent  institution  into 
the  firmest  and  most  faithful  supporters  of  the  Ottoman 
greatness."*  The  visier  of  Amurath  reminded  his  sovereign 
that,  according  to  the  Mahometan  law,  he  was  entitled  to  a 
fifth  part  of  the  spoil  and  captives;  and  that  the  duty  might 
easily  be  levied,  if  vigilant  officers  were  stationed  at  Oal- 
lipoli,  to  watch  the  passage,  and  to  select  for  his  use  the 


**  Ailar  the  oonclusion  of  Cantacuzene  and  Gregoras,  there  foDowa  a  dark 
Intenral  of  a  bundrod  years.  George  PhratiKa,  Michaol  Ducas,  aad  Laooieilt 
Clialooiidjlea,  all  three  wrote  after  the  taking  of  Ckmstantinople. 

OMtendr,  pp.  89-41,  with  his  own  large  and  enrioua  annotattom. 
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■tonteBt  and  most  beautifnl  of  Christian  youth.  The 
advice  was  followed;  the  ediot  was  proelaimed;  many  thou- 
sands of  the  European  captives  were  eduoated  in  religion 
and  arms;  and  the  new  militia  was  oonseorated  and  named 
by  a  celebrated  dervish.  Standing  in  the  front  of  their 
ranks,  he  stretched  the  sleeve  of  his  gown  over  the  hesd 
of  the  foremost  soldier,  and  his  blessing  was  delivered  in 
these  words:  "Let  them  be  called  Janizaries  (Yengi  cheri^  or 
new  soldiers);  may  their  coontenanoe  be  ever  bright  I  their 
hand  victorious!  their  sword  keenl  may  their  spear  always 
hang  over  the  heads  <^  their  enemies  I  and  wheresoever  they 
go,  may  they  return  with  a  whiUt  face!^* "  Such' was  the  on* 
gin  of  these  haughty  troops,  the  terror  of  the  nations,  and 
sometimes  of  the  sultans  themselves.  Their  valor  has  de- 
clined, their  discipline  is  relaxed,  and  their  tumultuary  array 
is  incapable  of  contending  with  the  order  and  weapons  of 
modem  tactics;  bat  at  the  time  of  their  institutioii  they  pos- 
sessed a  decisive  superiori^  in  war;  since  a  regular  body  of 
infantry,  in  constant  exercise  and  pay,  was  not  maintained . 
by  any  of  the  princes  of  Ohristendom.  The  Janisaries 
fought  with  the  aeal  of  proselytes  against  their  iiolakrfnu 
countrymen;  and  in  the  batl^  of  Ooasova,  the  lesgue  and 
independence  of  the  Sdavonian  tribes  was  finally  omahed. 
As  the  conqueror  walked  over  the  field,  he  observed  that 
the  greater  part  of  the  slain  consisted  of  beardless  youths; 
and  listened  to  the  flattering  reply  of  his  visier,  that  sge  and 
wisdom  would  have  taught  them  not  to  oppose  his  irresisti- 
ble arms.  But  the  sword  of  his  Janisaries  could  not  defend 
him  from  the  dagger  M  despair;  a  Servian  soldier  started 
from  the  crowd  of  dead  bodies,  and  Amurath  was  (Sept.  9, 
1889)  pierced  in  the  belly  with  a  mortal  wound.  The  grand- 
son of  Othman  was  mild  in  his  temper,  modest  in  his  ap- 
parel, and  a  lover  of  learning  and  virtue;  but  the  Moslems 
were  scandalised  at  his  absence  from  public  worship;  and 


**  White  and  block  face  are  common  and  proverbial  expressiooa  of  praise 
and  reproach  in  the  Turkish  language.  Bjc  wigmr  est,  Imo  ta  BfOnaM  mnlto, 
WM  likewise  a  IaUu  seatenoa. 
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ht  wM  ooReefeed  by  tiie  flnnnesB  ol  the  mvfti,  wko  dand  lo 
v^jeot  bis  testimoiiy  in  a  civil  oanae:  a  miztare  <rf  senritado 
and  fraedom  nol  inftaqQent  in  Oriental  history.** 

The  chaiaotar  of  Bajaaet,  the  son  and  sueoeetor  of  Amn- 
ralh,  ia  strongly  expressed  in  his  somame  of  Ilderim^  or  the 
lightning;  and  he  might  glory  in  an  epithet,  which  was 
drawn  from  the  flery  eneigy  of  his  sonl  and  tfie  rapidity  of 
his  destmctive  march.  In  the  fourteen  years  of  his  reign"* 
(a.]>.  188(^1408,  March  9),  he  incessantly  moved  at  the  head 
of  his  armies,  from  Bourse  to  Hadrianople,  from  the  Danube 
to  the  Si^hrates;  and,  though  he  strenuously  labored  for 
the  propagation  of  the  law,  he  invaded,  with  impartial  am- 
bition, the  Christian  and  Mahometan  princes  of  Europe  and 
Asia.  From  Angom  to  Amasia  and  Brseroum,  the  north- 
ern regions  of  Anatolia  were  reduced  to  his  obedience:  he 
strqiped  of  their  hereditary  possessions  his  brother  emiis 
ol  G^hermian  and  Garamama,  of  Aidin  and  Saruldian;  and 
after  the  conquest  of  Iconiuni,  the  ancient  kingdom  ot  the 
Seljukiaos  again  revived  m  the  Ottoman  dynasty.  Nor  were 
the  conquests  of  Bigaaet  less  rapid  or  important  in  Buropo. 
Nosoonerhad  he  impoaed  angular  form  of  servitude  on  the 
Servians  and  Bulgaiiaiis  than  lie  passed  the  Danube  to  aeek 
mew  enemies  and  new  sabjesls  in  the  heart  of  Moldavia.'' 
Whatever  yet  adhered  to  the  Qfeek  empire  in  Thrace,  Mao- 
edooi%  and  Thewaly  acknowledged  a  Turkish  master:  an 
obseqidous  bishop  led  hun  throi^h  the  gates  of  Therraopyla 
into0reeee;  and  wo  may  observe, as  a  singular  fact,  that  the 

**  Life  and  death  of  Morad,  or  Amurath  L  in  Cantemir  (pp.  33-46),  the  iak 
book  of  Chalcond^lea,  and  the  Annalea  Tterdd  of  Ltradavluc.   According  to 

another  story,  the  Buitan  was  slAbbed  b}-  a  Croat  in  his  tent:  and  this  accident 
waa  alleged  to  Busbcquiua  (EpisU  i.  d8j  as  an  excuse  for  the  unworthj  precaa- 
tion  of  pinioning,  as  ft  were,  becwoen  two  nttandnntB,  an  ■mlwMadoff'e  mbm^ 
when  he  is  introduced  to  the  roval  presence. 

The  reicD  of  fiajazet  L  or  Ilderina  Bi^acid  is  contained  in  OMitmnir 
(p.  46),  tiw  lid  booir  of  Chaleondylee,  and  the  Annsles  Turelct.  TlM  miniaiiMl 
of  Ildorini,  or  liplitning,  is  an  example  that  the  conquerors  aad  poots  of  eveiy 
SAO  have/eM  the  truth  of  a  system  which  derivea  the  sublime  from  the  principlt 
of  terror. 

**  Oantemir,  who  rolebrateg  the  rictories  of  the  great  Stephen  orer  theTnrkl 
tp,  41),  liad  composed  the  ancient  and  modem  sute  of  his  princBMilitr  ot  lic^ 
Which  hM  bcw  long  praniaH      to  "V^^ 
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widow  of  a  Spanish  chief,  who  possessed  the  ancient  seat  of 
the  oracle  of  Delphi,  deserved  his  favor  by  the  sacrilice  of  a 
beauteous  daughter.  The  Turkish  communication  between 
Europe  and  Asia  had  been  dangerous  and  doubtful,  till  he 
stationed  at  Gallipoli  a  fleet  of  galleys,  to  command  the  Hel- 
lespont and  intercept  the  Latin  succors  of  Constantinople. 
While  the  monarch  indulged  his  passions  in  a  boundless 
range  of  injustice  and  cruelty,  he  imposed  on  his  soldiers 
the  most  rigid  laws  of  modesty  and  abstinence;  and  the 
harvest  was  peaceably  reaped  and  sold  within  the  precincts 
of  his  camp.  Provoked  by  the  loose  and  corrupt  adminis- 
tration of  justice,  he  collected  in  a  house  the  judges  and 
lawyers  of  his  dominions,  who  expected  that  in  a  few  mo- 
ments the  fire  would  be  kindled  to  reduce  them  to  ashes. 
His  ministers  trembled  in  silence:  but  an  Ethiopian  buffoon 
presumed  to  insinuate  the  tme  cause  of  the  evil;  and  futuxe 
venality  was  left  without  excuse  by  annexing  an  adequate 
salary  to  the  office  of  cadi.**  The  humble  title  of  emir  was 
no  longer  suitable  to  the  Ottoman  greatness;  and  Bajazet 
oondeeoended  to  accept  a  patent  of  sultan  from  the  caliphs 
who  served  in  Egypt  under  the  yoke  of  the  Mamalukes:*" 
ft  last  and  Mvolons  homage  that  was  yielded  by  force  to 
opinion;  by  the  Turkish  oonqnerois  to  the  house  of  Abbas 
and  the  enooeeaoni  of  the  Arabian  prophet  The  ambition 
of  the  siiltaa  was  inflamed  by  the  obligation  of  deserving 
this  angnat  title;  and  he  tnnied  hie  anna  againat  the  king- 
dom of  Hungary,  the  perpetual  ^eatre  of  the  Tnrkiah  vie- 
tories  and  defeats.  Sigiamond,  the  Hungarian  king,  was 
tiie  eon  and  brother  of  tiie  emperors  of  the  West:  his  cause 
was  that  of  IKuope  and  the  church :  and,  on  the  report  of 
hia  danger,  the  bravest  knights  of  France  and  Germany 

"  Lennclav.  Aiinal.  Turc.  pp.  318,  319.  The  venality  of  the  cadia  has  lonff 
been  an  object  of  scandal  and  satire ;  and  if  we  diatruat  the  obaervatioas  of  our 
tmvallom,  wa  may  ooMolt  Urn  Ming  4if  tiM  Turin  theoiMlvM  (d'Hartolot, 
BIblio.  Orient,  pp.  216,  217,  229,  230). 

**  The  hiCXy  which  ia  attested  by  the  Arabic  history  of  Ben  Schounah,  a 
eonlanpofarf  Syrian  (do  Guignsa,  HiaU  des  Huns,  iv.  336).  deatrOTs  the  leati* 
mony  of  Saad  Eflcndl  tad  OialMnlr  (p.  UX  «<  tt»  aiMtion  o<  OOmhi  to  llw 
digni^  Ql  Buitao. 
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wm  m^gn  to  march  trnder  his  standard  and  that  of  the 
cross.  In  the  battle  of  Nicopolia  (a.d.  1896,  Sept.  28), 
Bajazet  defeated  a  confederate  army  of  100,000  Christians, 
-who  had  proudly  boasted  that  if  the  sky  ahould  fall  thej 
eoold  uphold  it  on  their  lances.  The  far  greater  ptjrt  irare 
slain  or  driven  iufo  the  Danube;  and  Sigismond,  escaping 
to  Oonstantiiiople  by  the  river  and  the  Black  Sea,  returned 
after  a  long  circuit  to  his  exhausted  kingdom."  In  the 
pride  of  victory  Bajazet  threatened  that  he  would  besiege 
Buda;  that  he  would  subdue  the  adjacent  countries  of  Ger- 
many and  Italy;  and  that  he  would  feed  his  horee  with  % 
bustiel  of  oats  on  the  altar  of  St.  Peter  at  Borne.  His  prog- 
ran  was  checked,  uoi  by  the  miraculous  inteiposition  of  the 
apoade,  not  by  a  crusade  of  the  Christian  powers,  but  by  a 
]oag  and  painful  fit  of  the  gout  The  disorders  of  the  moral 
aie  aometiBiea  corrected  by  thoae  oi  the  physical  workL;  and 
aa  aerimonious  humor  falling  on  a  single  fibre  of  one  man 
nay  prevent  or  suspend  the  misery  of  nations. 

Such  is  the  general  idea  of  the  Hungarian  war;  but  ikub 
disastrous  adventure  of  the  French  (a.d.  1396-1398)  has  pro- 
cured us  some  memorials  which  illustrate  the  victory  and 
character  of  Bajazet. ••  The  duke  of  Burgundy,  sovereign 
of  Flanders  and  uncle  of  Charles  the  Sixth,  yielded  to  the 
ardor  of  his  son,  John,  count  of  Nevers;  and  the  fearless 
jouth  was  aocompanied  by  four  princes,  his  cousins^  and 
^ose  of  the  French  monarch.  Their  inexperience  was 
guided  by  the  sire  de  Coucy,  one  of  the  best  and  oldest 
captaina  of  Ghriatendom;**  but  the  constable,  admiial^  and 

»•  Decades  Rer.  Hungar.  (Dec.  Hi.  1.  ii.  ^1^)  of  BonfiniuB.  an  Itnliun,  who, 
Id  thtt  XTth  centurj,  w«b  inrit«d  isto  Htu^ary  vo  compoM  «a  eioquent  imuxj 
of  that  Ui^rdom.  Tet,  if  H  be  wtant  aad  a«c«Mfble,  I  should  gifo  the  prefer- 
onco  to  some  homely  chronicle  of  the  tinio  and  country. 

**  I  should  not  complain  <A  the  Ubor  of  this  work.  U  my  iMterieU  were 
tkwKf  decired  from  mdi  boekB  is  the  ehronide  of  honest  Frolssirt  (Ir.  e.  6f , 
«>,  12,  74,  79-83,  85.  87,  80),  who  rf  fid  lUtle.  inquired  much,  and  believed  all. 
The  oriRiael  Meat.  o<  the  mrocbal  de  iioucicMiU  (pert  L  c  ^2-28)  edd  eooe 
^bi,  but  they  ere  dry  end  defldent.  If  eenparsd  wtth  the  plsssant  gmulitf  of 

Froiftsart. 

•i  An  eoeurete  meflaoir  the  lile  of  Koquerrsml  VIL,  sire  de  Coucgr*  has 
taan  fllsM  bf  tte  kM  ^  ImMms  (Hist  «i  TAcnA.  4m  iMchpt  nv.k 
Hisnokeadpoassislonswera  equsBy  considerable  to  fknaeeaad  >^{Imi<;  «■< 
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marshal,  of  Prance"  commanded  an  army  which  did  not  ex- 
ceed the  number  of  a  thousand  knights  and  squires.  These 
splendid  names  were  the  source  of  presumption  and  the  bane 
of  discipline.  So  many  might  aspire  to  command  that  none 
were  willing  to  obey;  their  national  spirit  despised  both  their 
enemies  and  their  allies;  and  in  the  persuasion  that  Bajazet 
would  fly,  or  must  fall,  they  began  to  compute  how  soon  they 
should  visit  Constantinople  and  deliver  the  holy  sepulchre. 
"When  their  scouts  announced  the  approach  of  the  Turks, 
the  gay  and  thoughtless  youths  were  at  table,  already  heated 
with  wine ;  they  instantly  clasped  their  armor,  mounted  their 
horses,  rode  full  speed  to  the  vanguard,  and  resented  as  an 
affront  the  advice  of  Sigismond,  which  would  have  deprived 
them  of  the  right  and  honor  of  the  foremost  attack.  The 
'battle  of  Nicopolis  would  not  have  been  lost  if  the  French 
would  have  obeyed  the  prudence  of  the  Hungarians:  but 
it  might  have  been  gloriously  won  had  the  Hungarians 
imitated  the  valer  of  the  French.  They  dispersed  the 
first  line,  consisting  of  the  troops  of  Asia;  forced  a  ram- 
part of  stakes,  which  had  been  planted  against  the  cav- 
alry; broke,  after  a  bloody  conflict,  the  Janizaries  them- 
selvoi;  and  wwe  at  length  overwhelmed  by  the  numerous 
squadrons  tliat  issued  from  the  woods  and  charged  on  all 
sides  this  handful  of  intrepid  warriors.  In  the  speed 
and  seorecj  of  his  march,  in  the  order  and  evolutions 
of  the  battle,  bis  enemies  feh  sad  admired  the  militsrj 
tidenia  of  Bajazet  They  aoonse  his  omeHtj  in  the  nse  ot 
yietoiy.  After  reserving  the  oonnt  of  Neven,  and  fonr- 
and-twentj  lords,  whose  birth  and  riehes  were  attested  bj 
his  Latin  interpreters,  the  remainder  el  the  French  captives, 
who  had  survived  the  slaughter  of  the  day,  were  led  before 

tn  1876,  he  led  an  ariny  of  adventurers  into  RwitKcrland,  to  recover  a  large 
patrimony  which  he  claimed  in  right  of  his  grandmother,  the  daughter  of  the 
emperor  Albert  L  of  Austrlft  ^Bteiier,  Tofi«e  dam  k  SolMe  Oedmnt.  L  118). 

•*  That  military  ofRcc.  so  respectable  at  present,  was  still  more  conspicuous 
when  it  was  divided  between  two  persons  (Daniel,  Hist,  de  la  Milice  Frani;.  ii. 
S).  One  of  these,  the  marshal  of  the  cnuade,  WM  the  famous  Boadcault,  who 
afterward  defended  ConHtantinopleb  gOfNMd  <l«Mft»  lovaded  the  OOtafeof  A«ia» 
end  died  in  the  field  of  Azincour. 
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Ae  tiir<— ;  aad,  «b  they  vefaied  abjoie  IMtImIIi,  ivm 
■aflceaglTe^y  faehewhd  In  his  pnwnoe.  tte  voilui  wbb 
ensprntod  by  km  of  lis  Imvest  JaninrieB;  and  if 
it  be  trae  thati  on  tlie  eva  of  the  engagement,  the  Frenoii 
had  Buuaacied  Ihexr  Tttrkiah  pnaonera,**  they  might  impale 
to  themaalTeB  the  eodisequencea  of  a  joat  letaliatioii.  A 
knight,  whoee  life  had  been  ^ared,  waa  pennitled  ta  letora 
to  Paiia,  that  he  might  lalata  tiie  deploiable  tale  and  aolieit 
the  ranaom  of  Ibe  noble  oaptiTM.  In  tbe  meanwhile,  Ae 
oonnt  of  Keveia,  and  the  prineea  and  banma  <A  ¥mtm, 
were  dragged  aioag  in  the  nansfaea  of  the  Tnrkirii  camp, 
ezpoBed  aa  a  gntef  ol  trophy  to  the  Moeleoaa  of  Earope  and 
Aaia,  and  atiieily  eoaflned  at  Bovraa,  aa  often  aa  Bajasflt 
landed  at  hia  capitaL  The  anhaa  waa  praned  eaeh  day 
to  expiate  with  their  blood  the  Uood  of  hie  martyrs;  bvt  he 
bad  jKoooaaeed  that  Ibey  eboakl  Im,  and  eithi^  far  mercy 
or  deatroetion  hie  word  waa  inorooriile.  He  waa  aaaared  of 
tbeir  valne  and  importaaoe  by  the  Tetom  of  tbe  meaKnger, 
and  Ibe  gifts  and  intevoeminaa  of  the  kingi  of  Fnnoe  and 
of  Gypma.  Imignaii  preasnted  bim  with  a  gold  aaltKsellar 
of  eariona  workmanahip,  and  of  tbe  prioa  of  10,000  dneali; 
and  Charlea  tbe  Sixth  deqialriied  by  tiM  W17  of  Hmigaiy 
a  caat  of  Norwegian  bawki,  and  lix  bone-loada  of  aoarlel 
dotb,  of  fine  linen  of  Bbehnii  and  of  Axtm  tapestry,  rep- 
■oawntiag  the  batllea  of  Ibe  great  Alexander.  After  modi 
delay,  the  effect  of  diataaoe  nuOier  than  of  ait,  fiajaaet  agreed 
•a  aeeepta  fanaom  of  SOO,OOOdnoailafor  tbeooantof  Hema 
and  the  anrriTing  prineea  and  baiona;  the  manhal  Bond- 
eanlt,  a  famoaa  warrior,  waa  of  the  number  of  the  f ortanatB; 
bat  tiie  admiral  of  France  bad  been  abda  in  tbe  battle;  and 
tbe  oonatable,  witii  tbe  aire  do  Oouoy,  died  m  the  priaon  of 
Bonrea.  This  heavy  demand,  whioh  waa  doubled  by  inci* 
dental  ooeta,  fell  chiefly  on  the  duke  of  Bnrgandy,  or  zaiher 
on  hia  Flemi^  anbjeeti,  who  were  bound  by  the  feudal  lam 


•>  for  tins  oditM  last.  1km  AbM  de  Vertot  quolw  th«  aM.  Mam,  4* 
Btnjs*  L  XTi.  c  10, 11  (OrdN  de  lOltba,  U.  8UI^ 
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to  oontnlmle  lor  tke  kmghtiiood  and  captifiiy  of  Hie  eldeil 
mm  of  their  lord.  For  the  faithf  nl  discharge  ol  ih»  debt, 
some  mevohttits  ol  Qenoa  gare  woomatj  to  the  amooni  of 
fiye  times  the  enm;  a  leaBon  to  thoee  warlike  times,  that 
eommeree  aod  eredit  are  the  links  of  the  society  of  nations. 
It  had  been  stipulated  in  the  treaty  that  the  French  captiTes 
should  swear  never  to  bear  arms  against  the  person  of  their 
conqueror;  but  the  ungenerous  restraint  was  abolished  by 
Bajaaet  himself.  '*I  despise,**  said  he  to  the  heir  of  Bur- 
gundy, *'thy  oaths  and  thy  arms.  Thoa  art  young,  and 
mayest  be  ambitions  of  e&cing  the  disgrace  or  misfortune 
of  thy  first  chiTahry.  Assemble  thy  powers,  proclaim  thy 
design,  and  be  assured  that  Bajaaet  will  rejoice  to  meet  thee 
a  second  time  in  a  field  of  battle.*'  Before  their  departure, 
tiiey  were  indulged  in  the  freedom  and  hospitality  ol  the 
court  of  Bourse.  The  Frsnch  princes  admired  the  msgnifl- 
cence  of  the  Ottoman,  whose  hunting  and  hawking  equipage 
was  composed  of  7,06o  huntsmen  and  7,000  fokonen.**  In 
their  presence,  and  at  his  command,  the  belly  of  one  <»f  his 
chamberlains  was  cut  open,  on  a  complaint  against  him  for 
drinking  tiie  goat's-milk  ol  a  poor  woman.  The  strangers 
were  astonished  by  this  act  of  justice;  but  it  was  the  justice 
of  a  sultan  who  cUsdains  to  balance  tiie  weight  of  CYidenee 
or  to  measure  the  dogrees  of  guilt 

After  his  enfranchisement  from  an  oppressive  guardian, 
John  Palttologus  remained  ihirty-siz  years  (A.o.  1866,  Jan. 
8 — A,i>.  1891),  the  helpless,  and  as  it  should  seem  the  care- 
less, spectator  of  the  public  ruin.**  Love,  or  rather  lust,  was 
his  only  vigorous  passion;  and  the  Turkish  slave  forgot  the 


Sbtrafeddin  AU  (HItl  dt  Thnoar  Bee.  I.  c.  13)  allows  BajaMt  a  ronl 
BUmber  of  12.000  officen?  nnt]  scrvanta  r>(  the  chase.  A  part  of  his  flpoils  WM 
afterward  displayed  in  a  htmling  mutch  of  Timour:  1,  liound'^  witli  natin  hous- 
ings; 3.  leopards  wltii  QOUvi  MC  with  jeweL^;  3.  Grecian  greyhounds;  and, 
4,  do^H  from  Kiirope,  as  strong  as  African  lions  (idem.  I.  vi  c.  15).  Ba|aC0t 
was  parlicnlarly  fond  of  f\j\ng  his  hawks  at  cranes  (Chalcondyles,  1.  ii.  35). 

*  For  tiie  rei(;ns  of  John  PftliBologus  and  bis  son  Manuel,  from  1354  to  140S, 
see  Dticas,  c.  9-15.  Phranza,  1.  1.  c.  16-21,  and  the  \»i  and  iid  books  oi  Gkal- 
oradykM,  whoM  proper  subject  is  drowned  iu  a  sea  of  episode. 

VOU  VI.— 48 
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diBhonor  of  the  emperor  of  the  Romans.  AndroniouBt  hia 
eldest  son,  had  formed,  at  Hadnanople,  an  intimate  and 
guilty  friendship  with  Sauz^,  the  son  of  Amnrath;  and  the 
two  youths  conepired  against  the  authority  and  lives  of  their 
parents.  The  presence  of  Amuxath  in  Europe  soon  disooy- 
ered  and  dissipated  their  rash  counsels;  and,  after  depriving 
Sanzes  of  his  sight,  the  Ottoman  threatened  his  vassal  with 
the  treatment  of  an  accomplioe  and  an  enemy,  unless  he 
inflicted  a  similar  punishment  on  his  own  son.  Palseologus 
trembled  and  obeyed;  and  a  cruel  precaution  involved  in 
the  same  sentence  the  childhood  and  innocence  of  John  the 
son  of  the  criminal.  But  the  operation  was  so  mildly,  or 
80  unskilfully,  performed,  that  the  one  retained  the  sight  of 
an  eye,  and  the  other  was  afflicted  only  with  the  infirmity 
of  squinting.  Thus  excluded  from  the  succession,  the  two 
princes  were  confined  in  the  tower  of  Anema;  and  the  piety 
of  Manuel,  the  second  son  of  the  reigning  monarch,  was 
xewarded  with  the  gift  of  the  Imperial  crown.  But  at  the 
end  of  two  yean,  the  turbulence  of  the  Latins  and  the  levity 
of  the  Greeks  produced  a  revolution;  and  the  two  emperors 
were  buried  in  the  tower  from  whence  the  two  prisoners 
were  exalted  to  the  throne.  Another  period  of  two  jeara 
afforded  Palseologus  and  Manuel  the  means  of  escape:  it 
was  contrived  by  the  magic  or  subtlety  of  a  monk,  who 
was  alternately  named  the  angel  or  the  devil:  they  fled  to 
Scutari;  their  adherents  armed  in  their  cause;  and  the  two 
Byzantine  factions  displayed  the  ambition  and  animosity 
with  which  Csesar  and  Pompey  had  disputed  the  empire 
of  the  world.  The  Boman  world  was  now  contracted  to  a 
comer  of  Tlirace,  between  the  Propontis  and  the  Black  Sea, 
about  fifty  miles  in  length  and  thirty  in  breadth;  a  space 
of  ground  not  more  extensive  than  the  lesser  principali- 
ties of  Germany  or  Italy,  if  the  remains  of  Constantinople 
had  not  still  represented  the  wealth  and  populousness  of  a 
kingdom.  To  restore  the  public  peace,  it  was  found  neces- 
sary to  divide  this  fragment  of  the  empire;  and  while  Palae- 
ologus  and  Manuel  were  left  in  possession  of  the  capital, 
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almoBt  all  that  kj  widiout  tiie  walla  naa  oeded  to  blind 
pnnoea,  who  fixed  their  reaideiioe  at  Rhodoato  and  Selybria. 
In  tiie  tranquil  alnmber  of  royalty,  the  passioas  of  John  Pa- 
IsBologns  aorvived  hia  reason  and  his  strength ;  and  Mannel, 
with  a  hnndied  of  the  nobleat  Greeka,  waa  sent  <m  a  peiemp- 
toiy  anmmona  to  the  Ottoman^or<0.  They  aenred  with  honor 
in  the  wars  of  Bajaaet;  bnt  a  plan  of  fortifying  Constantino- 
ple ezdted  hia  j^onay:  he  threatened  their  Uvea;  the  new 
worka  were  inatantly  demoHahed;  and  we  shall  beatow  a 
praise,  perhaps  above  the  menX  of  PalsBologus,  if  we  impute 
this  laat  hnmiliation  aa  the  canse  of  hia  death. 

The  earliest  intelligenoe  of  that  event  waa  oomnranicated 
to  Manuel  (A.D.  1891-1425),  who  escaped  with  speed  and 
aecrecy  from  the  palace  of  Bourse  to  the  Byzantine  throne. 
Bajaaet  affected  a  proud  indifference  at  the  loss  of  this  valu- 
able pledge ;  and  while  he  pursued  his  conquests,  in  Europe 
and  Asia,  he  left  the  emperor  to  struggle  with  his  blind 
cousin  John  of  Selybria,  who,  in  eight  years  of  civil  war, 
asserted  his  right  of  primogeniture.  At  length  the  ambition 
of  the  vietorioua  sultan  pointed  to  the  conquest  of  Constan- 
tinople; but  he  listened  to  the  advice  of  his  viaier,  who  rep- 
resented that  such  an  enterprise  might  unite  the  powers  of 
Christendom  in  a  second  and  more  fomudable  orusade.  His 
epistle  to  the  emperor  waa  conceived  in  these  words:  *'By 
the  divine  clemency,  our  invincible  eimeter  haa  reduced  to 
our  obedience  almost  all  Asia,  with  many  and  large  coun- 
tries in  Europe,  excepting  only  the  city  of  Constantinople; 
for  beyond  the  walls  thou  hast  nothing  left.  Resign  that 
city;  stipulate  thj  reward;  or  tremble,  for  thyself  and  thy 
unhappy  people,  at  the  consequences  of  a  raah  refusal.** 
Bnt  hia  ambassadora  were  iDstructed  to  soften  their  tone, 
and  to  propoae  a  treaty,  which  waa  subscribed  with  sub- 
missioii  and  gratitude.  A  truce  of  ten  yean  waa  purchased 
by  an  annual  tribute  of  80,000  crowna  of  gold:  the  Oreeka 
deplored  the  public  toleration  of  the  law  of  If  ahomet,  and 
Bajazet  enjoyed  the  glory  of  eatablishing  a  Turldah  cadi, 
jmd  founding  a  royal  mosque,  in  the  metropolis  el  the  East- 
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«m  cHurcb.**  Tet  this  tnioe  was  soon  violated  by  the  rest- 
less sultan:  in  the  cause  of  the  prinee  of  Selybria,  the  lawful 
emperor,  an  army  of  Ottomans  again  threatened  Constanti- 
nople; and  the  distress  of  Manuel  implored  the  protection  of 
the  king  of  France.  His  plaintiye  embassy  obtained  mneh 
pity  and  some  relief;  and  the  conduct  of  the  succor  was  in* 
trusted  to  the  marshal  Boucicault,"  whose  religious  chiyalzy 
was  inflamed  by  the  desire  of  revenging  his  captivity  on  the 
infidels.  He  sailed  with  four  ships  of  war  from  Aigues- 
mortes  to  the  Hellespont;  forced  the  passage,  which  was 
guarded  by  seventeen  Turkish  galleys;  landed  at  Constan- 
tinople a  supply  of  600  men-at-arms  and  1,600  archers;  and 
reviewed  them  in  the  adjacent  plain,  without  condescending 
to  number  or  array  the  multitude  cd  (heeks.  By  his  pres- 
ence, the  blockade  was  raised  both  by  sea  and  land;  the 
flying  squadrons  of  Bajaset  were  driven  to  a  more  respect- 
ful distance;  and  several  castles  in  Europe  and  Asia  were 
stormed  by  the  emperor  and  the  marshal,  who  fought  with 
equal  valor  by  each  other's  side.  But  the  Ottomans  soon 
returned  with  an  increase  of  numbers;  and  the  intrepid 
Boucicault,  after  a  year's  struggle,  resolved  to  evacuate  a 
country  which  could  no  longer  afford  either  pay  or  provis- 
ions for  his  soldiers.  The  marshal  offered  to  conduct  Man- 
uel to  the  French  court,  where  he  might  solicit  in  person  a 
supply  of  men  and  money;  and  advised  in  the  meanwhile, 
that,  to  extinguish  all  domestic  discord,  he  should  leave 
his  blind  competitor  on  the  throne.  The  proposal  was  .em- 
braced: the  prince  of  Selybria  was  introduced  to  the  capital; 
and  such  was  the  public  misery  that  the  lot  of  the  exile 
seemed  more  fortunate  than  that  of  the  sovereign.  Instead 
of  applauding  the  success  of  his  vassal,  the  Turkish  sultan 
claimed  the  city  as  his  own;  and  on  the  refusal  of  the  em- 
peror John,  Constantinople  was  more  closely  pressed  by 


^  Cantcmlr.  pp.  B0-6S.    Of  the  Greeks,  ])QeMaloM(c.  18,  IB)  AdcnowledgW 

tbft  Turkish  oRdi  at  rnnstanlinople.    Yet  eren  Ducas  dissetnblefl  the  mosque. 

**  Mem.  du  boa  Meeaire  Jeaa  le  Miuagre,  dit  BoucicauU,  Mar^cli&i  de  FFance, 
^■rti.  «.  8<MS. 
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the  ealimillei  of  wir  ftnd.&mine.  Againal  snoh  aa  mmuj^ 
prajen  aad  mifltMioe  were  alike  unavailing;  and  tlie  aav- 
age  would  have  deTonred  his  prey,  if,  in  the  fatal  moment, 
he  had  not  been  overthrown  bj  another- savage  stronger 
than  himself.  Bj  the  victory  of  Timonr,  or  Tamerlane,  the 
fall  of  Constantinople  was  delayed  abovt  fifty  years;  and 
this  important,  thongh  accidental,  service  may  justly  intro- 
dnoe  the  life  and  chanoter  of  the  Mogul  conqueior. 


CHAPTER  LXV 

Slevaiion  of  Timour  or  Tamerlane  to  the  Throne  cf  Samar* 
cand — H  is  Conquests  in  Persia^  Georgia,  Tartary^  Russia^ 
India^  Syria,  and  Anatolia-^ II is  Turkish  War — Defeat 
and  Captivity  of  Bajazet — DeaUt  of  Timour — Ciuil  Wat 
of  the  Sons  of  Bajazet — Restoration  of  the  Turkish  Mon- 
arehp  by  Mahomet  the  FirH — ^^M^  of  OontkuUinopie  6y 
Amuraih  the  iSecond 

THE  conquest  and  monarchy  of  the  world  was  the  first 
object  of  the  ambition  of  Timour.  To  live  in  the 
memory  and  esteem  of  future  ages  was  the  second 
wish  of  his  magnanimous  spirit.  All  the  civil  and  military 
transactions  of  his  reign  were  diligently  recorded  in  the  jour- 
nals of  kis  secretaries:'  the  authentic  narrative  was  revised 
by  the  persons  best  informed  of  each  particular  transaction; 
and  it  is  believed  in  the  empire  and  family  of  Timour  that 
the  monarch  liinisflf  cfMnposcd  the  corrnnentnrics*  of  his  life, 

^  Th«M  Joaraals  were  coamunioatod  to  Sherefsddfai,  «r  Charafeddhi  AU,  a 

native  of  Yozd,  who  composed  in  the  Pfirpian  lan^riiHt^  r  history  of  Timour  Boff, 
wliich  lata  beeo  iraaslated  into  French  bv  U.  Petit  de  la  Croix  (Paris,  1721, 
4  70ls.  ISmo),  and  has  always  been  my  faithful  pniide.  His  ireofrrsphj  and 
chronology  are  wonderfully  aocnrate;  Htul  li»>  mav  be  tmnted  for  piiblir-  fnrts. 
though  lie  HervUely  praises  the  Tirtue  and  iortuoe  of  the  hero.  Timour's  atten- 
tion to  procure  iotelitgenoe  from  hia  own  and  foraign  cmmtrim  waif  be  Men  bi 

the  Instit\uiona,  pp.  215.  217.  340,  35! 

*  These  Commeutahes  are  yet  uokuown  in  Kurope:  but  Mr.  White  gives 
MiM  liopo  that  ihey  may  be  imported  and  translated  by  hit  himi  MajTM"  amtf. 
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and  the  inatUuition^  of  his  goyemment.*  But  these  osies 
were  ineSectual  for  the  piesmrratioB  of  his  fame,  and  these 
preoioQS  memoiiais  in  the  Mogul  or  Persian  language  were 
concealed  from  the  world,  or  at  least  from  the  knowledge, 
of  Europe.  The  nations  which  he  Tanqoished  exercised  a 
.  base  and  impotent  revenge;  and  ignorance  has  long  repeated 
the  tale  of  calumny,*  which  had  disfigured  the  bir&i  and 
character,  the  person,  and  even  the  name,  of  Tamerlane.* 
Yet  his  real  merit  would  be  enhanced,  rather  than  debased, 
bj  the  elevation  of  a  peasant  to  the  throne  of  Asia:  nor  can 
his  lameness  be  a  theme  of  reproach,  unless  he  had  the 
weakness  to  blush  at  a  natural,  or  perhaps  an  honorable, 
infirmity. 

In  tiie  eyes  of  the  Moguls,  who  held  the  indefeasible 
succession  of  the  house  of  Zingis,  he  was  doubtless  a  rebel 
subject;  yet  he  sprang  from  the  noble  tribe  of  Berlass:  Ids 
fifth  ancestor,  Carashar  Nevian,  had  been  the  yiaier  of  Za- 

who  had  read  iu  the  Kaat  this  "minute  aud  faithful  narrative  of  an  interesting 
and  eventful  period.'* 

'  I  am  ignorant  whether  the  original  Institution,  in  the  Turkish  or  Mogul 
language,  be  still  extant.  The  Persic  version,  witli  an  English  tranalation  and 
most  valuable  index,  was  published  (Oxford,  1783,  4to)  by  the  joint  labors  of 
Major  Davy  nnd  Mr,  White,  the  Arabic  professor.  This  work  has  been  since 
traDiilated  from  the  Peraio  into  French  (Paris,  1787)  by  M.  Langlcs,  a  learned 
Orientalist,  who  has  addod  tiie  Life  of  Timour,  and  many  curiotta  notes. 

*  Shah  AUum,  the  present  Mogul,  reads,  values,  but  cannot  imitate,  the 
Institutions  of  his  great  ancestor.  The  Knglish  tran.slator  relies  on  their  internal 
evidence:  but  if  any  suspicions  should  arise  of  fraud  and  fleticii,  tliey  will  not 
be  dispelled  by  Major  Prwy'^  loftor.  The  Orientals  have  never  cultivated  the 
art  of  crittciam ;  the  patronage  of  a  prince,  leas  honorable  perhaps,  is  not  leas 
lucrative  than  that  of  a  booksdlw;  nor  can  It  be  deemed  incredible  tliat  a  Per* 
Bian,  tlie  rfoi  author,  should  renounce  Xb»  credit^  to  nUae  the  value  and  price, 
of  the  work. 

*  The  original  of  the  tale  is  found  in  the  following  work,  which  Is  much 
esteemed  for  its  florid  elcpnnce  of  style:  Ahmedis  ArabniatUn  (Ahrned  Ebn 
Arabsliah)  Vitat  et  Rerum  gailarum  Timuri.  Arabice  et  Latine.  Kdidit  Satnwl 
Mturicua  Manger.  FSraneqvtrmt  If  S9,  S  lorn,  4tO.  This  Syrian  author  is  ever 
a  malicious,  and  often  an  ignorant,  enemy:  the  very  titles  of  his  chapters  are 
injurious;  as  how  the  wicked,  as  how  the  impious,  as  how  the  viper,  etc.  The 
copious  article  of  TmUR,  in  fiiblio.  Orient,  is  of  a  mixed  nature,  as  d'Herbelot 
indifferently  draws  his  materials  (pp.  877-S8S)  from  Khoodemir,  Ebn  Schounah, 
and  the  Lebtarikh. 

*  Pemir,  or  Tumour,  signtflea,  in  the  Turkish  language^  Iron ;  and  Btg  is  the 
appellation  of  a  lord  or  prince.  By  the  change  of  a  letter  or  accent,  it  is  changed 
into  Lene,  or  lame ;  and  a  £uropeau  corruption  confounds  the  two  words  in  (he 
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gatai,  in  liia  new  realm  of  Tranaoxiana;  and  in  the  aaoent 
of  some  generationa,  the  branch  of  Timonr  ia  confounded, 
at  least  by  the  females/  with  the  Imperial  stem."  He  was 
bom  for^  miles  to  the  south  of  Samarcand,  in  the  Tillage 
of  Sebaar,  in  the  fruitful  territory  of  Gash,  of  which  his 
fathers  were  the  hereditary  chiefs,  as  well  as  of  a  toman  of 
10,000  horse.*  His  birth**  was  cast  on  one  of  thosenperiods 
of  anarchy  which  announce  the  fall  of  the  Asiatic  dynasties, 
and  open  a  new  field  to  adventurous  ambition.  The  khans 
of  Zagatai  were  extinct;  the  emirs  aq>ired  to  independence; 
and  their  domestic  feuds  could  only  be  suspended  by  the 
conquest  and  tyranny  of  the  khans  of  Gashgar,  who,  with 
an  anny  of  G-etes  or  Galmucks,"  invaded  the  Transozian 
kingdom.  From  the  twelfth  year  of  his  age,  Timour  had 
entmd  the  field  of  action;  in  the  twenty-fifth  (a.d.  1861- 
1870)  he  stood  forth  as  the  deliverer  of  his  country;  and 
the  eyes  and  wishes  of  the  people  were  turned  toward  a  hero 
who  suffered  in  their  cause.  The  chiefis  of  the  law  and  of 
the  army  had  pledged  their  salvation  to  support  him  with 
their  lives  and  fortunes;  but  in  the  hour  of  danger  they  were 


'  After  relating  some  fabe  and  foolish  talcs  of  Timour  L^nc,  Arabshuh  is 
wmpelled  to  apeak  truth,  aud  to  owa  him  for  a  kiunmaa  of  Ziogis,  per  mulieres 

$■  he  peevishly  adds)  laqueos  Sfttaan  (jptn  i.  c  1.  p.  25).  The  testhnony  of 
bulghazi  Khan  (p.  ii  c.  5,  p.  v.  c.  4)  is  clear,  unquestionable,  and  decisive. 
'  According  to  ono  of  the  pedigrees,  the  fourth  ancestor  of  Zingis,  aud  the 
ninth  of  Timour,  were  brothers;  and  they  agrMd  ttuit  the  poeterlty  of  the  elder 
should  succeed  to  the  dignity  of  khan,  and  that  the  doacondants  of  the  younger 
should  till  the  office  of  their  minister  and  general.  This  tradition  was  at  ieast 
eoovebient  to  Justify  tho^«<  steps  of  Tiiiioar*a  ambllioo  (Institat  p;  S4,  fimn 
Ihe  MS.  fragments  of  Timour's  history). 

*  Preface  of  tiherefeddin,  and  Abuifeda'a  Geog.  (Choraami»,  etc.,  Descrip. 
p.  60),  in  Hudson's  Minor  Greek  Oeog.  toL  W. 

^  See  his  nativity  in  Dr.  llydo  (Syntagma  Dissert,  ii.  466),  aa  it  was  cast 
by  the  astrologers  of  his  grandson  Ulugh  Beg.  Ue  was  born  a.d.  1336,  April 
9,  11*  67'  P.  M.  lat.  36.  I  know  not  whether  they  can  prove  tho  fcratk  con- 
junction of  the  planet,s  from  whence,  like  other  conquerors  and  prophois,  Timour 
derived  the  suruamo  of  Saheb  Keran,  or  master  of  the  conjunciious  (Biblio. 
Orient,  p.  878). 

"  In  tho  iDHtitutions  of  Timour,  these  subjects  of  the  khan  of  Cashpar  are 
most  improperly  styled  OuzbeKS,  or  Uzbccks,  u  name  which  beiougs  to  auother 
branch  and  country  of  Tartars  (Abulghazi,  p.  v.  c.  5,  p.  Til.  e.  5).  Oottid  I  be 
sure  that  this  word  is  in  the  Turkish  origiiuil,  I  would  boldly  pronounce  that  tho 
IhatituUona  were  framed  a  century  after  the  death  of  Timour,  »ia<A  the  estab- 
Hihinant        UibMks  la  TkMBMsiaiMk 
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silent  and  afraid;  and,  after  waiting  8«76ii  days  on  the  hilk 
of  Samarcand,  he  retreated  to  desert  witih  only  sixty 
horsemen..  The  fagitives  were  OTWrtaken  by  a  thousand 
Getes,  whom  he  repulsed  with  inorediblo  slaughter,  and 
his  enemies  were  forced  to  exclaim,  **Timour  is  a  wonder- 
ful man:  fortune  and  the  divine  faTor  are  with  him."  But 
in  this  bloody  action  his  own  followers  were  reduced  to  ten, 
a  number  which  was  soon  diminished  by  the  desertion  of 
three  Garizmians.  He  wandered  in  the  desert  with  his  wife, 
seven  companions,  and  four  horses ;  and  sixty-two  days  was 
he  plunged  in  a  loathsome  dungeon,  from  whence  he  escaped 
by  his  own  courage,  and  the  remorse  of  the  oppressor.  After 
swimming  the  broad  and  rapid  stream  of  the  Jilioon,  or  Oxus, 
he  led,  during  some  months,  the  life  of  a  vagrant  and  outlaw, 
on  the  borders  of  the  adjacent  states.  But  his  fame  shone 
brighter  in  adversity;  he  learned  to  distinguish  the  friends 
of  his  person,  the  associates  of  his  fortune,  and  to  apply  the 
varions  characters  of  men  for  their  advantage,  and  above  all 
for  his  own.  On  his  return  to  his  native  country,  Timour 
was  successively  joined  by  the  parties  of  his  confederates, 
who  anxiously  sought  him  in  the  desert;  nor  can  I  refuse 
to  describe,  in  his  pathetic  simplicity,  one  of  their  fortunate 
encounters.  lie  presented  himself  as  a  guide  to  three  chiefs, 
who  were  at  the  head  of  seventy  horse.  "When  their  eyes 
fell  upon  me,"  says  Timour,  "they  were  overwhelmed  with 
joy;  and  they  alighted  from  their  horses;  and  they  came  and 
kneeled;  and  they  kissed  my  stirrup.  I  also  came  down 
from  my  horse,  and  took  each  of  them  in  my  arms.  And 
I  put  my  turban  on  the  head  of  the  first  chief;  and  my^ 
girdle,  rich  in  jewels  and  wrought  with  gold,  I  bound  on 
tiie  loins  of  the  second;  and  the  third,  I  clothed  in  my  own 
coat  And  they  wept,  and  I  wept  also;  and  the  hour  of 
prayer  was  arrived,  and  we  prayed.  And  we  mounted  onr 
horses,  and  came  to  my  dwelling;  and  I  collected  my  peo- 
ple, and  made  a  feast."  His  trusty  bands  were  soon  in- 
ereased  by  the  bravest  of  the  tribes;  he  led  them  against  a 
superior  foe;  and  after  some  viciaaitiides  of  war,  theOetas 
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wm  finallj  driyen  from  the  kingdom  of  Tnuuoziana.  He 
had  done  mnoh  for  his  own  glory;  but  much  remained  to  be 
done,  much  art  to  be  exerted,  and  some  blood  to  be  spiUed, 
before  he  could  teach  his  eqoals  to  obey  him  as  their  master. 
The  birth  and  power  of  Emir  Hotissein  compelled  him  to 
accept  a  vicious  and  unworthy  colleague,  whose  sister  was 
the  best  beloved  of  iiis  wives.  Their  union  was  short  and 
jealous;  but  the  policy  of  Timour,  in  their  frequent  quarrels, 
exposed  his  rivid  to  the  reproach  of  injustice  and  perfidy; 
and,  after  a  small  defeat,  Houssein  was  slain  by  some  saga- 
cious friends,  who  presumed,  for  the  last  time,  to  disobey 
the  commands  of  their  lord.  At  the  age  of  thirty-four," 
and  in  a  general  diet  or  eotirotfftat,  he  was  invested  with 
Imptridl  command  (▲.D.  1870,  April),  but  he  affected  to 
xeveie  the  house  of  Zingis;  and  while  the  emir  Timour 
reigned  over  Zagalai  and  the  Bast,  a  nominal  khan  served 
as  a  private  officer  in  the  aimiee  of  his  servant  A  fertile 
kingdom,  five  hundred  miles  in  length  and  in  breadth,  might 
have  satisfied  the  ambition  of  a  subject;  but  l^mour  aspired 
to  the  dominion  of  the  world;  and  before  his  death,  the 
crown  of  Zagatai  was  one  of  the  twenty-seven  crowns  which 
he  had  placed  on  his  head.  Without  expatiating  on  the 
victories  of  thirtj-five  campaigns;  without  describing  the 
lines  of  march,  which  he  repeatedly  traced  over  the  conti- 
nent of  Asia;  I  shall  briefly  represent  his  conquests  in, 
I.  Persia,  II.  Tartaiy,  and,  HI.  India,"  and  from  thence 
proceed  to  the  more  interesting  narrative  of  his  Ottoman 
war. 

L  For  every  war,  a- motive  of  safety  or  revenge,  of  honor 
or  zeal,  of  right  or  convenience,  may  be  readily  found  in  the 
jurisprudence  of  oonquerora.  No  sooner  had  Timour  re- 


"  Tb«  tet  book  of  StMraCeddtn  to  mployad  <m  Um  private  life  of  tho  hero; 

and  he  himself,  or  his  secretary  (Tnstiliit.  pp.  3-77),  enlarges  with  pleasure  on 
the  thirteen  designs  and  enterprines  which  moat  trulj  constitute  his  personal 
nerit.    It  •wo  ahliMs  throagh  the  dark  coloring  of  Anbahah,  |i.  i.  o.  1>  18. 

*'  The  conquesta  of  Persia,  Tnrtary,  and  India,  are  represented  In  the  ltd 
and  iiid  books  of  Sherefeddm,  and  b/  Arabahah,  o.  13-66.  Oonaalt  the  azoel- 
kak  bdas  to  the  fnn*!**^! 


Digitized  by  Copgle 


TBE  DECLINE  AND  FALL 


Ulited  (A.DU  11170-1400),  to  the  pfttrimony  of  Zagatai,  tiie 
dependent  oountries  €i  Carisme  and  Oandahar,  than  he 
tamed  his  eyes  toward  the  kingdoms  of  Iran,  or  Persia. 
From  the  Oxns  to  the  Tigris,  that  eztensire  oonntry  was 
left  withoQt  a  lawful  sovereign  sinoe  the  death  of  Abouaaid, 
the  last  of  the  descendants  of  the  great  Holagon.  Peace  and 
justice  had  been  banished  from  the  land  above  forty  years; 
and  the  Mognl  invader  might  seem  to  listen  to  the  cries 
of  an  oppressed  people.  Their  petty  tyrants  might  have 
opposed  (a.o.  1880-1896)  him  with  confederate  arms:  they 
separately  stood,  and  successively  fell;  and  the  differenoe 
of  their  fate  was  only  marked  by  the  promptitude  of  sub- 
mission or  the  obstinacy  of  resistance.  Ibrahim,  prince  of 
Shinran  or  Albania,'' kissed  the  footstool  of  the  Imperial 
throne.  His  peaoe*offerings  of  silks,  horses,  and  jewels, 
werc'composed,  according  to  the  Tartar  fashion,  each  article 
of  nine  pieces;  but  a  critical  spectator  observed  that  there 
were  only  eight  slaves.  *'I  myself  am  the  ninth,*'  replied 
Ibrahim,  who  was  prepared  for  the  remark;  and  his  flattery 
was  rewarded  by  the  smile  of  Timour.**  Shah  Mansour, 
prince  of  Fare,  or  the  proper  PersiA,  was  one  of  the  least 
powerful,  but  most  dangerous,  of  his  enemies.  In  a  battle 
under  the  walls  of  Shiraz  he  broke,  with  3,000  or  4,000  sol- 
diers, the  eoui  or  main  body  of  80,000  horse,  where  the  em- 
peror fought  in  person.  No  more  than  fourteen  or  fifteen 
guards  rraoained  near  the  standard  of  Timour:  he  stood  firm 
as  a  rook,  and  received  on  his  helmet  two  weighty  strokes 
of  a  cimeter:'*  the  Moguls  rallied;  the  head  of  Mansour  was 
thrown  at  his  feet,  and  he  declared  his  esteem  of  the  valor 
of  a  foe,  by  extirpating  all  the  nudes  of  so  intrepid  a  race. 
From  Shiras,  his  troops  advanced  to  the  Persian  Gulf;  and 


**  The  reference  of  the  Tartars  lor  ttie  mysterioaa  oinaber  of  nme  is  dedared 
by  Abulffhasi  JUiMi,  wbo^  ior  thai  nmoq,  dividM  hie  Genealogical  Hiatoiy  loto 

nine  parts. 

'*  Acoordiiifr  to  Arah«hah  (p.  i.  e  28,  p.  183),  the  coward  Timour  lan  Mrwf 
to  his  tent,  and  hid  hinipelf  from  the  purmill  of  8lii»h  Mnn-nur  iindor  the  WOlBiD% 
^rtuenui.    Perhaps  Sherefeddio  (1.  iii.  c.  25)  haa  magoitied  hid  oourage. 
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the  richness  and  weakness  of  Ormuz"  were  displayed  in  an 
annual  tribute  of  601), (XX)  dinars  of  gold.  Bagdad  was  no 
longer  the  city  of  peace,  the  seat  of  the  caliphs;  but  the 
noblest  conquest  of  Jlolagou  could  not  be  overlooked  by 
his  ambitious  successor.  The  whole  course  of  the  Tigris 
and  Euphrates,  from  tlie  mouth  to  the  sources  of  tliose 
rivers,  was  reduced  to  his  obedience:  he  entered  Edessa; 
and  the  Turkmans  of  the  black  sheep  were  chastised  for 
the  sacrilegious  pillage  of  a  caravan  of  Mecca.  In  the 
mountains  of  Georgia,  the  native  Christians  still  braved 
the  law  and  the  sword  of  Mahomet;  by  three  expeditions 
he  obtained  the  merit  of  the  gazie^  or  holy  war;  and  the 
prince  of  Teflis  became  his  proselyte  and  friend. 

II.  A  just  retjiliation  might  be  urged  for  the  invasion 
of  Turkestan  (a.d.  1370-1383)  or  the  eastern  Tartary.  The 
dignity  of  Timour  could  not  endure  the  impunity  of  the 
Oetes:  he  passed  the  Sihoon,  subdued  the  kingdom  of 
Gashgar,  and  marched  seven  times  into  the  heart  of  their 
country.  His  most  distant  camp  was  two  months'  journey, 
or  480  leagues  to  the  northeast  of  Samarcand;  and  his  emirs, 
who  traversed  the  river  Irtish,  engraved  in  the  forests  of 
Siberia  a  rude  memorial  of  their  exploits.  The  conquest 
of  Kipzak,  or  the  western  Tartary,"  was  founded  on  the 
double  motive  of  aiding  the  distressed,  and  chastising  the 
ungrateful.  Toctamish,  a  fugitive  prince,  was  entertained 
and  protected  in  his  court:  the  ambassadors  of  Auruss  Khan 
were  dismissed  with  a  haughty  denial,  and  followed  on  the 


**  The  history  of  Ormuz  ia  not  tmiike  that  o{  T/re.  The  old  city,  oa  the 
efltttimBl,  WH  destroyed  by  the  TutMS,  end  renewed  In  •  m^hboring  Iflfamd 
Wftlioal  fraeh  wator  or  vogotutioo.  The  kings  of  Ormuz,  rich  in  the  Indian 
tnde  Md  the  pearl  fishery,  posMedod  large  territories  both  in  Persia  and 
AraUa;  but  they  were  at  link  the  trtbutaries  of  the  sultane  of  l^nnea,  and  at 
Inst  were  dehverod  (a.d.  ISOTj)  by  tho  Portuguese  tyrants  froni  the  tyranny 
of  their  own  visiers J[Uarco  Polo,  1.  i.  o.  15,  16  ioL  1,  8.  Abulfeda  Geoz.  tab. 
zf.  261,  an  orlglnsl  CHiraiilele  of  Omras.  in  Tezeira,  or  Stevens*  Hiet  of  Persia, 
p.  376-416.  and  the  Itinerariea  inserted  in  Ilamusio,  vol.  i.  of  Ludovico  Barthema, 
1503,  ioL  167,  of  Andrea  Corsali,  1617,  ioL  202,  and  of  Odoardo  fiarbesaa,  ia 
161«.  foL  SIS). 

"  Arabshah  had  travelled  into  Kipzak,  and  acquired  a  singular  knowledge 
of  the  geography,  citiee,  and  revolutions  of  that  northern  region  (p.  L  o.  46-49). 
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same  day  bj  the  armies  of  Zagatai ;  and  their  mieecM  estab- 
lished Toctamish  in  the  Mogul  empire  of  the  north.  Bat 
after  a  reign  of  ten  jears,  the  new  khan  forgot  the  meriti 
and  the  strength  of  his  benefactor;  the  base  usarper,  aft  lie 

deemed  him,  of  the  sacred  rights  of  the  house  of  Zingis. 
Through  the  gates  of  Derbend,  he  entered  Fersia  at  the 
head  of  90,000  horse:  with  the  innumerable  forces  of  Kip- 
zak,  Bulgaria,  Circassia,  and  Kussia,  he  passed  the  Sihoon, 
burned  the  palaces  of  Timour,  and  compelled  him,  amid  the 
winter  snows,  to  contend  for  Samarcand  and  his  life.  After 
a  mild  exix>stulation  and  a  glorious  victory,  the  emperor 
resolved  on  revenge:  and  by  the  east,  and  the  west,  of  the 
Caspian,  and  the  Volga,  he  twice  (a.D.  1390-1396)  invaded 
Kij'zak  with  such  mighty  powers  that  thirteen  miles  were 
measured  from  his  right  to  his  left  wing.  In  a  march  of  five 
months,  they  rarely  beheld  the  footsteps  of  man;  and  their 
daily  8ul)sistence  was  often  trusted  to  the  fortune  of  the 
chase.  At  length  the  armies  encountered  each  other;  but 
the  treachery  of  the  standard -bearer,  who,  in  the  heat  of  ac- 
tion, reversed  the  Imperial  standard  of  Kipzak,  determined 
the  victory  of  the  Zagalais;  and  Toctamish  (i  speak  the 
language  of  tlie  Institutions)  gave  the  tribe  of  Toushi  to 
the  wind  of  desolation.'*  He  tied  to  the  Christian  duke  of 
Lithuania;  again  returned  to  the  banks  of  the  Volga;  and, 
after  fifteen  battles  with  a  domestic  rival,  at  last  perished  in 
the  wilds  of  Siberia.  The  pursuit  of  a  flying  enemy  carried 
Tiiuour  into  the  tributary  provinces  of  Russia:  a  duke  of 
the  reigning  family  was  made  prisoner  amid  the  ruins  of  his 
eapitiil;  and  Ycletz,  by  the  pride  and  ignorance  of  the  Ori- 
entals, might  easily  be  confounded  with  the  genuine  me- 
tropolis of  the  nation.  Moscow  trembled  at  the  approach 
of  the  Tartar,  and  the  resistance  would  have  been  feeble, 
since  the  hopes  of  the  Russians  were  jdaced  in  a  miraculous 
image  of  the  Virgin,  to  whose  protection  they  ascribed  the 

Inatitut.  of  Timour,  pp.  123,  125.  Mr.  White,  the  editor,  bestows  boom 
aafaMdffvnteoBUMMiperflcial  aooouiu  of  ShMsMdia  (L  ML  c.  12.  13, 14,),  who 
«M  IgoMans  «l  iIm  4m%m  of  ViBov,  aad  Um  trat  lyn^ 
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MMUftl  ipolnatary  relMl  ol  the  oonqiMrar.  Aoobitioii 
and  prudence  leoalled  ktm  to  the  Soulh,  the  deaokte  conn- 
try  wae  exhansted,  end  the  Mogul  soldiers  were  enriched 
with  an  immenss  spoil  of  predons  fun,  of  linen  of  Anti- 
och,**  and  ol  ingots  of  gold  and  silyer.*  On  the  hanks  of 
the  Don,  or  Tanais,  he  leeeiTod  a  hnmbk  deputation  from 
the  consols  and  merchants  of  Egypt,"  Venice,  Genoa,  Gata- 
Ionia,  and  Biscay,  who  occupied  the  eonunerce  and  city  of 
Tana,  or  Azoph,  <rthe  month  of  the  river.  They  offered 
their  gifts,  admired  his  magnifioence,  and  trusted  his  lojal 
word.  Bat  tiie  peaceful  Tisit  of  an  emir,  wiio  esqftlored  the 
state  o|  the  magazines  and  harbor,  was  speedily  followed  by 
the  destmetiTe  presenee  of  tiM  Tartars.  The  city  was  xe- 
duced  to  ttphee;  ike  Modems  were  pillaged  and  dismissed  ; 
but  all  the  Christians  who  had  not  fled  to  their  ships  were 
condemned  either  to  death  or  slayezy.*'  Beyenge  prompted 
him  to  bum  the  cities  of  Serai  and  AstnKshan,  the  monu- 
ments of  rising  ciyilization;  and  his  Tanity  proclaimed,  that 
he  had  penetrated  to  the  region  of  perpetual  daylight,  a 
strange  phenomenon,  which  aath<Hised  his  Mahometan  doc* 
tors  to  dispense  with  the  obligation  of  erening  prayer.** 

The  furs  of  Russia  are  more  credible  than  Ihe  ingots.  But  the  linen  of 
Antioch  has  never  been  famous;  and  Autioch  was  iu  ruins.  I  suspect  that 
it  was  some  maoufacture  of  SuNpa^  wUdi  tlw  Bmat  merelintt  kad  impottad 
by  the  war  of  Novogorod. 

**  If.  Leve-sque  (Hist,  de  Rustle,  ii.  S4T.  Vie  de  Timoar.  p.  ((4,  before  the 
French  version  of  iho  Institutes)  has  corrected  Uio  error  of  Sherefeddin,  and 
mariced  the  true  limit  of  Timour'a  conquMts.  Hia  arguments  are  superfluous, 
and  a  simple  appeal  to  titw  Eu— iaa  Auali  It  nilMeat  to  prove  that  Uoecow, 
which  flix  years  betofo  tad  bottt  Ukvn  by  Toeiaiiiiih,  eocapodthoaraaofsBKim 
formidable  invader. 

An  Egyptian  consul  from  Qrand  Cairo  is  mentioned  in  BartMro'a  voyago 
to  Tana  in  1436,  after  the  city  had  beou  rebuilt  (Ramusio,  ii.  93). 

**  The  sack  of  Azoph  is  described  by  Sherefeddin  (1.  iii.  c.  66);  Mid  much 
more  particularly  by  the  author  of  an  Italian  chronicle  (Andreas  do  Reduslis  dO 
Qiioro,  in  Chron.  Tarvisiano,  in  Murat.  Script.  Rer.  Ital.  xix.  802).  Ho  had 
conversed  with  the  Mianis,  two  Venetian  brothers,  one  of  whom  had  been  sent 
A  deputy  to  the  camp  of  Timour,  and  the  other  had  lost  at  Aaoph  tlureo  Mm  and 
12,000  ducata. 

**  Sherefeddin  only  says  (I.  iil.  c.  13)  that  the  raya  of  the  setting  and  those 
of  tfie  riaing  sun  wore  scarcely  separated  by  any  intarral ;  a  proUen  which  nmy 
bo  solved  in  the  latitude  of  Moscow  (the  66th  degree),  with  the  aid  of  the  Aurora 
liorealia,  and  a  long  suauner  twiligfat.  But  a  day  of  forty  dura  (Khoademir 
apud  d'Herbek>t»  p.  880)  wonld  rigovoiasly  oonflno  na  within  tho  BbIw  Olvelt^ 
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JJL  When  Timour  first  propoeed  to  Yob  princes  and 
the  invasion  of  India  or  Hindostan  (a.]>.  1808, 1899),** 
he  was  answered  by  a  murmur  of  discontent:  **The  rivenl 
and  the  monntains  and  deserts  1  and  the  soldieis  clad  in 
armor  t  and  the  elephants,  destroyers  of  men  I*'  Bnt  the 
displessnre  of  the  emperor  was  more  dreadful  than  all  these 
tenors;  and  his  superior  reason  was  oonyinced  that  an  en- 
terprise of  snoh  tremendons  aspect  was  safe  and  easy  in  the 
ezecntion.  He.  was  informed  by  his  spies  of  the  weakness 
and  anaxohy  of  Hindostan:  the  Sonbahs  of  the  provinces 
had  erected  the  standard  of  rebellion;  and  the  perpetual  in- 
fancy of  Snitan  Mahmond  was  despised  even  in  the  harem 
of  Delhi.  The  Mogol  army  moved  in  three  great  divis- 
ions: and  Timour  observes  with  pleasure,  that  the  ninety- 
two  squadrons  of  a  thousand  horse  most  fortunately  corre- 
sponded with  the  ninety-two  names  or  epithets  of  the  prophet 
Mahomet.  Between  the  Sihon  and  the  Indus  they  crossed 
one  of  the  ridges  of  monntains,  which  are  styled  by  the 
Arabian  geographers  The  Stony  Girdles  of  the  Earth.  The 
highland  robbers  were  subdued  or  extirpated;  but  great 
numbers  of  men  and  horses  perished  in  the  snow;  the  em* 
peror  himself  was  let  down  a  precipice  on  a  portable  scaf- 
fold, the  ropes  were  one  hundred  and  fifty  cubits  in  length; 
and,  before  he  could  reach  the  bottom,  this  dangerous  opera- 
tion was  five  times  repeated.  Timour  crossed  the  Indus  at 
the  ordinary  passage  of  Attok;  and  successively  traversed, 
in  the  footsteps  of  Alexander,  the  Punjab,  or  five  rivers," 
that  fall  into  the  master-stream.  From  Attok  to  Delhi,  the 
highroad  measures  no  more  than  six  handred  miles;  but  the 
-  two  conquerors  deviated  to  the  southeast;  and  the  motive 
of  Timour  was  to  join  his  grandson,  who  had  achieved  by 


M  For  the  Indwn  wn.  Me  tiM  Instltut  (pp.  13S>139).  the  fourth  book  «l 
Sherefcddin,  and  the  hisloiy  of  Vsriihtft  (In  OOW*  ^  l-SOX  which  throw!  a 
general  light  on  the  affaire  Of  IDndoeltta. 

**  The  rivers  of  the  Puojeb,  tho  flvo  eoiiterri  brNoelm  of  the  ledus,  hare 

boon  laid  down  for  the  first  time  with  truth  and  aootiracy  in  Major  Rennel's 
incomparable  map  of  Uindoatan.  In  his  Critical  Memoir,  lie  illustrates  witli 
^udsmtnt  and  learnfaig  tiie  wmnAm  of  AleaEHMler  mad  Timour. 
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UseoiuBiuidllieooiiiqiieilof  lloDltaii*  On  Hm  eastern  bank 
of  the  H jphasifl,  oil  tiw  «dge  <^  the  dmrt^  the  Macedonian 
hero  halted  and  wept:  the  Mogul  entered  the  desert^  rednoed 
the  foiheiiB  of  Batnir,  and  itood  ia  anne  before  the  gates  of 
Delhi,  a  great  and  flonriafaing  eitj,  whieh  had  aiibeiated  three 
oeatoriet  imderthe-doouiiioaol  the  Mahometan  kinga.  The 
eiege,  mtvre  eapeeially  of  the  oaatle,  might  hare  been  a  work 
of  time;  bat  be  tempted,  by  the  appearanoe  of  weakness,  the 
aoltan  Mahmo«id  and  his  Tinier  to  deseend  into  the  plain, 
with  10,000  enintfiieB,  40,000  oi  hia  lootgnards,  and  ISO 
elephantB,  whoae  toaki  axe  aaid  to  have  been  arand  with 
sharp  and  poiaoned  daggoMb  Againat  theae  monatara,  or 
rather  against  the  Imagination  of  hia  troops,  he  eondeaoended 
to  nae  some  eoctraofdiaary  preeanltona  of  iire  and  a  diteh,  of 
iron  spikeo  and  a  rampart  of  bmklen;  b«t  the  event  tanght 
the  Moguls  to  amile  at  their  own  leani;  and,  ae  aoon  as  these 
nnwieldy  aaimala  vm  coated,  the  isfciior  apeoiea  (the  men 
of  India)  disappeaied  from  tbe  ileht  Tinonr  made  hia  tri- 
nmphal  entry  into  the  capital  of  Hindoatan,  and  admired, 
with  a  Tiew  to  imitate,  the  arehiteetnre  of  the  stately 
mosque;  bat  the  order  or  fioense  of  a  general  pillage  and 
massaere  pollnted  the  feafelyal  of  his  vietofy.  He  resolved 
to  portfy  hia  soldien  in  the  blood  of  the  idolaters,  or  Qen- 
toos,  who  Btill  snrpass,  in  the  proportion  of  ten  to  one,  the 
nombers  of  the  Moslema.  In  this  pioos  design,  he  advanoed 
one  hnndred  miles  to  the  northeast  of  Delhi,  pasaed  tlie 
Ganges,  f  ooght  several  battles  by  land  and  water,  and  pen- 
etrated to  the  famous  rook  of  Ooopele,  the  statne  of  tiie  eow, 
that  MMM  to  disoharge  the  mighty  river,  wlioae  sooree  ia  &r 
distant  among  the  moontains  of  Thibet**  His  retom  was 
along  the  akirts  of  the  northern  hills;  nor  eoold  this  rapid 

The  two  great  rirerH,  the  Ganges  and  Burrampootor,  rise  in  Thibet,  from 
the  opposite  ridges  of  the  same  hiUii,  separate  from  uach  other  to  the  distance  of 
1,200  miles,  and,  after  a  windiof  MOffWof  3,000  miles,  agaio  mwtiBOoe  point 
Bear  the  giilf  of  Bengal.  Yet  so  capricious  is  Fame  that  the  Burrampootcr  is  a 
late  dittcorerj,  while  his  brother  Ganges  baa  been  the  theme  uf  ancient  and 
modem  story.  Ooupde.  the  scene  of  Timotir's  last  victory,  most  be  aHnate  near 
Loldoug,  1,100  nilee  from  Osloattaf  ca^  HM»  a  Britlrii  mopl  Otosnal** 
Mem.  pp.  7,  69,  80,  91,  99> 
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cainpaign  of  one  yew  justify  the  strange  foresight  of  his 
emirs,  that  their  children  in  a  warm  climate  would  degen- 
erate into  a  race  of  Hindoos. 

It  was  on  the  banks  of  the  Changes  that  Timour  was 
informed,  bj  his  speedj  messengers,  of  the  disturbances 
which  had  arisen  on  the  confines  of  Georgia  and  Anatolia, 
of  the  revolt  of  the  Ohristians,  and  the  ambitious  designs  of 
the  sultan  Bajazet.  His  vigor  of  mind  and  bodj  was  not 
impaired  by  sixty-three  years  and  innumerable  fatigues; 
and,  after  enjoying  some  tranquil  months  in  the  palace  of 
Samareand,  he  proclaimed  (a.d.  1400,  Sept  1)  a  new  ex- 
pedition of  seven  years  into  the  western  countries  of  Asia.'* 
To  the  soldiers  who  had  serred  in  the  Indian  war  he  granted 
the  choice  of  remaining  at  home  or  following  their  prince; 
but  the  troops  of  all  the  proyinces  and  kingdoms  of  Persia 
were  commanded  to  assemble  at  Ispahan,  and  wait  the  ar- 
rival of  the  Imperial  standard.  It  was  first  directed  against 
the  Christians  of  Georgia,  who  were  strong  only  in  their 
looks,  their  castles,  and  the  winter  season;  but  these  obsta- 
eles  were  overoome  by  the  zeal  and  perseverance  of  Timour: 
the  rebels  submitted  to  the  tribute  or  the  Koran;  and  if 
both  religions  boasted  of  their  martyrs,  that  name  is  more 
justly  due  to  the  Ohristian  prisoners,  who  were  offered  the 
choice  of  abjuration  or  death.  On  his  desoent  from  the 
hills,  the  emperor  gave  audience  to  the  first  ambassadors  • 
of  Bajazet,  and  opened  the  hostile  correspondence  of  com- 
plaints and  menaces;  which  fermented  two  years  before  the 
final  explosion.  Between  two  jealous  and  haughty  neigh- 
bors, the  motives  of  quarrel  will  seldom  be  wanting.  The 
Mogul  and  Ottoman  conquests  now  touched  each  other  in 
the  neighborhood  of  Erzeroum  and  the  Euphrates;  nor  had 
the  doubtful  limit  been  ascertained  by  time  and  treaty. 
Each  of  these  ambitious  monarchs  might  accuse  his  rival 
of  violating  his  territory;  of  threatening  his  vassals,  and 
protecting  his  rebels;  and,  by  the  name  of  rebels,  each 

"  Institalions,  p.  141,  to  the  eod  of  th«  lit  took*  and  BbHVMdiB  QL  0. 
1-16)^  to  tba  entzBDoe  of  Timour  into  S/m. 
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nndanlood  tlie  fugitive  prinees,  wlioBe  kingdoms  lie  had 
umirped  mmI  whose  life  or  liberty  he  implmbly  puraued. 
The  lesembknoe  of  ehftraoter  was  stUl  more  dangeroos  thsn 
the  opposition  of  interest;  end,  in  their  ▼iotohens  career, 
Timonr  was  impatient  of  an  equal,  and  Bajaaet  was  ignofant 
iA  a  snperior.  The  first  ^iatle^  of  the  Mogul  emperw  must 
lunre  provoked,  instead  of  vaooneiling,  the  Tnrkish  saltan; 
whose  fiunily  and  nation  he  aiieeted  to  despise.**  *^Dost 
then  not  know  that  the  greater  part  of  Asia  is  snbject  to 
oor  arms  and  our  Uwrf  that  onr  invincible  forocs  extend 
from  one  sea  to  the  otheif  that  the  potentates  of  the  esrth 
form  a  Hne  before  onr  gate?  and  that  we  have  compelled 
fortane  herself  to  watch  over  the  proeperitj  of  our  empirelT 
What  is  the  foundation  of  thy  insolence  and  folljf  Thon 
hast  fonght  some  battles  in  the  woods  of  Anatolia;  con- 
temptible trophiesl  Thon  hast  obtained  some  victories  over 
the  Christians  d  Bniope;  thy  swoid  was  blessed  by  the 
apostle  of  Ood;  and  thy  obedience  to  the  precepi  ef  the 
Koran,  in  waging  war  against  the  infidels,  is  the  sole  eon* 
sideratlon  that  prevents  ns  from  destroying  thy  oonntry, 
the  frontier  and  bulwark  of  the  Moslem  world.  Be  wise 
in  time;  refleet;  repent;  and  avert  the  thunder  d  ovr  ven- 
geance, which  is  yet  suspended  over  thy  head.  Thou  art 
no  moie  than  a  pismire;  why  wilt  thou  seek  to  provoke  the 
elephant^  Alas,  they  will  trample  thee  under  their  feet." 
In  his  replies,  Bajaaet  poured  forth  the  indignation  of  n  soul 
which  was  deeply  stung  by  such  unusual  contempt.  After 
retorting  the  baMst  reproaches  on  the  thief  and  rebel  of  the 
desert,  the  Ottoman  recapitulates  his  boasted  victones  in 


We  have  ihrue  copies  of  these  hostile  epistles  in  the  Institutions  (p.  147), 
In  Sherefeddin  (I  v.  c.  14).  and  in  Arabsbah  (ii.  c.  19,  pp.  183-201);  wliich 
agree  with  each  oth^r  in  the  spirit  and  substance  rather  than  in  the  style.  It  is 
probable  that  thej  have  been  translated,  with  various  latitude,  from  the  Tnrldah 
original  into  the  Arabic  and  Persian  tongues. 

**  The  Mogul  emir  distinguishes  hira.4elf  and  bia  countryinen  by  the  neme 
of  Tmrka,  and  stigmatizes  the  race  and  nation  of  Bajaset  wHh  the  ton  honorable 
epithet  of  Twrkmang.  Yet  I  do  not  understand  how  the  Ottomans  could  be 
descended  from  a  Tnrkroan  sailor;  ttHM  teluA  ihipherdl  weffV  M  rmle  iNB 
the  aea  and  all  maritime  aflaira. 
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Imn,  Touran,  and  the  Indies;  and  labors  to  piOT6  that 
Timour  had  never  triumphed  unless  by  hia  own  perfidy 
and  the  yioes  of  his  foes.  "Thy  annies  are  innumerable: 
be  they  ao;  bat  what  are  the  anowa  of  the  flying  Tartar 
against  the  cimeters  and  battle-axes  of  my  firm  and  invinci- 
ble Janiaaries?  I  will  guard  the  princes  who  have  implored 
my  protection:  seek  ihem  in  my  tents.  The  cities  of  Ar- 
zinggan  and  Erzeroum  are  mine,  and,  unless  the  tribute  be 
duly  paid,  I  will  demand  the  arreara  under  the  walls  of 
Tanrisand  Sultania."  The  ungovernable  rage  ol  the  aul- 
tan  at  length  betrayed  him  to  an  insult  of  a  mora  domestio 
kind.  **If  I  fly  from  thy  arms,*'  said  he,  "may  my  wiyea 
be  thrice  dirorced  from  my  bed:  but  if  thou  haat  not  cour- 
age to  meet  me  in  the  field,  mayest  thou  again  receiTe  Iky 
wives  after  they  have  thrice  endured  the  embraoea  of  a 
stranger.*'  **  Any  liolation  by  word  or  deed  of  the  secrecy 
of  the  harem  is  an  unpardonable  offence  among  the  Turkish 
nations;**  and  the  political  quarrel  of  the  two  monarchs  was 
embittered  by  private  and  personal  resentment.  Yet  in  his 
first  expedition,  Timour  was  satisfied  with  the  siege  and  de- 
struction of  Siwas  or  Sebaate,  a  strong  city  on  the  borders 
of  Anatolia;  and  he  revenged  the  indiscretion  of  the  Otto- 
man, on  a  garrison  of  4,000  Armenians,  who  were  buried 
alive  for  the  brave  and  faithful  discharge  of  their  duty.  As 
a  Mussulman  be  seemed  to  respect  the  pious  occupation  of 
Bajaaet,  who  was  still  engaged  in  the  blockade  of  Constan- 
tinople: and  after  this  salutary  lesson  the  Mogul  conqueror 
checked  his  pursuit,  and  turned  (a.d.  1400)  aside  to  the  in- 
vasion of  Syria  and  Egypt.  In  these  transactions,  the  Otto- 
man prince,  by  the  Orientals,  and  even  by  Timour,  ia  styled 


"  According  to  the  Koran  (c.  2,  p.  27,  and  8aie*B  Discounat,  p.  134),  a 
Mussulman  who  had  thrice  diyorced  his  wife  (who  had  thrice  repeM«d  llie  words^ 
«(  a  diyoroe),  could  not  take  her  nf^in,  till  after  she  had  been  manMl  and 
repudiated  fty,  another  buaband  (Ajroaut'a  State  of  the  Ottoman  Bmpin,  L  ii. 
e.  91). 

"  The  ooaunon  delicacy  of  the  OrientalB»  in  never  Bpealcing  of  their  women, 
ia  aaoribed  la  a  much  higher  degree  by  Ambehah  to  the  Turldah  nations ;  and 
H  ii  ramaitaUa  anongh  that  Ch^oondylM  0.  U.  66)  had  mm  knoirledge  of  tfa« 
IWjudiK  nd  Iha  inanll. 
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4k9  Kaiuar  of  Awm,  tbe  Cmw  of  the  Boouuib:  a  tilto 
which,  by  a  small  antioipatloiif  might  be  giyen  to  a  mon- 
arch who  poBseased  the  provinces,  and  thioatened  the  city, 
of  the  sacoeason  of  Oonstentme.** 

The  militarj  republic  of  the  Mamalnkes  still  reigned  in 
ligypi  and  Syria:  but  the  dynasty  of  the  Turks  was  over- 
thrown by  that  of  the  Circassians;**  and  their  favorite  Bsr- 
kok,  from  a  slave  and  a  prisoner,  was  raised  and  restored 
to  the  throne.  In  the  midst  of  rebellion  and  discord,  he 
braved  the  menaces,  corresponded  with  the  enemies,  and 
detained  the  ambaasadors,  of  the  Mognl,  who  patiently  ex- 
pected his  decesae,  to  revenge  the  crimes  of  the  father  on 
the  feeble  reign  of  his  son  Farage.  The  Syrian  emirs**  were 
assembled  at  Aleppo  to  repel  the  invasion:  they  confided 
in  the  fame  and  discipline  of  the  Mamalnkes,  In  tiie  temper 
of  their  swords  and  lances  of  the  purest  steel  of  Damascus, 
in  the  strength  of  their  walled  dlies,  and  in  the  populous* 
neas  of  60,000  villages;  and,  instead  of  sustaining  a  ai^, 
tiiey  threw  open  their  gates,  sad  arrayed  their  forces  In  the 
plain.  But  these  forces  were  not  cemented  by  virtue  and 
union;  and  some  powerful  emirs  bad  been  seduced  to  desert 
or  betray  their  more  loyal  companions.  Timour*s  front  was 
covered  with  a  line  of  Indian  elephants,  whose  turrets  were 
filled  with  arohers  and  Qreek  fin:  the  rapid  evolutions  of 
his  cavahry  completed  the  dismay  and  disorder;  the  Syrian 
erowds  fell  back  on  each  other;  many  thouaands  were  stifled 
or  slaughtered  in  the  entrance  ctf  the  great  street;  the  Mo- 
guls entered  with  the  fugitives;  and,  after  a  short  defence, 


"  For  the  stjle  of  the  Moguls,  see  the  InsUtat  (pp^  181,  UT^  and  for  the 
Persians,  the  Biblio.  Orient,  (p.  882)-  but  I  do  not  find  that  the  iitle  of  Ci^aar 
]M8  been  applied  by  the  Arabians,  or  assumed  by  ihe  Otlonukns  theniRolvcH. 

Reigns  of  Barkok  and  Pharadge,  in  M.  de  Guigne:)  (ir.  1  xxii.),  who,  from 
the  Arabic  texts  of  Aboulmahason.  Ebn  Schounah,  aud  Aintabi,  has  added  some 
IftctH  to  our  common  stock  of  materials. 

**  For  those  recent  and  domoatic  transactions,  Arabehah,  though  a  partial, 
is  a  credible  witness  (i.  c.  64-68,  li.  c  1-14).  Timour  must  have  been  odious 
to  a  Syrian ;  bat  tlM  notoriety  of  facta  would  have  obliged  him,  ia  some  measure, 
to  respect  his  enemy  and  himselL  His  bittof  HM^  oonMl  Um  luMiOtti  atreets 
of  Sherefeddin  (L  r.  o.  11-29). 
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the  citadel,  the  impregiMible  citadel  of  Aleppo^  was  (a.9. 
1400,  JNov.  11)  surrendered  by  oowardke  or  treacberj. 
Among  the  suppliants  and  captiVea,  limoor  distingmBlied 
the  doctors  of  the  law,  wbom  he  innted  to  the  dangeront 
honor  of  a  personal  conference.**  The  Mogul  prince  was  a 
sealons  Mussulman;  but  his  Persian  echoola  had  taught  him 
to  revere  the  memory  of  Ali  and  Uoeem:  and  he  had  im* 
bibed  a  deep  prejudice  against  the  Syrians,  as  the  enemiet 
of  the  son  of  the  daughter  of  the  apoatle  of  God.  To  theee 
doctors  he  proposed  a  captious  question,  whioh  the  c-asuisls 
td  Bochara,  Samarcand,  «Ad  Herati  were  incapable  ol  reeoly* 
ing.  Who  are  the  true  tnartyn,  of  those  who  are  slaiii  on 
my  side,  or  on  that  of  my  enemies?"  But  he  watt  sileneedy 
or  satisfied,  by  the  dexterity  of  one  of  the  cadiB  of  Aleppo^ 
who  replied,  in  the  words  of  Mahomet  himself,  thot  the  mo- 
tive, not  the  ensign,  constitutes  the  martyr;  and  tuat  the 
Moslems  of  either  party,  who  fight  only  for  tbe  gkny  el 
God,  may  deserve  that  saered  appellation.  The  tme  succes- 
sion of  the  caliphs  was  a  controversy  of  a  still  more  delicate 
nature,  and  the  frankness  of  a  doctor,  too  honest  for  his  Bii> 
uatkm,  provoked  the  emperor  to  exclaim,  **  Ye  are  as  false 
as  those  of  Damascus:  Moawiyah  was  a  wurper,  Yezid  a 
tyrant,  and  Ali  alone  is  the  lawful  successor  of  the 
prophet**  A  prudent  explanation  restored  his  tranquil- 
lity; and  he  passed  to  a  more  fumiliar  topic  of  conversatioiL 
*' What  is  your  age?"  Mid  he  to  the  cadi.— '*if*ifty  years." 
— **It  would  be  the  age  of. my  eldest  son:  you  see  me  here 
(continued  Timour)  a  poor,  lame,  decrepit  mortal.  Yet  by 
my  arm  has  the  Almighty  been  pleased  to  subdue  the  king* 
doms  of  Iran,  Toumn,  and  the  Indies.  I  am  not  a  man  d 
blood;  and  God  is  my  witness,  that  in  all  my  wars  1  have 
never  been  the  aggressor,  and  that  my  enemies  have  always 
been  the  authors  of  their  own  calandty. '  *  During  this  peaoo- 


"  Thewj  interesting  oooreraatkNia  appear  to  have  been  oofried  hf  Aratwhall 
(u  c  ^  PP-  626-646)  from  the  cadi  and  historian  Ebn  Soboanah,  a  pnncipal 
Mkr.    Tal  bow  oo«M  ba  ba  aOf  Mvaaty-five  jean  afierwanlT  (D*Harbeh)^ 
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fill  oonyennlioa,  llie  sfcreetB  of  Aleppo  streuned  with  blood, 
and  re-eohoed  willi  tlie  orioB  of  mothen  and  ohildien.  The 
rich  plunder  thai  was  abandoned  to  hk  aoldieia  might  itun- 
nlate  theur  avarioe;  bat  their  omehrf  waa  enfoceed  by  the 
peremptory  command  of  producing  an  adequate  number  of 
heads,  which,  according  to  his  cnBtom,  were  coriouslj  piled 
in  columns  and  pyramids:  the  Moguls  celebrated  the  feast 
of  yiotorj,  while  the  suryiying  Moslems  passed  the  night  in 
team  and  in  chains.  I  shall  not  dwell  on  the  march  ct  the 
destroyer  from  Aleppo  to  Damascus,  where  he  was  rudely 
encountered,  and  almost  oyerthrown,  by  the  armies  of 
Bgypt  A  retrograde  motion  was  imputed  to  Ids  distress 
and  despair:  one  of  his  nephews  deserted  to  the  enemy; 
and  Syria  rejoiced  in  the  tale  of  his  defeat,  when  the  sul- 
tan was  driyen  by  the  reyolt  of  the  Mamalukes  to  escape 
with  precipitation  and  shame  to  his  palaoe  of  Oairo.  Aban- 
doned by  tiieir  prince,  the  inhabitants  of  Damascus  still  de* 
fended  their  waUs;  and  Timour  consented  to  raise  the  siege 
if  ihey  would  adorn  his  retreat  with  a  gift  or  ransom;  each 
article  of  nine  pieces.  But  no  sooner  had  (a.d.  1401,  Jan.  88) 
he  introduced  himself  into  tiie  city,  under  color  of  a  truce, 
than  he  perfidiously  yiolated  the  treaty;  imposed  a  contri- 
bution of  ten  millions  of  gold;  and  ftnimatftd  his  troops  to 
chastise  the  posterity  of  tiiose  Syrians  who  had  executed, 
or  approyed,  tiie  murder  of  the  grandson  of  Mahomet.  A 
family  whiclk  had  giyen  honorable  burial  to  the  head  of 
Hosein,  and  a  colony  of  artificers  whom  he  sent  to  labor 
at  Samarcand,  were  ilone  reseryed  in  the  general  massacre; 
and,  after  a  period  of  seyen  centuries,  Damascus  was  re- 
duced to  ashes,  because  a  Tartar  was  moyed  by  religious 
Ml  to  ayenge  the  blood  of  an  Arab.  The  losses  and  fa- 
tigues of  the  campaign  obliged  Timour  to  renounce  the 
oonquest  of  Palestine  and  Egypt;  but,  in  his  return  to  the 
Euphrates,  he  deliyered  Aleppo  to  the  flames;  and  justified 
his  pious  motiye  bj  the  pardon  and  reward  of  8,000  sectaries 
of  Ali,  who  were  desirous  to  yisit  the  tomb  of  his  son.  I 
haye  eiqwtiated  on  the  personal  anecdotes  which  mark  the 
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oharacter  of  tiie  Mogul  Hero;  bnt  I  eball  briefly  mention** 
that  he  erected  on  the  ruins  of  Bagdad  (a  d.  1401«  July  S8) 
•  pyramid  of  90,000  heada;  afMB  TiBrted  Georgia,  encamped 
«B  the  banka  of  the  Araxea,  and  pntelaimed  bia  leaointioQ 
of  iBifehing  against  the  Ottoman  emperor  Consciooi  of  the 
importaiiee  of  the  war,  he  eollected  bis  forces  from  every 
province:  800,000  men  were  enrolled  on  his  military  list;" 
but  the  splendid  eotiiTnaiHls  of  five  and  tea  thousand  horse 
may  be  rather  expraMive  of  the  rank  and  peneion  of  the 
chiefs  than  of  the  genuine  nnmber  of  efieethre  soldiers. ** 
In  the  pillage  of  Syria,  the  Moguls  had  aeqniied  immenao  . 
liehea:  but  the  delivery  of  their  pay  and  anears  for  seven 
jeaia  matt  innly  attached  them  to  the  Imperial  standard. 

Ihiring  this  diversion  ot  the  Mogul  arma,  Bajaset  had 
two  yem  to  collect  his  forces  for  a  more  senous  encounter. 
They  coneisted  of  400,000  horse  and  foot,**  whose  merit  and 
fidelity  were  of  an  unequal  complexion.  We  may  discrim- 
inate the  Janizaries,  who  have  been  gradually  raised  to  an 
establishment  of  40,000  men;  a  national  cavalry,  the  Spahis 
of  modem  times;  20,000  cuirassiers  of  Europe,  clad  in  black 
and  impenetrable  armor;  the  troops  of  Anatolia,  whose 
princes  had  taken  refuge  in  the  camp  of  Timour;  and  a 
colony  of  Tartars,  whom  he  had  driven  from  Kipzak,  and 
to  whom  Bajazet  had  assigned  a  settlement  in  tlie  plains  of 
Hadrianople.     The  fearless  coiifiilence  of  the  siilUin  urged 


*  The  marchw  and  occupations  of  TinwOT  between  tbe  SvHan  and  Ottooun 

wars  aro  represented  by  Slierefeddin  (1  v.  c.  2f)-l3)  and  Anil.-!m!j  (ii.  c.  15-18). 

"  This  number  of  800.000  was  extracted  by  Arabahab,  or  ruUiar  bj  J£bo 
Schounah,  ex  rationario  Timuri,  oa  the  fatth  Of  a  CSartzmfan  officer  (I  d  68« 
p.  017);  and  it  Is  remarkahlo  enough  that  a  Greek  hmtorian  (riir;.ir/A,  1.  i.  c  29) 
addd  no  more  than  20.000  men.  Poftglua  reckoaa  1,000.000;  anoiher  Laiia 
cont«mporary  (Chron.  Tarvialanum.  apnd  UunL  W.  p.  800)  1,100.000;  and  Ihl 
enorraoits  sum  of  1,600,000  is  attested  by  a  Ocnnan  8oIdier,  wlio  whs  preaeot 
at  the  battle  of  Angora  (Leundav.  ad  ChalcondyL  L  iii.  Timour,  te  Mi 

InatitutionH,  has  not  deij^^tiod  to  calculate  his  troops,  his  subjet'ts,  orhifl  revennaa 

•  A  wide  latitude  of  non-effectives  was  aHowed  by  the  Great  M^pul  for  hii 
own  pride  and  the  benefit  of  his  officers.  Bernier's  {Mftrim  was  Paoge-Haaaii, 
coMunandor  of  &,000  horne;  of  which  he  maintained  no  more  than  800  (Voyage^ 
t  2«8). 

Timour  himself  fixes  at  400,000  men  the  Ottoman  army  (Inatitot.  [X  lfi3), 
which  Is  redueed  to  160,000  by  Phranza  (L  I  a  2»),  and  swelled  hj  the  G«imtl& 
■oMiar  to  1,400,000.  It  li  «vllnt  tfaii  tt*  Ifegnli  wm     now  umraoa. 
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£m  to  meet  his  antagonist;  and,  ae  if  he  bad  ohoaen  tliat 
Bpot  for  revenge,  he  displayed  hia  banners  near  the  mina  of 
the  nnfortnnate  Snvaa.  In  the  meanwhile,  Timonr  moved 
from  the  Araxes  through  the  conntriea  of  Armenia  and 
Anatolia:  his  boldness  was  secnred  by  the  wisest  preoan- 
tions;  his  speed  was  guided  bj  order  and  discipline;  and 
the  woods,  the  mountains,  and  the  riyers,  were  diligently 
explored  bj  the  flying  squadrons,  who  marked  his  road 
and  preceded  his  standard.  Firm  in  his  plan  of  fighting 
in  the  heart  of  the  Ottoman  kingdom,  he  avoided  their 
camp;  dexterously  inclined  to  the  left;  occupied  Osdsarea, 
traversed  the  salt  desert  and  the  river  Haljs;  and  invested 
Angora:  while  the  sultan,  inmiovable  and  ignorant  in  his 
post,  compared  the  Tartar  swiftness  to  the  crawling  of  a 
snail:**  he  returned  on  the  wings  of  indignation  to  the  relief 
of  Angora;  and  aa  both  generals  were  alike  impatient  for 
action,  the  plains  round  that  city  were  the  scene  of  a  mem- 
orable  battle  (a.d.  1402,  July  28),  which  has  immortaliaed 
the  glory  of  Timour  and  the  shame  of  Bajaset.  For  this 
ngnal  victory  the  Mogul  emperor  was  indebted  to  himself, 
to  the  genius  of  the  moment,  and  the  discipline  of  thirty 
years.  He  had  improved  tiie  tactics,  without  violating  the 
manners,  of  his  nation,**  whose  force  still  consisted  in  the 
missile  weapons,  and  rapid  evolutions,  of  a  numerous  cav- 
alry. From  a  single  troop  to  a  great  army,  the  mode  of 
attack  was  the  same:  a  foremost  line  first  advanced  to  the 
charge,  and  was  supported  in  a  just  order  by  the  squadrons 
of  the  great  vanguard.  The  general's  eye  watched  over  the 
field,  and  at  his  command  the  front  and  rear  of  the  right  and 
left  wings  successively  moved  forward  in  their  several  divis- 
ions, and  in  a  direct  or  oblique  line:  the  enemy  was  pressed 
by  eighteen  or  twenty,  attacks;  and  each  attack  afiEorded  a 


*  It  maj  not  be  uselees  to  mark  the  distances  between  Angrora  and  the 
Biighboring  cities,  bj  the  Jouroejt  of  the  camnuu,  each  of  20  or  25  miles:  lo 
Bmjnw  XX,  to  Kiotahia  x,  to  Bouna  x,  to  Ommrm  viii.  to  Siuope  x.  to  Nioo- 
■Mdialx,  to  Conatanlinople  xii  or  xiii  (Tournefort.  Voy.  an  Levant,  ii.  let  zzi.). 

^  Sjrstems  of  TacUcs  in  tbs  Institut.  which  tho  JBnglish  •ditora  have  iUus- 
tnM  with  elabonM  plsiM  (pp.  S7a-40T). 
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ohanoe  of  victory.  If  they  all  proved  fndtlesB  or  nnsmooeBB* 
fal,  the  oooMton  was  worthy  of  the  emperor  himself,  who 
gmve  the  signal  of  advandng  to  the  standard  and  main  body, 
which  he  led  in  person.**  Bnt  in  the  battle  of  Angora,  the 
main  body  itself  was  snpported,  on  the  flanks  and  in  tiio 
rear,  by  the  bravest  sqaacbons  of  the  reserve,  commanded 
by  the  Bons  and  grandsons  of  Timour.  The  conqneror  of 
Hindostan  ostentationsly  showed  a  line  of  elephants,  the 
trophies,  rather  than  the  instruments,  of  victory:  the  use 
of  the  Greek  fire  was  familiar  to  the  Moguls  and  Ottomans: 
but  had  they  borrowed  from  Burope  the  recent  invention  of 
gunpowder  and  oannon,  the  artificial  thunder,  in  the  hands 
of  either  nation,  must  have  turned  the  fortune  <rf  the  day.** 
In  ttiat  day,  Bajazet  displayed  the  qualities  of  a  soldier  and 
a  chief;  but  his  genius  sunk  under  a  stronger  ascendanti 
and  from  various  motives  the  greater  part  of  his  tro<^ 
failed  him  in  the  decisive  moment  His  rigor  and  avarioe 
had  i»ovoked  a  mutiny  among  the  Turks;  aiKi  even  his  son 
Soliman  too  hastily  withdrew  from  the  field.  The  forces  of 
Anatolia,  loyal  in  their  revolt,  were  drawn  away  to  the  ban- 
ners of  their  lawful  princes.  His  Tartar  allies  had  been 
tempted  by  the  letters  and  emissaries  of  Timour,**  who  re- 
proached their  ignoble  servitude  under  the  slaves  of  their 
lathers;  and  offered  to  their  hopes  the  dominion  of  their  new, 
or  the  liberty  of  their  ancient,  country.  In  the  right  wing 
of  Bajaaet,  the  cuirassieni  of  Europe  chmged,  with  faithful 
hearts  and  irresistible  arms;  but  these  men  of  iron  were 
soon  broken  by  an  artful  flight  and  headlong  pursuit:  and 
the  Janizaries,  alone,  without  cavalry  or  missile  weapons, 

**  The  BultAQ  himsell  (twys  Timour)  mu8t  tlieu  put  the  ioot  of  courage  into 
Che  Btfrrup  of  patienoe.  A  Tartar  metaphor,  which  is  lost  In  the  Bngtim,  bat 
pneeerved  in  the  French,  version  of  the  Instilutta  {p.  156). 

**  The  Greek  tire  oa  Timour's  aide  is  atieated  hy  Sherufeddiu  (1.  v.  c.  47); 
bal  YolteirB*!  ttraage  tasplcion,  that  wmm  caaooQ  mscribed  with  Btrunge  char> 
Mtora  must  have  been  sent  by  that  monanh  to  IMht  to  rafolMi  bjr  th«  aai- 
WMI  fUeoce  of  oontemporanes. 

^  Tlmeor  bM  <Usa«iibM  thto  aecret  and  important  nefrotiation  with  tha 
TMtare,  which  Is  indi^pufnblv  proved  by  the  Joint  evidencp  of  the  Arabian 
A.  e.  47,  p.  a91>,  Tuttiah  (AiinaL  Leunciav.  {>.  ^21),  aad  Persian  hiatoriana 
<Kbond«aiir,  apod  d'HarbaloW  p.  882> 
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were  encompassed  by  the  circle  of  the  Mogul  linnters. 
^eir  valor  was  at  length  oppressed  by  heat,  thirst,  and 
the  weight  of  numbers ;  and  the  unfortunate  sultan,  aflflicted 
with  the  gout  in  his  hands  and  feet,  was  transported  from 
the  field  on  the  fleetest  of  his  horses.  He  was  pursued  and 
taken  by  the  titular  khan  of  Zagatai;  and  after  liis  capture, 
and  the  defeat  of  the  Ottoman  powers,  the  kingdom  of  Ana- 
tolia submitted  to  the  conqueror,  who  planted  his  standard 
at  Kiotahia,  and  dispersed  on  all  sides  the  ministers  of  ra- 
pine and  destruction,  Mirza  Mebemined  Sultan,  the  eldest 
and  best  beloved  of  his  grandsons,  was  despatched  toBoursa 
with  80,000  horse;  and  such  was  his  youthful  ardor  that  he 
arrived  with  only  4,000  at  the  gates  of  the  capitid,  after  per- 
forming in  five  days  a  march  of  two  hundred  and  thirty 
miles.  Yet  fear  is  still  more  rapid  in  it*^  course:  and  Soli- 
man,  the  son  of  Bajazet,  had  already  passed  over  to  Europe 
with  the  royal  treasure.  The  spoil,  however,  of  the  palace 
and  city  was  immense:  the  inhabitants  had  escaped;  but  the 
buildings,  for  the  most  part  of  wood,  were  reduced  to  ashes. 
From  Boursa,  the  grandson  of  Timour  advanced  to  Nice, 
even  yet  a  fair  and  flourishing  city;  and  the  Mogul  squad- 
rons were  only  stopped  by  the  waves  of  the  Propontis.  The 
same  success  attended  the  other  mirzas  and  emirs  in  their 
excursions;  and  Smyrna,  defended  by  the  zeal  and  courage 
of  the  Rhodian  knights,  alone  deserved  the  presence  of  the 
emperor  himself.  After  an  obstinate  defence,  the  place  wag 
taken  by  storm;  all  that  breathed  was  put  to  the  sword;  and 
the  heads  of  the  Christian  heroes  were  launched  from  the 
engines,  on  board  of  two  carracks,  or  great  ships  of  Europe, 
that  rode  at  anchor  in  the  harbor.  The  Moslems  of  Asia 
rejoiced  in  their  deliverance  from  a  dangerous  and  domestic 
foe,  and  a  parallel  was  drawn  between  the  two  rivals,  by 
observing  that  Timour,  in  fourteen  days,  had  reduced  a  for- 
tress which  had  sustained  seven  years  the  siege,  or  at  least 
the  blockade,  of  Bajazet.** 

«l^tl»mof  Autolia  or  Bonn,  I  aM  m»  UMt  in  tike  lattll^ 
oopioas  BiRitfm  of  SberafBdAi  (L  r.  e.  44-41)  md  AnMiah  (U.  c.  20-35). 
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The  iron  cage  in  wliioh  Bajazeims  impriaoned  bj  Tamer- 
lane, 80  long  and  so  often  repeated  ae  a  moral  lesson,  is  now 
rejected  as  a  fable  by  the  modern  writeni,  who  smile  at  the 
vnlgar  credulity.^  Thej  appeal  with  confidence  to  the  Per- 
sian history  of  Sherefeddin  Ali»  which  has  been  giyen  to 
onr  curiosity  in  a  French  versioni  and  from  which  I  shall 
collect  and  abridge  a  more  specious  nairatiTe  of  this  mem* 
orable  transaction.  No  sooner  was  Timonr  informed  that 
the  captire  Ottoman  was  at  the  door  of  his  tent  than  he 
graciously  stepped  forward  to  reoeire  him,  seated  him  by 
his  side,  and  mingled  with  jnst  reproaches  a  soothing  pity 
for  his  rank  and  misfortune.  **AlasI'*  ssid  the  emperor, 
"the  decree  of  fate  is  now  accomplished  by  your  own  fault: 
it  is  the  web  which  you  haye  woven,  the  thorns  of  the  tree 
which  yourself  have  planted.  I  wished  to  spare,  and  even 
to  assist,  the  champion  of  the  Moslems:  you  braved  our 
threats;  you  despised  our  friendship;  you  forced  us  to 
enter  your  kingdom  with  our  invincible  armies.  Behold 
the  event.  Had  you  vanquished,  I  am  not  ignorant  of  the 
fate  which  you  reserved  for  myself  and  my  troops.  But  I 
disdain  to  retaliate:  your  life  and  honor  are  secure;  and 
I  shall  express  my  gratitude  to  God  by  my  clemency  to 
man.'*  The  royal  captive  showed  some  signs  of  repentance, 
accepted  ^e  humiliation  of  a  robe  of  honor,  and  embraced 
with  tears  his  son  Mousa,  who,  at  his  request,  was  sought 
and  found  among  the  captives  of  the  field.  The  Ottoman 
princes  were  lodged  in  a  splendid  pavilion;  and  the  respect 
of  the  guards  could  be  surpassed  only  by  their  vigilance. 
On  the  arrival  of  the  harem  from  Boursa,  Timour  restored 
the  queen  Despina  and  her  daughter  to  their  father  and  hus- 
band; but  he  piously  required  that  the  Servian  princess, 
who  had  hitherto  been  indulged  in  the  profession  of  Chris- 


Ob  this  park  O0I7  of  Timour's  history  it  is  lawful  to  quote  the  Turks  (Cant^mir, 
n.  bZ.  AnnaL  Lnindav.  p.  320)  ud  tbe  Qroeka  (Phranza.  L  L  c.  29.  Dugm,  q. 
16-11.    OhaloondylM.  1.  iH.). 

The  flcepticism  of  YolUUre  (Essai  «ur  I'Hiat.  0«ner.  c.  88)  ia  ready  on  this. 
M  oa  oTerj  occMioa,  to  reject  a  popular  talo,  aa4  to  diminish  the  magnitude 
of  ?ied  and  TirUw;  and  «d  moat  oooaaloiia  hli  tsaiiduHtjr  if  waaoiiaMa. 
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timitjr,  sboold  embnoe  without  delay  tlie  veligion  «f  A» 
prophet  In  the  feast  of  Tictovy,  to  whioh  Bajaaet  was  ia« 
Tited,  Hie  Mogul  empevor  placed  a  emm  on  Iris  head,  and 
ft  sceptre  in  Ida  hand,  with  a  aolemn  assnnmoe  of  ralprios 
him  with  an  inoMaa  of  giovy  to  the  throne  of  his  anoeston* 
Bat  tfie  effect  of  tiiis  ptomiae  was  disappointed  by  the  sohan'a 
untimely  death :  amid  the  care  of  the  moel  skilfal  physicianai 
he  expired  of  an  apoplexy  at  Akshehr,  the  Antioeh  of  Pisidia, 
about  nine  months  after  his  defoat  The  victor  dropped  a  tear 
over  his  grave;  hia  body,  with  royal  pomp,  was  oonveyed  to 
the  mansolenm  which  he  had  erected  at  Bonisa;  and  Ida  soa 
Monsa,  after  receiviog  a  rich  present  of  gidd  and  jewels,  of 
horses  and  arms,  waa  inTOiled  by  apatont  la  ladiak  with  the 
kingdom  of  AnatoGa. 

Snch  la  the  portrait  of  a  generous  oonqneror,  which  haa 
been  extraotsd  from  his  own  memorials,  and  dedicated  to 
his  soa  aad  gtaadson,  nineteen  years  after  hia  decease;*' 
and,  at  a  time  when  the  tmtii  was  remembered  by  thoa- 
iands,  a  manifest  falsehood  woald  have  implied  a  satire  oa 
his  reid  oondaot  Weighty  indeed  is  this  evidence,  adopted 
by  all  the  Penaan  histories;*  yet  flattery,  more  especially  la 
the  Basti  is  base  and  andaoioiis;  and  the  harsh  aad  ignomia* 
ions  treatmeat  of  Bajaaet  la  attested  by  a  chaia  of  witnesses, 
some  of  whom  shall  be  prodnoed  in  tiie  order  of  their  time 
and  country.  1.  The  reader  has  not  forgot  the  garrisoa  of 
French,  whom  the  marshal  Boncicaolt  left  behind  him  for 
the  defence  of  Conataatiaople.  They  were  oa  the  qpot  to 
receive  the  earliest  aad  most  faithful  intelligenoe  of  the  over- 
throw of  their  great  adversary;  aad  it  is  mm  thaa  probable 
that  some  of  them  accompanied  the  Gh*eek  embassy  to  the 
eamp  of  Tamerlaaa.  V^oin  their  account,  the  hatrdMpi  of 


«  Hirt.  of  flhn«reddiB(L  T.  e.  49,  St.  5S.  se,  WX  Tbh  woi%  ww  flntsbee 
StfiUru,  !n  the  jear  1424,  aod  dedicatod  to  Sultan  rbrihlm,  tlio  sun  of  flbkrokh, 
ItoMtt  oiC  TimoDT,  who  raigiifld  In  Faratetaa  hi  his 

^  Atttt  eiM  psiiml  of  KhoBdonfrf  Bin  8oImuusIi»  ote.*  ths  lomod  d*ki6^ 

belot  (BfbHo.  Orient  p.  may  affirm  fhnt  this  fnble  Ja  not  raontinnM  in  tlie 
most  anthentfc  historicif :  bat  his  denial  of  itae  rWhlt  testimoajr  of  Arabaha^ 
Infw  Man  room  ta  auapeofc  hii  Mflocaqr*  ^  . 
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the  prison  and  death  of  Bajazet  are  affirmed  bj  the  marahal'i 

servant  and  historian,  within  the  distance  of  seven  yeara.^ 
2.  The  name  of  Poggius  the  Italian^  is  deservedly  famous 
among  the  revivers  of  learning  in  the  fifteenth  centnij.  His 
elegant  dialogue  on  the  yioissitudes  of  fortone**  was  com- 
posed in  his  fiftieth  year,  twenty -eight  years  after  the  Turk- 
ish victoiy  of  Tamerbme;**  whom  he  celebrates  as  not  in- 
ferior to  the  illustrious  Barbarians  of  antiquity.  Of  his 
exploits  and  discipline  Poggius  was  infoniMd  by  several 
ocular  witnesses;  nor  does  he  foiget  an  example  so  apposite 
to  his  theme  as  the  Ottoman  monaroh,  whom  the  Scythian 
confined  like  a  wild  beast  in  an  iron  cage,  and  exhibited  a 
spectacle  to  Asia.  I  might  add  the  authority  of  two  Italian 
chronicles,  perhaps  of  an  earlier  date,  whieh  would  prove  at 
least  that  the  same  story,  whether  false  or  true,  was  imported 
into  Europe  with  the  first  tidings  of  the  revolution.**  8.  At 
tbo  time  when  Poggius  flourished  at  Rome,  Ahmed  Ebn 
Arabshah  composed  at  Damascus  the  florid  and  malevolent 
history  of  Timour,  for  which  he  had  collected  materials  in 
his  joumeji  over  Turkey  tfnd  Tartary.**  Without  any  pos- 
sible oonespondeooe  belireea  the  Latin  and  the  Arabian 


*  St  fut  lui-meme  {Bai<met)  prli,  t*  meo^  en  prtoon,  en  iMiuaUe  nonnil  de 

iwre  mnri!  Mem.  de  Boucicaiilt,  p.  I,  c  37.  Tliesc  memoirs  worn  compcjifKl 
while  tlio  inafHlial  was  stiU  governor  of  Genoa,  from  whence  he  wai<  oxpolled  iu 
the  year  1409,  by  a  popular  insurrection  (Murat  Ann.  d'ltaL  xii.  473). 

The  reader  will  find  a  Ratisfactory  arcotinl  of  the  Life  and  writings  of 
Poggius,  In  the  Poggiaiia.  an  entertaining  work  of  M.  Lenfant,  and  in  the 
Biblio.  LaUn.  Mod.  et  Inflni.  AliaX,  «l  lUfficitM  (v.  SOi).  POggiOB  waa  born  in 
the  year  1380,  and  died  in  1459. 

*i  The  dialogue  de  Yarietate  Fortunee  (of  which  a  complete  and  elegant 
edition  has  been  published  at  Paris  in  1723,  4to)  was  composed  a  short  time 
before  the  death  of  Pope  kUrtin  Y.  (p.  and  oomeqaeDtif  about  the  end  of 
the  rear  1480. 

*■  See  a  splendid  and  eloquent  enoondum  of  TunerlMie,  pp.  36-39,  ipse  enhn 
Bovi  (says  Poggitts)  qui  fuere  in  ejus  eaatris  ....  Regem  vivum  cepit,  cavedque 
in  modum  ferse  inclusum  per  omnem  Asiam  droumtalit  egregium  admirandumque 
•poctaculum  fortune. 

"  The  Chronioon  Tanrlsianum  (Murat.  Script.  Rer.  Ital.  zJz.  800),  and  the 
Ann.  Estenses  (xviii.  p.  974).  The  two  authon,  Andreas  de  Redtutfis  de  Quero, 
and  James  de  Delayto,  were  both  oontemporariea,  and  both  chancellors,  the  one 
«if  Trevigi,  the  other  of  Ferrara.  The  eridenoe  of  the  former  is  the  nx»t  positive. 

M  AnUluh,  iL  c.  28,  U.   fie  trnveUed  ia  icgknM  Rtiimwifs  aa  889  (▲.». 
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imteri  ihej  ftgrae  in  the  feet  of  the  iron  Mgs;  and  their 
agreement  ib  a  striking  proof  of  their  oonmum  yeneitjr. 
Ahmed  Arabshah  likewiM  rdatei  anoliier  ontrage,  which 
Bajazet  endured,  of  a  more  domeetio  and  tender  natore. 
Hie  indiscreet  mention  of  women  and  divorces  was  deeply 
reaented  bj  the  jealoos  Tartar:  in  the  feast  of  yictory,  the 
wine  was  eenred  by  female  cupbearen,  and  the  enltaii  be- 
held his  own  ooncnbines  and  wires  confounded  amoiig  Ibo 
slaTes,  and  exposed  withont  a  veil  to  the  eyes  of  intemper- 
anee.  To  escape  a  similar  indigni^,  it  is  said  that  liis 
successors,  except  in  a  single  instanoSi  liATe  abstained  from 
legitimate  nuptials;  and  the  Ottoman  practice  and  belief,  at 
least  in  the  sixteenth  century,  is  attested  by  the  observing 
Busbequins,**  ambassador  from  the  court  of  Vienna  to  the 
great  Soliman.  4.  Such  is  the  separation  of  language,  that 
the  testimony  of  a  Greek  is  not  less  independent  than  that  of 
a  Latin  or  an  Arab.  I  suppress  the  names  of  Chalcondyles 
and  Dncas,  who  flourished  in  a  later  period,  and  who  speak 
in  a  less  positive  tone;  but  more  attention  is  dne  to  George 
Phranza,**  protovestiare  of  the  last  emperors,  and  who  was 
bom  a  year  before  the  battle  of  Angora.  Twenty-two  years 
after  that  event,  he  was  sent  ambassador  to  Anmrath  the 
Second;  and  the  liistorian  might  coDTerse  with  some  veteran 
Janizaries,  who  had  been  made  prisoners  with  the  sultan, 
and  had  themselves  seen  him  in  his  iron  cage.  6.  The  last 
evidence,  in  every  sense,  is  that  of  the  Turkish  annals,  which 
have  been  consulted  or  transcribed  by  Lennclavius,  Pocock, 
and  Oantemir."  They  unanimously  deplore  the  captivity  >f 
the  iron  cage;  and  some  credit  may  be  allowed  to  national 
historians,  who  cannot  stigmatize  the  Tartar  without  niiooY- 
ering  the  diame  of  their  king  and  country. 

»  Busbeqnias  In  Legat.  Tnrc  epiat  I.  St.  T«t  lita  fmpocMo  mntibodtjr  li 
somewhat  shaken  by  the  Bubsoquent  marriages  of  Amtirath  II.  with  aSeCTMa* 
aud  of  Mahomet  II.  with  an  Asiatio,  princess  (C^ntomir.  pp.  83,  93). 

"  TesUm.  o£  George  Phranaa  (1.  i-  c  29).  and  his  Ufe  In  BsadMnt  Script 
Bfant^L&MV   OiiloondylM  and  Ducm  speak  fa  gneraltsnnsefa^jMiri 

^  Annd.  LeandaT.      Stl    PlModE,  nd  Abulphang.  Dynail 

OMUMuir,  pk  Mb 
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From  these  opposite  premises,  a  fair  and  moderate  con- 
clusion may  be  deduced.  I  am  satisfied  that  Sherefeddin 
Ali  has  faithfully  described  the  first  ostentatious  interview, 
in  which  the  conqueror,  whose  spirits  were  harmonized  by 
success,  affected  the  character  of  generosity.  But  his  mind 
was  insensibly  alienated  by  the  unseasonable  arrogance  of 
Bajazet;  the  complaints  of  his  enemies,  the  Anatolian 
princes,  were  just  and  vehement,  and  Timour  betrayed  a 
design  of  leading  his  royal  captive  in  triumph  to  Samar- 
cand.  An  attempt  to  facilitate  his  escape,  by  digging  a 
mine  under  the  tent,  provoked  the  Mogul  emperor  to  im- 
pose a  harsher  restraint;  and  in  his  perpetual  marches,  an 
iron  cage  on  a  wagon  might  be  invented,  not  as  a  wanton 
insult,  but  as  a  rigorous  precaution.  Timour  had  read  in 
some  fabulous  history  a  similar  treatment  of  one  of  his  pred- 
ecessors, a  king  of  Persia;  and  Bajazet  was  condemned  to 
represent  the  person,  and  expiate  the  guilt,  of  the  Koman 
CsBsar.**  But  the  strength  of  his  mind  and  body  fainted 
under  the  trial,  and  his  premature  death  (a.d.  1408,  March  9) 
might,  without  injustice,  be  aaoribed  to  the  severity  of  Ti- 
mour. He  warred  not  with  the  dead;  a  tear  and  a  sepulchre 
were  all  that  he  could  bestow  on  a  captive  who  was  delivered 
from  his  power;  and  if  Mousa,  the  son  of  Bajazet,  was  per- 
mitted to  reign  over  the  ruins  of  Boursa,  the  greater  part  of 
the  province  of  Anatolia  had  been  restored  by  the  oonqueror 
to  their  lawful  sovereigns. 

From  the  Irtish  and  Volga  to  the  Persian  Gulf,  and  from 
the  Ganges  to  Damascus  and  the  Archipelago,  Asia  was 
^A.]>.  1406)  in  the  huid  of  Timour;  his  armies  were  invinoi- 
bloi  his  ambitton  was  boundless,  and  his  zeal  might  aspire 
to  oonqner  and  oonyert  the  Christian  kingdoms  of  the  West, 
whioh  almdj  tnmbled  at  his  name.  He  tonohed  the  utmost 
▼erge  of  the  land;  bnt  an  insnpeiable,  though  narrow,  sea 

"  A  Sapor,  king  of  Pcrnia,  had  been  made  prisoner  and  enclosed  in  tht 
of  a  cow's  bide  bj  Maiimian  or  (Hlerius  Ccoaar.  Such  ia  the  labia 
If  Butychi.  (AiiMd.  L  4ai,  vwi.  Pooock).  Tba  veoollaelto  U  tht 
tree  history  will  tench  to  nppvMiait  tbt  kiMMrlMlfa«l  tht  OviiBtrit  ol  (he 
a^  mhioti  preoeOa  ib«  H^^iia. 
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rolled  between  the  two  continents  of  Europe  and  Asia; and 
the  lord  of  so  many  Uymans,  or  myriads,  of  horse,  was  not 
master  of  a  single  galley.  The  two  passages  of  the  Boapho- 
rus  and  Hellespont,  of  Constantinople  and  Gallipoli,  were 
possessed,  the  one  by  the  Christians,  the  other  by  the  Turks. 
On  this  great  occasion,  they  forgot  the  difference  of  religion 
to  act  with  union  and  firmness  in  the  common  cause:  the 
double  straits  were  guarded  with  ships  and  fortifications; 
and  they  separately  withheld  the  transports,  which  Timour 
demanded  of  either  nation,  under  the  pretence  of  attack- 
ing their  enemy.  At  the  same  time,  they  soothed  his  pride 
with  tributary  gifts  and  suppliant  embassies,  and  prudently 
tempted  him  to  retreat  with  the  honors  of  victory.  Soliman, 
the  son  of  Bajazet,  implored  his  clemency  for  his  father  and 
himself;  accepted,  by  a  red  patent,  the  investiture  of  the 
kingdom  of  Romania,  which  he  already  held  by  the  sword ; 
and  reiterated  his  ardent  wish,  of  casting  himself  in  person 
at  the  feet  of  the  king  of  the  world.  The  Greek  emperor** 
(either  John  or  Manuel)  submitted  to  pay  the  same  tribute 
which  he  had  stipulated  with  the  Turkish  sultan,  and  rati- 
fied the  treaty  by  an  oath  of  allegiance,  from  which  he  could 
absolve  his  conscience  so  soon  as  the  Mogul  arms  had  retired 
from  Anatolia.  But  the  fears  and  fancy  of  nations  ascribed 
to  the  ambitious  Tamerlane  a  new  design  of  vast  and  roman- 
tic compass;  a  design  of  subduing  Egypt  and  Africa,  march- 
ing from  the  Nile  to  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  entering  Europe  by 
the  Straits  of  Gibraltar,  and,  after  imposing  his  yoke  on  the 
kingdoms  of  Christendom,  of  returning  home  by  the  deserts 
of  Russia  and  Tartary.  This  remote,  and  perhaps  imagi- 
nary, danger  was  averted  by  the  submission  of  the  sultan  of 


"  Arabehah  (ii.  c.  25)  describes,  like  a  curious  traveller,  the  Straits  of 
Oallipoli  and  GooatantiDople.  To  acquire  a  just  idea  of  these  events,  I  have 
compared  the  narratirea  and  prejudices  of  the  Moguls,  Turks,  Greeks,  and 
Arabians.  The  Spanish  ambassador  mentions  this  hostile  union  of  the  Chris- 
tens and  Ottomans  (Tie  de  Timour,  p.  96). 

**  Since  the  name  of  Cesar  had  been  transferred  to  the  sultans  of  Roum, 
the  Greek  princes  of  Constantinople  (Sherefeddln,  L  t.  e.  54)  were  confoonded 
with  the  OhristlMi  lords  of  Oallipoli,  Thessalonica,  etc,  under  the  tHto  of  f^Awr,- 
which  k  tehrad  \ij  oorraption  from  the  gwutivd  «v«pmv  (Qinlial^  . 
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Egypt:  the  honors  of  the  prayer  and  the  coin,  attested  nt 
Cairo  the  Rupreinacy  of  Timour;  and  a  rare  gift  of  a  giraffe, 
or  camelopard,  and  nine  ostriches,  represented  at  Samarcand 
the  tribute  of  the  African  world.  Our  imagination  is  not 
less  astonished  by  the  portrait  of  a  Mogul,  who,  in  his  camp 
before  Smyrna,  meditates  and  almost  accomplishes  the  in" 
vasion  of  the  Chinese  empire.*'  Timour  was  urged  to  tiiis 
enterprise  by  national  honor  and  religious  zeal.  The  tor- 
rents which  he  had  shed  of  Mussulman  blood  could  be  ex- 
piated only  by  an  equal  destruction  of  the  infidels;  and  as 
he  now  stood  at  the  gates  of  paradise,  he  might  best  secure 
his  glorious  entrance  by  demolishing  the  idols  of  China, 
founding  mosques  in  every  city,  and  establishing  the  pro- 
fession of  faith  in  one  God,  and  his  prophet  Mahomet.  The 
recent  expulsion  of  the  house  of  Zingis  was  an  insult  on 
the  Mogul  name;  and  the  disorders  of  the  empire  afforded 
the  fairest  opportunity  for  revenge.  The  illustrious  Hong- 
vou,  founder  of  the  dynasty  of  Ming,  died  four  years  before 
the  battle  of  Angora;  and  his  grandson,  a  weak  and  unfort- 
unate youth,  was  burned  in  his  palace,  after  a  million  of 
Chinese  had  perished  in  the  civil  war."  Before  he  evacu- 
ated Anatolia,  Timour  despatched  beyond  the  Sihon  a  nu- 
merous army,  or  rather  colony,  of  his  old  and  new  subjects, 
to  open  the  road,  to  subdue  the  Pagan  Calmucks  and  Mun- 
gals,  and  to  found  cities  and  magazines  in  the  desert;  and, 
by  the  diligence  of  his  lieutenant,  he  soon  received  a  perfect 
map  and  description  of  the  unknown  regions,  from  the  source 
of  the  Irtish  to  the  wall  of  China,  During  these  prepara- 
tions, the  emperor  achieved  the  final  conquest  of  Georgia; 
passed  the  winter  on  the  banks  of  the  Araxes;  appeased  the 
troubles  of  Persia;  and  slowly  returned  to  his  capital,  after 
a  campaign  of  four  years  and  nine  months. 


"  Sherefoddin,  1.  v.  c.  4,  who  iiMrics,  In  a  Just  Itinerary,  the  road  lo  €3iiMi» 
wtatoh  Armlwluih  (it.  c.  33)  paints  in  vague  and  rhetorical  colors. 

•  9jrMiprte  Hint.  Sinicffi.  pp.  74-76  (in  the  ivth  part  of  the  Bdationa  da 
Therenot).  Dnhalde.  Hi^t.  de  la  Ohiiie  (i.  507,  fol.  od.);  imd  for  the  duODOlogf 
of  the  Chiiwae  emperora,  da  OufgoM,  Uist.  des  Huofl^  i.  71. 
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On  the  throne  of  Samarcand"  (a.d.  1404,  July),  he  dis- 
played in  a  short  repose  his  magnificence  and  power;  lis- 
tened to  the  complaints  of  the  people;  distributed  a  just 
measure  of  rewards  and  punishments;  employed  his  riches 
in  the  architecture  of  palaces  and  temples;  and  gave  audi- 
ence to  the  ambassadors  of  Egypt,  Arabia,  India,  Tartary, 
Eussia,  and  Spain,  the  last  of  whom  presented  a  suit  of 
tapestry  which  eclipsed  the  pencil  of  the  Oriental  artists. 
The  marriage  (a.d.  1405,  Jan.  8)  of  six  of  the  emperor'i 
grandsons  was  esteemed  an  act  of  religion,  as  well  as  of 
paternal  tenderness;  and  the  pomp  of  the  ancient  caliphs 
was  revived  in  their  nuptials.  They  were  celebrated  in 
the  gardens  of  Canighul,  decorated  with  innumerable  tentfl 
and  pavilions,  which  displayed  the  luxury  of  a  great  city 
and  the  spoils  of  a  victorious  camp.  Whole  forests  were 
cut  down  to  supply  fuel  for  the  kitchens;  the  plain  was 
spread  with  pyramids  of  meat,  and  vases  of  every  liquor, 
to  which  thousands  of  guests  were  courteously  invited:  the 
orders  of  the  state,  and  the  nations  of  the  earth,  were  mar- 
shalled at  the  royal  banquet;  nor  were  the  ambassadors  of 
Europe  (says  the  haughty  Persian)  excluded  from  the  feast; 
since  even  the  casses^  the  smallest  of  fish,  find  their  place  in 
the  ocean.**  The  public  joy  was  testified  by  illuminations 
and  masquerades;  the  trades  of  Samarcand  passed  in  re- 
view; and  every  trade  was  emulous  to  execute  some  quaint 
device,  some  marvellous  pageant,  with  the  materials  of  their 
peculiar  art.  After  the  marriage-contracts  had  been  ratified  • 
by  the  cadis,  the  bridegrooms  and  their  brides  retired  to  the 
nuptial  chambers;  nine  times,  according  to  the  Asiatic  fash- 
ion, they  were  dressed  and  undressed ;  and  at  each  change 

*  For  the  return,  Mumph,  and  death  of  Timour,  see  Sherefeddin  (1.  vi.  c. 
1-30)  and  Arabehah  Oi-  c.  85-^1). 

Sherefeddia  (L  Vi.  o.  34)  mentions  the  ambassadors  of  one  of  the  most 
potent  Borereigns  of  Europe.  We  know  that  it  was  Henry  III.,  king  of  OastJle; 
and  the  curious  relatioa  of  his  two  embassies  is  still  extant  (Mariana,  Hist. 
Hispon.  L  zix.  e.  11.  U.  329.  Arertiss.  i  THist.  de  Timur  Bee.  pp.  28-33). 
There  appears  likewise  to  have  been  some  oorrespondenoe  between  the  Mogul 
emperor  and  the  court  of  OhMlit  TIL,  ktaf  el  mine  (Biit  de  Ihmmm,  per 
Telly  etYQlMrM*  ztt.  SSe). 
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of  apparel,  pearls  and  rubies  were  showered  on  their  heads, 
and  contemptuously  abandoned  to  their  attendants.  A  gen- 
eral indulgence  was  proclaimed:  every  law  was  relaxed, 
every  pleasure  was  allowed ;  the  people  were  free,  the  sov- 
ereign was  idle;  and  the  historian  of  Timour  may  remark, 
that,  after  devoting  fifty  years  to  the  attainment  of  empire, 
the  only  happy  period  of  bis  life  were  the  two  months  in 
which  he  ceased  to  exercise  his  power.  But  he  was  soon 
awakene<i  to  the  cares  of  government  and  war.  The  stand- 
ard was  unfurled  for  the  invasion  of  China:  the  emirs  made 
their  report  of  200,000,  the  select  and  veteran  soldiers  of 
Iran  and  Touran:  their  baggage  and  provisions  were  trans- 
ported by  500  great  wagons,  and  an  immense  train  of  horses 
and  camels;  and  the  troops  might  prepare  for  a  long  ab- 
sence, since  more  than  six  months  were  employed  in  the 
tranquil  journey  of  a  caravan  from  Samarcand  to  Pekin. 
Neither  age,  nor  the  severity  of  the  winter,  could  retard  the 
impatience  of  Timour;  he  mounted  on  horseback,  passed 
the  Sihon  on  the  ice,  marched  seventy-six  parasangs,  three 
hundred  miles,  from  his  capital,  and  pitched  his  last  camp 
in  the  neighborhood  of  Otrar,  where  he  was  expected  by 
the  angel  of  death.  Fatigue,  and  the  indiscreet  use  of 
iced  wat^^r,  accelerated  the  progress  of  his  fever;  and  the 
conqueror  of  Asia  expired  (a.d.  1405,  April  1)  in  the  seven- 
tieth year  of  his  age,  thirty-five  years  after  he  had  ascended 
the  throne  of  Zagatai.  His  designs  were  lost;  his  armies 
were  disbanded;  China  was  saved;  and  fourteen  years  after 
his  decease,  the  most  powerful  of  his  children  sent  an  em- 
bassv  of  friendship  and  commerce  to  the  court  of  Pekin.* 
The  fame  of  Timour  has  pervaded  the  Kast  and  West; 
his  posterity  is  still  invested  with  the  Imperial  title;  and 
the  admiration  of  his  subjects,  who  revered  him  almost 

a  deity,  may  be  justified  in  some  degree  by  the  praise  or 

—  II I    .111     I  '    —  

*  Trmnnlation  of  th«  Persian  account  of  tlidr  erobassj,  a  cttliiWH  and  orighifl! 
piMll(tB  the  ivth  part  of  th«  RelaHons  de  Therenot)  They  presented  the  em- 
peror of  China  \rith  an  old  horse  which  Timour  had  formerly  rode.  It  was  in 
the  jeer  1419  rhht  they  fMn  the  ODiffCflf  H«nt^  to  WlAdl  jImO  tbcgr 

rttomad  in  1422  Irom  Peid». 
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confession  of  his  bitterest  enemies."  Although  he  was  lame 
of  a  hand  and  foot,  his  form  and  stature  were  not  unworthy 
of  his  rank;  and  his  vigorous  health,  so  essential  to  himself 
and  to  the  world,  was  corroborated  by  temperance  and  exer- 
cise. In  his  familiar  discourse  he  was  grave  and  modest, 
and  if  he  was  ignorant  of  the  Arabic  language,  he  spoke 
with  fluency  and  elegance  the  Persian  and  Turkish  idioms. 
It  was  his  delight  to  converse  with  the  learned  on  topics  of 
history  and  science;  and  the  amusement  of  his  leisure  hours 
was  the  game  of  chess,  which  he  improved  or  corrupted  with 
new  refinements."  In  his  religion,  he  was  a  zealous,  though 
not  perhaps  an  orthodox,  Mussulman;"  but  his  sound  un- 
derstanding may  tempt  us  to  believe,  that  a  superstitious 
reverence  for  omens  and  prophecies,  for  saints  and  astrolo- 
gers, was  only  affected  as  an  instrument  of  policy.  In  the 
government  of  a  vast  empire,  he  stood  alone  and  absolute, 
without  a  rebel  to  oppose  his  power,  a  favorite  to  seduce  his 
affections,  or  a  minister  to  mislead  his  judgment.  I^t  was 
his  firmest  maxim,  that  whatever  might  be  the  consequence, 
the  word  of  the  prince  should  never  be  disputed  or  recalled; 
but  his  foes  have  maliciously  observed,  that  the  commands 
of  anger  and  destruction  were  more  strictly  executed  than 
those  of  beneficence  and  favor.  His  sons  and  grandsons, 
of  whom  Timour  left  six-and-thirty  at  his  decease,  were  his 
first  and  most  submissive  subjects;  and  whenever  they  de- 
viated from  their  duty,  they  were  corrected,  according  to  the 
laws  of  Zingis,  with  the  bastinado,  and  afterward  restored 
to  honor  and  command.  Perhaps  his  heart  was  not  devoid 
of  the  social  virtues  j  perhaps  he  was  not  incapable  of  lov> 

From  Arabsbah,  il  a  96.  The  bright  or  loltar  oolora  we  borrowvd  fram 
Bbenfeddin,  d'Herbdot,  and  the  Institutions. 

His  new  njBtem  was  multiplied  from  32  pieces  and  64  squares  to  66 
pieew  Mid  110  or  130  squares.    But,  except  in  Ut  oourti  the  oM  game  has  been 

thought  BuflBciently  elaborate  The  Mogul  emperor  wan  rather  pleased  tlian 
hurt  with  the  victory  oi  a  subject:  a  chess  player  will  feel  the  Talue  of  this 
•ocominml 

Sherefeddin,  L  v.  c.  15,  25.    Arabahah  (ii.  c.  96,  p.  801)  reproves  the 
impiety  of  Timour  and  the  Mc^uls,  who  almost  prefetred  to  the  Koran,  tha 
Taeta,  or  Law  of  Zingis  (cut  Deus  maledicat);  nor  will  ho  btHofO  tiint  SlianiEh 
lind  ■boUohod  Am  om  and  nntlwri^  of  thM  Figoa  oodt; 
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ing  his  friendfl  and  pardoning  his  enemies;  bat  the  rules  of 
morality  are  founded  on  the  public  interest;  and  it  may  be 
sufficient  to  applaud  tlie  wisdom  of  a  monarch,  for  the  lib- 
erality by  which  he  is  not  impoverished,  and  for  the  justice 
by  which  he  is  strengthened  and  enriched.  To  maintain  the 
harmony  of  authorit}-  and  obedience,  to  chastise  the  proud, 
to  protect  the  weak,  to  reward  the  deserving,  to  banish  vice 
and  idleness  from  his  dominions,  to  secure  the  traveller  and 
merchant,  to  restrain  the  depredations  of  the  soldier,  to 
cherish  the  labors  of  the  husbandman,  to  encourage  indus- 
try and  learning,  and,  by  an  equal  and  moderate  assessment, 
to  increase  the  revenue,  without  increasing  the  taxes,  are 
indeed  the  duties  of  a  prince;  but,  in  the  discharge  of  these 
duties,  he  finds  an  ample  and  immediate  recompense.  Ti- 
raour  might  boast,  that  at  his  accession  to  the  throne  Asia 
was  the  prey  of  anarc  hy  and  rapine,  while  under  his  pros- 
perous monarchy  a  child,  fearless  and  unhurt,  might  carry 
a  purse  of  gold  from  the  East  to  the  West.  Such  was  his 
confiilence  of  merit,  that  from  this  reformation  he  derived 
an  excuse  for  his  victories,  and  a  title  to  universal  domin- 
ion. The  four  following  observations  will  serve  to  appre- 
ciate his  claim  to  the  public  gratitude;  and  perhaps  we  shall 
conclude,  that  the  Mogul  emperor  was  rather  the  scourge 
than  the  benefactor  of  mankind.  1.  If  some  partial  dis- 
orders, some  local  oppressions,  were  healed  by  the  sword 
of  Timour,  the  remedy  was  far  more  pernicious  than  the 
disease.  By  their  rapine,  cruelty,  and  discord,  the  petty 
tyrants  of  Persia  might  afflict  their  subjects;  but  whole 
nations  were  crushed  under  the  footsteps  of  the  reformer. 
The  ground  which  had  been  occupied  by  flourishing  cities 
was  often  marked  by  his  abominable  trophies,  by  columns, 
or  p3rramids,  of  human  heads.  Astrachan,  Carizme,  Delhi, 
Ispahan,  Bagdad,  Aleppo,  Damascus,  Boursa,  Smyrna,  and 
a  thousand  others,  were  sacked,  or  burned,  or  utterly  de- 
stroyed, in  his  presence,  and  by  his  troops;  and  perhaps 
his  conscience  would  have  been  startled,  if  a  priest  or  phi- 
losopher had  dared  to  number  tha  millions  of  vicUma  whom 
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he  hod  noriflced  to  the  eBtablMinieiit  of  p6«waiid  oidtov** 

2^  His  most  destructive  wars  were  rather  huMMKU  than  oon- 
qiMBti.  He  invaded  Turkestan,  Kipzak,  Bassia^  HindoBtan, 
Syria,  Anatolia,  Armenia,  and  Georgia,  without  a  hope  or 
a  desire  of  preserving  those  distant  provinces.  From  thence 
htdftpartedy  laden  with  spoil;  but  he  left  behind  him  neither 
troops  to  awe  the  oontnmaciou8,  nor  magistrates  to  protect 
the  obedimit,  natiyos.  When  he  had  broken  the  fabrio  of 
their  ancienl'  gormment,  he  abandoned'  them  to  the  evils 
which  his  imrttioD  had  aggravated  or  eavsed;  nor  were 
these  evils  compensated  by  any  pmweBi  Off  possible  ben- 
efits. 8.  The  kingdoms  of  Transoxiana  and  Persia  were 
the  proper  field  which  he  labored  to  cultivate  and  adorn, 
as  t^e  peipetual  inheritance  of  his  family.  But  his  peace- 
ful  labors  were  often  interrupted,  and  sometimes  blasted, 
by  the  absence  of  the  conqueror.  While  he  triumphed  oa 
the  Volga  or  the.  Gkinges,  his  servants,  and  even  his  sons, 
forgot  their  master  and  their  duty.  The  public  and  private 
injuries  were  poorly  redressed  by  the  tardy  rigor  of  inquiry 
and  punishment;  and  we  must  be  content  to  praise  the 
Insliiutions  of  Timour  as  the  specious  idea  of  a  perfect 
monarchy.  4.  Whatsoever  might  be  the  blessings  of  his 
administration,  they  evaporated  with  his  life.  To  reign, 
rather  than  to  govern,  was  the  ambition  of  his  children 
and  grandchildren;**  the  enemies  of  each  other  and  of  the 
people.  A  fragment  of  the  empire  was  upheld  with  some 
glory  by  Sharokh  his  youngest  son;  but  after  his  decease 
the  scene  was  again  involved  in  darkness  and  blood;  and 
before  the  end  of  a  century,  Transoxiana  and  Persia  wm 


**  Besides  the  bloody  piissages  of  this  narrative,  I  raunf  n  fcr  to  hii  Hntiripa- 
tk»  ia  vol.  ii.  p.  21%  of  the  Decline  and  Fall,  whicht  in  a  aingle  mu),  nccumu- 
latee  near  SOO.OOO  heads  of  the  monumenta  of  his  cnieltjr.  Except  In  Rowers 
play  on  ttio  nth  of  November,  I  did  not  expect  to  lu-ar  of  Timour's  amiable 
moderation  (White's  prel  p.  7).  Tet  I  can  excuse  a  generous  enibusiaBm  in 
the  reader,  and  still  more  in  the  editor,  of  the  TnttituHont. 

Consult  the  last  chapters  of  Sherefedfin  and  Arnbshah.  and  M.  de  (lui^'nos 
(Hist  dea  Hnns.  iv.  1.  xz.).  Fraser's  Hisk  of  Nadir  Shah,  pp.  1-6S.  The  stoiy 
flflfnnmr's  deseendanta  ia  Impeffeetl/  told:  aad  ttw  sMmi  ad  tfeMpwti  «f 
BbereleddiQ  are  onknown. 
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trampled  by  the  Uzbecks  from  the  norths  and  the  Turkmans 
of  the  bUck  and  white  sheep.  The  race  of  Timour  would 
have  been  extinct,  if  a  hero,  his  descendant  in  the  fifth  de- 
gree, had  not  fled  before  the  Uabeok  arms  to  the  conquest 
of  Hindoetan.  His  snooeflBOiB  (the  great  Moguls)"  extended 
their  sway  from  the  mountains  of  Cashmir  to  Cape  Comorin, 
and  from  Candahar  to  the  Gulf  of  Bengal.  Since  the  leigB 
of  Anrungzcbe,  their  empire  has  been  diasolved;  their  trees- 
ures  of  Delhi  have  been  rifled  by  a  Persian  robber;  and  the 
richest  of  their  kingdoms  is  now  possessed  by  a  company  of 
Christian  merchants,  of  a  remote  island  in  the  Northern 
Ooean. 

Far  different  was  the  fate  of  the  Ottoman  monarehy. 
The  massy  trunk  was  bent  to  the  ground,  bnt  no  sooner 
did  the  hurricane  pass  away  than  it  again  rose  with  fresh 
vigor  and  more  lively  vegetation.  When  Timour,  in  every 
sense,  had  evacuated  Anatolia,  he  left  the  cities  without  a 
palace,  a  treasure,  or  a  king.  The  open  country  was  over- 
spread with  hordes  of  shepherds  and  robbers  of  Tartar  or 
Turkman  origin;  the  recent  conquests  of  Bajazet  (a.d. 
1408-1421}  were  restored  to  the  emirs,  one  of  whom,  in 
base  revenge,  demolished  his  sepulchre;  and  his  five  sons 
were  eager,  bj  civil  discord,  to  consiune  the  remnant  of 
their  patrimony.  .  I  shall  enumerate  their  names  in  the  or- 
der of  their  age  and  actions."  1.  It  is  doubtful  whether  I 
relate  the  story  of  the  true  Mustapha,  or  of  an  impostor, 
who  personated  that  lost  prince.  He  fought  by  his  father's 
side  in  the  battle  of  Angora:  but  when  the  captive  sultan 
was  permitted  to  inquire  for  his  children,  Mousa  alone  could 
be  found;  and  the  Turkish  historians,  the  slaves  of  the  tri- 
umphant faction,  are  persuaded  that  his  brother  was  con- 
founded among  the  slidn.  II  Mustapha  escaped  from  that 


^<  Shnh  A  Hum,  tho  present  M<^I,  is  in  the  fourteenth  degree  from  Timour 
bj  Mirau  Simh,  his  third  son.    See  the  iid  vol.  of  Dow's  Hist,  of  Hindoetan. 

The  civil  ware,  from  ihe  death  of  BaJ&zet  to  that  of  Mustapha,  are  related, 
according  to  the  Turks,  by  Demetrius  Cantemir  (pp.  58-82).  Of  the  Oredn, 
Chalcondjles  (L  iv.  and  v.).  Phransa  (L  i.  c  30-82),  and  Ducaa  (c  18-27).  tlM 
iMt  to  tte  SMWi  oopiow  and  bert  innnBtd. 
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daaastrons  field,  he  was  concealed  twelve  jeare  from  }aB 
friends  and  enemies;  till  he  emerged  in  Thessaly,  and  was 
hailed  by  a  numerous  party  as  the  son  and  successor  of 
Bajazet.  His  first  defeat  would  have  been  his  last,  had  not 
the  trne,  or  false,  Mustapha  been  saved  by  the  Ghreeks,  and 
restored,  after  the  decease  of  his  brother  Mahomet,  to  lib- 
erty and  empire.  A  degenerate  mind  seemed  to  argue  his 
spurious  birth;  and  if,  on  the  throne  of  Hadrianople,  he 
was  adored  as  the  Ottoman  sultan,  his  flight,  his  fetters, 
and  an  ignominions  gibbet,  delivered  the  impostor  to  pop- 
ular contempt.  A  similar  character  and  claim  was  asserted 
by  several  rival  pretenders;  thirty  persons  are  said  to  have 
suffered  under  the  name  of  Mustapha;  and  these  frequent 
executions  may  perhaps  insinuate  that  the  Turkish  court 
waf  not  perfectly  secure  of  the  death  of  the  lawful  prince. 
2.  After  his  father*s  captivity,  Isa'"  reigned  for  some  time 
in  the  neighborhood  of  Angora,  Sinope,  and  the  Black  Sea; 
and  his  ambassadors  were  dismissed  from  the  presence  of 
Timour  with  fair  promises  and  honorable  gifts.  But  their 
master  was  soon  deprived  of  his  province  and  life,  by  a  jeal- 
ous brother,  the  sovereign  of  Amasia;  and  the  final  eveni 
suggested  a  pious  allusion  that  the  law  of  Moses  and  Jesus, 
of  Isa  and  Mousa^  had  been  abrogated  by  the  greater  Ma- 
homet. 3.  Soliman  (a.d.  1403-1410)  is  not  numbered  in  the 
list  of  the  Turkish  emperors:  yet  he  checked  the  victorious 
progress  of  the  Moguls;  and  after  their  departure  united  for 
a  while  the  thrones  of  Hadrianople  and  Boursa.  In  war  he 
was  brave,  active,  and  fortunate:  his  courage  was  softened 
by  clemency;  but  it  was  likewise  inflamed  by  presumption, 
and  corrupted  by  intemperance  and  idleness.  He  relaxed 
the  nerves  of  discipline,  in  a  government  where  either  the 
subject  or  the  sovereign  must  continually  tremble:  his  vices 
alienated  the  chiefs  of  the  army  and  the  law;  ai\d  his  daily 
drunkenness,  ao  eontemptible  in  a  prince  and  a  man,  waa 

*  Anbehali,  ii.  c.  26,  whoee  testimony  oa  this  occMion  a  weigh^  and 
vHnMa.   The  exltMiM  «f  1i»  (wdomm  to  1b»  fiiilH>to  Bhwf^ 
bj  Sbmleddia  (L  t.  e.  SI). 
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fUmblj  odious  in  a  disciple  of  the  prophet  In  the  slnm- 
ber  of  intozie«tion  lie  was  Bnrpriaed  by  bis  brother  Monsa; 
and,  as  he  fled  from  Hadiianople  toward  the  Byaantine 
oapital,  Solimaii  was  overtaken  and  slain  in  a  bath,  after 
a  reign  of  seven  years  and  ten  months.  4.  The  inyestitme 
of  Monsa  (▲.D.  1410)  degraded  him  as  the  slave  of  the  Mo- 
guls: his  tributary  kingdom  of  Anatolia  was  confined  within 
a  narrow  limit,  nor  conld  liis  broken  militia  and  empty  treas- 
ury contend  with  the  hardy  and  veteran  bands  of  the  sover- 
eign of  Romania.  Mousa  fled  in  disguise  from  the  palace  of 
Boursa;  traversed  the  Fropontis  in  an  open  boat;  wandered 
over  the  Wallaehian  and  Servian  hills;  and,  after  some  vain 
attempts,  ascended  the  throne  of  Hadrianople,  so  recently 
stained  with  the  blood  of  Soliman.  In  a  reign  of  three 
years  and  a  half,  liis  troops  were  victorious  against  the 
Christians  of  Hungary  and  the  Korea;  but  Mousa  was 
ruined  by  his  timorous  disposition  and  unseasonable  clem- 
ency. After  resigning  the  sovereignty  of  Anatolia,  he  fell 
a  victim  to  the  perfidy  of  his  ministers,  and  the  superior 
ascendant  (a.d.  1418-1421)  of  his  brother  Mahomet  6. 
The  final  victory  of  Mahomet  was  the  just  recompense  of 
his  prudence  and  moderation.  Before  his  other's  captiv- 
ity, the  royal  youth  had  been  intrusted  with  the  govern- 
ment of  Amasia,  thirty  days*  journey  from  Constantinople, 
and  the  Turkish  frontier  against  the  Christians  of  Trebisond 
and  Georgia.  The  castle,  in  Asiatic  warfare,  was  esteemed 
impregnable;  and  the  city  of  Amasia,**  which  is  equally  di- 
vided by  the  river  Iris,  rises  on  either  side  in  the  form  of  an 
amphitheatre,  and  represents  on  a  smaller  scale  the  image  of 
Bagdad.  In  his  rapid  career,  Timour  appears  to  have  over- 
looked this  obscure  and  contumacious  angle  of  Anatolia; 
and  Mahomet,  without  provoking  the  conqueror,  maintained 
his  silent  independence,  and  chased  from  the  province  the 
last  stragglers  of  the  Tartar  host  He  relieved  himself  from 
the  dangerous  neighborhood  of  Isa;  but  in  the  contests  of 

^  AnlMhah,  loa  dt&t.  Abalfed*.  Qeog.  tnki  xvfi.  pi  SOS.  BuabeqoiiM, 
i.      in  ItiMra  0.  P.  et  AmMiano. 
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their  more  powerful  brrthren,  Ws  firm  nentrality  was  re- 
spected; till,  after  tli*'  triumph  of  Mousa,  he  stood  forth 
the  heir  and  avenger  of  the  unfortunate  Soliman.  Ma- 
homet obtained  Anatolia  by  treaty  and  Romania  by  arms; 
and  the  soldier  who  presented  him  with  the  head  of  Mousa 
was  rewarded  as  the  benefactor  of  his  king  and  country. 
The  eight  years  of  his  sole  and  peaceful  reign  were  usefully 
employed  in  banishing  the  vices  of  civil  discord,  and  restor- 
ing on  a  firmer  basis  the  fiiljrie  of  the  Ottoman  monarchy. 
His  last  care  was  the  choice  of  two  viziers,  Bajazet  and  Ibra- 
him,'* who  might  guide  the  youth  of  his  son  Amurath;  and 
such  was  their  union  and  prudence  that  they  concealed 
above  forty  days  the  emperor's  deatli,  till  the  arrival  of  his 
successor  (a.d.  1421-1451,  FeV).  9)  in  the  palace  of  Bouraa. 
A  new  war  was  kindled  in  Europe  by  tlie  prince,  or  impos- 
tor, Mustapha;  the  fii*st  vizier  lost  his  army  and  his  head; 
but  the  more  fortunate  Ibrahim,  whose  name  and  family 
are  still  revered,  extinguished  the  last  pretender  to  the 
throne  of  Bajazet,  and  closed  the  8cen«  oi  domeatio  hos- 
tility. 

In  these  conflicts,  the  wisest  Turks,  and  indeed  the 
body  of  the  nation,  were  strongly  attached  to  the  unity 
(a.d.  1421)  of  the  empire;  and  Romania  and  Anatolia,  so 
often  torn  asunder  by  private  ambition,  were  animated  by 
a  strong  and  invincible  tendency  of  cohesion.  Their  efforts 
might  have  instructed  the  Christian  powers;  and  had  they 
occupied  with  a  confederate  fleet  the  straits  of  Gallipoli, 
the  Ottomans,  at  least  in  Europe,  must  liave  been  spccdil}' 
annihilated.  But  the  schism  of  the  West,  and  the  factions 
and  wars  of  France  and  England,  diverted  the  Latins  from 
this  generous  enterprise;  they  enjoyed  the  present  respite, 
without  a  thought  of  futurity;  and  were  often  tempted  hy  a 
momentary  intereat  to  serve  the  oommon  enemy  oi  their  re- 


"  The  virtuee  of  Ibrahim  are  praisod  by  a  contemporary  (Ireelc  (Dncas,  c 
tt^^  ffii  descendants  are  the  sole  pobles  in  Turkey:  they  content  themselves 
Wuh  Um  admbritttRloii  of  Ua  pioos  fiNiiidi!ll0Ba»  aiv  mimad  IIrmi  piAiHo  oflcaai 
and  raoalve  two  atwmiii  vtaMa  non  tha  aoNaa  (OaiilMkilr,  ]p.  tV). 
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figion.  A  oolony  of  Genoese,^  whioh  bad  been  planted  at 
Phoomt**  on  the  Ionian  coast,  waa  enriched  by  Ihe  InomtiTe 
monopoly  of  alum;'*  and  their  tranquillity,  under  the  Turk- 
ish empire,  waa  secured  by  the  annual  payment  of  tribute. 
In  the  laat  civil  war  of  the  Ottomans,  the  Genoese  govemor, 
Adomo,  a  bold  and  ambitious  youth,  embraced  the  party  <rf 
Amurath;  and  undertook,  with  seven^  stout  galleys,  to  trans- 
port him  from  Asia  to  Europe.  The  sultan  and  COO  guards 
embarked  on  board  the  admiral*s  ship;  whioh  was  manned 
by  800  of  the  bravest  Franks.  His  life  and  liberty  were  in 
their  hands;  nor  can  we,  without  reluctance,  applaud  the 
fidelity  of  Adomo,  who,  in  the  midst  of  the  passage,  knelt 
before  him,  and  gratefully  accepted  a  discharge  of  his  ar- 
rears of  tribute.  They  landed  in  sight  of  Mustapha  and 
GaUipoli;  2,000  Italians,  armed  with  lances  and  battle-axfle, 
attended  Amnrath  to  the  conquest  of  Hadrianople;  and  this 
venal  service  was  soon  repaid  by  the  ruin  of  tiie  commeroe 
and  colony  of  PhooAa. 

If  Timour  had  generously  marched  at  the  request,  and 
to  the  relief,  of  the  Greek  emperor,  he  might  be  entitled  to 
the  praise  and  gratitude  of  the  Ohrisfians.^  But  a  Mussul- 
man (a.d.  1402-1425),  who  carried  into  Georgia  the  sword 
of  persecution,  and  respected  the  holy  warfare  of  Bajaaet, 


«  FidiTBMr  (L  T.  »)»  Nlotpb.  Gng.  (!•  H.  e.  \\  BhwcdMMiB  (L     c  ftf ), 

and  Dticas  (c.  25).  The  last  of  Uioso,  a  curious  aod  careful  observer,  is  entitled, 
from  hia  birth  and  atalion.  (o  particular  credit  in  all  that  concema  Ionia  and  the 
iateda.  AsMmg  Ui»  nationfl  that  raaoited  to  H«fir  PbooM,  Iw  nMotlooa  Hm 
ftigliah  (lyyA^rot) ;  an  early  ovidonco  of  Mediterranean  trade. 

^  For  the  apirit  of  navigaliou,  and  freedom  of  andent  FhocaM,  or  rather  of 
tlw  PhooMiit.  oonsoH  the  lit  book  tA  BmoMm»  wod  tho  Goog.  HidMc  of  fate 
last  and  learned  French  translator,  M.  Larcher  (vii.  299). 

"  Phocaea  ia  not  enumerated  by  Pliny  (Uiat.  Nat.  xxxv.  52)  among  the  places 
protfoetlTO  of  alimi;  bo  nekoui  sgfp^ m  tiio  ISm,  mui  §»  the  aecond  tho  iale  of 
Melo.**,  whofw»  alum  mines  are  doscribod  by  Toumefort  (i.  lettro  iv.),  a  traveller 
and  a  naturalist.  After  the  loea  of  Phocasa,  the  Genoese,  in  1459,  found  that 
uoflfnl  iniBonl  hi  tho  Mo  of  behk  (IoumL  BoidBMid,  ad  Ououn,  e.  Sft>. 

The  writer  who  has  the  most  abused  this  fabulous  generoaity  is  our  in- 
genioua  Sir  William  Temple  (Works,  iiL  349,  8to  ed.),  that  lover  of  exotic 
Tlrtuo.  Aflar  tho  oonqueot  of  BnMte,  olo.,  and  tfM  poaaage  of  the  DanubOb 
hia  Tartar  hero  relieve,  visits,  adrairea,  and  refuses  the  city  of  Cionstantine. 
fDa  flattoriog  pencil  deviateo  in  every  line  from  the  truth  of  history ;  yet  hia 
plaiaing  flotioino  oro  mora  noiiaatilo  than  tho  grooo  ovron  of  Outamir. 
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was  not  disposed  to  pity  or  succor  the  idolaters  of  Europe. 
The  Tartar  followed  the  impulse  of  ambition;  and  the  de- 
liverance of  Constantinople  was  the  accidental  consequence. 
When  Manuel  abdicated  the  government,  it  was  his  prayer, 
rather  than  his  hope,  that  tlie  ruin  of  the  church  and  state 
might  be  delayed  beyond  his  unhappy  days;  and  after  his 
return  from  a  western  pilgrimage,  he  expected  every  hour 
the  news  of  the  sad  catastrophe.  On  a  sudden  he  was  as- 
tonished and  rejoiced  by  the  intelligence  of  the  retreat,  the 
overthrow,  and  the  captivity  of  the  Ottoman.  Manuel"  im- 
mediately sailed  from  Modon  in  the  Morea;  ascended  the 
throne  of  Constantinople;  and  dismissed  his  blind  compet- 
itor to  an  easy  exile  in  the  isle  of  Lesbos.  The  ambassa- 
dors of  the  son  of  Bajazet  were  soon  introduced  to  his 
presence;  but  their  pride  was  fallen,  their  tone  was  mod- 
est; they  were  awed  by  the  just  apprehension,  lest  the 
Greeks  should  open  to  the  Moguls  the  gates  of  Europe. 
Soliman  saluted  the  emperor  by  the  name  of  father;  solic- 
ited at  his  hands  the  government  or  gift  of  Romania;  and 
promised  to  deserve  his  favor  by  inviolable  friendship,  and 
the  restitution  of  Thessalonica,  with  the  most  important 
places  along  the  Strymon,  the  Propontis,  and  the  Black 
Sea.  The  alliance  of  -  Soliman  exposed  the  emperor  to  the 
enmity  and  revenge  of  Mousa:  the  Turks  appeared  in  arms 
before  the  gates  of  Constantinople;  but  they  were  repulsed 
by  sea  and  land;  and,  unless  the  city  was  guarded  by  some 
foreign  mercenaries,  the  Greeks  must  have  wondered  at 
their  own  triumph.  But,  instead  of  prolonging  the  divis- 
ion of  the  Ottoman  powers,  the  policy  or  passion  of  Manuel 
was  tempted  to  assist  the  most  formidable  of  the  sons  of 
Bajazet.  He  concluded  a  treaty  with  Mahomet,  whose  prog- 
ress was  checked  by  the  insuperable  barrier  of  Gallipoli: 
the  sultan  and  his  troops  were  transported  over  the  Bos- 
pliorus;  he  was  hospitably  entertained  in  the  capital;  and 

*  Wof  Um  ttSgOM  of  lUsuel  and  John,  of  Mahocnet  L  and  Amunth  IL,  see 
the  Ollimaii  bitlMX  of  OMltBlr  (pp.  T(M»6),  Md  tiM  thiwOft^ 
Phnuik  and  Dimm^  who  Is  still  mperior  to  Us  rhrato. 
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his  successful  sally  was  the  first  step  to  the  conquest  of  Ro- 
mania. The  ruin  was  suspended  by  the  prudence  and  mod- 
eration of  the  conqueror:  he  faithfully  discharged  his  own 
obligations  and  those  of  Soliman,  respected  the  laws  of 
gratitude  and  peace;  and  left  the  emperor  guardian  of  his 
two  younger  sons,  in  the  vain  hope  of  saving  them  from 
the  jealous  cruelty  of  their  brother  Amurath.  But  the  ex- 
ecution of  his  last  testament  would  have  offended  the  na- 
tional honor  and  religion:  and  the  divan  unanimously 
pronounced  that  the  royal  youths  should  never  be  aban- 
doned to  the  custody  and  education  of  a  Christian  dog. 
On  this  refusal  the  Byzantine  councils  were  divided:  but 
the  age  and  caution  of  Manuel  yielded  to  the  presumption 
of  his  son  John;  and  they  unsheathed  a  dangerous  weapon 
uf  revenge,  by  dismissing  the  true  or  false  Mustapha,  who 
had  long  been  detained  as  a  captive  and  hostage,  and  for 
whose  maintenance  they  received  an  annual  pension  of 
300,000  aspers.*'  At  the  door  of  his  prison,  Mustapha 
stibscribed  to  every  proposal;  and  the  keys  of  Gallipoli, 
or  rather  of  Europe,  were  stipulated  as  the  price  of  his  de- 
liverance. But  no  sooner  was  he  seated  on  the  throne  of 
Romania  than  he  dismissed  the  Greek  ambassadors  with  a 
smile  of  contempt,  declaring,  in  a  pious  tone,  that,  at  the 
day  of  judgment,  he  would  rather  answer  for  the  violation 
of  an  oath  than  for  the  surrender  of  a  Mussulman  city  into 
tiie  hands  of  the  infidels.  The  emperor  was  at  once  the  en- 
emy of  the  two  rivals;  from  whom  he  had  sustained,  and  to 
whom  he  had  offered,  an  injury;  and  the  victory  of  Amu- 
rath was  followed,  m  the  ensuing  spring,  by  the  siege  of 
Constantinople."* 

The  religious  merit  of  subduing  the  city  of  the  Caesars 


Tha  Turkkh  Mper  (from  the  Greek  wnrpec)  is.  or  was,  a  pieco  ol  wkiU  Of 
Hilver  money,  at  present  much  debased,  but  which  was  formerlj  equivalent  to 
the  &4th  part,  at  least,  of  ft  Venetian  dooat  or  aequin ;  ud  Iho  300,000  aeperv, 
a  princely  allowance  or  vogral  tributs,  maj  be  computed  at  £2,600  aterling 
(Leundav.  Pandect.  Turc.  p.  406). 

*  For  the  8tego  of  Conntantlnople  in  1422,  see  the  particular  and  cootempo- 
rary  narrative  of  John  Cunanii!*,  publfshed  bj  Leo  AJtethia,  al  the  end  of  Ms 
edition  of  Acropolita  (pp.  100-190). 
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attracted  from  Asia  a  crowd  of  volunteers,  who  aspired  to 

the  crown  of  martjrrdom:  their  military  ardor  was  inflamed 
by  the  promise  of  rich  spoils  and  beautiful  females;  and  the 
sultan's  ambition  was  consecrated  by  the  presence  and  pre- 
diction of  Seid  Bechar,  a  descendant  of  the  prophet,  who 
arrived  in  the  camp,  on  a  mule,  with  a  venerable  train  of 
500  disciples.  But  he  might  blush,  if  a  fanatic  could  blush, 
at  the  failure  of  his  assurances.  The  strength  of  the  walls 
resisted  (a.d.  1422,  June  10-Aug.  24)  an  army  of  200,000 
Turks:  their  assaults  were  repelled  by  the  sallies  of  the 
Greeks  and  their  foreign  mercenaries;  the  old  resources  of 
defence  were  opposed  to  the  new  engines  of  attack;  and  the 
enthusiasm  of  the  dervish,  who  was  snatched  to  heaven  in 
visionary  converse  with  Mahomet,  was  answered  by  the 
credulity  of  the  Christians,  who  beheld  the  Virgin  Mary,  in 
a  violet  garment,  walking  on  the  rampart  and  animating 
their  courage."  After  a  siege  of  two  months,  Amurath 
was  recalled  to  Boursa  by  a  domestic  revolt,  which  had 
been  kindled  by  Greek  treachery,  and  was  soon  extin- 
guished by  the  death  of  a  guiltless  brother.  While  he  led 
his  Janizaries  to  new  conquests  in  Europe  and  Asia,  the 
Byzantine  empire  was  indulged  in  a  servile  and  precarious 
respite  of  thirty  years.  Manuel  sunk  into  the  grave;  and 
John  Palajologus  (a.d.  1425,  July  21— a.d.  1448,  Oct.  31) 
was  permitted  to  reign,  for  an  annual  tribute  of  800,000 
aspers,  and  the  dereliction  of  almost  all  that  he  held  be- 
yond the  suburbs  of  Constantinople. 

In  the  establishment  and  restoration  of  the  Turkish  em- 
pire, the  first  merit  must  doubtless  be  assigned  to  the  per- 
sonal qualities  of  the  sultans;  since,  in  human  life,  the  most 
important  scenes  will  depend  on  the  character  of  a  single 
actor.  By  some  shades  of  wisdom  and  virtue  they  may  he 
discriminated  from  each  other;  but,  except  in  a  single  in- 
stance,  a  period  of  nine  reigns,  and  two  hundred  and  sixty- 
five  years,  is  occupied,  from  the  elevation  of  Othman  to  the 

*  For  this  miraculous  appariUou.  Cananus  ippMll  to  Um  ICnMttlflMII  Mdat; 
bat  who  win  beor  VMituonj  for  SeM  fiecbart 
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death  of  Soliman,  by  a  rare  series  of  warlike  and  active 
princes,  who  impressed  their  subjecte  with  obedience  and 
their  enemies  with  terror.  Instead  of  the  slothful  luxury 
of  the  seraglio,  the  heirs  of  royalty  were  educated  in  the 
council  and  the  field:  from  early  youth  they  were  intrusted 
by  their  fathers  with  the  command  of  provinces  and  armies; 
and  this  manly  institution,  which  was  often  productive  of 
civil  war,  must  have  essentially  contnbuted  to  the  disci- 
pline and  vigor  of  the  monarchy.  The  Ottomans  cannot 
style  themselves,  like  the  Arabian  caliplis,  the  descendants^ 
or  successors  of  the  apostle  of  God;  and  the  kindred  which 
they  claim  with  the  Tartar  khans  of  the  house  of  Zingis 
appears  to  be  founded  in  flattery  rather  than  in  truth." 
Their  origin  is  obscure;  but  their  sacred  and  indefeasible 
right,  which  no  time  can  erase  and  no  violence  can  infringe, 
was  soon  and  unalterably  implanted  in  the  minds  of  their 
subjects.  A  weak  or  vicious  sultan  may  be  deposed  and 
Btranglerl;  but  his  inheritiuicc  devolves  to  an  infant  or  an 
idiot:  nor  ha.s  the  most  daring  rebel  presumed  to  ascend  the 
throne  of  his  lawful  sovereign."  While  the  transient  dy- 
nasties of  Asia  have  been  continually  subverted  by  a  crafty 
vizier  in  the  palace  or  a  victorious  general  in  the  camp,  the 
Ottoman  succession  has  been  confirmed  by  the  practice  of 
five  centuries,  and  is  now  incorporated  with  the  vital  prin- 
ciple of  the  Turkish  nation. 

To  the  spirit  and  constitution  of  that  nation  a  strong  and 
singular  influence  may,  however,  be  ascribed.  The  primi- 
tive sul)jcct3  of  Othman  were  the  four  hundred  families  of 
wantlcrinii  Turkmans  who  had  followed  his  ancestors  from 
the  Oxus  to  the  Sangar;  and  the  plains  of  Anatolia  are  still 

•♦  Bycftut  (1.  i.  c.  13).  The  Turkish  Buluns  ftasume  the  title  of  khan.  Ye* 
AbulgrliMi  ie  ignonunc  «f  hin  OttonMi  coiMins. 

The  tliird  pmnd  vmcr  of  the  name  of  Kiuperli.  who  was  slain  at  the  Imttio 
of  SaUnkanea  in  1691  (C«nteroir,  p.  382),  presumed  to  snv  that  all  the  aucceaaora 
vi  SoHomh  had  %mm  lbol«  or  tyfuli,  and  tbat  K  ^-hh  time  to  atolidi  tho  caoo 
(Marsigll  State  Militaro.  etc..  p.  28V  T)un  pf)niical  heretic  wan  a  pood  wliig, 
and  justified  against  tho  French  ambassador  the  revolution  of  England  (Mignot. 
Htet  OnsB.  ffi.  434).  His  pmnimoMoB  eondHBM  tbm  liigalw  oseepdon  of 
ootttinubg  olBoea  in  tho  imoo  fani^. 
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covered  with  the  white  and  black  tents  of  their  rustic  bretli- 
reu.  But  this  original  drop  was  dissolved  in  the  mass  of 
voluntary  and  vanquished  subjects,  who,  under  the  name 
of  Turks,  are  united  by  the  common  ties  of  religion,  lan- 
guage, and  manners.  In  the  cities,  from  Erzeroum  to  Bel- 
grade, that  national  appellation  is  common  to  all  the 
Moslems,  the  first  and  most  honorable  inhabitants;  but 
they  have  abandoned,  at  least  in  Romania,  the  villages, 
and  the  cultivation  of  tlie  land,  to  the  Christian  peasants. 
In  the  vigorous  age  of  the  Ottoman  government,  the  Turks 
were  themselves  excluded  from  all  civil  and  military  hon- 
ors; and  a  servile  class,  an  artificial  people,  was  raised  by 
the  discipline  of  education  to  obey,  to  conquer,  and  to  com- 
mand/* From  the  time  of  Orchau  and  the  first  Amurath, 
the  sultans  were  persuaded  that  a  government  of  the  sword 
must  be  renewed  in  each  generation  with  new  soldiers ;  and 
that  such  soldiers  must  be  sought,  not  in  effeminate  Asia, 
bat  among  the  hardy  and  warlike  natives  of  Europe.  The 
provinces  of  Thrace,  Macedonia,  Albania,  Bulgaria,  and 
Servia,  became  the  perpetual  seminary  of  the  Turkish 
army;  and  when  the  royal  fifth  of  the  captives  was  dimin- 
ished by  conquest,  an  inhuman  tax,  of  the  fifth  child,  or  of 
every  fifth  year,  was  rigorously  levied  on  the  Christian  fam- 
ilies. At  the  age  of  twelve  or  fourteen  years,  the  most  ro- 
bust youths  were  torn  from  their  parents;  their  names  were 
enrolled  in  a  book ;  and  from  that  moment  they  were  clothed, 
taught,  and  maintained,  for  the  public  service.  According 
to  the  promise  of  their  appearance,  they  were  selected  for 
the  royal  schools  of  Boursa,  Pera,  and  Hadrianople,  in- 
trusted to  the  care  of  the  pachaa,  or  dispersed  in  the 
houses  of  the  Anatolian  peasantry.  It  was  the  first  care 
of  their  masters  to  instruct  them  in  the  Turkish  language: 
their  bodies  were  exercised  by  every  labor  that  could  fortify 
their  strength;  they  learned  to  wrestle,  to  leap,  to  run,  to 
shoot  with  the  bow,  and  afterward  with  the  musket;  till 

*  (WilfcwuiliVw  n.  ?.)  and  Ddcm  (c  S3)  exhibit  the  rude  lineaments  of  th« 
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they  were  drafted  into  the  chambera  and  companies  of  the 
Janizaries,  and  severelj  trained  in  the  military  or  monastio 
discipline  of  the  order.  The  youths  most  conspicuous  for 
birth,  talents,  and  beauty,  were  adniitted  into  the  inferior 
class  of  AgiamoglanSf  or  the  more  liberal  rank  of  IckoglanSf 
of  whom  the  former  were  attached  to  the  palace,  and  the 
latter  to  the  person  of  the  prince.  In  four  sncceflfiiTe 
schools,  under  the  rod  of  the  white  eunuchs,  the  art  of 
horsemanship  and  of  darting  the  javelin  were  their  daily 
exercise,  while  those  of  a  more  studious  cast  applied  them* 
selves  to  the  study  of  the  Koran,  and  the  knowledge  of  the 
Arabic  and  Persian  tongues.  As  they  advanced  in  seniority 
and  merit,  they  were  gradually  dismissed  to  military,  civil, 
and  even  ecclesiastical  employments:  the  longer  their  stay 
the  higher  was  their  expectation;  till,  at  a  mature  period, 
they  were  admitted  into  the  number  of  the  forty  agas,  who 
stood  before  the  sultan,  and  were  promoted  by  his  choice  to 
the  government  of  provinces  and  the  first  honors  of  the  em- 
pire." Such  a  mode  of  institution  was  admirably  adapted 
to  the  form  and  spirit  of  a  despotic  monarchy.  The  minis- 
ters and  generals  were,  in  the  strictest  sense,  the  slaves  of 
the  emperor,  to  whose  bounty  they  were  indebted  for  their 
instruction  and  support.  When  they  left  the  seraglio,  and 
suffered  their  beards  to  grow  as  the  symbol  of  enfranchise- 
ment, they  found  tliomselves  in  an  important  office,  without 
faction  or  friendship,  without  parents  and  without  heirs,  de- 
pendent on  the  hand  which  had  raised  them  from  the  dust, 
and  which,  on  the  slightest  displeasure,  could  break  in 
pieces  these  statues  of  glass,  as  they  are  aptly  termed  by 
the  Turkish  proverb."  In  the  slow  and  painful  steps  of 
education,  their  characters  and  talents  were  onfoided  to  a 


Tliis  pVotch  of  tlio  T'lrkiih  edurution  and  discipllno  Is  chiefly  borrowed  from 
RycMii'a  Sute  of  the  Ottoman  Empire,  the  ii\M*>  Militare  d«l'  Imperio  OtU)m*noo 
of  Osant  IfMiIgH  (in  Ha7%  nsS,  In  foLX  Mid  a  DMcripltai  of  the  Seraglio,  ay* 
proved  by  Mr.  Gmnvcs  biinMU,  a  corioiui  tiavdler,  and  fanofted  bi  dio  Moood 

volume  of  his  works. 


"  flma  dm  eeriee  of  czv  virion  till  Iko  ofogfr  of  Vieiuis  Qtmn&A  n.  18} 
tMr  floM  »  to  tntaoi  al  tfeNo  90«  sMf 


Digitized  by  Google 


OF  THE  ROMAN  EMPmS 


discerning  eyo:  the  man,  naked  and  alone,  was  reduced  to 
the  Ftundard  of  his  personal  merit;  and,  if  the  sovereign 
had  wisdom  to  choose,  he  possessed  a  pure  and  boundless 
liberty  of  choice.  The  Ottoman  candidates  were  trained 
by  the  virtues  of  abstinence  to  those  of  action;  by  the 
habits  of  submission  to  those  of  command.  A  similar  spirit 
was  diffused  among  the  troops:  and  their  silence  and  sobri- 
ety, their  patience  and  modesty,  have  extorted  the  reluctant 
praise  of  their  Christian  enemies."  Nor  can  the  victory  ap- 
pear doubtful,  if  we  compare  the  discipline  and  exercise  of 
the  Janizaries  with  the  pride  of  birth,  the  independence 
of  chivalry,  the  ignorance  of  the  new  levies,  the  mutinous 
temper  of  the  veterans,  and  the  vices  of  intemperance  and 
disorder,  which  so  long  contaminated  the  armies  of  Europe. 

The  only  hope  of  salvation  for  the  Greek  empire  and  the 
adjacent  kingdoms,  would  have  been  some  more  powerful 
weapon,  some  discovery  in  the  art  of  war,  that  should  give 
them  a  decisive  superiority  over  their  Turkish  foes.  Such 
a  weapon  was  in  their  hands;  such  a  discovery  had  been 
made  in  the  critical  moment  of  their  fate.  The  chemists  of 
China  or  Europe  had  found,  by  casual  or  elaborate  experi- 
ments, that  a  mixture  of  saltpetre,  sulphur,  and  charcoal 
produces,  with  a  spark  of  fire,  a  tremendous  explosion.  It 
was  soon  observed,  that  if  the  expansive  force  were  com- 
pressed in  a  strong  tube,  a  ball  of  stone  or  iron  might  be 
expelled  with  irresistible  and  destructive  velocity.  The 
precise  era  of  the  invention  and  application  of  gunpowder** 
is  involved  in  doubtful  traditions  and  equivocal  language; 
yet  we  may  clearly  discern  that  it  was  known  before  the 
middle  of  the  fourteenth  century;  and  that  before  the  end 
of  the  same  the  use  of  artillery  in  battles  and  sieges,  by  sea 
and  land,  was  familiar  to  the  states  of  Germany.  Italy, 
Spain,  France,  and  England.'*     The  priority  of  nations  is 


^  8m  Hm  flBtBfWfariiiff  and  Judfokm  Irtteni  of  OulM^ntaB. 

•  Tlio  hi  and  iid  volumes  of  Dr.  Watson's  Chemical  Essavs  oondfe 
valuable  cU«ooun«e  on  the  diacoverj  and  oompoaitaon  of  gunpowder. 

»  Oa  Uda  ■nUaet  modem  teetunoniea  cannot  be  tmatad.  The  original 
~      ~  '    ~  (OioH,  I«tfB.  i  iMk  Bmbarda).    But  in 
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of  imall  MOOQnt;  none  muld  dsriTO  any  exoluaiye  benefit 
&om  ^hair  provioiis  or  8nperi<^  knoirledge ;  and  in  the  com- 
mon improTement  lStuj  itood  on  the  same  level  of  relatiye 
powor  and  military  aoienoe.  K<v  was  it  poanble  to  oironm- 
eoribe  the  aeoret  witiiin  the  pale  of  the  ohuieh;  it  was  dis- 
eloeed  to  the  Turks  bj  the  treadieiy  of  apoatatea  and  the 
selfish  polio/  of  riyak;  and  the  snltaos  had  sense  to  adopt, 
and  wealth  to  reward,  tsleata  of  a  (%iistia&  engineer. 
The  Ctooese,  who  transported  Amnralli  into  Bnrope,  mnat 
be  aoonsed  as  his  preoeptorB;  and  it  was  probably  by  their 
hands  that  liis  oannon  waa  oast  and  diraoted  at  the  siege  of 
Oonstantinople.**  Tiie  first  attempt  was  indeed  nnsnooees- 
ful;  but  in  the  general  warfare  of  the  age  the  advantage 
was  on  Mr  side  who  were  most  commo^y  the  assallaata; 
for  a  while  the  proportion  of  the  attack  and  deleooe  was 
suspended;  and  thia  thnndering  artillery  was  pointed  against 
the  walls  and  towers  whioh  had  been  erected  only  to  resist 
the  less  potent  engines  of  antiquity.  By  the  Venetians,  the 
use  of  gunpowder  was  oommnnioated,  without  reproach, 
to  the  sidtaas  of  Egypt  sod  Perria,  tiieir  allies  against  the 
Ottoman  power;  tiie  secret  was  soon  propagated  to  the  ex- 
tremities of  Asia;  and  the  advantage  of  i£b  Bmopeaa  was 
confined  to  his  easy  yietoiies  over  tiie  savages  of  ih»  new 
world.  If  we  contnst  the  lapid  progress  of  this  misohiev- 
OQS  disoovery  with  the  slow  Mid  laborious  advances  of  rea- 
son, science,  and  the  arte  of  peace,  a  philosopher,  according 
to  his  temper,  will  laugh  or  weep  at  tiie  lotty  of  mankind. 


the  early  doubtful  twilight,  the  name,  sound,  fire,  and  eftoct,  that  seem  to  express 
Mr  artillery,  raaj  be  mirif  Interpretod  of  the  old  engines  and  the  Greek  Are. 
For  tho  Eiigliflh  cannon  at  Orecy,  the  authority  of  John  Villani  (CJiron.  1.  xil.  c. 
65)  must  be  weighed  against  the  silence  of  Froissart  Yet  kuratori  (Antiq.  Ilal. 
Med.  ^v.  ii.  Dissert.  xxv\.  514)  has  produced  a  deci«ire  passage  from  Petrarch 
(de  Romodiis  utriusque  Fortiiiur  Dialog.),  who,  hfifore  the  jear  1344.  execimtea 
thia  lerrostrial  thunder,  nuper  rara,  nunc  coumiunis. 

**  The  Turldsh  cannon,  which  Duca8  (c.  30)  lirgt  iniroduoea  before  Belgrade 
(A  D  i43r>).  !■  iMBttoaed  Iqr  OtkonOjim  (L  v.  Itt)  ia        at  tlM  «Np  of  Oon- 
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Applications  of  the  Baslem  Emperor$  to  the  Popes—  VUita  to 
the  West^  of  John  the  Firsts  Manuel^  and  John  the  Second^ 
Palcsologus —  Union  of  the  Greek  and  Latin  Churches,  Pro- 
moted by  the  Couricil  of  Basils  and  Concluded  at  Ferrara 
and  Florence — State  of  Literature  at  OonstantinopU — Its 
Revival  in  Itahj  hy  the  Ortek  Fugitive$ — Ourioiity  and 
MmukUion  of  the  LaHnt, 

IN  the  last  four  centuries  of  the  Greek  emperors,  their 
friendly  or  hostile  aspect  toward  the  pope  and  the 
Latins  may  be  observed  as  the  thermometer  of  their 
prosperity  or  dietress;  as  the  scale  of  the  rise  and  fail  of 
the  Barbarian  dynasties.  When  the  Turks  of  the  house 
of  Seljuk  pervaded  Asia  and  threatened  Constantinople,  wo 
have  seen,  at  the  council  of  Placentia,  the  suppliant  ambas- 
sadors of  Alexins  imploring  the  protection  of  the  oommof* 
father  of  the  Christians.  No  sooner  had  the  arms  of  th<» 
French  pilgrims  removed  ihe  sultan  from  Nice  to  Iconium 
than  the  Greek  princes  resumed,  or  avowed,  their  genuine 
hatred  and  contempt  for  the  schismatics  of  the  West,  which 
precipitated  the  first  downfall  of  their  empire.  The  date  of 
the  Mogul  invasion  is  marked  in  the  soft  and  charitable  lan- 
guage of  John  Vataces.  After  the  recovery  of  Constanti- 
nople, the  throne  of  the  first  Palasologus  was  encompassed 
by  foreign  and  domestic  enemies:  as  long  as  the  sword  of 
Charles  was  suspended  over  his  head  he  bas(?ly  courted  the 
favor  of  the  Roman  pontiff;  and  siicriticed  to  the  present 
danger  his  faith,  his  virtue,  and  the  affection  of  his  sub- 
jects. On  the  decease  of  Michael,  the  prince  and  people 
asserted  the  independence  of  their  church  and  the  purity  of 
their  creed:  the  elder  Andronicus  neither  feared  nor  loved 
the  Latins  i  in  his  latit  distress,  pride  was  the  safeguard  of 


Digitized  by  Gopgle 


388 


TBS  DEOLIHE  AND  FAIds 


siiperstitioii,  nor  could  he  decently  retract  in  his  age  the 
firm  and  orthodox  declarations  of  his  youth.  His  grand- 
son, the  younger  Andronicus,  was  less  a  slave  in  his  temper 
and  situation;  and  the  conquest  of  Bithynia  by  the  TutIch 
admonished  him  to  seek  a  temporal  and  spiritual  alliance 
with  tiie  Western  princes.  After  a  separation  and  silence 
of  fifty  years,  a  secret  agent,  the  monk  Barlaam,  was  de- 
spatched (a.d.  1339)  to  Pope  Benedict  the  Twelfth;  and  his 
artful  instructions  appear  to  have  been  drawn  by  the  master- 
hand  of  the  great  domestic'  "Most  holy  father,"  was  he 
commissioned  to  say,  '*the  emperor  is  not  less  desirous  than 
yourself  of  a  union  between  the  two  churches:  but  in  this 
delicate  transaction  he  is  obliged  to  respect  his  own  dignity 
and  the  prejudices  of  his  subjects.  The  ways  of  union  are 
twofold;  force  and  persuasion.  Of  force,  the  inefficacy  has 
been  already  tried;  since  the  Latins  have  subdued  the  em- 
pire, without  subduing  the  minds,  of  the  Greeks.  The 
method  of  persuasion,  though  alow,  is  sure  and  perma- 
nent. A  deputation  of  thirty  or  forty  of  our  doctors  would 
probably  agree  with  those  of  the  Vatican,  in  the  love  of 
truth  and  the  unity  of  belief;  but  on  their  return,  what 
would  be  the  use,  the  recompense  of  such  agreement?  the 
scorn  of  their  brethren,  and  the  reproaches  of  a  blind  and 
obstinate  nation.  Yet  that  nation  is  accustomed  to  rever- 
ence the  general  councils  which  have  fixed  the  articles  of 
our  faith ;  and  if  they  reprobate  the  decrees  of  Lyons,  it  is 
because  the  Eastern  churches  were  neither  heard  nor  rep- 
resented in  that  arbitrary  meeting.  For  this  salutary  end, 
it  will  be  expedient,  and  even  necessary,  that  a  well-chosen 
legate  should  be  sent  into  Greece,  to  convene  the  patriarchs 
of  Constantinople,  Alexandria,  Antioch,  and  Jerusalem;  and, 
with  their  aid,  to  prepare  a  free  and  universal  synod.  But 
at  this  moment,"  continued  the  subtle  agent,  "the  empire  is 

*  TUa  curious  inatructiou  waa  tranBoribed  (I  belioTe)  from  the  Yatican 
archives,  by  OdoricuB  Raynaldun,  in  his  continuation  of  the  Annals  of  Baron. 
(RoouB,  1646-1677,  in  z  volumes  fol).  I  have  contented  mjaeU  with  the  abb< 
Fleury  (Hitk  Eccles.  zx.  1-8),  whoie  abstnMSli  I  itm  Alwajs  fMind  lo  be  oImt, 
■ocurato^  snd  InpwtiaL 
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assaulted  and  endangered  by  the  Turks,  who  have  occupied 
four  of  the  greatest  cities  of  Anatolia.  The  Christian  in- 
habitants have  expressed  a  wish  of  returning  to  their  alle- 
giance and  religion;  but  the  forces  and  revenues  of  the  em- 
peror are  insufficient  for  their  deliverance;  and  the  Roman 
legate  must  be  accompanied,  or  preceded,  by  an  army  of 
Franks,  to  expel  the  infidels,  and  open  a  way  to  the  holy 
sepulchre."  If  the  suspicious  Latins  should  require  eomo 
pledge,  some  previous  effect  of  the  ?in<^erity  of  the  Greeks, 
the  answers  of  Barlaam  were  perspicuous  and  rational. 
"1,  A  general  synod  can  alone  consummate  the  union  of 
the  churches;  nor  can  such  a  synod  be  held  till  the  three 
Oriental  patriarchs,  and  a  great  number  of  bishops,  are  en- 
franchised from  the  Mahonuitan  yoke.  2.  The  Greeks  are 
alienated  by  a  long  series  of  oppression  and  injury:  they 
must  be  reconciled  by  some  act  of  brotherly  love,  some 
effectual  succor,  which  may  fortify  the  authority  and  argu- 
ments of  the  emperor  and  the  friends  of  the  union.  8.  If 
some  difference  of  faith  or  ceremonies  should  be  found  in- 
curable, the  Greeks,  however,  are  the  disciples  of  Christ; 
and  the  Turks  are  the  common  enemies  of  the  Christian 
name.  The  Armenians,  Cyprians,  and  Rhodians  are  equally 
attacked ;  and  it  will  become  the  piety  of  the  French  princes 
to  draw  their  swords  in  the  general  defence  of  religion.  4. 
Should  the  subjects  of  Andronions  be  treated  as  the  worst 
of  schismatics,  of  heretics,  of  pagans,  a  jndioioiui  policy  may 
yet  instruct  the  powe»  of  the  West  to  embrace  a  useful  ally, 
to  uphold  a  sinking  empire,  to  gnard  the  confines  of  Europe; 
and  rather  to  join  the  Greeks  against  the  Turks,  than  to  ex- 
pect the  unum  of  the  Turkish  arms  ^th  the  troops  and 
treasures  of  captive  Greece.'*  The  reasons,  the  offers, 
and  the  demands,  of  Andronicns,  were  eluded  with  cold 
and  stately  indifferenoe.  The  kings  of  France  and  NapleB 
declined  ike  dangers  and  glory  of  a  crusade:  the  pope  re- 
fused  to  call  a  new  synod  to  determine  old  articles  ol  &uth; 
and  his  legard  for  the  obsolete  claims  of  the  Latin  emperor 
and  clergy,  engaged  him  to  use  an  offenaiTe  snpevsoriiitioa: 
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*'To  ihA  modsratof*  of  the  Ghreeks  and  the  penoiis  vlio  atjle 
tlifliiiMlT6B  tiie  pAtmrolis  of  the  Basteni  elmrolieB.*'  For 
mnh  an  embaaaj,  a  time  and  character  kas  propitious  could 
not  eaeilj  haye  bera  fonnd.  Benedict  llie  Twelfth'  was  a 
doll  peasant,  perplexed  with  acmplea,  and  immersed  in 
aloth  and  wine:  hla  pride  might  enrich  with  a  third  crown 
the  papal  tiara,  but  he  was  i^ke  nnflt  for  the  regal  and  the 
pastond  office. 

After  the  decease  of  Andronicna,  while  the  Qreeks  were 
distracted  by  intestine  war,  they  coidd  not  presume  to  agi- 
tate a  general  union  of  the  Ohristians.  But  as  soon  as  Can- 
taooaene  had  subdued  and  pardoned  hia  enemies,  he  was 
anxious  to  justify,  or  at  least  to  extenuate,  the  introduction 
of  the  Turks  into  Europe,  and  the  nuptials  of  his  daughter 
with  a  Mussulman  prince.  Two  officers  of  state,  with  a 
Latin  interpreter,  were  sent  (a.d.  1348)  in  his  name  to  the 
Boman  court,  which  was  transplanted  to  Avignon,  on  the 
banka  of  the  Bhdne,  during  a  period  of  seventy  years;  they 
represented  the  hard  necessity  which  had  urged  him  to  em- 
brace the  alliance  of  the  miscreants,  and  pronounced  by  his 
command  the  specious  and  edifying  sounds  of  union  and 
crusade.  Pope  Clement  the  Sixth,*  the  successor  of  Ben- 
edict, received  them  with  hospitality  and  honor,  acknowl- 
edged the  innocence  of  their  sovereign,  excused  his  distress, 


*  Tte  «nbi(^it7  of  ^to  tiflo  is  happj  or  ingenkmt;  waA  wocbrBter,  u 

synonymous  (o  yerU>r,  guherruUor,  is  a  word  of  classical,  and  even  Ciceronian, 
hminiiy,  which  maj  be  found,  not  in  the  Gloaaaiy  of  Ducange^  but  in  the 
Th—unii  of  Robert  Stophona. 

»  Tho  first  Kpistle  (sino  titulo)  of  Petrarch  oxposeR  the  danger  of  the  Imrk, 
and  the  incapacitj  of  the  jfUot.  Reee  inter,  vino  madidua,  »vo  gravia  ac 
■oporiteto  toffo  pflffftiittB,  Jamjam  iratltMt,  dormitat,  Jam  Mnuio  pnooepH,  atquo 
(utinam  hoIur)  niit  .  .  .  Hen  quanto  feliciua  palrio  terrara  sulcaspet  aratro, 
quam  acalmum  piacatorium  aacendiaaet.  Thia  Mtire  engagea  hia  biographer 
to  welgli  the  rlitMO  and  vfeea  of  Bonodlet  XH.,  whldi  boeo  «nnrM*tod 
bv  rJuolpbn  and  GhibcllincB.  by  Papists  and  Protestants  (Mem.  sur  la  Vie  dO 
Potrarque,  i.  268,  ii.  not  xt.  13-16>.  He  gave  oocaaion  to  the  Blowing.  Bibamut 
papaliter. 

*  Original  Lives  of  Clement  VI.,  in  Muratori  (Script.  Rer.  Ital.  iii.  p.  ii.  550- 
689);  Matteo  VUlani  (Chron.  I  iii.  c.  43.  in  Murat.  xiv.  ISex  who  atylee  him, 
molto  eavalhreaco.  pooo  religioeo:  Fleury  (HIm;  Boctafc  sz.  IS^  «id  tlM  Yl» 
de  Petrarque  (ii.  42).  Tbo  abb<$  do  Sade  tlMlS  him  wMl  the  aMMt  Indnlftlioe; 
but  A«  ia  a  gentleman  aa  well  aa  a  prieat. 
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applauded  his  magnanimity,  and  displayed  a  clear  knowledge 
of  the  state  and  revolutions  of  the  Greek  empire,  which  he 
had  imbibed  from  the  honest  accounts  of  a  Savoyard  lady, 
an  attendant  of  the  empress  Anne/  If  Clement  was  ill- 
endowed  with  the  virtues  of  a  priest,  he  possessed,  how- 
ever, the  spirit  and  magnificence  of  a  prince,  whose  liberal 
hand  distributed  benefices  and  kingdoms  with  equal  facil- 
ity. Under  his  reign,  Avignon  was  the  seat  of  pomp  and 
pleasure:  in  his  youth  he  had  surpassed  the  licentiousness 
of  a  baron ;  and  the  palace  was  polluted  by  the  visits  of  his 
female  favorites.  The  wars  of  France  and  England  were 
adverse  to  the  holy  enterprise;  but  his  vanity  was  amused 
by  the  splendid  idea;  and  the  Greek  ambassadors  returned 
with  two  Latin  bishops,  the  ministers  of  the  pontiff.  On 
their  arrival  at  Constantinople,  the  emperor  and  tlie  nuncios 
admired  each  other's  piety  and  eloquence;  and  their  fre- 
quent conferences  were  filled  with  mutual  praises  and  prom- 
ises, by  which  both  parties  were  amused,  and  neither  could 
be  deceived.  "I  am  delighted,"  said  the  devout  Cantacu- 
zene,  *'with  the  project  of  our  holy  war,  which  must  re- 
dound to  my  personal  glory,  as  well  as  to  the  public  benefit 
of  Christendom.  My  dominions  will  give  a  free  passage  to 
the  armies  of  France:  my  troops,  my  galleys,  my  treasures, 
shall  be  consecrated  to  the  common  cause ;  and  happy  would 
be  my  fate,  could  I  deserve  and  obtain  the  crown  of  martyr- 
dom. Words  are  insufficient  to  express  the  ardor  with 
which  I  sigh  for  the  reunion  of  the  scattered  members  of 
Christ.  If  my  death  could  avail,  I  would  gladly  present 
my  sword  and  my  neck :  if  the  spiritual  phoenix  could  arise 
from  my  ashes,  I  would  erect  the  pile  and  kindle  the  flame 
with  my  own  hands."  Yet  the  Greek  emperor  presumed 
to  observe  that  the  articles  of  faith  which  divided  the  two 
ohorohes  bad  been  introduoed  bj  the  piide  and  precipita- 


*  Her  DAine  (moet  probftbly  corrupted)  was  Zampea.  She  had  aooompanied, 
mod  alone  remiuaed  with  her  mistnw  Conataatuiopl*^  where  her  prudence, 
eraditioD»  and  politeneM,  deeemd  ihm  pniMt  of  Hie  Qvoda  thenuelvee  (Oaa- 
tMoaen.  L  L  e.  4S). 
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Han  of  the  Latms:  he  diaolaiaifld  the  servile  And  arbitraiy 
flieps  €<  tke  first  Palaoologiw;  wmd  firmly  deelared  thai 
would  never  submit  his  oonscienoe,  unless  to  the  dflerees  of 
A  free  and  universal  synod.  ''The  aiiuitioiiof  the  timet,*' 
oontinoed  ha,  **will  not  allow  the  popa  and  myself  to  meet 
either  at  Borne  or  Gonataatinople;  but  aomo  maritime  oily 
may  be  ehosen  on  the  veige  of  the  two  empirea,  to  unite  the 
bishopa,  and  to  iaatniot  the  faithful,  of  the  Baat  and  West" 
The  nuioioB  seemed  content  with  the  propoaation;  and  Can- 
taouBene  affeelB  to  deplore  tiie  failure  of  hia  hopea,  whieh 
were  aoon  overthrown  by  the  death  of  01oment»  and  the 
different  temper  of  hia  ancoeaior.  Hia  own  life  waa  pro- 
longed, but  it  waa  prohmged  in  a  elohrter;  and,  ezoepi  by 
his  p»y«rB|  the  hnmble  monk  waa  incapable  of  direeting 
the  oonaeila  of  hia  pnpil  or  tiie  atata.* 

Tetof  aU  the  Byzantine  prinoea,  that  pnpil,  John  Palm- 
ologna,  waa  tiie  beat  diapoaed  to  embraoe,  to  believe,  and 
to  obey,  the  diapherd  of  the  Weat  His  mother,  Anne  of 
Savoy,  waa  baptiaad  in  the  boaom  of  the  Latin  ohnvoh:  her 
maniage  witii  Andionioiia  impoaad  a  ehangs  ef  name,  of 
appaiel,  and  of  woiahip;  but  her  heart  waa  atill  frithfnl  to 
her  ooontry  and  rdtgion;  aha  had  formed  the  infanoy  of 
her  son,  and  aha  governed  tiie  emperor,  after  hia  mind,  or 
at  leaat  hia  atitnra,  waa  enlaigad  to  the  alaa  oi  man.  In  the 
firat  year  of  hia  ddivenaee  and  reatoration,  the  Tuka  wen 
atill  maatara  d  tiie  Helleapont;  tiie  eon  of  Cantaenoena  was 
in  anna  at  Hadrianopk;  and  Palnologna  oonld  depend 
nettiier  on  himaeU  nor  on  hia  pecqple.  By  hoa  mother*a  ad- 
Tioe,  and  in  tiie  hope  of  foreign  aid,  he  abrfnrad  tiw  rights 
both  of  tiw  ehnroh  and  atata;  and  the  aet  of  alareiy,*  anb- 
aoribed  in  purple  ink,  and  aealed  with  the  gokbm  bnll,  waa 
privately  intniated  to  an  Italian  agent  The  firrt  artide  of 


*  See  this  whole  negotiatioD  in  Cantacusene  (1.  iv.  c.  9),  who,  amid  the 
praiH68  and  virttMs  whioh  be  beetowa  on  JiinMeU,  raveik  tbe  uneattoeei  c<  a 
guilty  coMeotenee. 

">  8oe  this  Ignominkma  treaty  la  flHiy  (Hist  Bccl«a.  pp.  I6I-1M>,  from 
majtiMm,  wbo  4nw  it  fran  Ike  Vartkn  mnMfm,  H  wm  mat  irartb  ilis 
troeble  «l  a  pionB  forgery. 
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the  treaty  (a.d.  1866)  is  an  oath  of  fidelity  and  obedience  to 
Innocent  the  Sixth  and  his  successors,  the  supreme  pontiffs 
of  the  Roman  and  Catholic  church.  The  emperor  promises 
to  entertain  with  due  reverence  their  legates  and  nuncios; 
to  assign  a  palace  for  their  residence  and  a  temple  for  their 
worship;  and  to  deliver  his  second  son  Manuel  as  the  host- 
age of  his  faith.  For  these  condescensions,  he  requires  a 
prompt  succor  of  15  galleys,  with  500  men-at-arms,  and 
1,000  archers,  to  serve  against  his  Christian  and  Mussul- 
man enemies.  Palaeologus  engages  to  impose  on  his  clergy 
and  people  the  same  spiritual  yoke;  but  as  the  resistance 
of  the  Greeks  might  be  justly  foreseen,  he  adopts  the  two 
effectual  methods  of  corruption  and  education.  The  legate 
was  empowered  to  distribute  the  vacant  benefices  among 
the  ecclesiastics  who  should  subscribe  the  creed  of  the 
Vatican:  three  schools  were  instituted  to  instruct  the  youth 
of  Confltantinople  in  the  language  and  doctrine  of  the  Lat- 
ins; and  the  name  of  Andronicus,  the  heir  of  the  empire, 
was  enrolled  as  the  first  student.  Should  he  fail  in  the 
measures  of  persuasion  or  force,  Palaeologus  declares  him- 
self unworthy  to  reign;  transferred  to  the  pope  all  regal 
and  paternal  authority;  and  invests  Innocent  with  full 
power  to  regulate  the  family,  the  government,  and  the 
marriage,  of  his  son  and  successor.  But  this  treaty  was 
neither  executed  nor  published:  the  Roman  galleys  were 
as  yain  and  imaginary  as  the  submission  of  the  Greeks;  and 
it  was  only  by  the  secrecy,  that  their  govereign  escaped  the 
dishonor,  of  this  fruitless  humiliation. 

The  tempest  of  the  Turkish  anna  aoon  burst  on  hia 
head;  and,  after  the  loss  of  Hadrianople  and  Romania,  he 
was  enclosed  in  hia  capital,  the  vassal  of  the  haughty  Am- 
nrath,  with  the  miserable  hope  of  being  the  last  deTonred 
by  the  savage.  In  this  abject  state,  Palaeologus  embraced 
the.reaolution  of  embarking  (a.d.  1369,  Oct.  18,  etc.)  for 
Venice,  and  casting  himself  at  the  feet  of  the  pope;  he  was 
the  first  of  the  Byzantine  princes  who  had  ever  visited  the 
unknown  regions  of  the  West,  yet  in  them  alone  he  could 
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seek  consolation  or  relief;  and  with  less  yiolation  of  his  dig- 
nity he  might  appear  in  the  sacred  college  than  at  the  Otto- 
man Parte.  After  a  long  absence,  the  Roman  pontics  were 
returning  from  Avignon  to  the  banks  of  the  Tiber;  Urban 
the  Fifth/  of  a  mild  and  virtuous  character,  encouraged  or 
allowed  the  pilgrimage  of  the  Greek  prince;  and,  within  the 
same  year,  enjoyed  the  glory  of  receiving  in  the  Vatican  the 
two  Imperial  shadows,  who  represented  the  majesty  of  Con- 
Btantiue  and  Charlemagne.  In  this  suppliant  yisit,  the  em- 
peror of  Constantinople,  whose  vanity  was  lost  in  his  dis- 
tress, gave  more  than  could  be  expected  of  empty  sounds 
and  formal  submissions.  A  previous  trial  was  imposed; 
and,  in  the  })re8ence  of  four  canlinals,  he  acknowledged,  as 
a  true  Catholic,  the  supremacy  of  the  pope  and  the  double 
procession  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  After  this  purification,  he 
was  introduced  to  a  public  audience  in  the  church  of  St. 
Peter;  Urban,  in  the  midst  of  the  cardinals,  was  seated  on 
his  throne;  the  Greek  monarch,  after  three  genuflexions, 
devoutly  kissed  the  feet,  the  hands,  and  at  length  the 
mouth,  of  the  holy  father,  who  celebrated  high  mass  in  his 
presence,  allowed  him  to  lead  the  bridle  of  his  mule,  and 
treated  him  with  a  sumptuous  banquet  in  the  Vatican.  The 
entertainment  of  Palaiologus  was  friendly  and  honorable; 
yet  some  difference  was  observed  between  the  emperors  of 
the  East  and  West;*  nor  could  the  former  be  entitled  to  the 
rare  privilege  of  chanting  the  Gospel  in  the  rank  of  a  dea- 
con.**  In  favor  of  his  proselyte,  Urban  strove  to  rekindle 


•  See  the  first  two  original  Lives  of  TTrban  Y  (Murat.  Script.  Rer.  Ital.  HL 
p.  H.  623,  636),  and  Uie  Ann.  Eccles.  of  SpondaDus  (i.  bid,  ▲.d.  1369,  No.  n 
and  lUyntldiui  (Fleuiy,  HIal  Bocles.  xx.  823).  Tet,  from  some  variatloUk  I 
guspcct  the  papal  writers  of  sJiphtlr  rnagriifving  the  genuflexions  of  Pala^ologus. 

*  PauUo  mtous  qvam  tA  fuisset  Imperator  Bomaoorum.  Tet  his  title  at 
Impenitor  Qnsooniai  wm  m>  longer  disputed  (Vlt.  ITiteD  Y.  p.  623). 

Tt  was  rnnfinod  to  the  pnccessors  of  Charlem^fnei  8^i<l  to  them  only  on 
Christmas  Day.  On  all  other  feettralai  these  loipernl  deacoDS  vere  cooteafc  to 
aerre  Hie  popo,  aa  he  a^  maas,  wHfa  tiie  book  and  tiie  ctrporaL  Tet  die  aUid 
da  8ade  generously  thinkt*  that  the  merit?  of  Charles  lY.  might  have  entitled 
bim,  tboii^  not  on  the  proper  day  (a.d.  1368,  Nov.  1),  to  the  whole  privilege. 
He  weema  to  afflx  a  Juat  ▼alua  an  the  prlTilega  and  the  man  (Via  da  PetmnN^ 
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the  zeal  of  the  French  king,  and  the  other  powers  of  the 
West;  but  he  found  them  cold  in  the  general  cause,  and 
active  only  in  their  domestic  quarrels.  The  last  hope  of 
the  emperor  was  in  an  English  mercenary,  John  Hawk- 
wood,"  or  Acuto,  who,  with  a  band  of  adventurers,  the 
white  brotherhood,  had  ravaged  Italy  from  the  Alps  to 
Calabria;  sold  his  services  to  the  hostile  states;  and  in- 
curred a  just  excommunication  by  shooting  his  arrows 
against  the  papal  residence.  A  special  license  was  granted 
to  negotiate  with  the  outlaw,  but  the  forces,  or  the  spirit,  of 
Hawkwood  were  unequal  to  the  enterprise ;  and  it  was  for 
the  advantage,  perhaps,  of  Palaeologus  to  be  disappointed 
of  a  succor  that  must  have  l)een  costly,  that  could  not  be 
effectual,  and  which  might  have  been  dangerous."  The 
disconsolate  Greek"  prepared  for  his  return,  but  even  his 
return  was  impeded  by  a  most  ignominious  obstacle.  On 
his  arrival  at  Venice,  he  had  borrowed  large  sums  at  exor- 
bitant usury;  but  his  coffers  were  empty,  his  creditors  were 
impatient,  and  his  person  was  detained  as  the  best  security 
for  the  payment.  His  eldest  son  Andronicus,  the  regent  of 
Constantinople,  was  repeatedly  urged  to  exhaust  every  re- 
source; and,  even  by  stripping  the  churches,  to  extricate 
his  father  from  captivity  and  disgrace.  But  the  unnatural 
youth  was  insensible  of  the  disgrace,  and  secretly  pleased 
¥rith  the  captivity  of  the  emperor;  the  state  was  poor,  the 


"  Through  some  Italian  corruptions,  the  etymology  of  Falcone  in  hosco 
(M«t(eo  Villaniy  1.  zL  c  79.  in  Murat.  xv.  146)  suggeats  the  Kngliah  word 
Bamhw9oiy  tiie  true  name  of  our  adrenlaroat  oovintrTiiUHi  (Thos.  WaUnghaa, 
Hist.  Anplic.  inter  Script.  Cambdeni,  p.  184).  After  two  and  twenty  rictoriei* 
and  (MM  defeat,  he  died,  in  General  of  the  Floreuiiaee,  and  was  buried 
with  tncli  boocm  m  Hm  re|mbUo  has  not  paid  to  Dante  or  FMrsreli  (ICnral 
Abu.  d*Ital.  zii.  212-371). 

»  This  torrent  of  English  (by  birth  or  servioe)  overflowed  from  France  into 
Italy  after  the  peaoe  of  Braligny  la  1800.  Tet  the  ezdamatkm  of  ICuratefl 
(Ann.  xiJ.  197)  is  rather  tnin  than  civil.  "Ci  mancava  ancor  questo,  che  dopo 
eesere  oalpeetnata  I'ltalia  da  tanti  masnadieri  Tedosohi  ed  Ungheri,  Teniaeero  fin 
daU*  fngfaUterm  itnofi  mnl  %  flalra  dt  diforarhk'* 

"  Chalcondyloa,  L  i.  26.  The  Greek  suppoaea  his  journey  to  the  king  el 
France,  which  is  soiBcieiitly  refuted  by  the  silence  of  the  national  historian!. 
Hor  MB  I  Biodk  more  iadmed  te  talievo  theft  MteloguB  depertad  from  Urif , 
viMe  hwe  oonioiitM  «t  ooBlnlat  (VH.  Uitaen  T.  p.  m). 
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eler^  were  obstinate;  nor  could  some  reKgions  scruple  be 
wanting  txj  excuse  the  guilt  of  his  iudiffercnce  and  delay. 
Such  uudutiful  neglect  was  severely  reproved  by  the  piety 
of  his  brotlu  r  Manuel,  who  instantly  sold  or  mortgaged  all 
that  he  possessed,  embarked  for  Venice,  relieved  his  father, 
and  pledged  his  own  freedom  to  be  responsible  for  the  deht. 
On  his  return  (a.D.  1870)  to  Constaiitinriple,  the  parent  and 
king  distin^niished  his  two  sons  witli  suiUibh*  rewards;  but 
the  faith  and  manners  of  the  slothful  Paheologns  had  not 
been  improved  by  his  Roman  pilgrimage;  and  liis  apostasy 
or  eonversion,  devoid  of  any  spiritual  or  temporal  ciSectBi 
waa  speedily  forgotten  by  the  Greeks  and  Latins." 

Thirty  years  after  the  return  of  Paheologus.  his  son  and 
Buccessor  Manuel,  from  a  similar  motive,  but  on  a  larger 
Beal(;,  again  visited  the  countries  of  the  West.  In  a  preced- 
ing chapter  I  have  related  Ids  treaty  with  Bajazet,  the  viola- 
tion of  that  treaty,  the  siege  or  bloekade  of  Constantinople, 
and  the  French  succor  under  the  command  of  the  gallant 
J>oii<  icault. — Mem.  de  Boucicault,  p.  i.  c.  85,  86.  By  his 
ainbiissadors,  Manuel  hivd  solicited  the  Latin  powers;  but 
it  was  thought  that  the  presence  of  a  distressed  monarch 
would  draw  tears  and  supplies  from  the  hardest  Barbari- 
ans;'* and  the  marshal  who  advised  the  journey,  prepared 
the  reception,  of  the  Byzantine  prince.  The  land  was  oc- 
cupied by  the  Turks;  but  the  navigation  of  Venice  was  safe 
and  open:  Italy  received  him  as  the  first,  or,  at  least,  as  the 
second  of  the  Christian  princes;  Manuel  was  pitied  as  the 
champion  and  confessor  of  the  faith;  and  the  dignity  of  his 
behavior  prevented  that  pity  from  sinking  into  contempt. 
From  Venice  he  proceeded  to  Padua  and  Pa  via;  and  even 
the  duke  of  Milan,  a  secret  ally  of  Bajazet,  gave  him  safe 
and  honorable  conduct  to  the  verge  of  his  dominions."  On 


M  His  return  is  1370.  and  the  ooronatkm  of  Manuel,  Sept.  36,  1373  (Du- 
cange,  Fkm.  BTMii.  p.  241),  l«MW  MM  Ittltr— ilaH  «ia  tir  1i»  mmplaulf 
and  punishment  of  Andronicus. 

His  Journej  into  the  west  of  Enrape  is  slighllj,  and  I  believe  reluctantly, 
BOtked  by  Ohaloondvles  (L  tt.  o.  44-«0)  and  Ducas  (o.  14). 

*•  Munt  Ann.  <l'IliL  A  «N.  Mm  €M«hd  WW  «i»  M  mH 
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the  confines  of  France"  (a.d.  1400,  June  8),  the  royal  offi- 
cers undertook  the  care  of  his  person,  journey,  and  ex- 
penses; and  two  thousand  of  the  richest  citizens,  in  arms 
and  on  horseback,  came  forth  to  meet  him  as  far  as  Cha- 
renton,  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  capital.  At  the  gates  of 
Paris  he  was  saluted  by  tlie  chancellor  and  the  parliament; 
and  Charles  the  Sixth,  attended  by  his  princes  and  nobles, 
welcomed  his  brother  with  a  cordial  embrace.  The  succes- 
sor of  Constantine  was  clothed  in  a  robe  of  white  silk,  and 
mounted  on  a  milk-white  steed;  a  circumstance,  in  the 
French  ceremonial,  of  singular  importance;  the  white  color 
is  considered  as  the  symbol  of  sovereignty;  and,  in  a  late 
•visit,  the  German  emperor,  after  a  haughty  demand  and  a 
peevish  refusal,  had  been  reduced  to  content  himself  with 
a  black  courser.  Manuel  was  lodged  in  the  Louvre;  a  sac- 
cession  of  feasts  and  balls,  the  pleasures  of  the  banquet  and 
the  chase,  were  ingeniously  varied  by  the  politeness  of  the 
French,  to  display  their  magnificence  and  amuse  his  grief: 
he  was  indulged  m  tlie  liberty  of  his  chapel;  and  the  doc- 
tors of  the  Sorbonne  were  astonished,  and  possibly  scandal- 
ized, by  the  language,  the  rites,  and  the  vestments,  of  his 
Greek  clergy.  But  the  slightest  glance  on  the  state  of  the 
kingdom  must  t^ach  him  to  despair  of  any  effectual  assist- 
ance. The  unfortunate  Charles,  thonijh  ho  enjoyed  some 
lucid  intervals,  continually  relapsed  into  furious  or  stupid 
insanity:  the  reins  of  government  were  alternately  seized 
by  his  brother  and  uncle,  the  dukes  of  Orleans  and  Bur- 
gundy, whose  factious  competition  prepared  the  miseries  of 
civil  war.  The  former  was  a  gay  youth,  dissolved  in  lux- 
ury and  love:  the  latter  was  the  father  of  John,  count  of 
Nevers,  who  had  so  lately  been  ransomed  from  Turkish 
captiyitj;  and,  if  the  fearless  son  was  ardent  to  revenge 

powerful  duke  of  Milan.  His  connecuon  with  Bajazet  is  attested  bj  Froisaaft; 
■nd  In  coutrlbulsd  to  iwv  and  ddlTef  thn  WtbbA  cafitfvn  of  Nloopollik 

"  For  tho  reoaptfon  of  Munuet  at  Paria.  see  BpoBdanns  (Ann.  Eccles.  i.  676, 
A.D.  1400,  No.  ft),  who  quotee  Juvenal  dee  Unrina,  and  the  monk  of  SL  Denjrs; 
tad  TOmt  (Sak,  i»  FtaDM^  sdi.  9$l%  who  ^mokm  aoMif*  wtotitag  to  Uw 
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kis  deieit»  Ike  more  pnidmit  Burgundy  was  oontsnt  witk 
tiM  Mil  aiid  peril  of  th«  flrat  ezperimmit.  Wh«n  ICumel 
had  satiated  the  ovrioaitf,  and  perhaps  fatigued  the  pa- 
tience, of  the  French,  he  resolved  on  a  yisit  (a.d.  1400, 
Deo.)  to  the  adjacent  island.  In  his  progress  fiom  Dover, 
he  was  entertained  at  Oanterbniy  with  due  leveienoe  by  the 
prior  and  monks  <^  St  Austin;  and,  on  Blackheath,  King 
Heniy  the  Fourth,  with  the  Bnglish  court,  saluted  the 
Greek  hero  (I  copy  our  old  historian),  who,  during  many 
days,  was  lodged  and  treated  in  London  as  empenur  of  the 
BasL'*  But  the  state  of  Bngland  was  still  more  adverse  to 
the  design  of  the  holy  war.  In  the  same  year,  the  hered- 
itary sovereign  had  been  deposed  and  murdered;  the  reign- 
ing prince  was  a  successful  usurper,  whose  ambition  was 
punished  by  jealousy  and  remorse:  nor  could  Henry  of 
Lancaster  wi^draw  his  person  or  forces  from  the  defence 
of  a  throne  incessanHj  shaken  by  conspiracy  and  rebellion. 
He  pitied,  be  praised,  he  feasted,  the  emperor  of  Constan- 
tinople; but  if  the  Bnglish  monarch  assumed  the  cross,  it 
was  only  to  appease  his  people,  and  perhaps  his  conscience, 
by  the  merit  or  semblance  of  this  pious  intention.'*  Satis* 
fied,  however,  with  gifts  and  honors,  Manuel  returned  to 
Paris;  and,  after  a  residence  of  two  years  in  ike  West, 
shaped  (a.d.  1402)  his  course  through  C^ermany  and  Italy, 
embarked  at  Venice,  and  patiently  expected,  in  the  Morea, 
the  moment  of  his  ruin  or  deliverance.  Yet  he  had  escaped 
the  ignominious  necessity  of  offering  his  religion  to  public 
or  private  sale.  The  Latin  church  was  distracted  by  the 
great  schism:  the  kings,  the  nations,  the  universities,  of 
Europe,  were  divided  in  their  obedience  between  the  popes 


Adiortiwi»«rifMia«linBBglBndte«Ktneledbf  Dr.  HodyfromalfS  at 

Lamboth  (do  Qrnecis  illiist.  p.  14),  C.  P.  Imperator.  diu  variiBque  ot  horrondis  Pa- 
ganorum  ioaultibua  ooartalua,  ut  pro  oiadein  resistentuun  triumphalftm  perquireret 
An^omm  Bagwn  tMihv  dserevit,  eie.  Bex  (says  Walringfim,  p.  364)  noWB 
apparat(i  ....  suscepit  (ut  decuit)  tantum  Heroa,  duxitquo  Londonia-s,  ot  per 
mulUM  di«0  azhtbttU  sloruwe,  pro  expenaia  boapitii  aui  solvena,  et  eum  respkiena 
taato  faatifl^  doaati^.   Ha  rapaata  tha  aaaa  tn  hia  Upodii^  NauaUtet  6M. 

'*  Shakogpearc  bf'i^nfl  and  cnda  Uie  play  of  TIenrj  IV.  with  tfail  pcllMt's 
TOW  oi  a  cruaadOf  aad  hia  balieC  that  he  nhouUi  dia  in  Jaruaaleoa. 
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of  Borne  and  Avignon ;  and  the  emperor,  anxions  to  concil- 
iate the  friendship  of  both  parties,  abstained  from  any  cor- 
respondence with  the  indigent  and  unpopular  rivals.  His 
jonmey  coincided  with  the  year  of  the  jubilee;  but  he 
passed  through  Italy  without  desiring,  or  deserving,  the 
plenary  indulgence  which  abolished  the  guilt  or  penance  of 
the  sina  of  the  faithful.  The  Roman  pope  was  offended  by 
this  neglect;  accused  him  of  irreverence  to  an  image  of 
Christ;  and  exhorted  the  princes  oi  Italy  to  reject  and 
abandon  the  obstinate  schismatic. •• 

During  the  period  of  the  crusades,  the  Greeks  beheld 
with  astonishment  and  terror  the  perpetual  stream  of  emi- 
gration that  flowed,  and  continued  to  flow,  from  the  un- 
known climates  of  the  West.  The  visits  of  their  last 
emperors  removed  the  veil  of  separation,  and  they  dis- 
closed to  their  eyes  the  powerful  nations  of  Europe,  whom 
they  no  longer  presumed  to  brand  with  the  name  of  Bar- 
barians. The  observations  of  Manuel,  and  his  more  inquis- 
itive followers,  have  been  preserved  by  a  Byzantine  historian 
of  the  times:**  his  scattered  ideas  I  shall  collect  and  abridge, 
and  it  may  be  amusing  enough,  perhaps  instructive,  to  con- 
template the  rude  pictures  of  Germany,  France,  and  Eng- 
land, whose  ancient  and  modern  state  are  so  familiar  to  our 
minds.  I.  Germany  (says  the  Greek  Chalcondyles)  is  of 
ample  latitude  from  Vienna  to  the  Ocean;  and  it  stretches 
(a  strange  geography)  from  Prague  in  Bohemia  to  the  river 
Tartessus,  and  the  Pyrenean  Mountains."    The  soil,  except 

»  TUB  fcct  fa  praeerved  in  th«  Htet  FoHtioa.  a.d.  1391*1478,  publishad 
IfWtin  Cru8iud  (Tuno  Orsecia,  pp.  1-13).    Tixo  image  of  CliriHt,  wlddl  tllB 
OtmIe  emperor  refuaod  to  wonbip,  wm  probably  a  work  of  sculpture. 

*>  The  Qreek  and  Turidah  matoiy  of  Laonicua  (SialoondyleB  ends  with  the 
winter  of  1463,  and  the  abrupt  coucluHion  seetnH  to  mark  that  be  laid  down  his 
pen  in  (be  same  year.  We  know  that  he  was  an  Athenian,  and  that  some  con- 
temporaries  of  the  same  name  contributed  to  the  re  viral  of  tlie  Greek  language  in 
Italy.  But  in  his  numerous  digressions  the  modest  historian  has  never  intro- 
duced himself;  and  his  editor  I^unclavius,  as  well  as  Fabric  (BilriMo.  Grsec.  r\. 

aawBs  ignorant  of  his  Ufe  and  character.  9br  bis  dflMrtpfKNUi  «f  Germany, 
IVmnce,  and  Kngland,  nee  L  ii.  pp.  36,  37.  44-80. 

**  1  shall  not  animadvert  on  the  geographical  errors  of  Ohalcondyles.  In 
Ola  inataaoe  be  perltape  foDowted,  and  ndMook,  Harodotas  (L  II.  c.  33).  whoae 
fast  aai^be  aplaiiMd  (HMOdol*     Lwdiar,  ton.  IL       or  wtaw  %nanM» 
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in  figs  and  olives,  is  sufficiently  fruitful;  the  air  is  salubri 
oub;  the  bodies  of  the  natives  are  robust  and  healthy;  and 
these  cold  regions  are  seldom  visited  with  the  calamities  of 
pestilence  or  earthquakes.  After  the  Scythians  or  Tartars, 
the  Germans  are  the  most  numerous  of  nations;  they  are 
brave  and  patient,  and  were  they  united  under  a  single 
head  their  force  would  be  irresistible.  By  the  gift  of  the 
pope  they  have  acquired  the  privilege  of  choosing  the  Ro- 
man emperor;"  nor  is  any  people  more  devoutly  attached 
to  the  faith  and  obedience  of  the  Latin  patriarch.  The 
greater  part  of  the  country  is  divided  among  the  princes 
and  prelates;  but  Strasburgh,  Cologne,  Hamburgh,  and 
more  than  two  hundred  free  cities,  are  governed  by  sage 
and  equal  laws,  according  to  the  will,  and  for  the  advan- 
tage, of  the  whole  community.  The  use  of  duels,  or  single 
combatB  on  foot,  prevails  among  them  in  peace  and  war; 
their  industry  excels  in  all  the  mechanic  arts,  and  the  Ger- 
mans may  boast  of  the  invention  of  gunpowder  and  cannon, 
which  is  now  diffused  over  the  greater  part  of  the  world, 
n.  The  kingdom  of  France  is  spread  above  fifteen  or 
twenty  days'  journey  from  Germany  to  Spain,  and  from 
the  Alps  to  the  British  Ocean;  containing  many  flourish- 
ing cities,  and  among  these  Paris,  the  seat  of  the  king, 
which  surpasses  the  rest  in  riches  and  luxury.  Many 
princes  and  lords  alternately  wait  in  his  palace,  and  ac- 
knowledge him  as  their  sovereign;  the  most  powerful  are 
tha  dukes  of  Bretagne  and  Burgundy,  of  whom  the  lattei 
possesses  the  wealthy  province  of  Flanders,  whose  harbors 
are  frequented  by  the  ships  and  merchants  of  our  own  and 
the  more  remote  seas.  The  French  are  an  ancient  and  opu- 
lent people;  and  their  language  and  manners,  though  some- 


B^toMSQsed.  Had  tlMM inodim  Qrwks Mm  iMd  SMOb  or  «Bj «f  tlNir 
kiMr  MOmphers? 

*  A  oraMn  of  new  Rome,  while  new  Rome  sunrfved,  would  have  scorned  to 
difiiify  the  Oenn&n  v^i  with  the  titles  of  B«0^iA«vt,  or  Awro«p«T«*p  PwfMiwc:  but  all 
piTde  was  eztiuct  in  the  boeom  of  Ohalcondjiee ;  and  he  deacribee  the  Byzantine 
prince,  and  hia  aubject,  bj  the  proper,  though  humble,  nanat  «f  and 
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what  different,  are  not  dissimilar  from  those  of  the  Itah&ns. 
Vain  of  the  Imperial  dignity  of  Charlemagne,  of  their  vic- 
tories over  the  Saracens,  and  of  the  exploits  of  their  heroes, 
Oliver  and  Rowland,**  they  esteem  themselves  the  first  of 
the  Western  nations:  but  this  foolish  arrogance  has  been 
recently  hnrabled  by  the  unfortnnate  events  of  their  wars 
against  the  English,  the  inhabitants  of  the  British  island. 
III.  Britain,  in  the  ocean,  and  opposite  to  the  shores  of 
Flanders,  may  be  considered  either  as  one,  or  as  three  isl- 
ands; but  the  whole  is  united  by  a  common  interest,  by  the 
same  manners,  and  by  a  similar  government.  The  measure 
of  its  circumference  is  6,000  stadia:  the  land  is  overspread 
with  towns  and  villages:  though  destitute  of  wine,  and  not 
abounding  in  fruit  treos,  it  is  fertile  in  wheat  and  barley; 
in  honey  and  wool;  and  niucli  cloth  is  manufactured  by  the 
inhabitants.  In  populousness  and  power,  in  riches  and  lux- 
ury, London,*'  the  metropolis  of  the  isle,  may  claim  a  pre- 
eminence over  all  the  cities  of  the  We^t.  It  is  situate  on 
the  Tiiames,  a  broad  and  rapid  river,  which,  at  the  distance 
of  thirty  miles,  falls  into  the  Gallic  Sea;  and  the  daily  flow 
and  ebb  of  the  tide  afford  a  safe  entrance  and  departure 
to  the  vessels  of  commerce.  The  king  is  the  head  of  a  pow- 
erful and  turbulent  aristocracy;  his  principal  vassals  bold 
their  estates  by  a  free  and  unalterable  tenure:  and  the  laws 
define  the  limits  of  his  authority  and  their  obedience.  The 
kingdom  has  been  often  aiflicted  by  foreign  conquest  and 
domestic  sedition:  but  the  natives  are  bold  and  hardy,  re- 
nowned in  arms  and  victorious  in  war.  The  form  of  their 
ahields  or  turgeta  is  derived  from  the  ItalianSy  thai  of  thflir 


Mo6t  of  the  old  romanoeg  were  translnted  in  the  xiTth  century  into  Prcmch 
prcwe,  and  soon  became  the  favorite  amoaemeot  of  tbe  knight*  and  ladiea  in  the 
eMrtof  dnrlOTYL  H  •  Qree»b«lteTwi  fa  tlw  wtfloKa  ct  »owl— iiaa  OBm-, 
he  may  surely  bo  excused,  since  Ikt  aonko  of  Rt  Denrn,  the  national  hie 
hftve  inaerted  the  fiJaUa  of  archMabop  Turpio  in  their  Chreakles  of  Fianee. 

Brer  ainoe  the  time 
this  pre- 
kapt 


of  FitMtephan  (the  ziith  century),  London  appeara  to  have 
mabmmm.  WMMiMivM^dtM*;  aaAher  gradoi 
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■wordi  ffon  the  <}re^;  tiie  qm  of  the  long  bow  is  the  pe* 
eoHer  aad  deoiaive  advaatme  d  the  Bnglhih.  Their  Ian- 
gQAge  bean  no  effinit/  to  the  idioms  of  the  oontinent;  in 
the  halntB  of  domestic  life  they  are  not  easily  distingoiBhed 
from  their  neighbors  of  France:  but  the  most  singular  oir- 
cnmstance  of  their  manners  is  their  disregard  of  conjugal 
honor  and  of  female  chastity.  In  their  mntnal  Tisits,  as 
the  first  act  of  hospitality,  the  guest  is  welcomed  in  the 
embraces  of  their  wives  and  daughters:  among  friends  they 
are  lent  and  borrowed  without  shame;  nor  are  the  island- 
ers offended  at  this  strange  commerce,  and  its  inevitable 
consequences.  Informed  as  we  are  of  the  customs  of  old 
England,  and  assnred  of  the  virtne  of  our  mothers,  we  may 
smile  at  the  crednlity,  or  resent  the  injustice,  of  the  Greek, 
who  must  have  confounded  a  modest  salute"  with  a  criminal 
embrace.  But  his  credulity  and  injustice  may  teach  an  im 
portant  lesson;  to  distrust  the  accounts  of  foreign  and  re- 
mote nations,  and  to  suspend  our  belief  of  every  tale  that 
deviates  from  the  laws  of  nature  and  the  character  of  man." 

After  his  return,  and  the  victory  of  Timour,  Manuel 
reigned  (a.d.  1402-1417)  many  years  in  prosperity  and  peace. 
As  long  as  the  sons  of  Bajazet  solicited  his  friendship  and 
spared  his  dominions,  he  was  satisfied  with  the  national  re- 
ligion; and  his  leisure  was  employed  in  composing  twenty 
theological  dialoguCvS  for  its  defence.  The  appearance  of 
the  Byzantine  ambassadors  at  the  council  of  Constance"  an- 
nounces the  restoration  of  the  Turkish  power,  as  well  as  of 
the  Latin  church  ;  the  conquest  of  the  sultans,  Mahomet  and 
Amurath,  reconciled  the  emperor  to  the  Vatican;  and  the 

**  Erasmus  (Epist  Fkuato  Andrelino)  has  a  prettj  passage  on  the  EnglUl 
fashion  of  kIsHinfr  strangers  on  their  arrival  and  dtparUire,  bwa  whenoa,  liow* 
ever,  he  draws  no  scandalous  inferences. 

*^  P«riia|M  wa  maj  apply  this  remark  to  the  community  of  wives  among  the 
old  Britons,  as  it  is  supposed  by  Caesar  and  Dion  (Dion  Caasius,  1.  Ixii.  ii.  1007), 
with  Reimar'a  judicious  annotation.  The  Arrtoy  of  Otaheite,  so  certain  at  flrat, 
to  bMome  lees  visible  and  soaadaloaa,  in  propwUon  aa  we  ]»▼•  glndtod  tbt 
MDnorH  of  that  gentle  and  amorous  people. 

**  I^nfant,  Hist,  du  Concfle  de  Constance,  ii.  676;  and,  for  the  ecclesiastical 
Ustory  of  the  Umee,  the  Annals  of  Spotidanus,  the  Biblio.  of  Dupin,  zii.,  aai 
ntot  and  xzikl  rotamea  of  tfaa  BMatj,  «r  nliMr  the  OoatianatioQ,  vi  IWuiy. 
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siege  of  Constantinople  almost  tempted  him  to  acquiesce  in 
the  double  procession  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  When  Martin 
the  Fifth  ascended,  without  a  rival,  the  chair  of  St.  Peter, 
a  friendly  intercourse  of  letters  and  embassies  was  revived 
between  the  East  and  West.  Ambition  on  one  side,  and 
distress  (a.d.  1417-1425)  on  the  other,  dictated  the  same 
decent  language  of  chanty  and  peace:  the  artful  Greek  ex- 
pressed a  desire  of  marrying  his  six  sons  to  Italian  prin- 
cesses; and  the  Roman,  not  less  artful,  despatched  the 
daughter  of  the  marquis  of  Montferrat,  with  a  company  of 
noble  virgins,  to  soften  by  their  charms  the  obstinacy  of 
the  schismatics.  Yet  under  this  mask  of  zeal,  a  discerning 
eye  will  perceive  that  all  w{^  hollow  and  insincere  in  the 
court  and  church  of  Constantinople.  According  to  the  vi- 
cissitudes of  danger  and  repose,  the  emperor  advanced  or 
retreated;  alternately  instructed  and  disavowed  his  minis- 
ters; and  escaped  from  an  importunate  pressure  by  urging 
the  duty  of  inquiry,  the  obligation  of  collecting  the  sense  of 
his  patriarchs  and  bishops,  and  the  impossibility  of  conven- 
ing them  at  a  time  when  the  Turkish  arms  were  at  the  gates 
of  his  capital.  From  a  review  of  the  public  transactions,  it 
will  appear  that  the  Greeks  insisted  on  three  successive 
measures,  a  succor,  a  council,  and  a  final  re-union,  while 
the  Latins  eluded  the  second,  and  only  promised  the  first 
as  a  consequential  and  voluntary  reward  of  the  third.  But 
we  have  an  opportunity  of  unfolding  the  most  secret  inten- 
tions of  Manuel  as  he  explained  them  in  a  private  conversa- 
tion without  artifice  or  disguise.  In  his  declining  age,  the 
emperor  had  associated  John  Palaeologus,  the  second  of 
the  name,  and  the  eldest  of  his  sons,  on  whom  he  devolved 
the  greater  part  of  the  authority  and  weight  of  government. 
One  day,  in  the  presence  only  of  the  historian  Phranza/* 

From  hia  early  youth,  George  Phranza,  or  Phranzes,  waa  emplojed  in  the 
•aiTioe  of  the  state  and  palaoe,  and  HaDckiua  (de  Script.  Bycant.  p.  L  c  40)  has 
eoBxitBd  kit  Hii  from  hit  own  writinga.  H»  wm  no  nicMre  than  wat-^aA'tmrntf 
years  of  age  at  the  death  of  Manuel,  who  recommended  him  in  the  strongest 
terma  to  hia  suooessor:  Imprimis  vero  hunc  Phraaaen  tibi  ooouDoado,  qui  minis- 
tniyU«ihlflddtoreidilig«iter(Phmnse8.LU.«.l).  Tm  Hm  Mapvnr  Ma 
waa  onld,  lad  hn  pwiCTd  itaiflot  oi  tin  Utgrn  d  PdopoDHMua 
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ham  laTCfite  oluonberiaiii,  lie  opeaed  to  fau  eolieagae  and 
■noeaMor  ibe  tn»  parinoiple  of  his  negoturtioiit  whb  tbe 
pope."*  '*Oiir  ]»t  movree,"  nid  ManMl,  ^'agiinsl  the 
Trndn  if  their  fetr  of  our  mtioii  with  tho  LatiBt,  of  the 
warli]Ea  natioiui  of  ihe  WoBt,  who  maj  aim  for  our  xdicf 
and  for  tiieir  deatnietion.  As  often  aa  yoa  are  throataaied 
bj  the  miaoreants,  preaent  thia  danger  before  their  ejea. 
Fn^poae  a  council;  oonaolt  on  tiie  means;  but  ever  ddaf 
aad  avoid  the  oonTooation  of  an  aaaembl j,  whidi  caaaot 
tend  either  to  our  apiritnal  or  temporal  emolument.  The 
Iiatina  are  provd;  the  GredES  are  obatinate;  neither  party 
will  reeede  nor  retract;  and  flie  atfeem|yt  of  a  perfect  union 
will  oonfirm  the  aohiam,  alienate  Ihe  churches,  and  leave 
UB,  without  hope  or  defence,  at  the  mercy  of  the  Barbari- 
ana."  Bnpa^ent  of  this  salutary  lesson,  the  royal  youth 
arose  from  his  seat  and  departed  in  silence;  and  the  wise 
monarch  (continues  Phranza),  casting  his  eyes  on  me,  thus 
resumed  his  discourse:  *'My  son  deems  himself  a  great  and 
heroic  prinoe;  but,  alaal  our  auaerahle  age  doea  not  afford 
scope  for  heroiara  or  greatness.  Hia  daring  spirit  might 
hare  suited  the  happier  times  of  our  anoaatom;  but  the 
present  state  requires  not  an  emperor,  but  a'  cautioaa  stew- 
ard of  the  laat  relics  of  our  fortonee.  Well  do  I  remember 
the  lofty  expectations  which  he  built  on  our  alliance  with 
Mustapha;  and  much  do  I  fear  that  his  rash  courage  will 
urge  the  ruin  of  our  house,  and  that  even  religion  may  pre- 
cipitate our  downfall."  Yet  the  experience  and  authority 
of  Manuel  preserved  the  peace  and  eluded  the  council;  till, 
in  the  seventy-eighth  year  of  his  age,  and  in  the  habit  of  a 
monk,  he  terminated  bis  career,  dividing  his  precious  mov- 
ables among  his  children  and  the  poor,  his  phj^sicians  and 
his  favoritf!  servants.  Of  his  six  sons  (Ducange,  Fam.  Byz- 
auL  p.  243),  Androuicus  the  Second  was  iuvetitcd  with  the 

**  PhnnxM,  1.  i'l.  c.  13.  While  bo  many  manuscripts  of  the  Greek  onginal 
•n  astant  ia  Uie  lik^rahes  ol  Kome,  Miiaia,  iIm  Eacuriai,  etc,  it  is  a  matlar  <A 
ahaaw  mtA  laywwU  that  we  aboald  be  ndoeed  to  1J»  Latfai  Twaioa,  or  abaMO^ 
«l  Jiaaiea  PonuiuiH  (ad  calcem  Thoophrlact  Sitnocatup ;  Inp^lstadt,  liOii^  ao 
daSfiiaiit  ia  acouracy  aad  elagaaoi  (IWMo.  JttbUo.  Qiasa  vi.  «16>. 
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principality  of  Thessalonica,  and  died  of  a  leprosy  soon  after 
the  sale  of  that  city  to  the  Venetians  and  its  final  conquest 
by  the  Turks.  Some  fortunate  incidents  had  restored  Pel- 
oponnesus, or  the  Morea,  to  the  empire;  and,  in  his  more 
prosperous  days,  Manuel  had  fortified  the  narrow  isthmus 
of  six  miles"  with  a  stone  wall  and  153  towers.  The  wall 
was  overthrown  by  the  first  blast  of  the  Ottomans:  the  fer- 
tile peninsula  might  have  been  sufficient  for  the  four 
younger  brothers,  Theodore  and  Constantine,  Demetrius 
and  Thomas;  but  they  wasted  in  domestic  contests  the 
remains  of  their  strength;  and  the  least  successful  of  the 
rivals  were  reduced  to  a  life  of  dependence  in  the  Byzan.' 
tiue  palace. 

The  eldest  of  the  sons  of  Manuel,  John  Palfeologus 
the  Second,  was  (a.d.  1425-1437)  acknowledged,  after  his 
father's  death,  as  the  sole  emperor  of  the  Greeks.  He 
immediately  proceeded  to  repudiate  his  wife,  and  to  con- 
tract a  new  marriage  with  the  princess  of  Trebizond:  beauty 
was  in  his  eyes  the  first  qualification  of  an  empress;  and  the 
clergy  had  yielded  to  his  firm  assurance  that,  unless  he 
might  be  indulged  in  a  divorce,  he  would  retire  to  a  clois- 
ter, and  leave  the  throne  to  his  brother  Constantine.  The 
first,  and  in  truth  the  only,  victory  of  Palajologus  was  over 
a  -Tew,"  whom,  after  a  long  and  learned  dispute,  he  con- 
verted to  the  Christian  faith;  and  this  momentous  conquest 
is  carefully  recorded  in  the  history  of  the  times.  But  he 
soon  resumed  the  design  of  uniting  the  East  and  West;  and, 
regardless  of  his  father's  advice,  listened,  as  it  should  seem 
with  sincerity,  to  the  proposal  of  meeting  the  pope  in  a  gen- 
eral council  beyond  Uie  Hadhatic.   This  dangerous  project 

*>  The  exact  meeeura  of  the  Uezamilion,  from  aee  to  eee,  wm  3,800  ofgrgiae, 
or  Mbw,  of  tax  Cheek  feet  (Phraaiee,  1.  i.  e.  88),  whteh  wooM  prodaee  •  Gmc 

mile  Hlill  smaller  tli.iii  that  of  GGO  Fronch  ts^'v,  which  is  assifTned  by  d'Aimlle 
M  Still  in  uae  io  Turkey.  Fire  milea  are  commonly  reckoned  lor  the  breadth  of 
tike  bthmne.   Tnvele  of  Bpon,  Wheeler,  and  Chandler. 

"  The  first  objection  of  the  Jews  is  on  iho  death  of  Christ:  if  i|  wan' 
Toluniary,  Christ  was  a  autcide;  which  the  emperor  parriee  with  a  vay%\»rj. 
They  then  diapvtft  m.  tlM  eoDMpliOD  of      Virgin,  tlw  wmm  «l  the  prt^hedee, 
•18.  (PhnnflM,  L  iL  0. 11,  a  whole  abtplai)^ 
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WM  enoomgad  by  Martm  the  Fifth,  tnd  ooldly  entortelned 
*  bj  has  raeeeaaor  BngenitiB,  till,  after  a  tediooa  n^gotiatioii, 
the  mpcror  noeiTed  a  simmioiia  from  a  Latin  assembly  of  a 
new  chaiaeter,  the  independent  pvehites  of  Basil,  who  stf  led 
themselTss  the  leprosentatives  and  judges  of  tike  OblhoBo 
ohnroh. 

The  Boman  pontiff  had  fought  and  eonqnered  in  the 
eanse  of  eoolesiastioal  fireedom;  but  the  Tietorions  oleigy 
wece  soon  exposed  to  the  tyranny  of  their  deliyerer;  and 
his  saored  chaiaoter  was  inVnlnenble  to  Aoee  arms  whieh 
they  found  so  keen  and  effeotoal  against  tiie  oivil  magis* 
twte.  Their  great  charter,  the  right  of  eleetion,  was  anni- 
hilated by  appeals,  evaded  by  trusts  or  oonunendams,  disap- 
pointed  by  rereisioaMrjr  grants,  and  superseded  by  prerious 
and  arbitrary  leseiiationa.**  A  publie  auetion  was  insti- 
tuted in  the  court  of  Rome:  the  oardinab  and  fsTorites 
were  enriched  with  the  spoils  of  nations;  and  CTcry  coun- 
try might  complain  that  llie  most  important  and  valnable 
boieftces  were  accumulated  on  the  heads  of  aliens  and  ab- 
sentees. During  Iheir  residence  at  Avignon,  the  ambition 
of  the  popes  subsided  in  the  meaner  passions  of  avarice^ 
and  luxury:  they  rigorously  imposed  on  the  cleigy  the 
tributes  <d  first-fruits  and  tenths;  but  they  freely  tolerated 
the  impunity  of  vice,  disorder,  and  corruption.  These  man- 
ifold scandals  were  aggravated  by  the  great  schism  of  the 
West,  which  continued  (a.o.  1$77-1^)  above  fifty  yean. 
In  the  furious  conflicts  of  Aome  and  Avignon,  the  vices  of 
the  rivab  were  mutually  exposed;  and  their  precarious  sit- 
uation degraded  their  authority,  relaxed  Hieir  discipline, 
and  multiplied  their  wants  and  exactions.    To  lieal  tiie 


*  In  the  treatise  delle  llateiie  Bcneficiarie  of  Fra- Paolo  (in  vol.  It.  of  the 
last  and  best  edition  of  hla  works),  the  papal  systein  is  deeply  studied  and 
ireely  described.  Should  Rcnne  and  her  reli0on  be  annihilated,  thh  golden 
Toluroe  may  still  survive,  a  philosophical  history  and  a  salutary  warning. 

**  Pope  Jolin  XXII.  (in  1334)  left  behind  hiro,  at  Avignon,  eighteen  mflliom 
of  gold  florins,  and  the  value  of  seven  millions  more  in  plate  and  jewels.  Chron. 
of  John  Villani  (1-  xi.  e.  20,  la  Mumt.  OoUeet.  zili.  f  66),  whose  brother  received 
tte  account  from  th*  papal  treamirors.  A  treasure  of  i&x  or  dsfal  milBwit 
•terling  in  the  xivth  century  ia  enormooa  and  atanoat  incredible. 
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nmmds,  and  restore  the  monarchy,  of  the  church,  the 
synods  of  Pisa  (a.d.  1409)  and  Constance"  (a.d.  1414r-14:18) 
were  successively  convened;  but  these  great  assemblies,  con- 
scious of  their  strength,  resolved  to  vindicate  the  privileges 
of  the  Christian  aristocracy.  From  a  personal  sentence 
against  two  pontiils,  whom  they  rejected,  and  a  third,  their 
acknowledged  sovereign,  whom  they  deposed,  the  fathers 
of  Constance  proceeded  to  examine  the  nature  and  limits  of 
the  Roman  supremacy;  nor  did  they  separate  till  they  had 
established  the  authority,  above  the  pope,  of  a  general 
council.  It  was  enacted  that,  for  the  government  and  ref- 
ormation of  the  church,  such  assemblies  should  be  held  at 
regular  intervals;  and  that  each  synod,  ]?efore  its  dissolu- 
tion, should  appoint  the  time  and  place  of  the  subsequent 
meeting.  By  the  influence  of  the  court  of  Rome,  the  next 
convocation  at  Sienna  was  easily  eluded;  but  the  bold  and 
vigorous  proceedings  of  the  council  of  Basil"  (a.d.  1431- 
1443)  had  almost  been  fatal  to  the  reigning  pontiff,  Euge- 
nius  the  Fourth.  A  just  suspicion  of  his  design  prompted 
the  fathers  to  hasten  the  promulgation  of  their  first  decree, 
that  the  representatives  of  the  church -militant  on  earth  were 
invested  with  a  divine  and  spiritual  jurisdiction  over  all 
Christians,  without  excepting  the  pope;  and  that  a  general 
council  could  not  be  dissolved,  prorogued,  or  transferred, 
unless  by  their  free  deliberation  and  consent.  On  the  no- 
tice that  Eugenius  had  fulminated  a  bull  for  that  purpose, 
they  ventured  to  summon,  to  admonish,  to  threaten,  to  cen- 
sure, the  contumacious  successor  of  St.  Peter.  After  many 
delays,  to  allow  time  for  repentance,  they  finally  declared 
that,  unless  he  submitted  within  the  term  of  aixtjr  days,  he 

*  A  learned  and  liberal  Protestant,  M.  Leniant,  baa  giTeo  a  lair  history  of 
IIm  oonndla  of  Ptoft,  GoutaiM*.  and  BmO,  Ib  6  vols.  4to,  ont  the  last  part  is  tlie 
BOSt  hasty  and  imperfect,  except  in  the  account  of  the  troublos  of  Bohemia, 

**  The  original  acts  or  minutes  of  the  council  ot  Basil  are  preserved  in  the 
foblio  Hbraty,  in  IS  vols.  loL  Basil  was  a  fn»  d^,  wofmanaiSty  situate  oa 
the  Rhine,  and  guarded  by  the  arms  of  the  neighboring  and  confederate  Swiss. 
In  1469,  the  universitr  was  founded  bj  Pope  Pius  IL  (Ji^eas  S/irius),  who 
bid  bM*  MSNlny  to  AM  ooanaQ.   But  what  is  >  obmmB,  «r  a  to  lb> 

|Mm  «l  Mm  and  th»  itoditt  of  InManst 
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was  suspended  from  the  exercise  of  all  temporal  and  eccle-  " 
Biastical  authority.  And  to  mark  their  jurisdiction  over  the 
prince  as  well  as  the  priest,  they  assumed  the  government 
of  Avignon,  annulled  the  alienation  of  the  sacred  patri- 
mony, and  protected  Rome  from  tlie  imposition  of  new 
taxes.  Their  boldness  was  justified,  not  only  by  the  gen- 
eral opinion  of  the  clergy,  but  by  the  support  and  power  of 
the  first  monarchs  of  Christendom:  the  emperor  Sigismond 
declared  himself  the  servaut  and  protector  of  the  synod; 
Germany  and  France  adhered  to  their  cause;  the  duke  of 
Milan  was  the  enemy  of  Eugonius;  and  he  was  driven  from 
the  Vatican  by  an  insurrection  of  the  Roman  people.  Re- 
jected at  tlie  same  time  by  his  temporal  and  spiritual  sub- 
jects, submission  was  his  only  choice:  by  a  most  humiliating 
bull,  the  pope  repealed  his  own  acts  and  ratified  those  of  the 
council;  incoqionited  his  legates  and  cardinals  with  that 
venerable  body;  and  sctntedio  resign  himself  to  the  decrees 
of  the  supreme  legislature.  Their  fame  pervaded  tb«  coun- 
tries of  the  East;  and  it  was  in  their  presence  that  Sigis- 
mond received  the  ambassadors  of  the  Turkish  sultan,"  who 
laid  at  his  feet  twelve  large  vases,  filled  with  robes  of  silk 
and  pieces  of  gold.  The  fathers  of  Basil  aspired  to  the 
glory  of  reducing  the  Greeks,  as  well  as  the  Bohemiang, 
within  the  pale  of  the  church;  and  their  deputies  invited 
(a.d.  14S4r-1437)  the  emperor  and  patriarch  of  Gonatanti- 
nopie  to  unite  with  an  assembly  which  possessed  the  oonfl- 
dence  of  the  Western  nations.  Palaeologus  was  not  averse 
to  the  proposal;  and  his  ambassadors  were  introduced  with 
due  honors  into  the  Catholic  senate.  But  the  choice  of  the 
place  appeared  to  be  an  insaperable  obstacle,  since  he  re- 
teed  to  pass  the  Alps,  or  the  sea  of  Sicily,  and  positively 
feqnired  that  the  syncxi  should  be  adjourned  to  some  con- 
venient city  in  Italy,  or  at  least  on  the  Danube.  The  other 
articles  <^  this  treaty  were  mora  readily  atipiilated;  it  was 
agreed  to  defray  the  travellixtg  ej^penaea  o<  the  en^eror, 

Ibia  Tockiah  embaa»j,  aUMied  onlj  by  Onntuua,  is  related  wilh  soim 
4Mbt  bf  dM  MiMriM  apoaten^       UiB»  Xa,     k  aM» 
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with  a  train  of  700  persons,"  to  remit  an  immediate  sum  of 
8,000  ducats*  for  the  acconmiodation  of  the  Greek  clerfry; 
and  in  his  absence  to  grant  a  supply  of  10,000  ducats,  with 
800  archers  and  some  galleys,  for  the  protection  of  Con- 
stantinople. The  city  of  Avignon  advanced  the  funds 
for  the  preliminary  expenses;  and  the  embarkation  was 
prepared  at  Marseilles  with  some  difficulty  and  delay. 

Tn  hia  distress,  the  friendship  of  Palteologus  was  dis- 
puted by  the  eccl^astical  powers  of  the  West;  but  the 
dexterous  activity  of  a  monarch  prevailed  over  the  slow 
debates  and  inflexible  temper  of  a  republic.  The  decrees 
of  Basil  continually  tended  to  circmnflcribe  the  despotism  of 
the  pope,  and  to  erect  a  supreme  and  perpetual  tribunal  in 
the  church.  Eugenins  was  impatient  of  the  yoke;  and  the 
union  of  the  Greeks  might  afford  a  decent  pretence  for 
translatiiig  a  rebeliions  synod  from  the  Rhine  to  the  Po. 
The  independence  of  the  fathers  was  lost  if  they  passed 
the  Alps:  Savoy  or  Avignon,  to  which  they  acceded  with 
reluctance,'  were  described  at  Constantinople  as  situate  fxt 
beyond  the  pillars  of  Hercules;**  the  emperor  and  his  clergy 
were  apprehensive  of  the  dangers  of  a  long  navigation;  ihej 
were  offended  by  a  haughty  decUration  that,  after  rappresB- 
ing  the  new  heresy  of  the  Bohemians,  the  conncil  would 
soon  eradicate  the  old  heresy  of  the  Greeks.*'   On  the  side 

*  Syropalun,  p.  19.  In  this  list  tho  Greeks  appear  to  have  exceeded  the 
xmi  numbers  of  the  dergy  and  laity  which  afterward  attended  the  emperor  and 

?striarcb,  but  which  are  not  clearly  specified  by  the  great  eccleeiarch«  The 
5,000  florins  which  Hbtj  asked  In  ttds  nogodatioii  of  tlM  pope  fp,  •)wen  mora 

than  they  could  hope  or  want. 

I  use  indifferently  the  worde  ducat  and  florin,  which  derive  their  namee, 
the  former  from  the  dukes  of  ICflan,  the  latter  from  the  republic  of  Florence. 
These  prold  pioces,  rhe  first  that  were  coined  in  Italy,  perhaps  in  ihf  lAtin  wocU, 
may  be  compared  iu  weight  and  value  to  one  third  of  the  Englisli  guinea. 

*'>  At  the  end  of  the  latin  version  of  rhr  ar/.es,  wo  read  a  tooff  Gteok  epiltte 
or  dedamatinn  of  George  of  Trcbirond,  who  advi^os  the  omperor  to  prefer 
Bugenius  and  Italy.  He  treats  with  contempt  tiio  schismatic  assembly  of  BaaU, 
the  Barbariane  of  Gaul  and  Oermaiiy,  who  Im  i  r  onepired  to  tnunport  the  chrir 
of  St.  Pet«r  beyond  the  Alps:  it  s^Xtet  (saya  he)  <r*  nrr  ^rr« mv  ovre^or  cfv  tw 
*Hpa«Attwi'  (TT^Awr  «at  mpa  Va^pmp  rfo^ewt.  Was  Gonstantlnople  tmpfovided  with 
a  map? 

*'  SyTDpuliiH  fpp.  '2fi-31)  attests  bin  o^-n  Indignation,  and  that  of  his  coun- 
liyiTOn;  and  the  Basil  deputies,  who  excused  the  feah  dedaration,  coaM 
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of  Eugenius  all  was  smooth,  and  yielding,  and  respectful; 
and  he  invited  the  Byzantine  monarch  to  heal,  by  his  pres- 
ence, the  schism  of  the  Latin,  as  well  as  of  the  Eastern, 
church.  Fcrrara,  near  the  coast  of  the  Hadriatic,  was  pro- 
posed for  their  amicable  interview;  and,  with  some  indul- 
gence of  forgery  and  theft,  a  surreptitious  decree  was  pro- 
cured, which  transferred  the  synod,  with  its  own  consent, 
to  that  Italian  city.  Nine  galleys  were  equipped  for  this 
service  at  Venice,  and  in  the  isle  of  Candia;  their  diligence 
anticipated  the  slower  vessels  of  Basil:  the  Roman  admiral 
was  commissioned  to  burn,  sink,  and  destroy;"  and  these 
priestly  squadrons  might  have  encountered  each  other  in 
the  same  seas  where  Athens  and  Sparta  had  formerly  con- 
tended for  the  pre-eminence  of  glory.  Assaulted  by  the 
importunity  of  the  factions,  who  were  ready  to  fight  for 
the  possession  of  his  person,  Paleeologus  hesitated  before 
he  left  his  palace  and  country  on  a  perilous  experiment. 
His  father's  advice  still  dwelt  on  his  memory;  and  reason 
must  suggest  that,  since  the  Latins  were  divided  among 
themselves,  they  could  never  unite  in  a  foreign  cause. 
Sigismond  dissuaded  the  unseasonable  adventure;  his  ad- 
vice was  impartial,  since  he  adhered  to  the  council;  and  it 
was  enforced  by  the  strange  belief  that  the  German  Csesar 
would  noniiniite  a  Greek  his  heir  and  successor  in  the  em- 
pire of  the  West."  Even  the  Turkish  sultan  was  a  coun- 
sellor whom  it  might  be  unsafe  to  trust,  but  whom  it  was 
dangerous  to  offend.  Amurath  was  unskilled  in  the  dis- 
putes, but  he  was  apprehensive  of  the  union  of  the  Chris- 
tians. From  his  own  treasures  he  offered  to  relieve  the 
wants  of  the  Byzantine  court;  yet  he  declared,  with  seem- 
ing magnanimity,  that  Constantinople  should  be  secure  and 

«  Ooodohiriwi,  ^popv'aMpbtir  aai  admifftl,  mcpnatij  dadared,  in 

«){itv«^  TW  II«vm  «M  mAtfif*^  imm  am  cvpf  maav^^ys  Ti|t  2«r  iw,  mu  m  Awr^  mtmI  «f 

urn  rn^mn^  Tb»  OMnl  oroers  of  the  tjnoA  won  km  perdmptory,  and,  till  the 
hostile  M|uadnnt  kfigmnA,  both  putSm  triad  lo  oonoMl  UmIt  qnaml  from  th» 

QntBa. 

*  BfTopulus  laentioiM  Hm  hopes  of  Palseologus  (p.  36),  and  tho  iMt  advloo 
of  Sigismond  (p.  67).  At  Corfu,  the  Greek  emperor  was  informed  of  hla  friflid** 
dMkth;  had  ho  kaown  it  aoonar  ha  would  hara  raturaad  honaa  (p.  99). 

« 
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Inviolate  hi  absence  of  her  sovoreign.*^  Tbe  reaolntion 
of  Pal89ologu8  was  decided  by  tlie  most  splendid  gifts  and 
the  most  specious  promises:  he  wished  to  escape  for  a  while 
from  a  scene  of  danger  and  distress;  and,  after  dismissing 
with  an  ambiguous  answer  the  messengers  of  the  council, 
he  declared  his  intention  of  embarking  in  the  Roman  gal- 
leys. The  age  of  the  patriarch  Joseph  was  more  susceptible 
of  fear  than  of  iiope;  he  trembled  at  the  perils  of  the  sea, 
and  expressed  his  apprehension  that  his  feeble  voice,  with 
thirty,  perhaps,  of  his  orthodox  brethren,  would  be  op- 
pressed in  a  foreign  land  by  the  power  and  numbers  of  a 
Latin  synod.  He  yielded  to  the  ro^-al  mandate,  to  the  flat- 
tering a^urance  that  he  would  be  heard  as  the  oracle  of 
nations,  and  to  the  secret  wish  of  learning  from  his  brother 
of  the  West  to  deliver  the  church  from  the  yoke  of  kings.** 
The  five  crosa  hearera^  or  dignitaries  of  St.  Sophia,  were 
bound  to  attend  his  person ;  and  one  of  these,  the  great  ec- 
clesiarch  or  preacher,  Sylvester  Syropulus,**  has  composed" 
a  free  and  curious  history  of  the  false  union.**    Of  the  clergy 

^  Phranzet  himself,  though  fron  dtiin«Dt  mottTes,  waa  of  the  advioe  of 

Amurath  i\.  H.  c.  13).  Utinam  ne  synodua  lata  unquam  fuiaaot,  si  tautag  offon- 
8)one«  et  aotnmenta  paritura  erat.  ThU  Turkish  embassj  ta  Ukewise  mentioned 
by  Syropulus  (p.  68);  and  Amurath  kept  hin  word.  He  might  thretttea  (pfk.  126, 
219),  bill  he  never  attacked  the  city. 

^  The  reader  wiil  smile  at  the  simplicity  with  wbieh  he  imparted  these  hopea 

to  his  faTOritas:  n*Mimfr  nKr^o^^tw  axvT*<.v  nA.»i^<  mm  Amiiw  n«M  vAa^VM  •\n§t9m»m 
wutAifnap  we  rifc  «»0T(9ti<n^  avrov  iovKtiat  wafia  row  fim^tXmtt  (p.  92).     Yet  it  would 
have  been  diffloolt  for  him  to  have  practiced  the  leaaoofl  of  Gregory  VII. 

^  The  Christian  name  of  Sylvester  is  borrowed  from  the  Latin  calendar.  In 
modem  Greek,  rwAw.  as  a  diminutive,  is  added  to  the  end  of  wurda:  nor  can 
any  reasoning  of  Oreyghton,  the  editor,  excuse  his  ohanging  into  Sguropu\u§ 
(Sguros,  fuBcus)  the  Byn^ulus  of  his  own  manusoript^  whoee  name  la  aubacribed 
with  hia  own  hand  \n  the  acts  of  the  oomioU  of  Wmoen,  Whj  might  not  the 
aatbor  be  of  Syriim  extraction? 

From  the  concluaion  of  Uio  history,  I  should  fix  tho  date  to  the  year  1444, 
four  years  after  tho  HVDod.  when  the  great  ecdesiarch  bad  i^icated  his  office 
(ractio  xii  330-350).'  His  passions  were  cooled  by  time  and  retiremeat»  and, 
aKhongh  Syropnlas  is  often  pariial,  he  is  never  intemperate. 

^  Vera  ki^oria  unionis  non  vercB  inter  Ortm$*  M  LaHnoa  (Bagm  ChmiHt, 
1640,  fol.),  WHS  first  pTiblisliod  with  n  looso  and  florid  Tension .  by  Robert 
Creyghton,  chaplain  to  Charlea  11.  in  hia  exile.  Tho  seal  of  the  editor  hat 
IMfixed  n  polemic  title,  for  the  beginning  of  the  original  is  wanting.  ByropidlH 
may  bo  ranked  with  the  beet  of  the  Byzantine  writers  for  the  merit  of  his  mane 
tion,  and  even  ci  hla  atyle:  birt  Im  ia  ezduded  irom  the  orthodox  ooOeedoMI 
ef  theeopnjINL 
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that  reluctantly  obeyed  the  stunmons  of  the  emperor  and  the 
patriarch,  submission  was  the  first  duty,  and  patience  the 
moet  useful  virtue.  In  a  chosen  list  of  twenty  bishops,  we 
discover  the  metropolitan  titles  of  Heraclea  and  Cyzicus, 
Nice  and  Nicomedia,  Ephesus  and  Trebizond,  and  the  per- 
Bonal  merit  of  Mark  and  Bessarion,  who,  in  the  confidence 
of  their  learning  and  eloquence,  were  promoted  to  the  epis- 
copal rank.  Some  monks  and  philoisophers  were  named  to 
display  the  science  and  sanctity  of  the  Greek  church;  and 
the  service  of  the  choir  was  performed  by  a  select  band  of 
singers  and  musicians.  The  patriarchs  of  Alexandria,  An- 
tioch,  and  Jerusalem,  appeared  by  their  genuine  or  ficti- 
tious deputies;  the  primate  of  Russia  represented  a  national 
church,  and  the  Greeks  might  contend  with  the  Latins  in 
the  extent  of  their  spiritual  empire.  The  precious  vases  of 
St.  Sophia  were  exposed  to  the  winds  and  waves,  that  the 
patriarch  might  officiate  with  becoming  splendor;  whatever 
gold  the  emperor  could  procure  was  expended  in  the  massy 
ornaments  of  his  bed  and  chariot;"  and,  while  they  affected 
to  maintain  the  prosperity  of  their  ancient  fortune,  they 
quarrelled  for  the  division  of  15,000  ducats,  the  first  alms  of 
the  Roman  pontiff.  After  the  necessary  preparations,  John 
Palicologus,  with  a  numerous  train,  accompanied  by  his 
brotlier  Demetrius  and  the  most  respectable  persons  of  the 
church  and  state,  embarked  (a.d.  1437,  Nov.  24)  m  eight 
vessels  with  sails  and  oars,  which  steered  through  the  Turk- 
ish straits  of  Gallipoli  to  the  ArchipelagOj  the  Morea,  and 
the  Hadriatic  Gulf.** 

After  a  tedious  and  troublesome  navigation  of  seventy- 
seven  days,  this  religious  squadron  cast  (a.d.  1488,  Feb.  9) 
anchor  before  Venice;  and  their  reception  proclaimed  the 

^  ilffopoliw  (p.  68)  tbuflj  tapnuM  his  faikeDtion:  «»*  o*w»  ■^■■iip m  iwJUn 

itry««  fi^iXtvf  fcfftrwr  MiM^fo;  and  the  Latin  of  Creyghton  may  afford  a  sped* 
moil  of  liiH  tlurid  paraphrase.  Ut  pomp4  circumductua  noater  Imperator  Italte 
populis  aUquia  deauratua  Jupiter  craderetur,  aat  OrcBsna  ez  opolenta  Ljdia. 

Although  I  cannot  stop  to  quote  Syropuhis  for  every  fact,  I  will  obaerre 
that  the  narigation  of  the  Greeks  from  Conjstantinople  to  Yeoioe  and  Fenara  it 
contained  in  the  ivth  section  (pp.  67-100),  and  that  tbe  hlllntlMl  iMM  th»  VMHIf 
wm  talflot  o<  plMteg  meh  tem^  taciom  tiM  wniltr'm  «gnk 
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joy  and  magnificence  of  thst  powerful  republic.  In  the  com- 
inand  of  the  world,  the  modest  Augustus  had  never  claimed 
Buch  honors  from  his  subjects  as  were  paid  to  his  feeble  buo 
cessor  by  an  independent  state.  Seated  on  the  poop,  on  a 
lofty  throne,  he  received  the  visit,  or,  in  the  Greek  style, 
the  a<krationj  of  the  doge  and  senators."  They  sailed  in 
the  "Bucentaur/'  which  was  accompanied  by  twelve  stately 
galleyB:  the  sea  was  overspread  with  innumerable  gondolas 
of  pomp  and  pleasure;  the  air  resounded  with  music  and 
acclamations;  the  mariners,  and  even  tlie  vessels,  were 
dressed  in  silk  and  gold;  and  in  all  the  emblems  and 
pageants  the  Roman  eiifflcg  were  blended  with  the  lions  of 
St*  Mark.  The  triumphal  proce^ion,  ascending  the  great 
canal,  passed  under  the  bridge  of  the  Rialto;  and  the  East- 
ern strangers  gazed  with  admiration  on  the  ]>alaces,  tha 
churches,  and  the  populousnesa  of  a  city  that  aeenis  to  float 
on  the  bosom  of  the  waves."  They  sighed  to  behold  the 
spoils  and  trojihies  with  which  it  had  been  decorated  after 
the  sack  of  Constantinople.  After  a  hospitable  entertain- 
ment of  fifteen  days,  PalsBologns  pursued  his  journey  by 
land  and  water  from  Venice  to  Ferrara;  and,  on  this  occa- 
sion, the  pride  of  the  Vatican  was  tempered  by  policy  to  in- 
dulge the  ancient  dignity  of  the  emperor  of  the  East.  He 
made  his  entry  (Feb.  28)  on  a  black  hofrse;  but  a  milk-wliit6 
steed,  whose  trappings  were  embroidered  with  golden  eagleB, 
was  led  before  him ;  and  the  canopy  was  borne  over  his  head 
bj  the  princes  of  Este,  the  sons  or  kinsmen  o£  Nicholas, 
nuurquis  of  the  city,  and  a  sovereign  more  powerful  thaa 
kbnself.**    Pal»ologtis  did  not  alight  till  he  reached  tbo 


At  the  time  of  the  svnod,  Phranem  was  in  P 
from  the  degpot  DemotriuB  a  fnithfnl  acootint  of  thn  hnnnrnble  rr<^pt!on  of  rho 
Rmperor  and  patriardi  both  at  Yetiioe  and  ferrara  (Dux  ....  sedeDtsm  im- 
peratorem  odpraO*  which  are  more  alightlj  menttwad  bj  tlw  ImUm  fL  ii. «.  14» 

**  Tbe  astonisbment  of  a  fireek  prince  and  a  French  ambaimRdor  (IfMa 
PbiHppe  de  Ootoinm,  I.  vtf.  c.  1  k)  at  tbe  siffhi  of  Ventoa,  abundantly  proTes  that 
in  tb»  XTth  centnrr  H  wafl  the  flret  and  moet  wplmidld  of  the  GhrialiMi  nUm, 
R>r  the  spoiia  of  Ccmstantinopie  at  Venice,  see  Sjropuhia  (jk  SI). 
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bottom  of  the  staircase:  the  pope  advanced  to  the  door  of 
the  apartment;  refused  his  proffered  genuflexion;  and,  after 
ft  paternal  embrace,  conducted  the  emperor  to  a  seat  on  his 
left  hand.  Nor  would  the  patriarch  descend  from  his  galley 
till  a  ceremony,  almost  equal,  had  been  stipulated  between 
the  bishops  of  Rome  and  Constantinople.  The  latter  was 
saluted  by  his  brother  with  a  kiss  of  union  and  charity:  nor 
would  any  of  the  Greek  ecclesiastics  submit  to  kiss  the  feet 
of  the  Western  primate.  On  the  opening  of  the  synod,  the 
place  of  honor  in  the  centre  was  claimed  by  the  temporal 
and  ecclesiastical  chiefs;  and  it  was  only  by  alleging  that 
his  predecessors  had  not  assisted  in  person  at  Nice  or  Chal- 
cedon  that  Eugenius  could  evade  the  ancient  precedents 
of  Constantino  and  Marcian.  After  much  debate,  it  was 
agreed  that  the  right  and  left  sides  of  the  church  should  be 
occupied  by  the  two  nations;  that  the  solitary  chair  of  St. 
Peter  should  be  raised  the  first  of  the  Latin  line;  and  that 
the  throne  of  the  Greek  emperor,  at  the  head  of  his  clergy, 
should  be  equal  and  opposite  to  the  second  place,  the  vacant 
seat  of  the  emperor  of  the  West.** 

But  as  soon  as  festivity  and  form  had  given  place  to  ft 
more  serious  treaty,  the  Greeks  were  dissatisfied  with  their 
journey,  with  themselves,  and  with  the  pope.  The  artful 
pencil  of  his  emissaries  had  painted  him  in  a  prosperous 
state;  at  the  head  of  the  princes  and  prelates  of  Europe, 
obedient,  at  his  voice,  to  believe  and  to  arm.  The  thin  ap- 
pearance of  the  universal  synod  of  Ferrara  betrayed  his 
weakness;  and  the  Latins  opened  (a.d.  1438,  Oct.  8 — a.d. 
1439,  July  6)  the  first  session  with  only  five  archbishops, 
eighteen  bishops,  and  ten  abbots,  the  greater  part  of  whom 
were  the  subjects  or  countrymen  of  the  Italian  pontifE.  Ex- 
lord  of  Ferrara,  Ifodsiia.  Bogglo.  PtiOM,  BofVigOk  tad  OobumoWbi  MuHoH 
(Antichiti  K.Ht^n!^e.  ii.  159-201). 

**  The  Latin  vulgar  was  provoked  to  laughter  at  the  strange  dreMes  of  the 
Orwlni,  lad  mp&tUuf  ihm  length  of  their  gsnnents,  their  sleeyes,  and  their 
beards;  nor  was  the  emperor  distin^ished  except  by  the  purple  color,  and 
his  diadem  or  tiara  with  a  jewel  on  the  top  (Hody,  de  Orsec  lUust.  p.  31). 
Tei  eaother  spectator  confeaaee  that  the  Greek  fashion  was  phi  grare  e  |te 
digiM  dMM  tlieHriien(Yi^pMino»  ia  Yik  Uagm.  lY,  Id  Mamk  m,  S«1)l 
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cept  the  duke  of  Burgundy,  none  of  the  potentates  of  the 
West  condescended  to  appear  in  person  or  by  their  ambas- 
sadors; nor  was  it  possible  to  suppress  the  judicial  acts  of 
Basil  against  the  dignity  and  person  of  Eugenius,  which 
were  finally  concluded  by  a  new  election.  Under  these  cir- 
cnmstances,  a  truce  or  delay  was  asked  and  granted,  till 
Palaeologus  could  expect  from  the  consent  of  the  Latins 
some  temporal  reward  for  an  unpopular  union;  and,  after 
the  first  session,  the  public  proceedings  were  adjourned 
above  six  months.  The  emperor,  with  a  chosen  band  of 
his  favorites  and  Janizaries^  lixed  his  summer  residence  at 
a  pleasant  spacious  monastery,  six  miles  from  Ferrara;  for- 
got, in  the  pleasures  of  the  chase,  the  distress  of  the  church 
and  state;  and  persisted  in  destroying  the  game,  without 
listening  to  the  just  complaints  of  the  marquis  or  the  hus- 
bandman." In  the  meanwhile,  his  unfortunate  Greeks  were 
exposed  to  all  the  miseries  of  exile  and  poverty;  for  the 
support  of  each  stranger,  a  monthly  allowance  was  assigned 
of  three  or  four  gold  florins;  and,  although  the  entire  sum 
did  not  amount  to  700  florins,  a  long  arrear  was  repeatedly 
incurred  by  the  indigence  or  policy  of  the  Roman  court. 
They  sighed  for  a  speedy  deliverance,  but  their  escape  was 
prevented  by  a  triple  chain :  a  passport  from  their  superiors 
was  required  at  the  gates  of  Ferrara;  the  government  of 
Venice  had  engaged  to  arrest  and  send  back  the  fugitives; 
and  inevitable  punishment  awaited  them  at  Constantinople ; 
excommunication,  fines,  and  a  sentence,  whick  did  not  re- 


For  the  emperor's  hiintini^.  see  Sjnropvihifl  (pp.  143,  144,  101).  Tho  pop© 
had  sent  him  elerea  iniser»Ue  hacks:  hut  he  hought  a  siroog  and  iwifi  Irarae 
that  eaoM  from  Ruaria.  The  uame  of  JmilmrUt  maj  mipnw:  bat  Um  iuhm^ 
rather  than  the  institution,  had  piussod  from  the  Ottooum  to  Ilia  BjiantlBe 
court;  and  ia  oftan  uaed  m  the  iaat  age  oi  the  empire. 

**  Tim  Orailii  CUaluail,  with  modi  dffleolty,  fhal,  fnatead  of  proviaiona, 
money  should  be  distributed,  4  florins  prr  month  to  thp  persons  of  honorable 
rank,  aod  3  floriua  to  their  Beryanta,  with  an  addition  of  thirtj  more  to  the 
amperor,  Si  to  tte  patrltrA.  and  M  to  I2ia  priaoa  or  daapot  Dwwtrlva.  Tho 
payment  of  tho  flrnt  month  amounted  to  691  florins,  a  sum  which  will  not  allow 
ua  to  raokon  above  200  (Heeka  ol  vrvrj  conditioQ  (Bjnropiiliia,  pp.  104,  105).  On 
OitobvM,  ldia^lkMWMMiMtir«fioarMll»;  is  Aprils  1489,  of  tfarae; 
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spect  liie  sacerdotal  dignitj,  that  they  should  be  Btrippad 
naked  and  publicly  whipped.*'  It  was  only  by  Ike  alterna- 
tive of  hunger  or  dispate  that  the  Ghreeka  could  be  per- 
Boaded  to  open  the  first  conference ;  and  they  yielded 
extreme  reluctance  to  attend  from  Ferrara  to  Florence  tiw 
rear  of  a  flying  synod.  This  new  translation  was  urged  by 
inevitable  necessity  :  the  city  was  visited  by  the  plagvft;  *Nf* 
fidelity  of  the  marquis  might  be  suspected;  the  mercenacj 
troopA  of  the  duke  of  Milan  were  at  the  gates;  and,  as  thqr 
occupied  Bomagna,  it  was  not  without  diffieu^jr  aad  *^«gfT 
thiit  the  pope,  the  emperor,  and  the  bishops^  ezploCML  Ifaar 
mcy  through  the  unfrequented  fftlha  of  the  Apettnine.'* 

Yet  all  tkeie  obetacles  were  suriiKmnted  by  Unm  sod 
policy.  l*he  yiolence  of  the  fathen  ot  Basil  rather  pao* 
motod  than  injured  1^  canae  of  Enganaas:  the  nations  of 
Burope  abhorred  the  aehiaiii,  and  doaowned  the  election,  cf 
Felix  the  Fifth,  who  was  suooeaaiTelj  n  dokn  ot  Saroy,  a 
hermit,  and  a  pope?  and  the  great  paiBoeB  were  gradnalij 
reohumed  by  his  competitor  to  &  favoral^  neutrality  and  a 
lirm  attaehment.  The  l^gaAea^  inA  some  raapectable  mem* 
bers,  deserted  to  the  Roman  amy,  which  insensibly  man  in 
nnmbers  and  reputation:  the  oonndl  oi  Basil  was  reduced 
to  t9  bishops  and  8O0  oi  &e  inferior  clergy;**  while  the  Ub^ 
ina  of  Florence  could  produce  the  subsoriptioos  of  the  popt 
InmseU,  8  oaKdinals,  2  patriarchs,  8  archbiabops,  52  bishops^ 
and  41^  abbe<B,  ot  chief^  of  religious  orders.  After  the  labor 
of  ntna  »oiitln»  and  ^  debates  of  26  acnnionn,  they  attained 
the  adTaataga  and  1^017  oi  the  ie>iuuim.  of  the  Gieeka. 


M  Syrofmlns  (pp.  141.  149,  S04.  221)  deplores  tiiB  JapriMMMBt  «f  Hm 
Greeks,  and  Hbm  trmony  of  tbe  oaiperor  and  patriarch. 

«1lMWMS6f  Mf  M«oildnifyraprewntedintfae3dMvolHM«f  Iht 
Annals  of  Muratorl  The  Bcbtoatio  Greek,  j^rropulua  (p.  146),  appears  to  have 
exaggecsltd  llw  ter  and  d'sonlar  of  lbs  pope  in  hia  letrsa^  irom  ferrara  to 
WkmBMt  trtrhMt piof<*d  by  tft^MlsttlMffe  bna  MMwkalHON  ^laaat 

aeliberatc. 

ajropahisia  plflMed to  TOclm  TOO  p»Iatin lathe  ooukUoI  Baatt.  Tho 
error  ti  nitlaw;  aad  pmhu/m  mUnvHttf.   That  —fiTajMif  nibeg  coaid  aat 

be  supplfod  by  a3  thfi  e<^'lesiaatica  of  every  dppree  who  'rem  pm«ont  at  the 
council,  DOT  by  aA  the  ateenl  biafaflfa  of  tfie  Weai  who,  axpreaalj  or  tadtty^ 
■dghtattietaiiidaa— ^ 
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Four  principal  questions  had  been  agitated  between  the  two 
chorohes:  1.  The  use  of  unleayened  bread  in  the  commun- 
ion of  Christ's  body.  2.  The  nature  of  purgatory.  8.  The 
supremacy  of  the  pope.  And,  4.  The  single  or  double  pro- 
cession of  the  Holy  Ghost.  The  cause  of  either  nation  was 
managed  by  ten  theological  champions:  the  Latins  were  sup- 
ported by  the  inexhaustible  eloquence  of  Cardinal  Julian; 
and  Mark  of  Ephesus  and  Bessarion  of  Nice  were  the  bold 
and  able  leaders  of  the  Greek  forces.  We  may  bestow  some 
praise  on  the  progress  of  human  reason,  by  observing  that 
the  first  of  these  questions  was  now  treated  as  an  immaterial 
rite,  which  might  innocently  vary  with  the  fashion  of  the 
age  and  country.  With  regard  to  the  second,  both  parties 
were  agreed  in  the  belief  of  an  intermediate  state  of  purga- 
tion for  the  venial  sins  of  the  faithful;  and  whether  their 
souls  were  purified  by  elemental  fire  was  a  doubtful  point 
which  in  a  few  years  might  be  conveniently  settled  on  the 
spot  by  the  disputants.  The  claims  of  supremacy  appeared 
of  a  more  weighty  and  substantial  kind;  yet  by  the  Orien- 
tals the  Roman  bishop  had  ever  been  respected  as  the  first 
of  the  five  patriarchs;  nor  did  they  scruple  to  admit  that  his 
jurisdiction  should  be  exercised  agreeably  to  the  holy  can- 
ons; a  vague  allowance,  which  might  be  defined  or  eluded 
by  occasional  convenience.  The  procession  of  the  Holy 
Ghost  from  the  Father  alone,  or  from  the  Father  and  the 
Son,  was  an  article  of  faith  which  had  sunk  much  deeper 
into  the  minds  of  men;  and,  in  the  sessions  of  Ferrara  and 
Florence,  the  Latin  edition  of  Jilioque  was  subdivided  into 
two  questions,  whether  it  were  legal,  and  whether  it  were 
orthodox.  Perhaps  it  may  not  be  necessary  to  boast  on 
this  subject  of  my  own  impartial  indifference;  but  I  must 
think  that  the  Greeks  were  strongly  supported  by  the  pro- 
hibition of  the  council  of  Chalcedon,  against  adding  any 
article  whatsoever  to  the  creed  of  Nice,  or  rather  of  Con- 
stantinople.**  In  earthly  aSairs,  it  ia  not  easy  to  conceive 

*  Ths  Owtl,  wlM  dfattad  the  union,  were  unwIIHBf  to  hBt  fron  Oto 
•lni«te«iM(^m,  1M,1«6,  SM,of87vapiiliM^  TIm  thns  of  tte  iMtas 
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how  an  assembly  of  legislatora  can  bind  their  successors  in- 
veeted  with  powers  equal  to  their  own.  But  the  dictates  ol 
inspiration  must  be  true  and  unchangeable;  nor  shoald  a 
pfivftte  luBhop,  or  a  provincial  synod,  have  presumed  to 
inftovate  against  the  judgment  of  the  Catholic  church.  On 
the  Bubatanoe  of  the  docthnOf  the  controversy  was  equal  and 
endless:  reason  is  confounded  by  the  procession  of  a  deity; 
the  Gospel,  which  lay  on  the  altar,  was  silent;  the  yarious 
t^xts  of  the  fathers  might  be  corrupted  by  fraud  or  en- 
tangled hj  sophistry;  and  the  Greeks  were  ignorant  of  the 
charaoteini  a&d  writings  of  the  Latin  saints."  Of  this  at 
least  we  may  be  sure,  that  neither  side  could  be  convinced 
by  the  argumenlB  ol  ittxr  opponents.  Prejudice  may  be 
enliglitened  by  leasoo,  and  a  superficial  glanoe  may  be  rec- 
tified by  a  clear  and  more  perfect  view  of  an  object  adapted 
to  our  faculties.  But  the  bisbope  and  monks  bad  been 
tavgbi  from  their  infancy  to  repeat  a  form  of  mysterious 
words;  their  national  and  personal  honor  depended  on  the 
repetition  of  the  same  sonnds;  and  their  narrow  minds  were 
luidened  and  inflamed  by  the  acrimony  of  a  public  dispute. 

While  they  were  loet  in  a  clond  of  dust  and  darkness, 
the  pope  and  emperor  were  desirous  of  a  seeming  union, 
wbieb  could  alone  accomplish  the  purposes  of  their  inter- 
▼iew;  ap4  the  obetinaoy  of  public  dispute  was  softened  by 
the  arts  of  private  and  personal  negotiation.  The  patriarch 
Joseph  bad  sunk  under  the  weight  of  age  and  infirmities; 
bis  dying  voioe  breathed  the  counsels  of  charity  and  con- 
cord, and  bis  Tacant  benefice  might  tempt  the  hopes  of  the 
ambitions  dsigy.  The  ready  and  aetiTe  obedience  of 
the  aiebbiabopa  d  Bussia  and  Nice,  of  Isidore  and  Bes- 
sarion,  was  prompted  and  recompensed  by  their  speedy 
promotion  to  tiie  dignity  of  cardinals.  Bessarion,  in  the 
first  debstee,  h»d  stood  forth  the  most  strennons  and  elo- 

WM  afnrnvaMd  by  their  producing  an  old  MS.  of  the  second  council  ol  NiOBj 
with  Jilioqne  in  the  mcne  eroed:  s  t«lptt>to  forgwy  111)1 

'Ot  nm  (said  an  eminent  Greek)  omr  «i«  v^v  •i<r*A#«  Aanvwr  ov  ^(xxritvvm  nm 
rmm  mmm  iy*mm,  .tm  M<t  ymm^  ffM«  (STiopulua,  p.  IW).  bee  Uie  perpioxitj  of  tbt 

QmkB  (pp.  211,  ns,  Ui,  tH^ 
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qnent  champion  of  the  Greek  church;  and  if  the  apostate, 
tie  bastard,  was  reprobated  by  his  country,"  he  appears  in 
ecclesiastical  story  a  rare  example  of  a  patriot  who  was  rec- 
ommended to  court-favor  by  loud  opposition  and  well-timed 
compliance.  With  the  aid  of  his  two  spiritual  coadjutors, 
the  emperor  applied  his  arguments  to  the  general  situation 
and  personal  characters  of  the  bishops,  and  each  was  suc- 
cessively moved  by  authority  and  example.  Their  reve- 
nues were  in  the  hands  of  the  Turks,  their  persons  in  those 
of  the  Latins:  an  episcopal  treasure,  three  robes  and  forty 
ducatBi  was  soon  exhausted the  hopes  of  their  return  still 
depended  on  the  ships  of  Venice  and  the  alms  of  Rome; 
and  such  was  their  indigence  that  their  arrears,  the  pay- 
ment of  a  debt,  would  be  accepted  as  a  favor,  and  might 
Operate  as  a  bribe.**  The  danger  and  relief  of  Constanti- 
nople might  excuse  some  prudent  and  pious  dissimulation ; 
and  it  was  insinuated  that  the  obstinate  heretics  who  should 
mist  the  consent  of  the  East  and  West  would  be  abandoned 
in  a  hostile  land  to  the  revenge  or  justice  of  the  Roman  pon- 
tiff. **  In  the  first  private  assembly  of  the  Greeks,  the  for- 
mulary of  nnion  was  approved  by  twen^-iour,  and  rejected 
by  twelve,  memben:  but  the  five  cross-hwrerB  of  St  Sophia, 
who  aspired  to  represent  the  patriarch,  were  disqualified  by 
ancient  discipline;  and  their  right  of  voting  was  transferxed 
to  an  obsequious  train  of  monks,  grammarians,  and  profane 
laymen.   The  will  of  the  monarch  produced  a  lake  and  ser* 


8eo  the  polite  altercation  of  Mark  and  Besaarion  in  Syropulus  (p.  267), 
who  never  dissembles  the  vIcoh  of  his  own  party,  and  fairly  praises  the  virtuea 
at  the  Latins. 

**  For  the  poverty  of  the  Greek  binhopn,  see  a  remarkable  passafe  of  Ducaa 
(c.  31).  One  had  possessed,  for  his  whole  property,  threo  old  gowns,  etc.  By 
teachmg  21  years  in  hit  monastery,  Bessarion  himself  had  collected  40  gold 
florins;  but  of  those,  the  archbishop  had  expended  28  in  his  voyage  fron  Pelo- 
ponnesus, and  the  remainder  at  Ck>n8tantinople  (Syropulus,  p.  127). 

**  Syropulus  denim  that  the  Greeks  received  any  money  before  ttiey  had 
fubscribod  the  act  of  union  (p.  283):  yet  he  relates  some  suspicious  circum- 
stances ;  and  their  bribery  and  corruption  are  positively  affirmed  by  the  historian 
Pucas. 

**  The  Greeks  most  piteously  express  their  own  fears  of  exile  and  perpetual 
slavery  ^yropiil.  p.  194):  and  they  were  strongly  moved  by  the  emperor's 
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vile  nnanimity,  and  no  more  tlian  two  patriote  had  courage 
to  epeaJc  their  own  sentiments  and  those  of  their  country. 
Demetrius,  the  emperor's  brother,  retired  to  Venice,  that  he 
might  not  be  witness  of  the  union;  and  Mark  of  Ephesus, 
mistaking  perhaps  his  pride  for  his  conscience,  disclaimed 
all  communion  with  the  Latin  heretics,  and  avowed  himself 
the  champion  and  confessor  of  the  orthodox  creed."  In  the 
treaty  between  the  two  nations,  several  forms  of  consent 
were  proposed,  such  as  might  satisfy  the  Latins,  without 
dishonoring  the  Greeks;  and  they  weighed  the  scruples  di 
words  and  syllables,  till  the  theological  balance  trembled 
with  a  slight  preponderance  in  favor  of  the  Vatican.  It 
was  agreed  that  the  Holy  Ghost  proceeds  from  the  Fatlier 
a/jrf  the  Son,  as  from  one  princi])le  and  one  substance;  that 
he  proceeds  hy  the  Son.  being  of  the  same  nature  and  sub- 
stance, and  that  he  proceeds  from  the  Father  arid  the  Son, 
by  one  spiration  and  production.  It  is  less  difficult  to  un- 
derstand the  articles  of  the  preliminary  treaty;  that  the  pope 
should  defray  all  the  expenses  of  the  Greeks  in  their  return 
home;  that  he  should  annually  maintain  2  galleys  and  800 
soldiers  for  the  defence  of  Constiintinople;  that  all  the  ships 
which  transported  pilgrims  to  Jerusalem  should  be  obliged 
to  touch  at  that  port:  that  as  often  as  they  were  required, 
the  pope  should  furnish  10  galleys  for  a  year,  or  20  for  six 
months;  and  that  he  should  powerfully  solicit  the  princes 
of  Europe,  if  the  emperor  had  occasion  for  land  forces. 

The  same  year  and  almost  the  same  day  (a.d.  1438,  June 
25)  were  marked  by  the  deposition  of  Kugenins  at  Basil; 
an«l,  at  Florence,  Vjy  his  re-union  of  the  Greeks  and  Latins, 
In  the  former  synod  (whicli  he  styled  indeed  an  assembly  of 
demons),  the  pope  was  branded  with  the  gnilt  of  simony, 
perjmy,  tyranny,  heresy,  and  schiam;*'  and  declared  to  bo 

**  I  had  foTf^t  another  popular  and  orthodox  protfiBter ;  a  farorito  hound, 
wko  oMallf  lay  qut«t  On  th«  foot-cloth  of  the  amperor^s  tiirono ;  btit«riu>  faaikai 
moat  furiously  whilo  tho  act  of  union  was  reading,  wiiliout  Ix  ing  silenced  bf  tha 
■oalhmg  or  ihe  laahea  ot  (he  royal  attendanta  (Syropul.  pp.  266). 

«  iMm  Ike arigW  UtweC  liie  Pkipea,  fai  Jiuatorf^e  OaBect.  (iii.  p.  ii.  todk 
xxr.X  the  meimera  of  Bngenhia  IT.  appear  to  hvn  beaa  deeatt,  mA  mm 
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incorrigible  in  his  vices,  unworthy  of  any  title,  and  inca- 
pable of  holding  auy  eccleeiastical  office.  In  the  latter  he 
was  revered  as  tlie  true  and  holy  vicar  of  Christ,  who,  after 
*  separation  of  600  years,  had  (a.d.  1488,  July  6)  reconciled 
the  Catholics  of  the  East  and  West,  in  one  fold  and  under 
one  shepherd.  The  act  of  union  was  subscribed  by  the 
pope,  the  emperor,  and  the  principal  members  of  both 
churches;  even  by  those  who,  like  Syropulus,"  had  been 
deprived  of  the  right  of  voting.  Two  copies  might  have 
sufficed  for  the  East  and  West;  but  Eugenius  was  not  sat- 
isfied, unless  four  authentic  and  similar  transcripts  wjere 
signed  and  attested  as  the  monuments  of  his  victory. "  On 
a  memorable  day  (a.d.  1438),  the  sixth  of  July,  the  succes- 
sors of  St.  Peter  and  Constantine  ascended  their  thrones; 
the  two  nations  assembled  in  tho  cathedral  of  Florence; 
their  representatives,  Cardinal  Julian  and  Bessarion,  arch- 
bishop of  Nice,  appeared  in  the  pulpit,  and,  after  reading 
in  their  respective  tongues  the  act  of  union,  they  mutually 
embraced  in  the  name  and  the  presence  of  their  applauding 
brethren.  The  pope  and  his  ministers  then  officiated  ac- 
cording to  the  Roman  liturgy ;  the  creed  was  chanted  with 
the  addition  of  filioque;  the  acquiescence  of  the  Greeks  was 
poorly  excused  by  their  ignorance  of  the  harmonious,  but 
inarticulate,  sounds;'*  and  tiie  more  scrupulous  Latins  re- 
fttsed  any  public  celebration  of  the  Byzantine  rite.  Yet 
tbe  emperor  and  his  clergy  were  not  totally  unmindful  of 
nationftl  honor.    The  treaty  wm  xatified  by  ihetr  oonsenk: 


exemplary.  His  sltuafioD,  ozpoflttd  to  fb/b  mtiUL  iad  to  Us  mamSm,  was  a  fs- 
steaint,  and  is  %  pledge. 

*  Syropuhta,  ratlb^  than  sufaecribe,  would  hare  assiated.  as  the  liast  eyll, 
al  the  eeremony  of  the  anion.  He  was  compelled  to  do  both ;  and  tiM  gvsat 
asalssisfeh  poorly  exooaee  his  aubmiasion  to  the  emperor  (p.  2^). 

Hone  of  theae  onginal  acta  of  uukm  can  at  present  bo  produced.  Of  tka 
ton  MBS.  that  are  presenred  (Ave  at  Rome,  and  the  remainder  at  Florence, 
BolO0Ba»  Yenioe,  Paris,  and  Loadon),  nine  have  been  examined  by  an  accurate 
vMn  (If.  de  Brequif^y),  who  coodenma  them  iat  the  variety  and  imperfections 
of  the  Greek  eignaturea.  Tet  aeveral  of  theae  may  be  eeteemed  aa  authentio 
oopiee,  which  were  m^aeiibed  at  Florence  before  (26  Aug.  1489)  the  final  sepanir 
liaa  of  «ka  pcye  aad  anpwor  (Kcb.  da  VJusbA.  dea  Inaeript  zlUi.  961-811). 

^  *M^>»4keaipa»  iImim        (Sywpul  p. 
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it  was  tacitly  agreed  that  no  innovation  should  be  attempted 
in  their  creed  or  ceremonies;  they  spared,  and  secretly  re- 
spected, the  generous  firmness  of  Mark  of  Ephesus;  and  on 
the  decease  of  the  patriarch  they  refused  to  elect  his  succes- 
sor, except  in  the  cathedral  of  St.  Sophia.  In  the  distri- 
bution of  public  and  private  rewards,  the  liberal  pontiff 
exceeded  their  hopes  and  his  promises:  the  Greeks,  with 
less  pomp  and  pride,  returned  by  the  same  road  of  Ferrara 
and  Venice;  and  their  reception  at  Constantinople  (a.d. 
1440,  Feb.  1)  was  such  as  will  be  described  in  the  following 
chapter."  The  success  of  the  first  trial  encouraged  Euge- 
nius  to  repeat  the  same  edifying  scenes;  and  the  deputies 
of  the  Armenians,  the  Maronites,  the  Jacobites  of  Syria  and 
Egypt,  the  Nestorians,  and  the  Ethiopians,  were  succes- 
sively introduced  to  kiss  the  feet  of  the  Roman  pontiff,  and 
to  announce  the  obedience  and  the  orthodoxy  of  the  East. 
These  Oriental  embassies,  unknown  in  the  countries  which 
they  presumed  to  represent,"  diffused  over  the  West  the 
fame  of  Eugenius;  and  a  clamor  was  artfully  i)ropagated 
against  the  remnant  of  a  schism  in  Switzerland  and  Savoy, 
which  alone  impeded  the  harmony  of  the  Christian  world. 
The  vigor  of  opposition  was  succeeded  by  the  lassitude  of 
despair:  the  council  of  Basil  was  silently  dissolved;  and 
Felix,  renouncing  the  tiara,  again  withdrew  to  the  devout 
or  delicious  hermitage  of  Ripaille."  A  general  peace  was 
sectired  (a.d.  1449)  by  mutual  acts  of  oblivion  and  indem- 
nity: ail  ideas  of  reformation  subsided;  the  popes  continued 
to  exercise  and  abuse  their  ecclesiastical  despotism ;  nor  has 


^  In  their  return,  the  Oreelu  conversed  at  BoloKna  with  the  ambeMadon 
ol  RnglMid;  ud  after  mim  queetioiM  aodi  eotwers  theee  imptrtlal  ■tnuagen 
iMighed  Rt  the  pretended  union  of  Floronco  (Syropul.  p.  307). 

So  nugatory,  or  rather  so  fabulous,  are  theee  reuniona  of  the  Neetoriana, 
JaeoMtos,  ale.,  (hat  I  have  tomed  over,  witlioiit  wewae,  llw  BibHa  Oifent  off 
Aseemannufl,  a  faithiul  slave  of  the  Vatican. 

"  Ripaille  is  situate  near  Thonon  in  Savoy,  on  the  southern  aide  of  the  lake 
of  Geom  R  to  im  a  OMmIw  :  aad  Mr.  AddHMo  (Trareh  in  Ilii^ 
ii.  147.  BaskerviUe's  ed.  of  his  works)  has  celebrated  the  place  and  the 
founder,  ^neaa  ftrlvius,  and  the  fathers  of  Baail,  uplaud  the  austere  life  of 
tiM  dnoal  hwmlt;  Vat  tlie  Wtmh  aad  nriiMi  fiOf«m  Ml  nalMl^f  mm 
tta  popwlif  oylnlnii  off  Us  Imbh^* 
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Borne  been  since  disturbed  bj  the  misebiefs  of  a  eonteeted 
election.'* 

The  journeys  of  three  emperors  were  unarailing  for  their 
temporal^  or  perhaps  their  spiritual,  salvation;  but  they 
were  productive  of  a  beneficial  consequence;  the  revival 
(a.d.  1800-1463)  of  the  Greek  learning  in  Italy,  from 
whence  it  was  propagated  to  the  last  nations  of  the  West 
and  North.  In  their  lowest  servitude  and  depression,  the 
suV)jectfi  of  the  Byzantine  throne  were  still  possessed  of  a 
golden  key  that  could  unlock  the  treasures  of  antiquity;  of 
a  musical  and  prolific  language,  that  gives  a  soul  to  the  ob- 
jects of  sense  and  a  body  to  the  abstractions  of  philosophy. 
Since  the  barriers  of  the  monarchy,  and  even  of  the  capital, 
had  been  trampled  under  foot,  the  various  Barbarians  had 
doubtless  corrupted  the  form  and  substance  of  the  national 
dialect;  and  ample  glossaries  have  been  composed,  to  inter- 
pret a  multitude  of  words  of  Arabic,  Turkish,  Sclavonian, 
Latin,  or  French  origin.'*  But  a  purer  idiom  was  spoken 
in  the  court  and  taught  in  the  college;  and  the  flourishing 
state  of  the  language  is  described,  and  perhaps  embellished, 
by  a  learned  Italian,"  who,  by  a  long  residence  and  noble 
marriage,*'  was  naturalized  at  Constantinople  aboul  thirty 


^  In  this  aooount  of  the  oouhoUb  of  Basil,  Ferrara,  Mtd  FUraaot,  ]  tuMre 
consulted  the  original  acts,  which  fill  the  zviiib  and  ZTfiith  tones  of  tlio  ed^ 
tioa  of  Venice,  and  are  closed  by  the  perspicuous,  though  partial,  history  of 
Aogustia  PMriciuB,  an  Italiaa  of  the  xvth  century.  They  are  digeuted  and 
abridge  by  Dupia  (Biblio.  Ecdes.  xii.),  and  the  contiQuator  of  Ftoury  (xziLk 
and  the  refrpect  of  the  GHllican  church  for  the  advene  pwdee' ooDflnee  thnr 
members  to  an  awkward  moderation. 

*  Id  the  first  attempt,  Ifeuraiue  collected  8.600  GnBOO^Barinroas  words, 
to  which,  ho  a  seoond  SiStion,  he  subjoined  1.800  more;  yet  wlmt  plenteous 
gleanings  did  be  IsSYS  K»  Fortios,  Ducaoge,  Fabrotti,  the  fioUandiste,  etc 
(FSbrle.  BIMiBk,  Onm.  z.  101,  sSn)    Bom*  Psnle  words  nsj  be  fmnd  In 

Xnnophon,  and  some  Latin  ones  in  Plutarch;  and  euch  is  the  llMfKable  effect 
of  war  and  commerce:  but  the  form  and  subetance  of  the  Isngnsgo  were  not 
aflocted  by  tUs  sHght  aUojr. 

The  Life  of  Francis  PhilelphuB,  a  sophist,  proud,  rentleas,  and  rapacions, 
has  been  diiigeatiy  composed  by  Lancelot  (Mem.  de  TAcad.  dee  Inacript.  z. 
0»l-f M).  md  MbMsM  (1st.  ML  LsMsr.  ItsHsM,  tH.  I8t-1M>,  for  Hie  nosl 
part  from  his  own  letters.  His  elaborate  writings,  and  those  of  his  confpm 
poraries,  are  forgotten:  bat  their  fsmiUsr  epistles  still  deecribe  the  men  and 
thttlMM. 

^  Hs  OMnisd  ths  daughtsr  sf  John^  snd  Ui»  fitaiiHq^iMr  si  MmmI 
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jmn  before  the  Turkish  conquest  "The  vulgar  speech/* 
sajB  Philelphus,**  "has  been  depraved  by  the  people,  and 
infected  by  the  multitude  of  strangers  and  merchants  who 
every  day  flock  to  the  city  and  mingle  with  the  inhabitants. 
It  is  from  the  disciples  of  such  a  school  that  the  Latin  lan- 
guage received  the  versions  of  Aristotle  and  Plato;  so  ob- 
scure in  sense,  and  in  spirit  so  poor.  But  the  Greeks  who 
have  escaped  the  oontagion  are  those  whom  we  follow ;  and 
they  alone  are  worthy  of  our  imitation.  In  familiar  dis- 
course they  still  speak  the  tongue  of  Aristophanes  and 
Euripides,  of  the  historians  and  philosophers  of  Athens; 
and  the  style  of  their  writings  is  still  more  elaborate  and 
correct.  The  persons  who,  by  their  birth  and  ofl&ces,  are 
attached  to  the  Byzantine  court,  are  those  who  maintain, 
with  the  least  alloy,  the  ancient  standard  of  elegance  and 
purity;  and  the  native  graces  of  language  most  conspicu- 
ously shine  among  the  noble  matrons,  who  are  excluded 
from  all  intercourse  with  foreigners.  With  foreigners  do 
I  say?  They  live  retired  and  sequestered  from  the  eyes  of 
their  fellow-citizens.  Seldom  are  they  seen  in  the  streets; 
and  when  they  leave  their  houses,  it  is  in  the  dusk  of  even- 
ing, on  visits  to  the  churches  and  their  nearest  kindred.  On 
these  occasions  they  are  on  horseback,  covered  with  a  veil, 
and  encompassed  by  their  parents,  their  husbands,  or  their 
servants."** 

Among  the  Greeks,  a  numerous  and  opulent  clergy  was 
dedicated  to  the  service  of  religion:  their  monks  and  bish- 


GhiyMlofM.  She  was  youag*  iMKitilul,  and  woalt^j;  vaA  bar  noble  tuaUf 
WM  alfied  to  tbtt  DoriM  of  Genoe  and  the  emperoi*  of  Oomtenlioople. 

"  QrsBCi  quibua  lingua  depravat-a  nou  sit  ....  ita  loquuntur  \'ulgo  hAc 
•Uam  (empestaie  ut  Aristophanes  comiciu,  Mil  Kuripides  tragicue,  ut  oraloraa 
names  ut  hiatoriogpraphi  ut  philosophi  ....  litterati  aaleB  homiaea  ot  doetltti 
el  emendatius  ....  Nam  viri  auhci  veterem  sennonis  dignitatem  atque  ele- 
reCiiiebant  in  primiaque  ipee  nobiiea  mulieree;  quibus  cum  nullum 
eaaet  omntno  eum  Tins  peregrinia  commercium,  menu  ille  ac  puma  Gfconm 
aermo  aervabatur  intactus  (Pliilelph.  Epist.  ad  ann.  1461,  apud  Hodium,  pp.  188, 
ISS),  He  obaenrea  in  another  paaaage,  uxor  iUa  mm  Theodora  loeutiooe  ecat 
admodnm  moderatA  et  auaW  el  maxima  AitioA. 

^*  Phiiolphua.  abeurdlj  enougli,  <Mtm  tilia  Ofoak  or  Oriental  Jaaloasf  tnm 
the  mannen  oi  anoieiit  R-ffmn, 
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effm  have  ever  been  distinguished  by  the  gravity  and  auster- 
ity of  their  manners;  nor  woro,  they  diverted,  like  the  Ixitiii 
priests,  by  the  pursuits  and  pleasures  of  a  secular,  and  even 
military,  life.  After  ii  large  deduction  for  the  time  and  tal- 
ents that  were  lost  in  the  devotion,  the  laziness,  and  the  dis- 
cord, of  the  church  and  cloister,  the  more  inquisitive  and 
ambitions  minds  would  explore  the  sacred  and  profane  eru- 
dition of  their  native  language.  Tiio  ecclesiastiea  presided 
over  the  education  of  youth;  the  schools  of  philovsophy  and 
eloquence  were  perpetuated  till  tlie  fall  of  the  empire;  and 
it  may  be  affirmed  tliat  more  books  and  more  knowledge 
were  included  within  tlie  walls  of  Constantinople  than  could 
be  dispersed  over  the  extensive  countries  of  the  West.* 
But  an  important  distinction  has  been  already  noticed:  the 
Greeks  were  stationary  or  retrograde,  while  the  Latins  were 
advancing  with  a  rapid  and  progressive  motion.  The  na- 
tions were  exefted  by  the  spirit  of  independence  and  emula- 
tion; and  eveu  the  little  world  of  the  Italian  states  conUiined 
more  people  and  industry  than  the  decreasing  circle  of  the 
Byzantine  empire.  In  Europe,  the  lower  ranks  of  society 
were  relieved  from  the  yoke  of  feudal  servitude;  and  free- 
dom is  the  first  step  to  curiosity  and  knowledge.  The  use, 
however  rude  and  corrupt,  of  the  Latin  tongue  had  been 
preservetl  by  superstition;  the  universities,  from  Bologna 
to  Oxford,"  were  peopled  with  thousands  of  scholars;  and 
their  misguided  ardor  might  be  directed  to  more  liberal  and 
manly  studies.  In  the  resurrection  of  science,  Italy  was  the 
first  that  cast  away  her  shroud;  and  the  eloquent  Petrarch, 
by  his  lessons  and  his  example,  may  justly  be  applauded  as 
the       harbinger  of  daj.    A  purer  stjle  ol  composition,  a 

*  8ae  the  Bt&ta  of  learning  in  the  xtiith  and  xivth  centuriaBr  in  the  lanad 
and  ludidous  Ifoebehn  (Inetltut  Hiat  Bcele«.  pp.  484-440.  490-494). 

At  tho  end  nf  tlio  Tvth  ocnitiry  tlicrr  r  \istf<l  in  K'lropx-  ahoTit  60  lini- 
yafoitiea,  and  oi  these  the  fonndation  oil  10  or  13  ia  prior  to  the  year  1300.  Thej 
wtK9  cMwdsd  In  prayortlon  t#  Aaff  warafly.  Bbloitaa  cavlMM4  19,M0  Mb* 
4vitB,  chioflv  of  the  Hvil  law.  In  ihf»  vpur  1!?r)7  the  mimbpr  at  Oxford  had 
dtoreaaed  from  aO.OOO  to  6,000  sdiolars  (iieory 'a  liiat  ol  Great  Britain,  iv.  478). 
T«fc  «Pta  <Mp  itwfiit— wipwpior  t»  ftt  fiinMl  Mmf  <l»  —alew  gtf 
tba  oniTentty. 
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more  generous  and  rational  strain  of  sentiment,  flowed  from 
the  study  and  imitation  of  the  writers  of  ancient  Rome ;  and 
tiie  disciples  of  Cicero  and  Virgil  approached,  with  rever- 
enoe  and  love,  the  sanctuary  of  their  Grecian  masters.  In 
the  sack  of  Constantinople,  the  French,  and  even  the  Vene- 
tians, had  despised  and  destroyed  the  works  of  Lysippus 
and  Homer:  the  monuments  of  art  may  be  annihilated  by  a 
single  blow;  but  the  immortal  mind  is  renewed  and  multi- 
plied by  the  copies  of  the  pen;  and  such  copies  it  was  the 
ambition  of  Petrarch  and  his  friends  to  possess  and  under- 
stand. The  arms  of  the  Turks  undoubtedly  pressed  the 
flight  of  the  muses;  yet  we  may  tremble  at  the  tlionght  that 
Greece  might  have  been  overwhelmed,  with  her  schools  and 
libraries,  before  Euroj)e  liad  emerged  from  the  deluge  of 
barbarism;  that  the  seeds  of  science  might  have  been  scat- 
tered by  the  winds,  before  the  Italian  soil  was  prepared  for 
their  cultivation. 

The  most  learned  Italians  of  the  fifteenth  century  have 
confessed  and  apphiuded  the  restoration  of  Greek  literature, 
after  a  long  oblivion  of  many  hundred  years."  Yet  in  that 
country,  and  beyond  the  Alps,  some  names  are  quoted; 
some  profound  scholars,  who,  in  the  darker  ages,  were 
honorably  distinguished  by  their  knowledge  of  the  Greek 
tongue;  and  national  vanity  has  been  loud  in  the  praise  of 
such  rare  examples  of  erudition.  Without  scrutinizing  the 
merit  of  individuals,  truth  must  observe  that  their  science 
is  without  a  cause  and  without  an  effect;  that  it  was  easy  for 
them  to  satisfy  themselves  and  their  more  ignorant  contem- 
poraries; and  that  the  idiom,  which  they  had  so  marvel- 
lously acquired,  was  transcribed  in  few  manuscripts,  and 
was  not  taught  in  any  university  of  the  West,  In  a  corner 
of  Italy,  it  faintly  existed  as  the  popular,  or  at  least  as  the 

"  Of  those  writers  who  profeaaedly  treat  of  the  restoration  of  the  Ghraek 
learning  in  Italj,  the  two  principal  are  Hodius,  Dr.  Humphrey  Hody  (de  GiMS. 
mast.,  Lingn»  OraBcn  Literar.  hitmanior.  InBtaurmtoribus ;  Lond.  1742,  in  larg« 
Svo),  and  Tiraboechi  (Ist  della  Letterat.  Italiana,  364-377,  vii.  112-143).  The 
Oxford  profeesor  is  a  laborious  scholar,  but  th«  Ubniin  «f  Modm  «l||Of«  lilt 
■uptriocitgr    «  modmi  aad  mtioaal  hiitoriMi. 
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eoolariagtioal,  dialeol"  The  flnt  impreation  of  the  Done 
and  Ionic  colonies  has  never  been  completely  erased;  the 
Oalabrian  churches  were  long  attached  to  the  throne  of 
Constantinople;  and  the  monks  of  St.  Basil  pursued  their 
studies  in  Mount  Athos  and  the  schools  of  the  East.  Ca- 
labria was  the  native  country  of  Barlaam  (a.d.  1339),  who 
has  already  appeared  as  a  sectary  and  an  ambassador,  and 
Barlaam  was  the  first  who  reyiyed,  beyond  the  Alps, 
the  memory,  or  at  least  the  writings,  of  Homer.**  He  is 
described,  by  Petrarch  and  Boccace,"  as  a  man  of  a  diminu- 
tive stature,  though  truly  great  in  the  measure  of  learning 
and  genius:  of  a  piercing  discernment,  though  of  a  slow 
and  painful  elocution.  For  many  ages  (as  they  affirm) 
Greece  hud  not  produced  his  equal  in  the  knowledge  of 
history,  grammar,  and  philosophy;  and  his  merit  was  cele- 
brated in  the  attestations  of  the  princes  and  doctors  of  Con- 
stantinople. One  of  these  attestations  is  still  extant;  and 
the  emperor  Cantacuzene,  the  protector  of  his  adversaries, 
is  forced  to  allow  that  Euclid,  Aristotle,  and  Plato  were 
familiar  U)  that  profound  and  subtle  logician. — Cantacuzen. 
1.  ii.  c.  36.  In  the  court  of  Avignon  he  formed  an  intimate 
connection  (a.ix,  1339-1374)  with  Petrarch,"  the  first  of  the 
Latin  scholars;  and  the  desire  of  mutual  instruction  was  the 
principle  of  their  literary  coiumerce.  The  Tuscan  applied 
himself  with  eager  curiosity  and  assiduous  diligence  to  the 
study  of  the  Greek  language;  and,  in  a  laborious  struggle 
with  the  dryness  and  difficulty  of  the  first  rudiments,  he 
began  to  reach  the  sense,  and  to  feel  the  spirit,  of  poets  and 
philosophers  whose  minds  were  congenial  to  his  own.  But 

m 

*  In  Otiabria  qiu»  oUm  magna  Oraecia  dicebatur,  coloniis  Onedt  imileto, 

lemansit  qusedam  lingusB  vctorh  cognitio  (Hodius,  p.  2).  If  il  were  eradicated 
fey  the  Romans  it  was  revived  and  perpetuated  by  the  monks  of  St.  Basil,  who 
iKWsessed  seven  convents  at  Rossano  aione  (Giannone,  Ist.  di  Napoli,  i.  620). 

•*  Ii  Barbari  (says  Petrarch,  the  French  and  Germans)  vix,  non  dicam  libroa 
sed  nomen  Homeri  audiverunt.  Perhape,  in  ihnl  respect,  the  xiiith  oeniurj  was 
less  happy  than  the  age  of  Ohariemagne. 

*  Character  of  Barlaam,  in  Boccace  de  Oeneal.  Deonim,  !.  xr.  c  6. 

**  For  the  connection  of  Petrarch  and  Barlaam,  and  the  two  iaterriews,  al 
ATignoB  In  1SS9.  arid  at  Naplee  in  IMi,  IM  tlw  «bmIImI  Mm.  for  laYia 
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In  WB8  Moft  deprifvd  of  the  sodaty  mid  latmm  al  lUa  im 
lol  MDMtart;  Bttiian  nluqiiidiod  kia  InallMi  tadiaiqr; 
*  «ndy  <m  Ilk  return  to  Groeott,  ke  raihl j  ptOToInd  im 
Bwmnm  oi  fanfttio  iiioiikS)  by  tMmp&ag  to  wibstHiito  tkw 
light  d  VMson  to  tliat  ol  their  navel.  After  a  aepaialMHi 
of  lluee  yean,  the  two  fnends  again  mat  in  Ihe  eoert  of 
Kaplea;  bat  the  generow  pi^il  renonneed  the  faiieat  oooa* 
aioa  of  improvement;  and  by  kia  reeonuBendaAien  Bariaaat 
waa  flnatty  aettled  in  a  email  biidioprie  of  hia  natiTe  Gala* 
bna,**  .The  menifold  erocationB  of  Petesrch^  love  and 
friendahip,  hie  nuriona  oorrespondenee  aod  freqnent  jour* 
neya,  the  Boman  lanrd,  and  hia  elabotato  oompooiHona  in 
proae  and  TerM,  in  Latin  and  Italian,  diverled  him  from  n 
foreign  idiom;  and,  as  he  adranoed  in  Itfe,  the  atlainnMot 
of  the  Greek  language  waa  the  object  of  hie  wiahea  rather 
than  of  Ida  hopea.  When  he  waa  aboni  Mtj  jeam  of  age, 
a  Bysanttne  ambeaiador,  hia  friend^  and  a  maater  of  both 
tongues,  preaented  him  with  a  copy  of  Homer;  and  the 
anawer  of  Petrarch  ia  at  onoe  ezpreaaire  of  hia  eloqnenoa^ 
gratitude,  and  regret  After  edebnrting  the  generoaity  of 
the  donor,  and  the  yalno  of  a  gift  mere  pteeiona,  In  hia  ea* 
timation,  than  gold  or  mbiea,  he  thva  pvooeada:  **Yoas 
present  dt  tiie  gennina  and  original  text  of  the  divine  poeti 
the  fomtain  of  all  inyention,  ia  worthy  of  jounelf  and  of 
me:  yon  hare  f olfiBed  yonr  promiee  and  aatirfed  my  de- 
mzea.  Tot  yonr  liberality  ia.atill  iwperfeet:  with  HoBMr 
yon  ahonld  have  given  me  yonnwif ;  a  guide  who  oonld  lead 
me  into  the  fielda  ol  light,  and  diaeloee  to  my  wondering 
eyee  the  apeciona  mixaolea  of  the  Diad  and  Odyssey.  Bnti 
alas  I  Homer  ia  dnmb,  or  I  am  deaf;  nor  ia  it  in  my  power 
to  enjoy  the  beanty  which  I  poaaeaa.  I  have  aeated  htm  by 
the  aide  of  Phito,  the  prinee  of  poeta  near  tiie  prinee  of  phi- 
loaophera;  and  I  glory  in  the  sight  of  my  illnstrions  gnests. 

"  The  bishopric  to  which  Barlaam  retired  waa  tiie  old  Locri,  in  the  Middle 
Agofl  Sancta  Ojriaca,  aod  hy  oorruptioa  Uieracium,  Oeraoe  (Dkseit.  Ghorog. 
WL  Med.  Mr.  ^  812).  The  divM  OfMi«<  the  Normaa  times  wxn  laprnd  into 
porertv,  sfnoe  even  the  ohareh  HM  fdtr:  ytl  lie  tfWm  fllA  eSHtoiMft  ysai 

iahabitants  (Swinburnei  pi  340). 
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Of  their  immortal  writings,  whatever  had  been  translated 
into  the  Latin  idiom  I  had  already  acquired;  but,  if  there 
be  no  profit,  there  ia  some  pleasure,  in  beholding  these  ven- 
erable Greeks  in  their  proper  and  national  habit.  I  am 
delighted  with  the  aspect  of  Homer;  and  as  often  as  I  em- 
brace the  silent  volume,  I  exclaim,  with  a  sigh,  Illustrious 
bard !  with  what  pleasure  should  I  listen  to  thy  song,  if  my 
sense  of  hearing  were  not  obstructed  and  lost  by  the  death 
of  one  friend,  and  in  the  much-lamented  absence  of  another. 
Nor  do  I  yet  despair ;  and  the  example  of  Cato  suggests  some 
comfort  and  hope,  since  it  was  in  the  last  period  of  age  that 
he  attained  the  knowledge  of  the  Greek  letters.*'" 

The  prize  which  eluded  the  efforts  of  Petrarch  was  ob- 
tained by  the  fortune  and  industry  of  his  friend  Boccace,** 
the  father  of  the  Tuscan  prose.  That  popular  writer,  who 
derives  his  reputation  from  the  Decameron,  a  hundred 
novels  of  pleasantry  and  love,  may  aspire  to  the  more 
serious  praise  of  restoring  in  Italy  the  study  of  the  Greek 
language.  In  the  year  1360,  a  disciple  of  Barlaam,  whose 
name  was  Leo  or  Leontius  Pilatus,  was  detained  in  his  way 
to  Avignon  by  the  advice  and  hospitality  of  Boccace,  who 
lodged  the  stranger  in  his  house,  prevailed  on  the  republic 
of  Florence  to  allow  liim  an  annual  stipend,  and  devoted 
his  leisure  to  the  first  Greek  professor  who  taught  that 
language  in  the  Western  countries  of  Europe.  The  appear- 
ance of  Leo  (a.d.  1360-1368)  might  disgust  the  most  eager 
disciple;  he  was  clothed  in  the  mantle  of  a  philosopher  or  a 
meadioanti  his  countenance  was  hideous;  his  face  was  over- 


"  I  wiU  tTMUcribe  a  paaaAge  ixom  this  «pjstle  of  Patmrch  (FamQ.  ix.  3). 
DoiUMtl  Homernm  noQ  In  alieoum  ▼lolMito  ditto  deriratnm,  led  «k 

ipsis  Orreci  oloquii  scatobris,  et  qualis  divino  illi  protluxit  int^onio  ....  Sine 
tuA  vooo  Uomerus  tuus  apud  mo  matus,  immo  vero  ego  ftpud  Ulum  turdus  sua, 
Ottudm  tMneQ  tol  ftdepeeta  wlo,  m  stepe  fllum  amplextui  fttqiw  aasplrttit  dleo, 

0  magno  vir,  etc 

**  For  the  life  and  writiiiga  of  Boocace,  who  waa  bom  in  1313,  and  died  ia 
im,  VUMTle.  (BIbHo.  LaMoTlfed.  Mr.  L  148.  etc.)  and  TnrixMohl  (r.  88,  489- 
4ftl)  may  be  consulted.  Tho  editions,  versions,  iraitationH  of  his  novels,  are 
innunerabla.  Yet  he  wan  ashamed  to  oommunicate  that  trifling,  and  perhaps 
Mud^MMV^vcd^^  his  wapadriat  Mend,  In  whow  hUwi  tad  aw- 


Digitized  by  Google 


THE  DSOUm  Aim  MEL 


shadowed  with  black  hair;  his  beard  long  and  Tincombed; 
hifl  deportment  rustic;  his  temper  gloomy  and  inconstant; 
nor  oould  he  grace  his  discourse  with  the  ornaments,  or 
even  the  perspicuity,  of  Latin  elocution.  But  his  mind  ' 
was  stored  with  a  treasure  of  Greek  learning:  history  and 
fable,  philosophy  and  grammar,  were  alike  at  his  command; 
and  jie  read  the  poems  of  Homer  in  the  schools  of  Florenoe. 
It  was  from  his  explanation  that  Boocace  composed  and 
transcribed  a  literal  prose  version  of  the  Iliad  and  Odyssey, 
which  satisfied  the  thirst  of  his  friend  Petrarch,  and  whioh 
perhaps,  in  the  succeeding  century,  was  clandestinely  used 
by  Laurentius  Valla,  the  Latin  interpreter.  It  was  from  lat 
narratives  that  the  same  Boccace  collectod  the  materials  for 
bis  treatise  on  the  genealogy  of  the  heathen  gods,  a  irork, 
in  that  age,  of  stupendous  erudition,  and  whioh  he  oetan- 
tationslj  sprinkled  with  Greek  charaotera  and  paoBages,  to 
excite  the  wonder  and  applause  of  his  more  ignorant  read* 
ers.**  The  first  steps  of  learning  are  slow  and  labonous;  no 
more  than  ten  votaries  of  Homer  could  be  enumerated  in  all 
Italy;  and  neither  Home,  nor  Venice,  nor  Naples,  could 
add  a  single  name  to  this  studious  catalogac.  But  their 
numbers  would  have  multiplied,  their  progress  would  have 
been  accelerated,  if  the  inconstant  Leo,  at  the  end  of  three 
jears,  had  not  relinqnished  an  honorable  and  beneficial  sta- 
tion. In  bis  passage,  Petrarch  entertained  him  at  Padua  a 
short  time;  be  eiqoyed  tiie  scholar,  but  was  justly  offended 
with  the  gloomy  and  unsocial  temper  of  the  man.  Discon- 
tented with  the  world  and  with  himself,  Leo  depreciated  iuB 
present  enjoyments,  while  absent  persons  and  objects  WOM 
dear  to  his  imagination.  In  Italy  he  wss  •  Thessalian,  in 
Greece  a  native  of  Calabria;  in  the  company  of  the  Latins 
be  disdsined  their  language,  religion,  and  manners;  no 
sooner  was  be  landed  at  Constantinople  than  be  agaia 

*  Boccaco  indulfes  au  hooest  vanity:  Osteotoiionis  cauaA  Oneoa  carmiaa 
■dnripsi  ....  )ure  utor  meo;  nmam  est  hoc  decu«  mea  fcioria  aeiUMt  Intv 
BtrvMOB  Oraecis  ud  cannmibus.  Konne  ego  fui  qui  Leontiom  Pilatom.  etc  (d» 
OModL  DeotoBi,  L  sr.  a  I,  •  wotk.  wiM^  UKmgh  mom  lomottea,  bm  nn 
Uiroagh  IS  or  U  •dlto^k 
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sighed  for  the  wealth  of  Venice  and  the  elegance  of  Flor- 
ence. His  Italian  friends  were  deaf  to  his  importunity;  he 
depended  on  their  curiosity  and  indulgence,  and  em})arked 
on  a  second  voyage;  but,  on  his  entrance  into  the  Hadriatic, 
the  ship  was  assailed  by  a  tempest,  and  the  unfortunate 
teacher,  who  like  Ulysses  had  fastened  himself  to  the  mast, 
was  struck  dead  by  a  flash  of  lightning.  The  humane  Pe- 
trarch dropped  a  tear  on  his  disaster;  but  he  was  most  anx- 
ious to  learn  whether  some  copy  of  Euripides  or  Sophocles 
might  not  be  saved  from  the  hands  of  the  mariners.** 

But  the  faint  rudiments  of  Greek  learning,  which  Pe- 
trarch had  encouraged  and  Boccace  had  planted,  soon  with- 
ered and  expired.  The  succeeding  generation  was  content 
for  a  while  with  the  improvement  of  Latin  eloquence;  nor 
was  it  before  the  end  of  the  fourteenth  century  that  a  new 
and  perpetual  flame  was  rekindled  in  Italy."  Previous  to 
his  own  journey,  the  emperor  Manuel  despatched  liis  en- 
voys and  orators  to  implore  the  compassion  of  the  Western 
princes.  Of  these  envoys,  the  most  conspicuous,  or  the 
most  learned,  was  Manuel  Ghrysoloras"  (a.d.  1890-1415),  of 
noble  birth,  and  whose  Roman  ancestors  are  supposed  to 
have  migrated  with  the  groat  Constantine.  After  visiting 
the  courts  of  France  and  England,  where  ho  obtained  some 
contributions  and  more  promises,  the  envoy  was  invited  to 
assume  the  office  of  a  professor;  and  Florence  had  again  the 
honor  of  this  second  invitation.  By  his  knowledge,  not 
only  of  the  Greek,  but  of  the  Latin,  tongue,  Chrysoloras 
deserred  the  stipend,  and  suipaased  the  expectation,  of  the 

"  Leontiiu,  or  Leo  Pilatna,  is  sufflciently  oudo  known  by  Hody  (pp.  3-11). 
Mid  th«  AbM  de  Sade  (Vie  de  Petrarque,  iii.  695-4134,  670-673),  who  has  very 
tuppily  caught  the  lively  and  dramatic  manner  of  hia  original. 

**  Dr.  Body  (p.  64)  is  angry  with  Leonard  Aretin,  Guarinus,  Paulus  JotIus, 
eCo.,  for  ■Anntng  that  the  Greek  letters  were  restored  In  Italy  poH  $epHngmkm 
munoa;  as  if,  says  he,  they  had  flourished  till  tho  end  of  tho  viitli  century.  Thcso 
writers  most  probably  reckoned  from  the  hMt  period  <A  the  exarchate:  and  the 
preeenoe  <A  the  Greek  magistrates  and  troops  at  Rarenm  and  Bone  must  have 
preserved,  in  some  degree,  the  use  of  their  native  tongue. 

"  See  the  article  of  Bmanuel,  or  Manuel  Chrysoloras,  in  Hody  (pp.  12-54) 
«idTiraboechi(Tii  113-1 18>.  The  preeise  dftte  of  his  errivil  Ikeie  betweea  Um 
jwrn  IMS      UM^  and  is  €1^  eooflMd         i«%a  of  BoaifMe  EC 
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fepMic:  hu  sbkool  ^tm  frequented  by  a  ofovd  ol  disoiplflB 
of  eFerj  natk  and  age;  and  one  of  tiMse,  in  a  general  his- 
tory, has  desoribed  his  motlTeB  and  his  tnooeaB.  **At  that 
time,"  sajB  Leonard  Aretin,**  "I  was  a  student  of  the  ciyil 
law ;  bat  my  soul  was  inflamed  with  the  lore  of  letters;  and 
I  bestowed  some  appUeation  on  the  sciences  of  logic  and 
rhetoric.  On- the  arrivai  of  Manuel,  I  hesitated  whether  I 
should  desert  my  legal  studies  or  relinquish  this  golden 
opportunity;  and  thus,  in  the  ardor  of  youth,  I  communed 
with  my  own  mind — Wilt  thou  be  wanting  to  thyself  and 
thy  fortune?  Wilt  thou  refuse  to  be  introduced  to  a  famil- 
iar converse  with  Homer,  Plato,  and  Demosthenes?  with 
those  poets,  philosophers,  and  orators  of  whom  such  won- 
ders are  related,  and  who  are  celebrated  by  every  age  us 
the  great  masters  of  human  science?  Of  professors  and 
scholars  in  civi]  law,  a  sufficient  su})p]y  will  always  be 
found  in  our  universities;  l)ut  a  teacher,  and  such  a 
teacher,  of  the  Greek  language,  if  he  once  be  suffered  to 
escape,  may  never  afterward  be  retrieved.  Convinced  by 
these  reasons,  I  gave  my^lf  to  Chrysoloras;  and  so  strong 
was  my  passion  that  the  lessons  which  I  had  imbibed  in 
the  day  were  the  constant  subject  of  my  nightly  dreams."* 
At  the  same  time  and  place,  the  Latin  classics  were  ex- 
plained by  John  of  Ravenna,  the  domestic  pupil  of  Pe- 
trarch:**  the  Italians  who  illustrated  their  age  and  country 
were  formed  in  this  double  school;  and  Florence  became 
the  fruitful  seminary  of  Giteek  and  Roman  erudition. "  The 

The  name  of  AreUnua  has  been  assumed  by  five  or  tfz  naUres  of  Arezao 
in  Tuscany,  of  whom  the  most  famous  and  the  most  woctillesa  lived  In  the  xviih 
century.  LeonarduB  Brunua  Aretinus,  the  diaciple  of  (Buyaolorafl,  was  a  lin- 
guist, an  orator,  and  a  hJstorian,  the  mutlMny  of  four  succesflive  popes, 
tho  chancellor  of  the  republic  of  Florence,  wliere  he  died,  A.D.  1444,  at  the  age 
of  aeventy-tire  (Fabric.  Biblk>.  Med.  ^v.  L  l&O,  eic.  Tiraboachi,  vii  33-38). 
*•  See  tbepenaRo  in  Awtla.  Oo— t.  Ber.  aoe  Vmpam  la  ItrilsflMM^ 

•fad  Hodiiim,  pp.  28-30, 

*  In  ihts  dumc«iic  discipline,  Petrarch,  who  loved  the  youth,  often  c<fli> 
pteinBof  the  eager  curioai^,  reatlesa  temper,  aodfonifedloga,  whidiMHMHS 
tlie  genius  and  ^lory  of  a  riper  age  (Mem.  sur  Petrarque,  iii.  700-709). 

*  Uinc  Grffioe  Latinaiq|ue  aohoJsB  exorUe  aunt,  Ouarino  Philelpho,  Leonardo 
^mUm^  Ovoloqna,  ac^etwyie  aliis  taoqnaB  ex  eqao  Trojuo  prodeuntiboi, 
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presence  of  the  emperor  recalled  Chrysoloras  from  tbe  col- 
lege to  the  court;  but  he  afterward  taught  at  PaTia  and 
Borne  with  equal  indoBtrjand  applause.  Thoimainder  of 
his  life,  about  fifteen  yeaiB,  was  divided  between  Ital j  and 
Gonstantinople,  between  embassies  and  lessons.  In  the 
noble  office  of  enlightening  a  loreign  nation,  the  gramma* 
nan  was  not  nnmindful  of  a  more  sacred  duty  to  his  prince 
and  country;  and  Manuel  Ohzysoloras  died  at  Constance 
on  a  public  mission  from  the  emperor  to  the  council. 

After  his  example,  the  restoration  of  the  Qreek  letters 
in  Italy  was  proaecuted  (a.d.  1400-1600)  bj  a  aeries  of  emi- 
grants,  who  were  destitute  of  fortune,  and  endowed  with 
leaniing,  or  at  least  with  language.  From  the  terror  or  op- 
pression of  the  Turkish  arms,  the  natives  of  Thessalonioa 
and  €k>nstantinopIe  escaped  to  a  land  of  freedom,  curiosity, 
and  wealth.  The  synod  introduced  into  Florence  the  lights 
of  the  Greek  church  and  the  oracles  of  the  Platonic  philos- 
ophy: and  the  fugitiTes  who  adhered  to  the  union  had  the 
double  merit  of  renouncing  their  country,  not  only  for  Ibe 
Christian,  but  for  the  Catholic,  cause.  A  patriot,  who  see* 
rifices  his  party  and  conscience  to  the  allurements  of  fay<yr, 
may  be  possessed,  however,  of  the  private  and  social  vir- 
tues: he  no  longer  hears  the  reproachful  epithets  of  slave 
and  apostate;  and  the  consideration  which  he  acquires 
among  his  new  associates  will  restore  in  his  own  eyes  the 
dignity  of  his  character.  The  prudent  conformity  of  Bes- 
sarion  was  rewarded  with  the  Roman  purple:  he  fixed  his 
remdencc  in  Italy;  and  the  Greek  cardinal,  the  titular  pa* 
triarch  of  Constantinople,  was  respected  as  the  chief  and 
protector  of  his  nation:"  his  abilities  were  exercised  in  the 
legations  of  Bologna,  Venice,  Germany,  and  France;  and 

Bonifacio  IX.),  Another  Italian  writer  adds  the  names  of  PauluH  Petrae  Ver- 
gvrias,  OnmibontiR  Vincentius,  Poggius.  FranctscuB  BarbMtiB,  etc.  Bnt  I  qfiM* 
tkm  whether  a  rigid  chronology  would  Allow  QtigjuHatw^  M  ttuM  fiMWl 
Mholars  (Hodios,  pp.  etc.). 

**  Hodf,  the  Mtiele  of  Besnarion  (pp.  136-171):  TInodore  Own.  Owwgo  i( 
TrrbiTiond,  and  the  roft  of  tho  Greeks  whom  T  hnvo  named  or  omitted,  are 
inserted  in  their  proper  chaptere  of  his  learned  work,  nraboechi,  in  the  lat 
and  ad  parti  ol  tbe  Ttth  tome. 

Vol.  VI.— 4T 
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his  election  to  the  chair  of  St.  Peter  floated  for  a  moment 
on  the  uncertain  breath  of  a  conclave. **  His  ecclesiastical 
honors  diffused  a  splendor  and  pre-eminence  over  his  liter- 
ary merit  and  service:  his  palace  was  a  school;  as  often  as 
the  cardinal  visited  the  Vatican  he  was  attended  by  a  learned 
train  of  both  nations;'"  of  men  applauded  by  themselves 
and  the  public;  and  whose  writings,  now  overspread  with 
dust,  were  popular  and  useful  in  their  own  times.  I  shall 
not  attempt  to  enumerate  the  restorers  of  Grecian  literature 
in  the  fifteenth  century:  and  it  may  be  sufficient  to  mention 
with  gratitude  the  names  of  Theodore  Gaza,  of  George  of 
Trebizond,  of  John  Argyropulus,  and  Demetrius  Chalcocon- 
dyles,  who  taught  their  native  language  in  the  schools  of 
Florence  and  Rome.  Their  labors  were  not  inferior  to  those 
of  Bessarion,  whose  purple  they  revered,  and  whose  fortune 
was  the  secret  ol)ject  of  their  envy.  But  the  lives  of  these 
grammarians  was  humble  and  obscure:  they  had  declined 
the  lucrative  paths  of  the  church;  their  dress  and  manners 
secluded  tliem  from  the  commerce  of  the  world;  and  since 
they  were  confined  to  the  merit,  they  might  be  content  with 
the  rewards,  of  learning.  From  this  character,  Janus  Las- 
caris'*'  will  deserve  an  exception.  His  eloquence,  polite- 
ness, and  Imperial  descent,  recommended  him  to  the  French 
monarchs;  and  in  the  same  cities  he  was  alternately  em- 
ployed to  teach  and  to  negotiate.  Duty  and  interest 
prompted  them  to  cultivate  the  study  of  the  Latin  lan- 
guage; and  the  most  successful  attained  the  faculty  of  writ- 

**  The  cftrdhiata  knocked  at  his  door,  but  his  condaTitI  rafueed  to  intenrupc 
'  the  studies  of  Bessaiioa;  "mdiolas,*'  Mid  he»  "thy  fwpoel  hM  eoit  thM  » 
hat,  and  me  the  tiara.** 

i«  Such  as  George  of  Trebizond,  Theodore  Qaza,  ArgyfOfNilus  Andronicut 

of  Thessftlonica,  Philelphua,  Pogfrius.  Blondtis,  Nicijolas  Perrol,  Valla,  Cam- 
panus,  Platina,  etc  Yiri  (says  Uody,  with  the  pious  zeal  of  a  scholar)  uuilo 
»fo  perifeDri  (p.  15^ 

He  was  bom  before  the  taJrinp:  of  Constantinople,  but  his  honorable  lilo 
was  stretched  far  into  the  zvith  century  (a.d.  1636).  Leo  X.  and  Francis  I. 
were  hto  noUoot  pfttitmo,  nador  whoM  aiupices  ho  founded  the  Greek  coUegM  • 
of  Rome  and  Paris  (Hody,  pp.  247-276).  He  left  pf)sterity  in  France;  but  the 
counts  de  Vintimille,  and  their  numerous  branches,  derive  the  name  of  Lascaris 
fknm  a  doubtful  marriage  in  tlio  xiiMt  tmSMtf  widi  tbo  danghltr  ol  a  GfMk 
mpMW  (DoMBco*  VMS.  B/ttak  pp.  SMf^IO). 
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ing  and  speakiiig  with  fluency  and  elegance  in  a  foreign 
idiom.  But  tbey  ever  retained  the  inveterate  vanity  of 
tfieir  country:  their  praise,  or  at  least  their  esteem,  was  ro- 
Berved  for  the  national  writers,  to  whom  they  owed  their 
lame  and  snbmtence;  and  they  sometimes  betrayed  their 
eontempt  in  licentious  criticism  or  salare  cm  Virgil's  poetry 
and  the  oratory  of  Tuliy.***  The  superiority  ol  these  mas* 
tere  arose  from  the  familiar  use  of  a  living  lanf:^iinge;  and 
their  first  disciples  were  incapable  of  disoemiiig  bow  far  they 
had  degenerated  from  the  knowledge,  and  eren  the  practice, 
of  their  ancestors.  A  vicious  pponnnciation,'"  which  they 
httroduoed,  was  banished  from  the  schools  by  the  reason  of 
the  snceeeding  age.  Of  the  power  of  the  Qtrcek  accents 
they  were  ignorant;  and  those  musical  notes,  which,  from 
an  Attic  tongue,  and  to  an  Attic  ear,  must  have  been  the 
secret  soul  of  harmony,  were  to  their  eye?,  as  to  our  own, 
no  more  than  mute  and  nnmeaning  marks;  in  prose  super- 
fluous, and  troublesome  in  verse.  The  art  of  grammar  tiiey 
truly  possessed:  the  valuable  fragments  of  Apollonius  and 
Httodian  were  transfused  into  their  lessons;  and  their  trea- 
tises of  syntax  and  etymology,  though  devoid  of  philo- 
sophic spirit,  are  still  useful  to  the  Q-reek  student.  In  the 
shipwreek  of  ^e  Byzantine  libraries  each  fugitive  seised 
»  fragment  of  treasure,  a  copy  of  some  antiior,  who,  irilii* 


*'  Two  of  hffl  epigrams  nprninst  VirpH,  and  threo  uinunHt  Tully,  nrp  prwprved 
and  rafutod  by  Frauoiscus  Floridun,  who  can  tiiid  uo  b«iter  names  tiiua  Gru:cuius 
ineptas  et  inrpudeos  (Hody,  p.  274).  In  our  own  times,  au  English  critic  hu 
aoeused  the  iEooid  of  conlVming,  miilta  langnidA,  nngatoria,  spiritft  ot  raaj«>'^tnte 
oarmioiB  heroku  defecta;  man/  such  verse«  as  lie,  the  said  Jereouah  iiarklaud, 
would  have  been  ashamed  of  owning  (prsefat  ad  Btstii  Sjlyafi.  pp.  SI,  91). 

Rmanuol  Ohry"r»!orn-».  and  his  oollejurne",  aro  aocnsed  of  IgnormiKse,  enrv, 
cr  avarioe  (Sylloge,  etc.,  ii.  iii>i.  The  modora  Greeks  pronounoe  the  9  as  a  V 
eonsonan^  and  confound  three  vowele  (i* »  v).  and  several  diphthongs.  Booh  waa 
the  vtilfrar  pronunciation  which  the  stem  GardiniT  rniiinl-iiiiM  bv  {w^nal  -rtatutofi 
in  the  univerat^  o<  Cambrklge:  but  the  monoeviiable  ^i)  repreaeuied  to  au  AlLia 
«ar  Ibe  bleatfaigof  riieapi  aod  a  bell-wether  It  better  evidence  than  a  biabop  or  a 
cliHticellor.  The  treatises  of  thoee  scholar;^,  particularly  P>a8nau8,  who  asserted 
a  more  claaaicai  proQunciation,  are  collected  in  the  By  Huge  of  Uavercaiup  (2 
^oIb.  8to,  Imgd.  Bat.  lYM,  1T40>:  but  it  Is  dMSeuH  to  pafait  aoandi  bj  words; 
and  in  thnir  roforence  to  modem  nae,  tlior  can  be  nnderstood  only  by  their 
respective  ooanttjmen.  We  may  observe  thai  our  pecaUar  proaanaiatiou  of 
tba    tt»  to  apfwa     KiMUi  (B.  m). 
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out  his  industry,  might  have  perished:  the  transcripts  were 
multiplied  by  an  assiduous,  and  sometimes  an  elegant,  pen; 
and  the  text  was  corrected  and  explained  by  their  own  com- 
ments, or  those  of  the  elder  scholiasts.  The  sense,  though 
not  the  spirit,  of  the  Greek  classics,  was  interpreted  to  the 
Latin  world:  the  beauties  of  style  evaporate  in  a  version; 
but  the  judgment  of  Theodore  Gaza  selected  the  more  solid 
works  of  Aristotle  and  Theophrastus,  and  their  natural  his- 
tories of  animals  and  plants  opened  a  rich  fond  of  genuine 
and  experimental  science. 

Yet  the  fleeting  shadows  of  metaphysics  were  pursued 
with  more  curiosity  and  ardor.  After  a  long  oblivion 
Plato  was  revived  in  Italy  b}'  a  venerable  Greek,'**  who 
taught  in  the  house  of  Cosmo  of  Medicis.  While  the  synod 
of  Florence  was  involved  in  theological  debate,  some  ben« 
eficial  consequences  might  flow  from  the  study  of  his  ele- 
gant philosophy;  his  style  is  the  purest  standard  of  the 
Attic  dialect;  and  his  sublime  thoughts  are  sometimes 
adapted  to  familiar  conversation,  and  sometimes  adorned 
with  the  richest  colors  of  poetry  and  eloquence.  The  dia- 
logues of  Plato  are  a  dramatic  picture  of  the  life  and  death 
of  a  sage;  and  as  often  as  he  descends  from  the  clouds,  his 
moral  system  inculcates  the  love  of  truth,  of  our  country, 
and  of  mankind.  The  precept  and  example  of  Socrates 
recommended  a  modest  doubt  and  liberal  inquiry;  and  if 
the  Platonists,  with  blind  devotion,  adored  the  visions  and 
errors  of  their  divine  master,  their  enthusiasm  might  correct 
the  dry,  dogmatic  method  of  the  Peripatetic  school.  So 
equal,  yet  so  opposite,  are  the  merits  of  Plato  and  Aristotle, 
that  they  may  be  balanced  in  endless  controversy;  but  some 
spark  of  freedom  may  be  produced  by  the  collision  of  ad- 
verse servitude.  The  modern  Greeks  were  divided  between 
the  two  sects:  with  more  fury  than  skill  they  fought  under 

Qeorge  0«inlBtii3  Plpfho,  a  various  and  volurulnoua  vrritor,  the  master  of 
Bessarion  and  all  the  PUtouiHts  of  tbe  times.  Ue  visited  Italy  in  bis  old  age, 
»nd  soon  returned  to  end  his  dajs  m  PelopoaiMtiM.  8m  thi  ewfOW  SiMrilW 
«<  Lm  Alktiw  dtt  GMCflli^  in  JlMo.  (WbU^ 

\ 
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the  banner  of  their  leaders ;  and  the  field  of  battle  was  re- 
moved in  their  flight  from  Constantinople  to  Rome.  But 
tiiiB  philosop'iical  debate  soon  degenerated  into  an  angry 
and  personal  quarrel  of  grammarians;  and  Bessarion, 
though  an  advocate  for  Plato,  protected  the  national  honor 
by  interposing  the  advice  and  authority  of  a  mediator.  In 
the  gardens  of  the  Medici,  the  academical  doctrine  was  en* 
joyed  by  the  polite  and  learned:  but  their  philosophic  so- 
ciety was  quickly  dissolved ;  and  if  the  writings  of  the  Attio 
sage  were  perused  in  the  closet,  the  more  powerful  Stagyrite 
continued  to  reign  the  oracle  of  the  church  and  school."* 

I  have  fairly  represented  the  literary  merita  of  the 
O^^ks;  yet  it  must  be  confessed  that  they  were  seconded 
And  surpassed  by  the  ardor  of  the  Latins.  Italy  was  di- 
Tided  into  many  independent  states;  and  at  that  time  it 
was  the  ambition  cxf  princes  and  republics  to  vie  with  eack 
other  in  the  encouragement  and  reward  of  literature,  Tko 
fame  of  Nicholas  the  Fifth"*  (a.d.  1447-1455)  has  not  been 
adequate  to  his  merits.  From  a  plebeian  origin,  he  raised 
himself  by  his  Tirtne  and  learning:  the  character  of  the  man 
prevailed  over  the  interest  of  the  pope;  and  he  sharpened 
those  weapons  which  were  soon  pointed  against  the  Roman 
church."*  He  had  been  the  friend  of  the  most  eminent 
scholars  of  tho  age:  he  became  their  patron;  and  such  was 
the  humility  of  his  manners  that  the  change  was  scarcely 
discemibie  either  to  them  or  to  himself.  If  he  pressed  the 
acceptance  of  a  liberal  gift,  it  was  not  as  the  measoie  of 
desert,  l)iit  as  the  proof  of  benevolence;  and  when  modest 
merit  declined  his  bounty,  '^accept  it,*'  wonid  he  say  with 


The  state  of  the  Fbtontc  phfUMophy  in  Italy  fs  inaBlTaled  by  Boivin  (Mem. 
darActid.  des  Tn-oripf  ii.  715-7!>n)  und  Tiraboschi  (vi.  p.  i.  25<>-28ft). 

Life  of  NicholuH  V.  by  two  coatemporary  antbom,  Jaaottus  Munettua  (iii. 
Pl  ii.  906-863)  and  Vespasian  of  Florence  (xxr.  S6T-S90),  in  the  conection  of 
Murstori;  and  oon»iiU  Tiralmsohi  (vi.  p.  i.  46-ft2,  109)  and  Hodjr  In  the  WtldM 
of  Theodore  Gusui,  George  of  Trebizond.  etc. 

Lord  Bolingbrake  oheenreii.  wHh  inith  and  spirit,  that  the  popes  fa)  this 
inatanro  wcrv  wnr^p  poTiticians  than  tho  mnfMf,  nnd  that  the  charm  which  has 
bonnd  manldnd  for  so  maar  ages  was  broken  by  the  raagidans  themselyee  (Let* 
ten  on  iM  Study  of  Hiai  L  il       8to  dL  Ittf)^ 
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a  consciousness  of  his  own  worth;  **you  will  not  always 
have  a  Nicholas  among  je."    The  influence  of  the  holy  see 
pervaded  Christendom;  and  he  exerted  that  influence  in  the 
search,  not  of  benetices,  but  of  books.    From  the  ruins  of 
the  Byzantine  libraries,  from  the  darkest  monasteries  of  Ger- 
many and  Britain,  he  collected  the  dusty  manuscripts  of  the 
writers  of  antiquity;  and,  wherever  the  original  could  not 
be  removed,  a  faithful  copy  was  transcribed  and  transmitted 
for  his  use.    The  Vatican,  the  old  repository  for  bulls  and 
legends,  for  superstition  and  forgery,  was  daily  replenislied 
with  more  precious  furniture;  and  such  was  the  industry  of 
Nicholas,  that,  in  a  reign  of  eight  years,  he  formed  a  library 
of  5,000  volumes.    To  his  munificence,  the  Latin  world  was 
indebted  for  the  versions  of  Xenoplion,  Diodorus,  Polybius, 
Thucydides,  Herodotus,  and  Appian;  of  Strabo's  geogra- 
phy, of  the  Iliad,  of  the  most  valuable  works  of  Plato  and 
Aristotle,  of  Ptolemy  and  Theophrastus,  and  of  the  fathers 
of  the  Greek  church.    The  example  of  the  Boman  pontiff 
was  preceded  or  imitated  by  a  Florentine  merchant,  who 
governed  the  republic  without  arms  and  without  a  title. 
Cosmo  of  Medicis'""  (a.d.  1428-1492)  was  the  father  of  a 
line  of  princes,  whose  name  and  age  are  almost  synony- 
mous with  the  restoration  of  learning:  his  credit  was  en- 
nobled into  fame;  his  riches  were  dedicated  to  the  service 
of  mankind;  he  corresponded  at  once  with  Cairo  and  Lon- 
don; and  a  cargo  of  Indian  spices  and  Greek  books  was 
often  imported  in  the  same  vessel.    The  genius  and  edu- 
cation of  his  grandson,  Lorenzo,  rendered  him  not  only  a 
patron,  but  a  judge  and  candidate,  in  the  literary  race.  In 
his  palace,  distress  was  entitled  to  relief  and  merit  to  re- 
ward: his  leisure  hours  were  delightfully  spent  in  the  Pla- 
tonif  academy:  he  encouraged  the  emulation  of  Demetrius 
Chalcocondj^les  and  Angelo  Politian;  and  his  active  mis- 


Llterarj-  history  of  Co«mo  and  Txirenzo  of  Mcdicis,  in  Tirabowdll  (▼!.  p. 
i.  L  i.  c.  2),  who  beatows  a  due  measure  of  pnwe  oa  Alphonso  of  AnifEOD,  Idag 
of  HaplM,  lb*  dnkn  of  mbn,  fbmrm,  Uiwim.  «te.  TiM  nfvUio  of  Ytfaloi 
baa  danrred  th»  kit  tow  the  gt«ttoid»  of  Khdiii. 
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Bionary,  Janus  Lascaris,  returned  from  the  East  with  a 
treasure  of  200  manuscripts,  80  of  which  were  as  yet  un- 
known in  the  libraries  of  Europe.'"*  The  rest  of  Italy  was 
animated  by  a  similar  spirit,  and  the  progress  of  the  nation 
repaid  the  liberality  of  her  princes.  The  Latins  held  the 
exclusive  property  of  their  own  literature:  and  these  dis- 
ciples of  Greece  were  soon  capable  of  transmitting  and  im- 
proving the  lessons  which  they  had  imbibed.  After  a  short 
succession  of  foreign  teachers,  the  tide  of  emigration  sub- 
sided; but  the  language  of  Constantinople  was  spread  be- 
yond the  Alps;  and  the  natives  of  France,  Germany,  and 
England,"*  imparted  to  their  country  the  sacred  fire  which 
they  had  kindled  in  the  schools  of  Florence  and  Kome.''^ 
In  the  productions  of  the  mind,  as  in  those  of  the  soil,  the 
gifts  of  nature  are  excelled  by  industry  and  skill:  the  Greek 
authors,  forgotten  on  the  banks  of  the  llissua,  iiave  been  il* 
luBtrated  on  those  of  the  Elbe  and  the  Tliamw:  and  Bessa* 
rion  or  Gaza  might  have  envied  the  superior  science  of  the 
Barhavuuui;  the  accuracy  of  BudAua,  the  taste  of  Erasmus, 
the  copiouBneBs  of  Stephens,  the  erudition  of  Scaliger,  the 
discernment  of  Reiske,  or  of  Bentlej.  On  the  side  of 
the  Latins,  the  discoyerjr  of  piinting  was  a  casual  advan* 
tago:  but  this  osefid  art  has  been  applied  by  Aldus,  and 
his  iniiiunerable  suocessors,  to  peipetoate  and  multiply  the 


Tiraboschi  (vi.  p.  i.  p.  104),  from  the  preface  of  Janus  Lascaris  to  the 
Greek  Anthology,  printed  at  Florence,  1494.  Lateb&nt  (saya  Aldas  in  his  pre* 
face  to  the  Greek  Orators,  apud  Hodium,  p.  240)  in  Atho  Thraciai  monto.  R.h 
Lascaris  ....  in  Ituliam  reportavit  Miserat  euim  ipsum  Laureuiiu.H  lUe 
IMUoee  in  Gneciam  ad  {nquinndos  simul,  fit  qiUtttOflB  emendos  pretio  bMMM 
librofl.  It  is  remarkaUe  tsuoogh,  ihM  thB  iMMtreh  vm  lidlitotod  bj  sultMi 
Bajazet  II. 

"*  The  Greek  language  was  introdaoed  into  imiversity  of  Oxford  in  tha 
last  years  of  the  xvth  century,  by  Grocvn,  Linacer,  and  Latimer,  who  had  all 
studied  at  Florence  under  Demetrius  Chalcooondyles.  Dr.  Knight's  curious  Liia 
of  BruDU.  Although  a  stout  academical  patriot,  he  is  forced  to  Mknowledgi 
IllAtErasmnn  learned  Greek  at  Oxford,  and  taught  it  at  Cambridge. 

The  jealous  Italians  were  desirous  of  keeping  a  monopoly  of  Greek  leanu 
ing.    When  Aldus  was  about  to  publish  the  Greek  eehoUaBts  on  Sophocles  aaS 
Euripides,  Cave  (said  thov),  cave  hoc  facias,  ne  Barhari  istis  adjuti  domi  mane- 
ant,  et  pauoiores  in  Italiam  ventitent  (Knight,  Life  of  £raunu8,  p.  366,  from 
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works  of  antiquity."*  A  single  manuscript  imported  from 
Greece  is  revived  in  10,000  copies;  and  each  copy  is  fairer 
than  the  original.  In  tliis  form,  Homer  and  Plato  would 
peruse  with  more  satisfaction  their  own  writings:  and  their 
scholiasts  miut  resign  the  prize  to  the  labocg  of  our  Western 
editors. 

Before  the  revival  of  classic  literature,  the  Barbarians 
in  Europe  were  immersed  in  ignorance,  and  their  vulgar 
tongues  were  inarked  witli  the  rudeness  and  poverty  of  their 
mauners.  The  students  of  the  more  perfect  idioms  of  Rome 
and  Greece  wi^re  introduced  to  ii  new  world  of  light  and 
science;  to  the  society  of  the  free  and  polished  nations  of 
untiquit}-;  and  to  a  familiar  converse  with  those  immortal 
men  who  spoke  the  sublime  language  of  eloquence  and 
reason.  Sucli  an  intercourse  must  tend  to  refine  the  taste, 
and  to  elevate  the  genius,  of  the  moderns;  and  yet,  from 
the  first  experiment,  it  miirbt  appear  that  the  study  of  the 
ancients  had  given  fetters,  rather  than  wings,  to  the  iiuman 
mind.  However  laudable,  the  spirit  of  imitation  is  of  a  ser- 
vile cast;  and  the  first  disciples  of  the  Greeks  and  Koiaans 
were  a  colony  of  strangers  in  the  midst  of  their  age  and 
country.  The  minute  and  laborious  diligence  which  ex- 
plored the  antiquities  of  remote  times  might  hiive  improved 
or  adorned  the  present  state  of  society:  the  critic  and  meta- 
physician were  the  slaves  of  Aristotle;  the  poets,  historians, 
and  orators  were  proud  to  repeat  the  thoughts  and  words  of 
the  AugusUin  age;  the  works  of  nature  were  observed  with 
the  eyes  of  Pliny  and  Theophrastus ;  and  some  Pagan  vo- 
taries professed  a  sacred  deFoUon  to  the  gods  of  Homer 


^  The  press  o(  Aidaa  Manutng,  %  Bomaa,  was  MtikbUshed  at  Y«nioe  ahoat 
<h«  jear  1494:  he  printed  above  litBf  wnarf— hia  wviifa  ol  Oreek  litenUirSi, 
•ImoBt  all  for  the  flrMt  time ;  several  oontaining  different  tmitifcs  and  autlars, 
and  of  Hcveral  aQUwrs  two^  thrasb  or  iour  editiona  ^bnc  iiiblx>.  Qnac.  xiii. 
p|i.  606.  etc.).  Tel  his  glorr  nrait  nol  taof*  as  to  tegac  that  tho  irat  Chwk 
lx>ok,  the  GrHmmar  of  CVjnstantlne  Lascaris,  waH  printed  at  Milan  in  147<; 
and  that  the  iilorence  Homer  of  XiHA  displays  all  the  luxuiy  of  the  ^po* 

Sraph{«d  wt.  AmaL  Tjpogcuthio  «f  MatMn^  «i  Ite  BAUOh  halnioHy  «f 
e  Burs,  a  knowing  bookseUsr  ol  Bwla. 
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and  Plato.'"  The  Italians  were  oppressed  by  tlie  strength 
and  number  of  their  ancient  auxiliaries:  the  century  after 
the  deaths  of  Petrarch  and  Boccace  was  filled  with  a  crowd 
of  Latin  imitators,  who  decently  repose  on  our  shelves;  but 
in  thill  era  of  learning,  it  will  not  be  easy  to  discern  a  real 
discovery  of  science,  a  work  of  invention  or  eloquence,  in 
the  popular  language  of  the  country."*  But  as  soon  as  it 
had  been  deeply  saturated  with  the  celestial  dew,  the  soil 
was  quickened  into  vegetation  and  life;  the  modem  idioms 
were  refined,  the  classics  of  Athens  and  Home  inspired  a 
pure  taste  and  a  generous  emulation ;  and  in  Italy,  as  after- 
ward in  France  and  England,  the  pleasing  reign  of  poetry 
and  fiction  was  succeeded  by  the  light  of  speculative  and 
experimental  philosophy.  Genius  may  anticipate  the  sea- 
son of  maturity;  but  in  the  education  of  a  people,  as  in 
that  of  an  individual,  memory  must  be  exercised,  before  the 
powers  of  reason  and  fancy  can  be  expanded;  nor  may 
the  artist  hope  to  equal  or  surpass,  till  he  has  learned  to 
iioitate,  the  works  of  his  predecessors. 


I  will  select  three  siii^^ular  examples  of  this  classic  enthusiaam.  1.  At 
the  synod  ol  Florence,  Gemistus  Pletlio  said,  in  familiar  conversation  to  Geoige 
of  Trebieond.  that  in  a  short  tline  mankind  woold  unanfanoasly  renounce  ^ 
Gospel  and  the  Koran  for  a  religion  similnr  to  that  of  the  Oentiles  (Leo  Allatiua, 
apud  Fabric,  x.  751).  2.  Paul  II.  persecuted  the  Roman  academy,  which  had 
Men  founded  by  Pomponius  Lntus;  and  tbe  principal  members  were  accused  of 
heresy,  impiety,  and  Patjanism  (Tiraboschi,  vi,  p.  i.  SI).  3.  In  the  next  cent* 
uiy,  some  scliolara  and  poets  in  France  celebrated  the  sucoess  of  Jodelle's 
tngadj  of  deopntrft,  by  %  fastlval  of  Baeehns,  and»  as  It  is  said,  hy  the  laerifloe 
of  a  goat  (Btt vie,  Diet.  Jodklle.    Ponionelle,  iii.  pp.  Yet  the  spirit  of 

bigotry  might  often  diaoera  a  serious  impiety  in  the  sportive  play  of  fant^^  and 
mulling. 

"*  The  stinMvor  Boccuco  died  in  the  year  1375;  and  we  cannot  pifice  boforo 
1480  the  composition  of  the  Morgante  Maggiore  of  Fuloi,  and  the  Orlando 
Inemontto  of  BoTtido  (TirabOMlii,  vi.  p.  fi.  IH-lf  1). 
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CHAPTER  LXVII 

«Sc/i4sm  of  t}ie  Gmls  (I nil  Latins — Reign  and  Character  of 
Amiirath  the  Serond — Criusade  of  Ladislans,  King  of  Hun- 
garij — Tlis  Dfj'eat  and  DeaUi — John  Huniades — Soander- 
beg — Conetantiiic  PaUeologtLa^  last  Emjperor  of  the  Ea9t 

THE  res})fH'tive  merits  of  Rome  and  Constantinople  are 
compared  and  cel(d)r:ited  by  an  eloquent  Greek,  the 
father  of  the  It;ilian  schools.'  The  view  of  the  an- 
eient  capitnl,  the  seat  of  his  ancestors,  surpassed  the  most 
san<:^uine  (  xpectations  of  Emanuel  Chrysoloras;  and  he  no 
lonjjfT  blamed  the  exclamation  of  an  old  sophist,  that 
Konie  was  the  hal)it;ition,  not  of  men,  but  of  gods.  Those 
gods,  and  tliose  men,  had  long  since  vanished;  but,  to  the 
eye  of  liberal  enthusiasm,  the  majesty  of  ruin  restored 
the  image  of  her  ancient  prosperity.  The  monuments  of 
the  consuls  and  Caesars,  of  the  martyrs  and  apostles,  en- 
gaged on  all  sides  the  curiosity  of  the  philosopher  and  the 
Christian;  and  he  confessed  that  in  every  age  the  arms  and 
the  religion  of  Rome  were  destine-l  reign  over  the  earth. 
While  Chrysoloras  admired  the  venerable  beauties  of  the 
mother,  lie  wa.^^  not  forgetful  of  his  native  country,  her 
fairest  dmiL^'htpr,  her  Imperial  colony;  and  tlie  Byzantine 
patriot  e.\}uitiules.  with  zeal  and  truth,  on  tiie  eternal  ad- 
vantages of  nature,  and  the  more  trnnsitory  glories  of  art 
and  dominiou,  which  adorned,  or  bad  adorned,  the  city  of 


•  The  epistlo  of  Manuel  Chryaoloraa  to  tlm  omperor  John  Pala'ologus  will 
not  offend  the  eye  or  ear  of  a  claiwica]  student  (ad  calcem  Codini  de  Antiq.  C.  P. 
|ip.  lOT-198).  The  snperacrlptloii  suf^geiits  a  ehronologfcal  ramark,  Hiat  John 
Pala*olo(ruH  IT.  was  aPHociatod  in  the  empire  before  the  ytar  1414,  the  date  of 
Cbrysoloraii'H  death.  A  still  earlier  date,  at  least  1408,  is  deduced  from  the  age 
of  his  youngflit  Moa,  DauMtrfiM  and  ThonM,  who  both  f>9rph\frog0iim 
(DooMige,  Am.  BTiaiit  pp.  S44,  UV). 
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Constantino.  Yet  the  perfection  of  the  copy  Btill  redounds 
(as  he  modestly  observes)  to  the  honor  of  the  original,  and 
parents  are  delighted  to  be  renewed,  and  even  excelled,  by 
the  superior  merit  of  their  children.  "Constantinople," 
says  the  orator,  "is  situate  on  a  commanding  point,  be- 
tween Europe  and  Asia,  between  the  Archipelago  and  the 
Euxine.  By  her  interposition,  the  two  seas,  and  the  two 
continents,  are  united  for  the  common  benefit  of  nations; 
and  the  gates  of  commerce  may  be  shut  or  opened  at  her 
command.  The  harbor,  encompassed  on  all  sides  by  the 
sea  and  the  continent,  is  the  most  secure  and  capacious  in 
the  world.  The  walls  and  gates  of  Constantinople  may  be 
compared  with  those  of  Babylon:  the  towers  are  many; 
each  tower  is  a  solid  and  lofty  structure;  and  the  second 
wall,  the  outer  fortification,  would  be  sufficient  for  the  de- 
fence and  dignity  of  an  ordinary  capital.  A  broad  and 
rapid  stream  may  be  introduced  into  the  ditches;  and  the 
artificial  island  may  be  encompassed,  like  Athens/  by  land 
or  water."  Two  strong  and  natural  causes  are  alleged  for 
the  perfection  of  the  model  of  new  Rome.  The  royal 
founder  reigned  over  the  most  iUustrious  nationB  of  the 
globe;  and,  in  the  aeoompliiihment  of  his  designs,  the 
power  of  the  Romans  was  combined  with  the  art  and 
Bcienoe  of  the  Greeks.  Other  cities  have  been  reared  to 
maturity  by  aeeident  and  time;  their  beauties  are  mingled 
with  diBorder  and  deformity;  and  the  inhabitants,  nnwill- 
ing  to  remove  from  their  natal  apot,  are  inoi^ble  of  eor* 
recti ng  the  erroia  of  their  ancestors  and  the  original  yices 
of  aituation  or  climate.  But  the  free  idea  of  Constantinople 
waa  formed  andezecnted  by  a  single  mind;  and  the  primi- 
tive  model  waa  improved  by  the  obedient  zeal  of  the  sub- 
jecta  and  aacceBBors  of  the  first  monarch.  The  adjacent 
idea  were  atoied  with  an  inexhanatible  anpply  of  marble; 

*  Somebody  obsor^od  that  tho  city  of  Athens  might  be  circumDavigaled 

true  in  a  rhetorical  sense  of  Ck>nBtantinople  cannot  be  appUed  to  the  situation 
of  Athens,  five  miles  irom  the  sea,  and  not  interseoted  or  ■urroonded  by  any 
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but  the  various  raaterials  were  transported  from  the  most 
remote  short.s  of  Europe  and  Asia;  and  the  public  and  pri- 
vate buildings,  the  palaces,  churciies,  aqueducts,  cisterns, 
porticoes,  columns,  baths,  and  hippodromes,  were  adapted 
to  the  greatness  of  the  rapitid  of  the  East.  The  supeiiliiity 
i)f  wealth  was  spread  along  the  shores  of  Europe  and  Asia; 
and  the  Byzantine  territory,  as  far  as  the  Euxine,  the  llel- 
*  les])ont,  and  the  long  wall,  miglit  be  considered  as  a  pop- 
ulous suburb  and  a  perpetual  garden.  In  this  flattering 
picture,  the  past  and  the  present,  the  timos  of  prosperity 
and  decay,  are  artfully  confounded;  but  a  siLdi  and  a  con- 
fession escape  from  the  orntor,  that  his  wretched  country 
was  the  shadow  and  sepulchre  of  its  foriinT  self.  The 
works  of  ancient  sculpture  ha<l  lieen  deface(l  by  Christian 
zeal  or  Burbaric  violenre;  the  fairest  structures  were  de- 
molished; and  the  marbles  of  Paros  or  Nuriiidia  were 
burned  for  lin^e  or  applicrl  to  the  meanest  uses.  Oi  many 
a  statue,  the  place  was  marked  by  an  emj>ty  pedestal;  <jf 
many  a  column,  the  size  was  determined  by  a  broken  cap- 
ital ;  the  tombs  of  the  emperors  were  s«'attered  on  the 
ground;  the  stroke  of  time  was  aceclerat^Ml  by  storms  and 
earthquakes;  and  the  vacant  space  was  adorned,  by  vulgar 
tradition,  with  fabulous  monuments  of  gold  and  silver. 
From  these  wonders,  which  lived  only  in  memory  or  be- 
Kef,  he  distinguishes,  however,  the  porphyry  pillar,  the 
column  and  colossus  of  Justinian,'  and  the  church,  more 
especially  the  dome,  of  St.  Sophia;  the  best  conclusion, 
since  it  could  not  be  described  according  to  its  merits,  and 
after  it  no  other  object  could  deserve  to  be  mentioned.  But 
he  forge t.s  that,  a  century  before,  the  trembling  fabrics  of 
the  col(^.sus  and  the  church  had  been  saved  and  supported 
bj  the  timely  care  of  Androuictui  the  Elder.    Thirty  yean 

'  Nicephonn  Gregonis  has  deocribed  the  colosctus  of  Jmttnlan  (L  rii.  1^ 

MbmI  Glrardon ;  and  the  sctilptor  gave  him  the  tnt©  proportions  of  nn  pqiieslrinn 
■IttiM.  Thftt  of  Justiiuaa  was  stiU  visible  U>  Peter  Gjilius,  not  on  the  oolumo, 
taftiatteootiMwd  osartoC  (ktwimli*;  utf  liAWMalOBMlurtinopto  wbm  II 
WM  nwlted  down  and  «Mt  into  a  braM  ouuum  (de  Topag;nphi»€L  F.  L  tt. «.  11)^ 
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after  the  emperor  had  fortified  St.  Sophia  with  two  new  but- 
tresses or  pyramids,  the  enstern  hemiaphere  suddenly  gave 
way;  and  the  images,  the  altars,  and  the  sanctniiry,  were 
crushed  by  the  falling  ruin.  The  mischief,  indeed,  was 
speedily  repaired;  the  rubbish  was  cleared  by  the  incessant 
labor  of  every  rank  and  age;  and  the  poor  remains  of  riches 
and  industry  were  consecrated  by  the  Greeks  to  the  moet 
stately  and  venerable  temple  of  the  East.* 

The  last  hope  of  the  falling  city  and  empire  was  placed 
in  the  harmony  of  the  mother  and  daughter,  in  the  maternal 
tenderness  of  Rome  and  the  filial  obedience  of  Constanti- 
nople. In  the  synod  of  Florence,  the  Greeks  and  Latins 
hsd  embraced,  and  subscribed,  and  promised;  but  these 
signs  of  friendship  (a.d.  1440-1448)  were  perfidious  or 
fruitless;*  and  the  baseless  fabric  of  the  union  vanished 
like  a  dream.*  The  emperor  and  his  prelates  returned 
home  in  the  Venetian  galleys;  but  as  they  touched  at  the 
llorea  and  tbe  isles  of  Corfu  and  Lesbos,  the  eabjects  of 
the  Latins  complained  that  ihe  pretended  union  would  be 
an  instrument  of  oppression.  No  sooner  did  they  land  on 
the  Byzantine  shore  than  thej  were  saluted,  or  rather  as* 
sailed,  with  a  general  murmur  of  aeal  and  discontent.  Bur* 
ing  their  absence,  above  two  years,  the  capital  had  been 
deprived  of  its  civil  and  ecclesiastical  rulers;  fanatioism 
fermented  in  anarchy;  the  most  furious  monks  reigned 
over  the  conscience  of  women  and  bigots;  and  the  hatred 
of  the  Latin  name  was  the  first  principle  of  nature  and  re* 

*  Sec  tho  decay  and  repuirn  of  St.  Soplua.  in  Xiccph.  Gregor.  (1.  vii.  12,  I. 
XV.  2),  The  building  was  propped  by  Androoieui  in  1U17,  the  ea.sterii  hemi- 
aplicre  fell  in  1345.  The  Gret-ks.  in  their  pompmis  rhetoric,  exalt  the  beauty 
and  liuhuejjs  of  the  church,  an  earthly  heaven,  tho  ubodo  of  ungola,  and  of  God 
himself,  etc. 

*  The  genuine  and  original  narratlTo  of  RvropuluH  (pp.  312-351)  opens  the 
achi.sm  from  the  first  ofice  of  tho  Greoka  at  Venico  to  tho  general  oppoaition  at 
Constanlinoplo  of  ihe  clergy  and  p<!oplo. 

*  On  the  schism  of  ronstantinople,  jwo  Phmn7:'\  H  W.  c  17),  Lfionictis  (Thai- 
condyles  (I.  vi.  155).  and  Ducas  (c.  31);  the  Xsmx,  of  whom  writoH  with  truth  and 
freedom.  Among  the  modems  we  may  diHtinguish  the  continuator  of  Plear^ 
(xrxil,  338.  etc  .  401.  420.  pic.),  and  Spondxtm^  (\  r>  1140-1450)  The  penf© 
%A.  the  latter  is  drowned  in  prejudice  iwd  pafiaumy  m  mum  aa  ikuue  and  religion 

•1*8  COBOBIllttd. 


Digitized  by  Google 


446 


THE  DECLINE  AND  FALL 


ligion.  Before  liis  departure  for  Italy,  the  emperor  had 
flattered  the  citj  with  the  assurance  of  a  prompt  relief  and 
a  powerful  succor;  and  the  clergy,  confident  in  their  ortho- 
doxy and  science,  had  promised  themselves  and  their  flocks 
an  easy  victory  over  the  blind  shepherds  of  the  West.  The 
double  disappointment  exasperated  the  Greeks;  the  con- 
BcicTice  of  the  subscribing  prelates  was  awakened;  the  hour 
of  teinpUition  was  past;  and  they  had  more  to  dread  from 
the  public  resentment  than  they  could  hope  from  the  favor 
of  the  emperor  or  the  pope.  Instead  of  justifying  their  con- 
duct, they  deplored  their  weakness,  professed  their  contri- 
tion, and  cast  themselves  on  the  mercy  of  God  and  of  their 
brethren.  To  the  reproachful  question,  what  had  been  the 
event  or  the  use  of  their  Italian  synod?  they  answered  with 
sighs  and  tears,  *'Alas!  we  have  made  a  new  faith;  we  have 
exchanged  piety  for  impiety ;  we  have  betrayed  the  immac- 
ulate  sacrifice;  and  we  are  become  Azymites.''^  (The  Azy- 
mites  were  those  who  celebrated  the  communion  with 
"unleavened  bread;  and  I  must  retract  or  qualify  the  praise 
which  I  have  bestowed  on  the  growing  philosophy  of  the 
times.)  "Alasl  we  have  been  seduced  by  distress,  by 
fraud,  and  by  tlie  hopes  and  fears  of  a  transitory  life.  The 
hand  that  has  signed  the  union  should  be  cut  off:  and  the 
tongue  that  has  pronounced  the  Latin  creed  deserves  to  be 
torn  from  the  root."  The  best  proof  of  their  repentance 
was  an  increase  of  zeal  for  the  most  trivial  rites  and  the 
most  incomprehensible  doctrines;  and  an  absolute  separa- 
tion from  all,  without  excepting  their  prince,  who  preserved 
some  regard  for  honor  and  consistency.  After  the  decease 
of  the  patriarch  Joseph,  the  archbishops  of  Heraclea  and 
Trebizond  had  courage  to  refuse  the  vacant  office;  and  Car- 
dinal Bessarion  preferred  the  warm  and  comfortable  shelter 
of  the  Vatican.  The  choice  of  the  emperor  and  his  clergy 
was  confined  to  Metrophanes  of  Cyzicus:  he  was  consecrated 
in  St.  Sophia,  but  the  temple  was  vacant.  The  cross -bearers 
abdicated  their  service;  the  infection  spread  from  the  city 
to  the  villages;  and  Metrophanes  discharged,  without  effect. 
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BOcne  ecclesiastical  thunders  against  a  nation  of  schismatica. 
The  eyes  of  the  Greeks  were  directed  U)  Mark  of  Ephesos, 
the  champion  of  his  country;  and  the  sufferingn  of  the  holy 
confessor  were  repaid  with  a  tribute  of  admiration  and  ap- 
plause. His  example  and  writings  propagated  the  flame  of 
religious  discord;  age  and  infirmity  soon  removed  hira  from 
the  world;  but  the  gospel  of  Mark  was  not  a  law  of  forgive- 
ness; and  he  requested,  with  his  dying  breath,  that  none  of 
the  adherents  of  iiome  might  attend  Jub  obiequies  or  pray 
lor  his  soul. 

The  schism  was  not  confined  to  the  narrow  limits  of  the 
Byzantine  empire.  Secure  under  the  Mamaluke  sceptre, 
the  three  patriarchs  of  Alexandria,  Antioch,  and  Jemsa- 
lera  assembled  a  numerous  synod;  disowned  tlieir  repre- 
sentatives at  Ferrara  and  Florence;  condemned  the  creed 
and  council  of  the  Latins;  and  threatened  the  emperor  of 
Oonstantinople  with  the  censures  of  the  Eastern  church. 
01  the  sectaries  of  the  Greek  communion,  the  Bussiana 
IPm  the  most  powerful,  ignorant,  and  superstitions.  Their 
piiiiMilB,  the  cardinal  Isidore,  hastened  from  Florence  to 
Koeoow,'  to  reduce  the  independent  nation  imder  the  Bo- 
maa  yoke.  Bat  the  Buiaisn  biahopt  had  been  ednoated  at 
Moimt  AthoB;  and  the  prince  and  people  enubcaoed  the  the- 
ology of  their  pri«8tik  They  were  scandalized  by  the  title, 
the  peeapi  tihe  Latin  cross  of  the  legate,  the  friend  of  those 
impions  men  who  shaved  their  beards,  and  performed  the 
divine  office  with  gloves  on  their  hands  and  rings  on  their 
fingers:  Isidore  was  eondenmed  by  a  synod;  his  person  was 
imprisoned  in  a  monastery;  and  it  was  with  extreme  diffi- 
enhy  that  the  cardinal  could  escape  from  tiie  hands  of  a 
lleice  and  fanatio  people.*  The  Bussiana  xefosed  a  posssge 


^  ilidoTO  WM  metropoUtan  of  Kiow.  but  the  OtMki  aubjcot  to  Poland  bar* 
MnMi<ed  that  ««e©  from  the  ruins  of  Kiow  to  Lembepp,  or  T/»opold  (Herb^^Ktein, 
Ib  BHAUdio,  ii.  127).  On  the  other  hand,  the  RussiaaB  trHnnfurred  their  spiritaal 
«kadieMe  to  the  archbishop,  vrho  became,  ill  1568,  the  patriarch  of  Umoom 
(T^vt-'^qur-.  rrist.  de  Riii<siu,  iii.  188»  190,  from  a  Qreak  II&  ai  Tutai»  har  «k 
laborw  Axchiepiacopi  Araeoii). 
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to  the  missionaries  of  Rome  who  aspired  to  convert  tlie  Pa- 
gans beyond  the  Tanais;'  and  their  refusal  was  justified  by 
the  maxim,  that  the  guilt  of  idolatry  is  less  damnable  tlian 
that  of  schism.  Tlie  errors  of  the  Bohemians  were  excused 
by  their  abhorrence  for  the  pope  ;  and  a  deputation  of  the 
Greek  clergy  solicited  the  friendship  of  those  sanguinary 
entlmsiasts."  While  Eugenius  triumphed  in  the  union  and 
orthodoxy  of  the  Greeks,  his  party  was  contracted  to  the 
walls,  or  rather  to  the  palace,  of  Constantinople.  The  zeal 
of  PalsBologus  had  been  excited  by  interest;  it  was  soon 
cooled  by  opposition:  an  attempt  to  violate  the  national  be- 
lief might  endanger  his  life  and  crown;  nor  could  the  pious 
rebels  be  destitute  of  foreign  and  domestic  aid.  The  sword 
of  his  brother  Demetrius,  who  in  Italy  had  maintained  a 
prudent  and  popular  silence,  was  half  unsheathed  in  the 
cause  of  religion;  and  Amurath,  the  Turkish  sultan,  was 
diH])leased  and  alarmed  by  the  seeming  friendship  of  the 
Greeks  and  Latins. 

**Sultan  Murad  or  Amurath  lived  49,  and  reigned  (a.d. 
1421-1461,  Feb.  9)  30  years,  6  months,  and  8  days.  He  was 
a  just  and  valiant  prince,  of  a  great  soul,  patient  of  labors, 
learned,  merciful,  religious,  charitable;  a  lover  and  encour- 
ager  of  the  studious,  and  of  all  who  excelled  in  any  art  o> 
science;  a  good  emperor,  and  a  great  general.  No  man  ob 
tained  more  or  greater  victories  than  Amurath;  Belgrade 


irom  liie  pfttriarclud  wchiTea.  The  aoenee  of  Fwnra  and  Floreuce  are  described 
hj  igiMNvaoe  and  pMiioii,  bat  the  Bimiaiie  are  credible  In  tiie  aooount  of  their 

#«rn  prejudices. 

*  The  fihamaniiini,  the  ancient  religion  of  the  Samanihana  and  Gjmnoeophiatii 
lUM  been  driyen  hf  the  more  popular  Brabmlnfl  from  India  into  the  northeni 
desorta;  the  niikod  pbilosophora  were  compelled  to  wrap  thcmBelves  in  fur:  but 
they  insensibly  sunk  into  wizards  and  physicians.  The  liordvans  and  Tchere> 
Bdnes  in  the  European  Bmnia  adhere  to  tUs  relif^on,  wfafeh  to  formed  on  the 
earthly  model  of  one  king  or  God,  his  mimstcTB  or  Hugols,  ai)d  tlic  robellious 
■pirits  who  oppose  his  government.  As  these  tribes  ol  the  Volga  have  oo 
images,  thej  might  mon  Justly  retort  on  the  Latin  miailonitiia  fSm  MOM 
idolaters  (Lei^ue^  BkL  OM  PMp.  MOiidt  A  b  Donln.  dta  BnaMt,  i.  IM- 
837.  4as-M0;. 

^  Spoodin.  Ann.  Bodes.  iL  1461.  Ko.  It.  Tha  Spiatie  of  the  Offeeka, 
irilh  a  l«tiii  mrioa,  to  astoat  in  tfaa  colkfa  llhmij  il  Pki«iNw 
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alone  withstood  his  attacks.  Under  hie  reign,  the  soldier 
was  ever  victorious,  the  citizen  rich  and  secure.  If  he  sul)- 
dued  any  country,  his  first  care  was  to  build  mosques  and 
caravanaeras,  hospitals,  and  colleges.  Every  year  he  gave 
1,000  pieces  of  gold  to  the  sons  of  the  prophet;  and  sent 
2,500  to  the  religious  persons  of  Mecca,  Medina,  and  Jeru- 
Balem.""  This  portrait  is  transcribed  from  the  historian 
of  the  Ottoman  empire:  but  the  applause  of  a  servile  and 
superstitious  people  has  been  lavished  on  the  worst  of  ty- 
rants; and  the  virtues  of  a  sultan  are  often  the  vices  most 
useful  to  himself  or  most  agreeable  to  his  suhje(;t8.  A  na- 
tion ignorant  of  the  equal  benefits  of  lil»erty  and  law  must 
be  awed  by  the  flashes  of  arl)itrary  j>ower;  the  cruelty  of  a 
despot  will  assume  the  character  of  justice;  his  profusion, 
of  liberality;  his  obstinacy,  of  firmness.  If  the  most  rea- 
sonable excuse  l>e  rejected,  few  acts  of  obedience  will  be 
found  impossible;  and  guilt  must  tremble  where  innocence 
cannot  always  be  secure.  The  tranquillity  of  the  people, 
and  the  discipline  of  the  troops,  were  best  maintained  by 
perpetual  action  in  the  field;  war  was  the  trade  of  the  Jan- 
izaries: and  those  who  survived  the  peril,  and  divided  the 
spoil,  applauded  the  generous  ambition  of  their  sovereign. 
To  propagate  the  true  religion  was  the  duty  of  a  faithful 
Mussulman:  the  unbelievers  were  his  enemies  and  those  of 
the  prophet;  and,  in  the  hands  of  the  Turks,  the  cimeter 
was  the  only  instrument  of  conversioii.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances, however,  the  justice  and  moderation  of  Amu- 
rath  are  attested  by  his  conduct,  and  acknowledged  by  the 
Ghriatians  themselves;  who  eonsider  a  proaperoui  reign  and 
a  peaceful  death  aa  the  reward  of  his  singular  ments.  In 
the  vigor  of  his  age  and  military  power,  he  seldom  engaged 
in  war  till  he  was  justified  by  a  preYions  and  adequate  jntot. 
ocation:  the  victorious  saltan  was  disarmed  by  auhmission; 
and,  in  the  obsenranee  of  treaties,  his  word  was  inyiolate 


"  Cftntemir.  ITisl.  of  tho  Ofhmnn  Empire,  p.  94.  Murad.  or  Morad,  may  be 
more  correct :  but  1  have  preferred  the  popular  name  to  that  obscure  exigence 
wMdittiawly  lucoMiMtBtfiiMtetlngattOitenMtlntolto 
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•nd  Baored."  The  Hungarians  were  commonly  the  aggres- 
sors; he  was  provoked  by  the  revolt  of  Scanderbeg;  and  the 
perfidious  Caramanian  was  twice  vanquished,  and  twice  par- 
doned, by  the  Ottoman  monarch.  Before  he  invaded  the 
Morea,  Thebes  had  been  surprised  by  the  despot:  in  the 
■  conquest  of  Thessalonica,  the  grandson  of  Bajazet  might 
dispute  the  recent  purchase  of  the  Venetians;  and,  after  the 
first  siege  of  Constantinople,  the  sultan  was  never  tempted, 
by  the  distress,  the  absence,  or  the  injuries  of  Palseologus, 
to  extinguish  the  dying  light  of  the  Byzantine  empire. 

But  the  most  striking  feature  in  the  life  and  cliaracter  of 
Amurath  is  the  double  abdication  of  the  Turkish  throne; 
and,  were  not  his  motives  debased  by  an  alloy  of  supersti- 
tion, we  must  praise  the  royal  philoso})her,"  who,  at  the 
age  of  forty,  could  discern  the  vanity  of  human  greatness. 
Resigning  the  sceptre  to  his  son,  he  retired  (a.d.  1442)  to 
the  pleasant  residence  of  Magnesia;  but  lie  retired  to  the 
society  of  saints  and  hermits.  It  was  not  till  the  fourth 
century  of  the  Hegira  that  the  religion  of  Mahomet  had 
been  corrupted  by  an  institution  so  adverse  to  his  genius; 
but,  in  the  age  of  the  crusades,  the  various  orders  of  Der- 
vishes were  multiplied  by  the  example  of  the  Christian, 
and  even  the  Latin,  monks.'*  The  lord  of  nations  submit- 
ted to  fast,  and  pray,  and  turn  round  in  endless  rotation 
with  the  fanatics,  who  mistook  the  giddiness  of  the  head 
for  the  illumination  of  the  spirit.'*  But  he  was  soon  awak- 
ened from  this  dream  of  enthusiasm  by  the  ILungariaQ  inva- 

'»  Ohalcondyl  (1-  vii.  186,  198),  Ducaa  (c.  33),  and  Marinua  Barletius  (in 
Vit.  ScaDderljeg,  p.  145).  In  hin  (;ood  faith  toward  the  gMTfaMm  of  SletlgiwlB 
be  wa8  a  I088011  and  example  to  his  son  Mahomet. 

I*  Voltaire  (Bssai  sur  THist.  Qener.  e.  80,  p.  283)adm{fe8  (e  PhHo»eflh»  IWn; 
would  he  have  hestowed  the  RHine  praise  on  a  Christian  prince  for  retiring  lo  a 
monastery?    In  )u.s  way,  Voltairo  wan  a  bigot,  an  iutolerant  bigot. 

'*  See  the  articles  Derviaehe,  Fakir,  Nasser,  Rohbaniat,  in  d'Herbelot's  Bibl. 
Orient.  Yet  the  subject  is  superficially  tr^lcd  from  ihe  Persian  and  Arabiaa 
writers.    It  is  among  the  Turks  that  these  orders  have  principally  flourished. 

I*  Ryceut  (in  the  preeent  state  of  the  Otioiil.  Bmpire,  pp.  242-268)  affords 
much  information,  which  he  drew  from  his  personal  conversation  with  the  heads 
of  the  dervishes,  moat  of  whom  ascribed  their  origin  to  the  time  of  Orchan.  He 
does  not  mention  the  Zichida  of  Chalcondylee  (1.  vii.  286),  among  whom  Atnwimft 
ntiradi  fihtt  Bndt  of  ttaM  ^ttiww  mo  tKa  dnernwiirtiiitii  oi  liehomeL 
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Bion;  and  fiis  obedient  son  was  the  foremost  to  urge  the 
public  danger  and  the  wishes  of  the  people.  Under  the 
banner  of  their  veteran  leader,  the  Janizaries  fought  and 
conquered;  but  he  withdrew  (a.d.  1444)  from  the  field  of 
Wama,  again  to  pray,  to  fast,  and  to  turn  round  with  his 
Magnesian  brethren.  These  pious  occupations  were  again 
interrupted  by  the  danger  of  the  state.  A  victorious  army 
disdained  the  inexperience  of  their  youthful  ruler:  the  city 
of  Hadrianople  was  abandoned  to  rapine  and  slaughter; 
and  the  unanimous  divan  implored  hivS  presence  to  appease 
the  tumult,  and  prevent  the  rebellion,  of  the  Janizaries. 
At  the  well  known  voice  of  their  master  they  trembled  and 
obeyed;  and  the  reluetiint  sultan  was  compelled  to  support 
his  splendid  servitude,  till,  at  the  end  of  four  years,  he  was 
(a.d.  1446)  relieved  by  the  angel  of  death.  Age  or  disease, 
misfortune  or  caprice,  have  tempted  several  princes  to  de- 
scend from  the  throne;  and  they  have  had  leisure  to  repent 
of  their  irretrievable  step.  But  Amurath  alone,  in  the  full 
liberty  of  choice,  after  the  trial  of  empire  and  solitude,  has 
repeated  his  preference  of  a  private  life. 

After  the  departure  of  his  Greek  brethren,  Eugeniufl 
liad  not  been  unmindful  of  their  temporal  interest;  and  his 
tender  regard  for  the  Byzantine  empire  was  animated  by  a 
just  apprehension  of  the  Turks,  who  approached,  and  might 
soon  invade,  the  borders  of  Italy.  But  the  spirit  of  the 
cru.sades  had  expired;  and  the  coldness  of  the  Franks  was 
not  less  unreasonable  than  their  headlong  passion.  In  the 
eleventh  century,  a  fanatic  monk  could  precipitate  Europe 
on  Asia  for  the  recovery  of  the  holy  sepulchre;  but,  in  the 
fifteenth,  the  most  pressing  motives  of  religion  and  policy 
were  insulhcient  to  unite  the  Latins  in  the  defence  of  Chris- 
tendom. Germany  was  an  inexhaustible  store-house  of  men 
and  arms:'*  but  that  c()in|»lcx  and  languid  body  rcq^uired  the 

In  a*  ymr  1481,  Qmmnj  raited  40,000  hone,  bmb-aIhuibs,  against  CIm 
HuBfiltea  of  Bohemia  (Lonfant,  Hist,  du  Cioncilo  dc  Baslo,  i.  318).  At  the  siege 
of  Nujs  on  the  Rhine  in  1414,  the  princes,  praUtes,  ftnd  cities  sent  their  respec- 
tfve  quotas ;  sad  th*  bishMi  tt  Munater  (qui  n'sst  pM  dst  plus  grands)  tunmitd 
l,4Mliori^  0^000  loow  all  in  green,  with  1,200  wifiMM.  Th«  anitsd  Mies  o< 
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impaUe  of  a  vigorons  haad;  and  Fredeiio  Ae  TkM  WM 
alike  impotent  ia  Iub  persoiud  character  and  his  Imperial 
dignity.  A  loag  WKt  had  impaired  the  strength,  withoat 
satiating  the  nnimontyi  of  Pranoo  and  England bat 
Phihp,  dake  of  Burgundy,  was  a  rain  and  magaifioent 
prince;  and  he  enjoyed,  without  danger  or  expense,  the 
adventurous  piety  of  his  aubjects,  who  sailed  (a.d  1443), 
in  a  gallant  fleet,  from  the  ooast  of  Flanders  to  the  Helleii- 
poat.  The  maritime  republios  of  Venice  and  Genoa  were 
leiB  remote  from  the  scene  of  acti  on  .  and  their  hostile  fleeli 
were  associated  under  the  standard  of  St.  Peter.  The  king- 
doms of  Hungary  and  Polaud,  which  coTeired,aB  itweie,  iha 
interior  pale  of  the  Latin  ehurch,  were  the  most  neariy  o(m« 
eenied  to  oppose  the  progress  of  the  Turks.  Arms  wm  the 
patrimony  of  the  Scythians  and  Sarmatians,  and  these  na* 
tions  might  appear  equal  to  the  contest,  conld  thej  point, 
against  the  common  foe,  those  swords  that  were  so  wantonly 
drawn  in  bkwdj  and  domestic  quarrels.  Bat  the  same  spirit 
was  adTorse  to  eoaeord  and  obedience:  a  poor  oouatry  and 
a  limited  monarch  are  incapable  of  maintaining  a  standiog 
force;  and  the  loose  bodies  of  Polish  aad  fiungarian  horse 
were  not  armed  witii  the  sentiments  and  weapons  which,  on 
some  occasions,  kava  ghren  irresistible  weight  to  the  Frenok 
ohi?«lry.  Yet,  oa  -tfus  side,  the  designs  of  the  Roman  poa- 
tiil,  and  <^  dkiqaeace  oC  Cardinal  Jidian,  his  legate,  were 
fffoxaoled  %y  ISm  cireumstanoes  <^  the  tiroes;"  hj  the  anioa 
of  tha  two  evowtts  on  the  bead  of  Ladislans,**  a  yoaag  and 

the  king  of  England  and  the  duko  of  fiiugundv  icarod/  equalltd  WM-thicd 
of  thfa  OeroMui  lioet  (Hem.  d»  FUUppe  de  Omaum,  1.  hr.  e.  SI  At  Bwoa^ 
600,000  or  700, 000  mea  are  nmlnuatiwl  in  WMtMit  ptj  wd  adahmlito  4mol|ilna 

Igr  the  powere  of  Geniuuiy. 

**  It  WM  not  tfn  the  year  1444  fhit  France  and  Cngland  eoidd  agree  oa  a 

truoe  of  gome  months  (Rymor'e  Foadora,  and  tho  chronicles  of  both  nationsY 
>^  In  the  Hungarian  cniaade^  Spondan.  (A.Qn.  Ecclea.  AM,  144^  144A)  hn 

Ven  my  leading:  kmUb.    Tfe  YiM  dHi^ntly  read,  and  erfffodty  oompared.  the 

i;n'.''.;  i  j,^  Tiirki-j)i  matorials,  the  histonrmrt  of  Hiinpary,  Poland,  and  the  West. 

U\n  nHrraiive  is  perapieiious;  and  where  he  can  be  free  from  a  reKgtoua  biao^ 

tho  jiidtpnenc  of  8pond««tM  w  not  contemptible. 

'*  [  have  CMirt;iiIcHi  tho  ).  I'-^Ii  lotti-r  (AVIadiftliitiH)  whioli  ni')Ht  writers  affix  to 

hia  name,  eitter  in  oom^iaoce  with  the  Polish  proaun€iaii<»,  or  to  diatingaidi 

MaftQ«MiMUi0takaiMidMM«iA«iais.  TlMlr  «eBpettllsa fwlto 
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ambitious  soldier;  by  tho  valor  of  a  hero,  whoso  name, 
the  name  of  John  Huniadcs,  was  already  popular  among 
the  Christians  and  formidable  to  the  Turks.  An  endless 
treasure  of  pardons  and  indulgences  was  scattered  by  the 
legate;  many  private  warriors  of  France  and  Germany  en> 
listed  under  the  holy  banner;  and  the  crusade  derived  some 
strength,  or  at  least  some  reputation,  from  the  new  allies, 
both  of  Europe  and  Asia.  A  fugitive  despot  of  Servia  ex- 
aggerated the  distress  and  ardor  of  the  Christians  beyond 
the  Danube,  who  would  unanimously  rise  to  vindicate  their 
religion  and  liberty.  The  Greek  emperor,"  with  a  spirit 
unknown  to  his  fathers,  engaged  to  guard  the  Bosphoms, 
and  to  sally  from  Constantinople  at  the  head  of  his  na- 
tional and  mercenary  troops.  The  sultan  of  Caramania" 
annonnced  the  retreat  of  Amurath  and  a  powerful  diversion 
in  the  heart  of  Anatolia;  and,  if  the  fleets  of  the  West 
oould  occupy  at  the  same  moment  the  straits  of  the  Helles- 
ponti  the  Ottoman  monaxehj  would  be  disBerered  and  de- 
stroyed. Heaven  and  earth  must  rejoice  in  the  perdition 
of  the  miscreants;  and  the  legate,  with  pxudelit  ambiguity, 
instilled  the  opinion  of  the  invisiblep  perhaps  the  viaibie, 
aid  of  the  Son  of  God  and  his  divine  Mother. 

Of  the  Polish  and  Hungarian  diets,  a  religions  war  was 
the  unanimous  017;  and  Ladislaus,  after  passing  the  Dan- 
ube, led  an  army  of  his  confederate  subjeots  as  far  as 
Sophia,  the  capital  of  the  Bulgarian  kingdom.  In  this  ex- 
pedition they  obtained  two  signal  victories,  which  were 
justly  ascribed  to  the  yalor  and  condnot  of  Huniades.  In 
the  first,  with  a  vanguard  of  10,000  men,  he  surprised  the 
Turkish  oamp;  in  the  second,  he  yanqnished  and  made 

crown  of  Hungaiy  is  descrfbod  hv  rallimMllM  (L  i  fl.  44V-4SS)^  BonflnilHi 
(deciid.  iii.  L        Spondanua,  and  Lenfani. 

~  The  OTMk  UMoriMw.  Phnosa,  OhaloandrlM.  and  Doom,  a»  not  Morito 
to  their  prince  a  very  active  part  in  th;<^  cmiftda,  wUflh  he  MBS  tl>  bSTO  pro- 
moted by  hia  wishaft,  and  injured  \q  his  fears. 

"  Oirateffifr  (p.  88)  uerlbw  to  Ms  policy  the  orifrinAl  plan,  sod  tfSDterQMi 
liis  animating:  epistle  to  the  Mng  of  Hiin^r}'.  But  the  Mahometitn  powers  aM 
seldom  iofbrmsd  of  the  state  of  CniristeDd<«» ;  and  the  situation  and  ooireepond- 
«a»«f  Iteka^tieffBhoiMBMleaoaiet  ttaawlfttteanifeiaaf  OacMMnia. 
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prisoner  the  most  renowned  of  their  generals,  who  pos- 
sessed the  double  advantage  of  <jronnd  and  numbers.  The 
approach  of  winter,  and  the  natural  and  artificial  obstacles 
of  Mount  Ilfemu!',  arrested  the  progress  of  the  hero,  who 
measured  a  narrow  interval  of  six  days'  march  from  the 
foot  of  the  mountains  to  the  hostile  towers  of  Hadrianople 
and  the  friendly  ca|)ital  of  the  Greek  empire.  The  retreat 
was  undisturbed;  and  the  entrance  into  Buda  was  at  once 
a  military  and  religious  triumph.  An  ecclesiastical  proces- 
sion was  followed  by  the  king  and  his  warriors  on  foot:  he 
nicely  balanced  the  merits  and  rewards  of  the  two  nations; 
and  the  pride  of  conquest  was  blended  with  the  humble 
temper  of  Christianity.  Thirteen  pashas,  nine  standards, 
and  4,000  captives,  were  unquestionable  trophies;  and  as 
all  were  willing  to  believe,  and  none  was  present  to  (  on- 
tradict,  the  crusaders  multiplied,  with  unblushing  (•(•nti- 
dence,  the  myriads  of  Turks  whom  the}'  had  left  on  the 
field  of  battle."  The  most  solid  proof,  and  the  most  salu- 
tary consequence,  of  victory  was  a  deputation  from  the  div^an 
to  solicit  peace,  to  restore  Servia,  to  ransom  the  prisoners, 
and  to  evacuate  the  Hungarian  frontier.  By  this  treaty, 
the  rational  objects  of  the  war  were  obtained:  the  king,  the 
deepot,  and  Hnniades  himself,  in  the  diet  of  Segedin,  were 
saititfied  witii  public  and  private  emolument;  a  truce  of  ten 
jem  was  eoSMslnded;  and  the  followers  of  Jesus  and  Ma- 
bometi  who  swore  on  Gospel  and  the  Koran,  attested 
1ii6  word  of  God  as  the  guardian  of  truth  and  the  avenger 
of  perfidy.  In  the  place  of  the  Gospel,  the  Turkish  minis- 
ters  had  proposed  to  substitute  the  Eucharist,  the  real  pres- 
«nee  of  the  Catholic  deity;  b«t  the  ChristiaDB  refused  to 
profane  their  holy  mysteries;  and  a  supefstitious  conscience 
is  less  forcibly  bound  by  the  spiritual  energy,  than  by  the 
ontwaid  «nd  Tisible  symbola,  of  an  oath.** 

Td  their  letters  to  the  einperer  Frederic  IlL  the  Uuttgarians  slaj  80,000 
"Vurtui  tai  "OVQ  twtilie;  bwt  tiw  modMt  Julian  reduces  the  ebuchter  to  6.000,  or 
rvon  2.000  mAdoto  (jEMM  ^yWhw  la  Burop.  a  «,  mm!  epiet-M,  81,  •pod 
Spondanuml. 
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Daring  the  whole  transaction,  the  cardinal  legate  had 
observed  a  sullen  silence,  unwilling  to  approve,  and  unable 
to  oppose,  the  consent  of  the  king  and  people.  But  the 
diet  was  not  dissolved  before  Julian  was  fortified  by  the 
welcome  intelligence  that  (a.d.  1444)  AnatoUa  was  invaded 
by  the  Caramanian,  and  Thrace  by  the  Greek,  emperor;  that 
the  fleets  of  Genoa,  Venice,  and  Burgundy  were  masters  of 
the  Hellespont;  and  that  the  allies,  informed  of  the  victory, 
and  ignorant  of  the  treaty,  of  Ladislaus,  impatiently  waited 
for  the  return  of  his  victorious  army.  "And  is  it  thus,'* 
exclaimed  the  cardinal,**  *'that  you  will  desert  their  expec- 
tations and  your  own  fortune.  It  is  to  them,  to  your  God, 
and  yoor  fellow  Ohristians,  that  you  have  pledged  your 
faith;  and  that  prior  obligation  annihilates  a  rash  and  sao- 
rilegions  oalh  to  the  enemies  of  Christ.  His  yioar  on  earih 
is  the  Boman  pontiff;  without  whose  sanction  you  can 
neither  promise  nor  perfovnu  In  his  name  I  absolye  joor 
peijtuy  and  sanctify  yonr  aims:  follow  my  footsteps  in  the 
paths  of  gloiy  and  salvatioii;  and,  if  still  ye  have  scruples, 
devolve  on  my  head  the  ponishment  and  the  sin."  This 
mischievons  casuistry  was  seconded  by  his  VMpeotable  char- 
softer  and  the  levity  of  popular  assemblies:  war  was  lesolyed 
on  the  same  spot  where  peace  had  so  lately  been  sworn;  and, 
in  the  execution  of  the  treaty,  the  Turks  were  assaulted  by 
the  Christians;  to  whom,  with  some  reason,  they  might 
apply  the  epithet  of  infidels.  The  falsehood  of  Ladislaus 
to  his  word  and  oath  was  palliated  by  the  religion  of  the 
times:  the  most  perfect,  or  at  least  the  most  popular, 
ezoQse  would  have  been  the  snooess  of  his  anns  and  the 


tfw  Tth  ud  flth  booka  the  iiid  deoad  of  Bonfinius,  who.  hi  hit  dirision  and 
f^le,  copies  Livj  with  toltnbla  ineoan.  OriUnMhiis  (1.  U.  489-iM>  Is  stOl 
■wre  pure  and  authontic. 

I  do  not  pretend  to  warrant  the  literal  aoenraoj'  of  Julian*!  speech,  wbidi 
is  rariouBly  worded  bj  Callimachua  (I  iii.  605),  Bonflnius  (dec  iii.  L  vl.  457), 
and  other  historians,  who  might  indulge  their  own  eloauenoe,  while  they  rep- 
MMni  one  of  the  orators  of  the  age.  But  tfwf  ill  agreotatfaa  adfioft  sod  sign- 
Bsenta  for  perjury,  which  in  the  field  of  controversj  are  fiercely  attacked  by  the 
Protestants,  and  feebly  defended  by  the  Catholics.    The  latter  are  disoounMgsd 
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deliverance  of  the  Eastern  church     But  the  same  treaty 
"which  should  have  bound  his  conscience  had  diminished 
his  strength.     On   the  proclamation   of   the   peace,  the 
French  and  German  volunteers   departed  ^ith  indignant 
murmurs:  the  Poles  were  exhausted  by  distant  warfare, 
and  perhaps  disgusted  with  foreign  command;  and  their 
palatines  accepted  the  first  license  and  hastily  retired  to 
their  provinces  and  castles.     Even  Hungary  was  divided 
by  faction  or  restrained  by  a  laudablo  ecmple;  and  the 
relics  of  the  crusade  that  marched  in  the  second  expedition 
were  reduced  to  an  inadequate  force  of  20,000  men.  A 
Wallachian  chief,  who  joined  the  royal  standard  with  hia 
vassals,  presumed  to  remark  that  their  numbers  did  not 
exceed  the  hunting  r<  tinue  that  sometimes  attended  the 
sultan;  and  the  gift  of  two  horses  of  matohless  speed  mighl 
admonish  Ladislaus  of  his  secret  foresight  of  the  evcnL 
But  the  despot  of  Servia,  after  the  restoration  of  his  ooun> 
try  and  children,  was  tempted   by  the  promise  of  new 
realms;  and  the  inexperience  of  the  king,  the  enthusiasm 
of  the  legate,  and  the  martial  presumption  of  Huniades  him- 
self, were  persnaded  that  every  obstacle  must  yield  to  the 
invincible  yirtne  of  the  sword  and  the  cross.    After  ihm 
pawage  of  the  Danube,  t^  o  roads  might  lead  to  Constanti- 
nople and  tlio  Hellespont;  the  one  direct,  abrapi,  and  diffi« 
etdt|  tluKMigU  the  nuMmtains  of  Hsmus;  the  other  more 
tediovi  and  seonre,  oy«r  a  level  country  and  akmg  the 
shores  of  the  Etudne;  in  which  their  flanks,  according  to 
the  Scythian  disei]^iBe|  might  always  be  coyered  by  a  mov- 
able fortification  of  wagons.    The  latter  was  judiciously 
preferred:  the  Catholics  inarched  through  the  plains  oif 
Balgarie^  Ininiing,  with  wanton  craelty,  the  chorches  and 
Tillages  of  the  Ohrlstiaa  natiTee;  and  their  last  station  was 
St  Wama,  near  the  sea-shore;  on  which  the  defeat  and 
death  of  Ladislans  have  bestowed  •  menorabie  iiaae.'* 


Wurna,  nnder  the  GrPciAn  num^of  Odemun,  wasaeolony  rrf  the  Milesian^ 
which  ther  denoniinalad  Irom  Um  hero  UljaaM  (Celkurius,  i.  a'i'i.  U'AaTiile^ 
1.         ieoorttig  ts  JMIm*9  Mftm  U  tte  mmtm  (pfi  Si^  Sl^  ii  vtL  i 
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It  waa  on  thia  fatal  Bjx)t,  that  (a.D.  1444,  Nov.  10),  in- 
stead of  finding  a  confederate  fleet  to  second  their  opera- 
tions, they  were  alarmed  by  the  approach  of  Amurath 
himself,  who  had  issued  from  his  Magnesian  solitude  and 
transported  the  forces  of  Asia  to  the  defence  of  Europe. 
According  to  some  writers,  the  Greek  emperor  had  been 
awed,  or  seduced,  to  grant  the  passage  of  the  Bosphorus; 
and  an  indelible  stain  of  corruption  is  fixed  on  the  Gen- 
oese, or  the  pope's  nephew,  the  Catholic  admiral,  whose 
mercenary  connivance  betrayed  the  guard  of  the  Helles- 
pont. From  Hadrianople,  ttie  sultan  advanced,  by  hasty 
marches,  at  the  head  of  60,000  men;  and  when  the  car- 
dinal, and  Huniades,  had  taken  a  nearer  survey  of  the 
numbers  and  order  of  the  Turks,  these  ardent  warriors 
proposed  the  tardy  and  impracticable  measure  of  a  retreat. 
The  king  alone  was  resolved  to  conquer  or  die;  and  his  res- 
olution had  almost  been  crowned  with  a  glorious  and  salu- 
tary victory.  The  princes  were  opposite  to  each  other  in 
the  centra;  and  the  Beglerbegs,  or  generals  of  Anatolia  and 
'  Komania,  oommanded  on  the  right  and  lef  l  against  the  ad* 
yerse  divisions  of  the  despot  and  Huniades.  The  Turkish 
wings  were  broken  on  the  first  onsot:  but  the  advantage  was 
fatal ;  and  tho  xaak  Tietora,  in  the  heat  of  the  parouiti  were 
carried  far  away  from  the  annoyance  of  the  enemy  or  the 
support  of  their  friends.  When  Amurath  beheld  the  flight 
of  his  squadrons,  he  despaiied  of  his  fortune  and  that  of  the 
empire:  a  veteran  Janizary  seized  his  horse's  bridle;  and 
he  had  magnanimity  to  pardon  and  leward  the  soldier  who 
dared  to  peiottTe  the  terror,  and  arrest  the  flight,  of  hig 
•OTeieign.  A  copy  of  the  treaty,  the  monument  of  Chris- 
tian perfidy,  had  been  displayed  in  the  front  of  battle;  and 
it  is  said  that  the  saltan  in  his  distress,  lifting  his  eyes 
and  his  hands  to  heaven,  implored  the  protection  ol  the 
0od  of  trath;  and  oaUed  on  the  pfophet  Jesns  hinuelf  to 


Hud»on'B  Ckoj^.),  \\  WM  fiHaate  1,T40  utadiR,  or  fnrlonp«,  frmn  Ih©  rnoath  of  the  • 
Danab*.  1,140  from  Bjaantiuni,  and  360  to  (he  north  iA  a  ridge  or  promontory 
«<  Mmmt  Hmttttt  wbidi  adranoM  into  tiM  ms. 
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avenge  the  impious  mockery  of  his  name  and  reiigiou." 
With  inferior  numbers  and  disordered  ranks,  the  king  of 
Hungary  rushed  forward  in  the  confidence  of  victory,  till 
his  career  was  stopped  by  the  impenetrable  phalanx  of  the 
Janizaries.  If  we  may  credit  the  Ottoman  annals,  his  horse 
was  pierced  by  the  javelin  of  Amurath he  fell  among  the 
spears  of  the  infantry;  and  a  Turkish  soldier  proclaimed 
with  a  loud  voice,  "Hungarians,  behold  the  head  of  your 
king  I"  The  death  of  Ladislaus  was  the  eigual  of  their  de- 
feat. On  his  return  from  an  intemperate  pursuit,  Iluuiadea 
deplored  his  error  and  the  public  loss:  he  strove  to  rescue 
the  royal  body,  till  he  was  overwlielmcd  by  the  tumultuous 
crowd  of  the  victors  and  vanquished;  and  the  last  efforts 
of  his  courage  and  conduct  were  exerted  to  save  the  rem- 
nant of  his  Wallachian  cavalry.  Ten  thousand  Christians 
were  slain  in  the  disjustrous  battle  of  Wama:  the  loss  of  the 
Turks,  more  considerable  in  numbers,  bore  a  smaller  pro- 
portion to  their  total  strength;  yet  the  philosophic  sultiin 
was  not  ashamed  to  confess  that  his  ruin  must  be  the  con- 
sequence of  a  second  and  similar  victory.  At  his  command 
a  column  was  erected  on  the  spot  where  Ladislaus  had 
fallen;  but  the  modest  inscription,  instead  of  accusing  the 
rashness,  recorded  the  valor,  and  bewailed  the  misfortune, 
of  the  Hungarian  youth." 

**  8(NM  OhriBtUm  writers  affirm  that  he  drew  from  hln  boeom  the  host  or 
wafer  on  which  the  treaty  had  not  been  ■«wom.  The  MoHlems  suppose,  with 
totm  aifflplicitj,  an  appeal  to  Ood  and  hia  prophet  Jeaus,  which  ia  likewiaa 
inalniiated  by  CalHmachus  0*  ui<  ^16,  Spondun.  a.d.  1444,  No.  8). 

A  critic  will  always  distrust  these  spolia  opima  of  a  victorious  general, 
to  difficult  for  valor  to  obtain,  so  easy  for  flattery  to  invent  (Canteroir,  p.  90). 
CSallimach.  (L  iii.  517)  more  simply  and  probably  affirms,  supervenientibus 
Janizaris,  telorum  multitudine,  non  tarn  confessus  est,  quam  obrutus. 

Besides  snroe  valuable  hinlfl  from  ^neas  Sylvius,  which  are  diligently 
collected  by  BpondanuH.  our  best  autliorities  are  three  historians  of  the  xvth 
eentory,  Philippua  CallinuuhuH  (do  RoViiiH  a  Vladislao  Polon.  Jilqiic  Iluiigar. 
Base  gestis,  Ubri  iii.  In  T?ol.  Scrip.  Rer.  Hunfrnr.  i.  4M3-518),  Bontlnius  (decad 
HI.  I.  V.  460-467).  and  Chalcocotidyles  (1.  vii.  165-179).  The  first  two  were 
Italians,  but  they  pasnod  their  lives  in  Poland  and  Hung^ury  (Fabric.  Biblio, 
liatin.  Med.  .et  Inflmfe  .^Btafis,  i.  .324.  Vo'jsiua  de  Hist.  I^tin.  1.  iii.  c.  8,  11. 
Bavlo.  Diet.  Bom FINIU8).  A  small  tract  of  Felix  Petandus,  chancellor  of  Segnia 
(md  calcem  Cuspinian.  i»  Omw.  ppk  Tie-t»)»  npNMBtl  tiw  Uwitn  C<  tlw  WIT 
m  Uw  ZTth  oeiitiU7. 
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Before  I  lose  siglit  of  tho  field  of  Warna,  I  am  tempted 

xo  pause  on  the  character  and  story  of  two  principal  actors, 
the  cardinal  Julian  and  John  Iluniades.  Julian**  Csesarini 
was  born  of  a  noble  family  of  Rome:  his  studies  had  em- 
braced both  the  Latin  and  Greek  learning,  both  the  sciences 
of  divinity  and  law;  and  hia  versatile  genius  was  equally 
adapted  to  the  schools,  the  camp,  and  the  court.  No  sooner 
had  he  been  invested  with  the  Roman  purple  than  he  was 
sent  into  Germany  to  arm  the  empire  against  the  rebels  and 
heretics  of  Bohemia.  The  spirit  of  persecution  is  unworthy 
of  a  Christian,  the  military  profession  ill  becomes  a  priest; 
but  the  former  is  excused  by  tho  times,  and  the  latter  wris 
ennobled  by  tiie  courage  of  Julian,  who  stood  dauntless  and 
alone  in  the  disgraceful  flight  of  the  German  host.  As  the 
pope's  legate,  he  opened  the  council  of  Basil;  but  the  pres- 
ident soon  appeared  the  most  strenuous  champion  of  eccle- 
siastical freedom;  and  an  opposition  of  seven  years  was 
conducted  by  his  ability  and  zeal.  After  promoting  tho 
strongest  measures  against  the  authority  and  person  of  Eu- 
genius,  some  secret  motive  of  interest  or  conscience  engaged 
him  to  desert  on  a  sudden  the  popular  party.  The  cardinal 
withdrew  himself  from  Basil  to  Ferrara;  and,  in  the  debates 
of  the  Greeks  and  Latins,  the  t^  o  nations  admired  tho  dex- 
terity of  his  arguments  and  the  depth  of  his  theological  eru- 
dition.* In  his  Hungarian  embaasy  we  have  already  seen 
the  mischievous  effects  of  his  sophistry  and  eloquence, 
which  Julian  himself  was  the  first  victim.  Tlie  cardinal, 
who  performed  the  duties  of  a  priest  and  a  soldier,  was  lost 
in  the  defeat  of  Warna.  Tho  circumstances  of  his  death  are 
variously  related ;  but  it  is  believed  that  a  weighty  incum- 
brance of  gold  impeded  his  flight  ami  tempted  the  crael 
avarice  of  some  Christian  fugitives. 

*  IC.  Lenfuift  bas  daeribed  the  origin  (Hwt  da  Oeadle  d»  BmIo^  i 

eta),  And  Bohrmian  cnmpait^ti  (p.  315),  of  Cardinal  Julian.  HisscrvicM  atBi^ 
and  Fercara*  aad  lu3  unfortunate  end,  are  oecaaionaUj  related  b/  Q|Miiidanui» 
end  the  ooBt^Boator  of  Fleaiy. 

Pyropulud  honorably  pralHea  the  talon tB  of  an  enemy  (p.  117):  rwauTu 
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From  a  hmnble,  or  at  letst  a  doabtfnl,  origin,  the  merit 
of  Joka  Hnniades  promoted  Mm  to  tbe  oonmiaiid  of  the  Him* 
gaiian  annies.  JSLb  father  was  a  Wallaehiaw,  hia  mother  a 
Greek;  her  imknown  race  might  poenbly  aeoend  to  the  em- 
peron  oi  OoDatantiiiople ;  and  the  daiine  of  the  WaUaohiane, 
irith  the  snniame  ol  Oonriiniey  Irooi  the  place  of  his  natiy- 
itj,  might  suggest  a  thin  pretense  for  mingling  his  blood 
with  the  patridaaa  of  ancient  Bome."  In  his  jouth  he 
served  in  the  wan  of  Italy;  and  was  retained,  with  twelve 
horsemen,  by  the  bishop  of  Zagrab:  the  valor  of  the  white 
hnighf*  waa  soon  conspicuous;  he  increased  his  fortunes  by 
a  noble  and  wealthy  marriage;  and,  in  the  defence  of  the 
Hungarian  borders,  he  won  in  the  same  year  three  battles 
against  the  Turks.  By  bis  influence,  Ladislaus  of  Poland 
obtained  the  crown  of  Hungary ;  and  the  important  service 
was  rewarded  by  the  title  and  oUice  of  Waivod  of  Transyl- 
vania. The  first  of  Julian's  crusades  added  two  Turkish 
laurels  on  his  brow;  and  in  the  public  distress  the  fatal 
errors  of  Warna  were  forgotten.  During  the  absence  and 
minority  of  Ladislaus  of  Austria,  the  titular  king,  Hun- 
iades  was  elected  supreme  captain  and  governor  of  Hun- 
gary; and  if  envy  at  first  was  silenced  by  terror,  a  reign  of 
twelve  years  supposes  the  arts  of  policy  as  well  as  of  war. 
Yet  the  idea  of  a  consummate  general  is  not  delineated 
in  his  campaigns;  the  white  knight  fought  with  the  hand 
rather  than  the  head,  as  tiie  chief  of  desultory  Barbarians, 
who  attack  without  fear  and  fly  witiiout  shame;  and  his  mil- 
^.tary  life  is  composed  of  a  romantic  alternative  of  victories 
and  escapes.  By  the  Turks,  who  employed  his  name  to 
frighten  their  perverse  children,  he  was  corruptly  denom- 
inated Jancu$  Lain,  or  the  Wicked:  their  hatred  is  the 

"  BonflnluB,  docad  Hi.  L  fr.  423.  Could  the  Italitm  liii^torinn  pronounce,  or 
fbe  Ung  of  Hungary  hmt,  without  ft  blu8b«  the  alMurd  flattery,  which  con- 
ftmnded  the  name  of  a  Wallachfai  vlllBge  with  ttie  oasnal,  though  glorious,  epithet 
of  a  single  branch  of  the  Valenan  fftmil j  at  Rome? 

"  Phil,  de  Oomin.  (Mem.  1.  ri.  o.  18),  from  the  tradition  of  the  times,  men- 
IIOM  hfm  with  hl|^  enoomiums,  but  under  tbe  whimsical  name  of  the  Oheyalier 
Bhae  de  Yalaii^no  (Talachia).  The  Oreelc  Chalcocond.vL  s,  and  I3b»  TtuUdt 
AliMla  of  Leunciariua,  preaume  to  acouae  hia  fldelitjr  or  vaior. 
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proof  of  their  esteem:  tlie  kingdom  whicli  ho  guarded  was 
inaccessible  to  their  arms;  and  they  felt  him  most  daring 
and  formidable  when  they  fondly  believed  the  captain  And 
his  country  irrecoverably  lost.  Instead  of  confining  himMlf 
to  a  defencdye  war,  four  years  nftcr  the  defeat  of  Wama 
he  again  penetcated  into  the  heart  of  Bulgaria;  and  in  QnQ 
plain  of  Goaaovm  TOitBiRed,  till  the  third  day,  the  shock  of 
the  Ottoman  army,  four  times  more  numerous  than  his  own. 
As  he  fled  alone  through  the  woods  of  Wallachia,  the  heio 
was  surprised  by  two  robbers;  but,  while  thej  disputed  a 
gold  chain  that  bung  at  his  neck,  he  leooTered  his  sword, 
slew  the  one,  terrified  the  other,  and,  after  new  perils  of  cap* 
tiTitj  or  death,  consoled  by  his  presence  an  afflicted  king* 
dom.  Bat  the  hist  and  most  glorious  actkm  of  his  life  was 
the  defence  of  Belgrade  against  the  powers  of  Mahomet  the 
Second  in  person.  Aft«3r  a  siege  of  forty  days  (a.D,  146^ 
Jnlj  22-^e|)i.  4),  the  Turks,  who  had  already  entered  the 
town,  were  compelled  to  retreat;  and  tlie  joyful  nations  eel* 
efanted  Huniadee  and  Belgrade  as  the  bulwarks  of  Chris* 
tendora."  About  a  month  after  this  great  delirerance,  tba 
champion  expired;  and  his  most  splendid  epitaph  is  the  re* 
gret  of  the  Ottoman  prince,  who  sighed  tliat  he  oould  no 
longer  hope  for  revenge  against  tike  single  aatngonist  who 
had  triumphed  oyer  bis  arms.  On  the  first  Tseancj  of  tiio 
tbnnka,  Matthias  Oonrinus,  a  youth  eighteen  yeara  ol  age, 
was  elected  and  crowned  by  the  grateful  Hungarians.  His 
reign  was  pioaparoas  and  long:  Matthias  aspired  to  the 
glorj  of  a  conqueror  and  a  saint;  but  his  purest  merit  is 
the  encoiuagement  of  learning;  and  the  Latin  orators  and 
historians,  who  wwe  inrited  from  Italy  by  the  son,  have 
shed  the  lusire  of  their  eloquenoe  on  the  father's  charaoler.'* 

«  BoBlln.  (dMtd  iO.  L  viii.  4810  MMl  Sppiulaii.  (a.d.  1466,  Not.  Ut), 
VmaMm  tharatf  Khe  ffiwy^H  «w  ditBiim  «r  Migrate  nKk  Ctaahtiwi,  a  n«a^ 

eisean  frinr;  and  In  their  m^pecdve  narratives,  n^Wwr  tte  Mutiwr  ttlftlMra 
cendwoends  to  take  notice  of  bis  rival^a  nerifi. 

"  AnifliL  tecad  fR.  1.  TfH.-deead  tr.  I.  tS.   Ttw  <AHVfeliQM  <if  9potitenM 

on  the  life  and  charnt'tor  of  Matthias  rorvinug  are  curious  and  oriticHl  (a  d. 
1464.  No.  1.  1475.  No.  6.  1476.  Nos.  14-16,  1490.  Noe.  4,  6).  Italian  fame 
was  the  objea  of  hia  vault/.    Oia  aotioiift  an  oelebnled  In  ium  Uyihim  Bfr. 

Digitized  by  Google 


THE  DECLINE  AND  FALL 


In  the  list  of  heroes,  John  Iluniadcs  and  Scanderbeg  are 
commonly  associated:"  and  they  are  both  entitled  to  our 
notice,  since  their  occupation  of  the  Ottoman  arms  delayed 
the  ruin  of  the  Greek  empire.  John  Castriot,  the  father  of 
Scanderbeg,"  was  the  hereditary  prince  of  a  small  district 
of  Epirua  or  Albania,  between  the  mountains  and  the  Ha- 
driatic  Sea.  Unable  to  contend  with  the  sultan's  power, 
Castriot  submitted  to  the  hard  conditions  of  peace  and  trib- 
ute: he  delivered  his  four  sons  as  the  pledges  of  his  fidelity; 
and  the  Christian  youths,  after  receiving  the  mark  of  cir- 
cumcision, were  instructed  in  the  Mahometan  religion,  and 
trained  in  the  arras  and  arts  of  Turkish  policy."  The  three 
elder  brothers  were  confounded  in  the  crowd  of  slaves;  and 
the  poison  to  which  their  deaths  are  ascribed  cannot  be  ver- 
ified or  disproved  by  any  positive  evidence.  Yet  the  sus- 
picion is  in  great  measure  removed  by  the  kind  and  paternal 
treatment  of  George  Castriot,  the  fourth  brother  (a.d.  1404- 
1418,  etc.),  who,  from  his  tender  youth,  displayed  the 
strength  and  spirit  of  a  soldier.  The  successive  overthrow 
of  a  Tartar  and  two  Persians,  who  carried  a  proud  defiance 
to  the  Turkish  court,  recommended  him  t<^  the  favor  of  Am- 
urath,  and  his  Turkish  appellation  of  Scanderbeg  [Iskeuder 
Be^),  or  the  lord  Alexander,  is  an  indelible  memorial  of  his 
glory  and  servitude.  His  father^s  principality  was  reduced 
into  a  province:  but  the  loss  was  compensated  by  the  rank 


Hangar,  (pp.  333-412)  of  Peter  Rausanus,  a  Sicilian.  IT  is  wise  and  facetious 
eayinprs  are  reentered  by  Galestus  Martius  of  Nam)  (528-568):  and  we  have 
ft  particular  narrative  of  his  wedding  and  curonation.  Tlicae  three  tracts  are  all 
contained  ia       Ist  vol.  of  Bel's  SrrSpt.  Rer.  Ilungar, 

They  arc  ranked  by  Sir  \V.  Temple,  in  hia  pleasing  Kflway  on  Heroic  Virtue 
(Works,  iii.  385),  among  tliu  seven  chiefs  who  have  deecrved,  without  wearing, 
a  royal  crown;  Belisarius,  Narses,  Gonsulvo  of  Cordova,  William,  first  prinos 
of  Orange,  Alejcaiider»  duko  ot  Fftnn%  Jolm  HoniadM,  Mtd  tieoige  OMtnot^  or 
Scanderbeg. 

I  could  wish  for  some  simple,  aatheotia  memoirt  of  a  friend  of  Scander- 
beg, which  would  introdnce  me  to  the  man,  the  time,  Hnd  the  place.  In  the  old 
and  national  history  of  Marinua  Barletius,  a  priest  of  Scodra  (do  Yitd,  Moribus, 
et  Rebus  geatis  Oeorgii  r^strioti,  ale.,  lOM  zttt  p,  367.  AlfeDtorat.  1637,  in 
foL),  his  gaudy  and  cumbersome  robee  ere  atOtt  with  BMBJ  idae  jewela. 
Chalcooondyles.  I.  vii.  186,  L  viii.  329. 

"  His  circumcision,  edooatkm,  ele.,  we  iMikad  bj  MaitauM  witfi  1»ai4tj 
end  reluotaBce  ^  L  6). 
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and  title  of  Saajiak,  a  command  of  5,000  horse,  and  the 
prospect  of  the  first  dignities  of  the  empire.  He  served 
with  honor  in  the  wars  of  Europe  and  Asia;  and  we  may 
smile  at  the  art  or  credulity  of  the  historian,  who  supposes 
that  in  every  encounter  he  spared  the  Christians,  while  he 
fell  with  a  thundering  arm  on  his  Mussulman  foes.  The 
glory  of  Huniades  is  without  reproach;  he  fought  in  the 
defence  of  his  religion  and  country;  but  the  enemies  who 
applaud  the  patriot  have  branded  his  rival  with  the  name 
of  traitor  and  apostate.  In  the  eyes  of  the  Christians,  the 
rebellion  of  Scanderbeg  is  justified  by  his  father's  wrongs, 
the  ambiguous  death  of  his  three  brothers,  his  own  degrada- 
tion, and  the  slavery  of  his  country;  and  they  adore  the 
generous,  though  tardy,  zeal  with  which  he  asserted  the 
faith  and  independence  of  his  ancestors.  But  he  had  im- 
bibed from  his  ninth  year  the  doctrines  of  the  Koran;  he 
was  ignorant  of  the  Gospel;  the  religion  of  a  soldier  is  de- 
termined by  authority  and  habit;  nor  is  it  easy  to  conceive 
what  new  illumination  at  the  age  of  forty"  could  be  poured 
into  his  soul.  His  motives  would  be  less  exposed  to  the 
suspicion  of  interest  or  revenge  had  he  broken  his  chain 
from  the  moment  that  he  was  sensible  of  its  weight:  but  a 
long  oblivion  had  surely  impaired  his  original  right;  and 
every  year  of  obedience  and  reward  had  cemented  the  mu- 
tual bond  of  the  sultan  and  his  subject.  If  Scanderbeg  had 
long  harbored  the  belief  of  Christianity  and  the  intention 
of  revolt,  a  worthy  mind  must  condemn  the  base  dissimula- 
tion, that  could  serve  only  to  betray,  that  could  promise 
only  to  be  forsworn,  that  could  actively  join  in  the  tem- 
poral and  spiritual  perdition  of  so  many  thousands  of  his 
unhappy  brethren.  Shall  we  praise  a  secret  correspondence 
with  Huniades,  while  he  commanded  the  yangoard  of  the 

*  fiinoe  Scanderbeg  died  1466,  in  tlie  63d  jeer  oi  hb  age  QCarin.  L  xifi. 
SfOX  li»  was  bora  In  1408;  ainott  he  wm  torn  from  his  pennti  n^  fhe  Tnzta 
when  he  whs  novennis  (Marin.  1.  i.  1,  6),  that  event  must  havo  happened  in 
1412,  nine  yoan  tiefore  the  aooeesion  of  Amormfch  IL,  who  must  have  inherited, 
nol  •equired,  tlm  AlbtolMi  BpmnHam,  hm  tmamHuA  ttdi  IncoMfalanay, 

A.D.  lai.  So.  81,  14i8»  Va  14 
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Turkish  army?  shall  we  excuBe  the  desertion  of  his  stand- 
ard,  a  treacherous  desertion  which  abandoned  the  victory 
to  the  enemiBB  of  his  benefactor?  In  the  confusion  of  a  de- 
feat, the  eye  of  Scanderbeg  was  lixed  on  the  Reis  Kffendi 
or  principal  secretary:  with  a  dagger  at  his  breast  lie  ex- 
torted a  firman  or  patent  for  the  government  of  Albania; 
and  the  murder  of  the  guiltless  seiibc  and  his  train  pre- 
vented the  consequences  of  an  iininediate  discovery.  With 
some  bold  coiupunions,  to  whom  he  had  revealed  his  design 
(a.d.  1443,  Nov.  28),  he  escaped  in  the  night,  by  rapid 
marches,  from  the  held  of  battle  to  his  paternal  mountains. 
The  gates  of  Oroya  were  opened  to  the  royal  mandate;  and 
no  sooner  did  he  command  the  fortress  thun  George  Castriot 
dropped  the  musk  of  dissimulation;  abjured  the  prophet  and 
the  sultan,  and  proclaimed  himself  the  avenger  of  bis  family 
and  tjountry.  Tlie  names  of  religion  and  liberty  provoked 
a  general  revolt:  the  Albanians,  a  martial  race,  were  unan- 
imous to  live  and  die  with  their  hereditary  prince;  and  the 
Ottoman  garrisons  were  indulged  in  the  choice  of  martyr- 
dova  or  baptism.  In  the  assembly  of  the  sUites  of  Kpirus, 
Scanderbeg  was  elected  general  of  the  Turkish  war;  and 
each  of  the  allies  engaged  to  furnish  his  respective  propor- 
tion of  men  and  money.  From  those  contributions,  from 
his  patrimonial  estate,  and  from  the  valuable  saltpits  of 
Selina,  he  drew  an  annual  revenue  of  200,000  ducats;"  and 
the  entire  sura,  exempt  from  the  demands  of  luxury,  was 
strictly  appropriated  to  the  public  use.  His  manners  were 
popular;  but  his  discipline  was  severe;  and  every  superflu- 
ous vice  was  banished  from  his  camp:  his  example  strength- 
ened his  command;  and,  under  his  conduct,  the  Albanians 
were  invincible  in  their  own  opinion  and  that  of  their  en- 
emies. The  bravest  adventurers  of  France  and  Germany 
were  allured  by  his  fame  and  retained  in  his  service:  his 
standing  militia  consisted  of  8,000  horse  and  7,000  foot;  the 
horses  were  small,  the  men  were  active:  but  he  viewed  with 
a  discerning  eye  the  difficulties  and  resources  of  the  moua- 

"  Wm  reveaiM  and  lorces  «ra  lucU^  glwa  iy  Mainni  (1  IL 
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tains;  and,  at  the  blaze  of  the  beacons,  the  whole  nation  was 
distributed  in  the  atrongest  posts.  With  sueh  unequal  arms, 
Scanderbeg  resisted  twenty-three  years  the  powers  of  the 
Ottoman  empire;  and  two  conquerors,  Amurath  the  Second, 
and  his  greater  son,  were  repeatedly  baffled  by  a  rebel  whom 
they  pursued  with  seeming  contempt  and  implacable  resent- 
ment. At  the  head  of  60, (KX)  horse  and  40,000  Janizaries, 
Amurath  entered  Albania;  he  might  ravage  the  open  coun- 
try, occupy  the  defenceless  towns,  convert  tlie  churches  into 
mosques,  circumcise  the  Christian  youths,  and  punish  with 
death  his  adult  and  obstinate  captives:  but  the  conquests  of 
the  sultan  were  confined  to  the  petty  fortress  of  Sfetigrade; 
and  the  garrison,  invincible  to  his  arms,  was  oppressed  by 
a  paltry  artifice  and  a  superstitious  scruple.**  Amurath  re- 
tired with  shame  and  loss  from  the  walls  of  Oroya,  the  castle 
and  residence  of  the  Castriots;  the  march,  the  siege,  the  re- 
treat, were  harassed  by  a  vexatious,  and  almost  invisible, 
adversary;*'  and  the  disappointment  might  tend  to  imbit- 
ter,  perhaps  to  shorten,  the  last  days  of  the  sultan."  In  the 
fulness  of  conquest,  Mahomet  the  Second  still  felt  at  his 
bosom  this  domestic  thorn:  his  lieutenants  were  permitted 
to  negotiate  a  truce;  and  the  Albanian  prince  may  justly 
be  praised  as  a  firm  and  able  champion  of  his  national  in- 
dependence. The  enthusiasm  of  chivalry  and  religion  has 
ranked  him  with  the  names  of  Alexander  and  Pyrrhus; 
nor  would  they  blush  to  acknowledge  their  intrepid  coun- 
tryman: but  his  narrow  dominion,  and  slender  powers, 
must  leave  him  at  a  humble  distance  below  the  heroes  of 
antiquity,  who  triumphed  over  the  East  and  the  Boman 

^  Tliere  were  two  Dibras,  the  upper  and  km«r,  fhe  Bttlgarian  and  Altanlaa: 

the  former,  70  miles  from  Oroya  fl.  i.  p.  17),  was  contiffuous  to  tliP  fortr*>«»<  of 
Sfetigrade,  whose  iahabitaots  refused  to  drink  from  a  well  into  which  a  dead 
dog  had  traitorously  been  cast  (L  ^-  ^^^)-  ^        >^^P  Bptnis. 

Compare  the  Turkish  narrative  of  Oantpmir  (p.  92),  with  the  pompoim  and 
prolix  declamation  in  books  4,  5,  6  of  the  Albanian  priest,  who  has  been  copied 
07  the  tribe  of  strangers  and  modems. 

**  In  honor  of  his  hero,  Barlotius  (1.  vi.  188)  kills  the  sultan,  by  diseaM 
indeed,  under  the  walla  of  Oroya.  But  thia  audacious  fiction  is  disproved  by  the 
Greeks  and  Tmks,  wbo  agvM  la  tiie  tiiM  and  mtamt  ol  Aamnitti't  detth  at 
Hartriamopto. 
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legions.  His  splendid  achievement?,  the  pashas  whom  he 
encountered,  the  armies  that  he  discomfited,  and  the  8,000 
Turks  who  were  slain  by  his  single  hand,  mnst  be  weighed 
in  the  scales  of  suspicions  criticism.  Against  an  illiterate 
enemy,  and  in  the  dark  solitude  of  Epirus,  his  partial  biog- 
raphers may  safely  indulge  the  latitude  of  romance;  but 
tlieir  fictions  are  exposed  by  the  light  of  Italian  history; 
and  they  afford  a  strong  presumption  against  their  own 
truth,  by  a  fabulous  talo  of  his  exploits,  wlien  he  passed 
the  Iladriatic  with  800  horse  to  the  succor  of  the  king  of 
Kaples."  Without  disparagement  to  his  fame,  they  might 
have  owned  that  he  was  finally  oppressed  by  the  Ottoman 
powers:  in  his  extreme  danger,  he  applied  to  Pope  Pius 
the  Second  for  a  refuge  in  the  ecclesiastical  state;  and  his 
resources  were  almost  exhausted,  since  Scanderbeg  died 
(A.D.  1467,  Jan.  17)  a  fugitive  at  Lissus  on  the  Venetian 
territory.**  His  sepulchre  was  soon  violated  by  the  Turk- 
ish conquerors;  but  the  Janizaries,  who  wore  his  bones  en- 
chased in  a  bracelet,  declared,  by  this  superstitious  amulet, 
their  involuntary  reverence  for  his  valor.  The  instant  ruin 
of  his  country  may  redound  to  the  hero's  glory;  yet,  had  he 
balanced  the  consequences  of  submission  and  resistance,  a 
patriot  perhaps  would  have  declined  the  unequal  contest 
which  must  depend  on  the  life  and  genius  of  one  man. 
Scanderbeg  might  indeed  be  supported  by  the  rational, 
though  fallacious,  hope  that  the  pope,  the  king  of  Naples, 
and  the  Venetian  republic,  would  join  in  the  defence  of  a 
free  and  Christian  people,  who  guarded  the  sea-coast  of  the 

"  See  the  marvelH  of  hia  Calabrian  expedition  in  books  9,  10  of  ICarinoa 
Barleiius,  which  may  be  rectified  by  the  tesCiinonT  or  silence  of  Murelori  (Ana. 
d'ltiil.  liii.  291),  and  his  orivnnal  uuthors  (Joli.  Simoneitrt  de  Reb.  Franciad 
Sfortiie,  in  Murat  Scrip,  Eer.  lul.  xxx.  p.  7  2d,  et  alio«).  The  Albantaa  CBTalty^ 
under  the  name  of  StrmdktB,  aoon  iMeaoM  ftmoM  in  tte  fm  oT  IMf  (Man.  is 
OoaineA.  1.  viit.  c.  6). 

^  SpondaauB.  from  the  beat  evidence  and  the  meet  rational  criticiftm,  hat 
leduced  the  giant  Scanderbeg  to  the  human  ■fte(A.D.  1491,  "So.  tO.  1463.  No. 
9,  1465,  No8.  12,  13,  1487,  No.  1).  His  own  letter  to  the  popp.  and  the  testi- 
mony of  Phraoia  (1.  iii.  c.  38),  a  refugee  in  Uie  neighbormg  iale  of  Corfu, 
dtmonstrate  Ms  iMl  IlifcMi,  whMi  It  •wliwdly  wmwaUd  \f  WhAbom  BW' 
leauB  (U  z.). 
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Hailriatic  and  the  narrow  passage  from  Greece  to  Italy.  His 
infant  son  was  saved  from  the  national  shipwreck;  the  Cas- 
triots**  were  invested  with  a  Neapolitan  dukedom,  and  their 
blood  continues  to  flow  in  the  noblest  families  of  the  realm. 
A  colony  of  Albanian  fugitives  obtained  a  settlement  ia 
Calabria,  and  they  preserve  at  this  day  the  language  and 
manners  of  their  ancestors.** 

In  the  long  career  of  the  decline  and  fall  of  the  Roman 
empire,  I  have  reached  at  length  the  last  reign  of  the 
princes  of  Constantinople,  who  so  feebly  sustained  the 
name  and  majesty  of  the  Csesars.  On  the  decease  of  John  * 
Paleeologus,  who  survived  about  four  years  the  Hungarian 
crusade,"  the  royal  family,  by  the  death  of  Andronicus 
and  the  monastic  profession  of  Isidore,  was  reduced  to 
three  princes,  Constantme,  Demetrius,  and  Thomas,  the 
surviving  sons  of  the  emperor  Manuel.  Of  these  the  first 
and  the  last  were  far  distant  in  the  Morea;  but  Demetrius 
(a.d.  1453,  May  29),  who  possessed  the  domain  of  Selybria, 
was  in  the  suburbs,  at  the  head  of  a  party:  his  ambition  was 
not  chilled  by  the  public  distress;  and  his  conspiracy  with 
the  Turks  and  the  schismatics  had  already  disturbed  the 
peace  of  his  country.  The  funeral  of  the  late  emperor  was 
accelerated  with  singular  and  even  suspicious  haste;  the 
claim  of  Demetrius  to  the  vacant  throne  was  justified  by  a 
trite  and  flimsy  sophism  that  he  was  bom  in  the  purple,  the 
eldest  son  of  his  father's  reign.  But  the  empress-mother, 
the  senate  and  soldiers,  the  clergy  and  people,  were  unan- 
imous in  the  cause  of  the  lawful  successor;  and  the  despot 
Thomas,  who,  ignorant  of  the  change,  accidentally  returned 
to  the  capital,  asserted  with  becoming  zeal  the  interest  of 
his  absent  brother.   An  ambassador,  the  historian  Phranza, 


Fkmilj  of  the  C&fltHoli,  la  Dooaage  (Fam.  T)a1mat.  etc. ,  xviii.  348). 
^  This  QoUmj  of  AlbaoaM  Is  OMntioiMd  by  tiwiabumo  (Tr»Tels  in  ihe  Two 
BksUies,  I.  m-3ft4). 

The  chronology  of  Phranza  is  clear  and  authentic;  bat  instead  of  4  years 
and  1  iDonths.  Spoodanus  U.]>.  1446,  Ko.  7)  assigns  1  or  8  jears  to  the  raign 
flf  t]MlMtOoiMlHitiB%  iHudi  Im  iaSaom  from  a  ■parious  «plida«l  lumitis 
I7.tollMkii««lllhiO|lk 

I 
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was  immediatelj  desfMtobcd  to  the  court  of  Hadrianople. 
Amurath  received  himwitb  honor  and  dismissed  him  with 
gifts;  but  the  gracious  approbation  of  the  Turkish  sultan 
announced  his  supremacy  and  the  approaching  downfall  of 
the  Eastern  empire.  By  the  hands  of  two  illustrious  dep- 
uties, the  Imperial  crown  was  placed  (a.D.  1448,  Nov.  1) 
at  Sparta  on  the  head  of  Constantine.  In  the  spring  he 
sailed  from  the  Morea,  escaped  the  encount^^r  of  a  Turkish 
squadron,  enjoyed  the  acclamationa  of  his  subjects,  cel©» 
brnted  the  festival  of  a  new  reign,  and  exhausted  by  his 
•  donatives  the  treasure,  or  rather  the  indigence,  of  the 
stiite.  The  emperor  immediately  resigned  to  his  brothers 
the  possession  of  tiie  Morea;  and  the  brittle  friendship  of 
the  two  princes,  Demetrius  and  Thomas,  was  conlirmed  in. 
theii  mother's  presence  by  the  frail  security  of  oaths  and 
embraces.  His  next  occupation  was  the  choice  of  a  con- 
sort. A  daughter  of  the  doge  of  Venice  had  been  pro- 
posed, but  the  Byzuitine  nobles  objected  the  distance 
between  a  hereditary  monarch  and  an  elective  magistrate; 
and,  in  their  subsequent  distress,  the  chief  of  that  powerful 
republic  was  not  unmindful  of  the  affront.  Constantine  af- 
terward hesitated  between  the  royal  families  of  Trebizond 
and  Georgia;  and  the  embassy  of  Phranaa  represents  in  his 
public  and  private  life  the  last  days  of  the  Byzantine  em^ 
pire.** 

The  protovestiare^  or  great  chamberlain,  Phranza  sailed 
from  Constantinople  (A.D.  1460)  as  minister  of  a  bride- 
groom; and  the  relics  of  wealth  and  luxury  were  applied 
to  his  pompous  appearance.  His  numerous  retinue  con- 
sisted of  nobles  and  guards,  of  physicians  and  monks;  he 
was  attended  by  a  band  of  music,  and  the  term  of  his  costly 
embassy  was  protracted  fA.D.  1452)  above  two  years.  On 
his  arrival  in  Georgia  or  Iberia,  the  natives  from  the  towns 
and  villages  flocked  around  the  strangers;  and  such  was 
their  aimpiicitj  that  they  were  deLightod  with  the  effects, 


•  FJiniua(L  ttL  1-6)  dtwrfw  owdltiwi 
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without  understandfBg'  tKe  cause,  of  musical  harmony. 
AmoDg  the  crowd  was  an  old  man,  above  a  hundred  years 
ot  age,  who  had  formerly  been  carried  away  a  captive  by 
the  Barbarians,**  and  who  amused  his  hearers  with  a  tide 
of  the  wonders  of  India,"  from  whence  he  had  returned  to 
Portugal  by  an  unknown  sea.**  From  this  hospitable  land 
Phranza  proceeded  to  the  court  of  Trebizond,  where  he 
was  informed  by  the  Greek  j)rince  of  the  recent  decease  of 
Amurath.  Instead  of  rejoicing  in  the  deliverance,  the  ex- 
perienced st'itesman  expressed  hia  apprehension  that  aa 
ambitious  youth  would  not  long  adhere  to  the  sage  and 
pacitic  system  of  his  father.  After  the  sultan's  decease, 
his  Christian  wife  Maria,**  the  daughter  of  the  Servian 
despot,  had  been  honorably  restored  to  her  parents:  on 
the  fame  of  her  beauty  and  merit  she  was  recoiamended 
by  the  ambassador  as  the  most  worthy  object  of  the  royal 
choice;  and  Phranza  recapitulates  and  refutes  the  specious 
objections  that  might  bo  raised  against  the  proposal.  The 
majesty  of  the  purple  would  ennoble  an  unequal  alliance; 
the  bar  of  affinity  might  be  removed  by  liberal  alms  and 
the  dispensation  of  the  church;  the  disgrace  of  Turkish 
nuptials  had  been  repeatedly  overlooked;  and,  though  the 
fair  Maria  was  nearly  fifty  years  of  age,  she  might  yet  hope 
to  give  an  heir  to  the  empire.  Constantme  listened  to  the 
advice,  which  was  transmitted  in  the  &iBt  ship  that  sailed 

^  Suppose  him  to  hare  been  oaptured  in  1394,  in  Tlmour's  dnt  war  in 
Georgia  (Sherefoddin,  1.  iii.  o.  50);  he  might  follow  his  Tntmt  BMBler  inio  HiB« 
doetan  lu  13i>8,  and  Irom  thanoe  sail  to  tiio  spiee  ialanda. 

**  The  happy  and  pioua  Indiana  Kved  150  yetirn.  and  enjoyed  the  moiftpai^ 

feet  prodiictiona  of  the  vepptable  and  mineral  kinpdoms.  The  animaia  were  on 
a  large  Hcale;  dragona  70  cubit*,  ants  (the  formica  Indica)  9  iucheu  long,  akeef 
Uke  elephants,  elephaata  llh»  theep.    Quidlibet  audendi,  etc. 

"  He  sailed  in  a  country  vessel  from  the  spice  islands  to  one  of  the  ports  of 
the  exterior  India,  invenilque  navem  grandem  fhertcam,  qua  in  PorfugalluMk 
esi  doiHluH.  This  passapre,  composed  in  1477  (Phranza,  1.  iii.  tt.  twenty 
yearn  before  tlie  discovery  of  tiie  Cfipc  of  Good  Hopi',  is  spiiriotis  or  wonderfuL 
Bui  this  new  g:eography  U  sullted  by  tiie  old  and  incompatible  error  which  {^acea 
the  source  of  the  Nile  in  India. 

Cantemir  (p.  83V  who  styles  her  tfie  dau(rhter  of  TAzarus  Ogli,  and  the 
Halea  oC  the  Serviana,  places  her  marriage  wtth  AmuraUi  ia  the  year 
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from  Trebizond;  but  the  factions  of  tbe  court  opposed  bis 
marriage;  and  it  was  finally  prevented  by  the  pious  vow  of 
the  sultana,  who  ended  her  days  in  the  monastic  profession. 
Redtioed  to  the  first  alternative,  the  choice  of  Phranza  was 
decided  in  favor  of  a  Georgian  princess;  and  the  vanity  of 
her  father  was  dazzled  by  the  glorious  alliance.  Instead 
of  demanding,  according  to  the  primitive  and  national  cus- 
tom, a  price  for  his  daughter, *•  he  offered  a  portion  of 
66,000,  with  an  annual  pension  of  5,000  ducata;  and  the 
services  of  the  ambassador  were  repaid  by  an  assurance 
that,  as  his  son  had  been  adopted  in  baptism  by  the  em- 
peror, the  establishment  of  his  daughter  should  be  the 
peculiar  care  of  the  empress  of  Constantinople.  On  the 
return  of  Pliranza,  the  treaty  wixs  ratified  by  the  Greek 
moDurch,  who,  with  his  own  hand,  impressed  three  ver- 
milion crosses  on  the  golden  bull,  and  assured  the  Geor- 
gian envoy  that  in  the  spring  his  galleys  should  conduct 
the  bride  to  her  Imperial  palace.  But  Gonstantine  em- 
braced his  faithful  servant,  not  with  the  cold  approbation 
of  a  sovereign,  but  with  the  warm  confidence  of  a  friend, 
who,  after  a  long  absence,  is  impatient  to  pour  his  secrets 
into  the  bosom  of  his  friend.  "Since  the  death  of  my 
mother  and  of  Cantacuzcne,  who  alone  advised  me  with- 
out interest  or  passion,"  I  am  surrounded,"  said  the  em- 
peror, **by  men  whom  I  can  neither  love,  nor  trust,  nor 
esteem.  You  are  not  a  stranger  to  Lucas  Notaras,  the 
great  admiral;  obstinately  attached  to  his  own  sentiments, 
he  declares,  both  in  private  and  public,  that  his  sentiments 
are  the  absolute  measure  of  my  thoughts  and  actions.  Tho 
rest  of  the  courtiers  are  swayed  by  their  personal  or  factious 
views;  and  how  can  I  consult  the  monks  on  questions  of  pol- 
icy and  marriage?    I  have  yet  much  employment  for  your 

**  Th0  dasaical  reader  wQl  recollect  the  offers  of  Ag&memnod  (Iliad  L 
144).  and  the  funeral  practice  of  antiquity. 

**  Cantacuzene  (I  am  ifporant  of  his  relation  to  the  emperor  of  that  name) 
waa  great  domestic,  a  firm  asaertor  of  the  Oreek  creed,  and  %  brother  of  the 
queen  of  8ervia»  whOB     vlilltd  witii  lh«  oharaotsT  «f  imliiMidor  (QfropulMb 

37,  88,  46). 
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diligence  and  fidelity.  In  the  spring  you  shall  engage  one 
of  iny  brothers  to  Holicit  the  succor  of  the  Western  powers; 
from  the  Morea  you  sliall  sail  to  Cyprus  on  a  particular 
commission;  and  from  thence  proceed  to  Georgia  to  re- 
ceive and  con<luct  the  future  empress.**  **Your  com- 
mands," replied  Phranza,  "are  irresistible;  but  deign, 
great  sir,"  he  added  with  a  serious  smile,  *'to  consider 
that  if  I  am  thus  perpetually  absent  from  my  family,  my 
wife  may  be  tempted  either  to  seek  another  husband,  or 
to  throw  herself  into  a  monastery."  After  laughing  at  his 
apprehensions,  the  emperor  more  gravely  consoled  him  by 
the  pleasing  assurance  that  this  should  be  his  last  semce 
abroad,  and  that  he  destined  for  his  son  a  wealthy  and 
noble  heiress;  for  himself  the  important  ollice  of  great 
logothete,  or  principal  minister  of  state.  The  marriage 
was  immediately  stipulated;  but  the  office,  however  in- 
compatible with  his  own,  had  been  usurped  by  the  am- 
bition of  the  admiral.  Some  delay  was  requisite  to  nego- 
tiate a  consent  and  an  equivalent;  and  the  nonunatioa 
of  Phranza  was  half  declared,  apd  half  suppressed,  lest  it 
might  be  displeasing  to  an  insolent  and  powerful  favorite. 
The  winter  was  spent  in  the  preparations  ai  his  mhrnsf; 
and  Phranza  had  resolved  that  the  youth,  his  son,  should 
embrace  this  opportunity  of  foreign  travel,  and  be  left,  on 
the  appearance  of  danger,  with  his  maternal  kindred  of  the 
Morea.  Such  were  the  private  and  public  designs,  which 
were  interrupted  by  a  Torkiah  war,  aad  iioaU/  bahod  ill 
the  nuDB  oi  the  empize. 
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OHAPTBB  LXVm 


Beign  and  Oharaeier  of  Mahamei  At  Stotmd—Siege^  AsaauU^ 
and  final  Conquest^  of  (knaiaitUinopU  ly  (Hb  TurkB — Veaith 
of  OonaianH'M  Poiaahgm — SmfUada  of  iks  Ored»-^EK' 
Hnelion  of  the  Boman  Empire  in  Ae  JBatt — (kntkma^on 
of  Europe — ConqtLesta  and  Death  of  Mahomet  the  Second 

'^T^HE  siege  of  Constantinople  bj  the  Turks  attracts  our 


first  attention  to  the  person  and  character  of  the 


*  great  destroyer.  Mahomet  the  Second'  was  the  son 
of  the  second  Amurath;  and,  though  his  mother  has  been 
decorated  with  the  titles  of  Christian  and  princess,  she  is 
more  probably  confounded  with  the  numerous  concubines 
who  peopled  from  every  olimate  the  harem  of  the  sultan. 
His  fint  education  and  amtiiiieiiti  wm  tiioie  of  a  devout 
Mussulman;  and,  as  often  as  he  conTOiMd  with  an  infidel, 
he  purified  his  hands  and  face  by  the  legal  rites  of  ablu- 
tion. Age  and  empire  appear  to  have  relaxed  this  narrow 
bigotry:  his  aspiring  genius  disdained  to  acknowledge  a 
power  above  his  own;  and  in  his  looser  honn  he  presumed 
(it  is  said)  to  brand  the  prophet  of  Mecca  as  a  robber  and 
impostor.  Tet  the  sultan  persevered  in  a  decent  reverence 
for  the  doctrine  and  discipline  of  the  Koran:*  his  private 
indiscretion  must  have  been  sacred  from  the  vulgar  ear; 
and  we  should  suspect  the  credulity  of  strangers  and  sec- 
taries, so  prone  to  believe  that  a  mind  which  is  hardened 
against  truth  must  be  armed  with  superior  contempt  for 

'  For  the  character  of  Mahomet  IT.  it  is  dHngerous  to  tnist  either  the  Turks 
or  the  Ohriatimiia.    The  mo»i  modoraie  picture  appears  to  be  drawn  bj  FhnnM 

g.  f.  e.  9B\  whoM  weentment  had  cooled  in  age  and  eoUcttde;  eee  MlBefirlM 
pondan.  (a.d.   1451,  No,  11).  and  the  continut»t4)r  of  Fleury  (xxH.  552),  the 
Eioata  (d  FmUua  Joriue  (I  Hi,  164>166>,  and  the  Diet,  de  Bajle  (iU.  273-279). 

•  ObBtamir  (p.  lU},  aad  tlie  B0«|nes  whieli  hm  ftmaded.  attatt  bii  poUic 
regard  for  roligion.  Mahomet  freelj  disputed  wMl  tihs  paAriandl  QmuumUB  on 
the  two  reUgUNia  (S|kmmL  a.d.  1463,  Xa.  22)^ 
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absurdity  and  error.  Under  the  tuition  of  the  most  skil- 
ittl  maflters,  Mahomet  advanced  with  an  early  and  rapid  ^ 
progreis  in  the  paths  of  knowledge;  and,  besides  his  na- 
tive tongne,  it  is  affirmed  that  he  spoke  or  understood  five 
languages,'  the  Arabic,  the  Persian,  the  Ohaldean  or  He* 
brew,  the  Latin,  and  ^  Ghreek.  The  Persian  might  in- 
deed contribute  to  his  amusement,  and  the  Arabic  to  his 
edifieation;  and  such  studies  are  familiar  to  the  Oriental 
youth.  In  the  intercouiso  oi  the  Greeks  and  TuricB,  a 
conqueror  might  wish  to  converse  with  the  people  oyw 
whom  he  was  ambitious  to  rdga:  bis  own  praises  in  Latin 
poetry'  or  prose'  might  find  a  passage  to  the  ro^l  ear;  but 
what  use  or  mant  could  recommend  to  the  statesman  or  the 
sohodar  tiie  uncouth  dialect  of  his  Hebrew  slaves?  The  his- 
tory and  geography  of  the  world  were  familiar  to  his  mem- 
ory: the  lives  of  the  heroes  of  the  Bast,  perhaps  of  the 
West,*  excited  his  emulation:  boa  ridll  in  aatiology  b  CK* 
cosed  by  the  folly  of  the  tinwa,  and  supposes  some  mdi- 
BMnts  of  mathematical  science;  and  a  pn^sne  taste  for  the 
airts  is  betrayed  in  his  liberal  invitation  and  reward  oi  the 
paiatom  d  Italy.*  But  the  influence  of  religioii  and  leani* 
ing  wm  employed  without  effect  on  his  savage  and  Moen- 


'  Quinque  linf^uaa  pneter  snam  novent;  GnBcam,  Latin&m.  Chaldaicam, 
Pereicam.  The  Lalin  translator  of  Phranza  haa  dropped  the  Arabic,  wluoh  tb0 
Koran  must  racotnmend  to  every  Mmsuhiian. 

*  Philolplius,  by  a  Latin  ode.  roqiientod  and  obtained  the  liberty  of  Um  wife's 
mother  and  aisters  from  the  conqueror  of  Conataatioople.  Jt  waa  deiirered  into 
tte  mMan'B  hands  by  the  envoys  of  the  dote  of  lOlsD.  TMIelphttB  hinwdf  was 
6Uflpect«d  of  a  design  of  retiring  to  Oonstantinople ;  yet  the  orator  often  Kounded 
the  trumpet  of  holy  war  (Life  by  IL  Lancelot,  in  the  Mem.  de  i'Aosd.  das 
iDKrfpt.  X.  TIB.  724.  etc.X 

*  Robert  Valturio  puhlinhod  at  Verona,  In  1483.  hta  xii  books  de  Eo  Ifilltari, 
in  which  he  Sim  mentlona  the  use  of  bofflbs.  By  his  patron  Sigismond  UtX^ 
testa. 'prhioB  a<  HiminI,  It  lad  bma  MnmcA  wKh  alattoaptetleto  Mahomet  TL 

*  According  to  Phranza,  he  asslduouRly  studied  the  lives  and  actions  of  Alex- 
ander, Auguatua,  Conatantine,  and  Theodoaiua.  I  have  read  aomewhera  that 
Ffirtardi's  Urw  wera  tnnrtlatsd  by  lite  orden  Into  the  Tnilctoli  langaige.  12 
the  sultan  himself  uTidnrf^tood  Greek,  it  must  have  beon  for  the  liniTrfl  of  kte 
subjects.    Yet  these  Lives  are  a  achool  of  freedom  as  well  as  of  valor. 

^  n»ft«Ma  Goitib  MliwK  whom  bo  bad  brrtlod  fmm  Wfitim,  wis  db- 
missed  with  a  chain  and  collar  of  gold,  an  1  a  pnrse  of  3.000  dncata.  With 
Voltaire,  I  laagh«t  tho  looUoh  olory  of  aoimro  pwpeaolj  bohaartoti,  to  faittract 
the  paintOT  In  Oo  Miioa  ol  tbo  miMki. 
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tious  nature.  I  will  not  transcribe,  nor  do  I  firmly  believe, 
the  stories  of  his  fourteen  pages,  whose  bellies  were  ripped 
open  in  search  of  a  stolen  melon;  or  of  the  beauteous  slave, 
whose  head  he  severed  from  her  body,  to  convince  the  Jan- 
izaries that  their  master  was  not  the  votary  of  love.  His 
sobriety  is  attested  by  the  silence  of  the  Turkish  annals, 
which  accuse  three,  and  three  only,  of  the  Ottoman  line  of 
the  vice  of  drunkenness.'  But  it  cannot  be  denied  that  bis 
passions  were  at  once  furious  and  inexorable;  that  in  the 
palace,  as  in  the  field,  a  torrent  of  blood  was  spilled  on 
the  slightest  provocutiou;  and  that  the  noblest  of  the  cap- 
tive youth  were  often  dishonored  by  his  unnatural  lust. 
In  the  AU)anian  war,  he  studied  the  lessons,  and  soon  sur- 
passed the  example,  of  his  father;  and  the  conquest  of  two 
empires,  twelve  kingdoms,  and  two  hundred  cities,  a  vain 
and  flattering  account,  is  ascribed  to  liis  invincible  sword, 
lie  was  doubtless  a  soldier,  and  possibly  a  general;  Con- 
stantinople has  sealed  his  glory;  but  if  we  compare  the 
means,  the  obstacles,  and  the  achievements,  Mahomet 
the  Second  must  blush  to  sustain  a  parallel  with  Alexan- 
der or  Timour.  Under  his  command,  the  Ottoman  forces 
were  always  more  numerous  than  their  enemies;  yet  their 
progress  was  bounded  by  the  Euphrates  and  the  Hadriatic; 
and  his  arms  were  checked  by  Huniades  and  Seanderbeg, 
by  the  Rhodian  knights  and  by  the  Persian  king. 

In  the  reign  of  Amurath,  he  twice  (a.d.  1461,  Feb. 
A.D.  1481,  July  2)  tasted  of  royalty,  and  twice  descended 
from  the  throne;  his  tender  age  was  incapable  of  opposing 
his  father's  restoration,  but  never  could  he  forgive  the 
viziers  who  had  recommended  that  si\lut;iry  measure.  His 
nuptials  were  celebrated  with  the  daughter  of  a  Turkman 
emir;  and,  after  a  festival  of  two  mouths,  he  departed  from 
Hadrianople  with  his  bride  to  reside  in  the  government  of 


'  These  Imperial  drunkards  were  Soliman  L,  Selim  II.,  and  Amurath  IV. 
(Oantem.  p.  61).  The  a^his  of  Persia  can  produce  a  more  regular  euccessioa; 
and  in  the  last  aga^  our  MfoptHi  tnmlkn  mn  th*  wItBMM  Mi  OMaptnionii 
tilthair  fmlt. 
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Magnesia.  Before  the  end  of  six  weeks,  he  was  recalled 
by  a  sadden  message  from  the  divan,  which  announced  the 
decease  of  Amurath  and  the  mutinous  spirit  of  the  Jani- 
zaries. His  speed  and  vigor  commanded  their  obtniience: 
he  passed  the  Hellespont  with  a  chosen  guard;  and,  at  the 
distance  of  a  mile  from  Hadrianople,  the  viziers  and  emirs, 
the  imaums  and  cadis,  the  soldiers  and  the  people,  fell 
prostrate  before  the  new  sultan.  They  affected  to  weep, 
they  affected  to  rejoice;  he  ascended  tiie  throne  at  the  age 
of  twenty-one  years,  and  removed  the  cause  of  sedition  by 
the  death,  the  inevitable  death,  of  his  infant  brothers.*  The 
ambassadors  of  Europe  and  Asia  soon  appeared  to  congrat- 
ulate his  accession  and  solicit  his  friendship;  and  to  all  ho 
spoke  the  language  of  moderation  and  peace.  The  confi- 
dence of  the  Greek  emperor  was  revived  by  the  solemn 
oaths  and  fair  assurances  with  which  he  sealed  the  ratifi- 
cation of  the  treaty:  and  a  rich  domain  on  the  banks  of 
the  Strymon  was  assigned  for  the  annual  payment  of 
800,000  aspers,  the  pension  of  an  Ottoman  prince,  who  was 
detained  at  his  request  in  the  Byzantine  court.  Yet  the 
neighbors  of  Mahomet  might  tremble  at  the  severity  with 
which  a  youthful  monarch  reformed  the  pomp  of  his  fa- 
ther's household:  the  expenses  of  luxury  were  applied  to 
those  of  ambition,  and  a  useless  train  of  7,000  falconers 
was  either  dismissed  from  his  service  or  enlisted  in  his 
troops.  In  the  first  summer  of  his  reign,  he  visited  with 
an  army  the  Asiatic  provinces;  but  after  humbling  the 
pride,  Mahomet  accepted  the  submission,  of  the  Carama- 
nian,  that  he  might  not  be  diverted  by  the  smallest  ob- 
stacle from  the  execution  of  his  great  design.  *• 

The  Mahometan,  and  more  especially  the  Turkiah,  oas- 


*  Calapin,  one  of  these  rojal  infants,  was  Bavod  from  his  cruel  brother,  and 
baptized  at  Home  under  the  u&me  of  Callistus  Othomannua.  The  emperor 
IMeric  III.  presented  him  with  an  eitiito  in  Austria,  where  he  aided  his  lite; 
and  CuHpinian,  who  in  ]m  youth  conyersed  with  Unb  agtd  pilllM  at  YieoiM^ 
applauds  bin  pioty  aud  wisdom  (do  Ciesar.  p.  672). 

1^  Accer^sion  of  Mahomet  II.  m  Ducas  (c.  33),  Fbauafl.  L  c  tl,  L  iH.  €  Ik 
ChaloooMM^iM  Q.  vii.  IW),  and  Ouitamir  M). 
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nislB,  have  pronounced  that  no  promise  can  bind  the  faith - 
fal  against  the  interest  and  duty  of  their  religion ;  and  that 
the  saltan  may  abrogate  his  own  treaties  and  those  of  his 
predeoessora.  The  justice  and  magnanimity  of  Amu  rath 
had  Boomed  this  immortal  privilege;  but  his  son,  though 
the  proudest  of  men,  could  stoop  from  ambition  to  the 
basest  arts  t)f  dissimulation  and  deceit.  Peace  was  on  his 
lips,  while  war  was  in  his  heart:  he  incessantly  sighed  for 
the  possession  of  Constantinople;  and  the  Crroeks,  by  their 
own  indiscretion  (a.d.  1461),  afTorded  the  first  pretence  of 
the  fatal  rupture."  Instead  of  laboring  to  be  forgotten, 
their  ambassadors  pursued  his  camp,  to  demand  the  pay- 
ment, and  even  the  increase,  of  their  annual  stipend:  the 
divan  was  importuned  by  their  complaints,  and  the  vizier, 
a  secret  friend  of  the  Christians,  was  constrained  to  deliver 
the  sense  of  his  brethren.  "Ye  foolish  and  miserable  Ro- 
mans," said  Calil,  **we  know  your  devices,  and  ye  are  ig- 
norant of  your  own  danger!  the  scrupulous  Amiirath  is  no 
more;  his  throne  is  occupied  by  a  young  conqueror,  whom 
no  laws  can  bind  and  no  obstacles  can  resist;  and,  if  you 
escape  from  liis  hands,  give  praise  to  the  divine  clemency, 
which  yet  delays  the  chastisement  of  your  sins.  Wby  do 
ye  seek  to  affright  us  by  vain  and  indirect  menaces?  Re- 
lease the  fugitive  Orchan,  crown  him  sultan  of  Romania; 
call  the  Hungarians  irom  beyond  the  Danube;  arm  against 

"  Before  I  entor  oa  the  alofo  of  Constantinople  I  Bhall  obsenre  that,  exoefA 

the  Hhori  liintfi  of  Cniit^mir  and  LcaindaviuB,  I  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  any 
Turkidh  account  uf  lim  conquest:  such  an  account  as  we  poawu  o£  the  siege 
of  Rhodes  by  Solimon  LL  (Mem.  de  TAcad.  des  iDscripC  zxvi.  72S-969).  I  must 
thrroforo  depend  on  tbo  Greeks,  whose  prejudices,  in  some  degree,  are  siiMued 
by  tliLir  diatroaa.  Our  standard  teiu  are  those  of  Ducaa  (c.  34—42).  PLrauza 
^.  iii.  c.  7-2U).  Ohalooooodgrles  (1.  viii.  201-214),  and  L^nardus  Chienais  (His- 
toria  C.  P.  a  Turoo  expup^natm.  Norimherghje,  1544,  4U),  20  havep).  The  lost 
of  thoae  narratives  ia  the  earliest  in  datu,  since  it  waa  composed  m  the  isle  of 
Ghloe,  August  16,  1453,  only  seventy -nhie  days  after  the  loss  of  the  city,  aad 
in  the  first  confusion  of  ideas  and  papniouH.  Some  hints  may  b<>  added  from  an 
epifttle  of  Cardinal  Isidore  (in  Fnrragine  Rer.  Turc.  ad  calcem  ChalcocondyL 
OUuseri.  Basil.  1556)  to  Pope  Nioholae  V.  and  a  tract  of  Theodoeius  Zygomaui, 
which  he  addressed  in  the  year  1681  to  Martin  Crusins  (Turco  (rnpcfa,  1.  i.  pp. 
94-98.  Banil,  1584)  The  various  facts  and  materials  are  bnetiy,  though 
orittcaRy,  reriewed  bv  8pf>ndanuB  (a.d.  1468.  Noa.  1-27).  The  besmy  nM> 
tiou  of  MoastnLet  ftod  Um  diitnt  iMtM  I  iImU  imrnX^^iianmL 
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US  the  nationi  of  the  West:  and  be  assured  that  jou  will 
only  provoke  and  precipitate  joor  ruin.*'  But,  if  the  fears 
of  the  ambassadors  were  alarmed  by  the  stem  language  of 
the  vizier,  they  were  soothed  by  the  courteous  audience  and 
friendly  speeches  of  the  Ottomaa  prince;  and  Mahomet  as- 
sured them  that,  on  his  retnm  to  Hadrianople,  he  would 
redress  the  grievances,  and  consult  the  true  interests,  of  the 
Greeks.  No  sooner  had  he  repassed  the  Hellespont  than  he 
issued  a  mandate  to  suppress  their  pension  and  to  expel 
their  officers  from  the  banks  of  the  Strymon :  in  this  meas- 
ure he  betrayed  a  hostile  mind;  and  the  second  order  an- 
nounced, and  in  some  degree  commenced,  the  siege  of 
Constantinople.  In  the  narrow  pass  of  the  Bosphoriis,  an 
Asiatic  fortress  had  formerly  been  raised  by  his  grand- 
father: in  the  opposite  situation,  on  the  European  side,  he 
resolved  to  erect  a  more  formidable  castle;  and  a  thousand 
masons  were  commanded  to  assemble  in  the  spring  on  a 
spot  named  Asomaton,  about  five  miles  from  the  Greek 
metropolis."  Persuasion  is  the  resource  of  the  feeble; 
and  the  feeble  can  seldom  persuade:  the  ambassadors  of 
the  emperor  attempted,  without  success,  to  divert  Ma- 
homet from  the  execution  of  his  design.  They  repre- 
sented that  his  grandfather  had  solicited  the  permission  of 
Manuel  to  build  a  castle  on  his  own  territories;  but  that 
this  double  fortification,  which  would  command  the  strait, 
could  only  tend  to  violate  the  alliance  of  the  nations;  to 
intercept  the  Latins  who  traded  in  the  Black  Sea,  and  per- 
haps to  annihilate  the  subsistence  of  the  city.  *'I  form  no 
enterprise,"  replied  the  perfidious  sultan,  "against  the  city; 
but  the  empire  of  Constantinople  is  measured  by  her  walls. 
Have  you  forgot  the  distress  to  which  my  father  was  re- 
duced, when  you  formed  a  league  with  the  Hungarians; 
when  they  invaded  our  country  by  land,  and  the  Helles- 

I'  The  situation  of  the  fortress,  mad  the  topografdij  of  the  Bosphorus,  ars 
best  learned  from  Peter  Qyllius  (de  Bosph.  Thraa  I.  ii.  c.  13).  Lcuuclav.  (Pan- 
dect, p.  445),  and  Tournefort  (Yoj.  dans  le  Lerant,  ii.  lettre  zv.  443);  but  I 
mmH  wjptt  >h»  Map  or  pita  whMi  Tounwfart  wat  to  Htm  .fiwieli  iiliitilw  U  1Sb0 
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pont  wa3  occupied  by  the  French  galleja?  Amnrath  waa 
compelled  to  force  the  passage  of  the  Bosphorus;  and  your 
strength  was  not  equal  to  your  malevolence.  I  was  then  a 
child  at  Hadrianople;  the  Moslems  trembled;  and  for 
a  while  the  Gahours**  insulted  our  disgrace.  But  when 
my  father  had  triumphed  in  the  field  of  Wama,  he  vowed 
to  erect  a  fort  on  the  western  shore,  and  that  vow  it  is 
my  duty  to  accomplish.  Have  ye  the  right,  have  ye  the 
power,  to  control  my  actions  on  my  own  ground?  For 
tliut  ground  is  my  own:  as  far  as  the  shores  of  the  Bos- 
phorus, Asia  is  inhabited  by  the  Turks,  and  Europe  is  de- 
serted by  the  Romans.  Return,  and  inform  your  king  that 
the  present  Ottoman  is  far  different  from  his  predecesson; 
that  his  resolutions  surpass  their  wishes;  and  that  he  per- 
forms more  than  they  conld  resolve.  Betom  m  safety — ^bnt 
the  next  who  delivers  a  similar  message  may  expect  to  be 
flayed  alive.**  After  this  daclarotion,  Constantino,  the  finit 
of  the  Greeks  in  spirit  as  in  rank,'*  had  determined  to  un- 
sheathe the  sword,  and  to  resist  the  approach  and  establish* 
meat  of  the  Turks  on  the  Bosphoms.  He  was  disarmed, 
by  the  adrice  o£  his  dvil  and  eoclesiastioal  ministen,  wbo 
recommended  a  system  less  generons,  said  even  less  pru- 
dent, than  his  own,  to  approve  their  patienee  and  long- 
snfieong,  to  bnuDd  the  Ottoman  with  the  name  and  guilt 
o£  an  aggxessor,  and  to  depend  on  chance  and  time  for 
their  own  safety  and  the  destrudaon  of  a  fort  which  could 
not  long  be  maintained  in  the  neighborhood  of  a  great  and 
popolous  city.  Amid  hope  and  fear,  the  fears  of  the  wae 
and  the  hopes  of  the  eredolons,  the  winter  rolled  amy; 

The  opprobrious  name  which  tfio  Turks  beatow  on  the  infidels,  is  ei- 
pnoMOd  Kmfiovp  by  Ducas.  and  Giaour  by  Leunclavius  and  At  modeinfl.  Tbt 
fornier  lenn  is  dorivfid  by  Ducange  (Gloss.  Grsjc.  i.  530)  from  KafSevp^f,  in  vulgar 
Greek,  a  turtotse,  as  denoting  a  relrogrside  motion  from  the  faitii.  But,  alas  I 
<3U(mr  fai  no  mora  than  Gf?^eber,  which  was  transferred  from  the  Persian  to  the 
Turkish  language,  from  the  worehippan  a<  fin  to  Hum  of  dw  eradfiz  (d'Hw- 
bttk>t.  Biblio.  Orieitt.  p.  376). 

*•  Phiwm  doM  lutfot  to  Mb  iDMtar*»  mm  md  9mn^  OallidltatoH 
hominifj  non  ifrnoranf  Tmpcrator  prior  Rrma  moverp  (vmstituft,  and  ntigmattaM 
tha  folly  of  the  oum  sacri  turn  profaut  prooeres,  which  he  had  beftid,  OMOtoS 
Hpe  -nuk  pMoL  Doom  im  not  •  prity  couaoOlor. 
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the  proper  business  of  each  man,  and  each  hour,  was  post- 
poned; and  the  Greeks  shut  their  eyes  against  the  impend- 
ing danger,  till  the  arrival  of  the  spring  and  the  sultan  de- 
cided the  assurance  of  their  ruin. 

Of  a  master  who  never  forgives  the  orders  are  seldom 
disobeyed.  On  the  twenty-sixth  of  March  (a.d.  1452),  the 
appointed  spot  of  Asomaton  was  covered  with  an  active 
Bwarm  of  Turkish  artificers;  and  the  materials,  by  sea  and 
land,  were  diligently  transported  from  Europe  and  Asia.'* 
The  lime  had  been  burned  in  Cataphrygia;  the  timber  was 
cut  down  in  the  woods  of  Heraclea  and  Nicomedia;  and 
the  stones  were  dug  from  the  Anatolian  quarries.  Each  of 
the  thousand  masons  was  assisted  by  two  workmen;  and  a 
measure  of  two  cubits  was  marked  for  their  daily  tusk. 
The  fortress**  was  built  in  a  triangular  form;  each  angle 
was  flanked  by  a  strong  and  massy  tower;  one  on  the  de- 
clivity of  the  hill,  two  along  the  sea-shore:  a  thickness  of 
22  feet  was  assigned  for  the  walls,  30  for  the  towers;  and 
the  whole  building  was  covered  with  a  solid  platform  of 
lead.  Mahomet  himself  pressed  and  directed  the  work 
with  indefatigable  ardor:  his  three  viziers  claimed  the 
honor  of  finishing  their  respective  towers;  the  zeal  of  the 
cadis  emulated  that  of  the  Janizaries;  the  meanest  labof 
was  ennobled  by  the  service  of  God  and  the  sultan;  and 
the  diligence  of  the  multitude  was  quickened  by  the  eye 
of  a  despot,  whose  smile  was  the  hope  of  fortune  and 
whose  frown  was  the  messenger  of  death.  The  Greek  em- 
peror beheld  with  terror  the  irresistible  progress  of  the 
work;  and  vainly  strove,  by  flattery  and  gifts,  to  assuage 
an  implacable  foe,  who  sought,  and  secretly  fomented,  the 
slightest  occasion  oi  a  quarreL   Such  occasions  must  soon 


Instead  of  this  clear  and  consiBtont  account,  tho  Turkish  Annals  (Cantem. 

L87)  revived  the  foolish  tale  oi  the  ox'a  hide,  and  Dido's  stratagem  in  (he 
ndfttkm  ei  Outhag*.   These  annala  (tiideas  we  are  nrayed  bj  aa  antidirls- 
tian  prejudico)  aro  far  less  vahiablo  than  the  Greok  historians. 

'*  In  the  dimeasiooa  of  this  fortress^  the  old  castle  ol  Europe,  Phranza  does 
Ml  nmotdj  agree  wllb  CDulooQOB^f !«•  whoM  teor^tfon  hm  mm  mcUM  m 
11m  ipodiy  bis  editor  LouMlaviM. 
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and  iasritftUj  be  loiiiuL  The  ruins  of  atelefy  elrarebef, 
wad  even  the  marble  eolanne  wlueh  lied  been  conseented 
te  St.  Michael  the  eiok«Dgel,  wen  employed  without 
scruple  bj  the  profane  and  rapeeioas  Moelema;  and  aome 
Okrifitians,  who  preamned  to  oppose  the  removal^  leoaived 
from  their  hands  the  crown  of  martyrdom.  Constantine  had 
aolicited  a  Torkish  guard  to  protect  the  fields  and  harvests 
of  hia  subjects:  the  guard  was  fixed;  but  their  first  order 
was  to  allow  free  paatore  to  the  mules  and  hoiaea  of  the 
eamp,  and  to  defend  their  brethren  if  they  should  be  mo- 
lested by  the  natives.  The  xetbue  of  an  Ottoman  ehief 
had  left  their  hones  to  pass  the  night  among  the  ripe  oom: 
the  damage  was  felt;  the  inault  waa  rseentod;  and  serecal 
of  bo^  nations  wm  slain  in  a  tnmnltaous  oonfliot.  lfa> 
hornet  llatoned  with  joy  to  the  eompUint;  and  a  detach- 
ment waa  oommanded  to  exterminate  the  guil^  village: 
the  guilty  had  fled;  bui  forty  innoeent  and  unsuapectis^ 
vsapem  w«ie  massaered  bj  the  soldiers.  Till  this  provoci^ 
tion,  Ooniitsntinople  had  been  open  to  the  viaite  of  com* 
mme  and  eaDem^:  on  the  fimt  nlann  the  grtsa  wwe 
shut;  bni  tfie  — spewn»  ilBl  naxioua  lor  peace,  leleaaed  on 
the  third  day  htn  Tnridah  osptivea;'*  and  expiesBedi  in  a 
laai  messags,  tba  firm  wigiiitinn  of  a  Ohrintian  and  naol- 
dief.  *'8uHse  tMwihi*  wum  tMai^.  new  submission,  can 
seeuse  peaces  pm— s/*  isid  bn  t#  llahometi  **yoor  tm^ons 
naffsBS.  My  trust  Is  in  God  slone:  if  it  should  please  him 
to  mollify  your  hssi^  I  idudl  Mjotoa  in  the  happy  ehanga; 
if  ho  delivem  the  ei^  into  yoor  handsi  I  submiti  without  a 
mnmnr,  to  his  boly  wilL  But  until  the  Judge  of  the  eartii 
shall  pfonounee  hetwoea  ns,  il  is  my  duty  to  live  and  die  in 
Ibo  dofisnee  ef  my  peoplsu"  The  sultan's  snswer  was  hos- 
tile and  decisive:  his  fortifioationa  were  completed;  and, 
before  his  departure  (Sept  1)  for  Hadrianople,  he  sta- 
tioned n  vigilant  Aga  and  400  Janiaariea»  to  levy  a  tribute 


Aaong  these  were  Bom»  pa^^  of  Mahomet,  so  oooaoious  of  hit  lanonbls 
Klj||ar  tim^  tMy  >xgswt  t^itm  ttmit  bMte  ia  tb»      wkts  thqrMaUnCaa 
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of  the  ehipe  ol  etetj  nation  that  tlioald  pass  within 
reach  of  their  cannon.  A  Venetian  vdsael,  lehumg  obedi- 
ence to  the  new  loide  of  the  Bosphorois,  was  sunk  with  a 
single  bullet.  The  master  and  thirty  sailors  escaped  in: 
the  boat;  but  they  were  dragged  in  chains  to  the  porte: 
the  chief  was  impaled;  his  companions  were  beheaded; 
and  the  historian  Bucas'*  beheld,  at  Demotica,  their  bodies 
exposed  to  the  wild  beasts.  The  siege  of  Constantinople 
was  deferred  till  the  ensning  spring;  but  an  Ottoman  army 
marched  into  the  Morea  to  dirert  the  force  of  the  brothers 
of  Ck>n8tantuie.  At  this  era  of  calamity,  one  of  these 
princes,  the  despot  Thomas,  was  (a.d.  146S,  Jan.  17) 
blessed  or  afflicted  with  the  birth  of  a  son;  *^the  last 
heir,"  says  the  plaintive  Phranaa,  **ol  the  last  spark  oi 
the  Roman  empire."'* 

The  Greeks  and  the  Turks  passed  an  anxious  and  sleep- 
less winter:  the  former  were  kept  awake  by  their  fears,  the 
latter  by  their  hopes;  both  by  the  preparations  ci  defence 
and  attack;  and  the  two  emperors,  who  had  the  most  to 
lose  or  to  gain,  were  the  most  deeply  affected  by  the  na- 
tional sentiment.  In  Mahomet,  that  sentiment  was  in* 
flamed  by  the  ardor  of  his  yonth  and  temper:  he  amosed 
his  leisure  (a.d.  1462,  Sept — ^1453,  April)  with  building  at 
Hadrianople**  the  lofty  palace  of  Jehan  Numa  (the  watch- 
tower  of  the  world);  bnt  his  serious  thoughts  were  iirevo- 
cably  bent  on  the  conquest  of  the  city  of  CflBsar.  At  the 
dead  of  night,  about  the  seoond  watch,  he  started  from  his 
bed,  and  commanded  the  instant  attendance  of  his  prime 
vizier.  The  message,  the  hour,  the  prince,  and  his  own 
situation,  alarmed  ike  goilty  conscience  of  Oalil  Pasha; 
who  had  possesaed  the  confidence,  and  advised  the  restora- 

*  Ducas,  0.  36.    PhrKQza  (L  iii.  c  3),  who  bad  sailed  in  his  veaaei,  com- 
■WBOfSlw  tiie  Venetian  pilot  n  a  martyr. 

Auctum  est  Piilit'ologorum  genus,  ct  Im{.)orii  sucoossor,  parvaeqiie  Roman* 
Oram  acintille  hteres  natuH,  Andreas,  etc.  (Pbranza,  1.  iiL  c.  7).  The  strong 
•zpreaflloa  wm  Inspired  by  his  feelings. 

**  Cnntcm.  pp.  97,  98  The  HiiUnn  wns  cither  doubifiil  of  his  conquest,  OT 
ignorant  ot  tbe  supenor  meriUi  of  OonstanUnoole.  A  city  or  a  iditgdom  ma^ 
■omatinaes  ba  ndnad  by  the  Imperial  tanum  <l  mnmm^ 

Vol.  VL— 4S 
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tion,  of  Amniatli.  On  tbe  aoceasion  of  ihe  boh,  the  yuder 
was  confirmed  in  his  olfioe  and  the  appearanoee  of  foyor; 
bat  tbe  veteran  stateeman  was  not  insennble  that  he  trod 
on  a  thin  and  plipperj  ice,  which  might  break  under  his 
footsteps  and  plunge  him  in  the  abyss.  His  friendship  for 
the  Christians,  which  might  be  innocent  under  the  late 
reign,  had  stigmatused  him  with  the  name  of  Gabonr  Or- 
tachi,  or  foster-brother  of  the  infidels;"  and  his  avarice 
entertained  a  venal  and  treasonable  oorrespondenoe,  which 
was  detected  and  punished  after  the  conclusion  of  tiie  war. 
On  receiving  the  rojal  mandate,  he  embraced,  perhaps  for 
the  last  time,  his  wife  and  children;  filled  a  cap  with 
pieces  of  gold,  hastened  to  the  palace,  adored  the  sultan, 
and  offered,  according  to  the  Oriental  custem,  the  slight 
tribute  of  Ids  duty  and  gratitude."  **It  is  not  my  wish,'* 
said  MahomiOt,  "to  resome  my  gifts,  b'^t  rather  to  heap  and 
multiply  them  on  thy  head.  In  my  turn  I  ask  a  present 
fsr  more  valuable  and  importent--Constantinople."  As 
soon  as  the  vi&er  had  recovered  from  his  surprise,  "The 
same  God,"  said  he,  "who  lias  already  given  thee  so  large 
a  portion  of  the  Boman  empire  will  not  deny  the  remnant 
and  the  capitaL  ffis  providence,  and  thy  power,  assure 
thy  success;  and  myself,  with  the  rest  of  thy  faithful 
slaves,  will  sacrifice  our  fives  and  fortunes."  "Lala**** 
(or  preceptor),  continued  the  sultan,  "do  you  see  this  pil- 
low? All  the  night,  in  mj  agitation,  I  have  pulled  it  on  one 
side  and  the  other;  I  have  risen  from  my  bed,  again  have 


*>  2v»T^a4M,  b/  the  president  Couain,  is  traoBl&ted  pert  nourricier,  moet  cor- 
iwHjr  indaed  fnun  the  latin  tmiIod;  but  In  Us  ba^  he  has  overiooked  the 
note  by  which  IsDieel  BoiUand  (ad  Ducam.  o.  86)  aeknoirledgea  and  reotifiea  hia 

own  error.  . 

Orfenfal  enstooi  of  never  appearing  wf thoat  gifts  before  a  aoveralgn 

or  a  superior  is  of  hif^h  antiquity,  and  sooms  analopons  with  tho  idea  of  sacri- 
fice, atiU  more  ancient  and  uuiversaL  See  the  examples  oL  uuch  Persian  gifli^ 
JBUan.  Blst.  Var.  I.  i.  e.  81,  88,  88. 

"  Tho  Lala  of  tlie  Turks  (Cantera.  p.  34)  and  tlio  Tata  of  tlie  Greeks 

eucas,  0.  35),  are  derived  from  the  natural  language  ol  children;  and  it  maj 
obsstred  that  all  soeh  prioiitiTe  words,  whfeh  denote  their  parants,  are  dio 
simple  repetition  of  one  syllable,  composed  of  a  labial  or  dontal  consoosat  and 
an  open  vowel  (des  Brosaes,  Mechanisme  dea  Languea,  i.  231-247). 
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I  lain  down;  yet  sleep  has  not  yisHed  tbeee  weary  eyes. 
Beware  of  the  gold  and  silyer  of  the  Romans:  in  arms  we 
are  superior;  and  with  the  aid  of  God,  and  the  prayers  of 
the  prophet,  we  shall  speedily  become  masters  of  Constjin- 
tinople.**  To  sound  the  disposition  of  his  soldiers,  he 
often  wandered  through  the  streets  alone  and  in  disguise; 
and  it  was  fatal  to  discover  the  sultan  wht-n  he  wished  to 
escape  from  the  vulgar  eye.  His  hours  were  spent  in  de- 
lineating the  plan  of  the  hostile  city  in  dchutiiig,  with  his 
generals  and  engineers,  on  what  spot  he  should  erect  his 
batteries;  on  whieli  side  he  should  assault  the  walls;  where 
he  should  spring  his  mines;  to  what  place  he  should  apply 
his  acaliiig  hulders:  and  the  exercises  of  the  day  repeated 
and  proved  the  lucul)rution8  of  the  night. 

Among  the  implements  of  destruction,  he  studied  with 
peculiar  care  the  recent  and  tremendous  discovery  of  the 
Latins;  and  his  artillery  surpassed  whatever  had  yet  ap- 
peared in  the  world.  A  founder  of  cannon,  a  Dane  or 
Hungarian,  who  had  been  almost  starved  in  the  Greek 
service,  deserted  to  the  Moslems,  and  was  liberally  enter- 
tiiincd  by  the  Turkish  sultan.  Mahomet  was  satisfied  with 
the  answer  to  his  first  question,  which  he  eagerly  pressed 
on  the  artist.  "Am  I  able  to  cast  a  cannon  capable  of 
throwing  a  ball  or  stone  of  sufficient  size  to  batter  the  walls 
of  ConsUintinople?"  **I  am  not  ignorant  of  their  strength, 
but  were  they  more  solid  than  those  of  Babylon,  I  could  op- 
pose an  engine  of  superior  power:  the  position  and  manage- 
ment of  that  engine  must  be  left  to  your  engineers."  On 
this  assurance,  a  foundry  was  established  at  ITadrianople: 
the  metal  was  prepared;  and,  at  tlie  end  of  three  months, 
Urban  produced  a  piece  of  brass  ordnance  of  stupendous, 
and  almost  incredible,  magnitude;  a  measure  of  twelve 
palms  is  assigned  to  the  bore;  and  the  stone  bullet  weighed 
above  six  hundred  pounds.**    A  vacant  place  before  the 


**  The  Attic  talent  weighed  about  sixty  miii»,  or  avoirdtipoia  poimdi 
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new  palace  was  chosen  for  the  first  experiment;  but,  to 
prevent  the  sudden  and  mischievous  effects  of  astonish- 
ment and  fear,  u  ])roclamation  was  issued,  that  the  cannon 
would  be  discliarged  the  ensuing  day.  The  explosion  was 
felt  or  heard  in  a  circuit  of  a  hundred  furlongs:  the  ball, 
bj  the  force  of  gunpowder,  was  driven  above  a  mile;  and,  on 
the  spot  where  it  fell,  it  buried  itself  a  fathom  deep  in  the 
ground.  For  the  conveyance  of  this  destructive  engine,  a 
frame  or  carriage  of  30  wagons  was  linked  together  and 
drawn  along  by  a  team  of  60  oxen:  200  men  on  both  sides 
were  stfitioned  to  poise  and  support  the  rolling  weight;  250 
workmen  marched  before  to  smooth  the  way  and  repair  the 
bridges;  and  near  two  months  were  employed  in  a  labori- 
ous journey  of  150  miles.  A  lively  philosopher"  derides 
on  this  occasion  the  credulity  ol  the  Greeks,  and  observes, 
with  much  reason,  that  we  should  always  distrust  the  ex- 
aggerations of  a  vanquished  people.  He  calculates  that  a 
ball,  even  of  200  pounds,  would  require  a  charge  of  160 
poundB  of  powder;  and  that  the  stroke  would  be  feeble 
and  impotelit,  since  not  a  fifteenth  part  of  the  mass  could 
be  inflamed  at  the  same  moment  A  stranger  as  I  am  to 
the  art  of  destruction,  I  can  disom  that  the  modem  im- 
provements of  artillery  pffsfer  the  number  of  pieoea  to  the 
weight  of  metal;  the  qoioknesB  of  the  fire  to  the  sound,  or 
even  the  conaeqnfiiioe,  of  a  eingle  ezploaion.  Yet  I  dare 
not  reject  the  poaitiTe  and  nnanimons  evidence  of  oontem- 
poraiy  writers;  nor  can  it  seem  improbable  that  the  first 
artiatBi  in  their  mde  and  ambitious  efforts,  should  have 
tranogresBed  the  standard  of  moderation.  A  Turkish  can* 
non,  more  enormous  than  that  of  Mahomet,  still  guards  the 
entrance  of  the  Dardanelles;  and,  if  the  use  be  inconyen* 
ient|  it  has  been  f onnd  on  a  late  trial  that  the  effect  was 


drod  and  twenty- fivo  pounds  (Ducange,  rmkm^ov).  Ijoonardus  CShieneis  moaa- 
ured  ibe  ball  or  stoae  of  the  second  CMHKm;  La|Mdem,  qui  jMlmk  ondecim  ez 
BMia  MiMbst  in  gfra. 

Voliaire  (Hist.  Ocner.  c.  ici.  294).  Ho  was  ambltiouB  of  unlvmal  mon- 
archy; and  the  poet  IreqiMnt^  Mpires  to  Um  aaiiw  and  mrle  of  «a  Mtrononwr, 
a  olMnit^ 
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far  from  contemptible.  A  stone  bullet  of  eleven  hundred 
pounds'  weight  was  once  discharged  with  830  pounds  of 
powder;  at  the  distance  of  600  yards  it  shivered  into  three 
rocky  fragments,  traversed  the  strait,  and,  leaving  the 
waters  in  a  foam,  again  lose  and  bounded  againal  tba  op» 
posite  hill.** 

While  Mahomet  threatened  the  capital  of  the  East,  the 
Greek  emperor  implored  with  fervent  prayers  the  assist- 
ance of  earth  and  heaven.  But  the  invisible  powers  wefe 
deaf  to  hia  supplications;  and  Christendom  beheld  with  in- 
diiference  tho  &U  of  Cooatantinople,  while  she  derived  al 
least  some  promise  of  supply  from  the  jealoug  and  temporal 
policy  of  the  anhan  ol  £gypt  Soma  states  wete  too  weak, 
and  others  too  remote;  by  aome  the  danger  was  considered 
as  imaginary,  by  others  aa  ineriteble:  the  Weatem  prinoea 
were  involved  in  ibeir  endlaas  and  domestic  quarrels;  and 
the  Boman  pontiff  was  exasperated  by  the  falsehood  or  ob« 
stinaoy  of  the  Oieeka.  Instead  of  employing  in  their  favor 
the  arms  and  treaamea  of  Italy,  Nicholas  the  Fifth  had  fore- 
told their  approaohing  ruin;  and  hia  honor  was  engaged  in 
the  accomplishment  A  hia  prophecy.  Perhapa  he  was  soft- 
ened by  the  last  extremity  of  tiieir  distreaa;  bat  his  eompaa* 
aion  waa  tardy;  his  efforts  were  faint  and  unavailing;  and 
Oonstantinople  had  fallen  before  the  squadrons  of  Qenoa 
and  Venioe  eonid  sail  ixcan,  their  harbors.**  Even  the 
princes  of  the  Korea  and  of  the  Greek  islands  affected  a 
cold  nentralitj:  the  Genoese  eokmy  of  Gblato  n^tiated  a 
private  treaty;  and  the  snltsn  indulged  them  in  the  delu* 
sive  hope  that»  by  his  elemeney,  lliey  might  survive  the 
ruin  of  the  emph«.  A  plebeian  orowd,  and  some  Bysan* 
tine  nobles,  basely  witiidrew  from  the  danger  of  their  eoun- 

*•  Tlie  Baron  df  Totl  (iii.  p.  86-89).  who  fortified  the  Dnrdanollea  againgt 
the  Russians,  deAcribet*  in  a  lively,  and  even  oomic,  strain  his  own  prowess, 
and  the  eoBatomstion  of  Om  Tnrha.  Bat  tiiat  »dviiHoroue  trwraltor  sow  not 
possess  the  art  of  gaininpr  o'lr  ronfidence. 

*^  Nod  audivit,  fndignum  durons,  says  the  honest  Antoninus;  but  aa  the 
Bonum  court  was  aflenrard  gHev«d  «nd  ashamed,  we  flad  fhe  mora  eoniHy 
eiprcHfion  of  Platina.  in  animo  fnissr  pontinci  jiivnre  Onrcos,  and  f1io  p<")s5ilve 
Mwrijon  of  JS^oMm  8jrlTioi^  trtructam  dasaem,  etc  (i^nd.        1463,  Ko.  8)^ 
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try;  and  ihe  avarice  of  the  rich  denied  the  emperor,  and  re- 
seryed  for  the  Turks,  the  secret  treasures  which  might  have 
raised  in  their  defence  whole  armies  of  mercenaries."  The 
indigent  and  solitary  prince  prepared,  however,  to  sustain 
his  formidable  adversary;  but,  if  his  courage  were  equal  to 
the  peril,  his  strength  was  inadequate  to  the  contest.  In 
the  beginning  of  the  spring,  the  Turkish  vanguard  swept 
the  towns  and  villages  as  far  as  the  gates  of  Constantinople: 
submission  was  spared  and  protected;  whatever  presumed 
to  resist  was  exterminated  with  fire  and  sword.  The  Greek 
places  on  the  Black  Sea,  Mesembria,  Acheloum,  and  Bizon, 
surrendered  on  the  first  summons;  Selybria  alone  deserved 
the  honors  of  a  siege  or  blockade;  and  the  bold  inhabitants, 
while  they  were  invested  by  land,  launched  their  boats,  pil- 
laged the  opposite  coast  of  Cyzicus,  and  sold  their  captives 
in  the  public  market.  But  on  the  approach  of  Mahomet 
himself  all  was  silent  and  prostrate:  he  first  baited  at  the 
distance  of  five  miles;  and  from  thence,  advancing  in 
battle-array,  planted  before  the  gate  of  St  Roman  us  the 
Imperial  standard;  and,  on  the  sixth  day  of  April  (a.D. 
1453),  formed  the  memorable  siege  of  Constantinople. 

The  troops  of  Asia  and  Europe  extended  on  the  right 
and  left  from  the  Propontis  to  the  harbor:  the  Janis^ries 
in  the  front  were  stationed  before  the  sultan's  tent;  the  Ot- 
toman line  was  covered  by  a  deep  intrenchment;  and  a  sub 
ordinate  army  enclosed  the  suburb  of  Galata  and  watched 
the  doubtful  faith  of  the  Genoese.  The  inquisitive  Phi- 
lelphoB,  who  resided  in  Greece  about  thirty  years  before 
the  siege}  is  oonfident  that  all  the  Turkish  forces,  of  any 
name  or  value,  could  not  exceed  the  number  of  60,000 
hone  and  20,000  foot;  and  he  upbraids  the  pusillanimity 


*"  AnUmin.  Id  Proem. — Kpist.  OardinaL  Isidor.  apud  Spondanum;  and  Dr. 
J  .hiiHoa,  in  Um  trac^7  of  Iraaa^  hm  bappilj  MiMd  tUft  ehAcaotflriKio  dtmmr 

alaooe: 

The  groaning  Greeks  dip  up  the  goldm  mmnm. 

The  accumnlatpd  wonlth  of  hoarding  ages; 

That  wealth  which,  gnuiieU  u>  their  weeping  prinoa^ 
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of  the  nations,  who  had  tamely  yielded  to  a  handful  of 
Barbarians.  Such  indeed  might  be  the  regular  establish- 
ment of  the  Capiculi"  the  troops  of  the  Porte  who  marched 
with  the  prince  and  were  paid  from  his  royal  treasury.  But 
the  pachas,  in  their  respective  governments,  maintained  or 
levied  a  provincial  militia;  many  lands  were  held  by  a 
military  tenure;  many  volunteers  were  attracted  by  the 
hope  of  spoil;  and  the  sound  of  the  holy  trumpet  invited  a 
swarm  of  hungry  and  fearless  fanatics,  who  might  contrib« 
ute  at  least  to  multiply  the  terrors,  and  in  a  first  attack  to 
blunt  the  sworda,  of  the  Christians. .  The  whole  mass  of 
the  Turkish  powers  is  magnified  by  Duoas,  Chalcooon- 
dylfis,  and  Leonard  of  Ghios,  to  the  amount  of  three  or 
four  hundred  thousand  men;  but  Phranza  was  a  less  re- 
mote and  more  accurate  judge;  and  his  preoise  definition 
of  268,000  does  not  exceed  the  measure  of  experience  and 
probability.**  The  navy  of  the  besiegers  was  less  formida- 
ble: the  Fropontis  was  overspread  with  820  sail;  but  of 
these  no  more  than  eighteen  could  be  rated  as  gaUeys 
of  war;  and  the  far  greater  pari  must  be  degraded  to  the 
conditicm  of  storeships  and  transports,  which  poured  into 
the  camp  fresh  supplies  of  men,  ammunition,  and  provis« 
ions.  Li  her  last  decay,  Constantinople  was  still  peopled 
with  more  tiian  100,000  inhabitants;  but  these  numbers  are 
found  in  the  accounts,  not  of  war,  but  of  captivity;  and 
they  mostly  consisted  of  mechanics,  of  priests,  of  women, 
and  of  men  devoid  of  that  sjnrit  which  even  women  have 
sometimes  exerted  for  the  common  saf e^.  I  can  suppose, 
I  could  almost  excuse,  the  reluctance  of  subjects  to  serve 
on  a  distant  frontier,  at  the  will  of  a  tyrant;  but  the  man 


**  The  palatine  troops  are  styled  Capiculi.  tho  provincials.  SertUculi:  and 
most  of  the  namee  and  institutions  of  the  Turkish  militia  existed  before  the 
Canon  Nameh  of  SolinmQ  il.,  from  which,  and  his  own  experience,  Count 
llarsigli  has  composed  hia  military  state  of  the  Ottoman  empire. 

The  observation  of  Philelphus  is  approved  by  Cuspinian  in  the  year  160ft 
(de  Ccesar.  in  Epilog,  de  Uihi.  Turo.  p.  697).  Marsigli  proves  that  the  efleclive 
armies  of  the  Turks  are  much  less  numerous  thao  thqr  ippcier  In  the  army  that 
besieged  Oonsf  ■tfawplay,  lanaiwlni  OUenrie  nakoM  m  bqn  then  U^OCO  Jani- 
■aries. 
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who  dares  not  expose  his  life  in  the  defence  of  his  children 
and  his  property  has  lost  in  society  the  first  and  most  ac* 
tive  energies  of  nature.  By  the  emperor's  commandf  a 
particular  inquiry  had  been  made  through  the  streets  and 
houses,  how  many  of  the  citizens,  or  even  of  the  monks, 
were  able  and  willing  to  bear  arms  for  their  country.  The 
lists  were  intrusted  to  Phranza;"  and,  after  a  diligent  ad- 
dition, he  informed  hia  master,  with  grief  and  surprise,  that 
the  national  defence  was  reduced  to  4,970  Romans.  Be- 
tween Constantine  and  his  faithful  minister,  this  comfort- 
kss  secret  was  preserved;  and  a  sofficient  proportion  of 
shields,  cross-bows,  and  muskets  was  distribnted  from  the 
•isenal  to  the  city  bands.  They  derived  some  aocesflkm 
from  a  body  of  2,000  strangers,  under  the  comnumd  of 
John  Jnstiniani,  a  noble  Genoese;  a  liberal  donatiye  was 
advanoed  to  these  aiudliaries;  and  a  prinoelj  recompense, 
the  isle  of  Tiemnos,  was  promised  to  &e  yalor  and  Tictor/ 
of  their  ohieL  A  strong  chain  was  drawn  across  the  month 
d  the  harbor:  it  was  supported  by  some  Qrodc  and  Italian 
vessels  of  war  and  Merchandise;  and  the  ships  ol  every 
Ohristian  natian,  liuKt  mseessiveiy  aRived  from  Oandin 
and  the  Black  Sea,  were  detained  for  the  publio  serrioe. 
Against  the  powers  of  the  Ottoman  empire,  a  city  of  the 
extent  of  thirteen,  peihaps  ef  sixteen,  miles  was  defended 
by  a  noanty  garrison  of  seven  or  eight  thousand  soldiets. 
Bwope  and  Asia  wen  open  to  the  besiegerB;  but  tlie 
strength  and  provisions  of  tiie  Gieeks  must  sustain  a  daily 
deoraase;  nor  conUL  they  indulge  the  expectation  of  ai^' 
faeign  succor  or  supply.  ^ 

fnhe  primitive  Romans  would  have  drawn  tiieir  swoids 
in  the  resolution  of  death  or  conquest  The  primitive 
OhristianB  might  have  embnused  each  other,  and  awaited 
in  patience  and  charity  the  stroke  of  martyrdom.   But  the 


**  Ego,  aidera  (Lmp.)  tabdi—  extribui  non  Absque  dolore  M  mnwhrta,  n 
^  apad  M  doM  ilito  ooeolliM  waamnm  (PhraM%  I.  SL  «.  SX  Witll 

iodulfrenoe  for  natioDal  prejudices,  we  cannot  ^ — "  ' — "~  *"  ' 

aol  only  ol  publio  iaots,  but  of  privAte  ooudmIb. 
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Greeks  of  Constantinople  were  animated  onlj  by  the  spirit 
of  religion,  and  that  spirit  was  productive  only  of  animos- 
ity and  discord.  Before  his  death,  the  emperor  John  Pain* 
ologus  had  renounced  the  unpopular  measure  of  a  union 
with  the  Latins;  nor  was  the  idea  revived,  till  the  distress 
of  his  brother  Constantine  imposed  a  last  trial  of  Oattery 
and  dissimulation.'*  With  the  demand  of , temporal  aid,  his 
ambassadors  were  instructed  to  mingle  the  assurance  of  spir- 
itual obedience:  his  n^leot  of  the  church  was  excused  hj 
the  urgent  cares  of  the  state;  and  his  orthodox  wishes  so- 
licited the  presence  of  a  Boman  legate.  The  Vatioaa  had 
been  too  often  delnded;  yet  the  signs  of  repentance  could 
not  decently  be  oyerlooked;  a  legate  was  more  easily 
granted  than,  an  army;  and  about  six  months  before  the 
final  destruction,  the  cardinal  Isidore  of  Buasia  appeared 
in  that  chaiaoter  with  a  retinue  of  priests  and  soldiers. 
The  emperor  saluted  him  as  a  friend  and  father;  lespeot- 
fully  listened  to  his  public  and  private  sermons;  and,  with 
the  most  obeequioua  of  the  clergy  and  laymen,  subscribed 
the  act  of  union,  as  it  had  been  ratified  in  the  oounoil  of 
Florence.  On  the  18th  of  Deoember  (A.D.  1462),  the  two 
nations,  in  the  chuxoh  of  St  Sophia,  Joined  in  llie  com- 
munion of  sacrifice  and  prayer;  Mid  tiie  names  of  the  two 
pontifliB  were  solemnly  commemorated;  the  names  of  Nich- 
olas the  Fifth,  the  vicar  of  Christ,  and  el  tiie  patriarch 
Gregory  who  had  been  driven  into  exile  by  a  rebellious 
people. 

But  the  dress  and  language  of  the  Latin  priest  who  of- 
ficiated at  the  altar  were  an  object  of  scandal;  and  it  was 
observed  with  horror  that  he  consecrated  a  cake  or  wafer 
of  unleavened  bread,  and  poured  cold  water  into  the  cup  of 
the  sacrament.  A  national  historian  acknowledges  witli  a 
blnsh  that  none  of  his  countrymen,  not  the  emperor  hiui- 


**  In  Bpondnnus,  the  narrative  of  the  union  la  not  only  partial,  but  imperfect. 
The  bishop  of  Pamien  died  in  1642,  and  the  history  of  Ducaa,  which  represents 
the»anM(ai6^«t)«ilhiMh«rathaBdiiiril»«MaotfftalaS  tiBttoywr 
16M. 
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self,  mm  riaom  in  this  oooaaioiial  oonformi^.'*  Tfadr 
liastj  and  unconditioiial  sabnuBrion  mm  ptUfarted  by  a 
piomise  of  future  reTiaal;  but  tbe  best,  or  the  worrt,  of 
tbeir  eacnaee  mm  the  confession  of  their  own  perjury.  ^ 
When  they  were  pressed  by  the  reproaches  of  their  hon^ 
brethren,  "Have  patience/*  they  whispered,  "have  pa- 
tience till  God  shall  have  delivered  the  city  from  the  great 
dragon  who  seeks  to  devour  us.  You  shall  then  perceive 
whether  we  arc  truly  reconciled  with  the  Azymites."  But 
patience  is  not  tlui  attribute  of  zeal;  nor  can  the  arts  of  a 
court  be  iidajaod  to  the  freedom  and  violence  of  popular  en- 
thusia^sin.  From  the  dome  of  St  Sophia,  the  inhabitants  of 
either  sex,  and  of  every  degree,  rushed  in  crowds  to  the  cell 
of  the  monk  Gennadi  us,"  to  consult  the  oracle  of  the  church. 
The  holy  man  was  invisible;  entranced,  as  it  should  seem, 
in  deep  meditation  or  divine  rupture:  but  he  had  exposed 
on  the  door  of  his  cell  a  speaking  tablet;  and  they  succes- 
sively withdrew  after  reading  these  tremendous  words;  **0 
miserable  Romans,  why  will  ye  abandon  the  truth;  and 
why,  instead  of  confiding  in  God,  will  ye  put  your  trust  in 
the  Italians?  In  losing  your  faith,  you  will  lose  your  city. 
Have  mercy  on  me,  O  Lord!  I  protest,  in  thy  presence, 
that  I  am  innocent  of  the  crime.  O  miserable  Romans, 
consider,-  pause,  and  repent.  At  the  same  moment  that 
you  renounce  the  religion  of  your  fathers,  by  embracing 
impiety,  you  submit  to  a  foreign  servitude."  According 
to  the  advice  of  Gennadius,  the  religious  virgins,  as  pure 
as  angels  and  as  proud  as  demons,  rejected  the  act  of 
union,  and  abjured  all  commnnioii  ivitb  the  present  and 


■  Phranza,  one  of  the  conforming  GreetcH,  acknowIed(;efl  that  the  measure 
was  adopted  onlj  propter  apem  auxtlii;  he  affirms  with  pleasure  that  those  who 
refused  to  perform  their  devotions  in  St.  Sophia,  extra  culpam  et  in  pace  eesent 
(I.  iii.  c.  20). 

**  His  primiUve  and  secular  name  was  George  Scholarius,  which  he  changed 
for  that  of  Qennadius,  either  when  he  became  a  monk  or  a  patriarch.  His 
defence,  at  florenoe.  of  the  same  union  which  he  so  furiously  attacked  at  Con< 
•tanlinoplo.  has  lempt«d  Loo  Ailatius  (Dialrib.  do  OwrfriiM,  in  Fabric.  Biblio. 
Qnec  X.  160-786)  to  divide  him  into  two  men;  but  Keiiaudot  (pp.  343-383)  baa 
NMond  tlM  MmUIj  «<  lUs  pMM      tte  dnplial^  Of  his  dtsneiw. 
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fatnre  aasooiates  of  the  Latiiui;  and  their  example  was  ap- 
plauded and  imitated  by  the  greater  part  of  the  clergy  and 
people.  From  the  momurtery,  the  devout  Greeks  dispersed 
themaeiyes  in  the  taverns ;  drank  confusion  to  the  slaves  of 
the  pope ;  emptied  their  glasses  in  honor  of  the  image  of  the 
Holy  Virgin;  and  besought  her  to  defend  against  Mahomet 
the  oity  which  she  had  formerly  saved  from  Chosroes  and 
the  Chagan.  In  the  double  intoxication  of  seal  and  wine 
they  Taliantly  exclaimed,  ''What  occasion  have  we  for 
succor,  or  union,  or  Latins?  Far  from  us  be  the  worship 
of  the  Asymitesl"  During  the  winter  that  preceded  the 
Turldeh  eouquesti  the  nation  was-  distracted  bj  this  epi- 
dendoal  frenay;  and  the  season  of  Lent,  the  approach  of 
Saster,  instead  of  breath^ig  charity  and  love,  served  only 
to  fortify  the  obstinacy  and  infloenoe  of  the  aealots.  The 
eonf essofs  aomtinifled  and  alarmed  the  eonseienoe  of  their 
▼otaries,  and  a  rigorous  penanoe'waa  inqpoaed  on  thoaa  who 
bad  feoeived  tiie  emnmimion  from  a  priest  who  had  giyen 
an  express  or  taoii  oonsent  to  the  nnion.  His  service  at 
the  altar  propagated  the  infection  to  the  mute  and  simple 
spectators  of  the  oeremony:  they  forfeited,  by  the  impure 
spectacle,  the  virtue  of  the  saoerdotal  ehaxaoter;  nor  was  it 
lawful,  even  in  danger  d  sudden  death,  to  invoke  the  as- 
aistanoe  of  their  prayers  or  absolution.  Ko  sooner  had  tiie 
ehuroh  of  St.  Sophia  been  polluted  by  the  Latin  sacrifice 
than  it  was  deserted  as  a  Jewish  synagogue,  or  a  heathen 
temple,  by  the  clergy  and  people:  and  a  vast  and  gloomy 
rilenoe  prevailed  in  that  venerable  dome,  which  had  so 
often  smoked  with  a  cloud  of  incense,  blazed  with  innu- 
merable lights,  and  resounded  with  the  voice  of  prayer  and 
thanksgiving.  The  Latins  were  the  most  odious  of  heretics 
and  infidels;  and  the  first  minister  of  the  empire,  the  great 
duke,  was  heard  to  declare  that  he  had  rather  behold  in 
Constantinople  the  turban  of  Mahomet  than  the  pope's 
tiara  or  a  cardinal!s  hat.'*   A  sentiment  so  unworthy  of 

•MioA(o»',  KaXttwTp^  may  bo  fairly  translated  a  cardinal's  hilk   Tbi  dUbf- 
mat  ol  Uw  Qraek  and  Latia  habiu  imbitiared  Hm  MhiMB. 
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OluWaiumd  pilriiJte  m  fumliar  nd  fiiliil  to 
tiM  emperor  was  deprired  of  the  effoetkm  and  support  of 
his  rabjeots;  and  tbcir  nathre  eoiwaidioe  was  sanctiikd  by 
resignation  to  the  divine  deootee  or  the  viaionar j  hope  of  a 
miraculous  deliyeranoe. 

Of  the  triangle  which  composes  the  figure  of  Constanti- 
nople, the  two  sides  along  the  sea  were  made  inaccessible 
to  an  enemy;  the  Propontis  by  nature,  and  the  harbor  by 
art.  Between  the  two  waters,  the  ba^sis  of  the  triangle,  the 
land  side  was  protected  by  a  double  wall  and  a  deep  ditch 
of  the  depth  of  one  hundred  feet.  Against  this  line  of  f<Mr- 
tification,  which  Phranza,  an  eye-witness,  prolongs  to  the 
measure  of  six  miles, **  the  Ottomans  directed  their  princi- 
pal attack;  and  the  emperor,  after  distributing  the  service 
and  command  of  the  most  perilous  stations,  undertook  the 
defence  of  the  external  wall.  In  the  first  days  of  the  si^e 
(a.D.  1453,  April  6-May  29),  the  Greek  soldiers  descended 
into  the  ditch  or  sallied  into  the  field;  but  they  soon  discoT- 
ered  that,  in  the  proportion  of  their  numbers,  one  Christian 
was  of  more  value  than  twenty  Turks;  and,  after  these  bold 
preludes,  tlioy  were  prudently  content  to  maintain  the  ram- 
part with  their  missile  weapons.  Nor  should  this  prudence 
be  accused  of  pusillanimity.  The  nation  was  indeed  pusil- 
lanimous and  base;  but  the  last  Constantine  deserves  the 
name  of  a  hero:  his  noble  band  of  volunteers  was  inspired 
vith  Boinan  virtue;  and  the  foreign  auxiliaries  sn}iported 
lihe  honor  of  the  Western  chivalry.  The  incessant  volleys 
oC  lances  and  arrows  were  accompanied  with  the  smoke,  the 
iound,  and  the  fire,  of  their  musketry  and  cannon.  Their 
amall  arms  discharged  at  the  same  time  either  five,  or  even 
ten,  balia  at  lead,  of  the  size  of  a  walnut;  and,  according  to 
the  cloaeneaa  o£  the  ranks  and  the  fovoe  of  the  powder,  00r« 
eral  braaa^iktei  and  bodies  were  transpieiced  bj  the  sama 


*  We  aro  obllgod  to  reduce  the  Greek  milos  to  ^e  unaltott  meaflure  whhA 
$«  piw<»rYod  in  lh<*  T<»r«tfl  of  Ruffia.  of  647  F^nrh  toine^,  and  of  104|  U>  a 
degreei.  The  six  biUm  o£  Pbraaa*  ck>  not  ejueed  twu  ifaagltali  iiulf«  (d'AnviJle^ 
MMmw  UiMT.      6U  lia»  tlft^k 
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shot.  But  the  Turkish  approckihes  were  soon  sunk  in 
trenches  or  covered  with  ruins.  Each  day  added  to  tlie 
science  of  the  Christians;  but  their  inadequate  stock  of 
gunpowder  was  wasted  in  the  operations  of  ^ch  day. 
Their  ordnance  was  not  powerful,  either  in  size  or  num- 
ber; and,  if  they  possessed  some  heavy  cannon,  they  feared 
to  plant  theui  on  the  walls,  lest  the  aged  structure  should 
be  shaken  and  overthrown  by  the  explosion.*'  The  same 
destructive  secret  had  been  revealed  to  the  Moslems;  by 
whom  it  was  employed  with  the  superior  energy  of  zeal, 
riches,  and  despotism.  The  great  cannon  of  Mahomet  has 
been  separately  noticed;  an  important  and  visible  object 
in  the  history  of  the  times:  but  that  enormous  engine  was 
flanked  by  two  fellows  almost  of  equal  magnitude:*"  the 
long  order  of  the  Turkish  artillery  was  pointed  aguinst  the 
walLi;  fourteen  batteries  thundered  at  once  on  the  most 
accessible  places;  and  of  one  of  these  it  is  ambiguously 
expressed  that  it  was  mounted  with  ISO  guns,  or  that  it 
discharged  180  bullets.  Yet,  in  the  power  and  activity  of 
the  sultan,  we  may  discern  the  infancy  of  the  new  science. 
Under  a  master  who  counted  the  moments,  tiie  great  can- 
non could  be  loaded  and  fired  no  more  than  seren  thaoff  ia 
ODtt  ^j."  Tiie  heated  metal  nnfortunately  bnrat;  semul 
workmen  were  destroyed;  and  the  akill  o£  an  artisi  wia 
admired  wW  bethougiU  himaelf  of  preyenting'  tiiA  danger 
and  the  aeeident  by  ponwwg  eil,  aftcv  eadi  exploaion, 
into  the  mouth  of  the  caauMO. 

The  flnl  zaadoA  shoti  wen  pBadwotbre  of  mom  MFmid 


^  At  Indies  doctfores  nostri  facti  paravere  contra  howtes  mRchfnaraenta,  qua 
tamen  avare  dabantur.    Pulvia  erat  nilri  irfodioa  ezigua;  lela  modioa;  bom- 

Jvoisque  tectoe  non  poterant.  Nam  si  qua;  mavo^fp  onint,  no  munis  concuter- 
elur  Qoatar,  qaioMabaak  This  paaaa|;e  o£  Leonardua  Cliieaan  ia  cuhoua  and 
vugortaaL 

"  Accordintr  to  r?ialcocondylef<  and  Phrrinzn.  the  jrrp»t  cannon  buret;  an 
aooUoni  whidi,  acoerdiug  tA  mnata,  waa  fvevei^ed  bj  tba  artiat's  aUIL  It  ia 
eiiteit  tint  tiMf  do  Ml  ipMiK  •!  As  MMfn. 

■  Near  a  bundled  yeare  aftar  the  siego  of  Oonatantinople.  tho  French  and 
IwdlBb  fiMtt  ia  tiM  Ulnaaat  wan  nroad  AdBgaM  iteiC  ia  as  eBngooMnt «( 
two  hmQtMmu  ^  MMtla  da  BaUiy,  L    jatiw CMwt.  giawil» aaUM^ 
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than  effeeft;  and  it  nas  by  the  advice  of  a  Ohristian  tliat 
the  engineera  were  taught  to  level  their  aim  against  the  two 
oppoeite  sides  of  the  salient  angles  of  a  bastion.  However 
in^Mrfeeti  the  weight  and  repetition  of  the  fire  made  some 
impression  on  the  walls;  and  the  Torks,  pushing  their  ap- 
proaches to  the  edge  of  the  diteh,  attempted  to  fill  the  enor- 
mous chasm  and  to  build  a  road  to  the  assault/*  Innu- 
merable fascines,  and  hogsheads,  and  trunks  of  trees  were 
heaped  on  each  other;  and  such  was  the  impetuosity  of  the 
throng,  that  the  foremost  and  the  weakest  were  pushed 
headlong  down  the  precipice,  and  instantly  buried  under 
the  accumulated  mass.  To  fill  the  ditch  was  the  toil  of 
the  besiegers;  to  clear  away  tlie  rubbish  was  the  safety  of 
the  besieged;  and,  after  a  long  and  bloody  conflict,  the  web 
that  had  been  woven  in  the  day  was  still  unravelled  in  the 
night.  The  next  resource  of  Mahomet  was  the  practice  of 
mines;  but  the  soil  was  rocky;  in  every  attempt  he  was 
stopped  and  undermined  by  the  Christian  engineera;  nor 
had  the  art  been  yet  invented  of  replenishing  those  subter- 
raneous passages  with  gunpowder  and  blowing  whole  towers 
and  cities  into  the  air.*'  A  circumstance  that  distinguishes 
the  siege  of  Constantinople  is  the  reunion  of  the  ancient 
and  modem  artillery.  The  cannon  were  intermingled  with 
the  mechanical  engines  for  casting  stones  and  darts;  the 
bullet  and  the  battering-ram  were  directed  against  the  same 
walls;  nor  had  the  discovery  of  gunpowder  superseded  the 
use  of  the  liquid  and  inextinguishable  fire.  A  wooden 
turret  of  the  largest  size  was  advanced  on  rollers:  this 
portable  magazine  of  ammunition  and  fascines  was  pro- 


I  have  selected  Home  curious  facta,  without  striving  to  emulate  the  bloody 
and  obstinate  eloquence  of  the  abM  de  Yertot,  in  his  prolix  desoriptioDS  of  Um 
sieges  of  Rhodes.  Malta,  etc  But  that  agreeable  htstoriaa  iM  a  tmn  lor 
romance,  and  as  he  wrote  to  pleaee  the  order,  be  had  adopted  the  same  spirit 
cf  eothusiaBm  and  chivalry. 

^  The  first  theory  of  mines  with  gunpowder  appears  in  1480,  In  a  118.  of 
George  of  Sienna  (Tiraboschi,  vi.  i.  324).  They  wore  first  practiced  at  Sarza- 
Delia,  in  1487 ;  but  the  honor  and  improvement  in  1503  is  ascribed  to  Peter  of 
Vavarre,  who  used  them  with  aoooeas  In  the  wars  ot  Italy  (Hist,  de  la  Ligue 
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tected  by  a  threefold  covering  of  bulls'  hides;  incessant 
volleys  were  securely  discharged  from  the  loop-holes;  in 
the  front,  three  doors  were  contrived  for  the  alternate  sally 
and  retreat  of  the  soldiers  and  workmen.  They  ascended 
by  a  staircase  to  the  upper  platform;  and,  as  high  as  the 
level  of  that  platform,  a  scaling-ladder  could  be  raised  by 
pulleys  to  form  a  bridge  and  grapple  with  the  adverse  ram- 
part. By  these  various  arts  of  annoyance,  some  as  new  as 
they  were  pernicious  to  the  Greeks,  the  tower  of  St.  Bo- 
man  us  was  at  length  overturned:  after  a  severe  struggle, 
the  Turks  were  repulsed  from  the  breach  and  interrupted 
by  darkness;  but  they  trusted  that  with  the  return  of  light 
they  should  renew  the  attack  with  fresh  vigor  and  deoinye 
saoceai.  01  this  pause  of  action,  this  interval  of  hope,  each 
moment  was  improyed  by  the  actiyity  of  the  emperor  and 
Justiniani,  who  passed  the  night  on  the  spot,  and  oiged 
the  labors  which  involved  the  safety  of  the  church  and 
city.  At  the  dawn  of  day,  the  impatient  sultan  petoeiyed, 
with  astonishment  and  grief,  that  his  wooden  tnrtvt  had 
been  reduced  to  ashes:  the  ditch  was  cleared  and  restored; 
and  the  tower  of  St.  Bomanos  was  again  strong  and  entire. 
He  deplored  the  ^ore  ol  his  design;  and  nttered  a  pro- 
fane exclamation,  that  the  word  of  lihe  87,000  prophets 
should  not  haye  compelled  him  to  befieya  that  aiwh  a 
work,  in  so  short  a  time,  oonld  haye  been  aooomplislied 
by  the  infidels. 

The  generosity  of  the  Ohristian  princes  was  oold  and 
tardy;  but,  in  the  first  apprehension  ii  a  liega,  Constantine 
had  negotiated,  in  liie  isles  of  the  Aiehipeli^,  the  Mores, 
and  Sicily,  the  most  indispensable  supplies.  As  early  as 
the  beginning  of  April,  fiye**  great  ships  equipped  for  mat* 
chandise  and  war  would  haye  sailed  from  liie  harbor  of 


It  is  HiDf^Iar  that  the  Qrpokn  phoiild  not  atrree  In  the  number  of  these 
iiiuatriuua  veiaek ;  (he  fivt  of  Uucas,  the  Jow  of  Phranza  aad  Leonardus,  atid 
the  Iiii0  4it  Cbaloocondjlee.  miMt  to  extended  to  the  Bmaller,  or  eootltied  to 
larger,  size.  Voltaire,  in  giving  eoecC  theie  ehifi  l»  JMHit  UL,  saaicNyide 
the  emperors  oI  the  £aat  and  WesW 
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Chios,  had  not  the  wind  blown  obstinately  from  the  north." 
One  of  these  ships  bore  the  Imperial  flag;  the  remaining 
four  belonged  to  the  Genoese;  and  they  were  laden  with 
wheat  and  barley,  with  wine,  oil,  and  vegetables,  and, 
above  all,  with  soldiers  and  mariners,  for  the  service  of 
the  capital.  After  a  tedious  delay,  a  gentle  breeze,  and, 
on  the  second  day,  a  strong  gale  from  the  south,  earned 
them  through  the  Hellespont  and  the  Propontis:  but  the 
city  was  already  invested  by  sea  and  land;  and  the  Turk- 
iah  fleet,  at  the  entrance  of  the  Bosphorns,  was  stretched 
iiom  shore  to  shore,  in  the  form  of  a  crescent,  to  intercept, 
or  at  least  to  repel,  these  bold  auxiliaries.  The  reader  who 
hae  present  to  his  mind  the  geographical  pictiure  of  Constan- 
tinople will  conceive  and  admire  the  greatness  of  the  spec- 
tacle. The  five  Christian  ships  continued  to  advance  with 
jojful  shouts,  and  a  full  press,  both  of  sails  and  oars, 
•gainst  a  hostile  fleet  of  800  vessels;  and  the  rampart, 
the  camp,  the  coasts  of  Europe  and  Asia,  were  lined  with 
innnmenkbla  spectators,  who  anxiously  awaited  the  arent 
ol  this  momentona  snocor.  At  the  first  yiew  that  event 
conld  not  appear  doubtful;  the  saperiority  of  the  Moslems 
was  beyond  all  measure  or  account;  and,  in  a  calm,  their 
numbers  and  valor  must  inevitably  have  prevailed.  Bat 
iheir  hasty  and  imperfect  navy  had  been  created,  not  by 
the  genius  of  fhe  people,  bat  by  the  will  of  the  sidtan:  in 
the  height  of  their  prosperity,  the  Tarks  have  acknowl* 
edged  that,  if  God  had  given  them  the  earth,  he  had  left 
the  sea  to  the  infidels;**  and  a  series  of  defeats,  a  rapid 
progress  of  decay,  has  established  the  troth  ol  their  modest 
oonfesdon.  Except  eighteen  galleys  of  some  force,  the  rest 
ci  their  fleet  consisted  of  open  boats,  rudely  constraoted  and 


^  In  bold  defiance,  or  rather  in  gross  ignorance,  of  language  and  geography, 
pteeident  Oousin  detains  them  at  Ghloa  with  a  WMth,  and  wafta  thean  to 
OoDstantinople  with  a  north,  wind. 

^  The  perpetual  decay  and  wealcness  of  the  Turkish  navy  may  be  observed 
In  Bjeaot  (State  of  the  Ottom.  Bmp.  pp.  8TS-8V8),  Thevenot  (Vojag.  p.  L  pp. 
229^242),  and  Tott  (Man.  UL);  tbilialof  wbontaalwaja  aoUoiloat  t»  mmom 
and  amaze  his  reader. 
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awkwardly  managed,  crowded  with  troops,  and  destitute  of 
cannon;  and,  since  courage  arises  in  a  great  measure  from 
the  consciousness  of  strength,  the  bravest  of  the  Janizaries 
might  tremble  on  a  new  element.  In  the  Christian  squad- 
ron, five  stout  and  lofty  ships  were  guided  by  skilful  pilots, 
and  manned  with  the  veterans  of  Italy  and  Greece,  long 
practiced  in  the  arts  and  perils  of  the  sea.  Their  weight 
was  directed  to  sink  or  scatter  tlie  weak  obstarles  that  im- 
peded their  passage:  their  artillery  swept  the  waters:  their 
liquid  fire  was  poured  on  the  heads  of  the  adversaries,  who, 
with  the  design  of  boarding,  presumed  to  approach  them; 
and  the  winds  and  waves  are  alwavs  on  the  side  of  the 
ablest  navigators.  In  this  conflict  the  Imperial  vessel,  which 
had  been  almost  overpowered,  was  rescued  by  the  Genoese; 
bat  the  Turks,  in  a  distant  and  closer  attack,  were  twioe 
lepnlsed  with  considerable  I0B8.  Mahomet  himself  sat  on 
]ionel>aok  on  Ike  beaoh,  ti>  caooaitge  tbmr  yalor  by  his 
Yoice  and  presence,  by  the  promise  of  reward,  and  bj  fear, 
more  potent  than  the  fear  of  the  enemy.  The  passions  of 
his  soul,  and  eyen  the  gestures  of  his  body,**  seemed  to  im- 
itate the  actions  of  the  oombatants ;  and,  M  if  he  had  been 
the  lord  of  nature,  he  spuned  his  horse  with  a  fearless  and 
impotent  effort  into  the  sea.  His  load  reproaches,  and  the 
clamors  of  the  camp,  urged  the  Ottomans  to  a  third  attaok, 
more  fatal  and  bloody  than  the  two  former;  and  I  must  re- 
peat, thoogh  I  cannot  oredit,  the  evidence  of  PhranEa,  who 
affirms,  from  their  own  moiitli,  that  they  lost  abore  18,000 
men  in  the  slaughter  of  tiie  day.  They  fled  in  dieofder  to  • 
the  shores  of  Enrope  and  Asia,  while  the  Ohristian  sqoad- 
ron,  triumphant  and  unhurt,  steered  along  the  Boephorus, 
and  securely  anehored  within  the  chain  of  the  harbor.  In 
the  confidence  of  victory,  they  boasted  that  the  whole  Turk- 
ish power  must  have  yielded  to  their  arms;  but  the  admiral, 
or  oi^itain  paoha,  found  some  consolation  for  a  painful  wound 


•  I  mu8l  confeaa  that  I  have  before  my  ©jreo  tlio  IMng  picture  wliich 
Thiicydides  (1.  vii.  c.  71)  ha^  drawn  of  the  pasHinnfi  nm\  p(«turM4lC  tllA  AttM* 
xiiauti  ia  a  xiav*l  engagemeat  in  tho  grtftt  liarbor  of  B/r&cufie. 
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in  his  eye,  by  repreeentiiig  that  accident  as  the  cause  of  his 
defeat.  Baltha  Ogli  was  a  renegade  of  the  race  of  the  Bul- 
garian princes;  his  military  character  was  tainted  with  the 
unpopular  vice  of  avarice;  and,  under  the  despotism  of 
the  prince  or  people,  misfortune  is  a  sufficient  evidence 
of  guilt.  His  rank  and  services  were  annihilated  by  the 
displeasure  of  Mahomet.  In  the  royal  presence,  the  cap- 
tain pacha  was  extended  on  the  ground  by  four  slaves,  and 
received  one  hundred  strokes  with  a  golden  rod:**  his  death 
had  been  pronounced;  and  he  adored  the  clemency  of  the 
Bultan,  who  was  satisfied  with  the  milder  punishment  of 
confiscation  and  exile.  The  introduction  of  this  supply  re- 
vived the  hopes  of  the  Greeks,  and  accused  the  supineness 
of  their  Western  allies.  Amid  the  deserts  of  Anatolia  and 
the  rocks  of  Palestine,  the  millions  of  the  crusades  had 
buried  themselves  in  a  voluntary  and  inevitable  grave; 
but  the  situation  of  the  Imperial  city  was  strong  against 
her  enemies  and  accessible  to  her  friends;  and  a  rational 
and  moderate  armament  of  the  maritime  states  might  have 
iayed  the  relics  of  the  Eoman  name,  and  maintained  a 
Christian  fortress  in  the  heart  of  the  Ottoman  empire. 
Yet  this  was  the  sole  and  feeble  attempt  for  the  deliyer* 
ance  of  Constantinople:  the  more  distant  powers  were  in- 
sensible of  its  danger;  and  the  ambassador  of  Hongarj,  or 
at  least  of  Huniades,  resided  in  the  Turkish  camp,  to  re- 
moye  the  fears,  and  to  direct  the  operations,  of  the  snltan.*' 
It  was  diffioolt  for  the  Greeks  to  penetrate  the  secret  of 
ihe  divan;  yet  the  Greeks  are  persuaded  that  a  resistanoe, 
so  obstinate  and  snrprising,  had  fatigued  the  perseverance 
ol  Mahomet.  He  b^an  to  meditate  a  retreat,  and  the  siege 
wonld  have  been  speedily  laisedi  if  the  ambition  and  jealousy 


^  Aeeordlnf^  to  tiie  nrnt^gmMan  or  eonupt  t»zt  of  Daeu  (c.  38),  this 

golden  bar  was  of  the  enormous  and  incredible  woipht  of  500  libra?,  or  pouiida. 
Bouillaud*8  reading  of  500  dnchm«,  or  Ave  pounds,  is  sufficient  to  exercise  the 
•nn  of  Mahomet,  and  brulM  tiie  baeilr  of  hfii  admiral. 

Ducas,  who  confortHcs  himself  ill  inforroed  of  thft  afliirs  of  Hunpary, 
aaaigns  a  motive  of  superstition,  a  fatal  belief  that  Constantinople  would  be  the 
tm  of  th«  Trnkiah  esoquceto.   thnam  (L  iU.  &  SO)  aod  Spondanua. 
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of  the  second  vizier  had  not  opposed  the  perfldions  advice 
of  Calil  Pacha,  who  still  maintiiined  a  secret  correspondence 
with  the  Byzantine  court.     The  reduction  of  the  city  ap- 
peared to  be  hopeless,  unless  a  double  attack  could  be 
made  from  the  harbor  as  well  as  from  the  land;  but  the 
harbor  was  inaccessible:  an  impenetrable  chain  was  now 
defended  by  eight  large  ships,  more   than   twenty  of  a 
smaller  size,  with  several  galleys  and  sloops;  and,  instead 
of  forcing  this  barrier,  the  Turks  might  apprehend  a  naval 
sally,  and  a  second  encounter  in  the  open  sea.    In  this  per- 
plexity, the  genius  of  Mahomet  conceived  and  executed  a 
plan  of  a  bold  and  marvellous  cast,  of  transporting  by  land 
his  lighter  vessels  and  military  stores  from  the  Bosphorus 
into  the  higher  part  of  the  hiurbor.   The  distance  is  about 
ten  miles;  the  ground  m  uneven,  and  was  overspread  with 
thickets;  and,  as  the  road  must  be  opened  behind  the 
suburb  of  Galata,  their  free  passage  or  total  destniotioii 
must  depend  on  the  option  of  Ihe  Genoese.    But  these  self- 
ish merchants  were  ambitious  of  the  faror  of  being  the  last 
devoured;  and  the  deficiency  of  art  was  supplied  bj  the 
strength  of  obedient  myriads.   A  level  way  was  covered 
with  a  broad  platform  of  strong  and  solid  planks;  and,  to 
render  them  more  sHppery  and  smooth,  thejr  were  anointed 
with  the  fat  of  sheep  and  oxen.   Fouisoore  light  galleys 
and  brigantines  of  fifty  and  thirty  oars  were  dj^embarked 
on  the  Bosphorus  shore;  arranged  suocessively  on  rollers; 
and  drawn  forward  by  the  power  of  men  and  pulleys.  Two 
guides  or  pilots  were  stationed  at  tho  lielm,  and  the  prow,  of 
each  vessel;  the  sails  were  unfurled  to  the  winds;  and  the 
labor  was  cheered  by  song  and  acclamation.   In  tiie  course 
of  a  single  night,  this  Turkish  fleet  painfully  climbed  the 
hill,  stomd  over  the  plain,  and  was  launched  from  the  de- 
/      clivi^  into  the  shallow  waters  of  the  harbor,  far  above  the 
molestation  cf  the  deeper  vessels  of  the  Greeks.  The  real 
importance  of  this  operation  was  magnified  by  the  eonster* 
nation  and  oonfidence  which  it  inspired:  but  tiie  notorious, 
unquestionable  fad  was  -displayed  before  the  eyes,  and  is 
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recorded  by  the  pens,  of  the  two  nations.  *  A  similar 
stratagem  had  been  repeatedly  practiced  by  tlie  ancients :*• 
the  Ottoman  galleys  (I  must  again  repeat)  should  be  con- 
sidered as  large  boats;  and,  if  we  compare  the  magnitude 
and  the  distance,  the  oljstitcles  and  the  means,  the  boastwi 
miracle**  has  perhaps  been  equalled  by  the  industry  of  our 
own  times.*'  As  soon  as  Mahomet  had  occupied  the  upper 
harhor  with  a  fleet  and  army,  he  constructed,  in  the  nar- 
rowest part,  a  bridge,  or  rather  mole,  of  60  cubits  in 
breadth  and  100  in  length;  it  was  formed  of  casks  and 
hogsheads,  joined  with  raften?  linked  with  iron,  and  cov- 
ered witii  a  solid  floor.  On  this  floating  battery  he  planted 
one  of  his  largest  cannon,  while  the  fourscore  galleys,  with 
troops  and  scaling-ladders,  approached  the  most  accessible 
side,  which  had  formerly  been  stormed  by  the  Latin  con- 
querors. Tlie  indolence  of  the  Christians  has  been  accused 
for  not  destro3'i!ig  these  unfinished  works;  but  tlieir  fire, 
by  a  superior  fire,  was  controlled  and  silenced;  nor  were 
they  wanting  in  a  nocturnal  attempt  to  burn  the  vessels  as 
well  as  the  bridge  of  the  sultm.  His  vigilance  prevented 
their  approach;  their  foremost  galliots  were  sunk  or  t&ken; 
forty  youths,  the  bravest  of  Italy  and  Greece,  were  inhu- 
manly massacred  at  his  command;  nor  could  the  emperor^s 
grief  be  usaaged  by  the  just  though  cruel  retaliatioa  of  ex- 
posing from  the  walls  the  heads  of  260  Mussulman  captives. 
After  a  siege  of  forty  days,  the  fate  of  Constantinopla  ooald 
no  longer  be  averted.  The  diminutive  garriwm  was  ex- 
haoBted  by  •  double  atlaok:  tbe  iortifloatioBM,  wbUh  had 


The  unanfmotiB  tentimony  of  the  four  Oreeks  fs  confirmed  by  Cantem. 
(p.  96)  from  the  Turkish  annaJs:  but  I  oould  wiah  U>  cunUitcl  tlio  dmtaiicu  of 
ten  nn\(iA,  and  to  prolonfp  tlM  term  of  one  night. 

**  Phranra  relates  two  exnmplef  of  a  pimilar  trannportation  oTer  the  six  miles 
of  the  I.sihiuua  of  Corinth ;  iho  odo  fabulous,  of  Augui^Uis  after  the  battle  of 
Acttuni;  the  other  true,  of  Nlcetaa,  u  Greek  gctirral  in  the  xth  cn^ntiuj.  To 
these  he  miirlit  have  added  a  bold  eaterpriHe  of  Hannibal,  to  intn  duQeliklviinale 
into  the  hurbor  of  Tareulum  (PoljrbtUB,  I.  viii.  74U,  ed.  (Jrunov.). 

"  A  Greek  of  Ouidis,  who  had  aerved  the  Venetians  \n  a  simibr  nndui  <  Jrlag 
(flpOBd.  A,I».  1438,  No.  37).  might  poHHibly  bo  tlie  ftdvifter  and  agent  of  Mahomet 

**  I  particularly  allude  to  our  own  embarkatiooa  ou  the  lakes  of  Canada  i&  the 
jem  im  Md  im,  w  giwC  te  <fa»  Ite,  w  MttM  to  tte  evMt 
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stood  for  ages  against  hostile  violence,  were  dismantled  on 
all  sides  by  the  Ottoman  cannon:  many  breaches  were 
opened;  and,  near  the  gate  of  St.  Romanus,  four  towers 
had  been  levelled  with  the  ground.  For  the  payment  of 
his  feeble  and  mutinous  troops,  Constantine  was  compelled 
to  despoil  the  churches  with  the  promise  of  a  fourfold  res- 
titution; and  his  sacrilege  offered  a  new  reproach  to  the 
enemies  of  the  union.  A  spirit  of  discord  impaired  the 
remnant  of  the  Christian  strength :  the  Genoese  and  Vene- 
tian auxiliaries  asserted  the  pre-eminence  of  their  respec-  ' 
*  tive  service;  and  Justiniani  and  the  great  duke,  whose 
ambition  was  not  extinguished  bj  the  common  danger,  ao- 
cused  each  other  of  treachery  and  cowardice. 

Daring  the  siege  of  Constantinople,  the  words  of  peace 
and  capitulation  had  been  sometimes  pronounced;  and  sev- 
eral embassies  had  passed  between  the  camp  and  the  city." 
The  Greek  emperor  was  humbled  by  adversity;  and  would 
haY6  yielded  to  any  terms  compatible  with  religion  and 
royalty.  The  Turkish  sultan  was  desiioaa  of  sparing  the 
blood  of  his  soldiers;  still  more  deBurons  of  seonring  for 
his  own  use  the  Bysantine  treasures;  and  he  accomplished 
a  sacred  duty  in  presenting  to  the  Oahours  the  choice  of 
oixcnmcision,  of  tribute,  ot  of  death.  The  ayarioe  of  Ma- 
homet might  have  been  satisfied  with  an  annual  sum  of 
100,000  ducats:  but  his  ambition  grasped  the  capital  of  the 
Bast:  to  the  prince  he  offered  a  rich  equivalent,  to  the 
people  a  free  toleration,  or  a  safe  departure:  but,  after 
some  fruitless  delay,  he  (Hay  20)  declared  his  resolution  of 
finding  either  a  ihrone,  or  a  grave,  under  the  walls  of  Con- 
stantinople. A  sense  of  honor,  and  the  fear  of  universal 
reproach,  forbade  PaUsoIogus  to  resign  the  city  into  the 
hands  of  the  Ottomans;  and  he  determined  to  abide  the 
last  extremities  of  war.  Several  days  were  employed  by 
the  sultan  in  the  preparations  of  the  assault;  and  a  lespile 


Ohaloocondjles  and  Ducas  differ  in  the  time  and  circumstances  of  the 
negotiation ;  and  m  it  was  neither  glorioua  nor  aahatMty,  Iho  Phmiia 
spares  his  prinoe  ef«a  th«  thought  of  a  sttrreodar. 
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was  g^ranted  by  his  farorite  science  of  astrology,  which 
had  fixed  on  the  twenty-ninth  of  May  as  the  fortunate 
and  fatal  hour.  On  the  evening  of  the  twenty-seventh  he 
issued  his  orders;  assembled  in  his  presence  the  military 
chiefs;  and  dispersed  his  heralds  through  the  camp  to  pro- 
claim the  duty,  and  the  motives,  of  the  j)erilous  enterprise. 
Fear  is  the  first  principle  of  a  despotio  government;  and 
his  menaces  were  expressed  in  the  Oriental  style,  that  the 
fugitives  and  deserters,  had  they  the  wings  of  a  bird," 
should  not  escape  from  his  inexorable  justice.  The  greater 
part  of  his  pachas  and  Janizaries  were  the  offspring  of 
Christian  parents;  but  the  glories  of  the  Turkish  name 
were  perpetuated  by  successive  adoption;  and,  in  the 
gradual  change  of  individuals,  the  spirit  of  a  legion,  a 
regiment,  or  an  oda^  is  kept  alive  by  imitation  and  disci- 
pline. In  this  holy  warfare,  the  Moslems  were  exhorted 
to  purify  their  minds  with  prayer,  their  bodies  with  seven 
ablutions;  and  to  abstain  from  food  till  the  close  of  the 
ensuing  day.  A  crowd  of  dervishes  visited  the  tento,  to  in* 
atii  ^  desire  of  martyrdom,  and  the  assnrance  of  spending 
an  immortal  jonth  amid  the  riven  and  gardens  of  paradise 
and  in  the  embraoes  of  the  black-eyed  viigins.  Yet  Mn- 
hornet  prineipaUy  trusted  to  the  effieaey  of  temporal  and 
visible  rewaids.   A  double  paj  was  promised  to  tbe  vioto- 


**  TbMB  witags  (Chalooooiid.  L  yiR.  SO^  ai*  no  mora  tlian  as  Orleiital  flgaro; 
knfe  fcl  Htm  Ingedy  of  Irene,  Mahomet*!  passion  soars  above  MMO  and  liaaoa« 

Should  the  fierce  North,  upon  his  froxen  wingi^ 

Bear  him  aloft  above  the  wondering  clouds. 
And  seat  him  in  the  Pleiads'  golden  chariot — 
Thence  should  niy  fury  drag  him  down  to  tortures. 

Besides  tbe  extravagauce  of  tbe  raut,  I  must  observe,  1.  That  tbe  opeiatioa  of 
the  wtads  muBt  be  conflned  to  the  mrar  ragfon  of  the  atr.  S.  Thitf  die  mme^ 
f'TynioIogy,  and  fable  of  the  Pleiads  are  purely  Greek  (ScholinHt  ad  Homer. 
2  686.  Eudocia  in  Ionia,  p.  339.  ApoUodor.  1.  iii.  c  10.  Ueine,  p.  229,  Not 
C82),  and  had  no  afllnt^  with  the  astronomy  of  the  Bast  (Hyde  nd  Vlugbeg, 
Tabul.  hi  Syntagma  Dissert.  L  pp.  40,  42.  Qcguei,  Oripne  dee  Arts,  etc.,  ri 
73-78.  Qebelin,  Hist,  du  Calendrier,  p.  73)|  wbieb  Mahomet  bad  atudied.  8. 
The  g^oldon  chariot  does  not  exist  ^toer  In  sdenoe  or  ficti<m ;  butlonidk  tar 
tfuit  l)r.  Johnson  has  coofounded  the  Flaieite  vl^lllO  sraa  keWV^gOS^  tilS 
•ediao  wita  •  aortavn  oonstellation : 

Apatvr        mm  m^iM^w  tuiuk^w  mAotwow 
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rious  troops:  "The  city  and  the  buildings/'  said  Mahomet, 
*' are  mine;  but  I  resign  to  your  valor  the  captives  aud  the 
spoil,  the  treasures  of  gold  and  beauty:  be  rich  and  be 
happy.  Many  are  the  provinces  of  my  empire:  the  in- 
trepid soldier  who  first  ascends  the  walls  of  Constanti- 
nople shall  be  rewarded  with  the  government  of  the  fair- 
est and  most  wealthy;  and  niy  gratitude  shall  accumulate 
his  honors  and  fortunes  above  the  measure  of  his  own 
hopes."  Such  various  and  potent  motives  diffused  among 
the  Turks  a  general  ardor,  regardless  of  life  and  impatient 
for  action:  the  camp  re-echoed  with  the  Moslem  shouts  of, 
"God  is  God,  there  is  but  one  God,  and  Mahomet  is  tlie 
apostle  of  God;"**  and  the  sea  and  land,  from  Galata  to 
the  seven  towers,  were  iUaminated  by  the  blaze  oi  their 
nocturnal  fires. 

Far  different  was  the  state  of  the  Christians;  who,  with 
loud  and  impotent  complaints,  deplored  the  guilt,  or  the 
punishment,  of  their  sins.  The  celestial  image  of  the  Vir- 
gin had  been  exposed  in  solenm  prooession;  but  their  di- 
vine patroness  was  deaf  to  their  entreaties:  they  aooused 
the  obstinacy  of  the  emperor  for  refusing  a  timely  sur- 
render; antioipftted  the  horrors  of  their  fate;  and  sighed 
for  the  repose  and  seenrity  of  Turkish  servitude.  The 
noblest  of  the  Qreeks,  and  the  bravest  of  the  allies,  were 
summoned  to  the  palace,  to  prepare  them,  on  the  evening 
of  the  twenty-eighth,  for  the  duties  and  dangers  of  the 
general  assault.  The  last  speech  of  Palasologns  was  the 
funeral  oration  of  the  Roman  empire:"  he  promised,  he 
conjured,  and  he  vainly  attempted  to  infuse  the  hope 
which  was  extingnished  in  his  own  mind.  In  this  world 
aH  was  oomfortless  and  gloomy;  and  neither  the  Gospel 


**  FluBiisa  qtuurelfl  with  those  MosleD  acflhmiitions,  nol  fbr  the  uiim  of 
God,  but  for  chat  ol  Om  pvophM:  the  pkms  aaal  «l  Yolteira  is  weeariyiy  and 
eroQ  ridiculous. 

■*  I  tm  afnJd  thst  ait  dhoonrae  wm  oompowd  bj  Fhnum  himself;  sad 

it  Hmolls  BO  ^roasly  of  tha^sermon  and  the  oonrent  that  I  ahnoet  doobt  wlicther  it 
WM  DcoDouDced  by  Ooastsntine.  LeoDardus  swugns  him  snoUier  speech,  in 
wlim  he  sddnssss  himsstf  mora  nspeotfoUj  to  the  Tmfn  STiTiWiTlsi, 
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nor  the  Church  have  proposed  any  conspicnonB  recompenso 
to  the  heroes  who  fall  in  the  service  of  their  country,  ©ut 
the  example  of  their  prince,  and  the  confinement  of  a  siege, 
had  armed  these  warriors  with  the  courage  of  despair;  and 
the  pathetic  scene  is  described  by  the  feelings  of  the  his- 
torian Phranza,  who  was  himself  present  at  this  mournful 
assembly.  They  wept,  they  embraced;  regardless  of  their 
families  and  fortunes,  thej  devoted  their  lives;  and  each 
commander,  departing  to  his  stiition,  maintained  all  night  a 
vigilant  and  anxious  watc;h  on  the  rampart.  The  emperor, 
and  some  faithful  companions,  entered  the  dome  of  St.  So- 
jiliia,  which  in  a  few  hours  was  to  be  converted  into  a 
inosque,  and  d<  voutly  received,  with  tears  and  prayers,  the 
t^a(  ruinent  of  the  holy  communion.  Tie  reposed  some  mo- 
mentd  in  the  palace,  which  resounded  with  cries  and  la- 
mentations; solicited  the  pardon  of  all  whom  he  might 
have  injured;**  and  mounted  on  horseback  to  visit  the 
guards  and  explore  the  motions  of  the  enemy.  The  dis- 
tress and  fall  of  tlie  last  Coust,iii tine  are  more  glorioas  than 
the  long  prosperity  of  the  Byzantine  Ciesars. 

In  the  confusion  of  darkness  an  assailant  may  sometimes 
succeed;  but,  in  this  great  and  general  attack,  the  military 
jadgmeni  and  astrological  knowledge  of  Mahomet  advised 
him  to  expect  the  morning,  the  memorable  twenty -ninth 
of  May,  in  the  fourteen  hnndied  and  fifty-third  year  of  the 
Christian  era.  The  pieeediatg  night  had  been  akreniHNislj 
employed:  the  troops,  the  cannon,  and  the  faaeines,  were 
adyaneed  to  the  edge  of  the  ditoh,  which,  in  many  parts, 
presented  a  smooth  and  level  passage  to  the  breach;  and 
his  fourscore  galleys  almost  touched,  with  the  prows  and 
their  scaling-ladders,  the  less  defensible  walls  of  the  hAr^ 
bor.  Under  pain  of  death,  silence  was  enjoined:  but  the 
physical  laws  of  motion  and  sound  are  not  obedient  to  dis* 
dpline  or  fear;  each  indiyidnal  mi^^t  snppross  his  Toloe 

*•  TUb  •baitement,  which  devotion  hn^  "orrotimps  ottortod  from  dying 
priaoMy  ti  M  loiprovvmeDt  oi  the  Gotfpel  duciriue  of  th«  forgivMMM  of  faaJuriM; 
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•sd  BMMiire  bifl  footsteps;  but  t]io  maioli  aad  labor  of 
tbousands  mwi  inevitably  produce  a  Btrange  confusion  of 
dissonant  clamors,  which  reached  the  ears  of  the  watchman 
of  the  towen.  At  daybreak  (A.D.  1468,  May  29),  without 
the  onstomary  signal  of  the  morning  gun,  the  Turks  as* 
•anlted  the  city  bj  sea  and  land;  and  the  similitude  ol  a 
twined  or  twisted  thread  has  been  applied  to  the  cloflenesfl 
and  continuity  of  their  line  of  attaok.**  The  foremost  ranks 
consisted  of  the  refuse  ol  the  host,  a  voluntary  crowd  who 
fought  wilhout  order  or  oommand;  ol  the  feebienesa  ol  age 
or  childhood,  d  peasants  and  fagiaatSi  and  of  all  who  had 
joined  the  camp  in  the  blind  hope  of  plunder  and  martyr- 
dom. The  common  impulse  drove  them  onward  to  the  wall: 
the  most  andadoua  to  ciimb  weie'instanilj  precipitated;  and 
Bol  a  dart,  not  a  bullet^  of  the  Christiana,  was  idly  wasted 
on  the  aooumulaled  throng.  But  their  strei^^  and  am- 
munitioii  were  exhausted  in  this  laborious  defence:  tiie 
ditch  was  filled  with  the  bodies  d  the  slain;  they  sup- 
ported the  footsteps  of  their  companions;  and  cf  thia  de- 
voted vanguard,  the  death  was  moxe  serviceable  than  the 
life.  Under  their  respective  pschas  and  ssnjaks,  the 
troops  of  Anatolia  and  Bomania  were  successively  led  to 
the  charge :  their  progress  was  various  and  doubtful;  but, 
alter  a  conflict  of  two  hours,  the  Oreeka  still  maintained, 
and  improved,  their  advantage;  and  the  voice  of  the  em- 
peror was  heard  encooraging  his  soldiers  to  achieve,  by  a 
last  effort,  the  deliverance  of  their  country.  In  that  fotal 
moment,  the  Janizaries  arose,  fresh,  vigorous,  and  invin- 
cible. The  sultan  himself  on  horseback,  with  an  iron  mace 
in  his  hand,  was  the  spectator  and  judge  of  their  valor:  he 
was  surrounded  by  teu  thousand  of  his  domestic  troops, 
whom  he  reserved  for  the  decisive  occasions;  and  the  tide 
of  battle  was  directed  and  impelled  by  his  voice  and  eye. 
His  numerous  ministers  of  justice  were  posted  behind  the 


"  Besides  the  10,000  guard h,  and  the  sailore  and  the  marlneik  Dmm  mni- 
im  li  tlilt  gtMnl  MMult  260,000  Tiirka,  boih  bone  nd  ioot 
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line,  to  urge,  to  veslnin,  and  to  punisli;  and  if  dang«r  wm 
in  the  front,  shame  and  inevitable  death  were  in  the  rear, 
of  the  fugitives.  The  cries  of  fear  and  of  pain  were 
drowned  in  the  martial  muaio  of  drums,  trumpets,  and  at- 
tabaUs;  and  experience  has  proved  that  the  mechanical 
operation  of  sounds,  bj  qnickening  the  ciroulation  of  the 
blood  and  spirits,  will  act  on  the  human  machine  more 
forcibly  than  the  eloquence  of  reason  and  honor.  From 
tiie  lines,  the  gaUeys,  and  the  bridge,  the  Ottoman  artillery 
Plundered  on  all  sides;  and  the  camp  and  city,  the  Greeln 
and  the  Turks,  were  inyolyed  in  a  oloud  of  smoke,  which 
oould  only  be  dispelled  by  the  final  deliyeranoe  or  destruo* 
tion  of  tiie  Boman  empire.  The  single  combats  of  the 
heroes  of  history  or  fable  amuse  our  fancy  and  engage  our 
affections:  the  skilful  evolutions  of  war  may  inform  the 
mind,  and  improve  a  necessary,  though  pernicious,  science. 
But  in  the  ui^orm  and  odious  pictures  of  a  general  assault 
•U  is  blood,  and  horror,  and  confusion;. nor  shall  I  strive, 
•t  the  distance  of.  tiiree  centuries  and  a  thousand  miles,  to 
delineate  a  scene,  of  which  there  oould  be  no  spectators, 
and  of  which  the  actors  themselves  were  incapable  of  form- 
ing  any  just  or  adequate  idea. 

The  immediate  loss  of  Oonstantinople  may  be  ascribed 
to  the  bullet,  or  arrow,  which  pierced  the  gauntlet  of  John 
Juatiniani.  The  right  of  his  blood,  and  the  ezquirite  pain, 
appalled  the  courage  of  the  chief,  whose  arms  and  counsels 
were  the  firmest  rampart  of  the  city.  As  he  withdrew  from 
his  station  in  quest  of  a  surgeon,  his  flight  was  perceived 
and  stopped  by  the  indefatigable  emperor.  "Your  wound," 
exclaimed  PaluBologus,  "is  slight;  the  danger  is  pressing; 
your  presence  is  necessary;  and  whither  will  you  retire?" 
•*I  will  retire,"  said  the  trembling  Genoese,  "by  the  same 
road  which  God  has  opened  to  the  Turks;"  and  at  these 
words  he  hastily  passed  through  one  of  the  breaches  of  the 
inner  wall.  By  this  pusillanimous  act,  he  stained  the 
honors  of  a  military  life;  and  the  few  days  which  he  sur- 
vived in  Galata,  or  the  isle  of  Chioa,  were  imbittered  by 
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liiB  own  and  tbe  pnblio  reproach."  Hk  ezaa|ile  wrb  im- 
itated bj  the  greater  part  of  the  Latin  anzUiariea,  and  the 
defence  began  to  slaeken  when  the  attack  was  prooood  with 
ledonbled  vigor.  The  number  of  the  Ottomans  was  fif  tf  , 
perhaps  a  hundred,  times  superior  to  that  ol  the  Ohristians: 
the  double  walls  were  reduced  by  the  oannon  to  a  heap  ci 
ruins:  in  a  circuit  of  seyeral  miles,  some  places  must  be 
found  more  easy  of  access  or  more  feebly  guarded;  and  if 
ihe  besiegm  could  penetrate  in  a  single  point,  the  whole 
city  was  irrecoverably  lost  The  first  who  deserved  the  sul« 
tan*s  reward  was  Hassan  ihe  Janizary,  of  gigantic  stature 
and  strength.  With  his  cimeter  in  one  hand  and  his  buck* 
kr  in  the  other  he  ascended  the  outward  fortificatioa:  of 
the  thirty  Janiaaries  who  were  emulous  of  his  valor  eigh- 
teen perished  in  the  bold  adventure.  Hassan  and  his  twelve 
companions  had  reached  the  summit;  the  giant  was  precip- 
itated from  the  rampart;  he  rose  on  <Hie  knM,  and  was  again 
oppressed  by  a  shower  of  darts  and  stones.  But  his  snooess 
had  proved  that  the  achievement  was  possible:  the  walk 
and  towers  were  instantly  covered  with  a  swarm  of  Turks; 
and  the  Greeks,  now  driven  from  the  vaatage  ground,  were 
overwhelmed  by  incroaeing  multitudes.  Amid  these  mul- 
titudes, the  emperor,**  who  accomplished  all  the  duties  of 
a  general  and  a  soldier,  was  long  seen,  and  finally  lodt. 
The  nobles,  who  fought  round  his  person,  sustained  till 


"  Id  tbe  Mrere  «eiitQi«  of  tfae  Might  of  Jnstlntaal,  Flimini  eiprewee  Mi 

ownfeelin^'^,  and  tlioso  of  tho  publio.  For  some  private  reasonfl,  he  is  treated 
wUh  more  leuit/  ftod  respeot  bj  Dqcm  ;  but  the  words  of  Leonanliis  Ghiensis 
oxpress  his  stronf^  snd  fMsnt  indigiuition,  glorite  salutis  stUque  obtitos.  In  Um 
whole  serioA  of  their  Raatera  polk^.  Ids  ooantfyiiiMi,  tiiA  QenoeM^  wm*  alwajs 
■iispected,  and  often  guilty. 

**  Ducas  kilUi  him  with  two  blows  cf  Turkish  soldierfl;  Ohalcocondylei 
wounds  him  in  the  shoulder,  and  then  tnunqplss  hhn  in  the  gate.  The  grief  of 
Phrsuza  carrying  him  among  the  enemy,  ei>C9ipe«  from  the  precise  image  of  bit 
death;  bat  we  may,  without  (lattery,  apply  these  noble  lines  of  Diyden: 

As  toSebMtiMi.  let  tbem  aeerah  the  Held: 

And  wlu  rn  they  find  a  mounUiin  of  tho  ulatn. 
Send  one  to  ciimb»  snd  kraking  down  beneath, 
There  they  wfli  And  him  s«  his  manly  length. 
With  hu4  fucc  lip  to  hcaveu,  in  that  led  moOHMnt 
Which  his  good  sword  had  iiggtA» 
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their  last  brMtb  the  honorable  names  d  PaUsologus  and 
Oaateouflene:  his  mournful  exolamatLon  was  heard,  **Gan- 
not  there  be  found  a  Ohristiaii  to  cut  off  mj  head?'***  and 
his  last  fear  was  that  of  falling  alive  into  the  hands  of  the 
infidels.*'  The  pmdent  despair  of  Constantine  cast  away 
tiie  pniple:  amid  the  tamnlt  he  fell  by  an  unknown  hand, 
and  his  body  was  buried  under  a  mountain  of  the  slain. 
After  his  death,  resistance  and  order  were  no  more:  the 
Greeks  fled  toward  the  city;  and  many  were  pressed  and 
stifled  in  the  narrow  pass  of  the  gate  of  St  Romanus.  The 
Tictorious  Turks  rushed  through  the  breaches  of  the  inner 
wall;  and,  as  they  advanced  into  the  streets,  they  were  soon 
joined  by  their  brethren,  who  had  forced  the  gate  Phenar 
on  the  side  of  the  harbor.**  In  the  first  heat  of  the  pursuit, 
about  2,000  Cliristians  were  put  to  the  sword;  but  avarice 
soon  prevailed  over  cruelty;  and  the  victors  acknowledged 
that  they  should  immediately  have  given  quarter,  if  the 
valor  of  the  emperor  and  his  chosen  bands  had  not  pre- 
pared them  for  a  similar  opposition  in  every  part  of  the 
eapitaL  It  'was  thus,  after  a  si^  of  fifty-three  days,  that 
O^istantinople,  which  had  defied  the  power  of  Ohosroes, 
the  Cbagan,  and  the  caliphs,  was  irretrievably  subdued  by 
the  arms  of  Mahomet  the  Second.  Her  empre  only  had 
btfen  subverted  by  the  Latins:  her  reHgion  was  tnonpled 
in  the  dust  by  the  Moslem  conquerors.** 

The  tidings  of  misfortune  fly  with  a  rapid  wing;  yet 
such  was  the  extent  of  Constantinople  that  the  more  dis- 
tant quarters  might  prolong  some  moments  the  happy  ig* 


**  Spond.  (a.d.  1453.  No.  10),  who  has  hopes  U  hfal  nlvatioil,  wIlIlM  t» 
•beolTe  this  demAnd  from  the  guilt  of  suicide. 

"  Leonardus  Chieoste  very  properij  obeeffii  fim  Hw  Ttohs.  bed  they  knowm 
the  emperor,  would  haf»  labofed  lo  iMre  and  Moun  a  a^llve  w  aooepialila  le 

the  sulten. 

*  Cantem.  p.  96.  The  Christiao  shipe  in  the  mouth  of  the  harbor  had 
flanked  and  retarded  this  naval  attack. 

**  Chaloocond,  moHt  abRurdiy  Rtippoeee  that  Constantinople  was  sacked  by 
the  Asiatics  in  revenge  for  the  ancient  calamities  of  Troy ;  and  the  grammarians 
of  the  xvth  century  are  hmppy  to  melt  dowa  Hit  UDOOttth  mwHathWI  OC  Tuki 
into  tho  mon  daidnil  oaino  of  Tmeri, 
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noianoe  of  fiieir  ruia.**  Bat  in  ihe  gan«ral  Mwtanatm, 
in  the  f  eelingp  of  aolflsh  cor  social  aaxietgr,  in  the  tamah 
and  timnder  of  the  aMwnlti  a  dnpiBm  and  norning 
must  have  elapaed;  nor  eaa  I  beHere  lliat  many  Qieoiaa 
ladies  were  nwalcened  by  the  Janizaries  from  a  sound  and 
tranquil  ainmber.  On  the  assnranee  of  the  fmbfio  calam* 
it  J,  the  houses  and  oonTenIs  were  instantlj  deserted;  and 
the  trembling  inhabitants  flocked  together  in  the  streets, 
Hke  a  herd  of  ttmid  animals;  as  if  aoonmolated  weakness 
eonM  be  prodnotiTe  of  strength,  or  in  the  ¥ain  hope  thai 
amid  the  crowd  each  indiTidaal  might  be  sale  and  tnvia- 
iUe.  From  every  part  of  tlie  eapitid  they  flowed  into  the 
flhnrch  of  St.  Sophia:  in  the  space  of  an  hour,  the  sanct* 
naiy,  the  choir,  the  nsTe,  the  upper  and  lower  galleriesi 
were  filled  with  the  mnltitodes  of  fi^thers  and  hnsbands,  of 
women  and  children,  of  priests^  nuHiks»  and  religions  rir* 
gins:  the  doom  were  bamd  on  the  inside,  and  they  songht 
protection  from  the  sacred  dome,  which  they  had  so  lately 
abhorred  as  a  profane  and  polluted  edifice.  Their  confi- 
dence was  founded  on  the  prophecy  of  an  enthusiast  or  im- 
postor; that  one  day  the  Turks  would  enter  Constantinople, 
and  pursue  the  Bomans  as  far  as  the  column  of  Constantine 
in  the  square  before  St.  Sophia:  but  that  this  would  be  the 
term  of  tlieir  calamities:  that  an  angel  would  descend  from 
heaven,  with  a  sword  in  his  hand,  and  would  deliver  the 
empire,  with  that  celestial  weapon,  to  a  poor  man  seated  at 
the  foot  of  the  column.  "Take  this  sword,"  would  he  say, 
"and  avenge  the  people  of  the  Lord."  At  these  animating 
words,  the  Turks  would  instantly  fly,  and  the  victorious  , 
Romans  would  drive  them  from  the  West,  and  from  all 
Anatolia,  as  far  as  the  frontiers  of  Persia.  It  is  on  this 
occasion  that  Ducas,  with  some  fancy  and  much  truth,  up- 
braids the  discord  and  obstinacy  of  the  Greeks.    **Had  that 

WhM  Ojmt  mrptlMd  Bilifloii  dafinf;  the  oetobnUlw  cf  s  fntivml,  to  Tast 
WM  the  citT,  And  ao  careless  were  tbo  inhabitants,  that  much  time  elapsed 
before  the  diataat  quarters  knew  that  they  were  captive*.  Herodot.  i.  o.  I9l\ 
■•4  UdMT  (AmL  fi  11)^  who  fMHa  ftf  ttw  pwfim  Iwiliii »  fMiite 
«f  ibiiilir  taBfofft 

Digitized  by  Google 


no  TBE  DBOum  Am  fall 

•ngel  appesredi*'  ezoUumB  the  historiaa,  **]iad  he  offered  to 
extenniiiate  your  foes  if  you  would  coDtent  to  the  onion  of  * 
the  ohnieh,  eyen  then,  in  that  fatal  moment,  yon  would 
have  rejected  yonr  safety  or  have  deceived  your  God.*'** 
While  they  expected  the  descent  of  the  tardy  angel,  the 
doofs  wera  broken  with  axes;  and,  as  the  Tnrks  enoonn* 
terad  no  resistance,  their  bloodless  hands  were  employed 
in  selecting  and  secaring  the  mnltitode  of  their  prisoners. 
Youth,  bMuty,  and  the  appearance  of  wealth,  attracted 
their  choice;  and  the  right  of  property  was  decided  among 
themselves  by  a  prior  seisore,  by  personal  strength,  and  by 
the  authority  of  command.  In  the  space  of  an  hour,  the 
male  captives  were  bound  with  cords,  the  females  with 
their  veils  and  girdles.  The  senators  were  linked  with 
their  slaves;  the  prelates  with  the  porters  of  the  church; 
and  young  men  of  a  plebeian  class  with  noble  maids  whose 
faces  had  been  invisible  to  the  sun  and  their  nearest  kin* 
dred.  In  this  common  captivity,  the  ranks  of  society  were 
confonnded;  the  ties  of  nature  were  cut  asunder;  and  the 
inexorable  soldier  was  careless  of  the  father's  groans,  the 
tears  of  the  mother,  and  the  lamentations  of  the  children. 
The  loudest  in  their  wailings  were  the  nuns,  who  were  torn 
from  the  altar  with  naked  bosoms,  outstretched  hands,  and 
dishevelled  hair:  and  we  should  piously  belieye  that  few 
oould  be  tempted  to  prefer  the  vigils  of  the  harem  to  those 
of  the  monastery.  Of  these  unfortunate  Greeks,  of  these 
domestic  animals^  whole  strings  were  mdely  driven  through 
the  streets ;  and,  as  the  conquerors  were  eager  to  return  for 
more  prey,  their  trembling  pace  was  quickened  with  men- 
aces and  blows.  At  the  same  hour,  a  similar  rapine  was 
exercised  in  all  the  churches  and  monasteries,  in  all  the 
palaces  aud  habitations  of  the  capital  ;  nor  could  any  place, 
however  sacred  or  sequestered,  protect  the  persons  or  the 

Tliis  lively  deacription  is  extracted  from  Ducas  (c.  39),  who  two  yeara 
afterward  wan  mooi  amtmsaador  from  ihe  prince  of  Lesbos  to  the  sultan  (c.  44). 
TUI  Lmboa  was  subdued  in  1463  (Phransa,  L  iii.  c.  27).  that  ialaiui  must  har« 
b  elt  full  <*f  iho  fugitives  of  Constaniliiofta^  who deUgiitsd  «>  Nfatt^  ptilttptt» 
adorn,  the  tale  of  (heir  miaeiy. 
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property  of  the  GteelcB.  Above  60,000  of  tids  dovoled 
people  were  traiuipoited  from  the  city  to  the  camp  uid 
fleet;  exchanged  or  Bold  acoofiding  to  the  caprice  or  inter- 
eet  of  their  masters,  and  dispersed  in  remote  senritode 
throngh  the  provinces  of  the  Ottoman  empire.  Among 
these  we  maj  notice  some  remarkable  characters.  The  his- 
torian Phranza,  first  ehamberlain  and  principal  secretary, 
was  involved  with  his  &mily  in  the  common  lot  After 
suffering  four  months  the  hardships  of  slavery,  he  recov- 
ered his  freedom;  in  the  ensning  winter  he  ventured  to 
Hadrianople,  and  ransomed  his  wife  from  the  fntr  hashi  or 
master  of  the  horse ;  but  his  two  children,  in'  the  flower  of 
youth  and  beauty,  had  been  seized  for  the  use  of  Mahomet 
himself.  The  daughter  of  PLranza  died  in  the  seraglio, 
perhaps  a  virgin:  his  son,  in  the  fifteenth  year  of  his  age, 
preferred  death  to  infamy,  and  was  stabbed  by  the  hand  of 
the  royal  lover.**  A  deed  thus  inhuman  cannot  surely  be 
expiated  by  the  taste  and  liberality  with  which  he  released 
■  a  Grecian  matron  and  her  two  daughters,  on  receiving  a 
Latin  ode  from  Philelphus,  who  had  chosen  a  wife  in  that 
noble  family.*'  The  pride  or  cruelty  of  Mahomet  would 
have  been  most  sensibly  gratified  by  the  capture  of  a  Ro- 
man legate;  but  the  dexterity  of  Cardinal  Isidore  eluded 
the  search,  and  he  escaped  from  Galata  in  a  plebeian 
habit. ••  The  chain  and  entrance  of  the  outward  harbor 
was  still  occupied  by  the  Italian  ships  of  merchandise  and 
war.   They  had  signalized  their  valor  in  the  siege;  they 


*  Phranza,  1.  IH.  c.  20,  21.  His  expressions  aro  positive:  Amcras  suA 
mani^  iugulant  ....  rolebat  enim  eo  turpiter  et  neCarie  abutl  Me  miaerum 
«l  infelicem.   Yet  be  eoaM  onlf  learn  from  raport  the  liloodj  or  impure  aoenw 

that  were  acted  in  tbo  dnrk  rocOHses  of  the  seraglio. 

*^  Tiraboechi  (yi.  p.  i.  p.  290)  and  Laocaloi  (Mem.  de  I'Acad.  dea  Inacrip. 
3C.  p.  T18).  I  thcNiId  M  enrlciM  to  Imm  how  he  could  praiM  the  pubHo  enemy, 
irtMNll  he  so  often  revilea  as  the  mo^t  corrupt  und  inhuman  of  tyrants. 

The  Commeotariee  of  Piua  II.  auppoae  that  ha  cnltilj  placed  his  cardinal's 
hat  00  the  heed  of  a  corpse,  which  was  out  off  end  ezpoeed  in  triomph,  while 
the  legate  himself  wan  Imught  and  delivered,  as  a  captive  of  no  value.  The 
great  BeJgic  Ohronide  adoroM  his  escape  with  new  adventnree,  which  he  sup- 
gisssed  fflpood.  a.d.  1463,  No.  15)  in  his  own  letters,  lesi  he  should  lose  the 
■arit  end  imraid  of  SBMng  iDT  Ohilit^ 
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•BilmMMd  the  moment  of  retreat,  while  the  Turkish  mari- 
ners were  dissipated  in  the  pillage  of  the  oily.  When  they 
hoisted  sail,  the  beach  was  eoyerad  with  ft  soppliMit  aad 
kmentoble  crowd:  hat  the  means  of  teansportatum  wm 
■oanly:  the  Venetians  and  Genoese  seleeled  their  ooimtry« 
men;  and,  notwithstanding  the  fairest  promises  ol  the  snl- 
tan,  the  inhabitants  ol  0alata  eraooated  their  honees  and 
emberirad  with  their  most  preoions  effects. 

In  the  fall  and  the  seek  of  great  eitws,  a  bisfeonan  is 
eondemned  to  repeat  the  tale  ol  iinlfotm  ealamitj:  the  same 
effects  must  be  prodnoed  by  the  saoM  passions;  and*  when 
tiiose  passiops  may  be  indulged  without  oontrol,  small, 
•last  is  the  dilEerenee  between  eiTiliaed  and  savage  man. 
Amid  the  vague  exclamations  of  bigotry  and  hatred,  the 
Turks  are  not  aoenaed  ol  n  wanton  or  immodetate  effusion 
el  Christian  blood:  but,  nooordiDg  to  their  maxinw  (the 
maxim  ol  antiquity),  the  livea  of  the  vanquished  were 
loffttted;  and  the  legitimate  reward  ol  the  oonqueror  was 
derived  hom  the  service,  the  sale,  or  the  ransom,  d  his 
captives  ol  both  sexes.*  The  wealth  of  Oonstantinople  had 
been  granted  by  liie  saltan  to  his  victorious  troops;  and  the 
rapine  of  an  hour  is  mote  productive  than  tiie  industry  ol 
years.  But  as  no  regular  diviskm  was  attempted  of  the 
spoil,  the  respective  shares  were  not  determined  by  merit; 
and  the  rewards  of  valor  were  stolen  away  by  the  follow* 
era  of  the  camp,  who  had  declined  the  toil  and  danger  of 
the  battle.  The  narrative  of  their  deprediitiona  could  uot 
afford  either  amusement  or  instruction:  the  total  amount, 
in  the  hist  poverty  of  the  empire,  has  been  valued  at  four 
million  of  ducats;**  and  of  this  sum  a  small  ])art  wa.s  the 
property  of  the  Venetians,  the  Genoese,  the  Florentines, 


**  Buflbequius  expatiates  with  pIcaHure  and  applatme  on  the  rights  of  mm^ 
and  t)ie  use  ol  alaverj,  among  the  aucientA  and  the  Turks  (de  Legat.  Tureioi, 
•piflk  iiL  161>. 

**  Thia  sum  \n  specified  in  a  marginal  not©  of  LonnclAviuB  (Chalcocond.  L  viiL 
p.  211),  but  in  the  disinbutioa  to  Venice,  Genoa,  f'iorence,  and  At.oona,  of  69, 
SO,  20.  and  16,000  ducata,  1 tiw4  •  tgtn  Mm  bMO  dropped.  Kvwi  wflk 
tbe  iMtitatioiv  Um  loraiga  pnftr^  would  wmmif  mmtA  imifrnirth 
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and  the  morcliants  of  Ancona.  Of  these  foreigners,  the 
stock  was  improved  in  quick  and  perpetual  circulation: 
but  the  riches  of  the  Greeks  were  displayed  in  the  idle  os- 
tentation of  palaces  and  wardrobes,  or  deeply  buried  in 
treasures  of  ingots  and  old  coin,  lest  it  should  be  demanded 
at  their  hands  for  the  defence  of  their  country.  The  prof- 
anation and  plunder  of  the  monasteries  and  churches  ex- 
cited the  most  tragic  complaints.  The  dome  of  St.  Sophia 
itself,  the  earthly  heaven,  the  second  firmament,  the  ve- 
hicle of  the  cherubim,  the  throne  of  the  glory  of  God,"  was 
despoiled  of  the  oblations  of  ages;  and  the  gold  and  silver, 
the  pearls  and  jewels,  the  vases  and  sacerdotal  ornaments, 
were  most  wickedly  converted  to  the  service  of  mankind. 
After  the  divine  images  had  been  stripped  of  all  that  could 
be  valuable  to  a  profane  eye,  the  canvas,  or  the  wood,  was 
torn,  or  broken,  or  burned,  or  trod  under  foot,  or  applied, 
in  the  stables  or  the  kitchen,  to  the  rilest  uses.  The  ex- 
ample of  sacrilege  was  imitated,  however,  from  the  Latin 
oonqnerors  of  Constantinople;  and  the  treatment  whioh 
Christ,  the  Virgin,  and  the  saints  had  sustained  from  the 
guilty  Catholio  might  be  inflicted  by  the  zealous  Mussul- 
man on  the  monuments  of  idolatry.  Perhaps,  instead  of 
joining  the  public  clamor,  a  philosopher  will  observe  that, 
in  the  decline  of  the  arta,  the  workmanship  could  not  be 
more  yalnable  than  the  work,  and  that  «  Ireeh  supply  of 
fisions  and  miracles  would  speedily  be  renewed  by  the 
eraft  ol  the  priest  and  the  credulity  of  the  people.  He 
will  more  serionsly  deplore  the  loea  of  the  Byaantine  li* 
bnuries,  whioh  were  destroyed  or  scattered  in  the  general 
oonfnsion:  one  hundred  and  twenty  thoasand  manuscripts 
are  said  to  have  disappeared;**  ten  Tolnmes  might  be  pnr* 
chased  for  a  single  dnoat;  and  the  same  ignominious  price, 
too  high  perhaps  for  a  shdf  of  theology,  included  the  whole 
works  of  Aristotle  and  Homer,  the  noblest  productions  of 


^  See  the  enthusiastic  praisen  and  lamentations  of  Phransa  (I.  fii.  c.  17). 
*  Pocaa  (c.  43).  and  an  epistle,  July  15.  1453.  from  T.aurua  Quirinus  to  Fop# 
HldMiMi  Y.  (Hodj,  d«  Qneda,  p.  192,  from  a  MS.  in  the  Cotton  UbrarjX 
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the  soienoe  and  literature  of  ancient  Greece.  We  wasj  re* 
fleet  with  pleMore  that  an  inestimable  portion  of  our  clas- 
sic treasures  was  safely  deposited  in  Italy;  and  that  the 
mechanics  of  a  German  town  had  invented  an  art  whieh 
derides  the  havoc  of  time  and  barbarism. 

From  the  first  hour*'  of  the  memorable  twenty-ninth  of 
May,  disorder  and  rapine  prevailed  in  Oonttantinopie,  till 
the  eighth  hour  of  the  same  day;  when  the  sultan  himself 
passed  in  triumph  through  the  gale  of  St  fionumos.  He 
was  attended  by  his  viziers,  paohas,  and  gaards»  each  ol 
whom  (says  a  Byzantine  historian)  was  robnst  as  Herenles, 
dexterous  as  ApoUo^  and  eqoal  in  battle  to  any  ten  of  the 
laoe  of  ordinary  nuNrtals.  The  eonqnerar^  gsaed  with  sat* 
Isfaotion  and  wonder  on  the  strange  thongh  splendid  ap> 
pearanoe  of  the  domes  and  palaoeSi  so  disirimitar  from  the 
style  of  Oriental  arohiteetnre.  In  the  hippodrome,  or 
uitrnMcm^  his  eye  was  attrsoted  by  the  twisted  ooionm  of 
the  three  serpents;  and,  as  a  trial  of  his  strength*  he  shat- 
tend  with  his  iron  maoe  or  battle*aaDe  the  under  jaw  of  one 
of  these  monstersi  whiohy  in  the  eyes  of  the  TnrkiB»  were  the 
idols  or  talismans  of  the  ettjr.  At  the  prindpsl  door  of  81^ 
Sophia,  he  alighted  from  his  horse  and  entered  the  dome: 
and  sneh  was  his  jealons  mgerd  for  that  monnment  of  Ids 
glory,  that,  on  observing  a  flealoos  Mnssnlman  in  the  aet 
ef  breaking  the  msilile  paTsmsttli  he  admonished  Imn  wltli 
his  oimeter  that,  if  the  spoil  and  osptives  were  granted  to 
the  soldiers,  the  publie  and  privato  bnildingB  had  been  re* 
served  for  the  prince.  By  his  eosomand  the  metropolis  of 
the  Eastern  church  was  transformed  into  a  mosqoe:  the 
rich  and  portable  instruments  of  superstition  had  been  re» 
moved;  the  crosses  were  thrown  down;  and  the  walls, 
which  were  covered  with  images  and  mosaics,  were  washed 
and  purified,  and  restored  to  a  state  of  naked  simplicity. 


"  The  JuKan  Talon dnr,  which  reckons  the  darn  and  hours  from  midnight, 
WM  used  at  OonstaatiuupK'.  But  Ducas  leeniB  to  understand  the  nataral  hours 
inm  sunrise. 

M  TiaddshiLuiiH|watt,«dtlwflHidBOlic<I«aadOTla^ 
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On  the  same  day,  or  on  the  ensuing  Friday,  the  muezzin 
or  crier  ascended  the  most  lofty  turret,  and  proclaimed 
the  ezan,  or  public  invitation  in  the  name  of  God  and  his 
prophet;  the  imaum  preached;  and  Mahomet  the  Second 
performed  the  namaz  of  prayer  and  thanksgiving  on  the 
great  altar,  where  the  Christian  mysteries  had  so  lately 
been  celebrated  before  the  last  of  the  Cjesars."  From  St. 
Sophia  he  proceeded  to  the  august,  but  desolate,  mansion 
of  a  hundred  successors  of  the  great  Constantino;  but  which 
in  a  few  hours  had  been  stripped  of  the  pomp  of  royalty. 
A  melancholy  reflection  on  the  vicissitudes  of  human 
greatness  forced  itself  on  his  mind;  and  he  repeated  an 
elegant  distich  of  Persian  poetry:  "The  spider  has  wove 
liis  web  in  the  Imperial  palace;  and  the  owl  iiath  sung  her 
watch  song  on  the  towers  of  Afrasiab."" 

Yet  his  mind  was  not  satisfied,  nor  did  the  victory  seem 
complete,  till  he  was  informed  of  the  fate  of  Oonstantine; 
whether  he  had  escaped,  or  been  made  prisoner,  or  had 
^len  in  the  battle.  Two  Janizaries  claimed  the  honor 
and  reward  of  his  death:  the  body,  nnder  a  heap  of  slain, 
was  discovered  by  the  golden  eagles  embroidered  on  his 
shoes:  the  Greelm  acknowledged  with  tears  the  head  of 
their  late  emperor;  and,  after  exposing  the  bloody  trophy,** 
llahomet  bestowed  on  his  rival  the  honors  of  a  decent  fn» 
neral.  After  his  decease,  Lncas  Kotaras,  great  dnke,**  and 
first  minister  of  the  empire,  was  the  most  important  pris* 


'»  We  are  obliged  to  Cantem.  (p.  102)  for  the  Turkish  account  of  the  oonver- 
■ion  of  8l  Sophia,  so  bitlerlj  deplored  bj  Phrmma  and  Ducaa.  It  is  JMWM'y 
MKM^h  to  obMrre  to  whM  oppomte  Hi^to  Che  aaoM  object  vjppBtn  to  «  Mumnif 
MAD  and  a  Christian  evo. 

^*  This  distich,  which  Caatemir  gives  in  the  original,  deriree  new  beauties 
from  tiM  appOcatlon.  Tt  was  thus  that  Seipio  repealed,  In  tha  iSflic  of  Oarihage, 
the  famous  proplii  cj  of  Homer.  The  aamo  genenMll  fadling  OSRled  tho  ollld 
ol  the  conqueror  to  the  past  or  the  future. 

^  I  caDDOt  believe  wfth  Duces  rSpoodaaus,  a.]>.  146S,  Ha  18)  fliat  MahooMt 
sent  round  Persia,  Arabia,  etc.,  the  head  of  the  Ghesk  eupenr:  Iw  WOald 
mxnij  oontent  himself  with  a  trophy  less  inhuman. 

^Phransa  was  the  presonal  enemy  of  the  great  duke;  nor  could  time,  or 
death,  or  his  own  retreat  to  a  monastery,  extort  a  feeling  of  sympathy  or  for* 
giveness.  Ducaa  is  inclined  to  praise  and  pity  the  martyr ;  Chalcooondyles  la 
neuter,  but  we  are  indebted  to  him  for  the  hint  of  the  Greek  oonspiracj. 
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oner.  When  lie  offered  his  person  and  his  treasum  at  tlM 
foot  of  the  ihione,  **AiLd  why,"  said  the  indignant  snltaBt 
**did  yoa  not  employ  these  treasmoB  in  the  defenoe  of  your 
prinoe  and  country?"  *'They  were  yonrs,"  answered  ikm 
alave,  **God  had  zeeerred  them  for  your  hands."  **if  ha 
leaenred  them  for  me,"  replied  the  despot,  ''how  have  yon 
presumed  to  withhold  them  so  long  by  a  fruitless  and  fatal 
veaistance?"  The  great  duke  alleged  the  obstinaoy  of  the 
itrangera,  and  some  seoret  enoonragement  from  the  Tnrkiah 
visier;  and,  from  this  perilous  interview,  he  waa  at  knglh 
dismissed  with  the  aaaurance  of  pardon  and  proteotioB. 
Mahomet  oondescended  to  visit  his  wife,  a  venerabla 
princess  oppressed  witii  sickness  and  grief;  and  his  eon- 
aolation  for  her  misf ortones  waa  in  the  most  tender  strain 
of  hnmanity  and  filial  reverenoe.  A  similar  demenoj  waf 
axtended  to  the  principal  oi&cers  of  state,  of  whom  aeveral 
were  ransomed  at  his  expense;  and  dniing  some  days  ha 
dedaied  himself  the  friend  and  father  of  the  vanqniahed 
people.  Bnft  the  aoene  iiaa  aoon  changed;  and,  before  hit 
departure,  the  hippodionie  streaned  with  the  blood  of  him 
noblest  captives.  His  perfldiooi  cmel^  is  ezeoralBd  bf 
Ibe  Christiana:  they  adorn  with  the  cokm  of  heroic  martjr> 
dom  the  exeestion  of  the  great  dnke  and  his  two  sons;  and 
his  death  is  ascribed  to  generoos  refusal  of  delivering 
his  children  to  the  tyrant's  lost  Tet  a  Byaantine  historian 
huB  dropped  an  unguarded  word  of  conspiracy,  deliverance^ 
and  Italian  succor:  such  treason  may  be  glorious;  but  the 
rebel  who  bravely  ventures,  has  justly  forfeited,  his  life; 
nor  should  we  blame  a  conqueror  for  destroying  the  ene- 
mies whom  he  can  no  longer  trust.  On  the  eighteenth  of 
Jnne,  the  victorious  sultan  returned  to  Hadrianople;  and 
smiled  at  the  base  and  hollow  embassies  of  the  Christian 
princes,  who  viewed  their  approaching  ruin  in  the  fall  of 
the  Eastern  empire. 

Constantinople  had  been  left  naked  and  desolate,  with* 
out  a  prince  or  a  people.  But  she  could  not  be  despoiled 
of  the  incomparable  situation  which  noarks  her  for  the  me- 
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tropolis  of  a  great  empire;  and  the  genitis  of  the  place  will 

ever  triumph  over  the  accidents  of  time  and  fortune. 
Boui-sa  and  Hadrianople,  the  ancient  scats  of  the  Otto- 
mans, sunk  into  provincial  towns;  and  Mahomet  the  Sec- 
ond established  his  own  residence,  and  that  of  his  succes- 
sors, on  the  same  commanding  spot  which  had  been  chosen 
by  Constantine."  The  fortifications  of  Galata,  which  might 
afford  a  shelter  to  the  Latins,  were  prudently  destroyed;  but 
the  damage  of  the  Turkish  cannon  was  soon  repaired;  and, 
before  the  month  of  August,  great  quantities  of  lime  had 
been  burned  for  the  restoration  of  the  walls  of  the  capitaL 
As  the  entire  property  of  the  soil  and  buildings,  whether 
public  or  private,  or  profane  or  sacred,  was  now  transferred 
to  the  conqueror,  he  first  separated  a  space  of  eight  furlongs 
from  the  point  of  the  triangle  for  the  establishment  of  his 
seraglio  or  palace.  It  is  here,  in  the  bosom  of  luxury,  that 
the  grand  signor  (as  he  has  been  emphatically  named  by  the 
Italians)  appears  to  reign  over  Europe  and  Asia;  but  his 
person  on  the  shores  of  the  Bosphorus  may  not  always  be 
secure  from  the  insults  of  a  hostile  navy.  In  the  new 
character  of  a  mosque,  the  cathedral  of  St.  Sophia  was  en- 
dowed with  an  ample  revenao,  orowned  with  lofty  mina- 
rets, and  surrounded  with  groves  and  fountains,  for  the 
devotion  and  refreshment  of  the  Moaleau.  The  same 
model  was  imitated  in  the  jami  or  royal  moeqne ;  and  the 
first  of  these  was  built,  by  Mahomet  himself,  on  the  ruins 
of  the  ohoroh  of  the  Holy  Apostles  and  the  tombs  of  the 
Greek  emperors.  On  the  third  day  after  the  conquest,  the 
grave  of  Abu  Ayab  or  Job,  who  had  fallen  in  the  first  siege 
o£  the  Arabs,  was  leyealed  in  a  vision;  and  it  is  before  the 
aepnlohre  of  the  martyr  that  the  new  sultans  are  girded  with 


^  For  the  restitution  of  Constantinople  and  the  Turkish  foundatiooB,  see 
Gutem.  (pp.  102-109X  Ducas  (c.  42).  with  TheroDOt,  Tournefort.  and  the  rest 
of  oar  modem  trayellw*.   From  a  gigantic  pidoffe  of  tiie  graetnees,  popalatioii, 

etc.,  of  ConHtantinople  and  the  Ott^muti  empire  (Abreg^  de  THist.  Otlom.  i.  pp. 
1^21),  we  maj  learn  that  in  the  jear  1686  the  Mmlwm  wen  htm  niuiiMOua  ia 
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the  sword  of  empire.  ••  Constantinople  no  longer  appertaiDB 
to  the  Roman  historian;  nor  shall  I  enumerate  the  civil  and 
religious  edilices  that  were  profaned  or  erected  bj  its  Turk- 
ish masters:  the  population  was  speedily  renewed;  and,  be- 
fore the  end  of  September,  five  thousand  families  of  Anatolia 
and  Romania  had  obeyed  the  royal  mandate,  which  enjoined 
them,  under  pain  of  death,  to  occupy  their  new  habitations 
in  the  capital.  The  throne  of  Mahomet  was  guarded  by 
the  numbers  and  fidelity  of  his  Moslem  subjects:  but  his 
rational  policy  aspired  to  collect  the  remnant  of  the  Greeks; 
and  they  returned  in  crowds  as  soon  as  they  were  assured 
of  their  lives,  their  liberties,  and  the  free  exercise  of  their 
leligion*  In  the  election  and  investitcize  of  a  patriarch,  the 
ceremonial  of  the  Byzantine  court  was  revived  and  imitated. 
With  a  mixture  of  satisfaction  and  horror  they  beheld  the 
inltan  on  his  throne;  who  delivered  into  the  hands  of  Gen- 
nadius  the  crosier  or  pastoral  staff,  the  symbol  of  his  ecclesi- 
•stioal  ofi&oe;  who  conducted  the  patriarch  to  the  gate  of  the 
seraglio,  presented  him  with  a  horse  richly  caparisoned,  and 
directed  the  yiaerB  and  pachas  to  lead  him  to  the  palaoe 
which  had  been  allotted  for  his  residenoe."  The  churches 
of  Constantinople  were  shared  between  the  two  religions; 
their  HmitB  were  marked;  and,  till  it  was  infringed  by 
Selim,  the  grandson  of  Mahomet,  the  Greeks"  enjoyed 
above  sixty  years  the  benefit  of  tbis  eqoal  partition.  En- 
oonraged  by  the  ministers  of  the  divan,  who  wished  to 
•Inde  the  fanatioiBm  of  the  anltan,  the  Ohristian  advocates 


*  The  nwM.  or  aepulchrml  monument  of  Abo  Ayub,  Is  dMoribed  and 
engraTod  in  tlw  TsblMu  G«nermle  do  TEmpIre  Ottoman  (Paris,  IfSf,  ia  laif* 
loLL  a  work  of  lesfl  use,  perhapH,  than  magnificence  (i.  305). 

"  Phranza  (l-  "i-  c.  19)  relates  the  ceremony,  which  has  possibly  been 
adorned  in  the  Orook  reports  to  each  other,  and  to  the  Latins.  The  fact  is  oon- 
firmed  by  Emamipl  MalaxuB.  who  wrotp.  in  viilfjar  (rrcpk,  the  History  of  the 
Patriarchs  after  tho  takintf  of  Constantinople,  inserted  in  tho  Turco  Grseda  of 
Onurittt(L  lOG-181).  But  the  most  patient  rMdsrwill  not  believe  that  lift- 
hornet  adopted  tlio  Catholic  form.  "Sanoto  TrinitM  tpUB  mttli  dootvit  impsrium 
te  in  {Mttriarcham  novo;  RomJB  deli^rit** 

"  Prom  the  Turco-Gmote  of  CnisiuH.  etc.  Spend,  (a.d.  1453,  No.  21,  1458, 
No.  16)  df.'^crlbes  tho  nlavery  and  domestic  qiinrrols  of  tho  Grc<*k  church.  Til* 
patriarch  who  auooeeded  Ueanadiua  threw  himsoU  in  despair  into  a  well. 

\ 
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pranmied  to  fSksfgb  ihat  ibis  diyision  had  been  m  Mt,  nok 
of  generoeitjr,  but  of  jvetioe;  not  a  oonoesBion,  bat  a  com- 
paeft;  and  that  if  one  half  ii  the  titj  had  been  taken  bf 
Blonn,  the  other  moiety  had  annendered  on  the  faith  ol  a 
noted  capitolatioin.  The  original  grant  had  indeed  been 
oonamned  by  fire:  bnt  the  loaa  waa  supplied  by  the  teati- 
mony  of  thiee  aged  Janizaries  who  remembered  the  tranaao* 
tion;  and  iheir  venal  oaths  are  of  more  weight,  in  the  opinion 
of  Cantemir,  than  the  positiTe  and  nnanimons  oonaent  of  the 
history  of  the  times." 

Tlie  lemaining  fragments  of  the  Greek  kingdom  in  Bu« 
rope  and  Asia  I  shaU  abandon  to  the  Turkish  arms;  bat 
the  final  extinction  of  the  last  two  dynasties**  which  have 
reigned  in  Constantinople  should  terminate  the  decline  and 
fall  of  the  Boman  empire  in  the  East.  The  despuUs  of  the 
Morea,  Demetrius  and  Thomas,"  the  two  surviving  brothers 
of  the  name  of  Pal^oloous,  were  astonished  by  the  death 
of  the  emperor  Constantine  and  the  ruin  of  the  monarchy. 
Hopeless  of  defence,  they  prepared,  with  the  noble  Greeks 
who  adhered  to  their  fortune,  to  seek  a  refuge  in  Italy,  be- 
yond the  reach  of  the  Ottoman  thunder.  Their  first  appre- 
hensions were  dispelled  by  the  victorious  sultan,  who  con- 
tented himself  with  a  tribute  of  12,000  ducats;  and,  while 
his  ambitiou  explored  the  continent  and  the  islands  in  search 
of  prey,  he  indulged  the  Morea  in  a  respite  of  seven  years. 


"  Cantom.  (pp.  101-105)  insiflta  on  tho  ananimous  consent  of  the  Turkish 
liistoriaaa,  aacieui  as  well  as  modem,  and  argues  thai  the/  would  oot  hare 
violaled  tiie  tnith  to  diminish  their  national  glory,  aince  It  is  esteemed  more 
honorable  to  take  a  city  by  force  than  by  composition.  But.  1.  I  doubt  this 
consent,  since  he  quotes  no  pariicuiar  historian,  and  the  Turkish  Annals  oC 
LeunetoTlin  ■flrm,  wUbont  exception,  thai  Ifahomec  took  Oooslaatinople  ptr 
vim  (p  329).  2.  The  same  argument  may  be  turned  in  favor  of  t!io  Greeks  of 
the  times,  who  would  not  have  forgotten  this  honorable  and  salutarj  treat/. 
Toltaire,  m  nstia].  praferg  the  Turks  to  the  <%ri8tiBim. 

For  the  gene»lo^fy  and  fall  of  the  Comneni  of  Trebizond,  see  Ducange 
(Fam.  Bjxaat.  p.  196);  for  the  last  PaUeologi,  the  same  accurate  antiquaraui 
(pp.  244,  S4T,  MS).  The  Pal»ologl  of  IContforrat  w«r«  not  extfoet  tin  tho  next 
CSOtury;  but  they  had  forgotten  their  Greek  origin  and  kindred. 

*  in  the  worthless  stoiy  of  the  disputes  and  misfortunes  of  the  two  brothers, 
UMBwCLil.  a  Sl^)ittw  pifliiloBtb»iid»«l  TlMBM.  Ducas(c.  44,  46) 
htoobrisj^andChalflooood.  (L  TiU.  fac  x.)toodltMtM«dlgnMlf^ 
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But  ihis  respite  was  a  period  of  grief,  diflOOfd,  and  misery. 
The  hmuniium,  the  rampart  of  the  Isthmus,  so  often  raised 
and  so  often  subverted,  oould  not  long  be  defended  by  three 
knndred  Italian  arohen:  the  keys  of  Corinth  were  seiaed  bf 
the  Turks:  they  returned  from  their  summer  ezonraions 
irith  a  train  of  captLTee  and  spoil;  and  the  oomplaints  of 
the  injured  Greeks  were  heard  with  indifieienoe  and  dis- 
dain. The  Albanians,  a  yagrani  tribe  of  shepherds  and 
robbers,  filled  the  pe&insnla  with  rapine  and  mnrder;  the 
two  despots  implored  the  dangerous  and  humiliating  aid  of 
a  neighboring  pacha;  and  when  he  had  quelled  the  revolt, 
his  lessons  inculcated  the  rule  of  their  future  conduct 
Neither  the  ties  of  blood,  nor  the  oaths  which  they  repeat- 
edly pledged  in  the  communion  and  before  the  dtar,  nor 
the  stronger  pressure  of  necessity,  could  reconcile  or  sus- 
pend their  domestic  quarrels.  They  ravaged  each  other's 
patrimony  with  fire  and  sword:  the  alms  and  succors  of  the 
West  were  consumed  in  civil  hostility;  and  their  power  was 
only  exerted  in  savage  and  arbitrary  executions.  The  dis- 
tress and  revenge  of  the  weaker  rival  invoked  their  supreme 
lord;  and,  in  tiie  season  of  maturity  and  revenge,  Mahomet 
declared  himself  the  friend  of  Demetrius,  and  (A.D.  1400) 
msiohed  into  the  Morea  with  an  irresistible  force.  When 
he  had  taken  possession  of  Sparta,'  "You  are  too  weak," 
said  the  sultan,  **to  control  this  turbulent  province:  I  will 
take  your  daughter  to  my  bed;  and  you  shall  pass  the  re- 
mainder of  your  life  in  security  and  honor/'  Demetrius 
sighed  and  obeyed;  surrendered  his  daughter  and  his  cas- 
tles; followed  to  Hadrianople  his  sovereign  and  son;  and 
received  for  his  own  maintenance,  and  that  of  his  followers, 
a  city  in  Tlirace,  and  the  adjacent  isles  of  Imbros,  Lemnos, 
and  Sainothrace.  Be  was  joined  the  next  year  by  a  com- 
panion of  misfortune,  the  hist  of  tlie  Comnenian  race,  who, 
after  the  taking  of  Constantinople  by  the  Latins,  had  founded 
a  new  empire  on  the  coast  of  the  Black  Sea."   In  the  prog- 

*  IxMs  or  oooqiMtt  of  Trebicond  iu  Chaloooood.  (L  IS.  MIX  DiMMfo.  4BL 
PhmiM  (L  Ui.  a  XIX  MMl  Ouittm.  (pw  107). 
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MM  ni  Ids  Aimlnlmn  conqests,  MahonMt  imrMted  irMi  A 
fleet  and  amy  the  capital  of  David,  who  prwimied  to  stjle 
Idmaelf  emperor  of  Trebisond;"  end  the  negpotuiAioii  WM 
eompriMd  in  a  short  and  peremplDij  qneetkm,  **WilI  jon 
Mcore  your  lifo  and  treaanru  by  wrigning  your  kiagdoirf 
or  had  yoa  lather  forfeit  your  kiagdom,  yotir  treaaora^  aad 
your  lifisf  The  feeble  Oonmeniia  was  aabdned  by  hia  own 
fears,  and  the  example  of  a  MnMolman  neighbor,  flie  ponoo 
of  Sinope,**  who,  on  a  similar  summons,  had  yielded  a  lor* 
tified  dty  with  fow  hnndied  cannon  and  ten  or  tweWv 
thousand  aoldieia.  The  oapitolatiou  of  Tiebinond  waa 
(a.d.  1461)  faithfully  performed;  and  die  emperor,  with  hIa 
family,  wm  transported  to  a  castle  in  Bcmiania;  but,  on  n 
alight  suspicion  of  oorresponding  with  the  Persian  king, 
David,  and  the  whole  Oomnenian  xaoe,  were  aaorifieed  to 
the  jealoui^  or  avarice  of.  the  oooqneior.  Nor  could  the 
name  d  fatiior  long  proteot  the  nnfortonate  Bemetriua  inm 
eadle  and  oonfiaeation;  his  abject  snlnmaBion  moved  the  pity 
and  oontempt  of  the  sultan;  his  followers  were  transplanted 
to  Oonatantinople;  and  his  poverty  was  alleviated  by  a  pen* 
aion  00,000  aspers,  till  a  monastic  habit  and  a  tardy  death 
released  PalnologuB  from  an  earthly  master.  It  is  not  easy 
to  pronounce  whether  the  servitude  of  Demetrius,  or  the 
exile  of  his  brother  Thomas,"  be  the  most  inglorious.  On 
the  conquest  of  the  Morea,  the  despot  escaped  to  Corfu,  and 
from  thence  to  Italy,  with  some  naked  adherents:  his  name, 
his  tiuHerings,  and  the  head  of  the  apostle  St.  Andrew,  en> 


Though  Tournefort  (Iff.  lettre  xvif.  179)  speaks  of  Treblzond  as  mal  peupl^ 
Peysnonel,  the  latest  and  most  accurate  obsOTrer,  can  find  100,000  inhabitanta 
(Oommeroe  de  la  Mar  Noire,  ii.  72.  and  for  the  pfX)vince,  pp.  63-00).  Its  pros- 
perity  and  trade  are  perpctnally  diiiifiirhed  bj  the  factk>us  quarrels  of  two  oda» 
of  Janizaries,  in  one  of  which  30,000  Ldoa  are  commonly  enrolled  (Mem.  de  Tott, 
iii.  16). 

*•  Ismael  Be^,  prince  of  Sinope  or  Rinoplo,  was  possessed  (chiotiv  from  hit 
copper  mines)  of  a  revenue  of  200,000  ducats  (Ohalcocond.  I.  ix,  268).  Poys- 
■onel  (Oommeroe  do  1o  Mor  Hoiro,  ii.  100)aocnbo8  to  the  modem  ci^  60,000 
inhabitants.  This  account  seems  enormouf^ ;  yet  it  is  by  trading  wllh  a  pooplo 
that  we  bec(Hxie  aoqnainted  with  their  wealth  and  numbera. 

»  Spood.  (fm GoNlia OonMoiil  Ptt II.  1.  y.)nAtmii»m/tfA9aAwmh 
tioiioCthodMpotXlMBMiotBono^iLa.  1461,  Vot^l^i 
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titled  him  to  the  hospiteli^  of  the  Vatican;  and  his  miaeiy 
ITBB  proloTiged  by  a  pension  of  6,000  dnoats  from  the  pope 
and  oardinals.  His  two  sons,  Andrew  and  Manael,  were 
ednoated  in  Italy;  but  the  elder,  contemptible  to  his  ene- 
mies and  burdensome  to  his  friends,  was  degraded  bj  the 
baseness  of  his  life  and  marriage.  A  title  was  his  sole  in- 
heritance; and  that  inherifcanoe  he  sncoesBiyelj  sold  to  the 
kings  of  France  and  Aragon.*"  During  his  trantijent  pros- 
perity, Charles  the  Bighth  was  ambitions  of  joining  the 
empire  of  the  East  with  the  kingdom  of  Naples:  in  a  pnb* 
Bo  festiyal,  he  assumed  ibe  appellation  and  the  purple  of 
AuguatuK  the  Greeks  rejoiced,  and  the  Ottoman  already 
trembled  at  the  approach  of  the  French  chivalry.*'  Manuel 
PalMlogus,  the  second  son,  was  tempted  to  rerisit  his  na- 
tiye  country:  his  return  might  be  grateful,  and  could  not 
be  dangerous,  to  the  Porte:  he  was  maintained  at  Constan- 
tinople in  safety  and  ease;  and  an  honorable  train  of  Chris* 
tians  and  Moslems  attended  him  to  the  grave.  If  there  be 
aome  animals  of  so  generous  a  nature  that  they  refuse  to 
propagate  in  a  domestio  state,  the  last  of  the  Imperial  race 
must  b9  ascribed  to  an  inferior  kind:  he  accepted  from  the 
•ultan*s  liberally  two  beautiful  females;  and  his  surviving 
aon  was  lost  in  the  habit  and  religion  of  a  Turkish  slave. 

The  importance  of  Constantinople  was  felt  and  magnified 
in  its  loss  (▲.!>.  1468):  the  pontificate  of  Nicholas  the  Fifth, 
however  peaceful  and  prosperous,  was  dishonored  by  the 
fall  of  the  Eastern  empire;  and  the  grief  and  temw  of  the 
Latins  revived,  or  seemed  to  revive,  the  old  enthusiasm  of 
the  crusades.   In  one  of  the  most  distant  countries  of  the 

By  !in  HOt  iiitod  a.d.  1494,  Sept.  6,  and  lately  tranaroitted  from  the 
archives  of  the  Capitol  to  the  rojal  library  of  Pan»,  the  despot  Andrew  Pal»> 
€logu8,  reserving  the  MorM,  tnd  stfirahlhig  some  prfvM»  mAnntaf^  oonTeyi 
to  Charles  VIII.,  king  of  France,  the  empires  of  ConsiHntinoplo  and  Trebizond 
(Spond.  A.D.  1495,  No.  2).  IL  de  FoDcemagne  <Mem.  de  TAcad.  des  Inacrip. 
anrff.  SBS-BTS)  hat  bestowed  a  dtsaerlatloii  on  this  nafkmal  title,  of  whloh  ha  ha4 
obtained  a  copy  tnm  Rome. 

"  Phil,  da  Oomin.  (L  vii.  c.  14),  who  reckons  with  pleasure  the  number  oC 
Oreeks  who  were  prepared  to  rise,  SO  mfles  of  an  easy  navigation,  eightesD 
days'  Journey  from  VHlona  to  Constantinople,  aC8>    On  tUl  OeOi&ll  tiM  TlUkSsh  ' 

empire  was  saved  bj  the  poUcir  of  Vaniea. 
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Wefti  PliiKp,  duke  of  Buigniidy,  tnterttined,  at  Lisle  in 
Flanden,  an  aaBemblj  of  bii  nobles;  end  the  pompons  pe- 
geents  of  the  f  eest  were  skilfnllj'  sdepted  to  their  fsnoj  and 
iBoIiiigs.*'  In  the  midst  of  the  banqnet,  a  gigantio  Saracen 
entered  the  hall,  leading  a  flotitioiis  elephanti  with  a  eastle 
on  his  back:  a  matron  in  a  monming  robe,  the  symbol  of 
leligion,  was  seen  to  issue  from  the  castle;  she  deplored  Jier 
oppression,  and  accused  the  slowness  of  her  champions:  the 
prineipal  herald  of  the  Qolden  fleece  adTanced,  bearing  on 
his  fist  a  live  pheasant,  which,  according  to  the  rites  of 
ohiyalrj,  be  presented  to  the  dnke.  At  this  extraordinary 
snmmons,  Philip,  a  wise  and  aged  prince,  engaged  his  per- 
son and  powers  in  the  holy  war  against  the  Turks:  his 
example  was  imitated  by  the  barons  and  knights  of  the 
assembly;  tbey  swore  to  God,  the  Virgin,  the  ladies,  and 
the  pheasant,  and  their  particnlar  yows  were  not  less  ex- 
travagant than  the  general  sanction  of  their  oath.  Bat  the 
performance  was  made  to  depend  on  some  future  and  foreign 
contingency;  and,  during  twelve  years,  till  the  last  hour  of 
his  life,  the  duke  of  Burgundy  might  be  scrupulously,  and 
perhaps  sincerely,  on  the  eve  of  his  departure.  Had  every 
breast  glowed  with  the  same  ardor;  had  the  union  of  the 
Christians  corresponded  with  their  bravery;  had  every 
country,  from  Sweden"  to  Naples,  supplied  a  just  propor- 
tion of  cavalry  and  infantry,  of  men  and  money,  it  is  in. 
deed  probable  that  Constantinople  would  have  been  deliv- 
ered, and  that  the  Turks  might  have  been  chased  beyond 
the  Hellespont  or  the  Euphrates.  But  the  secretary  of  the 
emperor,  who  composed  every  epistle,  and  attended  every 
meeting,  ^neas  Sylvius,'^  a  statesman  and  orator,  describes 

•»  Origin»l  fojiat  in  Olivier  de  la  March©  (Mem.  p.  I.  c.  29,  30).  with  the 
ftbatract  aud  obaervatioas  of  M.  de  8te.  Palaye  (Mem.  sur  la  Cheval.  i.  p.  iii. 
ISiy.    The  peacock  cod  tlw  phcannt  were  distingiiisbed  as  royal  birds. 

It  was  found  by  actual  enumeration  that  8wedeD,  (Gothland,  and  Finland 
contained  1,800»000  Oghting  men,  and  conaequentljr  were  far  more  populous 
tfiMiatpPiwnt. 

In  tlie  year  1154  Spend.  pivcn,  from  ^neas  Sylrius,  a  riew  of  the 
■tate  of  Kurope,  enhched  with  bis  own  obeervations.  That  valuable  annalist^ 
mA  ttwltite  Kiifttori»  win  «aitiiMM  the  aarfes  of  eraoli  froB  tlw  jatr  14M 
tio  1^181^  ^l^^i^      flit  SdlioiD0^  s      iHi^l    IIilIb  ^^bfl^v(tff( 


Digitized  by  Google 


5U 


THE  DMCUHB  AND  FALL 


from  hiB  own  experience  the  repugnant  state  and  spirit  of 
Giuristendom.  '*lt  ia  a  body/*  says  he,  without  a  Jiead;  a 
vapablio  without  laws  or  magistralea.  The  pope  and  the 
emperor  may  shine  aa  lofty  titles,  aa  splendid  images;  bni 
ikeg  are  nnable  to  oommand,  and  none  ia  willing  to  obey: 
erery  itate  baa  a  aepaiate  prince,  and  every  prince  has  a 
eepaiBte  interest  What  eloquence  could  unite  so  many 
discordant  and  hoatile  poweia  under  the  same  staadacd? 
Cbuld  they  be  aaaembled  in  arms,  who  would  dare  to  aa- 
anme  the  office  of  general?  What  order  could  be  main* 
tained? — what  military  discipline?  Who  would  undertake 
to  feed  such  an  enormoua  multitode?  Who  would  under* 
stand  their  varioua  languagas,  or  direct  tiieir  stranger  and 
incompatible  manuera?  What  mortal  could  reconcile  the 
Bngliah  with  the  French,  Genoa  with  Aragon,  the  Oer- 
mana  with  the  natiTcs  of  Hungary  and  Bohemia?  If  a 
small  number  enlisted  in  the  holy  war,  they  must  be  over- 
thrown by  the  infldeb;  if  many,  by  their  own  weight  and 
oonfnsion.**  Yet  the  same  ^neaa,  when  he  was  raised  to 
liie  papal  throne,  under  the  name  d  Fiua  Hie  Second,  de- 
voted  his  life  to  the  prosecution  of  the  Turkish  war.  In 
the  council  of  llantna  he  eseited  some  sparks  of  a  false  of 
feeble  enthusiasm;  but  when  the  pontiil  appearsd  at  An* 
eona  to  embark  In  perm  with  the  troops,  engagementi 
vanished  In  eanoses;  a  predse  day  was  adjouned  to  an 
indefinite  term;  and  hla  effeelive  army  oonsisted  of  some 
German  pilgrims,  whom  he  was  oUiged  to  dirtiand  witli 
indulgences  and  alms.  Kegardleaa  (tf  futurity,  hia  snooes- 
0ors  and  the  powers  of  Italy  were  involved  In  the  schemes 
of  present  and  domestie  amlntion;  and  the  distance  or  prox- 
imity of  each  object  determinedi  in  their  eyes,  its  apparent 
maguitude.  A  more  enlarged  view  of  their  interest  wonld 
have  tauglit  them  to  maintain  a  defensive  and  naval  war 
against  the  common  enemy;  and  the  support  of  Scanderbeg 
and  his  brave  Albanians  might  have  prevented  the  subse- 
quent invasion  of  the  kingdom  of  Naples.  The  siege  and 
sack  of  Otranto  by  the  Turks  diffubed  a  general  oonster- 
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nation;  and  Pope  SixtoB  was  preparing  to  flj  beyond  the 
Alp8»  when  the  storm  was  instanilj  dispelled  bj  tiie  deatii 
(▲.D.  1481,  May  8,  or  July  2)  of  Mahomet  the  Second,  in 
the  fifty-first  year  of  his  age.**  His  lof^  genins  aspired 
to  the  conquest  of  Italy:  he  was  possessed  of  a  strong 
city  and  a  oapaoions  harbor;  and  the  same  reign  might 
have  been  decorated  with  the  trophies  of  the  Nxw  and  the 
AvozxNT  Boms.** 


**  Besides  the  Iwo  annaligts,  the  reader  may  consult  Giannone  (Ist.  Civile^ 
iil.  440)  tor  the  Turkish  invasion  of  tbe  kingdom  of  Naples.  For  the  reign  and 
conquests  of  Mahomot  II.,  I  have  oocjiMionally  usod  the  Mem.  iHtoriche  de 
Monarchi  Ottom.  di  Uiovanni  Sagredo  (Yeuezia,  1677,  4to).  In  peace  and  war, 
llie  Turin  hsve  ever  engaged  th«  attMitk»  of  the  republic  of  Venice.  All  her 
despatches  and  archives  wf?re  open  to  a  procurator  of  St.  Mark,  and  Sagredo  is 
not  contemptible  either  in  seuse  or  style.  Yet  he  Loo  bitterly  hates  the  iufldela; 
1m  to  ignofint  of  tfnir  tongnage  and  maonors;  and  bto  oanmtife,  whieh  allowi 
only  oetrenty  poget  to  Malmmol  II.  (pp.  r)0-140),  becomes  more  copious  and 
•ndieBtio  M  he  approaches  Uie  yoare  1640  and  1644,  the  term  of  the  histoho 
kbora  al  Joho  Ba/gndo. 

As  I  am  now  takinj?  an  everlasting  farewell  of  the  Greek  empire,  I  shall 
briefly  mention  the  great  ooUection  of  Bysantine  writers,  whose  names  and 
testimonies  have  been  aaeceaefTely  repeated  tn  dile  werit.  The  Ofesk  prsssss 
of  Aldus  and  ihe  Iialiane  wero  contlned  to  tho  classics  of  a  better  ago;  and  the 
lirst  rude  editions  of  Proeopius,  Agalhias.  Cedrenus,  ZonavMy  etc,  were  pub- 
lished by  the  teamed  diligenee  of  die  Oemam.  The  whoto  Bynntlne  series, 
(ixxvi  vol.-*.  fol.)  fjradiially  issuod  (a.d.  1648,  etc.)  from  the  royal  press  of 
the  Louvre,  with  some  collateral  aid  from  Rome  and  Leipeic :  but  Uie  Venetiaa 
edition  (a.d.  1729),  though  cheaper  and  more  copious,  to  not  lees  Inferior  in  oor^ 
rectness  than  in  magnificonce  to  that  of  Paris.  The  merits  of  the  French 
editors  are  various ;  but  the  value  of  Anna  Comoena,  Cinnamus,  Villehardouin, 
etc..  is  enhanced  by  tbe  historical  notes  of  Oharies  du  Freene  du  Cange.  His 
supplemental  works,  the  Greek  Glossary,  the  Constantinopolis  Christiana,  tho 
EuniUMB/saathuB,  dilluae  a  steady  Ught  over  the  darlmeia  of  the  Lower  Bmpiieb 
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OHAPT£B  LXIX 

JSiate  of  Rome  from  Oie  Twelfth  Century — Temporal  Domin* 
ion  of  the  Popes — Seditiona  of  the  City — Political  Heresy 
of  Arnold  of  Brescia — Restoration  of  the  Repuhlio-^l%$ 
Senators — Pride  of  tfie  Romans — Their  Wars — They  ar^ 
Deprived  of  the  MeeUon  and  Presence  o]  the  Popea^  who 
retire  to  Avignon — The  Jubilee — NobU  FamiUee  cf  Rome 
— Feud  of  the  Oolonna  and  Ursini 


IN  the  first  ages  of  the  decline  and  fall  of  the  Roman  em- 
pire, our  eya  Is  invariably  fixed  on  the  royal  city  which 
had  given  laws  to  the  fairest  portion  of  the  globe.  We 
contemplate  her  fortones,  at  first  with  admiration,  at  length 
with  pity,  always  with  attention;  and  when  that  attention  is 
diverted  from  the  capital  to  the  provinoes,  they  are  consid- 
ered as  so  many  benches  which  haye  been  snocessiTeiy  sev- 
eared  from  the  Imperial  trunk.  The  foundation  of  a  second 
Borne,  on  the  shores  of  the  Bosphoms,  has  compelled  the 
historian  to  follow  the  suocessors  of  Gonstantine;  and  our 
euriosi^  has  been  tempted  to  visit  the  most  remote  coun- 
tries of  Burope  and  Aida,  to  explore  the  causes  and  the  au- 
ihors  of  the  long  decay  of  the  Byzantine  monarchy.  By  the 
conquests  of  Justinian,  we  have  been  recalled  to  the  banks 
of  the  Tiber,  to  the  deUTerance  of  the  ancient  metropolis; 
but  that  deliyemnce  was  a  change,  or  perhaps  an  aggrava- 
tion, of  servitude.  Bome  had  been  alraady  stripped  of  her 
trophies,  her  gods,  and  her  Onsats:  nor  was  tiie  Gothic 
dominion  more  inglorious  and  oppressive  than  the  tyranny 
of  the  Greeks.  In  the  eighth  centnry  of  the  Christian  era, 
a  religions  quarrel,  the  worship  of  images^  provoked  the  Bo- 
mans  to  assert  their  independence:  their  bishop  became  the 
temporal,  as  well  as  the  spiritual,  father  of  a  free  people; 
and  of  the  Western  empire,  which  was  restored  by  Oharle* 
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magne,  the  title  and  image  still  decorate  the  singular  con- 
Btitution  of  modem  Germany.  The  name  of  Home  must 
yet  command  our  involuntary  respect:  the  climate  (what- 
Boever  may  be  its  influence)  was  no  longer  the  same:'  the 
puzity  of  blood  had  been  contaminated  through  a  thousand 
ehannels;  but  the  venerable  aspect  of  her  ruins,  and  the 
memory  of  past  greatness,  rekindled  a  spark  of  the  national 
eliancter.  The  darkness  of  the  middle  ages  exhibits  some 
•oenes  not  unworthy  of  our  notice.  Nor  shall  I  dismiss  the 
present  work  till  I  have  reyiewed  the  state  and  revolutions 
of  the  RoMAK  dTT,  which  acqniesoed  nnder  the  absolute 
dominion  of  the  popes  about  the  same  time  that  Gonstanti- 
nople  was  enslaved  by  the  Turkish  arms. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  twelfth  century,*  the  era  of  the 
flrst  omsade,  Borne  was  revered  by  the  Latum  as  the  me- 
tropolis of  the  world,  as  the  throne  of  the  pope  and  ^e  em- 
peror, who,  from  the  eternal  oily,  derived  ^eir  title,  tiieir 
honors,  and  the  right  or  exercise  of  temporal  dominion. 
After  so  long  an  interraption,  it  may  not  be  nseless  to  re- 
peat that  the  soocessors  of  Oharlemagne  and  the  CHhos  were 
(A.D.  800-1100)  chosen  beyond  the  Bhine  in  a  national  diet; 
\m%  that  these  princes  were  content  with  the  hnmble  names 
of  kings  of  Germany  and  Italy,  till  they  had  passed  the 
Alps  and  the  Apennine,  to  seek  their  Imperial  crown  on 
the  banks  of  the  Tiber.*  At  some  distance  from  the  city 
iheir  approach  was  sainted  by  a  long  procession  of  the 
clergy  and  people  with  palms  and  crosses;  and  the  terriflo 

'  Dabofl.  who,  with  leaa  genius  than  his  successor  Montesquieu,  ha^  asserted 
and  magnitlcd  tho  influence  of  climate,  objects  to  himself  the  degeneracy  of  the 
Beouuis  and  Batavians.   To  the  fint  of  wme  examples  he  repine,  1.  Thai  the 

chanjfo  ia  Ie88  roal  than  apparent,  and  that  Uio  modern  Romana  prudently  con- 
ceal ia  themaelvea  the  virtues  of  their  aucestors.  2.  That  the  air,  the  soil,  and 
the  climate  of  Rome  hare  eufferad  »  greel  and  Ttotble  eltecetfim  (Befleoc.  ear 
PMeie  et  Peinturo,  part  ii.  sect.  16). 

*  The  reader  has  been  ao  long  absent  from  Rome  that  I  would  advise  him  to 
VBCoUect  or  review  the  xlixth  ctut^  of  iUe  HIetoiy. 

*  Tho  coronation  of  the  Gorman  emperors  at  Rome,  more  especially  in  the 
xith  century,  is  best  represented  from  the  original  monuments  by  Uurat.  (Antiq. 
ItaL  Med.  Mr.  i.  dies.  ii.  99.  etc.).  end  Gemu  (Monum.  Domia.  Pootit  11.  diee. 
vi.  261).  the  Utter  of  whom  I  only  knOir  from  Um  Wglwm  CKtHMl  U  Sohnidt 
(Hkt.  dee  AUanuuida,  UL  266-266).  . 
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emblemB  of  wolves  and  lions,  of  dragoDB  and  eagles,  ^ha4 
floated  in  the  military  bannera^  repiesented  the  departed 
legions  and  cohorts  of  the  repnbUc.  The  lojal  oath  to 
maintain  the  liberties  of  Borne  was  thrice  reiterated,  the 
bridge,  the  gate,  and  on  the  stain  of  the  Vatican;  and 
the  diatribation  of  a  costomazy  donati7e  feebly  imitated  the 
magnificence  of  the  first  Caesars.  In  the  ohoroh  of  St.  Peter» 
the  coronation  was  performed  by  his  snooeflBOr:  the  voice  of 
Qod  was  oonfounded  with  that  of  the  people;  and  the  pub* 
lie  consent  was  declared  in  the  acclamations  of ,  "Long  life 
■nd  victory  to  onr  lord  the  pope  I  Long  life  and  Tietozy  to 
onr  lord  the  emperor  1  Long  life  and  viotoiy  to  the  Roman 
and  Tentonio  armies  I*'  *  The  names  d  Omst  and  Augna* 
toB,  the  laws  of  Gonstantine  and  Justinian,  the  example  of 
Charlemagne  and  Otho,  established  the  -snpreme  domin* 
ion  of  the  emperors;  their  title  and  image  was  engrsTed 
on  the  papal  ooins;*  and  their  jnrisdiotion  was  marked  bj 
the  swo^  of  jnstiee,  whioh  they  delivered  to  the  prelect  of 
the  city.  Bnt  every  Roman  prejudice  was  awakened  by  the 
name,  the  language,  and  the  manners,  of  a  Barbarian  lord* 
The  CiBsaia  of  Saxony  or  Franoonia  were  the  chiefs  of  a 
lendsl  aristooraoy;  nor  could  they  exercise  the  discipline  of 
eivil  and  military  power  which  alone  secures  the  obedience 
of  a  distant  people,  impatient  of  servitude,  though  perhaps 
incapable  of  freedom.  Once,  and  once  onlyi  in  hia  li^i^ 
each  emperor,  with  an  army  of  Tentonio  vassals,  descended 
from  the  Alps.  I  have  described  the  peaceful  order  of  hia 
entry  and  coronation;  but  that  order  was  commonly  dis- 
turbed by  the  clamor  and  sedition  of  the  Romans,  who  en- 
countered their  sovereign  as  a  foreign  invader:  his  d^wrturs 
was  always  speedy,  and  often  shameful;  and,  in  the  absence 


*  BzardUil  Romano  et  Teutontool  Tha  latter  waa  both  aeea  and  fait;  bul 
fhe  former  waa  no  mora  than  mmgtA  nominia  nmbim. 

*  Muratorl  iias  given  tho  porir-s  of  the  papal  coins  (Antiq.  li.  diss,  ixvii.  648- 
664).  He  flnda  ooljr  two  more  earlj  thaa  the  jmr  800 ;  &itj  aro  still  eztanl 
Inm  Lao  III.  to  Lao  IX.,  with  Iba  addltioa  d  t£e  reig;iii&g  emperor;  oooa  n- 
■ain  of  Gregory  VIL  or  Urban  II. ;  but  Ia  tliOM  of  FlMOteL IL  MHU  tB  hftTt 
wnounced  thia  badge  o<  dependenoa. 
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d  i  long  reign,  lik  ftvlliorilj  was  inmllad  aad  Imi  nme  wm 

forgotten.  The  progrw  of  independflnM  in  Germany  and 
Italy  undmiBed  tbe  fomidailloiis  of  tiio  Imperial  Bover- 
eignty,  and  the  trismpli  of  ihe  popes  was  the  deliveiaiiee 
<kf  Borne. 

Of  her  two  sovereigns^  the  emperor  had  precariously 
reigned  by  the  right  of  conquest;  but  the  authority  of  the 
pope  was  founded  on  the  soft,  though  more  solid,  basis  of 
opinion  and  habit.  The  removal  of  a  foreign  influence  re- 
stored and  endeared  the  shepherd  to  his  flock.  Instead  of 
the  arbitrary  or  venal  nomination  of  a  German  courts  the 
vicar  of  Christ  was  freely  chosen  by  the  college  of  cardinalp, 
most  of  whom  were  either  natives  or  inhabitants  of  the  city. 
The  applause  of  the  magistrates  and  people  confirmed  his 
election;  and  the  ecclesiastical  power  that  was  obeyed  in 
Sweden  and  Britain  had  been  ultiTnstelv  derived  from  the 
suffrage  of  the  Romans.  The  same  BufTrage  gave  a  prince, 
as  well  as  a  pontiff,  to  the  capital.  It  was  universally  be- 
lieved that  Constantine  had  invested  the  popes  with  the 
temporal  dominion  of  Rome;  and  the  boldest  civilians,  the 
most  profane  sceptics,  were  satisfied  with  disputing  the  right 
of  the  emperor  and  the  validity  of  his  gift.  The  truth  of  the 
fact,  the  authenticity  of  his  donation,  wa^s  deeply  rooted  in 
the  ignorance  and  tradition  of  four  centuries:  and  the  fab- 
ulous origin  whs  lost  in  the  real  and  permanent  effects. 
The  name  of  Dominus  or  Lord  was  inscribed  on  the  coin  of 
the  bishops:  their  title  was  acknowledfrcd  by  acclamations 
and  oaths  of  allegiance;  and  with  the  free,  or  reluctant, 
consent  of  the  German  Ctesars  they  had  long  exercised  a 
supreme  or  subordinate  jurisdiction  over  the  city  and  pat- 
rimony of  St.  Peter.  The  reign  of  the  popes,  which  grati- 
tied  the  prejudices,  was  not  incompatible  with  the  liberties, 
of  Rome;  and  a  more  critical  inquiry  would  have  reveale<l  a 
still  nobler  source  of  their  power;  the  gratitude  of  a  nation 
whom  they  had  rescued  from  the  heresy  and  op{)ressiou  of 
the  Greek  tyrant.  In  an  age  of  superstition,  it  should  seem 
that  the  luion  oi  tbe  royal  and  aacerdotal  characters  would 
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nmimdlj  fortify  eioh  other;  and  that  the  Irojs  of  paradke 
would  be  the  soiest  pledge  of  earthly  obedience.  The  sanc- 
tity of  the  office  might  indeed  be  degraded  by  the  personal 
vices  of  the  man.  But  the  scandals  of  the  tenth  century 
were  obliterated  by  the  austere  and  more  dangerous  virtues 
of  Gregory  the  Seventh  and  his  successors;  and,  in  the  am- 
bitious contests  which  they  maintained  for  the  rights  of  the 
church,  their  sufferings  or  their  success  must  equally  tend 
to  increase  the  popular  veneration.  They  sometimes  wan- 
dered in  poverty  and  exHe,  the  victims  of  persecution ;  and 
the  apostolic  zeal  with  which  they  offered  themselves  to  mar- 
tyrdom must  engage  the  favor  and  sympathy  of  every  Cath- 
olic breast.  And  sometimes,  thundering  from  the  Vatican, 
they  created,  judged,  and  deposed  the  kings  of  the  world: 
nor  could  the  proudest  Roman  be  disgraced  by  submitting 
to  a  priest  whose  feet  were  kissed,  and  whose  stirrup  was 
held,  by  the  successors  of  Charlemagne.'  Even  the  tempo- 
ral interest  of  the  city  should  have  protected  in  peace  and 
honor  the  residence  of  the  popes;  from  whence  a  vain  and 
lazy  people  derived  the  greater  part  of  their  subsistence 
and  riches.  The  fixed  revenue  of  the  popes  was  probably 
impaired:  many  of  tlie  old  patrimonial  estates,  both  in  Italy 
and  the  provinces,  had  been  invaded  by  sacrilegious  hands; 
nor  could  the  loss  be  compensated  by  the  claim,  rather  than 
the  possession,  of  the  more  ample  gifts  of  Pepin  and  his  de- 
scendants. But  the  Vatican  and  Capitol  were  nourished  by 
the  incessant  and  increasing  swarms  of  pilgrims  and  sup- 
pliants: the  pale  of  Christianity  was  enlarged,  and  the  pope 
and  cardinals  were  overwhelme<l  l)y  the  judgment  of  ecclesi- 
astical and  secular  causes.  A  new  jurisprudence  had  estab- 
lished in  the  Latin  church  the  hght  and  practice  of  appeals;* 


•  Ducange.  Gloss.  Med.  et  Inflra.  Latin,  vi.  364,  SxAfFA.  This  homage  was 
paid  bj  kingH  to  archbisbopa,  and  by  vassaU  to  their  lords  ^Schmidt,  iii.  262); 
and  it  was  the  nieeit  polief  of  Rome  to  eonfomid  the  nwrn  of  llliil  and  of 

leadal  subjection. 

^  The  appeals  from  ail  the  churches  to  the  Komaa  pontiff  if*  dnlored  by 
Hie  zeal  of  St.  Bernard  (de  Oonaidor.  L  lil.  if.  4S1,  ed.  ICftbOloii,  Yenet.  1760) 
■ttdkta*|iii|giBeniof  niaf7(Dii.  mrrHiet  Bete.  It.  elvii.^  Bni  ^  Mint. 
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and,  from  the  north  iiiul  west,  the  bishops  and  abhofc^  were 
invited  or  Hummoned  \jo  solicit,  to  complniii,  to  acciise,  or 
to  justify,  before  the  threshold  of  the  apostles.  A  rare 
prodigy  is  once  recorded,  that  two  horses,  belonging  to  the 
archbishops  of  Mentz  and  Cologne,  repassed  the  Alps,  yet 
laden  with  gold  and  silver:'  but  it  was  soon  underst<jod  that 
the  snccess,  both  of  the  pilgrims  and  clients,  depended  much 
less  on  the  justice  of  their  cause  than  on  tlie  value  of  tlieir 
offering.  The  wealth  and  piety  of  these  strangery  were  os- 
tentatiously dispLiyed;  and  their  expenses,  sacred  or  pro- 
fane, circulated  in  various  chanuelB  for  th«  emolument  o£ 
the  Romans. 

Such  powerful  motives  should  have  firmly  attached  the 
voluntary  and  pious  obedience  of  the  Roman  people  to  their 
s])iritual  and  temporal  father.  But  the  operation  of  preju- 
dice and  interest  is  often  disturbed  by  the  Killies  of  un«:ov- 
ernahle  ]xission.  The  Indian  who  fells  the  tree  that  he  may 
gather  the  fruit,"  and  the  Arab  who  plunders  the  caravans 
of  commerce,  are  actnated  by  the  same  impulse  of  savage 
nature,  which  overltK^ks  the  future  in  the  present,  and  relin- 
quishes for  momentary  rapine  the  long  and  secure  possession 
of  the  most  imj)ortant  blessings.  And  it  was  thus  that  the 
shrine  of  St.  Peter  was  profaned  by  the  thonghtless  Romans; 
■who  pillaged  the  offerings,  and  wounded  the  pilgrims,  with- 
out computing  the  numl>er  and  value  of  similar  visits  whioh 
the  J  prevented  by  their  inhospitable  sacrilege.  Even  tiie  in- 
fluence of  superstition  is  fluctuating  and  precarious:  and  the 
slave,  whose  reason  is  subdued,  will  often  be  delivered  by 
his  aysrioe  «r  phde*   A  credolouB  devotion  for  the  lablee 


who  believed  in  Ihe  false  decrotalH,  condomnB  only  the  abuse  of  thc^e  appeals; 
the  more  enlighionod  historiaa  ioTeetigates  the  origin,  «nd  rejects  the  principles, 
of  thifl  new  Jnrtsprudence. 

*  Oennanici  ....  MBOBBrii  i)on  tomMi  •■MBhlis  mUftti  nihilomtnag  rapa. 
irianl  irvviti.  Nora  res!  quando  htiotenus  nunim  Romn  reftjdit?  Et  nunc 
Roraauoniin  con  Mho  M  usurpAtam  non  credimus  (Bernard  df^  CotiHider.  L  iu. 
e.  3,  p.  437).    Tli»  im  words  of  the  peamfe  are  obscure,  and  prr^bnblj eorrapt 

•  Qnaiid  sauTnffes  do  la  Ixminianf  renVnf  avoir  dii  fniit,  ils  conpcnt 
i'arbre  au  pied  et  cueiilent  le  fruit.  VoiIh  le  gouTememeiit  deaputique  (Es(iriL 
dso  Lofat,  1.  Y.  fe  18);  aa*  ywlea  —d  igaonm^  si»  iliriyg  ltll|^BaB.-    -  ■ 
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and  oracles  of  the  priesthood  most  powerfully  acts  on  the 
mind  of  a  Barbarian:  yet  such  a  iniud  is  the  least  capable 
of  preferring  imagination  to  sense,  of  sacnhciug  to  a  distant 
motive,  to  an  invisible,  perhaps  an  ideal,  object,  the  appe- 
tites and  interCvStri  of  the  present  world.  In  tlie  vigor  of 
health  and  youth,  his  practice  will  perpetually  contradict 
his  belief;  till  the  pressure  of  age,  or  sickness,  or  calamity 
awakens  his  terrors,  and  compels  him  to  satisfy  the  double 
debt  of  piety  and  remorse.  I  have  already  observed  that 
the  modern  times  of  religious  indifference  are  the  most  fav- 
orable to  the  peace  and  security  of  the  clergy.  Under  the 
reign  of  superstition,  they  had  much  to  hope  from  the  ig- 
norance, and  much  to  fear  from  the  violence,  of  mankind. 
The  wealth,  whose  constant  increase  must  have  rendered 
them  the  sole  proprietors  of  the  earth,  was  alternately  be- 
stowed by  the  repentant  father  and  plundered  by  the  rapa- 
cious son:  their  persons  were  adored  or  violated;  and  the  . 
same  idol,  by  the  hands  of  the  same  votaries,  was  placed  on 
the  altar  or  trampled  in  the  dust.  In  the  feudal  system  of 
Europe,  arms  were  the  title  of  distinction  and  the  measure 
of  allegiance;  and,  amid  their  tumult,  the  still  voice  of  law 
and  reason  was  seldom  heard  or  obeyed.  The  turbulent 
Romans  disdained  the  yoke,  and  insulted  the  impotence,  of 
their  bishop;"  nor  would  his  education  or  character  allow 
him  to  exercise,  with  decency  or  effect,  the  power  of  the 
sword.  The  motives  of  his  election  and  the  frailties  of  his 
life  were  exposed  to  their  familiar  observation;  and  proxim- 
ity must  diminish  the  reverence  which  his  name  and  his  de- 
crees impressed  on  a  barbarous  world.  This  difference  has 
not  escaped  the  notice  of  our  philosophic  historian:  "Though 
the  name  and  authority  of  the  court  of  Home  were  so  terrible 

In  a  firee  eonTmatioii  wllh  hto  oonntiTinui  Adrian  lY..  John  ol  fialUbarjr 
aocusea  the  avarico  uf  the  pope  and  clor^y  ;  Provincianim  doripiunt  apolia,  ac  si 
thaMuircNi  OroMi  studeant  reparare.  Sed  recie  cum  eis  agit  Altiaaimus.  quouiam 
et  Ipal  attta  at  aepe  rilissimls  hominnras  datf  mnt  in  direptiooam  (de  Nugis  Onrl* 
alium,  I.  tI,  a  S4;  p.  387).  In  the  uozt  page,  he  blames  the  rashoesB  and  infidel- 
o{  tba  BcMDans,  whom  their  biahoM  Tatnly  atrove  to  conciliate  hj  gifta,  instead 
m  Tiftnaa.  It  la  pity  that  thia  miaoeUnneoua  writer  has  not  givan  na  toaa  OMmUlgr 
■ad  andlta,  and  OMN*  pioliint  a<  hinitlt  and  tiw  tin^ 
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in  the  remote  ootmtries  of  Europe,  which  were  sunk  in  pro- 
lound  ignorance,  and  were  entirely  unacquainted  with  its 
character  and  conduct,  the  pope  was  so  little  revered  at 
home  that  his  inveterate  enemies  surrounded  the  gates  of 
Rome  itself,  and  even  controlled  his  government  in  that 
citj;  and  the  ambassadors,  who,  from  a  distant  extremity 
of  Europe,  carried  to  him  the  humble,  or  rather  abject,  sub- 
missions of  the  greatest  potentate  of  the  age,  found  the  ut- 
most di£&Qulty  to  make  their  iray  to  him,  and  to  throw 
themaelves  at  his  leet.** " 

Since  the  jNrimiti^  limeB,  the  wealth  of  the  popas  was 
exposed  to  ea^j,  their  power  to  opposition,  and  their  per- 
aoiia  to  Tiokaoe.  But  the  long  hostility  of  the  mitia  and 
the  crown  inoreaoed  the  numbers,  and  inflamed  the  passions, 
of  their  eaesdes.  The  deadly  factions  of  the  Gmelphs  and 
GhibellmeB,  bo  fatal  to  Italy,  ooold  never  be  embraced  wi& 
truth  or  constancy  by  the  Romans,  the  subjeets  and  adver* 
saries  both  of  the  bishop  and  emperor;  but  their  support 
was  solicited  by  both  parties;  and  they  alternately  displayed 
in  their  banners  the  keys  of  St.  Peter  and  the  German  eagle. 
Gregory  the  Seventh,  who  may  be  adored  <nr  detent^d  as  the 
founder  of  the  papal  monarchy,  was  driven  from  Bome  and 
died  in  exile  at  Salerno.  Six*and -thirty  of.  his  successors, *■ 
till  their  retreat  to  Avignon,  maintained  (a.d.  1088-1805)  an 
unequal  contest  with  the  Romans:  their  age  and  dignity  were 
often  violated;  and  the  churches,  in  the  solemn  rites  of  re- 
ligion, were  polluted  with  sedition  and  murder. «  A  repa- 
titioQ**  of  such  eapriclons  bmtality,  without  connection  or 
design,  would  be  tedious  and  disgusting;  and  I  shall  oontent 


"  Hame'i  History  of  Enj^land.  i.  419. 

'*  From  T.fM  TX.  and  Grejn>rv  VTT.  an  anfhMltfc  and  fy>ntemporary  scrif-j  of 
the  Htos  of  the  popes  by  the  cardinal  of  Angon,  PSndulphu.t  Pisanas,  Bernard 
CtaMo,  etc..  Is  fmerted  fn  the  Its9ian  Historfaos of  Mtiratori  (iH.  p.  i.  pp.  STt- 
S86),  and  hns  V)^r>n  ahviiyn  b<»fore  niy  eyeB. 

^  Tbe  dates  of  years  giren  may  throuftlxnit  tUi  «lksp(er  be  understood  as 
tMit  I  €091  Miens  to  Annals  ef  Mnmtori,  tny  ordlnarr  land  -exerftent  iniide. 
He  li'^tw,  and  indeed  qnottw,  with  the  fr«»doTn  of  a  mawtpr,  h1«  fn^t  rf)lIe<'tion 
el  Uie  Italian  Historians,  in  xTviii  vols. ;  and  as  that  trwsnre  in  in  my  ttbcMj* 
I  liare  thought  ii  an  amusement,  if  not  a  dtity,  lo  eonsuH  tiie  ongtaals. 
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myself  with  some  events  of  the  twelfth  century  which  repre- 
sent the  state  of  the  popes  and  the  city.  On  Holy  Thurs- 
day, while  Paschal  (a.d.  1099-1118)  officiated  before  the 
altar,  he  wus  interrupted  by  the  clamors  of  the  multitude, 
who  imperiously  demanded  the  confirmatiou  of  a  favorite 
magistrate.  liis  silence  exasperated  their  fury:  his  pious 
refusal  to  mingle  the  alfiiirs  of  earth  and  heaven  was  en- 
countered with  menaces  and  oaths,  that  he  should  be  the 
cause  and  the  witness  of  the  public  ruin.  During  the  festi- 
val of  Easter,  wliile  the  bishop  and  the  clergy,  barefoot  and 
in  procession,  visited  the  tombs  of  the  martyrs,  they  were 
twice  assaulted,  at  the  bridge  of  St.  Angelo  and  before  the 
Capitol,  with  volleys  of  stones  and  darts.  The  houses  of 
his  adherents  were  levelled  with  the  ground:  Paschal  es- 
caped with  difficulty  and  danger:  he  levied  an  army  in  the 
patrimony  of  St.  Peter;  and  his  last  days  were  imbittered 
by  suffering  and  inflicting  the  calamities  of  civil  war.  The 
scenes  that  followed  the  election  of  his  successor  Gelasius 
the  Second  (a.d.  1118,  1119)  were  still  more  scandalous  to 
the  church  and  city.  Cencio  Frangipani,"  a  potent  and  fac- 
tious baron,  burst  into  the  assembly  furious  and  in  arms:  the 
cardinals  were  stripped,  beaten,  and  trampled  under  foot; 
and  he  seized,  without  pity  or  respect,  the  vicar  of  Christ 
by  the  throat.  Gelasius  was  dragged  by  his  hair  along  the 
ground,  buffeted  with  blows,  wounded  with  spurs,  and 
bound  with  an  iron  chain  in  the  house  of  his  brutal  tyrant. 
An  insurrection  of  the  people  delivered  their  bishop:  the 
rival  families  opposed  the  violence  of  the  Frangipani ;  and 
Cencio,  who  sued  for  pardon,  repented  of  the  failure,  rather 
than  of  the  guilt,  of  his  enterprise.    Not  many  days  had 

^*  I  cannot  refr»in  Irom  titumcribing  the  high-colorod  words  at  Pandulphus 
Piaanus  (p.  384):  Hoe  andtam  inimical  pads  atque  turbator  jam  fatua  Oanttai 
Frajapane,  more  draoonia  immauissimi  sibilana,  et  ab  imls  poctoribiis  trahent 
longa  0an>iria»  aodnclus  retro  gladio  sine  more  cuourrit,  vaivaa  ac  fores  cob- 
tregft.  Hoeleaiam  furibundns  introiit.  inda  onafeoda  ramoto  papam  per  ^lam 
accepil,  duitrarit.  pugnis  oaldbusque  percuaait,  et  tanqttam  brutum  animal 
intra  Um«n  eccleain  acriter  calcsariboa  omaDlaTit;  et  latro  taatum  dominiun  per 
enOloa  at  bnobia,  Jeaft  bono  inlariA  domlaBia,  dattiiH  ad  donam,  usqna 
iiftiwiu  ftriM  oalaMfli  al  iaalMii. 
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elapsed  when  the  pope  was  again  assaulted  at  the  altar. 
While  his  friends  and  enemies  were  engaged  in  a  bloody- 
contest  he  escaped  in  his  sacerdotal  garments.  In  this  un- 
worthy flight,  which  excited  the  compassion  of  the  Roman 
matrons,  his  attendants  were  scattered  or  unhorsed;  and,  in 
the  fields  beliiiid  the  church  of  St.  Peter,  his  successor  was 
found  alone  and  half  dead  with  fear  and  fatigue.  Shaking  the 
dust  from  his  feet,  the  apostle  withdrew  from  a  city  in  which 
his  dignity  was  insulted  and  his  person  was  endangered; 
and  the  vanity  of  sacerdotal  ambition  is  revealed  in  the  in- 
voluntary confession,  that  one  emperor  was  more  tolerable 
than  twenty."  These  examples  might  suffice;  but  I  cannot 
forget  the  sufferings  of  two  pontiffs  of  the  same  age,  the 
second  and  third  of  the  name  of  Lucius.  The  former  (a.d. 
'1144,  1146),  as  he  ascended  in  battle-array  to  assault  the 
Capitol,  was  struck  on  the  temple  by  a  stone,  and  expired 
in  a  few  days.  The  latter  (a.d.  1181-1185)  was  severely 
wounded  in  the  persons  of  his  servants.  In  a  civil  commo- 
tion, several  of  his  priests  had  been  made  prisoners;  and 
the  inhuman  Romans,  reserving  one  as  a  guide  for  his 
brethren,  put  out  their  eyes,  crowned  them  with  ludicrous 
mitres,  mounted  them  on  asses  with  their  faces  to  ttie  tail, 
and  extorted  an  oath,  that,  in  this  wretched  condition,  they 
should  offer  themselves  as  a  lesson  to  the  head  of  the 
church.  Hope  or  fear,  lassitude  or  remorse,  the  characters 
of  the  men,  and  the  circumstances  of  the  times,  might  some- 
times obtain  an  interval  of  peace  and  obedience;  and  the 
pope  was  restored  with  joyful  acclamations  to  the  Lateran 
or  Vatican,  from  whence  he  had  been  driven  with  threats 
and  violenoe.  But  the  root  of  miachiel  was  deep  and  per- 
ennial; and  a  momentary  calm  was  preceded  and  followed 
by  anch  tempests  as  had  almost  sank  the  bark  ol  St.  Peter. 
Rome  continnally  presented  the  aspect  of  war  and  discord : 
the  churches  and  palaces  were  fortified  and  assaulted  by  the 
factions  and  families;  and,  after  giving  peace  to  Europe, 

Ego  coram  Deo  et  ecdesii  dioo,  «  unquam  possihila  obm^  BaUam  ubub 
Imptriilifliiis  qmn  tot  donliiM  (Th.  GdM.IL    SS^  . 
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CftliBtra  the  Seeond  (a.d.  111^1124)  alone  had  resolution 
and  power  to  prohibit  the  use  of  private  anxiB  in  the  metrop- 
olis. Among  the  nations  who  revered  the  apostolic  throne 
tbe  tomoltB  of  Rome  provoked  a  general  indignation;  and, 
in  a  letter  to  hia  disciple  Eugenius  the  Third,  St.  Bernard, 
with  the  sharpness  of  his  wit  and  zeal,  has  stigmatized  the 
vices  of  the  rebellioos  people."  "Who  ia  Ignonnt/'  savs 
the  monk  of  Olairvanx,  **of  Ae  vanity  and  arrogance  of  the 
Bomanrf  A  nation  nursed  in  sedition,  emel,  intractable, 
nnd  Bcoming  to  obey,  unless  they  are  too  feoble  to  resist 
When  they  promise  to  aerre,  they  aaptre  to  veign;  if  tiiey 
awear  allegiance,  they  watch  the  opportunity  of  revolt;  yet 
tihey  f«nt  their  diaoonteat  in  loud  olamofs,  if  jour  tbora,  or 
your  counsels,  are  lArat  against  them.  Dexterous  in  mis- 
chief, tkey  haya  never  learned  the  Boienoe  of  doing  good. 
Odioaa  to  earth  and  heaven,  impious  to  €K>d,  seditious 
among  ihemselvea,  jealoua  of  their  neighbon,  twhi^mftTi  to 
stvangera,  they  loye  no  one,  by  no  one  are  Aey  bdored; 
and  vMle  "Aey  wish  to  inspire  fear,  'Ihey  live  in  Imbm  and 
oontlMal  apprehension,  lliey  wffl  not  submit;  they  bow 
not  bew  togorem;  faitMeeg  to  Ibeir  aoperion,  intolerable  to 
their  «q[uals,  ungrateful  to  their  bene&etora,  and  alilce  im« 
pudent  in  ^Bbm  dttnanda  and  llieir  xefaeala.  Lofty  in  prom- 
ise, poor  in  ezeeution!  adulation  and  calnmny,  peifidy  and 
treason,  are  the  familiar  arts  xX.  Ibeir  poHoy.**'  Burriy  this 
dark  portrait  la  not  eolored  by  tiie  pencil  of  Ohristtan  char- 
ity;" yet  tiie  features,  bowerar  harsh  and  ugly,  express  a 
liTeiy  MemUanee  of  the  Bomans  of  the  twelfth  century.** 


^*  Quid  tem  Aotom  saculis  quam  protenria  et  oerviooeitu  Ronanonittf 
Gens  inmieta  pad,  tumultui  assueta,  geos  immitiB  et  intractubilis  usquo  adhne^ 
Bubdi  uoscia,  uiai  cum  nun  rale(  rusialere  fde  OooBidijr.  L  iv.  a  2,  p.  441).  Tb» 
saint  takM  IwMlh,  and  ihen  bigfaw  «gMii:  HI,  iDvM  tHttt  et  Mda^  ^Mqw 
iq|60ere  mantis,  etc.  (p.  413). 

As  a  Rooian  citizen,  Petrarch  takes  leave  to  obaerve,  that  Bernard, 
tikmgh  «  mMt,  -WW  a  rmhij  UmI  migbl  be  provoked  by  resenutteDt,  and 
pOMibly  repont  of  hia  hasty  paaaion,  etc.  (Mem.  8ur  la  Vie  de  Petrarq.  i.  330). 

Baronius,  in  hia  index  to  the  xiith  volume  of  his  Annals,  has  found  a  fair 
and  easy  exouat.   Be  miikea  tvo  1iead%  of  Bomani  Caiholici,  and  SchismcUici: 
to  the 'fsnaev  to  i9pM«a  aB.  lkv  sood,  t»  fiw  IMar  aU 
the  iitj. 
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The  Jews  had  rejected  the  Christ  when  he  appeared 
among  them  in  a  plebeian  character;  and  the  Romans  might 
plead  their  ignorance  of  his  vicar  when  he  assumed  the  pomp 
and  pride  of  a  temporal  sovereign.  In  the  busy  age  of  the 
crusades,  some  sparks  of  curiosity  and  reason  were  rekindled 
in  the  Western  world:  the  heresy  of  Bulgaria,  the  Paulician 
sect,  was  successfully  transplanted  into  the  soil  of  Italy  and 
France;  the  Gnostic  visions  were  mingled  with  the  simplic- 
ity of  the  Gospel;  and  the  enemies  of  the  clergy  reconciled 
their  passions  with  their  conscience,  the  desire  of  freedom 
with  the  profession  of  piety."  The  trumpet  of  Roman  lib- 
erty was  first  sounded  by  Arnold  of  Brescia"  (a.d.  1140), 
whose  promotion  in  the  church  was  confined  to  the  lowest 
rank,  and  who  wore  the  monastic  habit  rather  as  a  garb  of 
poverty  than  as  a  uniform  of  obedience.  His  adversaries 
could  not  deny  the  wit  and  eloquence  which  they  severely 
felt:  they  confess  with  reluctance  the  specious  purity  of  his 
morals;  and  his  errors  were  recommended  to  the  public  by 
a  mixture  of  important  and  beneficial  truths.  In  hia  theo- 
logical studies  he  had  been  the  disciple  of  the  famous  and 
unfortunate  Abelard,"*  who  was  likewise  involved  in  the 
suspicion  of  heresy;  but  the  lover  of  Eloisa  was  of  a  soft 
and  flexible  nature,  and  his  ecclesiMtio  judges  were  edified 
and  disarmed  by  the  humility  of  his  repentanoe.  From  this 
master,  Arnold  most  probably  imbibed  some  metaphysical 
definitioiis  of  the  Trinity  repugnant  to  the  taste  of  the 


The  heresiea  of  iho  xiith  century  may  be  found  in  Moeheim  (Inatit.  Hist, 
loda^.  p.  419-427),  who  enteitaiiiB  a  favorable  opinion  of  Arnold  of  firescia. 
I  have  already  described  the  sect  of  the  Paulicians,  and  followed  tbeir  migralkm 
from  Armenia  to  Thrace  and  6ul§raria,  Italy  and  France. 

*°  The  original  pictures  of  Araold  of  Breecia  are  drawn  by  Otho,  bishop  ol 
Frisingen  (Chron.  1.  vii.  c.  31,  do  O^stia  Fred.  I.  1.  i.  c.  27,  1.  ii.  c.  21),  and  in 
the  iiid  book  of  the  Ligurinus,  a  poem  of  Ountber,  who  flourished  a.d.  1200, 
Id  the  monastery  of  Paile  aeer  Biell  (Vkbrio.  Biblio.  Latin.  Med.  et  Infim. 
MtAt.  iii.  174).  The  long  passage  that  relates  to  Anold  ie  pradneed  bj  Quil- 
limau  (de  Rebus  Helvet  1.  iii.  c.  6,  p.  108). 

**  The  wicked  wit  of  Bayle  was  amuied  to  eompoelng,  with  oradh  lerity  and 
learning,  the  articles  of  AsiLARD,  Foulques,  Hkloisk,  in  his  Diet.  Critique. 
The  dispute  of  Abelard  and  St.  fiernard,  of  scholastic  and  poeitiye  diviiuty.  ie 
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times:  his  ideas  of  baptism  and  the  eucharist  afe  loosely 
censured;  but  a  political  heresy  was  the  source  of  his  fame 
and  misfortunes.  He  presumed  to  quote  the  declaration  of 
Christ  that  his  kingdom  is  not  of  this  world:  he  boldly  main- 
tained that  the  sword  and  the  sceptre  were  intrusted  to  the 
civil  magistrate;  that  temporal  honors  and  possessions  were 
lawfuly  vested  in  secular  persons;  that  the  abbots,  the  bish- 
ops, and  the  pope  himself,  must  renounce  either  their  state 
or  their  salvation;  and  that  after  the  loss  of  their  revenues, 
the  voluntary  tithes  and  oblations  of  the  faithful  would  suf- 
fice, not  indeed  for  luxury  and  avarice,  but  for  a  frugal  life 
in  the  exercise  of  spiritual  labors.  During  a  short  time,  the 
preacher  was  revered  as  a  patriot;  and  the  discontent,  or  re- 
volt, of  Brescia  against  her  bishop  was  the  firstfruits  of  his 
dangerous  lessons.  But  tlie  favor  of  the  people  is  less  per- 
manent than  the  resentment  of  the  priest;  and  after  the 
heresy  of  Arnold  had  been  condemned  by  Innoc-ent  (a.d. 
1180-114S)  the  Second,"  in  the  general  council  of  the  Later- 
an,  the  magistrates  themselves  were  urged  by  prejudice  and 
fear  to  execute  the  sentence  of  the  church.  Italy  could  no 
longer  afford  a  refuge;  and  the  disciple  of  Abelard  escaped 
beyond  the  Alps,  till  he  found  a  safe  and  hospitable  shelter 
in  Zurich,  now  the  first  of  the  Swiss  cantons.  From  a  Ro- 
man station,"  a  rojral  villa,  a  chapter  of  noble  virgins,  Zu- 
rich had  graduallj  inereased  to  a  froe  and  fiounahing  city; 
where  the  appeals  of  the  Milanese  weie  sovnetiBiee  tried  by 
the  Imperial  eommissariee.'*  In  an  age  less  ripe  for  refor- 


 Damaatuft  ab  illo 

Pmsule,  qui  numeros  vetitiim  coulin(^re  nofttVM 

Noraen  ab  innocuti  ducit  laudubil<'  vi(1. 

We  may  spplaud  the  dexterity  aiid  correotness  of  ligurniuB,  wko  tnrna  ib»  tto- 
poetical  name  of  Innocont  II.  into  a  oompliinent. 

"  A  Roman  inacripiton  of  Static  Turiceiisifl  hm  boen  found  at  Zurich 
(d'Anvillo,  Notice  de  rAncien.  Gaule,  p.  642):  but  it  ie  without  auffictoat 
warrant,  timt  the  city  and  canton  have  iwurpod,  and  even  monopoliaed,  tbt 
niiuiee  of  Tigurum  Hn<l  ragiis  TiipiriQUS. 

*•  Guilliinan  (d<^  ReUuH  Helvct.  1.  iii.  c.  5,  p.  106)  recapitulates  tlie  donaUoa 
(a.d.  833)  of  Uie  emperor  Lewis  the  Pious  to  bin  daughter  the  abhew  HiUi' 
girdft.   Caitim  aottan  Tmngam  In  dscMt^ Alaamte  in  yago  PuiiiHBiin4 


Digitized  by  Google 


OF  THE  BOMAH  EMPUUB 


mation,  the  precursor  of  Zuinglius  was  heard  with  applause: 
a  brave  and  simple  people  imbibed  and  long  retained  the 
color  of  his  opinions;  and  his  art,  or  merit,  seduced  the 
bishop  of  Constance,  and  even  the  pope's  legate,  who  for- 
got, for  his  sake,  the  interest  of  their  master  and  their  order 
Their  tardy  zeal  waa  quickened  by  the  fierce  exhortations  of 
St.  Bernard;**  and  the  enemy  of  the  church  was  driven  by 
persecution  to  the  desperate  measure  of  erecting  his  stand- 
ard in  Rome  itself,  in  the  face  of  the  successor  of  St.  Peter. 

Yet  the  courage  of  Arnold  was  not  devoid  of  discretion; 
he  was  protected,  and  had  perhaps  been  invited,  by  the 
nobles  and  people;  and,  in  the  service  of  freedom,  his  elo- 
quence thundered  over  the  seven  hills.  Blending  in  the 
same  discourse  the  texts  of  Livy  and  St.  Paul,  uniting 
the  motives  of  Gospel  and  of  classic  enthusiasm,  he  ad- 
monished the  Romans,  how  strangely  their  patience  and 
the  vices  of  the  clergy  had  degenerated  from  the  primitive 
times  of  the  church  and  the  city.  He  exhorted  them  to  as- 
sert the  inalienable  rights  of  men  and  Christians;  to  restore 
the  laws  and  magistrates  of  the  republic;  to  respect  the  na7ne 
of  the  emperor;  but  to  confine  their  shepherd  to  the  spiritual 
government  of  his  flock."  Nor  could  his  spiritual  govern- 
ment escape  the  censure  and  control  of  the  reformer;  and 
the  inferior  clergy  were  taught  by  his  lessons  to  resist  the 
cardinals,   who    liad    usurped    a    despotic    coinmaiid  over 

wfth  rniaKon,  woods,  meadowa,  waters,  slaves,  dnirehM,  eto.»  a  Holds  gift 
Charloa  the  Bald  gave  the  jus  raoiMlM^  tiM  dUf  WIS  mllsd  OBOTT  Olho  L  tad 

the  Una  of  the  bishop  of  Frisiugen. 

Nobile  Turegum  multarum  copUl  renim. 

Is  repeated  with  pleasure  bf  fbe  ntlquarlefl  ci  Zurich. 

*  Bernard,  E^stol.  cxcr.  cxcvi.  i.  187-190.  Amid  his  Invectives  he  drops 
aprecioas  acknowledgment,  qui,  utinam  quam  ssme  esset  doctainm  quam  db- 
trietm  est  vim.  He  owns  that  Arnold  would  be  a  valuaUe  aoqnisitioo  lor  tbo 
dinrch. 

^  Et  idrited  the  Romans. 

ConsiUis  armiaque  sua  moderamlna  summa 
Aititilo  Inelara  tiio:  nil  Juris  In  bte  r» 

Pontifld  summo,  modicum  conoedere  regl 
SoadelMtt  populo.    Sic  Issi  stultus  utrAqii* 

Vor  it  thi  poflij  of  Onte  dUEeiBBt  fkwi  IIm  ptoM  ol  Olifik 
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the  twenty-eight  regions  or  pariBbes  of  Rome.**  The  revo- 
lution was  not  accomplished  without  rapine  and  violence, 
the  effusion  of  blood  and  the  demolition  of  houses:  the  vic- 
torious faction  was  enriched  with  the  spoils  of  the  clergj 
and  the  adverse  nobles.  Arnold  of  Brescia  enjoyed,  or  de- 
plored, the  effects  of  his  mission:  his  reign  continued  above 
ten  years  (a.d.  1144-1154),  while  the  two  popes,  Innocent 
the  Second  and  Anastasius  the  Fourth,  either  trembled  in 
the  Vatican  or  wandered  as  exiles  in  the  adjacent  cities. 
They  were  succeeded  by  a  more  vigorous  and  fortunate 
pontiff,  Adrian  the  Fourth,**  the  only  Englishman  who  has 
ascended  the  throne  of  St.  Peter;  and  whose  merit  emerged 
from  the  mean  condition  of  a  monk,  and  almost  a  beggar,  in 
the  monastery  of  St.  Alband.  On  the  first  provocation,  ol 
a  cardinal  killed  or  wooaded  in  the  streets,  be  cast  an  inters 
diet  OB  the  guilty  people;  and  from  Christmas  to  Easter, 
Bome  yna  deprived  of  the  real  or  imaginary  comforts  of  re- 
ligions worship.  The  Bomans  had  despised  their  temporal 
prince;  they  submitted  with  grief  and  terror  to  the  censimi 
9i  their  spiritoal  father;  their  guilt  was  ^a^iaiod  bj  pen* 
SAM,  and  the  banishment  of  the  seditioaB  preaeher  mm  Hm 
prioe  ol  their  absolution*  But  the  levepge  oi  Adrian  waa 
yet  nniatiflfied,  and  the  approaching  ooffOBation  of  Frederic 
Barbaroeea  waa  iatai  to  the  bold  reformer,  who  had  offended, 
though  not  in  an  equd  degree,  the  heads  of  the  ohmh  and 
state.  In  their  interview  at  Yitorbo,  the  pope  represented 
to  the  emperor  the  furious  ungovernable  spirit  of  the  Bo* 
mans;  the  insidtB,  the  injuries,  the  iears,  to  which  his  person 
and  his  clergy  were  continually  exposed ;  and  the  pemioioua 
tendency  of  the  heresy  o£  Arnold,  which  must  subvert  the 
principles  of  ciTil,  as  well  as  eoolesiastieal,  sabordination. 
Frederic  was  convinced  bj  these  arguments  or  tempted  by 
the  desire  of  the  Imperial  orown;  in  the  balance  of  ambition 

Baron.  1148,  Nos.  38.  39)  from  the  Yaticaa  KSS.  He  loudlf  ooa- 
dcmna  AraoM  (A.D.  1141,  No.  3)  as  tiie  tMm  of  Om  ik^UobI  borotioi,  whoM 
influenco  thon  hurt  hfm  in  Pmncc 

**  The  Eogliah  reader  may  ooiuiilt  ihe  Biog.  Britau.  Apbiak  IV.,  but  out 
own  wiiianlMf«flSitSaMUif  i»iif»ftM»«rMrili«f  their  awurttym. 


Digitized  by  Googl 


or  TM8  ROMAN  MMFtMIM 


Ml 


the  innocenoe  or  life  of  an  individoal  is  of  small  account; 
and  tiieir  common  enemy  was  sacrificed  to  a  moment  of  po- 
litical concord.  After  his  retreat  from  Rome,  Arnold  had 
been  protected  by  the  viscounts  of  Campania,  from  whom  he 
"waa  extorted  by  the  power  of  Ctesar:  the  prefect  of  the  city 
pronounced  his  sentence;  the  martyr  of  freedom  was  (a.d. 
1155)  burned  alive  in  the  presence  of  a  careless  and  ungrate- 
ful people;  and  his  ashes  were  cast  into  the  Tiber,  lest  the 
heretics  should  collect  and  worship  the  relics  of  their  mas* 
ter.*'  The  clergy  triumphed  in  his  death:  with  bis  ashes  his 
Beet  was  dispersed ;  his  memory  still  lived  in  the  minds  of 
tiM  fiomans.  From  his  school  they  had  probably  derived 
ft  new  artiflle  of  faith,  that  the  metn^olis  of  the  Catholio 
^urch  IB  exempt  from  the  penaltieB  of  exoommudealloii 
Mid  interdict  Their  bishops  nngiiiaigae  that  the  Buprana 
jsnsdiotiony  which  they  exercised  over  Idnge  and  nattonsi 
mors  facially  embraced  the  city  and  dioeese  of  (he  prince 
ol  the  apostlea.  But  they  preached  to  the  winds,  and  Ihe 
8MBe  principle  that  weakened  the  e£Eeot»  mQBl  tein|Mr  "ttie 
abuse,  of  the  thunders  of  the  Vatican. 

The  love  of  ancient  freedom  has  encouraged  a  belief,  that 
as  early  as  the  tenth  eentoiyi  in  their  flrai  struggles  againsi 
the  Saxon  Othos,  the  commonwealth  was  vindicated  and  re- 
•tofed  (▲.D.  1144)  by  Ae  mate  and  people  of  Borne;  that 
two  ooneols  were  annually  elected  among  the  nobles,  and 
Aat  ten  or  twelve  plebeian  magistrates  revived  the  name 
and  office  of  the  tribunes  of  the  commons."*  fiut  this  ven- 
erable struetiire  disappears  before  the  light  of  criticism.  In 
the  darkness  ol  the  middle  ages,  the  i^ipeUationa  of  Bsna* 
tore,  of  oonanle,  of  the  eons  of  eonsab,  may  sometimee  be 


Besides  the  higtoriftn  and  poet  already  quotecl,  ihc  1h-(  idventurea  <rf 
AnftlU  are  related  by  the  biographer  of  Adrian  IV.  (Murat.  Scrip.  Ber.  Ital.  iiL 
p.  I  441). 

•*  Ducanjre  (Gloss.  Ivi'in  Med.  et  Tnfim.  ^tat.  Dboarchoves,  i.  n.  TMJ 
fjbtes  quotation  from  Blondus  (decad  H.  1.  iK):  Duo  oonsulea  es  BBWlTmB 
<|MtaMdt  firaaat,  qui  ttd  wluoUiiii  oonsulim  6X0iivplar  simmbm  wnm  ptnssMiit^ 
And  in  Sigonius  (de  Reg.  Ital.  I.  vi.  opp.  ii.  400)  I  read  of  the  conaulfl  and  trib- 
anas  of  the  xth  cenlwrv.  Bmh  Blondne,  and  even  Siponhw,  too  freely  copied 
liae  olMBic  meihod  of  ai^iplyixig  irom  reaaoM  ot  laaoy  4ho  defloMNf  oC  iwovda. 
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diMX>Ter6d.*'  Thoj  were  bestowed  bj  tbe  emperora,  or  as- 
sumed  by  the  moBt  powecful  oitiaens,  to  denote  tiieir  rank, 
iheir  boBoie,**  end  perbape  the  claim  of  a  pore  and  patrician 
descent:  but  they  float  on  the  aniiaoe,  without  a  aeries  or  a 
substance,  the  titles  of  men,  not  the  orders  of  goyemment;** 
and  it  is  only  from  the  year  of  Ohrist  one  thousand  one  hun- 
dred and  fortj-foi^r  that  the  establishment  of  the  senate  is 
dated,  as  a  glorious  era,  in  the  acts  of  the  dfy.  A  new  con- 
stitution was  hastily  framed  by  private  ambition  o/t  popular 
enthusiasm;  nor  could  Borne,  in  the  twelfth  century,  pro- 
duce  an  antiquary  to  explain,  or  a  legislator  to  restore,  the 
harmony  and  proportions  of  the  ancient  model.  The  assem- 
bly of  a  free,  of  an  armed,  people  will  ever  speak  in  loud 
and  weighty  aodamations.  But  the  regular  distribution  of 
the  thir^-flye  tribes,  the  nice  balance  of  the  wealth  and 
numbers  of  the  centuriea,  the  debates  <d  the  adverse  ora- 
tors, and  the  slow  operation  of  votes  and  ballots,  could  not 
easily  be  adapted  by  a  bUnd  multitude,  ignorant  of  the 
arts,  and  insensible  of  the  benefits,  of  legal  government. 
It  was  proposed  by  Arnold  to  revive  and  disorimiiiate  the 
equestrian  order;  but  what  could  be  the  motive  or  meas- 
ure of  such  distinction?**   The  pecuniary  qualification  of 


■  la  tlM  pUMgTrte  «f  Berangarfus  (ICamt  Beffp.  te.  Itel.  IL  p.  I  408),  a 

Roman  is  mentioned  as  consulia  natua  in  the  beginning  of  the  xth  century. 
Murat.  (dias.  v.)  diacovera  in  the  years  962  and  866,  Gratianus  in  Dei  nomine 
MDml  et  daz.  Qaoigiaa  cQoanl  et  auc;  and  in  lOlft,  Soaoaana,  bnllMr  oC  Oi«g- 
017  Till,  proudlj,  DDt  vagafllj,  ilyka  UnseU  conanl  ei  dux  «l  onmlam  Bonni- 
onun  senator. 

*  As  late  as  the  xtb  esDttiry,  the  QmA  emperors  eonfsmd  on  the  dukes 

of  Venice,  Naples,  Amalfi,  eta,  ue  title  of  viTor<K,  or  conaula  (Chron.  Saporn. 
paaeim) ;  and  the  sucoeeaors  of  Qhariemagne  would  not  abdicate  any  of  their 
prerogative.  But  in  geoeral  the  names  m  oom$ui  aad  tmator,  wfafdi  maj  be 
found  among  the  French  and  Germans,  signify  no  more  than  count  and  lord 
{Signewr^  Ducange^  GUms.).  The  monkiwh  writers  are  often  ambitiouB  of  fine 
claasic  words. 

■*  The  most  oonstitutionsl  form  is  a  diploma  of  Otho  III.  (a.d.  998),  Ck>n- 
sulibus  senatuR  populique  Roman! ;  but  the  act  is  probably  spurious.  At  the 
OoronatioD  of  Henry  I.,  a.d.  1014,  the  historian  Dithmar  (Murat.  diaa.  xxiil) 
deecribes  him,  a  aenatoribus  duodedm  vallatum,  quorum  sex  rasi  barbd,  aUi 
prolixA,  myatice  incedebant  com  bamdia.  The  aenafes  is  mentioiied  in  the  peaa- 
gyric  of  Berengarius  (p.  406). 

In  ancient  Rome,  the  equestrian  order  waa  not  ranked  with  the  senate  and 
peopto  af  a  thiid  btandt  of  the  iifwbyo  till  «hiB  oooMlihip  of  OiQ^ 
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the  knightB  must  have  been  rwJticed  to  the  poverty  of  the 
times:  those  times  no  longer  required  their  civil  functions 
of  judges  and  farmers  of  the  revenue;  and  their  primitive 
duty,  their  military  ser\nce  on  horseback,  was  more  nobly 
sopplied  by  feudal  tenures  and  the  spirit  of  chivalry.  The 
jurisprudence  of  the  republic  was  useless  and  unknown :  the 
nations  and  families  of  Italy,  who  lived  under  the  Roman 
and  Barbaric  laws,  were  insensiV)ly  mingled  in  a  common 
mass;  and  some  faint  tradition,  some  imperfect  fragments, 
preserved  the  memory  of  the  Code  and  Pandects  of  Justin- 
ian. With  their  liberty,  the  Romans  might  doubtless  have 
restored  the  appellation  and  office  of  consuls,  had  they  not 
disdained  a  title  so  promiscuously  adopted  in  the  Italian 
cities  that  it  has  finally  settled  on  the  humble  station  of 
the  agents  of  commerce  in  a  foreign  land.  But  the  rights 
of  the  tribunes,  the  formidable  word  that  arrested  the  public 
counsels,  suppose  or  must  produce  a  legitimate  democracy. 
The  old  patricians  were  the  subjects,  the  modern  barons  the 
tyrants,  of  the  state:  nor  would  the  enemies  of  peace  and 
order,  who  insulted  the  vicar  of  Christ,  have  long  vespeeted 
the  unarmed  sanctit}^  of  a  plebeian  magistrate." 

In  the  revolution  of  the  twelfth  century,  which  gave  a 
new  existence  and  era  to  Rome,  we  mav  observe  the  real 
and  important  events  that  nmrkiNl  or  contirmed  her  political 
independence.  I.  The  Capitoline  hill,  one  of  her  seven 
emineiicee/'  is  about  400  yards  in  length  and  200  in 
\V.o  rn<  rit  of  tho  estaUkhiiMnk  (FUn.  Hisk  Katiir.  zzxiU.  8.  BeMiforl^  Bepobk 

*  Tilt  republican  plan  of  Arnold  of  Bneda  to  thtM  statod  Iqr  ChiBttar: 

Quin  otiam  titulos  urbis  renovaro  vetuatoa; 

Hooiiiie  plebeiot  eomiero  nonwa  eqnv^tao^ 

Jura  trfbanonim,  aanetnm  reporare  wmatnin, 

Et  Bonio  fessas  inutu!<qiio  roponcro  Icgvs. 

liBpBa  luiaoaii,  et  adtiw}  peadoniift  umiu 

Beddero  prinuavo  Oapitoua  priao»  ■itort 
Bui  of  thoM  rafonnaUoiia,  Mme  wars  no  more  tben  Ideee,  otes  no  mam  tfnn 
woEda. 

**  After  raanj  dtepntei  amonf  the  antlqimriea  of  Rome,  H  eeema  determined 

that  the  summit  of  the  Caiiitoline  hill  next  the  river  i«  strictlj  the  Mens  Tarpoiu^, 
the  An ;  Md  th*t,  on  the  oclier  aummit,  the  churdt  aod  oovTentof  Araceli,  the 
barefoot  friars  of  8k  ViwoiOm  oecopy  tbe  lampie  of  Jofiler  (Kardloi,  Bomft 
ABtloa»  L  T.  e.  11-1^ 
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bieadth.  A  flight  of  100  steps  led  to  the  summit  of  the 
Tarpeian  rock;  and  far  steeper  waa  the  ascent  before  the  de- 
clivities had  been  smoothed  and  the  precipices  filled  by  the 
ruins  of  fallen  edifices.  From  the  earliest  ages,  the  Capitol 
had  been  used  as  a  temple  in  peace,  a  fortress  in  war:  after 
the  loss  of  the  city,  it  maintained  a  siege  against  the  vic- 
torious Gauls;  and  the  sanctuary  of  empire  was  occupied, 
assaulted  and  burned  in  the  civil  wars  of  Vitellius  and  Ves- 
pasian.— Tacit.  Hist.  iii.  69,  70.  The  temples  of  Jupiter 
and  his  kindred  deities  had  crumbled  into  dust;  their  place 
was  supplied  by  monasteries  and  houses;  and  the  solid 
walls,  the  long  and  shelving  porticoes,  were  decayed  or 
ruined  by  the  lapse  of  time.  It  was  the  first  act  of  the  Ro- 
mans, an  act  of  freedom,  to  restore  the  strength,  though  not 
the  beauty,  of  the  Capitol;  to  fortify  the  seat  of  their  arms 
and  counsels:  and  as  often  as  they  ascended  the  hill,  the 
coldest  minds  must  have  glowed  with  the  remembrance  of 
their  ancestors.  II.  The  first  Ceesars  had  been  invested 
with  the  exclusive  coinage  of  the  gold  and  silver;  to  the 
senate  they  abandoned  the  baser  metal  of  bronze  or  cop- 
per:" the  emblems  and  legends  were  inscri'bed  on  a  more 
ample  field  by  the  genius  of  flattery ;  and  the  prince  was  re- 
lieved from  the  care  of  celebrating  his  own  virtues.  The 
successors  of  Diocletian  despised  even  the  flattery  of  the 
senate:  their  royal  officers  at  Rome,  and  in  the  provinces, 
assumed  the  sole  direction  of  the  mint;  and  the  same  pre- 
rogative waa  inherited  by  the  Gothic  kings  of  Italy,  and  the 
long  series  of  the  Greek,  the  French,  and  the  German  dynas- 
ties. After  an  abdication  of  eight  hundred  years,  the  Ro- 
man senate  asserted  this  honorable  and  lucrative  privilege; 
which  was  tacitly  renounced  by  the  popes,  from  Paschal 
the  Second  to  the  establishment  of  their  residence  beyond 
the  Alps.   Some  of  these  republican  coins  oi  the  twelfth 


**  This  partition  of  the  noble  and  baser  metals  between  the  emperor  and 
MDate  most  however  be  adopted,  not  as  a  positive  ^t,  but  as  the  probable 
opinion  of  the  best  antiquaries  ^3denoe  des  MedaiUes  of  Joabert,  iL  SOS,  in  \Jb» 
UHgnnA  and  aoaree  ediUon  «l  iba  teos  d»  la  BMtte). 
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and  thirteenth  centnrieB  are  ebown  in  the  cabinets  of  the 
curious.  On  one  of  these,  a  gold  medal,  Christ  is  depict- 
ured holding  in  his  left  hand  a  book  with  this  inscription: 
*'The  vow  of  the  Roman  senate  and  people:  Rome  thk 
CAPITAL  OF  TUE  WORLD";  on  the  reverse,  St.  Peter  deliver- 
ing a  banner  to  a  kneeling  senator  in  his  cap  and  gown,  with 
the  name  and  arms  of  bis  family  impressed  on  a  shield. 
III.  With  the  empire,  the  prefect  of  the  city  had  declined 
to  a  municipal  ofHcer;  yet  be  still  exercised  iu  the  last  ap- 
peal the  civil  and  cnniinal  jurisdiction;  and  a  drawn  sword, 
which  he  received  from  the  successors  of  Otho,  was  the  mode 
of  his  investiture  and  the  emblem  of  his  functions. The' 
dignity  was  confined  to  the  noble  families  of  Bome:  the 
choice  of  liie  people  was  ratified  by  the  pope;  but  a  triple 
oath  of  fidelity  must  have  often  embarrassed  the  prefect  in 
tlie  coi^ict  of  adverse  duties.**  A  servant,  in  whom  they 
possessed  but -a  titird  share,  was  dismissed  by  the  independ- 
ent Romans:  in  his  |riace  they  elected  a  patrioiaa;  bntthis 
title,  wfaioh  Charlemagne  had  not  disdained,  was  too  loitj 
for  a  citissen  or  a  subject;  and,  after  the  first  fervor  of  re* 
beUion,  they  consented  without  reluetanoe  to  the  restofa- 
tion  of  the  prefect.  About  fifty  years  alter  this  evea:t| 
Innocent  the  Third  (a.d.  1198-1216),  the  most  ambitloiis, 
er  at  least  the  most  fortunate,  of  the  pontiffs,  delivered  the 
Bomaoa  and  himself  from  this  badge  of  foreign  dominion: 

*  In  his  xxrHth  dissert,  on  the  Antiqiiiti»^8  of  Italy  (ii.  659-569),  MuraUirl 
exhibits  a  series  uf  ilio  sonatorian  coinfl,  which  bore  the  obscure  namnof  A^br» 
tiati.  Infortiati,  Proi  isini,  Paparini.  During  this  period  all  flic  ]K)pos,  without 
excepting  Bonifuco  VUI. ,  abstained  from  the  right  of  cornrng,  which  was  reeutned 
\ff      sueceuor,  Benedict  XL ,  end  ragnUiriy  exefched  in  tiie  court  of  Avfgnon. 

A  German  historian,  Gerard  of  Reichcrapeg  (Bahir.  Miscoll.  v.  61,  npr.'] 
Schmidt,  Hist,  des  AllomandB,  iii.  265),  thus  deM^Me  the  constitution  of  Rome 
ia  the  zith  centaiy;  Gnmdioni  nrWs  «ft  orMa  negotia  apeetaait  ad  BcmaDum 
pontiflcem  Itmnque  ad  Romanum  imporatorcm ;  sive  illins  Vicarium  urbis  praj- 


hominum,  «t  domiridm  tea  pewter  urn  a  qno  aedfrtt  mm  potoelaaa 

BcfRcct  pladium  exertura. 

^  The  words  of  a  oontemporary  writer  (Pandulnh.  Pisan.  in  ViU  Paschal. 
II*  96T)  deaoflbe  tlie  lAeolioii  and  oalAt  of  the  ivrefect  in  1118,  InccMHuItis  patilbiiB 

,  .  .  loca  i»rn^frrforia  .  .  .  Lnudo'?  pnufoctorirc  .  .  .  comitinnim  api'lfni«mn 
.  .  .  Joraturum  populo  in  ambonem  gublevant  .  .  .  oonHnnari  eum  in  urbt 


pnofeoioni  pstust. 
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he  invested  the  prefect  with  a  banner  instead  of  a  sword, 
and  absolved  him  from  all  dependence  of  oaths  or  service 
to  the  German  emperors.*'  In  his  place  an  ecclesiastic,  a 
present  or  future  cardinal,  was  named  by  the  pope  to  the 
civil  government  of  Rome;  but  his  jurisdiction  has  been  re- 
duced to  a  narrow  compass;  and,  in  the  days  of  freedom, 
the  right  or  exercise  was  derived  from  the  senate  and 
people.  IV.  After  the  revival  of  the  senate,*'  the  con- 
script fathers  (if  I  may  use  the  expression)  were  invested 
with  the  legislative  and  executive  power;  but  their  views 
seldom  reached  beyond  the  present  day ;  and  that  day  was 
*mo8t  frequently  disturbed  by  violence  and  tumult.  In  its 
utmost  plenitude,  the  order  or  assembly  consisted  of  fifty- 
six  senators,**  the  most  eminent  of  whom  were  distinguished 
by  the  title  of  counsellors;  they  were  nominated,  perhaps 
annually,  by  the  people;  and  a  previous  choice  of  their 
electors,  ten  persons  in  each  region  or  parish,  might  afford 
a  basis  for  a  free  and  permanent  constitution.  The  popes, 
who  in  this  tempest  submitted  rather  to  bend  than  to  break, 
confirmed  by  treaty  the  establishment  and  privileges  of  the 
senate,  and  expected  from  time,  peace,  and  religion  the  res- 
toration of  their  government.  The  motives  of  public  and 
private  interest  might  sometimes  draw  from  the  Romans  an 
occasional  and  temporary  sacrifice  of  their  claims;  and  they 
renewed  their  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  successor  of  St.  Peter 
and  Constautine,  the  lawful  head  of  the  church  and  the  re- 
public.** 

^  Uriris  prnfMiofD  ad  liglam  lldelltitam  reoepit*  eft  p&t  maBtum  quod  Illi 

donavit  do  pracfocturd  euro  publice  investivit,  qui  usque  ad  id  tempua  Juramento 
fideli talis  imperatori  luit  obligatuB  et  ab  eo  prseiectum  tenuit  bonorem  (QeaU 
luiooent  III.  In  ICurml.  ill  p.  i.  48T). 

**  Otlio  Prising:.  Chron.  vii.  31.  do  Gost.  Fred.  I.  1.  i.  c.  27. 

**  Our  couDtiyinan,  Roger  Hoveden,  apeaks  of  the  single  senators,  of  the 
Capitzzi  family,  etc. ,  quonun  temporibn  aniMius  regeibatur  Rooia  qiiain  nune  (a.d. 
l\9A)  ost  temporibufl  Ivi  senatorum  fDucango,  Gloss,  vi.  191,  Sekatobes). 

Murat.  (diss.  xlii.  iii.  lias  published  an  orignnal  treatv:  Concordia 

Inter  1).  nottnun  papam  OleiiMntam  HI.  et  ■anatorea  popuii  Bomani  super  regal* 
ibufl  ot  aliis  dignit&tibus  urbis,  etc..  aruiu  44*  senatiis.  The  lonatB  ipeakH,  and 
apeaks  with  authontjr:  Beddimus  ad  priMens  .  .  .  habeMffliiB  .  .  .  dabitis 
preabyieria  .  .  .  jufuimua  paeeoi  at  lldeUtatam*  etc.  AchartuladaTealaaaBa 
Tuaeulaai,  dalad  In  Um  41th  jaar  ol  tha  aame  an,  and  oonflrmad  dacnio  amplta- 
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The  anion  and  vigor  of  a  public  council  was  dissolved 
in  a  lawless  city;  and  the  Romans  soon  adopted  a  more 
strong  and  simple  mode  of  administration.  They  condensed 
the  name  and  authority  of  the  senate  in  a  single  magistrate 
or  two  colleagues;  and,  as  they  were  changed  at  the  end  of 
a  year,  or  of  six  months,  the  greatness  of  the  trust  was  com- 
pensated by  the  shortness  of  the  term.  But  in  this  transient 
reign,  the  senators  of  Rome  indulged  their  avarice  and  am- 
bition: their  justice  was  perverted  by  the  interest  of  their 
family  and  faction;  and,  as  they  punished  only  their  en- 
emies, they  were  obeyed  only  by  their  adherents.  An- 
archy, no  longer  tempered  by  the  pastoral  care  of  their 
bishop,  admonished  the  Romans  that  they  were  incapable 
of  governing  themselves;  and  they  sought  abroad  those 
blessings  which  they  were  hopeless  of  finding  at  home.  In 
the  same  age,  and  from  the  same  motives,  most  of  the  Ital- 
ian republics  were  prompted  to  embrace  a  measure,  which, 
however  strange  it  may  seem,  was  adapted  to  their  situation, 
and  productive  of  the  most  salutary  effects.*'  They  chose, 
in  some  foreign  but  friendly  city,  an  impartial  magistrate 
of  noble  birth  and  unblemished  character,  a  soldier  and 
a  statesman,  recommended  by  the  voice  of  fame  and  his 
country,  to  whom  they  delegated  for  a  time  the  supreme 
administration  of  peace  and  war.  The  compact  between 
the  governor  and  the  governed  was  sealed  with  oaths  and 
snbscriptions;  and  the  duration  of  his  power,  the  measure 
of  his  stipend,  the  nature  ol  their  mutoal  obligations,  were 
de^ed  with  scrupulous  precision.  Thej  swore  to  obey 
him  as  their  Iftwfid  aapaaor:  he  pledged  his  faith  to  unite 
the  indifference  of  a  stranger  with  the  zeal  of  a  patriot.  At 
bis  choice,  four  at  six  knights  and  civilians,  his  assessois  in 


siini  ordlnis  senad^a,  acclAmatione  P.  R.  publico  Gapitolio  consistentls.  It  ia 
there  we  And  the  difference  of  senatorea  conailiarii  and  simple  senators  (Murat. 
d\m.  xlU.  UL  787-789). 

Mural,  (diaa.  xlr.  iv.  64-92)  haa  fully  explained  this  mode  of  government; 
and  the  Occulut  FatloraUSf  which  he  haa  given  At  the  end,  ia  a  treaUae  or  aermoa 
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arms  and  justice,  attended  tlie  Padeata,*'  who  maintained  at 
his  own  expense  a  decent  retinue  of  servants  and  horses:  lii* 
wife,  his  son,  his  brother,  who  might  bias  the  affections  ol 
the  judge,  were  left  behind;  during  the  exercise  of  his  office 
he  was  not  })eriiiitted  to  purchiuse  hiud,  to  contract  an  alli- 
ance, or  even  to  accept  an  invitation  in  the  house  of  a  citi- 
2;en;  nor  could  he  honorably  depart  till  he  had  sjitisfied  tiM 
complaints  that  might  be  urged  against  his  government. 

It  was  thus,  about  the  middle  of  the  thirteenth  century, 
that  the  Komans  called  from  Bologna  the  senator  Branca- 
leone"  (a.d  1252-1258),  whose  fame  and  merit  have  been 
rescued  from  oblivion  by  the  ])en  of  an  English  historian. 
A  just  anxiety  for  his  reputation,  a  clear  foresight  of  the 
difficulties  of  the  task,  had  engaged  him  to  refuse  the  honor 
of  their  choice:  the  statutes  of  Rome  were  suspended,  and 
liis  office  prolonged  to  the  term  of  three  years.  By  the 
guilty  and  licentious  he  was  accused  as  cruel;  by  the  clergy 
he  was  suspected  as  partial;  but  the  friends  of  peace  and 
order  applauded  the  firm  and  upright  magistrate  by  whom 
thoia  bliMBiDgs  were  restored.  No  criminals  were  bo  power- 
ful as  to  brave,  so  obscure  as  to  elude,  the  jnstice  of  the 
aenator.  By  his  sentence  two  nobles  of  the  Annibaldi  fam- 
ily were  executed  on  a  gibbet;  and  he  inexorably  demol- 
ishfidf  in  the  city  and  neighborhood,  one  hundred  and  forl^ 
towers,  the  strong  shelters  at  npine  and  mischieL  Thie 
Insbop^  ss  a  simple  bishop,  was  compelled  to  nside  in  his 
diocese;  and  the  standard  of  Brancaiaone  was  dispittjed  in 
the  field  with  terror  and  efieet.  His  serrices  were  xepaid  hj 
the  ingiatitade  ol  a  people  wiwartkj  ot  the  happiiisw  wluok 


*  In  the  Latia  writers,  at  leadt  of  the  silver  age,  the  tiCie  «f  Potottas  wm 
tniMterad  fkom  the  oftoe  to  the  mgiitratt: 

Bqjns  qui  trahitar  pnetextam  eumpro  mavin. 
▲a  fMenamm  Qttworwmqm  m»  FotuUu. 

«  Ufe  add  death  of  Brancdmira,  te  th«  IDat  Ifajor  of  Ifati.  Patia.  pp.  741, 

757,  7i>2,  797.  799,  SIO,  823,  833,  836,  The  multilndo  of  ptlprims  and 

niiion  ooaueeled  Jioaw  and  fit.  Alhaan;  and  ube  meoiment  ol  the  RngHrii 
clergy  pfoi^led  Uimn  to  ralidoa  whflMW  ll»  pofM  em  JBHyid^ 
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they  enjoyed.  By  the  public  robbers,  wbom  be  bad  pro- 
voked for  their  sake,  the  Eomans  were  excited  to  depose 
and  imprison  their  benefactor;  nor  would  his  life  have  been 
spared  if  Bologna  had  not  possessed  a  pledge  for  his  safety. 

Before  his  departure,  the  prudent  senator  had  re(|uired  the 
exchange  of  thirty  hostages  of  the  noblest  families  of  Rome: 
on  the  news  of  his  danger,  and  at  the  prayer  of  his  wife, 
they  were  more  strictly  guarded;  and  Bologna,  in  the  cause 
of  honor,  sustained  the  thunders  of  a  papal  interdict.  This 
generous  resistiinee  allowed  the  Romans  to  compare  the  pres- 
ent with  the  past;  and  Brancaleone  was  conducted  from  the 
prison  to  the  Capitol  amid  the  acclamations  of  a  rei)entant 
people.  The  remainder  of  his  government  was  firm  and  fort- 
unate; and,  as  soon  as  envy  was  appeased  by  death,  his 
head,  enclosed  in  a  precious  vase,  was  deposited  on  a  lofty 
column  of  marble.** 

The  impotence  of  reason  and  virtue  recommended  in 
Ikily  a  more  effectual  choice:  instead  of  a  private  citizen,  to 
whom  they  yielded  a  voluntary  and  precarious  obedience, 
the  Romans  elected  for  their  senator  some  prince  of  inde- 
pendent power,  who  could  defend  them  from  their  enemies 
and  themselves.  Charles  of  Anjou  and  Provence,  the  most 
ambitious  and  warlike  monarch  of  the  age,  accepted  (a.d. 
1265-1278)  at  the  same  time  the  kingdom  of  Naples  from 
the  pope,  and  the  office  of  senator  from  the  Roman  people." 
As  he  passed  through  the  city,  in  his  road  to  victory,  he  re- 
ceived their  oath  of  allegiance,  lodged  in  the  Lateran  palace, 
and  smoothed  in, a  short  visit  the  harsh  features  of  his  des- 


*  Ibtttlhew  FlMte  thas  mdi  hto  aooooot:  (hput  vero  ipahii  Bfanealeoiito  In 

vaae  pretioeo  super  marmoream  oolumnam  collocatum.  in  Hignum  aui  valoris 
et  probiUUiB,  quasi  reliquiM,  superetatioae  nimis  ei  pompoae  sustulerunt.  Fuerat 
eoim  ■nptrbomm  potentom  et  malefiustonnn  nrUs  nuJleQi  et  ezaUrpetor,  et 
populi  protector  et  defoDBor,  veritatia  et  justitiio  imitator  ot  ainator  (p.  840). 
A  bioffz«{ther  of  Innooaat  lY.  (Munt.  Scripu  iii.  p.  L  691)  draws  a  leas  favorable 
portrait  of  this  GliiMHiM  Mnator. 

"  The  election  of  Charles  of  Anjou  to  the  office  of  perpetual  senator  of 
Borne  is  mentiooed  bj  the  histociaM  ia  the  vUith  volume  of  the  Collect,  of  Mura> 
tori.  \>jmbii^^Jmmik^tmil,Xt^mat^^Vwii^{».  724),  Sataa MalM* 
il.  e.  »,  p.  M8)^  MidStooidnolDJetpiidCo.  m,  p.  M9). 
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potio  character.  Yet  even  Charles  was  exposed  to  the  in- 
constancy of  the  people,  who  ealnted  with  the  same  accla- 
mations tlie  pasPHge  of  his  rival,  the  unfortunate  Conradin; 
and  a  powerful  avenger,  who  reigned  in  the  Capit^ol,  alarmed 
the  fears  anrl  jealousy  of  the  popes.  The  absolute  term  of 
his  life  was  superseded  by  a  renewal  every  third  year;  and 
the  enmity  of  Nicholas  the  Third  obliged  the  Sicilian  king 
to  abdicate  the  government  of  Rome.  In  his  bull,  a  perpet- 
ual law,  the  imperious  pontiff  assert.s  the  truth,  validity,  and 
■ase,  of  the  donation  of  Constantine,  not  less  essential  to  the 
peace  of  the  city  than  Uy  the  iiidepeiuk nee  of  the  church; 
establishes  the  annual  election  of  the  senator;  and  formally 
disqualilies  all  emperors,  kings,  princes,  and  persons  of  an 
eminent  and  conspicuous  rank.**  Tliis  prt)hibitorv  clause 
was  repealed  in  his  own  behalf  by  Martin  the  Fourth  (a.D. 
1281),  who  humbly  solicited  tli»'  sidlrage  of  the  Romans.  In 
the  presence,  and  by  the  autliority,  of  the  people,  two  elec- 
tors conferred,  not  on  the  pope,  but  on  the  noble  and  faith- 
ful Martin,  tlie  dignity  of  senator,  and  the  supreme  admin- 
istration of  the  republic,*'  to  hold  during  his  natural  life, 
and  to  exen.ise  at  pleasure  by  himself  or  his  deputies. 
About  fifty  yearf^  nfterwanl,  the  same  title  was  (a.D.  1328) 
granted  to  the  emperor  Lewis  of  Bavaria;  and  the  liberty 
of  Rome  was  acknowledged  by  her  two  sovereigns,  who 
accepted  a  munioipal  office  in  Uie  government  of  their  own 
metropolis. 

In  the  first  moments  of  rebelli'Ui.  when  Arnold  of  Bres- 
cia had  inflamed  their  minds  against  the  church,  the  Romans 
artfully  labored  to  conciliate  the  favor  of  the  empire  and  to 
recommend  their  merit  and  services  in  the  cause  of  Caesar, 
The  style  o£  their  ambaasadors  to  Conrad  the  Thisd  (a.p. 


Tk«  Mgti-donnding  bull  of  Nicholas  TIL,  vrhich  foundfl  his  tempontf  ■OUBT^ 
«igal^  6B  file  donation  of  Constantine,  is  bUH  extant ;  and  an  it  has  been  hnertod 
1^  Boniface  VHI.  in  the  Sexte  of  the  Decretals,  it  must  be  received  bj  tht 
Cwtholicf^,  or  fit  leant  by  the  Papista,  as  a  sacred  and  perpetod  law. 

*'  I  am  indehtH  to  Fl<»ur\-  (Hist.  Boclos.  xviti.  30«)  for  an  extrsct  of  this 
Bomau  act.  which  he  hatj  taken  from  the  Aon.  Bcdes.  ol  Odehcua  RaTnaldns, 
A.O.  1281,  N<M.  M.  16. 
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1144)  and  Frederic  the  First,  is  a  mixture  of  flattery  and 
pride,  the  tradition  and  the  ignorance  of  their  own  history." 
After  some  complaint  of  his  silence  and  neglect,  they  ex- 
hort the  former  of  these  princes  to  pass  the  Alps,  and  as- 
sume from  their  hands  the  Imperial  crown.  "We  beseech 
your  majesty,  not  to  disdain  the  humility  of  your  sons  and 
vassals,  not  to  listen  to  the  accusations  of  our  common  ene- 
mies; who  calumniate  the  senate  as  hostile  to  your  throne, 
who  sow  the  seeds  of  discord,  that  they  may  reap  the  harvest 
of  destruction.  The  pope  and  the  ^Sicilian  are  united  in  aa 
impious  league  to  oppose  our  liberty  and  your  coronation. 
With  the  blessing  of  God,  our  zeal  and  courage  has  hitherto 
defeated  their  attempts.  Of  their  poweiful  and  factious  ad- 
herents, more  especially  the  Frangipani,  we  have  taken  by 
assault  the  houses  and  turrets:  some  of  these  are  occupied 
by  our  troops,  and  some  are  levelled  with  the  ground.  The 
Milvian  bridge,  which  thej  had  broken,  is  zestorod  and  for- 
tified for  your  sale  p«MHige;  ftad  your  army  may  enter  the 
city  without  beii^  annojed  from  the  castle  of  Sk  Angelo. 
All  that  we  hkre  done,  and  all  that  we  design,  is  lor  jronr 
honor  and  servioe,  in  the  loyal  hope  that  yon  will  speedil/ 
appear  in  person,  to  vindicate  those  rights  which  have  been 
invaded  by  the  clergy,  to  revive  the  dignity  of  the  empirsi 
and  to  snrpsis  the  fame  and  glory  of  yonr  predecessors. 
May  yon  fix  yonr  residence  in  Rome,  the  capital  of  the 
world;  give  laws  to  Italy  and  the  Teutonic  kingdom;  and 
inutate  the  example  of  Constantine  and  Justinian,**  who  by 
the  vigor  of  the  senate  and  people  obtained  the  seeptre  of 
the  earth."**    But  these  splendid  and  fallaoions  wishes  . 


**  Theae  letters  and  speecheB  are  prM«rTed  by  Otbow  bishop  of  I^laiiiMD 
Olibffte.  BiblkK  Ui.  Ibd.  «l  lafliik  18«K  periiaps  Ite  wMMt«<  btotorfMisi 
M  was  son  of  Leopold,  marquis  of  An^triH,  his  mother,  AgiMS,  was  daughter 
of  the  emperor  Heary  lY.,  and  he  was  half-brother  and  Qndb  to  Gonrad  UL 
and  FMdsric  L  He  has  kfl^  in  smi  boo^  a  Ohim  «C  Itatt;  la  tPO^ 
theGeataVM  L,  Ihi  ImI  of  wUoh  to  iMiM  in  U»  Tttb  «f  Mnialgri's 
Hist 

Wedeili«(lHMllMlgiMfiiitSoaians)toi«ilOfetlMemplre 
quo  fu!t  tempore  Ooostantlnl  et  Justbiitn^  qpil  tolmn  ottai         HoeMs  •! 
populi  Bomani  suis  teooare  manlbna. 

M  OltolHsinf.  da€talllslM.LLL«kS8,  pp.  S6S-S64. 
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were  not  oheriBbed  bj  Conrad  the  Franooman,  whose  eyes 
were  fixed  on  the  Holy  Land,  and  who  died  without  viaitiiig 
Borne  soon  after  his  return  from  the  Holy  Land. 

His  nephew  and  successor  Frederic  Barbarossa  (a.d.  1165) 
was  more  ambitious  of  the  Lnperial  crown;  nor  had  any  of 
the  successors  of  Otho  acquired  such  absolute  sway  over  the 
kingdom  of  Italy.  Surrounded  by  his  ecclesiastical  and  sec- 
ular princes,  he  gave  audience  in  his  camp  at  Sutri  to  the 
ambassadors  of  Rome,  who  tlius  addressed  him  in  a  free  and 
florid  oration:  "Incline  your  ear  to  the  queen  of  cities:  ap- 
proach  with  a  peaceful  and  friendly  mind  the  precincts  ot 
Home,  which  has  caat  away  the  yoke  of  the  clergy,  and  is 
impatient  to  crown  her  legitimate  emperor.  Under  your 
auspicious  influence,  may  the  primitive  times  be  restored. 
Assert  the  prerogatives  of  the  etemiil  city,  and  reduce  under 
her  monarchy  the  insolence  of  the  world.  You  are  not  ig- 
nonmt,  that,  in  former  ages,  by  the  wisdom  of  the  aenat^ 
l)y  tlie  valor  and  discipline  of  the  equestrian  order,  she  ex- 
tended her  victorious  arms  to  the  East  and  West,  beyond 
the  Alps,  and  over  the  islands  of  the  ocean.  By  our  sina, 
in  the  absenoe  of  our  princes,  the  noble  institation  o£  tbe 
senate  has  sunk  in  oblivion:  and  with  our  prudenoe  Qvr 
atrengtli  has  likewise  decreased.  We  have  revived  the  flea* 
ste  ftod  the  equestrian  order;  the  counseit  o<  liie  OM,  IIm 
wtam  oi  Ibe  other,  will  be  devoted  to  your  person  and 
the  service  d  tbe  «mpire.  Do  jon  moi  hear  ih%  Jsnguage 
of  tiie  Boman  tmikoaai  Yoa  were  A  guest,  I  have  adopted 
youMaoitiflen;  a  TransalpiiM  ataQger,  I  have  elected  yoa 
*  .  for  n(y  flomign  and  gives  you  myself  and  all  that  is 
mine.  Your  first  and  most  sacred  duty  is  to  swear  and  sub- 
Bonbe  that  you  will  jdied  your  blood  for  the  republic;  tliat 
you  will  maintain  in  penee  end  jutUse  the  laim  of  Ike  city 
nnd  the  charters  of  your  predecessors;  and  that  you  will  lo- 
ward  with  five  thousand  pounds  of  silver  the  faithful  senn- 
tom  who  shall  proolaiin  yonr  titLsa  in  the  OapitoL  With  the 

C^moMUttUiL*^  civem  iaoi.    Adveoa  luteti  «s  Tnawlpmti  parriliuB;  prw- 
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name,  assume  the  character,  of  AugustiiB.**  The  flowers  of 

Latin  rhetoric  were  not  yet  exhausted;  but  Frederic,  impa- 
tient of  their  vanity,  interrupted  the  orators  in  the  high  tone 

of  royalty  and  conqaest  **  Famous  indeed  have  been  the 
fortitude  and  wisdom  of  the  ancient  B<3mans:  but  your 
speech  is  not  seasoned  with  wisdom,  and  I  could  wish  that 
fortitude  were  conspicuous  in  your  actions.  Like  all  sub- 
lunary things,  Rome  has  felt  the  vicissitudes  of  time  and 
fortune.  Your  noblest  families  were  translated  to  the  East, 
to  the  royal  city  of  Constantino;  and  the  remains  of  your 
strength  and  freedom  have  long  since  been  exhausted  by 
the  Greeks  and  Franks.  Are  you  desirous  of  beholding  the 
ancient  glory  of  Rome,  the  gravity  of  the  senate,  the  spirit 
of  the  knights,  the  discipline  of  the  camp,  the  valor  of  the 
legions?  you  will  find  them  in  the  German  republic.  It  is 
not  empire,  naked  and  alone,  the  ornaments  and  virtues  of 
empire  have  likewise  migrated  beyond  the  Alps  to  a  more 
deserving  people  they  will  be  employed  in  your  defence, 
hut  they  claim  your  obedience.  You  pretend  that  myself  or 
my  predecessors  have  been  invited  by  the  Romans:  you 
mistjike  the  word,  they  were  not  invited;  they  were  im- 
plored. T'lom  its  foreign  and  domestic  tyrants,  the  city 
was  rcocued  by  Charlemagne  and  Otlio,  whose  ashes  repose 
In  our  country:  and  their  dominion  was  the  price  of  your 
deliverance.  Under  that  dominion  your  aneestors  lived  and 
died.  I  claim  by  the  right  of  inheritance  and  possession, 
and  who  shall  dare  to  extort  yoa  from  my  hands?  Is  tha 
hand  of  the  Franks*'  and  Qermans  enfeebled  by  age?  Am 
I  vanqnislied?  Am  I  a  oapftlYe?  Am  I  ikoi  encompassed 
with  the  bannen  of  a  polent  and  inTinoible  tamjt  You  im* 
pose  oonditionB  on  jovr  naaler;  joa  leqwa  catba:  it  the 

"  Noo  c«88it  nobis  nadum  imperhtm,  Tirtute  sua  amictiim  venit,  omamente 
Bua  Mcum  tmft  Vmm  VM  wmi  coiunles  tni,  etc  Okwroor  Livy  would  not 
have  rejoctf  d  theeo  fmagsi,  tfiB  doipNBoe  of  a  BHtartan  bora  and  «liinl0Aia 

the  liemmiMi  fomt  _ 

diet  of  nprmany,  spmkn  of  tho  Frnnkfl  in  the  xiilh  f^ntnry  as  ihn  rplcmlnjr  nntion 
(Prooww  FrMid,  t%uiHi  Wmavif  nmnw  FmaoorniB):  he  adds,  howvror.  Use 

Tob  TL— n 
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conditions  are  just,  an  oath  is  superfluous;  if  unjust,  it  is 
criminal.  Can  you  doubt  my  equity?  It  is  extended  to  the 
meanest  of  my  subjects.  Will  not  my  sword  be  unsheathed 
in  tlie  defence  of  the  Capitol?  By  that  sword  the  northern, 
kingdom  of  Denmark  has  been  restored  to  the  Roman  em- 
pire. You  prescribe  the  measure  and  the  objects  of  my 
bounty,  which  flows  in  a  copious  but  a  voluntary  stream. 
All  will  be  given  to  patient  merit;  all  will  be  denied  to  rude 
importunity.**'*  Neither  the  emperor  nor  the  senate  could 
maintain  tliese  lofty  pretensions  of  dominion  and  liberty. 
United  with  the  pope,  and  suspicious  of  the  Romans,  Fred- 
eric continued  his  march  to  the  Vatican:  his  coronation  was 
disturbed  by  a  sally  from  the  Capitol;  and  if  the  nnmbeni 
and  valor  of  the  Germana  preyailed  in  the  bloody  conflict, 
ho  could  not  safely  eneamp  in  the  presence  of  a  oi^of  which 
]i6  styled  himself  the  sovereign.  About  twelve  years  after- 
ward he  beneged  Rome  to  seat  an  antipope  in  the  chair  of 
St.  Peter;  and  twelve  Piaan  galleys  wm  introduced  into 
tba  Tiber:  but  the  senate  and  people  were  aaved  by  the  arts 
of  negotiation  and  tbe  progress  of  disease;  nor  did  Frederic 
or  bia  auooeaaoia  reiterate  the  hostile  attempt  Tbeir  labo- 
rious reigns  were  exercised  by  the  popea,  tbe  C7!i8adea,  and 
the  independence  of  Lombardy  and  Germany;  thej  courted 
the  alliance  of  the  Romans;  and  Frederic  the  Second  offered 
in  tbe  Oapitol  tbe  great  standard,  tbe  OarocGio  of  Milan*** 

M  Qtho  Frisiog.  de  Gwtis  Frederici  L,  L  U.  c.  23,  pp.  720-133.  ThoM 
original  and  antikentio  MM  I  hatw  tnadaled  and  Abridged  with  fraedooi,  y«l 

with  fidelity. 

From  the  ChronideB  of  Bicobaldo  and  Francin  Pipiu,  Murat.  (dias.  xxtL 
a.  499)  has  traaaerfbad  this  earioua  fret  wfth  the  doggerel  reraea  that  aooooa- 
piniadthsgttt 

Ave  decua  orbia  are  I  victua  tibi  deatioor,  aval 

Curraa  ab  Auguata  Flwdarloo  Onaara  Jnalo. 

Ym  Madiolanum !  jam  sentis  apemere  TanoB 

Imparii  viree,  propriaa  tibi  toUere  virea. 

SrRO  triumphorum  urba  potea  memor  eaae  priorum 

Qina  liU  mittabant  regaa  qui  bella  garebant. 
Ne  si  dee  tacero  (T  now  nm  tha  Italian  Dissert,  i.  p.  444)  che  nell*  anno  1737, 
oaa  copia  deaHo).  Caroccio  in  tnanno  dianai  ignoto  iti  acopri  nel  CampidogliOb 
praaao  aOa  eareara  <U  qtid  laogo,  dova  Siato  T.  Vvrm  lalto  rinohhidara.  Sttiva 
emo  poeto  nopni  quatro  colonne  di  inarmo  HlkO  OOOft  MqiMBta  iBiarillaMi  alQ>» 
to  the  aaoaa  purpoaa  aa  tha  old  inaonptiou. 
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After  the  extinction  of  the  hooBe  of  Swabia,  tbey  wen 
banished  beyond  tbe  Alpe;  and  their  last  coronatioiis 
betrayed  the  impoleBoe  and  poverty  of  the  Tetttonio 
OflBsars.** 

Under  the  reign  of  Hadrian,  when  the  empire  extended 
from  the  Euphrates  to  the  ocean,  from  Monnt  Atlas  to  the 
Grampian  hilla,  a  fanciful  historian*'  amused  the  ^^^w>«w 
with  Uie  picture  of  their  infant  wars.  "There  waa  a  time," 
says  Floms,  **when  Tibur  and  Prmeete,  our  summer  re* 
treato,  were  the  objects  of  hostile  ¥OWS  in  the  Capitol,  when 
we  draaded  the  ahades  of  the  Aiioian  gioFea,  when  we  could 
toinnph,  withoot  %  blaah,  over  the  namekwe  yillagea  of  the 
Salnnea  and  Latina,  and  eren  Oorioli  could  afford  a  title  not 
unworthy  of  a  yietorioua  genefaL*'  The  pride  of  hie  coo* 
temporaries  waa  giatifled  by  the  eotteaat  of  the  paat  and  the 
present:  they  would  have  been  humbled  by  the  praopeot  of 
futurity;  by  the  piedistioB  that,  after  a  thousand  yeai% 
Borne,  despoiled  ol  empire  and  oontnMsted  to  her  primeyal 
Hmits,  would  renew  the  same  hostilttiea,  on  tiie  same  ground 
which  waa  then  decorated  with  her  villas  and  gardens.  The 
adjacent  territory  on  either  side  of  the  Tiber  waa  ahraya 
claimed,  and  sometimes  possessed,  ae  the  patrimony  of  St 
Peter;  but  the  barons  assumed  a  ktriesa  independenee,  and 
the  cttiea  too  faithfully  copied  the  revolt  and  discord  <d  the 
metropolis.  In  the  twelfth  and  thirteenth  centuries,  the  Bo- 
mans  incessantly  labored  to  reduce  or  destroy  the  contuma- 
cious vassals  of  the  church  and  senate;  and,  if  their  head- 
strong and  selfish  ambition  was  moderated  by  the  pope, 
he  often  encouraged  thdff  seal  by  the  alliance  of  his  spirit- 
ual arms.   Their  warfare  was  that  of  the  first  consuls  and 


The  decline  of  the  Impeiial  mtds  and  authority  in  Italy  ta  related  with 
impartial  JeHrninfr  in  the  Annaln  of  Murat.  (x.  xi.  xii.);  and  the  refider  may 
compiiro  his  narrative  with  the  LLut.  dee  AllomaudB  (iii.  iv.),  by  Sciimidt,  wlio 
kM  (lonnrTad  ^  eetoen  of  bto  coontrymen. 

*'  Tibur  nunc  Buburbanum,  etse^tivii-  Pr?eneHte  deliciee,  nunciipatia  in  Capi* 
tolio  votis  petebantur.  The  wiMla  paasage  ol  Fkurua  H.  i.  o.  11)  may  be  road 
With  pUaaure,  and  hw  iiiwiiid  Hh  pntooC  •  bm  «  pntai  teliOB- 
tesq,  iU.  SMk  4to  od.). 
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dictators,  who  were  taken  from  the  plow.  They  assembled 
in  arms  at  the  foot  of  the  Capitol;  sallied  from  the  gates, 
plundered  or  burned  the  harvests  of  their  neighbors,  en- 
gaged in  tumultuary  conflict,  and  returned  home  after  an 
expedition  of  fifteen  or  twenty  days.  Their  sieges  were 
tedious  and  unskilful:  in  the  use  of  victory  they  indulged 
the  meaner  passions  of  jealousy  and  revenge:  and  instead 
of  adopting  the  valor,  they  trampled  on  the  misfortunes,  of 
their  adversaries.  The  captives,  in  their  shirts,  with  a  rope 
round  their  necks,  solicited  their  pardon;  the  fortifications, 
and  even  the  buildings  of  the  rival  cities,  were  demolished, 
and  the  inhabitants  were  scattered  in  the  adjacent  villages. 
It  was  thus  that  the  seats  of  the  cardinal  bishops,  Porto, 
Oatia,  Albanmn,  Tusculum,  Prseneste,  and  Tibor  or  Tivoli, 
were  Buccessively  overthrown  by  the  ferocious  hostility  ol 
the  Romans.**  Of  these,"  Porto  and  Ostia,  the  two  keys 
of  the  Tiber,  are  still  vacant  and  desolate :  the  marshy  and 
unwholesome  banks  are  peopled  with  herds  of  bufialoes,  and 
.  the  river  is  lost  to  every  purpose  of  navigation  and  trade. 
The  hills  which  afford  a  shady  retirement  from  the  autumnal 
heats  have  again  smiled  with  the  blessings  of  peaee:  Fres- 
oati  has  arisen  near  the  ruins  of  Tusculum:  Tibur  or  Tivoli 
has  resumed  the  honors  of  a  oi^,**  and  the  meaner  towns  of 
Albano  and  Palestrina  are  decorated  with  the  villas  of  the 
cardinals  and  princes  of  Home.  In  the  work  of  destruction 
the  ambition  of  the  Romans  was  often  checked  and  repulsecl 
by  the  neighboring  cities  and  their  allies:  in  the  first  siege 
of  Tibur  they  were  driven  from  their  camp;  and  the  batUes 


No  a  feritate  Rornanonira  nicut  fuerant  Hostienspa,  Portiiensea,  TxiBCuls- 
noDses,  AJbaaanses,  Labiconses,  el  nuper  Tiburtini  deatrucroutur  (Matt.  Paria, 
!».  767)L    These  evoots  are  marlrad  in  the  Annala  and  Index  of  Murat.  yd.  xvlfi. 

For  the  statP  or  ruin  of  these  Buburban  cities,  the  banks  of  the  Tiber,  etc.. 
see  the  lively  picture  of  the  P.  Labat  (Vuya^  en  Espagne  et  Italie),  who  had 
long  rseided  in  Ui«  neifhboiliood  cf  Boom;  and  Uie  mora  aeennM  dsaoriptimi 
of  which  P.  BMhhunl  (Rontt,  1T60.  Svo)  bM  addtd  to  the  topognphfeol  nop  of 
CingolanL 

Labat  (Hi.  p.  S83)  moBtiou  a  loooat  doerae  of  Um  Boomii  govommoal* 
which  has  severely  mortfflod  llio  prido  ood  po?«lif  of  XItoK:  Ib  olfiltto  TlbortiuA 

non  vivitur  civihter. 
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ot  Tusculum"  (a.D.  1167)  and  Viterbo"  might  be  compared 
in  their  relative  state  to  the  memorable  fields  of  Thrasymene 
and  Cannffi.  In  the  first  of  these  petty  ware  80,000  Romans 
were  overthrown  by  1,000  German  horee,  whom  Frederio 
Barbarossa  had  detached  to  the  relief  of  Tusculum;  and  if 
we  number  the  slain  at  three,  the  prisoners  at  two,  thousand, 
we  shall  embnoe  the  most  authentio  and  moderate  account. 
Sixty -eight  years  afterward  they  marched  against  Viterbo 
(a  d.  1284)  in  the  eocslesiastieal  state  with  the  whole  foree 
of  the  city;  by  a  rare  eoalitioii,  the  Teutonic  eagle  was 
blended,  in  the  adyerse  banners,  with  the  keys  of  St.  Peter; 
and  the  pope's  auxiliaries  were  commanded  by  a  ooont  ol 
Thoulouse  and  a  bishop  of  Winchester.  The  Romans  were 
disoomfited  with  shame  and  slaughter;  but  the  English  prel- 
ate must  have  indulged  the  vanitj  of  a  pil^^rim,  if  be  mul- 
tiplied their  numbers  to  one  hundred,  and  their  loss  in  the 
field  to  thirty,  thousand  men.  Had  the  policy  of  the  senate 
and  the  diseipline  ol  the  legions  been  restored  with  the  Cap- 
itol, the  divided  oondition  of  Italy  would  have  offered  the 
fairest  opportimitj  of  a  second  conquest.  Bnt,  in  arms^ 
the  modem  Romans  were  not  a&wf^  and  in  arts,  they  wei« 
fsr  hdmgf  the  oommoa  lersl  of  tike  neighboring  repnbfica 
Kor  was  their  varliks  wpuh  of  any  kmg  contmnanee;  after 
some  imgolar  salfies  they  subsided  in  die  natioiial  ai>atiiy, 
in  the  ne^ect  of  ndlilary  institntlons,  and  m  the  disgmoefol 
and  dangeions  use  of  fore^  mereenaries. 

Under  the  first  Ohristiaa  prinees,  tiie  ohair  of  St  Peter 
was  dispnied  by  the  Totes,  ^e  Tonality,  tiie  violeiice,  of  a 
popular  eloslioin:  the  sanotosries  of  Bome  were  pollnted  * 
with  blood;  and,  from  the  third  to  the  twelfth  eentury,  the 
ohnroh  was  dislraeted  by  the  misefai^  of  frequent  schisms. 


**  I  deput  from  mj  ntaal  method  «rf  quoting  ooijr  hy  the  date  the  Annels 

of  Muratori,  in  considciration  of  the  critical  balance  in  which  he  hun  woiphod 
ume  coadomporaiy  wrttera  who  maocioa  the  becUe  of  Tusculum  (z.  pp.  43-44). 

llett  Pem^  ft  ai§.  TMi  Maiey  ef  WhwheHsr  wm  Ve%at  de  RufHbm, 
who  occupied  the  see  thiitT-  two  jeen  {a.h.  1206-1338),  aad  ie  dMWfMI*  hf 
the  Euglish  iiistonan,  as  a  soldier  and  a  atateemaa  (pp.  178^  399). 
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As  long  as  the  final  appeal  was  determined  by  the  civil  mag- 
istrate, these  mischiefs  were  transient  and  local:  the  merits 
were  tried  by  equity  or  fuvor;  nor  could  the  unsuccessful 
competitor  long  disturb  the  triumph  of  his  rival.  But  after 
the  emperors  had  been  divested  of  their  prerogatives,  after 
a  maxim  liad  been  estiiblished,  that  the  vicar  of  Christ  is 
amenable  to  no  earthly  tribunal,  each  vacancy  of  the  holy 
see  might  involve  Christendom  in  controversy  and  war. 
The  claims  of  the  cardinals  and  inferior  clergy,  of  the 
nobles  and  people,  were  vague  and  litigious:  the  freedom 
of  choice  was  overruled  by  the  tumults  of  a  city  that  no 
longer  owned  or  obeyed  a  superior.  On  the  decease  of  a 
pope,  two  factions  proceeded  in  different  churches  to  a 
double  election:  the  number  and  weight  of  votes,  the  pri- 
ority of  time,  the  merit  of  the  candidates,  might  balance 
each  other;  the  most  respectable  of  the  clergy  were  divided; 
and  the  distant  princes,  who  bowed  before  the  spiritual 
throne,  could  not  dietingnish  the  spnrioua,  from  the  legit- 
imate, idol.  The  emperors  were  often  the  authors  of  the 
schism,  from  the  political  motive  of  opposing  a  friendly  to 
a  hostile  pontiff;  and  each  of  the  oompetiton  was  reduced 
to  suffer  tiie  insults  of  his  enemies,  who  were  not  awed  by 
eonscienoe;  and  to  purchase  the  support  of  his  adherents, 
who  were  instigated  by  avaiioe  or  ambition.  A  peaceful 
and  perpetual  succession  was  ascertained  by  Alexander 
the  Third,**  who  finally  abolished  the  tumultuary  votes 
of  the  clergy  and  people  and  (▲.D.  1179)  defined  the  right  of 
eleotioii  in  the  sole  coll^  of  cardinals.**  The  three  orders 
of  bishops,  priests,  and  deacons,  were  assimilated  to  each 
other  by  this  important  privilege:  the  parochial  clergy  of 

Mbthtto,  InttHni.  Htotor.  Ecclea.  pp.  401,  403.    Alexandor  hlfluelf  had 

noarly  bwn  tho  victim  of  a  conteated  election ;  aud  the  doubtful  meiitn  of  Inno- 
cent had  only  preponderated  by  the  weight  oi  genius  and  learniiig  wiiich  St 
Bernard  cast  into  the  scale. 

•*  The  origin,  titles,  importance,  dress,  precedence,  etc.,  of  the  Roman  car- 
dinals, are  very  ably  discussed  by  Thomasain  (Discip.  de  I'Egltse,  i.  pp.  1262- 
1287);  but  tbMr  purple  is  aoir  mudi  AmM.  TIm  sacred  college  was  raised  to 
the  deflnita  Blunbw  d  tmnal^'Vmo,  10  npraMDt^  uinler  hie  vioftr,  tte  ditolplM 
ol  Christ. 
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Rome  obtained  the  first  rank  in  the  hierarchy;  they  were 
indifferently  chosen  among  the  nations  of  Christendom;  and 
the  possession  of  the  richest  benefices,  of  the  most  important 
bishoprics,  was  not  incompatible  with  their  title  and  oftice. 
The  senators  of  the  Catholic  church,  the  coadjutors  and  leg- 
ates of  the  supreme  pontiff,  were  robed  in  purple,  the  sym- 
bol of  martyrdom  or  royalty;  they  claimed  a  proud  equality 
with  kings;  and  their  dignity  was  enhanced  by  the  smallness 
of  their  number,  which,  till  the  reign  of  Leo  the  Tenth,  sel- 
dom exceeded  twenty  or  twenty-five  persons.  By  this  wise 
regulation,  all  doubt  and  scandal  were  removed,  and  the 
root  of  schism  was  so  effectually  destroyed,  that  in  a  period 
of  six  hundred  years  a  double  choice  has  only  once  divided 
the  unity  of  the  sacred  college.  But  as  the  concurrence  of 
two-thirds  of  the  votes  had  been  made  necessary,  the  elec- 
tion was  often  delayed  by  the  private  interest  and  passions 
of  the  cardinals;  and  while  they  prolonged  their  independ- 
ent reign,  the  Christian  world  was  left  destitute  of  a  head. 
A  vacancy  of  almost  three  years  had  preceded  the  elevation 
of  Gregory  the  Tenth,  who  resolved  to  prevent  the  future 
abuse;  and  his  bull  (a.D.  1274),  after  some  opposition,  has 
been  consecrated  in  the  code  of  the  canon  law."  Nine  days 
are  allowed  for  the  obsequies  of  the  deceased  pope  and  the 
arnval  of  the  absent  cardinals:  on  the  tenth  thej  are  impris- 
oned, each  with  one  domestic,  in  a  common  apartment  or 
conclave^  without  any  separation  of  walls  or  ourtains;  a  amall 
window  is  reserved  for  the  introduction  of  necessaries;  but 
the  door  is  locked  on  both  sides  and  guarded  bj  the  magia- 
trates  of  the  city^  to  seclude  ihem  from  all  ooirespondence 
with  the  world.  li  the  election  be  not  consummated  in 
three  days,  the  luzuij  of  their  table  is  contracted  to  a  single 
dish  at  dinner  and  supper;  and,  after  the  eighth  day,  they 
are  reduced  to  a  scanty  allowance  of  bread,  water,  and  wine. 
During  the  yacancy  of  the  holy  see,  the  cardinals  are  pro- 

**  Bull  of  Gregory  X.  approbante  sacro  concilio,  in  the  SexU  of  the  Caiioo 
Law  (1.  i.  til.  6,  0.  3;^  a  supplement  to  ibe  Decretol*,  which  fioniieoe  VIII. 
promolgttodat  Bona  ia  iSM»  and  idJrewed  to  all  tha  anititilllM  cf  luope^ 
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Mbited  fipom  toaduog  th«  nmnm»§,  or  aBsuming,  unleBs  is 
•ome  IBM  miargmj,  tiio  govomnent,  of  the  ohmoh:  all 
agreements  and  promises  among  the  electors  are  formidly 
aunulled;  and  their  integrity  is  fortified  bj  their  solemn 
eath  and  the  ynjm  of  the  Catholics.  Some  artioles  of  in- 
eonyenient  or  snperfluoiis  rigor  have  been  gradnallj  relaxed, 
but  the  principle  d  eonfinement  is  vigonma  and  entife:  they 
are  attU  nipped  b j  the  personal  motiTeB  oi  health  and  free* 
dom  to  aeeeleiate  the  moment  of  their  deliverance;  and  the 
improvement  of  ballot  or  secret  votes  has  wrapped  l^e  atnig- 
glee  of  the  oonelsfve'*  in  the  silky  veil  of  charity  and  polite- 
ness." By  these  institntions,  the  Romans  were  excluded 
from  the  election  of  liieir  prince  and  bishop;  and,  in  the 
Ibver  at  wild  and  precarious  liberty,  they  seemed  insensibie 
of  Ifae  loss  of  tiiis  inestimable  privilege.  The  emperor  Lewis 
of  Bavaria  revived  (A.n.  1828)  the  example  of  the  great  Otho. 
After  BOW  negotiation  with  tiie  magistrates,  the  Soman  peo- 
ple were  assembled*"  in  the  square  before  St  Peter*s;  the 
pope  of  Ayignon,  John  the  Twenty-second,  was  deposed; 
the  choice  <^  his  successor  was  ratified  by  their  consent  and 
applause.  They  freely  voted  for  a  new  law,  that  their 
bishop  should  never  be  absent  more  than  three  months  in 
the  year,  and  two  days'  journey  from  the  city;  and  that,  if 


^  The  genius  of  Cardinal  de  Retz  had  a  ngtil.  to  paint  a  conclave  (of  1656), 
in  which  lie  was  a  spectator  and  an  actor  (Mem.  hr.  lft>6T):  but  I  am  •irakw 
to  appredato  the  knowicdgo  or  authority  of  an  Anonymous  Italian,  whose  history 
(Conclav.  de  Pouiif.  Eoman.  4to,  1667)  has  been  continued  since  the  reign  of 
Alexander  VII.  The  accidental  form  of  the  work  famishes  a  leee<m,  thougti 
not  an  antidote,  to  ambition.  From  a  labyrinth  of  intriguea,  we  emerge  to  the 
adoration  of  thn  piiccefiHful  candidate:  but  the  next  page  opens  with  his  funeral. 

The  expressions  of  Cardiiiiil  do  Rett  are  positive  and  pioturesque:  On 
7  vaQnt  toujours  ensemble  avec  le  mtaie  respect,  et  la  meme  civilite  que  Toil 
ob5M>rve  dans  le  cabinet  des  rois,  avcc  la  nit* me  politesse  qn'on  avoit  dana 
la  cour  de  Henri  ILL  aTeol&m^e  familiarite  que  i'uu  voit  dans  les  oollege»; 
avec  la  m£me  modMtie,  ^tti  m  mmarqiie  dans  les  noviciiUs ;  et  avec  la  ni^iM 
churiie,  du  mains  en  apparenoe,  qui  pourroit  6tre  totre  dea  irerae  patfUtaraeni 
unis. 

^  Rechientl  par  liando  (Jehu  VillaDi)  aanalori  di  Roma,  a  6S  del  popolo,  et 

CHpit;ini  de'  26,  o  consoli  (conaoUf),  el  13  btioiie  liuoraini  uno  per  rione.  Onr 
knowledge  is  too  imperfect  to  pronounce,  how  much      this  constitution  was 

*^  limwwiiil>  Tetftie-frioi^iliMtniBd 
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he  neglected  to  return  on  the  third  summons,  the  public 
servant  should  be  degraded  and  dismissed."  But  Lewis 
forgot  his  own  debility  and  the  prejudices  of  the  times:  be- 
yond the  precincts  of  a  German  camp,  his  useless  phantom 
was  rejected;  the  Romans  despised  their  own  workmanship; 
the  antipope  implored  the  mercy  of  his  lawful  sovereign;'* 
and  the  exclusive  right  of  the  cardinals  was  more  ^mlj  es- 
tablished by  this  unseasonable  attack. 

Had  the  election  been  always  held  in  the  Vatican,  the 
rights  of  the  senate  and  people  would  not  have  been  vio- 
lated with  impunity.  But  the  Jftomans  Coigot,  and  were  for- 
gotten, in  the  absence  of  the  anocesBOiB  of  Gregorj  the 
Seventh,  who  did  not  keep  as  a  divine  precept  their  or- 
dinary xeeidenoe  in  the  city  and  diocese.  The  care  of  that 
diocese  was  lees  important  than  the  government  of  the  uni- 
versal church;  nor  could  the  popes  delight  in  a  city  in 
which  their  authority  was  always  opposed  and  their  person 
was  often  endangered.  From  the  persecution  of  the  em- 
perors, and  the  wars  of  Italy,  they  escaped  beyond  the  Alps 

.  into  the  hospitable  bosom  of  France;  from  the  tumults  of 
Borne  they  prudently  withdrew  to  live  and  die  in  the  more 

^tranquil  stations  of  Anagni,  Perugia,  Viterbo,  and  the 
adjacent  cities.  When  the  flook  was  offended  or  impover- 
ished by  the  absence  of  the  shepherd,  they  were  recalled  by 
a  stem  admonition  that  St.  Peter  had  fixed  his  chair,  not  in 
an  obscure  village,  bat  in  the  capital  of  the  world;  by  a 
ferocious  menace  tiiat  the  Romans  would  march  in  arms  to 
destroy  the  place  and  people  that  should  dare  to  afford  them 
a  retreat  They  returned  with  timorous  obedience;  and 
were  saluted  with  the  account  of  a  heavy  debt,  of  all  the 
losses  which  their  desertion  had  occasioned,  the  hire  of 


^*  Viilaui  (].  X.  0.  68-71,  in  Murat.  Scrip,  xiii.  641)  relates  this  law,  and  the 
wboto  tWHiiacttofi.  with  much  leat  abliamiice  than  tba  prndani  Motstori.  Any 

one  oonTemant  with  the  darker  tkf^ea  muat  have  ohf^erved  how  much  the  MOM 
(I  meMi  the  nonsense)  of  superstilion  is  fluctuating  nud  inconaiHtent. 

^  In  the  ist  volume  of  the  Popes  of  Avignon,  see  tiM  Mcond  original  Life  of 
John  XXII..  pp.  142-145,  the  confeaaioo  of  tiM  MltipOitk  ppt.  14ft,  152,  AMI  tht 
laborious  notes  ol  Baluxe,  pp.  714,  116. 
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lodgingBf  the  sale  of  provisions,  and  the  varioofi  expenses 
of  servants  and  strangers  who  attended  the  court'*  After  a 
short  interval  of  peace,  and  perhaps  of  authority,  they  were 
again  banished  by  new  tumults,  and  again  summoned  by  the 
imperious  or  respectful  invitation  of  the  senate.  In  these 
occasional  retreats,  the  exiles  and  fugitives  of  the  Vatican 
were  seldom  long,  or  far,  distant  from  the  metropolis;  but 
in  the  bcjzinning  of  the  fourteenth  century  the  apostolic 
throne  was  transported,  as  it  might  seem  forever,  from  the 
Tiber  to  the  Rh6ne;  and  the  cause  of  the  transmigration 
may  be  deduced  from  the  furious  contest  (a.d.  1294-1303) 
between  Boniface  the  Eighth  and  the  king  of  France/*  The 
spiritual  arms  of  excommunication  and  interdict  were  re- 
pulsed bj  the  union  of  the  three  eetates  and  the  priyilegeB  d 
the  Gallieaa  ehuioh;  but  the  pope  was  not  prepived  igiiwil 
tike  emuil  weapons  which  Philip  the  Fair  had  courage  te 
employ.  As  the  pope  vended  at  Anagiiy  without  the  soipi- 
cion  of  danger,  his  palace  and  penon  were  assaulted  by  thvee 
kandred  hone,  who  had  been  secretlj  levied  bj  WillisBi  of 
Nogaret,  a  French  minister,  and  Sciarra  Colonna,  of  a  noble 
but  hostile  family  d  Borne.  The  cardinals  fled;  the  inhab* 
itants  o£  Anagni  were  seduced  from  their  allegiance  and 
gratitude;  but  the  dauntless  Boniface,  unarmed  and  alone, 
seated  himself  in  his  chair,  and  awaited,  like  the  conscript 
lathera  of  old,  the  swords  of  the  Gauls.  Kogaret,  a  foreign 
adversary,  was  content  to  execute  the  orders  of  his  master: 
bj  the  domestie  enndtj  ol  Cblonna,  he  was  insulted  with 


▼olentM  nJcra  mmm  oeUre  eopkSteteai 

gravisBirtKirn  contra  paptim  rnovoro  coeperunt  quest loncni,  exipoiiU't?  ab  eo  urpen- 
tiBsime  omniH  qum  subierant  per  •ju8  abeeuLuun  d&moa  ei  jiiciuras,  Yideiicei 
in  hoapitnt  loenidii,  is  BrardmooUe,  In  umiris,  in  nddiHbns,  in  prorlsionibitt,  tt 
iD  sliis  modia  inuumenibilibuH.  Quod  cum  nmlirisct  papu,  proiCordialiMr  logjh, 
muii  et  sa  oomperieDs  musctptUatum^  etc  Mati.  Paris,  p.  761.  For  the  or- 
Urnuj  hiatory  tt  the  popes,  their  life  and  death,  their  reeiieace  aad  aheenee, 
it  ia  enoo^  to  refer  to  the  ecclesiastical  annaliata,  Spondaniiff  ant]  Fleurr. 

^  Btudas  lb*  geaerai  hiat4>riMka  of  the  church  of  Itaijr  and  oi  li^uaob,  wm 
poesera  a  Talti^lo  traatiea  compoaed  by  a  learned  friend  of  Thnanus.  «Udi  hii 
iHft  and  best  tHliton*  have  pubUiihed  in  ihe  apptnidii  (Hist  particuliere  du  grand 
JDiSerMid  enun  BtmUtm  YUL  «l  Philinpa  in  iM»  pw  ftam  da  Puia,  viL  p.  xi. 
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words  and  blows;  and  during  a  confinement  of  three  days 
Ida  life  was  threatened  by  the  hardships  which  thej  inflicted 
on  the  obstinacy  which  they  provoked.  Their  strange  delay 
gave  time  and  courage  to  the  adherents  of  the  ohorch,  who 
rescued  him  from  saerilegious  yiolence;  but  his  imperious 
soul  was  wounded  in  a  vital  part;  and  Boniface  expired  at 
Borne  in  a  frenzy  of  rage  and  revenge.  His  memory  is 
stained  with  the  glaring  vices  of  avarice  and  pride:  nor 
has  the  courage  of  a  martyr  promoted  this  eoolesiastical 
champion  to  the  honors  of  a  saint;  a  magnanimous  sinner 
(say  the  chronicles  of  the  times),  who  entered  like  a  fox, 
reigned  like  a  lion,  and  died  like  a  dog.  He  was  succeeded 
by  Benedict  the  Eleventh,  the  mildest  of  mankind.  Yet  he 
excommunicated  the  impious  emissaries  of  Philip,  and  de« 
TOted  the  ci^  and  people  of  Anagni  by  a  tremendous  ourse, 
whose  effects  are  slill  visible  to  the  eyes  of  superstition.^ 

After  bis  deoease,  the  tedions  and  equal  suspense  of  the 
oonolave  was  Axed  by  the  dexterity  of  the  Freneh  faction. 
A  speeious  offer  was  made  and  accepted,  that  in  the  term  of 
forty  days  they  would  elect  one  of  the  three  candidates  who 
should  be  named  by  their  opponents.  The  archbishop  of 
Bourdeaux,  a  furious  enemy  of  his  king  and  country,  was 
the  first  on  the  list;  but  his  ambition  was  known;  and  his 
conscience  obeyed  the  calls  of  fortune  and  the  commands  of 
a  bene&ctor,  who  had  been  informed  by  a  swift  messenger 
that  the  choice  of  a  pope  was  now  in  his  hands.  The  terms 
were  regulated  in  a  private  interview;  and  with  such  speed 
and  secrecy  was  the  business  transacted  that  the  unanimous 
conclave  applauded  the  elevation  of  Clement  the  Fifth.** 
The  eardinids  of  both  parties  were  soon  astonished  by  a 
summons  to  attend  him  beyond  the  Alps;  from  whence,  as 


^  Ift  is  difficult  to  koow  whether  Labat  (iv.  53-57)  be  in  jest  or  in  earnest, 
wlMD  be  mppo—  diat  Anagni  alUI  flMb  tbe  waitrht  of  this  oniM^  tad  lhaX  tlM 
comflelds,  or  Tineyards,  or  olif  ttmM,  an  aaantSHy  lilMlad  aatnra^  tb*  abw- 
quious  handmaid  of  thepofMS. 

»  Ohitm.  of  Gtor.  Ymiad  (L  tIH.  e.  «S,  64^  80,  in  ICnnt  zHt)  the  imprltoa- 
mont  of  Boniface  VIII.  and  the  election  of  Clement  V.,  ||m  liltflf  wllldl,  tttat 
most  aneodotes,  is  smlwrrasssd  with  soma  difficulties. 
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they  soon  discovered,  ttey  must  never  hope  to  return.  He 

waH  engaged,  by  proraiae  and  affection,  to  prefer  the  resi- 
dence of  France;  and,  after  dragging  his  court  througii 
Poitou  and  Gascogny,  and  devouring,  by  his  expense,  the 
cities  and  convents  on  the  road,  he  finally  (a.d.  1809)  re- 
posed at  Avignuu,*'  which  flourished  above  seventy  years*' 
the  seat  of  the  Roman  pontill  and  the  metropolii^  of  Chris- 
tendom. By  land,  by  sea,  by  the  Rh6ne,  the  position  of 
Avignon  was  on  all  sides  accessible:  tlie  southern  proviucee 
of  France  do  not  yield  to  Italy  itself;  new  palaces  arose  for 
the  accommodation  of  the  popce  and  cardinals;  and  the  arts 
of  luxury  were  soon  attracted  by  the  treasures  of  the  churdL 
They  were  already  possessed  of  the  adjacent  territory,  the 
Venaissin  country,"'  a  populous  and  fertile  spot;  and  the 
sovereignty  of  Avignon  was  afterward  purchased  from 
the  youth  and  distress  of  Jane,  the  first  queen  of  Na})lQs 
and  countess  of  Provence,  for  the  inadequate  price  of  80,000 
floirins.'*  Under  the  shadow  of  the  French  monarchy,  amid 
an  obedient  people,  the  popes  enjoyed  an  honorable  and  traR' 

*  The  original  Lives  of  the  Mght  popes  of  Avignon,  Clement  Y.,  John  XXIL, 
Bone£«l  ZU.,  dement  VL.  Innocent  VI.,  Urben  V.,  Gregory  XL,  and  Qeowal 

YU.,  are  published  bj  Slephoa  Baltuo  fViue  Paparum  Avenionensium ;  Paris, 
1693,  2  vols.  4U))  with  copious  and  elaborau)  notes,  and  a  second  volume  of 
acta  and  dooOBaato.    With  the  true  aeal  of  aa  <aitor  uA  »  ytrict^  h»  d<i  wi<f 

jvatifiee  or  excusos  the  cliaraclers  of  hi.<«  countrytnon. 

"  The  exilo  of  Avignon  is  cunipurcd  by  the  ItulianR  with  Babylon,  and  ilie 
Babylonish  cafMivity.  Such  furious  metapboni.  Bore  suitable  to  the  ardor  «( 
Petrarch  than  to  Llio  judgment  of  Uuratori,  are  gravely  refuted  in  B^tluzo^H  pref- 
ace. The  abb^  de  Sade  is  distracted  between  the  k>ve  of  Petrarch  and  of  his 
eemtfy.  T«t  Im  medwUy  pleate  that  many  oi.  Um  local  Inconveniences  of 
Aviiriion  are  novv  roroovod;  and  many  of  the  vines  against  which  the  poefc 
dociuioui  had  been  imported  with  the  Roman  court  by  the  strangers  of  Italy 
(i.  t»-3t). 

"  The  ooratat  Yonaiwsin  was  ceded  to  the  popes  iu  1273  by  Philip  HI,,  long 
of  France,  after  he  had  inherited  the  dominions  of  the  count  of  Thoulouse.  Forty 
jTMM  iMfom,  thelierasf  «f  Ooovt  SayiMmd  had  given  tiMn  a  preiniMof  Mi*if% 

and  they  derived  some  obscuro  claim  from  tlie  xith  conttiry  to  some  laiidsj  citra 
Sbodaniun  (Yalesii  Not.  Gall.  pp.  459,  610.  Longuerue,  Descrip.  de  la  France, 
L'S76)l 

If  a  posseHsion  of  four  centuries  were  not  itself  a  title,  such  objections 
Algiit  aauul  liie  bargaiui  bui  the  purchase-jaeaciy  must  be  rafuuded,  iat  indeed 
it  was  paid.  Oivitaton  ArenioBem  emit  ....  par  <!)tMiiiodi  TeodttJonem  pa- 
ouni4  redundaote«,  etc.  (iidji  Vita  Clomout  YL  in  liuluz.  i.  272.  Marat.  Scrip, 
iii  p.  u.  666|b  Tba  «»aiy  temptatimi  lor  Jane  and  iier  saooad  imaband  was  laatif 
BKNMy,  aad  whhoiit  It  they  oeold  Mt  littra  -^n-Tui  to  tkft  lliBOM«d  M^flHU 
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quil  state,  to  wliich  they  long  hnd  been  strangers;  but  Italy 
deplored  their  absence;  and  Rome,  in  solitude  and  poverty, 
might  repent  of  tlie  ungovernable  freedom  which  had  driven 
from  the  Vatican  the  successor  of  St.  Peter.  Her  repentance 
WM  tsrdj  Mid  iruitlMs:  after  the  death  of  the  old  members, 
the  sacred  college  was  filled  with  French  caidinals,**  who 
beheld  Borne  and  Italy  with  abhorrence  and  contempt,  «iid 
perpetuated  a  aeries  of  national,  and  even  provincial,  popes, 
attached  by  the  most  indissoluble  ties  to  their  native  country. 

The  progress  of  industry  had  produced  and  enriched  the 
Italian  republics:  the  era  of  tiieir  liberty  is  the  most  flour- 
ishing period  qL  population  and  agriculture,  of  manufactures 
and  oommevoe;  aiMl  their  mechanic  labors  were  graduallj 
refined  into  the  arts  of  elegance  and  genius.  But  the  posi- 
tion of  Borne  was  less  favorable,  the  territory  less  fruitful^ 
the  character  ol  the  inhabitants  was  debaaed  by  indolence 
and  elated  by  pride;  and  thej  fondly  concetred  that  the 
tribnte  of  aabjeets  must  forerer  nourudi  the  metropolia  of 
the  church  and  enpiie.  This  prejudiee  wm  enoosn^ged,  in 
some  degree,  by  the  resort  of  pU^^nms  to  the  shrines  d  tiie 
Apostles;  and  the  last  legacy  of  the  popes,  the  institatLon  of 
the  HOLY  TXAB^  (a.]>.  1800),  was  not  less  beneficial  to  the 
people  than  to  the  olergy.  Smce  tiie  loss  of  Palefltina, 
the  gift  of  plenary  indulg^ces,  which  hsd  been  applied  te 
the  crusades,  remained  without  an  object;  and  the  most 
yalmable  treasure  of  the  church  was  sequestered  above  eight 
years  from  public  circulation.  A  new  channel  was  opened 
by  the  diligence  of  Bonifaoe  the  Eighth,  who  reconciled  the 
vices  of  ambition  and  a-raxiee;  and  the  pope  had  sufficient 
learning  to  lecolleot  and  rerive  the  secular  games,  which 
were  celebrated  in  Bome  at  the  eooiclusion  of  every  oentaiy. 

Clomeut  V.  immodiatelv  promoted  ten  cardinals,  nine  French  and  one 
Kngliah  (Vita  iTta,  p.  63.  et  Balnz.  pp.  625,  etc.).  In  1331,  the  pope  refused 
Xwf  ifMiiiilitM  ff«OMDin«ndMl  bf  ite  Unir  ^  Vtmm,  qaod  zx  CliwItolBii,  dt 
(jiiibuM  xvii.  de  regno  Prancite  oripinem  traxinse  IMMCaiitiir  in  BMmatatO  collagio 
existaot  (Thomassin.  Diacip.  de  TEgl.  i.  1281). 

M  Om  fffiniMm  nawii*  Is  tnm  CbHiMi  Jamea  OMmi  (Mkita  WMk^ 
Balrum.  xxr.);  and  I  am  at  ii  lo??  dctenninc  whfiher  the  nephttir of  BmiftM 
YIUU  be  a  Sock  or  a  knaTe;  tfaa  uooie  la  a mck  otoaicr  ahiw tnr. 
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To  sound  without  danger  the  depth  of  popular  credulity,  a 
sermon  was  seasonably  pronounced,  a  report  was  artfully 
scattered,  some  aged  witnesses  were  produced:  and,  on  the 
first  of  January  of  the  year  thirteen  hundred,  the  church  of 
St,  Peter  was  crowded  with  the  faithful,  who  demanded  the 
customary  indulgence  of  the  holy  time.  The  pontiff,  who 
watched  and  irritated  their  devout  impatience,  was  soon 
persuaded  by  ancient  testimony  of  the  justice  of  their 
claim;  and  he  proclaimed  a  plenary  absolution  to  all  Cath- 
olics who,  in  the  course  of  that  year,  and  at  every  similar 
period,  should  respectfully  visit  the  apostolic  churches  of 
St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul.  The  welcome  sound  was  propa- 
gated through  Christendom;  and  at  first  from  the  nearest 
provinces  of  Italy,  and  at  length  from  the  remote  kingdoms 
of  Hungary  and  Britain,  the  highways  were  thronged  with 
a  Bwaim  of  pilgrims  who  sought  to  expiate  their  sioB  in  a 
journey,  however  costly  or  laborious,  which  was  exempt 
from  the  perils  of  military  service.  All  exceptions  of  rank 
or  BOX,  d  ag9  or  infirmity,  were  forgotten  in  the  common 
tnuuiport;  and  in  the  streets  aad  ohorohes  many  persons 
were  trampled  to  death  by  the  eagemesa  of  deyotion.  The 
calculation  of  their  numbers  could  not  be  easy  nor  accurate; 
and  they  hare  probably  been  magnified  by  a  dexterous 
clergy,  well  apprised  of  the  contagion  of  example:  yet  we 
are  aaanred  by  a  judicious  historian,  who  assisted  at  the 
ceremony,  that  Bome  was  never  replenished  with  less  than 
200,000  strangers;  and  another  spectator  has  fixed  at  two 
millions  the  total  concourse  of  the  year.  A  trifling  oblation 
from  each  individual  would  accumulate  a  royal  treasure ;  and 
two  priests  stood  night  and  day,  with  rakes  in  their  hands, 
to  collect,  without  counting,  the  heaps  of  gold  and  silver 
that  were  poured  on  the  altar  of  St  Paul.**  It  was  fortu* 
nately  a  season  of  peace  and  plenty;  and  if  forage  was  scarce, 
if  inns  and  lodgings  were  extravagantly  dear,  an  inexhaust- 


•  John  Villanl  (1-  ▼I''-  c.  36)  in  the  xiith,  and  the  Chron.  Astense  in  the 
jdth  Tol.  (pp.  191,  192)  of  Murat.  Collect.  Papa  inoumerabilem  peoiiniain  ab 
•MtB  Moepit,  nam  dno  dartd,  cum  rastria,  «iei. 
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ible  supply  of  bread  and  wine,  of  meat  and  fish,  was  pro- 
vided by  the  policy  of  Boniface  and  the  venal  hospitality 
of  the  iiomans.  From  a  city  without  trade  or  industry,  all 
casual  riches  will  speedily  evaporate:  but  the  avarice  and 
envy  of  the  next  generation  solicited  Clement  the  Sixth**  to 
anticipate  the  distivnt  period  of  the  century.  The  gracious 
pontic  complied  with  their  wishes;  aHorded  Rome  this 
poor  consolation  for  his  loss;  and  justified  the  change  by 
the  name  and  practice  of  the  Mosaic  Jubilee*'  (a.D.  I860). 
His  summons  was  obeyed;  and  the  number,  zeal,  and  liber- 
ality of  the  pilgrims  did  not  yield  to  the  primitive  festival. 
But  they  encountered  the  triple  scourge  of  war,  pestilence, 
and  famine;  and  many  strangers  were  pillaged  or  murdered 
by  tlie  savage  Komans,  no  longer  modern  ted  by  the  presence 
of  their  bishop.**  To  the  impatiencH-  of  the  popes  we  may 
ascribe  the  successive  reduction  to  fifty,  thirty-three,  and 
twenty-five  years;  although  the  second  of  these  terms  is 
commensanle  with  the  life  of  Christ.  The  profusion  of  in- 
dulgences, the  reTolt  of  the  Protestants,  and  the  decline  of 
supentition,  have  much  diminislied  the  valued  the  jubilee: 
yet  eTen  the  nineteenth  and  lastfestiTal  was  ft  year  ol  pleas- 
ure and  profit  to  the  Romans;  and  a  philosophic  ndle  will 
not  disturb  the  tnumph  of  the  priest  or  the  happioeM  of  Ibe 
people.** 

In  the  beginning  of  the  elereoth  aentaiy,  Italy  wae  ecs* 
posed  to  the  feudal  tynanj,  aKke  opppesaiTO  t^  the  eover* 


**  The  two  bulls  of  BonUace  Vlll.  and  Clemeot  VL  are  iooerted  in  the 
OorptM  Jorii  Caaoniei  (Bxtrarag.  Oomrnun.  L  t.  tit  is.  c  1,  SI 

"  Tfio  HjibbaMc  ycaira  and  jubik-c's  of  the  Mosaic  law  (Car.  Sigon.  dc  Rcpub. 
HebrsB.  0pp.  iv.  L  ill.  o.  14,  16,  pp.  161,  162),  the  suspensioD  of  all  care  aud 
labor,  tha  peiiodieal  iilnaa  of  landi,  deMi,  luiilliidu,  ole.,  ma^  mm  a  Bdbto 

jdoa  l>ut  tho  oxDCUtion  would  ho  impracticablo  5ri  a  profane  republic;  and  I 
should  be  glad  to  learn  tbafc  tiiia  ruiaooa  loativai  waa  obaenred  by  tlM  Jewiah 
pcoplci 

-«  Chron.  of  Matt  Yillam  (L  i.  c.  56)  in  itm  sM  «f  Mual.  mi  Ifta 
Mem.  aur  Ja  Tie  de  Petnurq.  Ul  pn.  Xb~9B. 

**  Till  iiiitijlidl  !■  Mliwlajl  \j  If  Ohala,  »  Wkamth  nlrtrtir  a»<l»  Hagoe.  In 
his  LetL  Hiat.  et  Bo^bmC  sur  lea  Jubilea  et  ]m  Indulgenoefl;  In  Have.  1151,  3 
Tola.  Hmo;  aa  ilahoHi  and  ptoaaing  woric,  had  aot  tte  aaliMV  pnianad  ttm 
<ilMifa<it«r  of  a  polemio  to  ibat  of  a  phUoaophar. 
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eign  and  the  people.  The  rights  of  human  nature  were 
vindicated  by  her  numerous  republics,  who  soon  extended 
their  liberty  and  dominion  from  the  city  to  the  adjacent 
country.  The  sword  of  the  nobles  was  broken ;  their  slaves 
were  enfranchised;  their  castles  were  demolished;  they  as* 
sumed  the  habits  of  society  and  obedience;  their  ambition 
was  confined  to  municipal  honors,  and,  in  the  proudest  aris- 
tocracy of  Venice  or  Genoa,  each  patrician  was  subject  to  the 
laws.**  But  the  feeble  and  disorderly  government  of  Rome 
was  unequal  to  the  task  of  curbing  her  rebellious  sons,  who 
scorned  the  authority  of  the  magistrate  within  and  without 
the  walls.  It  was  no  longer  a  civil  contention  between  the 
nobles  and  plebeums  for  the  govenunent  of  the  state;  the 
barons  asserted  in  arms  their  personal  independence;  their 
palaoes  and  casUes  were  fortified  against  a  ai^;  and 
their  private  quarrels  were  maintained  by  the  numbers  of 
their  vassals  and  retainers.  In  origin  and  affection,  they 
were  aliens  to  their  country  :*'  and  a  genvine  Boman,  could 
anoh  have  been  produced,  might  have  renounced  these 
braghty  strangers,  who  disdained  the  appellation  of  citi* 
nens,  and  proudly  styled  themselves  the  princes,  of  Rome.** 
•  After  a  dark  series  of  revolutions,  all  records  of  pedigree 
were  lost;  the  distinction  of  surnames  was  abolished;  the 
blood  of  the  nations  was  mingled  in  a  thousand  channels; 
and  the  Goths  and  Lombards,  the  Greeks  and  Franks,  the 
Germans  and  Normans,  had  obtained  the  fairest  posaeesiona 
by  royal  bonnly  or  the  prerogative  of  valor.  These  exam* 
plea  might  be  readily  presumed:  but  the  elevation  of  a  He* 
brew  race  to  the  rank  of  senators  and  oonsnls  is  an  event 


*  Vont  (IMm.  zhriL)  altem  Uw  Amiab  9i  Wknmm,  ftOm,  taoa,  etc 

the  analogy  of  the  rest,  the  evidence  of  Otho  of  FriiliifMi  (da  Geit  FMd.  L  L IL 
e.  13),  and  the  lubmiMion  of  the  uaniuiit  of 

Aj  euij  as  the  year  824,  the  emperor  Lothalra  L  foond  It  azpediaoi  to 
interrogate  the  Roman  people,  to  learn  from  each  indhrtdori  bj  wiwi  Mtlwiri 
?aw  he  ohoee  to  be  governed  (Murat.  Diss.  xxU). 

*  Petrarch  attacks  these  foreigners,  the  tjranta  of  Rome,  in  a  declamation 
or  apistle,  InU  of  bold  tratha  and  absurd  pedantrj,  in  which  he  appliott  tho 
■udna.  and  eren  pr^udiM%  «<  tlitold  wwiWio  to  tho  ■ant  oi  Um  jdrth  eta« 
InijOiMn.  tti.  161-169). 
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wiihoiit  parallel  in  the  long  captivity  Ihese  mismble  eoc* 
III  the  time  cf  Lao  the  Nintb^  s  wealthy  afiid  leanied 
Jew  WW  eonrertad  to  Ohmtianily;  and  honored  at  his 
bsptiflni  with  the  name  of  his  god&ther,  the  leigning  pope. 
The  aeal  and  eonzage  of  Peter,  the  son  of  Leo,  were  signal- 
ized in  the  cause  of  Gregory  the  Seventh,  who  intrusted  his 
faithful  adherent  with  the  government  of  Hadrian's  mole, 
the  tower  of  Grescentius,  or,  as  it  is  now  called,  the  castle 
of  St.  Angelo.  Both  the  father  and  the  son  were  the  par- 
ents of  a  numerous  progeny;  their  riches,  the  fruits  of  usury, 
were  shared  witti  the  noblest  families  of  the  city;  and  so  ex- 
tensive was  their  alliance  that  the  grandson  of  tlie  proselj'te 
was  exalted  by  the  weight  of  his  kindred  to  the  throne  of 
St.  Peter.  A  majority  of  the  clergy  and  people  supported 
his  cause;  he  reigned  several  years  in  the  Vatican,  and  it  is 
only  the  eloquence  of  St.  Bernard,  and  the  final  triumph  of 
Innocent  the  Second,  that  has  branded  Anacletus  with  the 
epithet  of  antipope.  After  his  defeat  and  death,  the  poster- 
ity of  Leo  is  no  longer  conspicuous;  and  none  will  be  found 
of  the  modem  nobles  ambitious  of  descending  from  a  Jewish 
stock.  It  is  not  my  design  to  enumerate  the  Roman  fami- 
lies which  have  failed  at  different  periods,  or  those  which 
are  continued  in  different  degrees  of  splendor  to  the  present 
time."  The  old  consular  line  of  the  Frangipani  discover 
their  name  in  the  generous  act  of  breaking  or  dividing  bread 
in  a  time  of  famine;  and  such  benevolence  is  more  truly 
glorious  than  to  have  enclosed,  with  their  allies  the  Corsi,  a 
spacious  quarter  of  the  city  in  the  chains  of  their  fortiliea- 
tions;  the  tSavdUf  as  it  should  ae^  a  Sabine  race,  have 


The  origin  and  adventures  of  this  Jewish  family  are  notioed  by  Pajrf  (OHtk 
Ir.  43S,  A.D.  1124,  Nor.  3,  4),  who  dra\s'8  liin  information  from  the  Chronop. 
Manrtgniaconsis,  and  Aruiilphus  Bagiensis  de  Schismate  (in  Murat.  Scrip.  ItuL 
iii.  p.  i.  423-4.H2).  The  &ct  must  in  some  degrae  be  tnie;  JSt  I  conld  wish 
that  it  had  been  oooBy  roli>Bd,  belora  H  wm  tnnwd  into  a  reproMb  against 
the  antipope. 

**  ICimtori  baa  girea  two  dliaatt  (Ui.  and  xliL)  to  the  names.  guMiainwi, 

and  families  of  Italy,  florae  noWen.  who  prion-  in  their  domestic  fabluf ,  may  l)e 
oAsnded  with  tala  firm  and  temperate  criticism;  yei  surely  some  otuoeB  of  pore 
gold  an  of  am  talM  lllia  many  pounds  of  b«M  inttaL 
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maintained  their  original  dignity;  the  obsolete  surname  of 
the  Capizucchi  ia  inscribed  on  the  coins  of  the  first  sena- 
tors; the  Conti  preserve  the  honor,  without  the  estate,  of 
the  counts  of  Signia;  and  the  Annihaldi  must  have  been 
very  ignorant,  or  very  modest,  if  they  had  not  descended 
.  from  the  Carthaginian  hero." 

But  among,  perhaps  above,  the  peers  and  princes  of  the 
city,  I  distinguish  the  rival  houses  of  Colonna  and  Ursini, 
whose  private  story  is  an  essential  part  of  tlie  annals  of  mod- 
ern Rome.  I.  The  name  and  arms  of  Colonna"  have  been 
the  tlieme  of  much  doubtful  etymology;  nor  have  the  ora- 
tors and  antiquarians  overlooked  either  Trajan's  pillar,  or 
the  columns  of  Hercules,  or  the  pillar  of  Christ's  flagella- 
tion, or  the  luminous  column  that  guided  the  Israelites  in 
the  desert.  Their  first  historical  appearance  in  the  year 
eleven  hundred  and  four  attests  the  power  and  antiquity, 
while  it  explains  the  simple  meaning,  of  the  name.  By  the 
usurpation  of  Cav»,  the  Colonna  provoked  the  arms  of  Pas- 
chal the  Second;  but  they  lawfully  held  in  the  Campagna 
of  Rome  the  hereditary  fiefs  of  Zagarola  and  Colonna;  and 
the  latter  of  tbeee  towns  waa  probably  adorned  with  some 

*  Th«  cardinal  of  St  Gtoorge,  in  hit  poetical,  or  rather  metrical,  history  of 
the  eleelioii  and  oononation  of  Boniface  VUL  (ICurat.  Scrip.  ItaL  lU.  p.  L  641, 
etc.).  doacriboa  the  9M»  and  iMniliM  •!  Boon  at  the  oonntion  «<  BonifMe 
Till.  (▲.]>.  1295): 

Interea  iitulia  redimiti  sanguine  et  annia 
nioatreatnia  vlri  BomanA  a  atirpe  tnhcotM 

Vomou  in  cmoriroH  taDUe  virtutis  honoW 
Iniulerant  se  medios  festumque  oolebaot 
Auiata  fulgmtes  toga  sodante  eaterrft. 
Ex  ipsis  dovola  domus  pra-stanliB  ab  Ursd 
Bcdesisa,  vultumque  gereus  demiasius  altum 
Feeta  (hhmma  Joote,  necnon  Sabdha  mftta; 
Stephanidea  senior,  Comitea,  Anibalica  prolos, 
Pnefectusque  nrbis  magnum  sine  viribnH  nomen 

(1.  ii.  C.  6,  100,  pp.  648). 
The  ancient  statutes  of  Rome  (1.      o.  69,  pp.  174,  116)  distinguish  eleven  Cam- 
flies  of  barons,  who  are  oblij^od  to  swtvir  in  concilio  commiini»  before  the  sen- 
ator, that  thej  would  not  harbor  or  protect  an/  malefaolon,  outlaws,  etc.— « 
fMblo  saourit^t 

It  Is  pity  that  the  Colonna  thonisolvca  have  not  favored  the  world  with  a 
complata  and  critical  history  of  their  illuatrioua  house.   I  adhere  to  Murat. 

(Dtai.  OLVLuny. 
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iofty  pillar,  the  relic  of  a  villa  or  temple."  They  likewise 
possessed  one  moiety  of  the  ueighboring  city  of  Tusculuiu; 
a  strong  preaumption  of  their  descent  from  the  counts  of  Tus- 
culum,  who,  in  the  tenth  century,  were  the  tyrants  of  the 
apostolic  see.  According  to  their  own  and  the  public  opin- 
ion, the  primitive  and  remote  source  was  derived  from  the 
banks  of  the  Rhine;*'  and  the  sovereigns  of  Germany  were 
not  ashamed  of  a  real  or  fabulous  affimty  with  a  noble  race, 
which,  in  the  revolutions  of  seven  hundred  years,  has  been 
often  illustrated  by  merit  and  always  by  fortune."  About 
the  end  of  the  thirteenth  century,  the  most  powerful  branch 
was  composed  of  an  uncle  and  six  brothers,  all  conspicuous 
in  arms  or  in  the  honors  of  the  church.  Of  these,  Peter  was 
elected  senator  of  Rome,  introduced  to  the  Capitol  in  a  tri- 
umphant car,  and  hailed  in  some  vain  acclamations  with  the 
title  of  Caesar;  while  John  and  Stephen  were  declared  mar- 
quis of  Ancona  and  count  of  Romagna,  by  Nicholas  the 
Fourth,  a  patron  so  partial  to  their  family  that  he  has  been 
delineated  in  satirical  portraits,  imprisoned,  as  it  were,  in  a 
hollow  pillar.— Murat.  Ann.  d'ltiil.  x.  216-220.  After  his 
decease,  their  haughty  behavior  provoked  the  displeasure 
of  the  most  implacable  of  mankind.  The  two  cardinals,  the 
uncle  and  the  nephew,  denied  the  election  of  Bonifftce  the 
Eighth^  and  the  Colonna  were  oppressed  lor  a  moment  by 
his  temporal  and  spiritual  anns.***  fie  proolaimed  a  enuade 

"  Pandulph.  Piaan.  in  Vit.  Pa?chaL  n.  iu  Murat.  Scrip.  ItaL  lii.  p.  i.  335. 
The  family  baa  slill  great  possesfuoaa  in  the  Campagoa  of  Rome:  but  Uiey  have 
aBroaled  lo  the  BoajlgHod  thi>  orighua  Itef  <rf  Oobnma  (Bechhuud.  pw  S68). 

w  Te  loogSnqua  dedit  t^us  et  pascua  Rheni, 

says  Petrarch;  and,  in  1417,  a  doke  of  Ouelders  and  Jnliers  acknowledges 
rLenfant,  Hist,  dn  Ooncile  de  Oonatan.  ii.  639)  his  descent  from  the  ancestors  of 
lUniD  T.  (Okho  OoIoium):  bal  fhe  royal  antfior  of  the  Mem.  of  Brandenburg 
observes  that  the  sceptre  in  his  arms  ha8  been  confounded  with  the  column. 
To  maintun  the  Roman  origin  of  the  Colonna,  it  waa  ingenioualy  supposed 
CpteriodI  Itoaaldwofai,  to  the  Borip.  ltd.  zU.  (88)  tiiaK •  ooutai flC  fhe eDpoor 
ITero  escaped  from  the  city  and  founded  Montz  in  Qermany. 

**  I  cannot  orerkxA  the  Soman  triumph  or  ovation  of  Maroo  Antonio  Oo> 
kmna,  who  had  commanded  tite  pope's  galleys  et  the  navel  vfolory  of  Lepento 
(Thuan.  Hist.  1.  1,  iii.  66.    Murat.  Oratio  x.  0pp.  i.  180-190). 

Petnrch'a  attachment  to  the  Oolonna  has  authorised  the  abbe  de  Bade 
lo  eiqpetlele  oa  fSbm       o<  IIm  luiiilj  in  the  laurtaeotii  etattuy,  Ite  pefaecnttM 
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against  his  personal  enemies;  their  estates  were  confiscated; 
their  fortresses  on  eitlier  wide  of  the  Tiber  were  besieged  by 
the  troops  of  St.  Peter  and  thoHe  of  the  rival  nobles;  and 
after  the  ruin  of  Palestrina  or  Prasneste,  their  principal  seat, 
the  ground  was  marked  with  a  plowshare,  the  emblem  of 
perpetual  desolation.  Degraded,  banished,  proscribed,  the 
six  brothers,  in  disguise  and  danger,  wandered  over  Europe 
without  renouncing  the  hope  of  deliverance  and  revenge. 
In  this  double  hope,  the  B'rench  court  waa  their  surest  asy- 
lum: they  prompted  and  directed  the  enterprise  o£  Philip; 
and  I  should  praise  their  nrngnanimitj,  had  they  rcspeolad 
the  misfortxine  and  courage  of  the  oaptive  tyrant.  His  dril 
acts  were  annulled  by  the  Roman  peo^0|  who  veetoied  the 
honors  and  possessions  oi  the  Colonna;  and  some  estimate 
may  be  formed  of  their  wealth  by  their  losses,  oi  their  loena 
by  the  damages  oi  100^000  gold  florins  which  were  gimiited 
them  against  the  aooomplioee  and  heirs  of  the  daoaaaed  pope* 
All  the  spiritual  censures  nd  disqualifications  were  abol* 
ished'**  by  his  prudent  successors;  and  the  fortune  of  thii 
house  was  more  firmly  established  by  this  tmudent  hurri- 
cane. The  boldness  of  Soiana  Oolonna  was  signaliaad  in 
the  oaptiyity  of  Boniface,  and  long  afterward  in  the  coionft* 
tioQ  ol  Levris  of  Bavaria ;  and,  by  the  gratitude  of  the  em* 
peror,  the  pillar  in  their  arms  was  encircled  vith  a  tojal 
crown.  But  the  first  of  the  family  in  fame  and  meriiwas 
the  elder  Stephen,  whom  Petearoh  loved  and  esteemed  as  a 
hero  superior  to  ^s  omi  tunes  and  not  unworthy  ol  anoienl 
Bome.  Perseeu^n  and  exile  displayed  to  the  nations  hk 
abilities  in  pesos  and  war;  in  his  disteess  lie  was 'an  objecti 
noiol  phy,  but  of  reverenoe;  the  a^>eol  of  danger  proToked 

of  Boaifaoe  VUL  » th«  ohaiMler  U  Stephm  tad  hifl  ■oiu,  thMr  qaarrtlfl  wlA  tte 

TTraiai,  etc.  (Mem.  BUT  Mw«a^  i.  pp.  98-110,  Ufr-14S.  174-176,  222-230, 
275-280).  His  onticisin  often  rootiflas  the  heanaj  storiM  of  Villaui  and  tb« 
errors  of  tho  Lesa  diligoot  modenw.    I  oadenitMid  ttio  branch  of  Si«ptieii  to  be 

now  oxtinct. 

Alexander  III.  hiid  declared  the  Colonna,  who  adhered  to  th«  emperor 
Frederic  L,  mcHpable  of  hokliog  aay  ecdeaiaeiical  b«aeik«  (Viiiani.  L  v.  c  1.); 
and  tho  l&si  Biains  of  azuuinl  exoooimanioation  west  purified  bjr  Sixftua  V.  (Vite 
Oi  Siato  Y.  iii.  416).  Traaaon^  mriku^  and  pioMri>rtoa»  ara  oflta  tke  beal 
(itiiaa  of  anciaut  uobiiit^.  , 
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him  to  avow  his  tuune  and  oountry:  and  when  he  was  asked, 
*' Where  ia  now  ydnr  fortareaa?*'  he  laid  hia  hand  on  hia  heart, 
and  answered,  **Here.'*  He  supported  with  the  same  virtue 
the  return  of  proeperi^;  and,  tiU  the  min  of  his  declining 
age,  the  ancestors,  the  character,  and  the  children  of  Stephen 
Oolonna  exalted  his  dignity  in  the  Boman  republic  and  at 
the  court  of  Ayignon.  n.  The  Ursini  migrated  from  Spo- 
leto;'**  the  sons  of  Ursos,  as  thej  are  styled  in  the  twelfth 
century,  from  some  eminent  person  who  is  only  known  as 
the  father  of  their  race.  But  they  were  soon  distinguished 
among  the  nobles  of  Home  by  the  number  and  bravery  of 
their  kinsmen,  the  strength  of  their  towers,  the  honors  of  the 
senate  and  sscred  college,  and  the  elevation  of  two  popes, 
Celestin  the  Third  and  Nicholas  the  Third,  of  their  name 
and  lineage.'**  Their  riches  may  be  accused  aa  an  early 
abuse  of  nepotism:  the  estates  of  Si  Peter  were  alienated 
in  their  favor  by  the  liberal  Celestin;'**  and  Nicholas  was 
ambitious  for  their  sake  to  solicit  the  alliance  of  monarehs; 
to  found  new  kingdoms  in  Lombardy  and  Tuscany;  and  to 
invest  them  with  the  perpetual  office  of  senatm  cl  Bome. 
All  that  has  been  observed  of  the  greatness  of  the  Golonna 
will  likewise  redound  to  the  glory  of  the  Ursini,  their  con- 
stant and  equal  antagonists  in  the  long  hereditary  feud 

 Valljfl  te  proxima  miait, 

AppeDQinigente  qui  pimto  Tif«nti»  wjhrm 

Sp<^>leuina  metunt  armenta  greget  proterv-i. 

Monaldpsohi  (xii.  Soripw  ItaL  638)  gifw  the  UniBl  a  French  origin,  which  naj 

be  remotely  true. 

Id  the  metrical  Life  of  Oelwtin  T.,  bf  the  cardiiMl  of  8L  George  (MvnL 
iii.  p.  i.  613,  etc.),  we  find  »  huninona,  end  not  hutogiat  penagee  (L  i  e.  S,  pt, 

303,  etc.): 

geoult  qMBB  noMBi  TTms  (ZTrvtf) 

Plegenies,  Romana  domns.  veterataquo  rna^rnia 
llMeibue  in  dero,  pompasque  experta  senatCkfl, 
BeUoraflMine  nenft  grandi  stipata  parentm 
Cardineos  apices  necnon  dodum 
Papat<i8  Uerata  ton  on  s. 

Murat.  (Difls.  xlii.  torn,  iii.)  observes  that  the  first  Ursini  pontificate  of  Oeleatine 
III.  was  unknown:  he  Is  inclined  to  read  Oivf  ftrogenies. 

Filii  Ursi,  quondam  Coelestini  papm  nepotes.  de  honis  ecclenin  Romann 
ditati  (Yit.  Innocent.  III.  in  Murat.  Scrip,  iii.  i.).  The  partial  prodigality  of 
Hfchotae  III.  te  more  ceiMplcuouB  to  Ynlaiif  and  Muimloci.  Tet  the  Uratol 
would  dtodeln  the  nophews  of  a  madtrm  poptb 
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which  distracted  above  two  hundred  and  fifty  years  the  ec- 
clesiastical state.  The  jealousy  of  pre-eminence  and  power 
was  the  true  ground  of  their  quarrel;  but,  as  a  specioua 
badge  of  distinction,  the  Colonna  embraced  the  name  of 
Ghibellines  and  the  party  of  the  empire ;  the  Ursini  espoused 
the  title  of  Guelphs  and  the  cause  of  the  church.  The  eagle 
and  the  keys  were  displayed  in  their  adverse  banners;  and 
4ho  iwo  factions  of  Italy  most  fuiiouslj  raged  when  the 
origin  and  nature  of  the  dispute  were  long  sinoe  loigotten.'** 
After  the  retreat  of  the  popes  to  Avignon,  they  disputed  ia 
anne  the  vacant  republic:  and  tlie  mwchielfl  of  discord  were 
perpetuated  by  the  wretehed  oompromiae  ol  electing  eack 
jear  two  rival  aenatois.  By  their  private  hostilities,  the 
eitj  and  conntry  were  desolated,  and  the  fluctuatiiig  bal^ 
ance  inclined  with  their  alternate  raoccss.  But  none  el 
either  family  had  fallen  by  the  sword  till  the  most  re* 
aowned  ehampion  of  the  Ursini  was  surprised  and  slain  by 
the  younger  Stephen  Colonna."'  Hie  triumph  is  stained 
with  the  reproach  of  violatiiig  the  tmoe;  their  defeat  waa 
beaebf  ayenged  by  the  mwmwinatMm,  belm  the  chnieh 
dooTf  of  an  innoeeat  boy  and  hia  two  aarvaalik  Tet  the 
viotorious  Colonna,  with  an  annual  eoUeagiie^  waa  declared 
aeaator  of  Bone  during  the  tana  <rf  ftre  yean.  And  the 
moae  of  Petraioh  inipiied  a  wish,  a  hope,  a  prediction,  that 
the  generone  youth,  tiie  aon  of  his  venerable  here,  would 
restore  Borne  and  Italy  to  their  pristine  glory;  that  hia  jus* 
tice  would  extirpate  the  wolves  and  lions,  the  serpents  and 
deorv,  who  labored  to  subvert  the  eternal  basis  of  the  marble 

OOLUMH.'*' 


In  h!R  5lBt  Dissert  on  the  Itallia  Alltfc|nttiMU  JfualOti  MCphlna  th0 
futioOB  of  the  Ouolphs  and  Glubf  llincs. 

Petrarch  (i.  222-230)  has  celebraLed  tUs  viclory  ttCcorUing  to  the  Colonna; 
but  two  contemporanes,  a  Florentine  (Giov.  Villani.  I.  x.  c.  220),  and  a  Boon 
'  (Ludov.  Mon.ildesohi.  pp.  533.  534),  are  less  favorable  to  their  arms 

"*  The  abb^  de  Sade  (i.  Notes,  {»).  61-66)  baa  applied  the  vitii  Canzone  of 
Psmnb,  £^kl9  OealO;  ete.,  to8tapa«ii  Ooloiiiia  tiM  yMBgar: 

Orsi.  \\xfi,  leoni,  aquile  e  eerpf  ^  . 

Ad  una  gran  noarmorea  colonna 
FaoDO  noja  save&t*  e  i  se  daouio. 
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Character  and  Coronation  of  Petrarch  —  Restoration  of  the 
Freedom  and  Oovernment  of  Rome  hy  the  Tribune  Rienzi 
— His  Virtues  and  Vices^  his  Expuhion  and  Death — Re- 
turn of  the  Popes  from  Avignon — Great  Schism  of  the 
West — Reunion  of  the  Latin  Church — Last  Struggles  of 
Roman  Liberty — Statutes  of  Rom^ — Final  tSetUement  of  the 
Ecclesiastical  State 

IN  the  apprehension  of  modem  times,  Petrarch'  (a.d.  1804, 
June  19 — A.D.  1374,  July  19)  is  the  Italian  songster  of 
Laura  and  love.  In  the  harmony  of  his  Tuscan  rhymes, 
Italy  applauds,  or  rather  adores,  the  father  of  her  Ijrio 
poetry:  and  his  verse,  or  at  least  his  name,  is  repeated  by 
the  enthusiasm,  or  affectation,  of  amorous  sensibility.  What- 
ever may  be  the  private  taste  of  a  stranger,  his  slight  and 
superficial  knowledge  should  humbly  acquiesce  in  the  judg- 
ment of  a  learned  nation:  yet  I  may  hope  or  presume  that 
the  Italians  do  not  compare  the  tedious  uniformity  of  sonneta 
and  elegies,  with  the  sublime  compositions  of  their  epic 
muse,  the  original  wildness  of  Dante,  the  regular  beauties 
of  Tasso,  and  the  boundless  variety  of  the  incomparable 
Ariosto.  The  merits  of  the  lover  I  am  still  less  qualified 
to  appreciate:  nor  am  I  deeply  interested  in  a  metaphysical 
passion  for  a  nymph  so  shadowy  that  her  existence  has  been 
questioned;'  for  a  matron  so  prolific*  that  she  was  delivered 

*  The  Mem.  mir  la  Tie  de  Fhoi?.  Fetrarq.  (AmBter.  lT64-lTe7,  8  Tolt.  4to). 

form  a  copiouH,  original  and  entertaining  work,  a  labor  of  love,  corapoHed  from 
the  Aocurmte  atuiW  of  Petrarch  and  hie  oontemporariee;  but  the  hero  is  too  often 
loet  in  Ihe  genend  hfatoiy  of  the  age,  and  the  anfhor  too  often  langniehee  in  the 
affectation  of  pcjlitonoMS  and  gallantry.  In  Iho  preface  to  his  first  volume,  he 
enumerates  and  weighs  twentjr  Italian  biogmplierB,  who  have  profeeaediy 
treated  of  the  aame  entajeot 

*  The  allegorical  interpteUHion  prevailed  in  the  xvth  century;  but  the  wise 
commentators  were  not  egned  whether  they  should  understand  by  Laura, 

religion,  or  firtne,  or  the  bleaeed  Virgin,  or  .    See  the  prefaces  to  vols. 

land  it 

*  Lmii*  do  Vivjm,  hoim  •bout  the  jear  iaot»  ww  nunied  ia  JauMiy,  Uas^ 
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of  eleven  legitimate  children,*  while  her  amorouB  swain 
sighed  and  sung  at  the  fountain  of  Vaucluse.'  But  in  the 
eyes  of  Petrarch,  and  those  of  his  gmver  contemporaries, 
his  love  was  a  sin,  and  Italian  verse  a  frivolous  amusement. 
His  Latin  works  of  philosophy,  poetry,  and  eloquence  estab- 
lislied  his  serious  reputation,  which  was  soon  diffused  from 
Avignon  over  France  and  Italy:  his  friends  and  dis<!ij>lc8 
were  multiplied  in  every  city;  and  if  the  ponderous  vohime 
of  his  writings"  be  now  abandoned  to  a  long  repose.  Our 
gratitude  must  applaud  the  man  who  by  precept  and  ex- 
ample revived  the  spirit  and  study  of  the  Augustan  age. 
From  his  earliest  youth,  Petrarch  aspired  to  the  poetic 
crown.  The  academical  honors  of  the  three  faculties  had 
introduced  u  royal  degree  of  master  or  doctor  in  the  art  of 
poetry;'  and  the  title  of  poet-laureate,  which  custom,  rather 
than  vanity,  perpetuates  in  the  £nglish  conrli'  was  first 
invented  bjr  the  CtBsan  of  German/.   In  the  musical  games 


v>  Hughes  de  Bade,  a  Bobla  dtiMD  of  AvIgiMA,  whoM  laalouBy  waa  not  Om 

efToct  of  l<)v»,  Biiice  he  married  a  seooud  wife  within  Bcven  moutbti  o£  hi  r  d<  :uh, 
which  happened  Aoril  6,  13i8,  precieely  one-aud -twenty  yeare  after  Petrarch 
liad  eeau  and  lovad  OfT. 

*  Corpus  crebrii  nartubus  exhanstiim;  from  one  of  the^e  is  issued,  in  the 
tenth  degree,  the  ttlw^  de  Bade,  the  fond  and  grateful  biographer  of  Petrarch; 
•od  this  domestio  motiTa  bmw4  fveMilj  auggeated  the  idea  o<  bis  work,  aai 
urged  liim  to  liiqniro  into  every  circtmistancc  tlmt  could  affect  the  history  and 
character  of  his  graDdmother  (i.  122-133,  notee,  pp.  7-68,  ii.  45&-496,  not.  pp. 

*  VaucluHe,  so  familiar  to  our  English  travellers,  is  de8eri>>ed  from  the  wril- 
iogs  at  PaCrarch  aiid  the  local  knowledge  of  hte  biogn4)ber  (Mem.  i. 

It  WM,  in  trath,  tiie  fetnaat  of  a  hemte;  aod  Ilia  modMM  if  WMh  ■liiUkae 
if  they  place  Laura  and  a  happy  lover  in  the  ^Totto. 

*  Of  1,260  pages,  in  a  doae'  print,  at  Basil  in  the  xvHh  ceDtury.  \xX  withoiK 
thadafea«fliia7«ar.    Tlia  aMi*  da  fiadaaaUa  aloud  for  •  saw  adttesfPeMwek'fl 

T^tin  workn:  but  I  much  doiiht  >^  hether  it  WMlId  rtdouad  lO  tiM  yVoAiof  UM 
bookaaUer  or  the  amuaemaat  of  the  publie. 

«  Ooonitt8aldflB»a'ndfla«f  Hoaar.iB  ilia  rate iyi.dftf).  AhrnktAymm 
before  Petrarch,  St.  Fruncis  received  the  vitdt  Of  a  poet,  igA  A  ifWilaie 
iuerat  coronaias  at  exiade  xez  vetauum  dictna. 

*  Fron  Aagmtiia  to  Lania,  ilw anaa  haa  too oflan  hmmkimmA a«Ml:  tai 
I  much  doubt  whether  any  age  or  court  can  produce  a  similar  aitliMHknwit  al a 
Mtipeadiaiy  poet,  who  in  every  reig a,  and  at  all  avanta,  ia  bound  lo  liiridfA  fwioo 
a  year  a  meaauro  of  pruiae  and  vane,  mm^  aa  may  ba  tioog  ia  tlw  chapel,  and,  I 
baheva,  in  tha  preaeuoa  of  the  aovareiga.  J  apeak  the  ntore  freely,  as  the  best 
time  for  abolishing  this  ridicukxia  cuMom  ia  wUla  the  pri&oa  ia  a  man  of  fkaia 
and  tha  pool  a  wmA  al  fanina. 
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of  antiquHyi  a  priae  mm  bestowed  on  Tietor:*  the  belief 
that  Yirgil  and  Horace  had  been  crowned  in  the  Capitol 
inflamed  the  emulation  of  a  Latin  bard;**  and  the  laurel" 
waa  endeared  to  the  lover  hj  a  yerbal  resemblance  with  the 
name  of  his  mistress.  The  value  of  either  object  was  eA- 
hanoed  by  the  difficnltiea  of  the  pursuit;  and  if  the  yirtoe 
or  prodenoe  of  Laura  was  inexorable"  be  enjoyed  the  nymph 
ol  poetry.  His  yanity  was  not  of  the  most  delicate  kind;  bia 
name  waa  popular;  hiafriendawmaiotm;  tiieqpenoraeeret 
oppoattkm  61  envy  and  pnjndioe  waa  siinnountDd  by  the 
dexteritf  ol  patient  meiit  In  the  tbirfy-aixth  year  of  bis 
age  be  waa  solidted  to  aoeepl  the  objeot  of  bia  wiab«a;  sad 
on  the  same  day,  in  tiio  solitode  of  Yaodnae,  be  reoahred  » 
aimikr  and  aolenm  inntalloii  from  the  senate  of  Borne  and 
the  nniTershy  of  Plsria»  Tbekamingof  atbeokgioalioboo)| 
and  the  ignoranoe  of  %  Itmkm  oi^,  wem  aliko  nnqwdiflod 
to  bestow  the  ideal  tbongb  immortBl  wveatb  wbioh  genina 
may  obtain  firooi  tbe  free  applanaa  of  the  puUio  and  of  poi- 
teri^:  but  the  candidate  diennased  this  tronbleaomo  r^leo- 
tion,  and,  after  acme  momenta  of  cmnplaoeney  and  suspenae, 
preferred  tbe  summons  of  tiie  metropolis  of  the  world. 


•  IwrntM  (Id  PUiegTr.  L  116,  «d.  BMtiA.  Ouiteb.  lT39)ciyHi  for  hbiMlhe 

AllioUR  the  glory  of  lirst  in^tiluting  and  reconUMUding  the  wfptvmt  tux  r*.  eJBKa 
fkty^ora      i^orer  ra^ovt  «««  P>«M4<t  «AAa  xoi  Aoywy  ««»  yMtfti|f.    TbO  dXAmplO  of  the  Pana- 

ilianawwasiinitetedailMpUflmttbeOijnBiilogaa^  were  Ignonat  of  a  musiMl 

crown,  till  it  waa  extorted  by  tho  vain  tyranny  of  Noro  (Sneton.  in  Norone, 
0.  23;  PhiloeCrai.  apud  Oaaaubon  ad  locum;  Dion  Gassius,  or  Xipluiia,  L  Ixiii. 
108S-1041.    FotlBrS  Oietk  Antiq.  L  4M-4B0). 

The  CapiUiUne  games  (certameu  quinquenale.  musictim,  equestre,  gym- 
uicum)  were  instituted  bj  Domiliaa  ^ueton.  c.  4)  in  the  jear  of  Christ  86  (Gen- 
aorin.  Die  VfttaH,  e.  18,  ISO,  ad.  Baver.X  and  w«re  net  aboHahed  in  ttia 
ivth  century  (Ausonius  de  Professor.  Burdegal  V.).  If  the  crown  were  given 
to  superior  merit,  tbe  exclusion  of  Statius  (Capitolia  nostra  inflciata  lyra,  Silv. 
L  SI.  31)  may  da  bonor  to  tbe  games  of  the  Oapitol ;  but  <ha  Latin  poali  wha 
lived  before  Domitian  were  crowned  only  in  the  ptiblic  opinion. 

"  Petrarch  and  the  senators  of  Rome  were  ignorant  that  the  laurel  was  not 
tbe  Oapitoline,  but  the  Delphic,  crown  (Plin.  Hist.  Nator.  sr.  89.  Hlat  (Mt 
de  la  Repnb.  den  T^ttres.  i.  160-220).  The  victors  in  tb»  Oi^ilol  mm  UVmmuH 
with  a  garland  of  oak  leaves  (Martial,  1.  iv.  epig.  54). 

I*  The  pious  grandson  of  Laura  has  labored,  and  not  witiioul  ancoesa,  lo 
vindicate  her  a^ainat  ttM  wuiUfBa  of  tlw  gisva  iaS  tha  mmm  «C  Ite  probne 
(ii.  uotea,  16-8a>. 
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Theoeremonj  of  his  coronation"  was  performed  (a.d.  1341, 
April  8)  in  the  Capitol,  by  his  friend  and  patron  the  supreme 
magistrate  of  the  republic.  Twelve  patrician  youths  were 
arrayed  in  scarlet;  six  representatives  of  the  most  illustrious 
families,  in  green  robes,  with  garlands  of  iBowers.  accom- 
panied the  procession;  in  the  midst  of  the  princes  and  nobles, 
the  senator,  count  of  Anguillara,  a  kinsman  of  the  Colonna, 
assumed  his  throne;  and  at  the  voice  of  a  herald  Petrarch 
arose.  After  discoursing  on  a  text  of  Virgil,  and  thrice 
repeating  hia  vows  for  the  prosperity  of  Rome,  he  knelt 
before  the  throne  and  received  from  the  senator  a  laurel 
crown,  with  a  more  precious  declaration,  "This  is  the  reward 
of  merit."  The  people  shouted,  "Long  life  to  the  Capitol 
and  the  poet  I"  A  sonnet  in  praise  of  Rome  was  accepted 
as  the  effusion  of  genius  and  gratitude;  and,  after  the  whole 
procession  had  visited  the  Vatican,  the  profane  wreath  was 
suspended  before  the  shrine  of  St.  Peter.  In  the  act  of 
diploma,'*  which  was  presented  to  Petrarch,  the  title  and 
prerogatives  of  poet-laureate  are  revived  in  the  Capitol,  after 
the  lapse  of  thirteen  hundred  years;  and  he  receives  the 
perpetual  privilege  of  wearing,  at  his  choice,  a  crown  of 
laurel,  ivy,  or  myrtle,  of  assuming  the  poetic  habit,  and 
of  teaching,  disputing,  interpreting,  and  composing  in  all 
places  whatsoever,  and  on  all  subjects  of  literature.  The 
grant  was  ratified  by  the  authority  of  the  senate  and  people; 
and  the  character  of  citiaen  was  the  recompense  of  his  affec- 
tion for  the  Roman  name.  They  did  him  honor,  but  they 
did  him  justice.  In  the  familiar  society  of  Cicero  and  Livy, 
he  had  imbibed  the  ideas  of  an  aaoient  patriot;  and  his  ardent 
fancy  kindled  erery  idea  to  a  sentiment,  and  every  sentiment 
to  a  passion.  The  aspect  of  the  seven  hills  and  their  majes- 
tic mins  confirmed  ^ese  lively  impressions;  and  he  loved 

The  whole  process  of  Petrarch's  coronation  is  accurately  described  by  the 
abM  de  Bade  (i.  42&-436,  ii.  1-6,  notefl,  pp.  1-13)  from  hia  owu  whtiugti  aud 
til*  BotDMi  DiMj  ol  LodoTico  Monaldeschi,  without  nisiiiff  in  ttilt  wUiinlie 
Bamtive  the  more  recent  fables  of  Sannuccio  Delbene. 

^  The  origioal  act  is  printad  unong  the  Fieoee  JtwtifioaUrea  in  \h»  Mem.  tiv 
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a  country  by  whose  liberal  spirit  lie  had  been  crowned  and 
adopted.  The  poverty  and  debasement  of  Rome  excited  the 
indignation  and  pity  of  her  grateful  son:  he  dissembled  the 
faults  of  his  fellow-citizens ;  applauded  with  partial  fondness 
the  last  of  their  heroes  and  matrons;  and  in  the  remembrance 
of  the  past,  in  the  hopes  of  the  future,  was  pleased  to  forget 
the  miseries  of  the  present  time.  Rome  was  still  the  lawful 
mistress  of  the  world:  the  pope  and  the  emperor,  her  bishop 
and  general,  had  abdicated  their  station  by  an  inglorious 
retreat  to  the  Rhdne  and  the  Danube;  but  if  she  could 
resume  her  virtue,  the  republic  might  again  vindicate  her 
liberty  and  dominion.  Amid  the  indulgence  of  enthusiasm 
and  eloquence,*'  Petrarch,  Italy,  and  Europe  were  aston- 
ished by  a  revolution  which  realized  for  a  moment  his  most 
splendid  visions.  The  rise  and  fall  of  the  tribune  Rienzi 
will  occupy  the  following  pages:'*  the  subject  is  interesting, 
the  materials  are  rich,  and  the  glance  of  a  patriot  bard"  will 
sometimes  vivify  the  copious,  but  simple,  narrative  of  the 
Florentine,**  and  more  espeoiaUy  ci  the  Boman,'*  historian. 


*•  To  find  tho  proofs  of  hi.i  onlhuHiasm  for  Tl<irae,  I  need  only  request  that 
the  mder  would  opoa,  bj  chaDoe,  eiihor  Petnrch  <v  his  Frenoii  biographer. 
The  latter  has  deeoribed  the  poet*t  flrat  Tiait  to  Borne  (L  323-^6).  Bat  In  the 
place  of  much  idle  rhetoric  and  moralitj  Petrarch  might  have  amused  thepweeiit 
and  future  age  with  an  onginal  account  ot  the  dtj  and  hk  ooronatioo. 

**  It  has  boeu  treated  by  the  pen  oi  a  Jesuit  the  P.  du  Oer^eau,  whoee 
posthumous  work  (Conjur.  de  Nicolas  (}abrlni,  dil  de  Rlctizi  T^'ran  de  Rome, 
ea  1347)  waa  published  at  Paris  lt4S,  12nio.  I  am  indebted  to  him  for  some 
facts  and  documents  in  John  Ilocsemius,  canon  of  I^ego.  a  contemporary  his- 
torian (Fabric.  Biblio.  Lat.  Mod.  ^v.  iii.  273,  iv.  85). 

"  The  hhM  de  Bade,  who  so  freely  expatiates  on  the  history  of  the  xirth 
century,  might  treat,  as  his  proper  subject,  a  revolution  in  which  the  heart  of 
Petrarch  was  so  deeply  engi^^  (Mem.  li.  60,  61,  8SO--&17,  notes,  pp.  70-76, 
iii.  221 -24:^,  366-375)  Nol  SB  idM«r«lM»  in  tiM  WfMoga  ef  Petrareh  ha* 
probably  08c^)ed  him. 

>•  Oiovauni  Tlllanlp  L  stt.  0.  M,  IM,  in  Miwtt.  Scrl^  Btr.  ltd.  sHL  M», 
910,  981-983. 

**  III  his  iiid  volume  of  Itahan  Antiq.  (pp.  249-648),  Muratori  has  inserted 
the  Frag.  Hist.  Roman,  ab  An.  133T  usque  ad  An.  1364,  in  the  original  dialect 
of  Rome  or  Ni^plo??  in  the  xivth  century,  utid  a  Latin  version  for  the  benefit  of 
straogers.  It  conuuns  tlie  most  particuiiir  and  autbentio  life  of  Oola  (Nicholas) 
dlBimm;  which  had  been  printed  at  Braociano  1627,  4u>,  under  the  name  of 
Tomaso  Portiflooca,  who  is  only  mentioned  In  this  work  as  having  been  punished 
by  the  tribune  for  forgery.  Human  nature  ia  eearoely  capable  ot  sueh  sublime 
•ritafidinvwtiality;  biitw]MtotfwintiMaalhor«CtlMMni^{MBti»b»WNl9 
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In  a  quarter  of  the  city  which  was  inhabited  only  by 
mechanics  and  Jews,  the  marriage  of  an  innkeeper  and 
a  washerwoman  produced  the  future  deliverer  of  Rome.** 
From  such  parents  Nicholas  Rienzi  Gabrini  could  inherit 
neither  dignity  nor  fortune;  and  the  gift  of  a  liberal  edu- 
cation, which  they  painfully  bestowed,  was  the  cause  of  his 
glory  and  untimely  end.  The  study  of  history  and  elo- 
quence, the  writings  of  Cicero,  Seneca,  Livy,  Caesar,  and 
Valerius  Maximus,  elevated  above  his  equals  and  contem- 
poraries the  genius  of  the  young  plebeian:  he  perused  with 
indefatigable  diligence  the  manuscripts  and  marbles  of  antiq- 
idty  ;  loved  to  dispense  his  knowledge  in  familiar  language; 
and  was  often  provoked  to  exclaim,  "Where  are  now  these 
Bomans?  their  virtue,  their  justice,  their  power?  why  was 
I  not  bom  in  those  happy  times?""  When  the  republic 
addressed  to  the  throne  of  Avignon  an  embassy  of  the  three 
orders,  the  spirit  and  eloquence  of  Rienzi  recommended  him 
to  a  place  among  the  thirteen  deputies  of  the  commons.  The 
orator  had  the  honor  of  haranguing  Pope  Clement  the  Sixth, 
and  the  satiafactioii  of  conversing  with  Petrarch,  a  congenial 
mi&d:  but  his  aspiring  hopes  were  chilled  by  disgrace  and 
poverty;  and  the  patriot  was  reduced  to  a  single  garment 
and  the  charity  of  the  hospital.  From  this  misery  he  was 
velieyed  by  the  sense  of  merit  or  the  smile  of  iavor;  and  the 
employment  of  apostoUo  notary  afforded  him  a  daily  stipend 
ol  five  gold  florins,  a  more  honorable  and  extensiTe  oonnee- 


on  the  gpot  and  Ht  the  time,  and  paints,  withottl  design  or  art*  (be 
Boine  bud  Uie  chamcter  of  the  tribune. 

**  The  flnt  and  splendid  period  of  Rienzi,  bis  inbuuitian  government,  is 
tained  in  the  xviiith  chapter  of  the  Fragments  (pp.  399-479),  which,  in  the  now 
division,  forms  the  iid  book  of  tho  liistory  in  xxxviii  smaller  chapters  or  sections. 

'1  The  reader  maj  be  pleased  with  a  apecbiMCi  of  dM  original  idiom:  F6  da 
Boa  juventutine  nutricato  di  latte  de  eloquenUa,  bono  gfamatico,  megliore  ret- 
tuorioo,  autorista  bravo.  Deh  como  ct  quanto  era  velooe  leitore!  moito  usava 
Tito  Livio.  Seneca,  «t  TtdUo^  et  Balerio  Mai<8imo,  moito  H  dOettavs  le  magnifi- 
eentie  di  Julio  Cesaro  raccontare.  Tulta  la  die  se  spcculava  negl'  intagli  di 
marmo  lequali  iaccio  intoroo  Boma.  Non  era  altn  che  esso,  che  sapesse  lejere 
B  amiohi  patafBL  Tntto  Mriltuio  antioho  vokulMaTa:  quetM  floio  di  marmo 
Itistamente  Interpretava.  Oh  come  8pe8Bo  dioeTa,  "Dove  suoco  quelli  buoni 
koDianiT  dove  ene  loro  aomma  justitia?  poleramme  trovare  in  tempo  <dkO  quesai 
InriHiot**  -  1 
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tion,  a»d  the  right  of  contrastiiig,  both  in  words  snd  actioDS, 
his  own  integrity  witb  the  vioM  of  the  state.  The  eloqneaoe 
of  Rienzi  was  pMVApl  and  peisiiastv«:  iba  multitnde  is  always 
prone  to  envy  and  censure:  he  was  stiimlated  by  the  loss 
of  a  brother  and  the  impunity  of  the  assassins;  nor  was  it 
possible  to  ezevse  or  exaggerate  the  pablio  calamhiea.  The 
Uessings  of  peace  and  justice,  for  which  civil  Rociefej  has 
been  institated,  were  banished  from  Borne:  the  jealons  citi- 
zenS)  wbo  might  have  endnrsd  every  personal  or  pecuniary 
injury,  were  most  deeply  wounded  in  the  dishonor  of  their 
wives  and  daughters:  they  were  equally  oppressed  by  the 
anoganee  of  the  nobles  and  the  corruption  of  the  magis- 
tratos;  and  the  abuse  of  arms  or  of  laws  was  the  only  eir- 
cumatance  that  distinguished  the  lions  from  the  dogs  and 
serpents  of  the  Capitol.  These  allegorical  emblems  were 
variously  repeated  in  the  pictures  which  Biensn  exhibitsd 
in  the  streets  and  churches  ;  and,  while  the  spectators  gazed 
with  curious  wonder,  the  bold  and  ready  orator  unfolded  the 
meaning,  applied  the  satire,  inflamed  their  passions,  and 
announced  a  distant  hope  of  comfort  and  deliveranoe.  Tbe 
privileges  of  Borne,  her  eternal  sovereignty  over  her  princes 
and  provinces,  was  the  theme  of  his  public  and  pnvate  dis- 
course; and  a  monument  of  servitude  beeame  in  his  hands 
a  title  and  incentiye  of  liberty.  The  decree  of  liie  senate, 
which  granted  the  most  ample  prerogatives  to  the  emperor 
Vespasian,  had  been  inscribed  on  a  copper-plate  still  extant 
in  the  choir  of  the  church  of  St.  John  Lateran.**  A  numer- 
ous assembly  of  nobles  and  plebeians  was  invited  to  this 
political  lecture,  and  a  convenient  theatre  was  erected  for 
their  reception.  The  notaiy  appeared,  in  a  magnificent  and 
mysterious  habit,  explained  the  inscription  by  a  version  and 
commentary,**  and  descanted  with  eloquence  and  seal  on  the 


The  fragments  of  tho  Lex  Regia  may  be  found  in  the  Innoriptions  of  Grater, 
i.  842.  and  at  the  end  of  tlie  TaoituB  o<  iSrnesti,  with  iome  leamed  aotat  of  tfa* 
editor,  torn.  H. 

I  cannot  overlook  a  Btupondoas  and  laughable  blunder  of  Rienzi.  The  Lex 
Regia  empowers  Vespasian  to  enlarge  tho  Poma^ritim.  a  word  familiar  to  evwy 
antiquary.    It  was  not  ao  to  the  tribune ;  he  confounds  it  with  ponuurium,  an 
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ancient  glories  of  the  senate  and  people,  from  whom  all  legal 
authority  was  derived.  The  supine  ignorance  of  the  nobles 
was  incapable  of  discerning  the  serious  tendency  of  such 
representations:  they  might  sometimes  chastise  with  words 
and  blows  the  plebeian  reformer;  but  he  was  often  suffered 
in  the  Colonna  palace  to  amnse  the  company  with  his  threats 
and  predictions;  and  the  modem  Brutus"  was  concealed 
under  the  mask  of  folly  and  the  character  of  a  buffoon. 
While  they  indulged  their  contempt,  the  restoration  of  the 
good  estate,  his  favorite  expression,  was  entertained  among 
the  people  as  a  desirable,  a  possible,  and  at  length  as  an 
approaching,  event;  and  while  all  had  the  disposition  to 
applaud,  some  had  the  courage  to  aaaist,  their  promiaed 
deliverer. 

A  prophecy,  or  rather  a  summons,  affixed  on  the  church 
door  of  St.  George,  was  the  first  public  evidence  of  his 
designs;  a  nocturnal  (a.d.  1347,  May  20)  assembly  of  a 
hundred  citizens  on  Mount  Aventine,  the  first  step  to  their 
execution.  After  an  oath  of  secrecy  and  aid,  he  represented 
to  the  conspirators  the  importance  and  facility  of  their  enter- 
prise; that  the  nobles,  without  union  or  resources,  were 
Btrong  only  in  the  fear  of  their  imaginary  strength ;  that  all 
power,  as  well  as  right,  was  in  the  hands  of  the  people ;  that 
the  revenues  of  the  apostolical  chamber  might  relieve  the 
publio  distrees;  and  that  the  pope  himself  would  approve 
their  victory  over  the  common  enemies  of  government  and 
freedom.  After  seearing  a  faithful  band  to  protect  hia  first 
declaration,  he  procbttmed  through  the  city,  by  aound  at 
trumpet,  that,  on  the  evening  of  the  following  day,  all  per- 
sons should  a8eenil>le,  without  arms,  before  the  church  of 
St.  Angelo,  to  provide  for  the  re-eatablishment  of  the  good 
estate.  The  whole  night  was  employed  in  the  oelebratioii 


orchard,  transl&tefl  1o  Jardino  de  Roma  cioene  Italia,  and  ifl  copied  by  the  lesfl 
excusable  ignoranoe  oi  the  Latin  tranalator  (p.  406)  and  the  French  historiaa 
(p.  33).    Even  the  lavninf  of  Ifuratori  hM  iliimbMwl  Of«r  the  pMMg«. 

•*  Priori  (Bruto)  tamon  similior.  juvenis  uterque,  longe  ingenio  qnam  cujus 
■imolationem  induerat,  ut  sub  hoc  obtentu  liberator  iUe  P.  R.  aperiretur  temport 
■tto  .  .  •  nto  NcNnn*  Ue  ^jnaali  contooipCiit  (Oppi.  p.  88^ 
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of  thirty  masses  of  the  Holy  Ghost;  and,  in  the  morning, 
Bienzi,  bareheaded,  but  in  complete  armor,  issued  from  the 
church,  encompassed  by  the  hundred  conspirators.  The 
pope's  yicar,  the  simple  bishop  of  Orvieto,  who  had  been 
persuaded  to  sustain  a  part  in  this  singular  ceremony, 
marched  on  his  right  hand;  and  three  great  standards  were 
boziie  aloft  as  the  emblems  of  their  design.  In  the  first,  the 
banner  of  liberty,  Rome  was  seated  on  two  lions,  with  a  palm 
in  one  hand  and  a  globe  in  the  other;  St.  Paul,  with  a  drawn 
sword,  was  delineated  in  the  banner  of  justioef  and  in  the 
third,  St^  Peter  held  the  keys  of  concord  and  peace,  Biemd 
was  enoooraged  by  the  presence  and  applause  of  aA  innumer* 
able  orowd,  who  understood  little  and  hoped  muoh ;  and  the 
procession  slowly  rolled  forward  from  the  castle  of  St.  An- 
gelo  to  the  CapitoL  His  triumph  was  diatorbed  by  some 
secret  emotions  which  he  labored  to  suppress:  he  ascended 
withoat  opposition,  and  with  seeming  confidence,  the  citadel 
of  tbe republic;  harangued  the  people  from  the  balcony;  and 
receired  the  most  flattering  confirmation  of  his  acts  and  laws. 
The  nobles,  as  if  destitute  of  arms  and  connsels,  beheld  in 
silent  consternation  this  strange  VdYolntion;  and  the  moment 
had  been  pmdentlj  chosen,  when  the  most  formidable, 
Stephen  Golonna,  was  absent  irom  the  city.  On  the  first 
rumor  he  retained  to  his  palace,  affected  to  despise  this 
plebeian  tumult,  and  declared  to  the  messenger  of  Bienzi 
that  at  his  leisure  he  would  cast  the  Tna<lma.n  from  the  win* 
dowB  of  the  CapitoL  The  great  bell  instantly  rang  an  alarm, 
and  so  rapid  was  the  tide,  so  urgent  was  the  danger,  that 
Oolonna  escaped  with  precipitation  to  the  jiaborb  d  St,  Lau* 
rence:  from  thence,  after  a  moment's  refreshment,  he  con 
tinned  the  same  speedy  career  till  be  reached  in  safety  bis 
castle  of  Palestrina;  lamenting  bis  own  improdence,  which 
had  not  trampled  the  spark  of  this  mighty  conflagration.  A 
geneial  and  peremptory  order  was  issued  from  the  Capitol 
to  all  tbe  nobles,  that  they  should  peaceably  retire  to  their 
estates:  they  obeyed;  and  their  departnie  secured  tbe  tran- 
quillity of  tiie  free  and  obedient  citisens  of  Bome. 
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Bui  moh  volantary  obedieBoe  eraporalts  inib  the  first 
tnniporiB  of  seal;  and  Bienzi  fell  Urn  Jkuportanoe  d  justify* 
ing  Ids  VBurpatioii  by  a  regular  lorm  and  a  legal  title.  At 
bis  OWB  ckoioe,  the  Soman  people  would  have  displayed 
thwr  ■thwhmmnt  ind  anthority,  by  Imduog  on  his  kaad  tba 
nsBiMof  senator  or  ooasol,  of  king  or  emperor:  ho  psofatfoi 
the  anoitnl and  modest appeUntioQ  of  triAnmo;  thepvoteetBSB 
e<  the  oonmoDO  was  the  esseneo  ol  tlMt  aasted  office;  oai 
they  were  ignorant  that  it  had  aovor  keen  inTested  with  angr 
shue  in  the  legislative  or  ezeonliTo  powaiaof  the  iopaUb» 
In  ibis  ohaiaoter,  and  wUh  the  ooaaent  ol  the  Bomaas,  iSbm 
tsibnne  eweted  the  most  salotary  lawn  £or  the  restoratm 
and  maintenance  ol  the  good  estate.  Bjtho  lint  he  fnlfla 
the  wiah  el  honesliy  and  inesperienee,  thai  no  emi  aol 
ihooid  be  prottaoted  beyond  the  tenn  of  Meea  daya*.  The 
dang^  el  frognewt  pei}uy  mii^t  jost^y  the  pfomian^g 
agafaiat  afche  aeonaer  the  aame  peaallgr  wlMi  bis  OTideoee 
woild bwpa inffiotadt  Ibediaeidnaof  tbetfanea  might  oon» 
pal  the  l^jiifaijloi  to  pwidi  oe«7  booMie  wi^ 
eraylnjwy  with  eqnal  iitiliatinii.  B«l  ibe  easentften  ol 
yvlise  wM  bopeliM  tifi  be  M  pmiowly  ift» 
lyrannj  ol  the  noblaa.  It  waa  tenalLy  poovided  that  nooe^ 
except  the  eapieme  magiatvaley  abonld  possei  or  ooamnaiid 
the  gates,  bridges^  or  towers  ol  the  state;  that  no  piiTate 
ganiaons  sboold  be  intiodnoed  into  the  towna  or  oaatles  ol 
titoBomantemtoiy;  that  none  ahookibevasma  or  pieanmo 
to  fortify  hia  honaainthe  elljf  or  eonntiy;  that  the  barona 
eboald  be  lespcnaiblo  for  tiie  salefy  el  the  highways  and  the 
free  passage  ol  pRmsions;  and  that  the  peoteetion  ol  male* 
faotoxa  and  vabim  shonid  be  expurted  bye  fine  ol  1,000 
marha  ol  rihrei^  Bnt  these  legnUtioBe  would  have  been 
impotent  and  nngatory,  had  n<ft  the  Koentkma  nobles  bent 
awed  bf  the  aword  of  the  civil  power.  A  sodden  alani 
from  tbe  bell  ol  €ie  Ci^itel  eonld  still  snmmon  to  tiie  stand* 
ard  above  20,000  volnnteerB:  the  Bupport  of  tbe  tribnne  and 
the  kwa  required  a  mofo  regular  and  permanent  foioe.  In 
each  harbor  d  Ibe  coaati  a  vossei  was  atationed  for  tboaaam^ 
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ance  of  commerce;  a  standing  militia  of  860  horse  and  1,800 
foot  was  levied,  clothed,  and  paid  in  the  thirteen  quarters 
of  the  city:  and  the  spirit  of  the  commonwealth  may  bo 
traced  in  the  grateful  allowance  of  100  florins,  or  pounds, 
to  the  heirs  of  every  soldier  who  lost  his  life  in  the  ser- 
vice of  his  country.  For  the  maintenance  of  the  public 
defence,  for  the  establishment  of  granaries,  for  the  relief  of 
widows,  orphans,  and  indigent  convents,  Rienzi  applied, 
without  fear  of  sacrilege,  the  revenues  of  the  apostolic 
chamber:  the  three  branches  of  hearth-money,  the  salt-duty, 
and  the  customs  were  each  of  the  annual  produce  of  100,000 
florins;"  and  scandalous  were  the  abuses  if,  in  four  or  five 
months,  the  amount  of  the  salt-duty  could  be  trebled  by  his 
judicious  economy.  After  thus  restoring  the  forces  and 
finances  of  the  republic,  the  tribune  recalled  the  nobles  from 
their  solitary  independence;  required  their  personal  appear- 
ance in  the  Capitol;  and  imposed  an  oath  of  allegiance  to 
the  new  goyemment  and  of  submission  to  the  laws  of  the 
good  estate.  Apprehensive  for  their  safety,  but  still  more 
apprehensive  of  the  danger  of  a  refusal,  the  princes  and 
barons  returned  to  their  houses  at  Borne  in  the  garb  of  sim- 
ple and  peaceful  eitiiens:  the  Colonna  and  Ursini,  the  Savelli 
and  I'lMigipani,  were  confounded  before  the  tribunal  of  a 
plebeian,  of  the  vile  buffoon  whom  they  had  so  often  derided, 
and  their  disgrace  was  aggravated  by  the  indignation  which 
they  yainly  struggled  to  disguise.  The  same  oath  was  sno- 
eessiyelj  pronounced  by  the  several  orders  of  sodety,  the 
dergy  and  gentlemen,  the  judges  and  notaries,  the  merchants 
and  artisans,  and  the  gradual  deeoent  was  marked  by  the 
increase  of  sincerity  and  zeal.  They  swore  to  live  and  die 
with  the  republic  and  the  church,  whose  interest  was  artfully 
united  by  the  nominal  association  of  the  bishop  of  Orvieto, 
the  pope's  vicar,  to  the  office  of  tribune.  It  was  the  boast 

w  In  one  MS.  I  read  (1.  ii.  o.  4,  p.  409)  perfumante  quatro  goUi,  in  another 
«ntro  JlorM,  an  tmportaDt  Tarielj,  afiioa  «m  florin  was  worth  ten  Roman  joNM 
(Murat.  diss,  zxviii.)-    The  former  reading  would  giye  us  a  population  of  26,000 
tiw  latter  of  250,000  families:  and  I  much  fear  that  tha  foroMr  ia  more  oonaistent 
With  tha  daoi^  ol  Bmm  MdlkBrMriloqr. 
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of  Bienai  that  he  kad  deliTm4  tbe  tfaEfona  and  pstrimonj  dF 
St  Peter  from  a  rebellious  aristocraej;  and  Clement  the 
Siztk,  who  rejoiced  in  its  iall,  affected  to  believe  the  profes- 
8100%  to  applaad  the  merits,  and  to  confirm  the  title,  of  his 
inistj  aervaBL  The  8|>eech,  perhaps  the  mind,  of  the  trib- 
nne  was  inspired  with  a  lively  regard  for  the  pnritj  of  die 
faith;  he  insiuiialed  hiaekuni  to  a  enpemaioral  miflsiaii  from 
the  Holy  Ghost;  enforced  hja  heavy  forfeitnre  iSbo  annnal 
duty  of  coBfession  aad  eommunion ;  and  strictly  guarded  the 
epiritaal  aa  well  aa  teaporal  weKare  of  his  f aiUif nl  people." 

Kerer  pezhi^  has  ^e  energy  and  effect  of  a  single  mind 
been  more  remarkably  felt  than  in  the  sudden,  though  traa* 
alent,  refocmatioa  ol  Borne  by  the  tribnne  Riena.  A  den 
of  lohbem  waa  oonveited  to  the  discipline  of  a  eamp  or  oon- 
yent:  patient  to  liear,  awift  to  redreaa,  ineoDDimble  to  pnmshi 
hia  tribunal  waa  always  aooeasible  to  tbe  poor  and  atrangerf 
nor  eonld  bixtb,  or  digniliy,  or  tbe  imBsonHieB  of  the  obniclit 
protect  the  offender  or  bis  acoompIieeB.  The  privileged 
bcmaWt  tbe  private  aanotuniea  in  Bome,  on  which  no  oi^ser 
oi  jnatioe  wonld  piemme  to  trospaoa,  were  abdiabed;  and 
be  applied  the  timber  and  uon  of  their  banneadea  in  tbe 
fartiAoatkma  of  the  Oapitol.  The  renerable  Mier  of  tbe 
Golonn*  waa  exposed  in  hia  own  palace  to  the  doable  shame 
'  of  being  deairona,  and  of  b^ng  nnaUe,  to  protect  a  oriminaL 
A  nral%  with  a  jar  of  oil,  had  been  stolen  near  Oapranioa; 
and  the  loidf  of  tbe  Urrini  family,  waa  condemned  to  reatore 
tbe  damage,  and  to  disebaige  a  fine  td  400  florina  for  bis 
negligence  in  guarding  the  bigbways^  Kor  were  the  persons 
ci  tbe  baiona  more  inviolate  than  tbeb  lands  or  houses;  and, 
either  firom  aceidenit  or  deaign,  tbe  saase  impartial  rigor  waa 
exerdaed  against  tbe  beads  of  tbe  adverse  faotiona.  Peter 
AgapetOolonna,  who  bad  hiaaself  been  senator  of  Borneo  was 
airerted  in  the  slnet  for  injury  or  debt;  and  Justice  was  ap- 
peaaed  by  the  tardy  exeontion  of  Martin  Ursini,  who,  among 


**  Rocamdm,  p.  S9S,  apud  du  Certjem^  UfuL  de  Rienzi,  p.  194.  Tbe  Mu^n 
trlboDtUaa  laws  may  be  found  im  tho  Bmm  blllBfiaa  (wliaiii  lor  breritgr  I  abaH 
name)  Fortitiocca,  L  ii.  c.  4. 
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Ms  various  acts  of  violence  and  rapine,  had  pillaged  a  ship- 
wrecked vessel  at  the  mouth  of  the  Tiber."  His  name,  the 
purple  of  two  cardinals,  his  uncles,  a  recent  marriage,  and 
a  mortal  disease,  were  disregarded  by  the  inflexible  tribune, 
who  had  chosen  his  victim.  The  public  officers  dragged  him 
from  his  palace  and  nuptial  bed:  his  trial  was  short  and  satis- 
factory: the  bell  of  the  Capitol  convened  the  people:  stripped 
of  his  mantle,  on  his  knees,  with  his  hands  bound  behind  hia 
back,  he  heajrd  the  sentence  of  death;  and,  after  a  brief  con* 
feBsion,  Uraiiii  was  led  away  to  the  gallows.  After  such  an 
•zamplei  none  who  were  conscious  of  guilt  could  hopo  ior 
impuni^,  and  the  flight  of  the  wicked,  the  liceutiona,  and 
the  idle,  soon  purified  the  city  and  territory  of  Bome.  In 
thia  time  (saya  the  historian)  the  woods  began  to  r^joloe  that 
ihey  were  no  longer  infested  with  robbers;  the  oxen  began 
to  plow;  lihe  pilgrims  visited  the  sanctuaries;  the  roads 
and  inns  were  replenished  with  travellers;  trade,  plenty,  and 
good  faith  were  restored  in  the  markets;  and  a  purse  of 
gold  might  be  exposed  without  danger  in  the  midst  of  the 
highway.  As  soon  as  the  life  and  property  of  the  snbjeot 
are  seonre,  the  labors  and  rewards  of  industry  spontaneonsly 
revive:  Borne  was  still  the  metropolis  of  the  Christian  world; 
and  the  fame  and  fortonea  of  the  tribune  were  diiTused  in 
every  country  by  the  strsngera  who  had  enjoyed  the  bless- 
ings of  bis  government. 

The  deliverance  of  his  country  inspired  Kienzi  with  a 
vast,  and  perhaps  visionary,  idea  of  uniting  Italy  in  a  great 
federative  republic,  of  which  Borne  should  be  the  ancient 
and  lawful  hoady  and  the  ftee  cities  and  princes  the  members 


*  Vnrtifloooft*  L  I.  &  11.  from  Am  MMMNiiit  of  Uife  shtpwraek,  learn 
■omo  circumstances  of  the  trado  and  navigation  of  ilie  ago.  1.  Tho  ship  was 
Imilt  and  freighted  at  Naolee  for  the  ports  of  Maraeiiles  and  Avignon.  2.  The 
MlkMS  WOTB  of  Vaplot  tu  Um  Ue  ol  CBiMrift,  leM  ikUfal  tiiMi  Ihow  of  9U0ef 
and  Gonoa.  3.  The  navigation  from  Manj^oillen  was  a  coasting  voyaf^  to  the 
mouUi  of  (he  Tiber,  wImto  thej  took  shelter  in  a  storm,  but,  initoart  of  finding 
tho  ourrant,  anfortunaMf  nui  od  a  tlMMl;  tho  veaael  mm  stmnded,  tfie  aMfteers 
MCtpoil  4.  The  cargo,  which  was  pillaged,  consisted  of  the  revenue  of  Pro- 
vanoa  for  the  rojral  treMury,  many  bags  of  pepper  and  cinnamon,  and  balee  oi 
Ikwidiclollv  tDtl»iiliii«c  20,000  flMias:  anilipflBa 
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ftud  mnnnirtni  Mb  pen  was  not  lem  tAoqnmi  Ikam  hia 
tongue;  and  his  nmneKwa  epbriks  were  deUTerad  to  swift 
aad  tnstj  measengm.  On  foot,  with  a  white  wand  ia  their 
handy  they  tnvened  the  forests  and  monntaiiia;  enJoTod, 
in  the  most  hostile  states,  the  saeted  eeonritjof  araboMa* 
dofs;  and  re^rtedt  ta  the  style  of  flatleiy  or  tnith,  that  the 
highwajB  aloQg  their  passage  weie  lined  with  knefliiog  mnl* 
titadesi  who  inploiied  heayen  for  the  sneeess  of  their  under- 
takiag.  CooM  pasnonliaye  listened  to  reason ;  oooldpiiTate 
inteiest  hare  yielded  to  tiie  pubHe  welfm;  the  supieaia 
thbnnal  and  oonfedetate  onion  of  the  Italian  repobHo  might 
have  healed  their  intestine  diseord  and  closed  the  Alps 
against  the  Barbariana  of  the  Borlh.  But  the  pi-opitions 
season  had  elapsed;  and  if  Tenioe,  Florence,  Senna,  Pern- 
gia,  and  many  inferior  oitiea,  offered  tiieir  lires  and  forUmes 
to  the  good  estate,  the  lyranto  of  Lombardy  and  Tosoany 
must  despise,  or  hate,  the  plebeian  anthor  of  a  free  constito- 
tion.  From  them,  however,  and  from  erery  part  of  Italy, 
the  tribune  received  the  most  friendly  and  respeetf nl  an- 
swers: they  were  followed  by  the  ambassadoTB  of  the  prinees 
and  republies;  and  in  this  teeign  conflux,  on  all  the  occa* 
siona  of  pleaaurs  or  bueiness,  the  low-bom  notary  could  as- 
sume liie  familiar  or  majestic  courtesy  of  a  sovereign.**  The 
most  glorious  olnnunstenoe  of  his  reign  was  an  appeal  to  his 
justice  from  Lewis,  king  of  Hungary,  who  oompbuned  that 
his  brother,  and  her  husband,  had  been  perfidiously  stran- 
gled by  Jane,  queen  of  Naples:**  her  guilt  or  innocence  was 
pleaded  in  a  solemn  trial  at  Borne;  but,  after  hearing  the 
advocates,**  the  tribune  adjourned  this  weighty  and  invid- 

"  It  WHS  tbiiH  that  Oliver  Croinwell'B  old  iicquaintAnco,  who  ramorabered  his 
▼ulfMr  and  ungracious  entitmoe  Into  the  Hooae  of  CkmunooB,  were  astooiabed 
UmBmm  wui  aajenty  of  the  prolMlor  on  Ma  Oraoe (Harrti'fl  Uh of  Oram- 
well,  pp.  27-34.  f  rn  Clarendon.  Wftrwick.  WhiUlockc.  "Waller,  etc.).  Tha 
omaoiouaaeaa  U  merit  aad  power  will  aometimes  elerale  tbe  manoera  U>  ibo 
atalloa. 

"  Okueea,  dronmstanoefl,  and  efFecta  of  the  doeth  of  Andrew,  In  Qfannone 
(iL  L  zxiii.  220-129).  and  the  Life  of  Petrarch  (Mem.  U.  143-148.  245-250. 
8Ti-8T9.  notes,  pp.  21-37).    The  ahM  de  Bade  wUh»$  (o  extenuate  her  gtiflt. 

*  Tlio  advocHfe  who  plpftiifni  apiinflt  Jane,  could  add  noihisff  to  the  logical 
ioroe  and  btofUj  of  hM  analar'a  epsttak  JofaaoMl  iootdinala  nta  pnwedenib 
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plsoMk  PfllnBok  bed  ben  Ae  privele  iteid,  piKbepe  the 
iMMiHit  floneniillnr  ef  Bieeas  Ue  vrilliifli  bSMlhe  the  miefe 
,  aedenl  epiziieC  pakiatiia  aad  joy;  and  ell  leipaei  lor  IktB 
pope,  all  giattede  lor  the  OolooMy  nae  ketai  the  luperior 
datioeof  aBensaeiteB.  The  poat-laMeile  el  the  Oaphol 
nwiatidBi  the  ee^  epplrade  the  heeei  end  Biiii^ei  vitii  ecMee 
apprehenaen  and  edme  the  mel  kAj  hopie  el  the  ftt^ 

While  PMnnh  iediilged  Iheae  prophelie  Tnioea,  Ihe 
Booiaii  heio  vae  tet  deoBiilBg  ffem  the  meridlaa  ef  iMae 
and  poller;  and  Ae  people,  who  had  gaaad  iMk  aitomirii* 
ment  on  tin  aeoedti]^  laetaor,  began  to  auffk  Ihe  hieg^ 
d  iti  eemae  and  the  TioinritedeB  el  li^  and  obeenrity. 
More  eletfeeact  tinui  jndioiena,  moie  entaipiieiDg  titan  leeo* 
intOi  tiie  laoiihlae  d  BienM  were  not  baknoed  by  eool  and 
oonaaanding  leaaon:  he  magnified  in  a  tenfold  proportion 
tiie  objeoli  of  hope  and  fear;  and  pmdenoe,  whieh  eonld  not 
haTO  ereetody  did  not  preevme  to  fortify,  hhi  throne.  In  the 
Uaae  ol  proapeei^  hie  Tirtoea  were  ineenaibly  tinolered  with 
tiie  adjaoent  vices;  joatioe  with  omel^,  liberality  with  pro- 
fosion,  and  the  deaire  ol  faaae  with  paerile  and  oelenlatione 
vanity.  He  might  have  learned  that  Ihe  anoient  tfibnnea, 
BO  strong  and  sacred  in  the  poblio  opinion,  weie  not  die* 
ti^gniahed  in  style,  habit,  or  ai^>earance,  from  an  ordinaiy 
pldbeian;*  and  tiiat  as  often  as  they  visited  the  oity  on  foot. 


Ntntio  potastatis  \h  regno,  iMgleete  ^MMm,  vfr  allar  MMwptm.  et  ttcvmtio 

BDbsequeDB,  necis  Tir!  tni  te  prohunr  fiitsM  partictpem  et  cCMOfflWil.  Jane  oC 
Saples,  and  Mary  of  Scotland,  have  a  singular  conformttj. 

•  Bpit  Hortatoria  da  OipwMda  Bepokt.  flnn  FMnmh  to  HIMm  RliiMl 
(0pp.  pp,  5SI  t4e)o«j  Hio  nb  odoguo  or  ptnonrf,  %  porpolMl  oad  oboeuv 

*  b  UoBMBOnQiiweoiM^  Floloraft  fOpotenl.  i  SM.  od.  Ome.  Ron.  Btopli.) 

Statcn,  on  the  most  constitutional  principlo!^.  ihc  simplf*  (rrcfttne«8  of  the  triVmncs, 
who  were  not  properly  magistratefl,  but  a  check  on  magistrac;-.    It  was  their 


Hnagarian.  Beyond  the  Alpa, 
the  Mvolntion  waa  Ihe  theme  c 
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a  single  viator f  or  beadle,  attended  the  exercise  of  their  office. 
The  Graoohi  would  have  frowned  or  smiled  could  tbej  have 
read  the  sonorous  titles  and  epithets  of  their  successor, 
'^Nicholas,  beyebk  and  xbbgiful;  dkliverbb  of  Bomb; 
jmrnm  of  Italy;'*  FBixin>  of  mankind,  and  of  lib- 
erty, FBAOX,  AND  JUBTIOX;  TRIBUNE  AUGUST":  his  the- 
atrical pagea&to  had  prepared  the  revolutuNif  but  Rienai 
abused,  in  luxoiy  Ukd  pride,  the  political  maziin  of  speak- 
ing to  the  eyes,  as  well  as  the  understanding,  of  the  multi* 
tnde.  From  nature  he  had  received  the  gift  of  a  handsome 
person,'*  till  it  was  swelled  and  disfigured  bj  intempenuioe; 
and  his  propensity  to  laughter  was  corrected  in  the  magis- 
trate by  the  afieotation  of  grayity  and  elenuieiB.  He  was 
clothed,  at  least  on  public  occasions,  in  a  party-colored  robe 
of  velvet  or  satin,  lined  with  fur  and  embroidered  iril^  gold: 
the  rod  of  justice,  which  he  carried  in  bis  hand,  was  a  sceptre 
of  polished  steel,  crowned  with  a  globe  and  cross  of  gold, 
and  enclosing  a  small  fragment  of  the  true  and  holy  wood. 
In  his  civil  and  religious  processions  through  the  oi^  he 
rode  on  a  white  steed,  the  symbol  of  royalty:  the  great 
banner  of  the  republic,  a  sun  with  a  circle  of  stars,  a  dove 
with  an  olive  branch,  was  displayed  over  his  head;  a  shower 
of  gold  and  silver  was  scattered  among  the  popiilaoe;  fifty 
guards  with  halberds  encompassed  his  person;  a  troop  of 
horse  preceded  his  march;  and  their  cymbals  and  trumpets 
were  ol  massy  silver. 

The  ambition  of  the  honors  of  chivalry**  betrayed  the 


and  Petrarch  himself,  were  incapable  perhaps  of  rexiing  a  Greek  philoao^er; 
but  they  might  have  imbibed  the  same  modwt  dootrinee  from  their  flavorHe 
Latins.  lArj  and  Valerius  Maximus. 

»  I  could  not  express  in  English  the  forcible,  though  barbarous,  tiUe  of 
Zelator  Italia,  which  Bieiud  assuiMd. 

**  Kn  bell'  homo  (L  U.  c.  1,  p.  399).  It  is  remarkable  that  the  riso  sarcastloo 
of  tht'  Bracciano  edition  is  wanting  in  the  Roman  MS.  from  which  Muratori  lUM 
given  thu  text.  In  his  flecond  reign,  when  he  is  painted  almoat  M  a  HIOMtar, 
Blensi  travea  una  vontresc<a  toua  ttkmldtk  a  mooo  4*  voo  Ablwte  Ailano  or 
AiininoO-  iii.  c.  18,  p.  523). 

*  Strange  aM  it  may  seoni,  this  festival  was  not  without  a  precedent.  In  the 
year  1327,  two  barona,  a  Colonna,  and  a  Uraini,  the  anal  balance,  were  created 
knlffhls  by  the  Roman  people:  their  bath  was  of  rose-water,  their  beds  were 
iewad  wUh  ro/al  magniflceaoe,  and  thejr  were  served  at  Sk  Maria  of  Araoeli 
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meaniMM  of  bit  birtk  aad  degimded  Hie  impertaBee  of  hia 
offic&f  and  tbe  •qvestrian  tribune  was  not  less  odioofl  to  the 
nobles  whom  he  adopted  tkan  to  the  plebcnuu  wkom  ko 
doMrtedL  Ail  that  yet  remained  of  trea^ire,  or  Inxnrj,  or 
91%,  was  exhausted  on  thai  solemn  day  (a.d.  1847,  Aug.  1). 
Bienci  lad  tiie  procesMi  fmn  the  Capitol  to  the  Xistenin; 
tiwrtedioiiBess  of  the  way  was  relieved  with  decorations  and 
games;  the  ecclesiastioaly  eivil,  and  military  orders  marched 
nnder  their  varions  bannefs;  the  Roman  ladies  attended  his 
wiiii;  and  the  ambasaadm  otf  Italy  naght  kradly'  applaad^ 
or  uwotly  deride,  the  novelty  of  the  pOB&p.  In  the  even* 
ing,  when  they  had  reached  the  chnroh  ai^  palade  of  Con> 
stantine,  he  thanked  and  dismissed  the  Bnmerow  aasembly, 
witii  an  invitation  to  the  festival  of  the  ensning  day.  From 
the  hands  of  a  venerable  knigbt  he  received  tke  order  of  the 
Holy  Ghost;  tke  jmrification  of  the  batii  was  a  previoiueeNh 
mony ;  bntin  no  afeep  of  his  Mie  did  Biena  ezeite  aooh  seao^ 
dal  and  oensinre  as  by  tiie  profane  nse  of  the  porphyry  yaoe 
in  whieh  Ocnitintino  (a  foolish  legend)  bad  been  beiM  of 
bin  hip—ay  bj  P<^  Sjlveater.**  With  eqnal  prarampCien 
tbo  tribnne  watched  or  nposed  wMiin  the  eoaneorated  pse* 
oinoti  of  tiio  biytiBtety;  nd  the  iattnre  of  bis  stBte»bed  mm 
intspxetid  as  an  omen  of  bsa  i^pproadlkig  dewnfaO.  At  tiie 
hour  of  wonbip  be  sbowed  biinedf  to  tfenr  letoming  omris 
in  n  malsBtio  attitude^  with  a  nbe  of  purple,  bia  swoid,  and 
gilt  spnxaf  b«t  tbe  boly  litos  were  ooon  intexrapted  bin 
levity  and  inaolenoe.  Bising  horn  bis  throne,  and  adyaiie- 
ing  towasd  tlM  oongregatien,  be  pnx^Mmed  in  a  loud  Toiee: 
We  snmnm  to  onr  ftribnnal  Pope  Olement;  and  eonmand 
him  to  Mide  in  bis  diooese  of  Bone;  we  ako  snmmon  the 
saoied  eoUege  of  cardinsHs^**  We  again  smnmon  the  two 

Id  the  Capitol,  by  the  twen^-eight  htoni  hmomini.  They  afterward  reoeired 
from  Robert,  king  of  Naples,  the  sword  of  chiralry  {Hint.  Som.  I  f.  c.  9,  p.  M9)l 
All  partieB  believed  in  the  leprosy  and  batn  of  CoofltAiitine  (Petrardi, 
Epist.  Famtt.  ti,  2.),  and  Rioosi  justiHed  his  own  conduct  by  ohf*erring  to  the 
court  of  Arignon  that  a  vane  which  had  been  need  by  a  Pagan  could  not  be  pro- 
Iwad  by  •  pioiia  Obrietian.  Tet  thie  crime  is  spedlM  la  tto  bsH  of  •noB- 
■Himioa  (Hocrcmins,  apod  du  Cer^u,  p.  189). 

*  TblB  mtM  wiimnona  ol  Fope  Otoneal  VL,  which  reals  an  tta  authacft|f 
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pretenders,  Charles  of  Bohemia  and  Lewis  of  Bavaria^  who 
style  themselves  emperors:  we  likewise  summon  all  the 
electors  of  Germany,  to  inform  us  on  what  pretence  they 
have  usurped  the  inalienable  right  of  the  Roman  people,  the 
ancient  and  lawful  sovereigns  of  the  empire." Unsheath- 
ing his  maiden-sword,  he  thrice  brandished  it  to  the  three 
parts  of  the  world,  and  thrice  repeated  the  extravagant 
declaration,  '*And  this  too  is  minel"  The  pope's  vicar, 
the  bishop  of  Orvieto,  attempted  to  check  this  career  of 
folly;  but  his  feeble  protest  was  silenced  by  martial  music j 
and,  instead  of  withdrawing  from  the  assembly,  he  consented 
to  dine  with  his  brother  tribune,  at  a  table  which  had 
hitherto  been  reserved  for  the  supreme  pontifi.  A  banquet, 
such  as  the  Ciesars  had  given,  was  prepared  for  the  Romans. 
The  apartments,  porticoes,  and  courts  of  the  Lateran  were 
spread  with  innumerable  tables  for  either  sex  and  every 
condition;  a  stream  of  wine  flowed  from  the  nostrils  of  Con- 
Stan  tine's  brazen  horse;  no  complaint,  except  of  the  scarcity 
of  water,  could  be  heard;  and  the  licentiousness  of  the 
multitude  was  curbed  by  discipline  and  fear.  A  subsequent 
day  was  appointed  for  the  coronation  of  Rienzi;**  seven 
crowns  of  different  leaves  or  metals  were  successively  placed 
on  his  head  by  the  most  eminent  of  tlie  Roman  clergy;  they 
represented  the  seven  gifts  of  the  Iloly  Ghost;  and  he  still 
professed  to  imitate  the  example  of  the  ancient  tribunes. 
These  extraordinary  spectacles  might  deceive  or  flatter  the 
people;  and  their  own  vanity  was  gratified  in  the  vanity  of 
their  leader.  But  in  his  private  life  he  soon  deviated  from 
the  strict  rule  of  frugality  and  abstinence;  and  the  plebeians, 
who  were  awed  by  the  fiplendor  of  the  nobles,  were  provoked 
by  the  luxury  of  their  equal.    His  wife,  his  son,  his  uncle 

of  the  Romaii  historian  and  a  Tatteaa  MS.,  to  dtopoted  hj  the  biographer  oC 
Petrarch  (ii.  not.  70-76)  with  arsumeDte  rather  of  decency  than  of  we%bfe.  TlM 
Ooort  ot  ATignon  might  not  chooae  to  agitate  this  delicate  queetion. 

"  The  aammons  of  the  two  rival  emperors,  a  monument  of  freedom  and  foUy, 
laaOEtant  in  Hocsemius  (Cer^u,  pp.  163-166). 

*  It  ia  aingiihir  that  the  Roman  historian  should  have  overlooked  this  seven- 
loU  eofWHrtkMi,  which  ia  aufflcientlj  proved  hj  internal  evidenoe  and  the  leeti' 
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(a  barbor  ia  iusa»  mA  ptaUmom),  wxj^cmed  the  coninMit  ct 
ynlgarnanneTs  and  prinoelyezpeiifle;  and  without  aoqviriiig 
the  majestj,  Bienzi  degenerated  into  the  yioee)  of  «  kLig. 

A  an^e  eitim  deaoribes  with  pity,  or  perbape  with 
pleasnre,  the  hTnnlHatien  of  the  barons  of  Rome.  **Bare- 
heaiiadi  their  hands  oraMd  on  their  breast,  they  atood  witk 
downcast  looks  in  the  presence  of  the  tribune;  and  they 
tvembled,  good  God,  how  they  trembled  I'*  **  Aa  Umg  aa  the 
yoke  <d.  Biensi  was  that  of  justiee  and  tfaeir  oountry,  their 
oimaoianoa  forced  them  to  esteoni  &e  iMa  whom  pride  and 
iaterest  provoked  them  to  bate:  bia  eKtravagaiiD  oaoduct 
soon  iortifled  their  hataed  by  aontampt;  and  thej  aomoelTed 
the  hope  of  subverting  a  power  wbieb  waa  bo  k>nger  so 
deeply  rooted  ia  the  public  eoofidenee.  Tha  old  animosity 
of  the  OokMi&a  and  Uraiai  waa  aoapended  fer  a  momant  by 
their  oanimon  diagraoe:  lliay  aaaooiatad  their  wisheai  and 
parbapa  their  designs;  an  nniiaaaiii  waa  aaiaad  nnd  torloivd; 
he  aoMBDd  the  noblaa;  and  aaaoon  aa  BienB  daanwwi  Aa 
fate,  b»  adopted  the  aoapieiona  and  anxiiaa,  of  a  tyrant.  On 
tba  aame  dky,  nnder  varioua  pieteneea,  be  invited  to  tie 
Oi^tol  hia  principal  enemiea,  among  whom  ware  five  mem- 
bera  el  tiia  Unini  and  tbiae  of  the  Oolonna  name.  But, 
inatead  of  a  oonnoil  or  a  banqnat,  fhej  found  tbamaelvea 
priaonara  nnder  the  aword  of  deapotiam  or  joatioa;  and  the 
conaoionaneaa  el  innooenoe  or  gnilt  might  inspire  tfiem  whb 
eqnal  appf^ienaiona  ol  danger.  At  Iba  aonnd  of  the  great 
bell  tiia  paaple  aaaemblad;  they  were  arraigned  for  a  eon- 
apirasy  againat  the  tribnna'a  life;  and  tboaigk  aoaaa  migkt 
aympaibiae  in  Ibaur  diatraaa,  not  a  hand,  nor  a  vmoe,  waa 
raised  to  rescue  the  first  of  the  nobility  from,  tiieir  impending 
doom.  ^  Their  apparent  boldness  waa  prompted  by  deapmr; 
they  passed  in  aeparato  eharabarB  a  aie^leas  and  painful 
night;  and  the  venaiabla  beio,  Stephen  Oolonna,  atriMng 
agunst  tba  dear  al  boapnaan,  sepaatedly  nigad  bla  goarda 


*  Puoi  ae  ium%  lave  denaate  a.  ae,  mntre  sedova,  H  iMutmi  tsM  li  pied! 

ritti  oo  le  rraccia  fnecate,  e  co  li  capiicri  tmtti.  Doh  como  st&Tano  pamntt 
(liiflU  Bom.  L  li.  c  20,  p.  438).    Ue  saw  ihem,  and  we  na  them. 
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to  deliver  him  by  a  speedy  death  from  such  ignominioas 
eervitude.  In  the  morning  they  understood  their  sentence 
from  the  visit  of  a  confessor  and  the  tolling  of  the  bell.  The 
great  hall  of  the  Capitol  had  been  decorated  for  the  bloody 
scene  with  red  and  white  hangings:  the  countenance  of  the 
tribune  was  dark  and  severe;  the  swords  of  the  executioners 
were  unslieatlied ;  and  the  barons  were  interrupted  in  their 
dying  speeches  by  the  sound  of  trumpets.  But  in  this  deci- 
sive moment,  Rienzi  was  not  less  anxious  or  apprehensive 
than  his  captives:  he  dreaded  the  splendor  of  their  names, 
their  surviving  kinsmen,  the  inconstancy  of  the  people,  the 
reproaches  of  the  world;  and,  after  rashly  offering  a  mortal 
injury,  he  vainly  presumed  that,  if  he  could  forgive,  he 
might  liimself  be  forgiven.  His  elaborate  oration  was  that 
of  a  Christian  and  a  suppliant;  and,  as  the  humble  min- 
ister of  the  commons,  he  entreated  his  masters  to  pardon 
these  noble  criminals,  for  whose  repentance  and  future  ser- 
vice he  pledged  his  faith  and  authority.  *'If  you  are 
spared,*'  said  the  tribune,  "by  the  mercy  of  the  Romans, 
will  you  not  promise  to  support  the  good  estate  with  your 
lives  and  fortunes?"  Astonished  by  this  marvellous  clem- 
ency, the  barons  bowed  their  heads;  and,  while  they  de- 
voutly repeated  the  oath  of  allegiance,  might  whisper  a  secret, 
and  more  sincere,  assurance  of  revenge.  A  priest,  in  the 
name  of  the  people,  pronounced  their  absolution:  they 
received  the  communion  with  the  tribune,  assisted  at  the 
banquet,  followed  the  procession ;  and,  after  every  spiritual 
and  temporal  sign  of  reconciliation,  were  dismissed  in  safety 
to  their  respective  homes,  with  the  n6W  honors  and  titles  of 
generals,  consols,  and  patricians.*' 

During  some  weeks  they  were  checked  by  the  memory 
of  their  danger,  rather  than  of  their  deliverance,  till  the 
most  powerful  of  the  Ursini,  escaping  with  the  Colonna  from 
the  cit7,  erected  at  Marino  the  standard  of  rebellion.  The 


The  orip^inal  letter,  in  which  Rienzi  justifies  hifl  treatment  of  the  Colonna 
(Hoc8omiua,  apud  du  Cer^eau,  pp.  222-229),  di^pla/s,  in  geniiina  colors,  the 
■tartm  Of  ite  kn«ft  aad  tto  midBM. 
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fortifications  of  the  castle  were  instantlj  restored;  the  yas* 
sals  attended  their  lord;  the  outlaws  armed  against  the 
magistrate;  the  flocks  and  herds,  the  harvests  and  vine- 
yards, from  Marino  to  the  gates  of  Borne,  were  swept  away 
or  deetrojed ;  and  the  people  arraigned  Rienzi  as  the  author 
of  the  calamities  which  his  govemment  had  taught  them  to 
forget.  In  the  oamp,  Rienm  appeared  to  leas  advantage  than 
in  the  rostrum:  and  he  n^leoted  the  progress  of  the  rebel 
iMurons  till  their  nmnben  were  strong  and  their  castles  im- 
pregnable. From  the  pages  of  Livy  he  had  not  imbibed  the 
art,  or  eyen  the  courage,  of  a  general:  an  army  of  20,000 
Komana  retomed  without  honor  or  effect  from  the  attack  of 
Marino:  and  his  vengeance  was  amused  by  painting  his 
enemies,  their  heads  downward,  and  drowning  two  dogs 
(at  least  they  should  have  been  bears)  as  the  repreeentatives 
of  the  Ursini.  The  belief  of  his  incapacity  encouraged  their 
operations:  they  were  invited  by  their  secret  adherents;  and 
the  barons  attempted,  with  4,000  foot  and  1,600  hone,  to 
enter  Rome  by  foroe  or  surprise.  The  city  was  prepared 
for  their  reception:  the  alarm-bell  rang  all  night:  the  gales 
were  strictly  guarded  or  insolently  open;  and  after  some 
hesitation  they  sounded  a  retreat.  The  flrsl  two  divisions 
had  passed  along  the  walls,  but  the  prospect  of  a  free  en- 
trance tempted  the  headstrong  valor  of  the  nobles  in  the 
rear;  and,  after  a  snooessful  skirmish,  they  were  (Nor.  80) 
overthrown  and  massacred  without  quarter  by  the  crowds 
of  the  Roman  people.  Stephen  Golonna  the  yoonger,  the 
noble  spirit  to  whom  Petraioh  ascribed  the  restoration  of 
Italy,  was  preceded  or  accompanied  in  death  by  his  son 
John,  a  gaUant  yonth,  by  his  brother  Peter,  who  might 
regret  the  ease  and  honors  of  the  ehnreh,  bj  a  nephew  of 
Ic^timate  birth,  and  by  t?ro  bastards  of  the  Oolonna  race; 
amd  the  number  of  seren,  the  seven  erowns,  as  Biena  styled 
tiiem,  of  the  Hoi j  Ghost|  was  completed  by  the  agony  of  the 
deploimble  paienti  of  the  Teteran  chief,  who  had  swiTed 
the  hope  and  fortune  of  his  house.  The  ▼iston  and  prophe* 
eles  of  St  Martiii  and  Pope  BonifMo  had  been  used  by  the 
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tribune  to  animate  Ma  troops:*"  he  displayed,  at  least  in 
the  pursuit,  the  spirit  of  a  hero;  but  he  forgot  the  maximB 
o£  the  ancient  Romans,  who  abhorred  the  triumphs  of  civil 
war.  The  conqueror  iiseended  the  Capitol;  deposited  his 
crown  and  sceptre  on  the  altar,  and  boasted,  with  some 
tmth,  that  he  had  cut  off  an  ear  which  neither  pope  nor  em- 
peror had  been  able  to  amputate.*'  His  base  and  implacable 
revenge  denied  the  honors  of  burial;  and  the  bodies  of  the  ^ 
Colonna,  which  he  threatened  to  expose  with  those  of  the 
vilest  malefactors,  were  secretly  interred  by  the  holy  virgins 
of  their  name  and  funiily.**  The  people  sympathized  in  their 
grief,  repented  of  their  own  fury,  and  detested  the  indecent 
joy  of  Rienzi,  who  visited  the  spot  where  these  illustrious 
victims  had  fallen.  It  was  on  that  fatal  spot  that  he  con- 
ferred on  his  son  the  honor  of  knighthood:  and  the  cere- 
mony was  accomplished  by  a  slight  blow  from  each  of  the 
horsemen  of  the  guard,  and  by  a  ridiculous  and  inhuman 
ablution  from  a  pool  oi  water  which  WM  jet  poilutod  with 
patrician  blocd.** 

A  sliort  delay  would  have  saved  the  Colonna,  the  delay 
o£  a  single  mouth,  which  elapsed  between  ths  thomph  and 


^  in  the  above-mentkiiMd  latter,  maftoem  tt  Gk^  Mnrtin  th«  tribune, 

BoBifMW  Tin.  the  enemy  of  CokNUift,  blmselt  wid  ^  Bflman  people,  the  glory 
of  the  day,  which  Villaui  likewiHo  (I  zii.  c.  104)  describee  aa  a  regiilar  battle. 
The  diMcdaryr  aUniiiaii,  flid^  of  the  Bomau,  and  tha  OMncdioa  «<  Bienii, 
are  painled  hi  tlia  Almpla  and  mate  nanrntf  w  of  Fartillooo%  or  the  MiaDgnnoiii 
Oftteen  (1.  iL  c  34-37). 

^  Itt  dwflribing  the  fail  a£  Uio  Colanna,  1  if^eak  <i4j  «<  the  iarnU^  of  fito^ea 
Blder,  who  to  oftott  oanfiminrted  by  the  P.  in  Qar^eMi  wftti  Ui  mmi.  That 

*  family  was  cxtirigtiiRhe<il,  but  ttie  houfM?  Iin8  bt-cn  perpotimtod  in  tho  colliitcnU 
braaehei»  of  which  i  have  nok  a  vaiy  aeoiirate  knowiadge.  OtDcumapice  (aaya 
Petrarch)  fMBSbe  tQ»  atatnm.  Oohaameiiahita  dmoK  aoHlo  patidoree  habeas 
oolnianaa.    Quid  ad  rem?  modo  fundamentum  stabile,  solidutnquo  j>ertiianeat. 

^  Tba  ooBveat  of  &k  Bylvealer  vaa  ioniidad,  endowed,  and  proteeted  by  ths 
Colonna  cardhaala,  for  the  oaufrhteni  of  fha  ImEf  who  enbrMed  a  monaatie  Ufe, 
and  who,  hi  the  year  1318,  \\  cro  twelve  in  nun)l>er.  The  others  were  allowed 
to  marry  with  their  Jdaanien  In  the  fourth  degree,  and  the  <UipeDaatk)ii  waa 
Justifled  by  the  small  number  and  cloee  alliaaoea  of  Hm  noble  familiee  of  Bome 
(Mem.  snr  Petrarq.  L  110,  li.  401). 

^  Petrarch  wrote  a  aHfl  and  pedantic  letter  of  conaolatioB  (Pun.  L  vll.  efiat. 
13,  pp.  682,  683).   The  friend  waa  loet  in  the  patriot.   Kulla  toto  cibo  pria 
o^^lMBiUa  €Hior$  fliriiMr  tanea  napolilioa,  earior  Koma,  OMior  IttBik 

l(i  MBdi  gMoaa  SBB  Mm  ia  ■'Mva  yai  Boiarfiib 
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exile  of  Rienzi.  In  the  pride  of  victory  he  forfeited  what 
yet  remained  of  his  civil  virtues  without  acquiring  the  fame 
of  military  prowess.  A  free  and  vigorous  opposition  was 
formed  in  the  city;  and  when  (a.d.  1347,  Bee.  16)  the  tribune 
proposed  in  the  public  council**  to  impose  a  new  tax,  and 
to  regulate  the  government  of  Perugia,  thirty -nine  members 
voted  against  his  measures;  repelled  the  injurious  charge 
of  treachery  and  corruption;  and  urged  him  to  prove,  by 
their  forcible  exclusion,  that,  it  the  populace  adhered  to  his 
cause,  it  was  already  disclaimed  by  the  most  respectable  citi- 
zens. The  pope  and  the  sacred  college  had  never  been  daz- 
zled by  his  specious  professions;  they  were  justly  ofEended 
by  the  insolence  of  his  conduct;  a  cardinal  legate  was  sent 
to  Italy,  and  after  some  fruitless  treaty,  and  two  personal 
interviews,  he  fulminated  a  bull  of  excommunication,  in 
which  the  tribune  is  degraded  from  his  office  and  branded 
with  the  guilt  of  rebellion^  saerilege,  and  hereflty.*'  The 
snmying  barons  of  Borne  were  now  humbled  to  a  sense  of 
allegiance;  their  interest  and  revenge  engaged  them  in  the 
service  of  the  ehurch ;  but,  as  the  fate  of  the  Colonna  was 
before  their  eyes,  they  abandoned  to  a  private  adyenturer 
the  peril  and  glory  of  the  revolution.  John  Pepin,  oount 
of  Minorbino,**  in  the  kingdom  of  Naples,  had  been  con- 
demned for  his  crimes,  or  his  riches,  to  perpetual  impris- 
onment; and  Petrarch,  by  soliciting  his  release,  indirectly 
contributed  to  the  ruin  of  his  friend.  At  the  head  of  150 
soldiers,  the  count  of  Minorbino  introduced  himself  into 
Borne;  barricaded  the  quarter  of  the  Colonna;  and  found 
the  enterprise  as  easy  as  it  had  seemed  impossible.  From 

*  This  ooosoQ  and  opposition  is  obscoralj  mentioDed  bj  Polliatore,  a  ooa- 
tanponij  wiHm;  wlio  1mm  piiianud  tonw  eanoaa  and  original  ImIs  (B«r.  ItaL 
szr.  a  81,  pp.  79S-804|. 

*  Th«  wMb  and  bulls  of  OlemenI  YL  andnst  Bienzi  are  translated  by  the 
F.  dn  Oaigeaa  (pp.  ISS^I)  horn  Uw  AimBla  Seeloa.  of  Bodflriona  Bsynalditfi 
(A.]>.  1347,  Noa.  15,  17,  21,  etc.),  who  found  them  in  theansUTOsof  the  Vaticaa. 

*  llattoo  YUlani  deacribes  the  origin,  character,  and  da«th  of  this  ooonl 
of  lOaoiUno^  a  maa  da  Mtam  fnoonstaote  a  seoM  fade,  wboaa  graadfaOMr,  a 
crafty  notary,  was  enriched  and  ennobled  bj  the  spoile  of  the  Saracens  of  Nooera 
A.  yii.  0.  lOa,  108>  See  his  impriaoument,  and  the  efforta  of  Petovoh,  U. 
IdS^lSL 
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the  first  alarm,  the  bell  of  the  Capitol  incessantiy  tolled; 
but,  instead  of  repairing  to  the  well-known  sound,  the  peo- 
ple were  silent  and  inactive;  and  the  pusillanimous  Bien^, 
deploring  their  ingratitude  with  sighs  and  tearSi  abdicated 
the  government  and  palace  of  the  republic. 

Without  drawing  his  sword,  Count  Pepin  restored  (a.d. 
1S47-1S64)  the  aristocracy  and  the  church;  three  senators 
were  chosen,  and  the  legate,  assuming  the  first  rank,  accepted 
his  two  colleagues  from  the  rival  families  of  Colonna  and 
Ursiiii.  The  acts  of  the  tribune  were  abolished,  his  head 
was  proscribed;  jet  such  was  th(?  terror  of  his  name  that  the 
barons  hesitated  three  days  before  they  would  trust  them- 
selves  in  the  city,  and  Eienzi  was  left  above  a  month  in  the 
castle  of  St.  Angelo,  from  whence  he  peaceably  withdrew, 
after  labonng,  without  effect,  to  revive  the  affection  and 
courage  of  the  Romans,  The  vision  of  freedom  and  empire 
had  vanished:  their  fallen  spirit  would  hav^e  acquiesced  in 
servitude,  had  it  been  smoothed  by  tranquillity  and  order: 
and  it  was  scarcely  observed  that  the  new  senators  derived 
their  authority  from  the  apostolic  see,  that  four  cardinals 
were  appointed  to  reform  with  dictatorial  power  the  state 
of  the  republic.  Rome  was  again  agitated  by  the  bloody 
feuds  of  the  barons,  who  detested  each  other  and  despised 
the  commons:  their  hostile  fortresses,  both  in  to?m  and 
country,  again  rose,  and  were  again  demolished;  and  the 
peaceful  citizens,  a  flock  of  sheep,  were  devoured,  sajrs  the 
Florentine  historian,  bj  these  rapacions  wolves.  But  when 
iheir  pride  and  avarice  had  exhausted  the  patience  of  the 
Bomans,  a  confraternity  of  the  Virgin  Mary  protected  or 
avenged  the  republic:  the  bell  of  the  Capitol  was  again 
tolled,  the  nobles  in  arms  trembled  ill  the  preseaee  ol  mi 
unarmed  multitude;  and  of  the  two  senaton,  Oolonna  escaped 
from  the  window  of  the  pa]aoe»  and  Urami  was  atonad  at  tha 
foot  of  the  altar.  The  dangerous  office  of  tribune  was  snc- 
cessively  occupied  by  two  plebeiaoB,  Oerroni  and  BaranoellL 
The  mihiseBB  of  Cerroni  was  unequ^d  to  the  tunes;  and,  after 
a  taint  struggle,  he  letiied  with  a  fair  repatatioii  aadadeoeiit 
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fortune  to  the  comforts  of  rural  life.  Devoid  of  eloquence 
or  genius,  Baroncelli  was  distinguished  by  a  resolute  spirit: 
he  spoke  the  language  of  a  patriot,  and  trod  in  the  footsteps 
of  tyrants;  his  suspicion  was  a  sentence  of  death,  and  his 
own  death  was  the  reward  of  his  cruelties.  Amid  the  publio 
miafortoiieB,  the  faults  of  Bienzi  were  foigotten;  and  the 
Bomans  nghed  lor  the  peaoe  and  prosperity  of  the  good 
estate/' 

After  an  exile  of  fleTen  years,  the  first  deliverer  was  again 
ratoied  to  his  country.  In  the  disguise  of  a  monk  or  a  pil- 
grim he  escaped  from  the  castle  of  St  Angelo,  implored  the 
friendship  of  the  king  of  Hungary  and  Naples,  tempted  the 
ambition  of  every  bold  adventurer,  mingled  at  Borne  with 
the  pilgrims  of  the  jubilee,  lay  concealed  among  the  hermits 
of  the  Apennine,  and  wandered  through  the  cities  of  Italy, 
Germany,  and  Bohemia.  His  person  was  invisible,  his  name 
was  yet  formidaUe;  and  the  anxiety  of  the  court  of  Avignon 
supposes,  and  even  magnifies,  bis  personal  merit  The  em* 
peror,  Charles  the  Foorth,  gave  audience  to  a  stranger,  who 
frankly  revealed  himself  as  the  tribune  of  the  republic;  and 
astonished  an  assembly  of  amhasssdors  and  princes  by  the 
eloquence  of  a  patriot  and  the  visions  of  a  prophet,  the  down* 
&11  of  tyranny  and  the  kingdom  of  the  Holy  Ghost**  What- 
ever had  been  his  hopes,  Bienzi  fonnd  himself  a  oaptive;  but 
be  supported  a  ebaraoter  of  independence  and  dignity,  and 
obeyed,  as  bis  own  oboioe,  the  irresistible  summons  of  the 
snprsme  pontllL  The  seal  of  Petraioh,  which  bad  been 
oooled  by  the  unworthy  oonduot,  was  rekindled  by  the  snf  • 
ferings  and  the  presence  of  bis  friend;  and  be  boldly  com* 


*  The  trou!)ln  of  Borne,  from  the  departare  to  the  retarn  of  Rlenst,  srs 

related  by  Matt.  Villani  (1.  ii.  c.  47,  1.  iii.  c.  33,  57.  Is)  aiul  Fortifiocca  (1-  iii- 
e.  1-4).  I  hare  slightly  paaeed  over  these  aecoadaiy  charaotera,  who  imitated 
Hm  original  tribmie. 

**  Thoao  visionn,  of  which  the  friends  and  enemiea  of  Rionzl  seem  alike 
^oraot,  are  surely  magniOed  by  the  seal  of  Pollistore,  a  Dominioaa  inquisitor 
(Ber.  ItaL  zzr.  c.  36,  p.  819).  Had  the  tribune  taught  that  Christ  wss  suc- 
ceeded by  the  Holy  Ghost,  that  the  tyranny  of  the  pope  would  l>c  abolished,  be 
might  have  been  oonTloled  oi  bareqr  and  fereMon,  without  offending  the  Bonua 
people. 
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plains  of  the  tiiiiee  in  which  the  sayior  of  Borne  was  deliv- 
ered by  her  emperor  into  the  hands  of  her  bishop.  Rienzi 
was  transported  slowly,  but  in  safe  custody,  from  Prague  to 
Avignon  (A.D.  1851):  his  entrance  into  the  city  was  that  of 
a  malefactor;  in  his  prison  he  was  chained  by  the  leg;  and 
four  cardinals  were  named  to  inquire  into  the  crimes  of  heresy 
and  rebellion.  But  his  trial  and  condemnation  would  have 
involved  some  questions  which  it  was  more  prudent  to  leave 
under  the  veil  of  mystery:  the  temporal  supremacy  of  the  . 
popes;  the  duty  of  residence;  the  civil  and  ecolesiastieai 
privileges  of  the  clergy  and  people  of  Borne.  The  reigning 
pontif[  well  deserved  the  appellation  of  CUmenL'  the  strange 
viciBsitades  and  magnanimous  spirit  of  the  captiye  excited 
his  pity  and  esteem;  and  Petrarch  bebeyes  Ikai he  respected 
in  the  hero  the  name  and  Mcnd  ehencter  of  a  poiAi"  Bieud 
was  indulged  with  aa  easy  confineaieiit  and  che  use  of  books; 
tmdf  in  tke  assidmow  stady  of  Livy  and  the  Bible,  be  aongki 
the  caoae  and  tbe  oonsolation  of  his  nMiortiines. 

Tbe  Mioeeeding  pontifioale  el  Innooeot  tbe  Siztk  opened 
a  new  proepeotof  im  driiwiance  and  reatotaliBo;  wid  the 
ooort  of  AngnoB  mm  persuaded  thai  tiie  snocesshd  lebil 
ooold  alone  afyeaee  and  leform  the  anarohy  of  the  metro^ 
oHs.  After  a  solemn  profession  of  fidelity,  the  Romna 
tribone  ww  sent  (a.d.  1864)  into  Italj  with  the  title  of  sen- 
ador;  but  the  deaUi  ol  Baraoeelli  appeared  to  supersede  the 
nee  ol  bia  minion;  and  the  legate,  Cardinal  Albomoa^^  a 
oonsnmmate  iilalwmnn,  allowed  him  with  fdnolanee,  and 
withoQi  aid,  to  nndertake  the  perilous  experiment.  Hia 
fint  reeeption  waa  equal  to  his  wishea:  tbe  day  of  his  en- 
tfanoewaaapnUiofertiTal;  and  bia  eloqoenoe  and  aathorilj 


The  afltonlahment,  the  enrj  almost,  of  Petrarch  is  a  proof,  if  not  of  tbe 
truth  of  UUfl  iaorecttlite  fact»  at  least  o<  liia  ova  vwacity.  The  abb^  da  8ade 
(Mem.  fS.  342)  quotes  the  tMi  epistle  ct  the  sBMi  hook  of  Petranh,  hat  H  ieeC 
Ihe  royal  MS.  which  he  consulted,  and  not  of  the  ordhi&ry  Basil  edition  (p.  9?0). 

JBf^dSnM,  or  Oilea  Alboraoe,  a  nobie  Spaniard,  archbiahop  of  Toledo,  and 
esiflnal  legate  in  Italy  (A.St,  18ie-l86T),  raelored,  hy  his  utm  and  ceuaoels.  the 
iHDporal  dominion  of  the  popes.  His  life  htis  b<  en  M^paratelj  written  by  Scpul- 
iPiie;  hot  Diydea  conki  aot  nasoaahlj  a«&Bpooe  that  his  bsbm^  or  that  of  Wolaej* 
hid  MMhed  dM  esis  ol  Iho  HnM  to  to  BshsirtlM. 
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revired  the  laws  of  the  good  estate.  But  this  momentary 
sunshine  was  soon  clouded  by  his  own  vices  and  those  of  the 
people:  in  the  Capitol  ho  might  often  regret  the  prison  of 
Avignon;  and,  after  a  second  administration  of  four  months, 
Rienzi  was  niassacred  in  a  tumult  which  had  been  fomented 
by  the  Roman  barons.  In  the  society  of  the  Germans  and 
Bohemians  he  is  said  to  have  contracted  the  habits  of  intem- 
perance and  cruelty :  adversity  had  chilled  his  enthusiasm, 
without  fortifying  his  reason  or  virtue;  and  that  youthful 
hope,  that  lively  assurance,  which  is  the  pledge  of  success, 
was  now  succeeded  by  the  cold  impotence  of  distmst  and 
despair.  The  tribune  had  reigned  with  absolute  dominion, 
by  the  choice,  and  in  the  hearts,  of  the  Romans:  the  senator 
was  the  servile  minister  of  a  foreign  court;  and  while  he  was 
suspected  by  the  people  he  was  abandoned  by  the  prince. 
The  legate  Albornoz,  who  seemed  desirous  of  his  ruin,  in- 
flexibly refused  all  sappliee  of  men  and  money;  a  faithful 
subject  could  no  longer  presume  to  touch  the  revenues  of  the 
apostolical  chamber;  and  the  first  idea  of  a  tax  was  the  signal 
of  clamor  and  sedition.  £ven  his  justice  was  tainted  with 
the  guilt  or  reproach  of  selfish  cruelty:  the  most  virtuous 
citizen  of  Rome  was  sacrificed  to  his  jealousy;  and  in  the 
execution  of  a  public  robber,  from  wIhxsg  purse  he  had  been 
assisted,  the  magistrate  too  much  forgot,  or  too  mucli  remem- 
bered, the  obligations  of  the  debtor.**  A  civil  war  exhausted 
his  treasures  and  the  patience  of  the  city:  the  Colonna  main- 
tained their  hostile  station  at  Palestrina ;  and  his  mercenaries 
soon  despised  a  leader  whose  ignorance  and  feur  were  envious 
of  all  subordinate  merit.  Tn  the  death  as  in  the  life  of  Rienzi 
the  hero  and  the  coward  were  strangely  mingled.  When  the 
Capit^^l  was  invested  by  a  furious  multitudo,  when  he  was 
basely  desorted  by  his  civil  and  military  s<'rvants,  the  in- 
trepid senator,  waving  the  banner  of  lihrrtv,  presented  him- 

Irom  Iftttso  Vnianl,  and  Vortiflooea,  the  P.  dn  Oerpeau  (pp.  844-894)  bat 
eitracted  the  life  and  death  of  the  chovalipr  MontmHl,  the  lifo  of  a  roblnT  aoA 
the  death  ot  a  hero.  At  the  head  of  a  free  oompany,  the  llnii  that  deeoUtad 
Bity.  iMttiH  iM  wm$  liiwUflrtlm  U  kM  moif  ladil*»tiaii1»~40,OM 
dtMWti  Id  Pidna  ilaiiBi 
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self  on  the  balconj,  addressed  his  eloqnenoe  to  the  yarious 
passions  of  the  Romans,  and  labored  to  persuade  them  that 
in  the  same  cause  himself  and  the  republic  must  either  stand 
or  fall  His  oration  was  interrupted  by  a  volley  of  impreca- 
tions and  stones;  and,  after  an  arrow  had  transpierced  his 
hand,  he  sunk  into  abject  despair,  and  fled  weeping  to  the 
inner  chambers,  from  whence  he  was  let  down  by  a  sheet 
before  the  windows  of  the  prison.  Destitute  of  aid  or  hope, 
he  was  besieged  till  tlie  evening:  the  doors  of  the  Capitol 
were  destroyed  with  axes  and  fire;  and,  while  the  senator 
attempted  to  escape  in  a  plebeian  habit,  he  was  discovered 
and  dragged  to  the  platform  of  the  palace,  the  fatal  scene 
of  his  judgments  and  executions.  A  whole  hour,  without 
voice  or  motion,  he  stood  amid  the  multitude  half  naked 
and  half  dead;  their  rage  was  hushed  into  curiosity  and 
wonder;  the  last  feelings  of  reverence  and  compassion  yet 
struggled  in  his  favor;  and  they  might  have  prevailed,  if  a 
bold  assassin  had  not  plunged  a  dagger  in  his  breast  (a.d. 
1854,  Sept.  8).  He  fell  senseless  with  the  first  stroke;  the 
impotent  revenge  of  his  enemies  inflicted  a  thonsand  wounds; 
and  the  senator's  body  was  abandoned  to  the  dogs,  to  the 
Jews,  and  to  the  flames.  Posterity  will  compare  the  virtues 
and  failings  of  this  extraordinary  man;  but,  in  a  long  period 
of  anarchy  and  servitude,  the  name  of  Rienzi  has  often  been 
celebrated  as  the  deUveror  of  his  oountrj  and  the  last  ol  the 
Boman  patriots.^ 

The  first  and  moal  generous  wish  of  Petrarch  was  the 
restoration  of  a  free  republic;  but,  after  the  exile  and  death 
of  his  plebeian  hero,  he  turned  his  eyes  from  the  tribune  to 
the  king  of  the  Romans.  The  Capitol  was  yet  stained  with 
the  blood  of  Rienzi  when  Charles  the  Fourth  descended  from 
the  Alpe  to  obtain  (A.l>.  1865,  Jan.-Hay)  the  ItaUan  and  Im- 
perial orownB.   In  his  passage  through  Milan  he  receiTed  the 


^  llw  nSkb,  Meond  goveraiiMat,  and  deaih  of  Rieusi,  are  minutely  reUtod 

by  the  aoooymouR  Ronmn,  who  appears  neither  hi^  friend  nor  hin  enemy  (1.  lii. 
c.  12-16)^    Petrarcii,  wiio  ioved  Uio  trUmne,  wm  iadifiereut  U>  tbo  late  oi  the 
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virit,  md  repaid  the  flattery,  of  the  poet-lmraale;  aoeepted 
a  medal  of  Augustus;  and  piomiaed,  utthoat  a  smile,  to 
iaittate  the  foondar  cf  the  fionuui  monarchy.  A  false  aplili- 
eation  of  tiie  names  and  mazimB  of  antiquity  was  the  eeueee 
of  the  hopes  and  diFnppointmenta  of  Petrarch;  yet  he  could 
not  oirerlook  the  difference  of  times  and  cliaimctcr» ;  the  im- 
meamrable  distance  between  the  first  Giesars  and  a  Bohemian 
prince,  who,  by  the  favor  of  the  ckfgy,  had  been  elected  the 
titular  head  of  the  German  ariateeiacy.  Instead  of  restoring 
to  Borne  her  glory  and  her  pionnoeB»  he  had  bound  himself, 
by  a  secret  treaty  wA  ike  pope,  to  evacuals  Ihe  niy  on  tiie 
day  ol  hii  coronation;  and  hU  shameful  letraa*  wis  pnrsaed 
by  the  reproaches  of  the  patriot  bard.** 

After  the  loss  of  liberty  and  empire,  his  third  and  more 
hnmble  wish  waa  la  reconeile  the  shepherd  wttii  his  flock; 
to  recall  the  Aoman  bishop  to  hb  andeot  and  peculiar  die- 
eese.  In  the  ferror  of  youth,  with  Ae  anthodty  el  aga, 
Petrarch  addnsasd  h»  exhortations  to  five  suoceseiTe  popes, 
and  his  eieqnenoe  vss  always  inspired  by  the  enthosbisBi 
of  sentiment  and  the  freedom  of  language.**  The  son  of  a 
eitiaen  of  Florence  invariably  preferred  the  oounbEjof  hie 
birth  to  that  of  his  education;  and  Italy,  in  hia  eye%  was 
tibe  queen  and  garden  of  the  world.  Amid  her  domestiD 
Isctlons,  she  was  donbtleBa  superior  to  France  both  in  tai 
snd  seienoe,  in  wealth  and  politeness;  but  the  dtftwwune 
co«ld  aeaieely  snpport  the  epithet  ol  barfoaroaa,  whish  he 
promiaeiionsly  bestows  on  the  eonntnes  beyond  the  A^ps. 
Avignon,  the  myti^  Babyhm,  the  sink  el  vioa  and  oomp* 
tien,  waa  the  ob}^^  ^  ^  hatred  and  eontempfc;  bnl  he  fba^ 
gets  that  her  scandalous  vioes  were  not  the  growth  of  tiw 


**  The  hopes  Mid  tiM  dtMppointment  of  Petrarch  are  agreeably  daacribed  ta 
his  own  words  hj  the  FraiM^  biographer  (Mcia.  iiU  376-413);  but  the  de^p, 
though  H«cret,  wound  WM  the  ooronatI<Mi  of  KuinM,  the  poet-lMtreat«>.  by 

Charles  IV. 

■*  See,  ia  hia  accurate  and  amusiug  biographer*  the  application  of  Petrarch 
and  Rome  to  Bauedtet  TSl.  fn  the  year  1334  (Wem.  I.  M1-96S),  to  Olement  YL 
in  1142  (ff.  4S-4TK  to  TTrbfin  Y.  in  irinn  (Tn.  r,n-m\]:  h"-  prniaf.  (pp.  711- 
V1&)  and  exeeM  fj>.  771)  of  the  lam  of  these  pontiffi.  Ili^  nngi?  cootroterBj  oo 
the  reepecttTe  meriti  ol  VmoM  mod  halj  maj  be  iamd  0pp.  pp.  lMa>liSi, 
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■oil,  and  that  in  every  residence  they  would  adhere  to  the 
power  and  luxury  of  the  papal  court.  He  confesses  that 
the  successor  of  St.  Peter  is  the  bishop  of  the  universal 
church;  yet  it  was  not  on  the  banks  of  the  Rhone,  but  of  the 
Tiber,  that  the  Apostle  had  fixed  his  everlasting  throne:  and 
while  every  city  in  the  Christian  world  was  blessed  with 
a  bishop,  the  metropolis  alone  was  desolate  and  forlorn. 
Since  the  removal  of  the  holy  see,  the  sacred  boildings  of 
the  Lateran  and  the  Vatican,  their  altars  and  their  aaintB, 
were  left  in  a  state  of  poverty  and  decay;  and  Home  was 
often  painted  under  the  image  of  a  disconsolate  matron,  as 
if  the  wandering  hnsbAnd  could  be  reclaimed  bj  the  homely 
portrait  of  the  age  and  infiimitieB  of  his  weeping  spouse.*' 
But  the  cloud  whieh  hung  over  the  seven  hills  would  be 
diapeUed  by  lha  pgesenee  of  their  lawful  sovereign:  eternal 
fame,  ^e  prosperitj  of  Borne,  and  the  peace  of  Italy,  would 
be  the  leoon^MiiBe  of  the  pope  who  should  dare  to  embiaoe 
this  generous  resolution.  Of  the  five  whom  Petrarch  ex- 
horted, the  first  three,  John  the  Tweu^-seoond,  Benedict 
the  Twelfth,  and  Clement  the  Sixth,  were  importaiied  or 
amused  by  the  boldnees  of  the  orator;  but  the  memorable 
change  which  had  been  attempted  by  Urban  the  Fifth  was 
finally  accomplished  by  Gregory  the  Eleventh.  The  execu* 
tion  of  their  design  was  opposed  by  weighty  and  almost  in- 
superable obstacles.  A  king  of  France  who  has  deserved 
the  epithet  of  wise  was  unwilling  to  relesse  them  from  a 
loeal  dependence:  the  cardinals,  for  the  most  psrt  his  sub- 
jects, were  attached  to  the  language,  manners,  and  olimate 
6t  Avignon;  to  their  stately  palaces;  above  all,  to  the 
wines  of  Burgundy.  In  their  eyes,  Italy  was  foreign  or 
hostile;  and  thej  reluctantly  embsrked  at  Marseilles,  as  if 


Squalida  BPd  quoninm  facion,  noclr-ctfi  cultft 
Cassariea;  muJ Usque  malis  lassata  aenectua 
BripoH  KittiHD  gfflglgnit  V'Btiis  Moipd  nooMii; 
Roma  Tooor.  (Carm.  I.  II.  p.  77.) 

He  spiiw  this  allegoiy  bejond  aU  measure  or  patienoe.  The  Bpistlea  to  Urban 
y.  la  BKMe  at*  won  aimple  aud  perauaaire  (SeoUium,  L  vii.  6U-SS7,  L  is. 
aniaL  t  SAA-SftiL 
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ikxj  had  been  sold  or  banished  into  the  land  the  Sara- 
cens. Urban  the  Fifth  resided  three  years  (jl.D.  1867,  Oct. 
16 — A.D.  1370,  April  17)  in  the  Vatican  with  safety  and 
honor:  his  sanctity  was  protected  by  a  guard  of  2,000  hocse; 
and  the  king  of  Cyprus,  the  queen  of  Naples,  and  the  em- 
perors of  tl^  East  and  West  devontl  j  salirted  their  common 
father  in  the  chair  ol  St.  Peter.  But  the  joy  of  Petrarch 
and  the  Italians  was  soon  tamed  into  grief  and  indignatioa. 
Some  reasons  of  poblic  or  private  moment,  his  own  impa- 
tience or  the  prayem  ol  tlu»  cardinaki  lecalled  Urban  to 
Ibmce;  asd  the  approaching  docjtion  ymm  nmd  from  tho 
tjrannio  patriotism  of  the  Bomans.  The  powers  oi  heovfla 
were  interested  ia  their  cause:  Bridget  of  Sweden,  a  saint 
and  pilgrim,  disapproved  the  retoni,  and  foretold  the  deiUii, 
of  Urban  Ite  Fifthj  the  augratm  (a.d.  1377,  Jan.  17)  of 
Gregoiy  tlie  -^etrenth  was  encouraged  by  St.  Catherine 
of  Sienna,  Ihe  sponta  of  Christ  and  andbawmdwi  of  tke 
Flormtines;  and  tba  popes  themselves,  the  great  maatflBi  ol 
human  credulity,  appear  to  have  listened  to  tbeee  wionaiy 
femalee."  Tet  those  celestial  admomttons  were  snpported 
by  some  arguments  of  temporal  policy.  The  xesidence  of 
Avignon  had  been  invaded  by  hostile  violence:  at  the  bead 
of  30,000  robbers,  a  hero  had  extorted  ransom  and  abeolntion 
from  ilie  vicar  of  Christ  and  the  sacred  college;  and  the 
maxim  of  the  French  warriors,  to  spare  the  people  and 
plunder  th(>  church,  was  a  new  heresy  of  the  most  dangeiiQinB 
import."*  While  the  pope  was  driven  6rom  Avignon  he  was 
strenuously  invited  to  Rome.  The  senate  and  people  ac- 
knowledged him  as  their  lawful  soverdgn,  and  laid  at  his 

**  I  hare  not  leiBore'to  enitiisto  on  the  lagvods  of  fit.  firidfcot  ur  6l  OtJ^bme" 
hw,  the  lart  q<  wMeh  mtgtll  tBfiiMi  wmm  iiniiig  ■toffba.  Their  effect  •d'Um 
mind  of  Grejrory  XI.  Is  attested  by  the  last  solemn  words  of  the  dyio|?  fwp©, 
who  admonished  the  asaigtaate,  ut  oaverent  ah  hominibue,  aivo  tm-ia,  sife  ■rali* 
flribiiSk  sob  Hpeole  reRffleals  lo^MBSlMe  vtaleMa  Ml  V|pMi«  4|via  yeif  triM4pM 
sedactua,  etc.  (Balnz.  N^nt.  ad  Vit.  Pap  A^'pnioncnslura,  i.  1223). 

*  Tkig  predatoiy  expedition  ie  related  bv  Froiaaart  K^hran.  i.  SM^  SDd  m 
tht  Ute  «f  4a  0«wcliB  <Obltoei  GoMrale  4Be  Ven.  Vat  hr.  «.  IS. 
nS)     Af«  oarlv  as  the  year  ^'^^'\,  tho  i^onrt  of  Avignon  had  been  niofeated  by 
•aiailar  freebootom,  ntfao  alterwMd  pasaed  the  Alpa  (Maok  aor  Ptwwn—,  ML 
MB-MSX 
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feet  the  keys  of  the  gates,  the  bridges,  and  the  fortresses; 
of  the  quarter  at  least  beyond  the  Tiber.*  But  this  loyal 
offer  was  accompanied  by  a  declaration,  that  they  could 
no  longer  suffer  tlie  scandal  and  calamity  of  his  absence; 
and  that  his  obstinacy  would  finally  provoke  them  to  revive 
and  assert  the  primitive  right  of  election.  The  abbot  of 
Mount  Cassin  had  been  consulted,  whetiicr  he  would  accept 
the  triple  crown"  from  the  clergy  and  people:  "I  am  a  citi- 
zen of  Runic,""  replied  that  venerable  ecoleaiastio,  **and 
my  first  law  is  the  voice  of  my  country. 

If  superstition  will  interpret  an  untimely  death  if  the 
merit  of  counsels  be  judged  from  the  event;  the  heavens 
may  seem  to  frown  on  a  measure  of  such  apparent  reason 
and  propriety.  Gregory  the  Eleventh  did  not  survive  above 
fourteen  months  his  return  to  the  Vatican ;  and  his  decease 
(a.D.  1378,  March  27)  was  followed  by  the  great  schism  of 
the  West,  which  distracted  the  Latin  church  al)ove  forty 
years.  The  sacred  college  was  then  composed  of  twenty-two 
cardinals:  six  of  these  had  remained  at  Avignon;  eleven 


*  Fleuiy  allogei,  from  tfM  Amiiils  ol  OdwkM  'BmfMm,  tiw  original  treatj^ 
which  was  signed  Dm.  11, 18ie»  beliTMii  Ongoiy  XL  and  Uw  Bmum  (Hlik 
Jfioolet.  zx.  ai5X 

**  TlM  flrat  erowii  or  regnum  (DnetBgo,  OIom.  Latin,  t.  t09)  on  the  epis- 
copal mitro  of  tho  popcrf  ifl  aficrilxxi  to  the  gift  oi  CotiHtanline,  or  Clovis.  Tho 
Mooad  WM  added  bj  Booilace  YIII.  as  the  emblem  not  onlj  ol  a  spiritual,  but 
of  a  tMDponl  UnirdMB.  Tba  Chraa  atalea  ni  ttte  chnrch  are  ropreaented  hy  the 
triple  crown  which  waa  fntrodooad  kj  Johii  ZXIL  or  Benadiot  XIL  (Mam.  aiir 
Petraraue,  i.  868). 

**  Baluse  (Not  ad  Pap.  ATenloo.  1.  1194)  prodticoB  flia  original  evidence 
which  attests  the  threats  of  the  Roman  anl^)a8^tado^8,  and  the  reHignation  of  the 
abbot  of  Mount  Cassin,  qui  nltro  aa  oflerena,  reapoodlt  aa  dvam  Romannm  aaae, 
et  illud  velle  quod  ipei  vellent. 

"  The  return  of  the  popes  from  Avignon  to  Rome,  and  thoir  roooption  hf 
ihe  people,  are  related  in  the  original  Uvea  of  Urban  V.  and  Grego^  £1.  la 
Balooe  (V\t.  Paparam  ATankmensium,  I.  868-486)  and  Ifntit  (Scrip.  Rer.  Ital. 
UL  p.  i.  610-712).  In  the  disputes  of  tho  schism,  every  circuruMtance  was 
aareraly,  though  partially,  scrutinised;  more  eapedally  in  the  great  inquest, 
which  dedded  tho  obedience  of  Castile,  and  U>  which  Baluaa,  in  hia  notes,  so 
citaaaadaolatgaiyappaala,  areaiaMa  folnmatotha  Harlagr  libcMj  (p.  1S61, 
ate.! 

**  Can  thu  death  uf  a  good  man  be  eataemed  a  punishment  by  those  who 
belioTe  in  the  immortality  of  the  soult   They  betray  the  instability  of  their 
laltb.   Tet.  nn  a  mere  philosopher.  I  cannot  agrree  with  the  Greeks,  h>  m  ftM 
f  i»Ky««i  MM  (Brunck.  PoeUs  (Jnoaaioi,  p.  S81).    In  HerodoC  0.  L  e. 
•1%  wm  lha  May  mi  (Mag  tria  o(  Iha  Ju^  jouU^ 
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Frenchmen,  one  Spaniard,  and  four  Italians,  entered  the 
conclave  in  the  usual  form.  Their  choice  was  not  yet  limited 
to  the  purple;  and  their  unanimous  votes  acquiesced  (April 
9)  in  the  archbishop  of  Bari,  a  subject  of  Naples,  conspic- 
uous for  his  zeal  and  learning,  who  ascended  the  throne  of 
St.  Peter  under  the  name  of  Urban  the  Sixth.  The  epistle 
of  the  sacred  college  affirms  his  free  and  regular  election; 
which  had  been  inspired,  as  usuul,  by  the  Holy  Ghost:  he 
was  adored,  invested,  and  crowned,  with  the  customary 
rights;  his  temporal  authority  was  obeyed  at  Rome  and 
Avignon,  and  his  ecclesiastical  supremacy  was  acknowl- 
edged in  tlie  Latin  world.  During  several  weeks,  the  car- 
dinals attended  their  new  master  with  the  fairest  professions 
of  attachment  and  loyalty;  till  the  summer  heats  permitted  a 
decent  escape  from  the  city.  But  as  soon  as  they  were 
united  at  Anagni  and  Fundi,  in  a  place  of  security,  they 
cast  aside  the  mask,  accused  their  own  falsehood  and  hypoc- 
risy, excommunicated  the  apostate  and  antichrist  of  Rome, 
and  proceeded  to  a  new  election  of  Robert  of  Geneva,  Clem- 
ent the  Seventh  (Sept.  21),  whom  they  announced  to  the 
nations  as  the  true  and  rightful  vicar  of  Chnst.  Their  first 
choice,  an  involuntary  and  illegal  act,  was  annulled  by  the 
fear  of  death  and  the  menaces  of  the  Romans;  and  tlieir 
complaint  is  justified  by  the  strong  evidence  of  probability 
and  fact.  The  twelve  French  cardinals,  above  two-thirds  of 
the  votes,  were  masters  of  the  election ;  and  whatever  might  be 
their  provincial  jealousies,  it  cannot  fairly  be  presumed  that 
they  would  have  sacrificed  their  right  and  interest  to  a  foreign 
candidate,  who  would  never  restore  them  to  their  native  coun- 
try. In  the  various,  and  often  inconsistent,  narratives,"  the 
shades  of  jiopular  violence  are  more  darkly  or  faintly  colored : 
but  the  licentiousness  ol  the  seditioos  Bomans  was  inflamed 


III  the  flrat  book  of  the  Hisk  du  Ooncilo  do  Piaa.  IC  LanfMil  has  abridged 
and  compared  the  original  narratives  of  the  adherents  of  Urban  and  Clemetit,  uf 
the  Itaiiaaa  aud  Germaoa,  ihe  Frefich  and  Spaniarda.  The  latter  appear  to  be 
ttM  moK  MiSm  aod  loquaflioiii,  and  wrwy  fMt  aod  ward  in  tli9  original  JAwm  «d 
€h«foi7  XL  and  Cknail  TIL  iM  aupfortad  ia  th»  BOlM  «C  thflir  adilor  Balu^ 
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by  a  senie  of  their  privileges  and  the  danger  of  a  second  em- 
igration. The  conclave  was  intimidated  by  the  shouts,  and 
encompassed  by  the  arms,  of  30,CHX>  rebels;  the  bells  of  the 
Capitol  and  St.  Peter's  rang  an  alarm;  '* Death,  or  an  Italian 
pope!"  was  the  universal  cry;  the  same  threat  was  repeated 
by  the  twelve  bannerets  or  chiefs  of  the  quarters,  in  the  form 
of  charitable  advice;  some  preparations  were  made  for  burn- 
ing the  obstinate  cardinals;  and,  had  they  chosen  a  Trans- 
alpine subject,  it  is  probable  that  they  would  never  have 
departed  alive  from  the  Vatican.  The  same  constraint  im- 
poBcd  the  necessity  of  dissembling  in  the  eyes  of  Rome  and 
of  the  world :  the  pride  and  cruelty  of  Urban  presented  a 
more  inevitable  danger;  and  they  soon  discovered  the  feat- 
ures of  the  tyrant,  who  could  walk  in  his  garden  and  recite 
his  breviary  while  he  heard  from  an  adjacent  chamber  six 
cardinals  groaning  on  the  rack.  His  inflexible  zeal,  which 
loudly  censured  their  luxury  and  vice,  would  have  attached 
them  to  the  stations  and  duties  of  their  parishes  at  Rome; 
and,  had  he  not  fatally  delayed  a  new  promotion,  the  French 
cardinals  would  have  been  reduced  to  a  helpless  minority 
in  the  sacred  college.  For  these  reasons,  and  in  the  hope  of 
repassing  the  Alps,  they  rashly  violated  the  peace  and  unity 
of  the  church;  and  the  merits  of  their  double  clioice  are  yet 
agitated  in  tho  Catholic  schools."  The  vanity,  rather  than 
the  interest,  of  the  nation  detennineil  the  court  and  clergy 
of  France."  The  states  of  Savoy,  Sicily,  Cyprus,  Aragon, 
Castile,  Navarre,  and  Scotland,  were  inclined  by  their  ex- 
ample and  authority  to  the  obedience  of  Clement  the  Seventh, 
and,  after  his  decease,  of  Benedict  the  Thirteenth.    Home  . 


The  ordinal  numbprs  of  tho  popes  seem  to  decide  the  qtioation  against 
(Secneat  VII.  and  Benedict  XIII.,  who  are  bolu.v  gtigmatised  as  anti-pc^peB  by 
the  Italians,  while  the  French  arc  content  with  authorities  and  reaaona  to  plead 
Ute  cause  oif  doubt  and  toleration  (Baluz.  Prd).  It  tb  sini^lar,  or  rather  It  is 
not  aiugular,  that  sainta,  visions,  and  iiuracie<s  should  be  common  to  butlx 
parties. 

"  BaluxQ  BtreniiouHlv  labors  (Not.  pp.  1171-1280)  to  jnstifr  thfi  piiro  and 
piouH  moUree  of  Charles  V.,  king  of  France;  he  refused  to  hear  the  amimenta 
el  Uftea;  tal  wm%  nfll  lk»  UrtaniiBte  eqnalf  4wf  toft»  hmom  o(  CtaMBV 
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and  the  principal  states  of  Italy,  Germany,  Portugal,  Eng- ' 
land,**  the  Low  Countries,  and  the  kingdoms  of  the  North, 
adhered  to  the  prior  election  of  Urban  the  Sixth,  who  was 
succeeded  by  Boniface  the  Ninth,  Innocent  the  Seventh,  and 
Gregory  the  Twelfth. 

From  the  banks  of  the  Tiber  and  the  Rhdne,  the  hostile 
pontiffs  encountered  (a.d.  1378-1418)  each  other  with  the  pen 
and  the  sword:  the  civil  and  ecclesiastical  order  of  society 
"was  disturbed;  and  the  Romans  had  their  full  share  of  the 
mischiefs  of  which  they  may  be  arraigned  as  the  primary 
authors."  They  had  vainly  flattered  themselves  with  the 
hope  of  restoring  the  seat  of  the  ecclesiastical  monarchy, 
and  of  relieving  their  poverty  with  tlie  tributes  and  offerings 
of  the  nations;  but  the  separation  of  France  and  Spain  di- 
verted the  stream  of  lucrative  devotion;  nor  could  the  loss 
be  compensated  by  the  two  jubilees  which  were  crowded 
into  the  space  of  ten  years.  By  the  avocations  of  the  schism, 
by  foreign  arms  and  popular  tumults.  Urban  the  Sixth  and 
his  three  successors  were  often  compelled  to  interrupt  their 
residence  in  the  Vatican.  The  Colonna  and  Ursini  still 
exercised  their  deadly  feuds:  the  bannerets  of  Rome  asserted 
and  abused  the  privileges  of  a  republic :  the  vicars  of  Christ, 
who  had  levied  a  military  force,  chastised  their  rebellion 
with  the  gibbet,  the  sword,  and  the  dagger;  and,  in  a  friendly 
conference,  eleven  deputies  of  the  people  were  pezfidioosly 
murdered  and  cast  into  the  street.  Since  the  invasion  oi 
Bobert  the  Norman,  the  Bonmns  had  pursued  their  domestic 
quarrels  without  the  dangerous  interpositioil  of  a  stranger. 
But  in  the  disorders  of  the  schism,  an  aspiring  neighbor, 
Ladislaus,  king  of  Naples,  alternately  supported  and  betrayed 
the  pope  and  the  people:  by  the  former,  lie  was  declared 


•  An  epistle,  or  declamation,  in  the  name  of  Ekiward  III.  (BaluK.  Vit.  Pap, 
Avenion.  i.  553)  displayH  tlu>  zeal  of  tlie  Knglish  nation  ajrainst  the  Clementines. 
Nor  was  their  zeal  contined  to  worda:  the  bishop  of  Norwicli  led  a  crusade  of 
•0,000  bigoto  bejrond  tea  (Hume's  Hist.  iii.  67). 

**  Besiden  the  general  hiRtorians,  the  Diaries  of  Delphinus  Gentilin.  Pet^ 
AntoDiua,  and  Stephen  lufeesura,  in  the  great  CoUeotion  of  Muratori,  represent 
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gonfalonier^  or  general,  of  the  clnirch,  while  the  latter  sub- 
mitted to  his  choice  the  nomination  of  their  magistratee. 
Besieging  Rome  by  land  and  water,  he  thrice  entered  the 
gates  as  a  Barbarian  conqueror;  profaned  the  altars,  pil- 
laged the  mrrohants,  performed  his  devotions  at  St.  Peter's, 
and  left  a  garrison  in  the  castle  of  St.  Angelo.  His  arms 
were  sometimes  unfortunate,  and  to  a  delay  of  three  days 
he  was  indebted  for  his  life  and  crown;  hut  Ladislaus  tri- 
umphed in  his  turn,  and  it  whs  only  his  premature  death 
that  could  pave  the  metropolis  and  the  ecclesiastical  state 
from  the  ambitious  conqueror  who  had  aasiuned  the  tittoi 
or  at  least  the  powers,  of  king  of  Home.* 

I  have  not  undertaken  the  ecclesiastical  history  of  the 
schism;  but  Rome,  the  object  of  these  last  chapters,  is  deeply 
interestt  '  in  the  disputed  succession  of  her  sovereigns.  The 
first  counsels  (a.d.  1892-1407)  for  the  peace  and  union  of 
Christendom  arose  from  the  university  of  Paris,  from  the 
fjiculty  of  the  Sorbonne,  whose  doctors  were  esteemed,  at 
least  in  the  Gallican  church,  as  the  most  consummate  masters 
of  theological  science."  Prudently  waiving  all  invidious 
in(|uiry  into  the  origin  and  merits  of  the  dispute,  they  pro- 
}>oped,  as  a  healing  measure,  that  the  two  pretenders  of  Rome 
uFitl  Avignon  should  abdicate  at  the  same  time,  after  qualify- 
ing the  cardinals  of  the  adverse  factional  to  join  in  a  legiti- 
mate election;  and  that  the  nations  should  suhtrnrf^'  their 
obedience,  if  either  of  the  competitors  preferred  iiis  own 


«  It  ifl  supposed  by  Oiannone  (Hi  292)  that  he  styled  himself  Bex  Bonus^ 

a  title  unknown  to  the  world  Bince  the  expulsion  of  T»rquin.  But  a  nearer 
inspection  has  JnatiBed  the  reading  of  B«x  Rnam,  d  Bams,  aa  ohsours  kiag- 
dom  annexed  to  the  crown  of  Hungary. 

The  leading  and  decisive  part  which  France  araumed  in  the  nchism  ia 
stated  by  Peter  du  Puis  in  a  separate  History,  extracted  from  aulhfiotic  reooxda, 
and  inHerled  m  vol.  vii.  of  the  last  and  best  edition  of  his  friend  Thtianus  (P.  zi. 
,110-184). 

or  this  measure,  John  GersoB,  a  stout  doctor,  was  the  author  or  the 
Hampton.  The  proceedings  of  the  nnhrendty  of  Paris  and  the  Oalliean  churvh 
were  often  prompted  by  his  advice,  nnd  are  copiously  displayed  in  his  iheo- 
logical  writings,  of  which  Le  Clerc  (Bibllo.  Choisie,  x.  1-78)  has  given  a  valu- 
able extract.  John  Oeraon  acted  ao  importeut  part  in  the  councils  of  Ptea  anA 
Oonstanoe. 
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interest  to  that  of  the  public.  At  each  vacancy,  these  phy- 
sicians of  the  church  deprecated  the  mischiefs  of  a  hasty 
choice;  but  the  policy  of  the  conclave  and  the  ambition  of 
its  members  were  deaf  to  reason  and  entreaties;  and  what- 
soever promises  were  made,  the  pope  could  never  be  bound 
by  the  oaths  of  the  cardinal.  During  fifteen  years,  the  pacific 
designs  of  the  university  were  eluded  by  the  arts  of  the  rival 
pontifts,  the  scruples  or  passions  of  their  adherents,  and  the 
vicissitudes  of  French  factions,  that  ruled  the  insanity  of 
Charles  the  Sixth.  At  length  a  vigorous  resolution  was 
embraced;  and  a  solemn  embassy,  of  the  titular  patriarch 
of  Alexandria,  two  archbishops,  five  bishops,  five  abbots, 
three  knights,  and  twenty  doctors,  was  sent  to  the  courts  of 
Avignon  and  Borne,  to  require,  in  the  name  of  the  church 
and  king,  the  abdication  of  the  two  pretenders,  of  Peter  de 
Luna,  who  styled  himself  Benedict  the  Thirteenth,  and 
of  Angelo  Corrario,  who  assumed  the  name  of  Gr^goiy  the 
Twelfth.  For  the  anoient  honor  of  Bome,  and  the  sacoess 
of  their  oommission,  the  ambassadors  solicited  a  conferenoe 
with  the  magistrates  of  the  eilj^  whom  they  gratified  by  a 
positive  declaration  that  the  most  Christian  kidg  did  not 
entertain  a  wish  of  transporting  the  holy  see  from  the  Yati- 
eaiiy  which  he  considered  as  the  genuine  and  proper  seat  of 
the  enoceaaor  of  St.  Peter.  In  the  name  of  the  senate  and  peo* 
pie,  an  eloquent  Roman  asserted  their  desire  to  co-operate  in 
the  union  of  the  church,  deplored  the  temporal  and  spiritual 
ealamitieB  of  the  lo^g  schism,  and  requested  the  protection  of 
France  against  the  anna  of  the  king  of  Naples.  The  answers 
of  Benedict  and  Gregory  were  alike  edifying  and  alike  de* 
eeitful;  and,  in  evading  the  demand  of  their  abdication,  the 
two  rivals  were  animated  by  a  oommon  spirit.  They  agreed 
on  the  necessity  of  a  previous  interview,  but  the  time,  the 
place,  and  the  manner,  oould  never  be  ascertained  by  mntoal 
consent.  **If  the  one  advances,*'  says  a  servant  of  Gregory, 
*'the  other  retreats;  the  one  appears  an  animal  fearful  of  the 
land,  the  other  a  ereature  apprehensive  of  the  water.  And 
thus,  lor  a  short  renmant  of  hf  e  and  power,  will  these  aged 
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phestB  endnnger  the  peace  and  salvation  of  the  Christian 
world."" 

The  Christian  world  was  at  length  provoked  by  their 
obstinacy  and  fraud :  they  were  deserted  by  their  cardinals, 
who  embraced  each  other  as  friends  and  colleagues;  and 
their  revolt  was  supported  by  a  numerous  anscmbly  of  prel- 
ates and  ambassadors.  With  equal  justice,  the  council  of 
Pisa  (a. D.  1409)  dei)osed  the  popes  of  Rome  and  Avignon; 
the  conclave  was  unanimous  in  the  choice  of  Alexander  the 
Fifth,  and  his  vacant  seat  wsis  soon  filled  by  a  similar  elec- 
tion of  John  the  Twenty -third,  the  most  profligate  of  man- 
kind. But,  instead  of  extinguishing  the  schism,  the  rash- 
ness of  the  French  and  Italians  had  given  a  third  pretender 
to  the  chair  of  St.  Peter.  Such  new  claims  of  the  synod  and 
conclave  were  disputed:  three  kings,  of  Germany,  Hungary, 
and  Naples,  adliered  to  the  cause  of  Gregory  the  Twelfth; 
and  Benedict  tlie  Thirtecmth,  himself  a  Spaniard,  was  ac- 
knowledged by  the  devotion  an<l  patriotisin  of  that  powerful 
nation.  The  rash  proceedings  of  Pisa  were  corrected  by  the 
council  of  Constance  (a.d.  1414-1418);  the  emperor  Sigis- 
mond  acted  a  conspicuous  part  as  the  advocate  or  protector 
of  the  Catholic  church;  and  the  number  and  weight  of  civil 
and  ecclesiastical  members  might  seem  to  constitute  the 
states-general  of  Europe.  Of  tlie  three  popes,  John  the 
Twenty-third  was  the  first  victim:  he  fled  and  was  brought 
back  a  prisoner:  the  most  scandalous  charges  were  sup- 
pressed;  and,  aft^^r  subscribing  his  own  condemnation,  he 
expiated  in  prison  the  imprudence  of  trusting  his  person 
to  a  free  city  beyond  the  Alps.  Gregory  the  Twelfth,  whose 
obedience  was  reduced  to  the  narrow  precincts?  of  Rimini, 
descended  with  more  honor  from  the  throne,  and  his  ambas- 
•ador  ooQvened  the  seeaion,  in  which  he  renooaoed  the  title 


*  Leonardut  Bnititts  Aredntts,  one  of  tlra  rarlTWi  of  diMio  iMmliif  Id  Itriy, 

who,  aftor  sr-n-itij;  m  inv  voars  as  Rocretarv  Iii  tlie  Roman  court,  rttirod  to  iTie 
iMMnble  offiM  ol  dwaoi  Uor  of  the  rapublio  of  Jflonoco  (Mrio.  Bfiilio.  IM. 
Mw,  L  MO).   LMlMit  ha8  givao  the  of  dill  onioiia  MiMli  (OHMlb  4a 
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anrl  authority  of  lawful  pope.  To  vanquish  the  obstinacy  of 
Benedict  the  Thirteenth  or  hiH  adherents,  the  emperor  in 
person  nndertook  a  journey  from  Constance  to  Perpignan. 
The  kings  of  Castile,  Aragon,  Navarre,  and  Scotland, 
obtained  an  equal  and  honorable  treaty;  with  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Spaniards,  Benedict  was  deposed  by  the  coun- 
cil; but  the  harmless  old  man  was  left  in  a  solitary  castle 
toexcommanicate  twice  each  day  the  rebel  kingdoms  which 
bad  deserted  his  cause.  After  thus  eradicating  the  remains 
of  the  Bohism,  the  synod  of  Constance  proceeded,  with  slow 
attd  cantious  steps,  to  elect  the  sovereign  of  Bome  and  the 
h&kd  of  the  church.  On  this  momentous  occasion,  the  col- 
lege of  twenty- three  cardinals  was  fortified  with  thirty 
d^vties;  six  of  whom  were  chosen  in  each  of  the  five  great 
nations  of  Christrnflom,  the  Italian,  the  Gheman,  the  French, 
the  Spanish,  and  the  Engliih  "  the  interference  of  strangers 
was  Bolteaed  by  their  generoas  pnCeieiioe  of  an  Italian  and 
a  Bomaii;  and  the  hereditary,  aa  ipell  as  penMmal,  ikierit  of 


^  I  cannot  overlook  this  great  nalional  catue,  wUell  was  Tigoroualy  main- 
tained by  the  Eugliali  ambasaadors  againat  tlione  of  France.  The  latter  con- 
tended  that  Christondom  was  eaaentially  distribotod  into  the  four  great  nRtionfl 
sod  votes,  of  Italj,  Ciienuanjr,  France,  and  Spvn ;  and  that  the  leaser  kingdoms 
(such  OS  EnglHidt  Denmark,  Poriu^iU,  etc.)  were  coinprohouded  under  one  or 
other  of  these  prrcat  divisions.  Tlio  English  asKerted  i\i%x.  the  British  Islauds, 
of  which  they  were  the  head,  should  be  considered  as  a  tifiii  and  co-ordinate 
narton,  wMi  an  equal  vote;  and  every  argument  of  truth  or  fublo  was  intro- 
duced to  oxalt  the  dignify  of  thnir  rntintry.  Including  Enpl.tiiil,  Scotlimd, 
▼ales,  the  four  kingdoms  of  Ireland,  and  tho  Orkneys,  the  British  Islaada  aie 
decorated  with  eight  royal  crowns,  and  diHcriminated  by  four  or  five  langnagM, 
English,  Welsh,  CJomiah,  Scotch,  Irish,  etc.  The  greater  island  from  north  to 
south  measures  800  miles,  or  40  days'  journey;  and  England  alono  contains  32 
ooantlea,  and  62,000  parish  churches  (a  bold  account!),  besides  cathedrals, 
colleges,  priories,  and  hospitals.  Tlioy  celebrate  the  mission  of  St.  Joseph  of 
Arimaihea,  the  birth  of  Constantino,  and  the  legatine  powers  of  the  two 
primates,  without  forgetting  the  testimony  of  Bartholemy  de  Olanville 
1360),  who  reckons  only  four  Ohristian  kinsrdonis,  1.  Of  Rome.  2.  Of  Con- 
Btantinoplp,  3.  Of  Ireland,  which  had  been  transferred  to  tho  English  ironarcha, 
md,  4.  Of  Spain.  Our  countrymen  piwalM  la  the  council,  bat  the  victories  oC 
Henry  V.  added  mnch  weight  to  the  artriiments.  The  ad rerse  pi eadlngs  were 
found  ai  Constance  by  Bkr  Robert  Wingfleld.  ambassador  from  Henry  VIII.  to 
the  emperor  MnfeBrflMi  L,  widliy  Mm  printed  in  1617  at  Lonvain.  From  a 
Leipsic  MS.  they  are  more  correctly  publiHhod  in  the  Collect,  of  Von  dor  Hardt, 
:  but  I  have  only  wen  LeolMit'a  abstract  of  these  acta  (OoncQe  de  Oonatan. 
n.       4n»  •11.)^ 
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Otho  Colonna  recommended  him  to  the  conclave.  Rome 
accepted  with  joy  and  obedience  the  noblest  of  her  sons,  the 
ecclesiastical  state  was  defended  by  his  powerful  family,  and 
the  elevation  of  Martin  the  Fifth  is  the  era  of  the  restoration 
and  establishment  of  the  popes  in  the  Vatican.'* 

The  royal  prerogative  of  coining  money,  which  had  been 
exercised  near  three  hundred  years  by  the  senate,  was  Jirst 
(a.D.  1417)  resumed  by  Martin  the  Fifth,"  and  his  image 
and  superscription  introduce  the  series  of  the  papal  medals. 
Of  his  two  immediate  successors,  Eugenius  the  Fourth  (a.d. 
1431)  was  the  last  pope  expelled  by  the  tumults  of  tlie  Roman 
people,"  and  Nicholas  the  Fifth  (a.d.  1447)  the  last  who 
was  importuned  by  the  presence  of  a  Boman  emperor.** 
I.  The  conflict  of  Eugenius  with  the  fathers  of  Basil,  and 
the  weight  or  apprehension  of  a  new  excise,  emboldened 
fjid  provoked  the  Romans  to  usurp  the  temporal  govern- 
ment of  the  city.  Tliey  rose  in  anns  (a.d.  1434,  May  29- 
Oct.  26),  elected  seven  governors  of  the  republic  and  a  con- 
stable of  the  Capitol ;  imprisoned  the  pope's  nephew ;  besieged 
his  person  in  the  palace;  and  shot  volleys  of  arrows  into  his 
burk  as  he  escaped  down  the  Tiber  in  the  habit  of  a  monk. 
But  lie  still  possessed  in  the  castle  of  St.  Angelo  a  faithful 
garrison  and  a  train  of  artillery:  their  batteries  incessantly 
thundered  on  the  city,  and  a  bullet  mor^  dexterously  pointed 


*  Tb0  histories  of  th«  three  Buccewive  coanons,  Piaft,  Oonstanoe,  and  Basil, 

Lave  been  written  with  •  tolerablu  decree  of  candor,  industry,  and  elegance,  by 
a  Protestant  minister,  IL  Leofant,  wlio  retired  from  France  to  Berlin.  Tbej 
loiiD  riz  Tols.  4to;  sad  m  Bairil  to  the  woral,  so  OoostMioe  to  lh«  best,  psit  of 

the  colloctioD. 

K  The  xxviith  Dissert,  of  the  Antiquities  of  Muratori.  and  the  Ist  Instruction 
of  tfa«  Setonoe  det  lledsflles  of  the  Nra  Jbabeit  sod  the  Bsnrn  de  to  Bastls. 
The  Metallii"  Ili^t.  of  Mfirlin  V.  and  his  gucco»?orH  lia-s  been  compOMd  by  two 
monies,  Muuliuet,  a  Frenchman,  and  Booanni,  an  Italian ;  but  1  undamtand  that 
tito  first  part  of  the  ■ertos  is  restored  from  more  feeent  ooiuL 

"  BcsidcH  the  Lives  of  Eugenius  IV.  (Ror.  Ital.  iii.  p.  i.  869,  and  xxv. 
256),  the  Diaries  of  Paul  Petroni  and  Stephen  Infessura  are  the  best  original 
eTMOBce  for  tfw  revolt  of  the  Romuu  ai»iait  Bugenins  IV.  The  lofner,  whe 
lived  Ht  the  tinio  and  on  the  spot,  Kjpmk»  the  toagwffe  of  A  elttaoB  egniVjr  efnM 
of  priestlj  and  popular  tyraaoj. 

*  TheooroosMiiof  miMlellL  to  daeoHbod  ligr  Laofuil  (Oonoito  de  Bad% 
N.Sf6-IM)tai  Aeee^jlTim^  •  ipeotelor  end  eelor  to  that  lytoadid  ieaoe. 
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orolre  d<ywii  the  bMrriMde  of  the  bridge,  and  ncatteiod  wMi 
a  single  shot  the  heroes  of  the  republic.  Their  conetanoy 
was  ezhaosted  by  a  rebellion  of  ftya  months.  Under  the 
tyranny  of  Ghibelline  nobles  the  wifleet  patriots  regretted 
^bb  dominion  of  the  chnrch;  a&d  their  repentance  was  miani- 
moiis  and  effectual.  The  troops  of  St.  Peter  again  oocnpicd 
Ike  Capitol;  the  BUigistrates  departed  to  their  homes;  ihe 
most  gnilty  were  executed  or  exiled;  and  the  legato^  at 
the  head  of  2,000  foot  and  4,000  horse,  was  sainted  aa  the 
father  of  the  citjr.  The  synods  of  Fcrrara  and  Floreaee, 
the  fear  or  rooentmeat  of  Engenins,  prolonged  his  absence: 
ba  was  receiyed  by  a  snbmiesiye  people;  bnt  the  pontiff 
nndeistood,  from  the  acclamations  of  his  triamphal  cntiy, 
that  to  secure  their  loyalty  anci  his  own  repose  be  moiBt 
grant,  without  delay,  the  abolition  of  the  odions  excise. 
II.  Borne  was  restored,  adorned,  and  enlightened,  by  tfia 
peacef oi  laign  of  Kiobolaa  the  Fifth.  In  the  midst  of  tiieaa 
laudable  occupations,  the  pope  was  alarmed  by  the  approaell 
of  Frederic  the  Third  of  Austria;  thoogb  his  fears  could  not 
be  juBtifled  by  the  character  or  the  power  of  the  Inqperial 
candidate.  AiFter  drawing  hia  military  force  to  the  metrop- 
olis, and  imposing  the  best  security  of  oaths^  (a.d.  1452, 
Mansh  18)  and  treaties,  Niohoka  received  with  a  smiling 
oountonanoe  the  faithful  advocate  and  vassal  of  the  church. 
So  tame  were  the  times,  so  feeble  irss  the  Aastrian,  that  the 
pomp  of  hia  coronation  was  accomplished  with  order  and 
harmony:  b«t  the  superfluous  honor  was  so  disgraceful  to  aft 
independent  nation  that  his  successors  hare  excused  tiiem- 
selves  from  the  toilsome  pilgrimage  to  the  Tatioan;  and 
rest  their  Imperial  title  on  the  dboice  d  the  electora  of 
Germany. 

A  citizen  has  remarked,  with  pride  and  pleasure,  that  the 
king  of  the  Bomana,  after  passing  with  a  slight  salute  the 


*  The  oath  of  iMMf  (npo«ed  on  the  emperor  by  tbft  pope  li  rworJsd  moA 

mnotifled  in  tho  ricnr  ntinp^^  {\.  ii  tit.  ix  );  and  .finens  Sylvius,  who  oTijfHTs  to 
this  new  deoiaad,  oould  not  foreeee  tbst  tai  a  few  jeara  he  ekould  aaoend  the 
Vbnmm,  and  imbibe  the  maxima,  of  BonifMe  Tin. 
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cardinalB  and  prelates  who  met  him  at  the  gate,  distinguished 
the  dress  and  person  of  the  senator  of  Rome;  and,  in  this 
last  farewell  the  pageants  of  the  empire  and  the  republic 
were  clasped  in  one  friendly  embrace.**  According  to  the 
laws  of  Korae,"  her  first  magistrate  was  required  to  be  a 
doctor  of  laws,  an  alien,  of  a  place  at  least  forty  miles  from 
the  city;  with  whoso  inhabitants  he  must  not  be  connected 
in  the  third  cunonical  degree  of  blood  or  alliance.  The 
election  was  annual:  a  severe  scrutiny  was  instituted  into 
the  conduct  of  the  departing  senator;  nor  could  he  be  re- 
called to  the  same  office  till  after  the  expiration  of  two  years. 
A  liberal  salary  of  3,<X>0  florins  was  assigned  for  his  expense 
and  reward;  and  his  public  appearance  represented  the  maj- 
esty of  the  republic.  His  robes  were  of  gold  brocade  or 
crimson  velvet,  or  in  the  summer  season  of  a  lighter  silk; 
he  bore  in  his  hand  an  ivory  sceptre;  the  Bound  of  trumpets 
announced  his  approach ;  and  his  solemn  steps  were  preceded 
at  least  by  four  lictors  or  attendants,  whose  red  wands  were 
enveloped  with  bands  or  streamers  of  the  golden  color  or 
livery  of  the  city.  His  oath  in  the  Capitol  proclaims  his 
right  and  duty  to  observe  and  assert  the  laws,  to  control  the 
proud,  to  i)rotect  the  poor,  and  to  exercise  justice  and  mercy 
within  the  extent  of  his  jurisdiction.  In  these  useful  func- 
tions he  was  assisted  by  three  learned  stmngers;  the  two 
collaterals^  and  the  judge  of  criminal  appeals:  their  frequent 
trials  of  robberies,  ra])es,  and  murders,  are  attested  by  the 
laws;  and  the  weakness  of  these  laws  connives  at  the  licen- 
tiousness of  private  feuds  and  armed  associations  for  mutual 
defence.  But  the  senator  was  confined  to  the  administration 
at  justioe:  the  Capitol,  the  treasury,  and  the  government  of 

*  Lo  senatore  di  Roma,  vestito  di  brocarto  oon  quella  beratta,  e  oou  quelle 
Mttlehe,  et  ornamontl  di  pelle.  co'  quail  ▼»  alto  leste  dl  Ttetaodo  •  Nagone, 
■light  escape  Dm  eye  of  MueM  Sylvius,  lint  he  ifl  vtofrvd  with  admiration  mmI 
Moaplacency  by  the  Roman  citizen  (I  iiario  di  Siephaiio  Infetsura,  n,  11S3), 

«  8ee»  in  the  Statutes  of  Romo,  the  §maior  md  IknejudgmJ^.  L  e.  S-14). 

eonsorvatora  (L  L  c.  16,  16,  17,  L  iii.  c.  4),  the  caporioni  (1-  i.  c.  18,  1.  ill.  c. 
8),  the  M(Te<  eommcU  (1.  iii.  c.  2),  the  common  council  (L  iii.  c.  3).  The  title  ol 
ftudt,  d^ftamem,  aet»  violtme*,  oto..  It  apraad  through  many  a  chapter  (o.  14- 
4»)U  tteMooBdbook. 
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the  city  and  its  territory  were  intrusted  to  the  three  conserva- 
tors, who  were  chunged  four  times  in  each  year:  the  militia 
of  the  thirteen  regions  assembled  under  the  banners  of -their 
respective  chiefs,  or  caporiimi;  and  the  first  of  these  was 
distinguished  by  the  name  and  dignity  of  the  prior.  The 
popalar  legislature  oonsisted  of  the  secret  and  tiie  common 
councils  of  the  Romans.  The  former  was  composed  of  the 
magistrates  and  their  immediate  predecessors,  with  some 
fiscal  and  legal  oflScers,  and  three  classes  of  thirteen,  twenty. 

and  forty,  counsellors;  amonnting  in  the  whole  to  about 
one  hundred  and  twen^  persons.  In  tlie  common  council 
all  male  citizens  had  a  right  to  TOte;  and  the  value  of  tiieir 
pririlege  waa  enhanced  by  the  oare  with  which  any  foreign- 
era  were  preyented  from  usurpuig  tlie  title  and  character  of 
Bomans.  The  tumult  of  a  democracy  was  checked  by  wise 
and  jealouB  pvecaationB:  ezoept  the  magistrates,  none  conld 
pit^oae  a  question:  none  was  permitted  to  speak,  exoepi 
from  an  open  pulpit  or  tribunal;  all  disorderly  acclamaUons 
were  suppressed ;  the  sense  of  the  majori^  was  decided  by 
a  secret  ballot;  and  their  decrees  were  promulgated  in  the 
yenerable  name  of  the  Boman  senate  and  people.  H  would 
not  be  easy  to  assign  a  period  in  wliich  this  theory  of  govern- 
ment has  been  reduced  to  accurate  and  constant  piaotice, 
since  the  establishment  of  order  has  beeft  gradually  connected 
with  the  decay  of  liberty.  But  in  the  year  one  tiionsand  five 
hundred  and  eighty,  the  aneient  statutes  were  ooUeoledi 
methodised  in  three  books,  and  adapted  to  present  nsa^ 
under  the  pontificate,  and  with  the  approbation,  of  Gregory 
the  Thirteenth:**  hia  civil  and  criminal  oode  is  the  modern 
law  of  the  city;  and,  if  tiie  popular  assemblies  faave  been 
abolished,  a  foreign  fsnator,  wHb  tlie  tluee  ooiMerraton, 


"  !^U!f.H(a  almce  Urbis  Roma  Audoritate  S.  D,  .V.  Grcgorii  XIU.  Pont. 
Moot,  a  Hcuaid  Popuioque  Rom.  r^ormata  et  tdita.  Roma,  1580,  in  folio.  The 
«bMhto,  nimgiuuit  umiUm  of  antiqiittf  ware  coainiiiaed  !■  #re  eoofcs,  and 
LiiCM  Ptetim,  n  lairyer  and  antiqtmrian,  wnn  appoiniedl  t9  act  w  the  modern 
TifbaalaB.    Tet  i  r^grafc  tfae  oM  oeAe,  with  tbe  ruggdl  eran  o<  freedom  and 
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Btill  resides  in  the  palace  of  the  Capitol."  The  policy  of  the 
Caesars  has  been  repeated  by  the  popes;  and  the  bishop  of 
Home  affected  to  maintain  the  form  of  a  rej)ublic,  while 
he  reigned  with  the  absolute  powers  of  a  temporal,  as  well 
as  spiritual,  monarch. 

It  is  an  obvious  truth  that  the  times  must  be  suited  to 
extraordinary  characters,  and  that  the  genius  of  Cromwell 
or  Retz  might  now  expire  in  obscurity.  The  political  en- 
thusiasm of  Rienzi  had  exalttnl  him  to  a  throne;  the  same 
enthusiasm,  in  the  next  century,  conducted  his  imitator  to 
tbe  gallows.  The  birth  of  Stephen  Porcaro  was  noble,  his 
reputation  spotless;  his  tongue  was  armed  with  eloquence, 
his  mind  was  enlightened  with  learning;  and  he  aspired, 
beyond  the  aim  of  vulgar  ambition,  to  free  his  country  and 
immortalize  his  name.  The  dominion  of  })rie8ts  is  most 
odious  to  a  liberal  spirit:  every  scruple  was  removed  by  the 
recent  knowledge  of  tlie  fable  and  forgery  of  Constantine's 
donation;  Petrarch  was  now  the  oracle  of  the  Italians;  and, 
as  often  as  Porcaro  revolved  the  ode  which  describes  the 
'  patriot  and  hero  of  Rome,  he  applied  to  himself  the  visions 
of  the  prophetic  bard.  His  first  trial  of  the  popular  feelings 
"was  at  the  funeral  of  Eugenius  the  Fourth:  in  an  elaborate 
speech  he  called  the  Romans  to  liberty  and  arms;  and  they 
listened  with  apparent  pleasure,  till  Porcaro  was  interrupted 
and  answered  by  a  grave  advocate,  who  pleaded  for  the 
church  and  state.  By  every  law  the  seditious  orator  was 
guilty  of  treason;  but  the  benevolence  of  the  new  pontiff, 
who  viewed  his  character  with  pity  and  esteem,  attempted 
by  an  honorable  ofTice  to  convert  tlie  patriot  into  a  friend. 
The  inflexible  Roman  returned  from  Anai^ni  with  an  increase 
of  reputation  and  zeal;  and,  on  the  first  (>]>portunity,  the 
games  of  the  place  Navona,  he  tried  to  inflame  the  casual 
dispute  of  some  boja  a&d  mechanics  into  a  general  rising 


"  In  my  Ume  (1766),  and  In  M.  Grosley's  (Observ.  sur  I'ltAlio,  ii.  361)  the 
teoalor  of  Bome  was  M.  Bielke,  a  noble  Swede,  and  a  prptel/ke  lo  ihe  Catholic 
fyth.   The  pope's  right  to  appoint  the  MMUir  wd  Iks  oiiMMWHor  ii  iapUed, 
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of  the  people.  Yet  the  humane  Nicholas  was  still  averse  to 
accept  the  forfeit  of  his  life;  and  the  traitor  was  removed 
from  the  scene  of  temptation  to  Bologna,  with  a  liberal  allow- 
ance for  his  support,  and  the  easy  obligation  of  presenting 
himself  each  daj  before  the  governor  of  the  city.  But  Por- 
oaro  had  learned  from  the  younger  Brutus  that  with  tyrants 
BO  faith  or  gratitude  ahould  be  observed:  the  exile  declaimed 
against  the  arbitrary  sentence;  a  party  and  a  conspiracy  was 
gradually  formed;  his  nephew,  a  daring  youth,  assembled 
a  band  of  volunteers;  and,  on  the  appointed  evening  (a.d. 
1453,  Jan.  9),  a  feast  was  prepared  at  his  house  for  the  friends 
of  the  lepublio.  Their  leader,  who  had  escaped  from  Bo- 
logna, appeared  among  them  in  a  robe  of  purple  and  gold: 
his  voice,  his  countenance,  his  gestures,  bespoke  the  man 
who  had  devoted  his  life  or  death  to  the  glorious  cause.  In 
a  studied  oration  he  expatiated  on  the  motives  and  the  means 
of  their  enterprise:  the  name  and  liberties  of  Bome;  the  sloth 
and  pride  of  their  ecclesiastical  tyrants;  the  active  or  passive 
consent  of  their  fellow-citiflens;  three  hundred  soldiers  and 
four  hundred  exiles,  long  exercised  in  arms  or  in  wrongs; 
the  license  of  lerenge  to  edge  their  swords,  and  a  million 
of  ducats  to  rewaxd  their  victory.  It  would  be  easy  (he 
said),  on  the  next  day,  the  festival  of  the  Epiphany,  to  seiae 
the  pope  and  his  cardinals  before  the  doors,  or  at  the  altar, 
cxf  St,  Peter's;  to  lead  them  in  chains  under  the  walls  of  St. 
Angelo;  to  extort,  by  the  threat  of  their  instant  deaths  a  sur- 
render of  the  casfle;  to  ascend  the  racant  Capitol;  to  ring 
the  alann-bell;  and  to  restore  in  a  popular  assembly  the 
ancient  republic  of  Borne.  While  he  triumphed,  he  was 
already  betrayed.  The  senator,  with  a  strong  guard,  iuTCSted 
the  house:  the  nephew  of  Poroaro  cut  his  way  through  the 
crowd;  but  the  uiiortunate  Stephen  was  drawn  from  a  chest, 
lamenting  that  his  enemies  had  anticipated,  by  three  hours, 
the  execution  of  his  design.  After  such  manifest  and  re- 
peated guilt,  CTcn  the  mercy  of  Nicholas  was  silent  Por- 
oaro, and  nine  of  his  aooomplices,  were  hanged  without  the 
benefit  of  the  sacraments;  and,  amid  the  fears  and  inreotiyea 
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of  the  papal  court,  the  Bomans  pitied,  and  almost  applauded, 
theee  martyrs  of  their  country.**  But  their  applause  was 
mute,  their  pity  ineffectual,  their  liberty  forever  extinct; 
and,  if  they  have  since  risen  in  a  vacancy  of  the  throne  or 
a  scarcity  of  bread,  such  accideuUil  tumults  may  be  found 
in  the  bosom  of  the  most  abject  servitude. 

But  the  independence  of  the  nobles,  which  was  fomented 
by  discord,  survived  the  freedom  of  the  commons,  which 
must  be  founded  in  union.  A  privilege  of  rapine  and  op- 
pression WU.S  long  maintained  by  the  barons  of  Rome;  their 
houses  were  a  fortress  and  a  sanctuary:  and  the  ferocious 
train  of  biuiditti  and  criminals  whom  they  protected  from  the 
law  repaid  the  hospitality  with  the  service  of  their  swords 
Jind  daggers.  Tlie  private  interest  of  the  pontiffs,  or  their 
iiej)hews,  sometimes  involved  them  in  these  domestic  feuds. 
Under  the  reign  of  Sixtus  the  Fourth,  Home  was  distracted 
by  the  battles  and  sieges  of  the  rival  houses:  after  the  con- 
flagration of  his  palace,  the  protonotary  Colonna  was  tortured 
and  beheaded;  and  Savelli,  his  captive  friend,  was  murdered 
on  the  spot,  for  refusing  to  join  in  the  acclamations  of  the 
victorious  Ursini.**  But  the  popes  no  longer  trembled  in 
the  Vatican:  they  had  strength  to  command,  if  they  had 
resolution  to  claim,  the  obedience  of  their  subjeots;  and  the 
strangers,  who  observed  these  partial  diaorden,  admired  the 
eiay  tazea  and  wiae  adminiatiation  of  the  eooleaiaalioal  atato.** 


*  Besides  the  curious  though  conciee  narradve  of  Machterel  f lit.  Floraot 
1.  vL  Op.  L  810,  ed.  LoDdra,  1747,  4io),  the  Torcarian  coriKpirscy  is  related  in 
tho  Diary  of  Stephea  InfeHsura  (Bar.  ItaL  iii.  p.  ii.  1134),  and  in  a  separate 
tract  bj  Leo  Baptista  Alberti  (Rer.  ItaL  xxr.  609).  It  is  arousing  to  compare 
the  style  and  sentiments  of  the  courtier  and  citizen.  Facinus  prof ec to  quo 
.  .  .  .  noque  periculo  horribiliun,  neque  audaciA  deteetabilius,  oeque  crudoUlate 
letriaa,  a  quoquata  pertftMino  uflpiam  excogitatum  sit  ...  .  iViwiaMn  la  vtlH 
^piaU*  liuomo  da  bene,  e  amatoro  dc-llo  bono  et  lihcrtA  di  Roma. 

**  The  disorders  of  Rome,  which  \NCTe  much  iullanied  by  the  fttftiility  of 
flIsliM  IT.,  am  exposed  in  the  Diaries  of  two  spectators,  Stephen  Infcssura, 
an  aBooymous  citizen.  Bee  the  troubles  of  the  year  mA  the  dMih 
of  tho  protonotary  Colonna,  in  iii.  p.  ii.  1083,  1168. 

^  K.HC  toute  ]» lane  de  f^gllie  troabMe  jpoiir  eelte  perlUM  (dee  Colonnes  el 
dee  Uraioa),  come  nous  dirions  Luce  et  Granimont,  on  en  Hollaade  Houc  et 
Caballau  \  et  quand  oe  ne  seroit  cu  diilerend  ia  terre  de  Tc^Uac  seroii  la  plua 
IwaMuaa  baMbllBu  pear  Ih  Bp|tlt»  qfA  lolt  ftm  toot  li  noBde  (cir  Oa  ne 
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The  spiritual  thunders  of  the  Vatican  depend  on  the  force 
of  opinion:  and,  if  that  opinion  be  supplanted  bj  reason  or 
passion,  the  sound  may  idly  waste  itself  in  the  air;  and  the 
helpless  priest  is  exposed  to  the  brutal  violence  of  a  noble 
or  a  plebeian  adversary.  But,  after  their  return  from  Avig- 
non, the  keys  of  St.  Peter  were  guarded  (a.d.  1500,  etc)  bj 
the  sword  of  St.  PauL  Borne  was  oonunanded  by  an  impreg- 
nable citadel :  the  nae  of  cannon  is  a  powerful  engine  against 
popular  seditions:  a  regular  force  of  cavaliy  and  infantry 
was  enlisted  under  the  banners  of  the  pope:  his  ample  rev- 
enues supplied  the  resources  of  war;  and,  from  the  extent 
of  his  domain,  he  could  bring  down  on  a  rebellious  city  an 
army  of  hostile  neighbors  and  loyal  subjects."  Since  the 
union  of  the  duchies  of  Ferrara  and  Urbino,  the  ecclesiastical 
state  extends  from  the  Mediterranean  to  the  Hadriatic,  and 
from  the  confines  of  Naples  to  the  banks  of  the  Po;  and,  as 
early  as  the  sixteenth  century,  the  greater  part  of  that  spa- 
dous  and  fruitful  country  acknowledged  the  lawful  claims 
and  temporal  sovereignty  of  the  Roman  pontiffs.  Their 
claims  were  readily  deduced  from  the  genuinei  or  fabulous, 
donations  of  the  darker  ages:  the  successiye  steps  of  their 
final  settlement  would  engage  us  too  far  in  the  transactions 
of  Italy,  and  even  of  Burope;  the  crimes  of  Alexander  the 
Sixth,  the  martial  operations  of  Julius  the  Second,  and  the 
liberal  policy  of  Leo  the  Tenth,  a  theme  which  has  been 
adorned  by  the  pens  of  the  noblest  historians  of  the  times.** 


pajeat  nl  tailles  ni  guereo  autres  cbosee),  et  seroieat  toujours  biea  conduita  Us^e 
toajonn  iM  papM  sont  mees  e(  Men  eoMwUMe);  tukk  tite  aonviiit  on  adviMit 
d0  granda  et  cruels  menrlrcs  et  pillerios. 

Bjr  the  ecouomy  of  Sixtus  Y.  Uie  revenue  of  the  eodeaiaatioal  state  was 
ndted  to  two  millioiis  and  a  half  of  Roman  erowna  (Vila,  H.  flSl-tM);  and  ao 

regular  was  the  mililary  eatabliahment  that  in  one  month  Clement  VIlI.  could 
invade  the  duchy  of  Ferrara  with  3,000  horse  and  20,000  foot  (iii.  64).  Since 
that  tinw  (A.D.  169Y),  the  papal  anna  are  happily  rusted;  bat  the  ravoDno  muat 
hare  grained  some  nominal  increase. 

*  More  especially  by  Ouiociardini  and  ICachiavel:  in  the  general  history  of 
tiia  flonnar;  In  tiha  Florantino  MataMy,  tiw  Prince,  and  the  political  dtaoonraoa 
of  the  latter.  These,  with  their  wortliy  fliiccewsors,  Fra  Paolo  and  Davila,  were 
Justly  eateemed  the  first  historians  of  modem  languages,  till,  in  (ha  praaeot  agOb 
Beottuid  aroae,  to  dlipala  tha  priaa  with  Italy  banitf. 
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In  the  first  period  of  their  conqne«t8,  till  the  expedition  of 
Charles  the  Eighth,  the  popes  might  sDcceesfully  wrestle 
with  the  adjacent  princes  and  states,  whose  military  force 
was  equal,  or  inferior,  to  their  own.  But  as  soon  as  the 
monarcha  of  France,  Germany,  and  Spain,  contended  with 
gigantic  amis  for  the  dominion  of  Italy,  they  supplied  witk 
art  the  deficiency  of  strength;  and  concealed,  in  a  labyrinth 
of  wars  and  treaties,  their  aspiring  views,  and  the  immortal 
hope  of  chasing  tlie  Barbarians  beyond  the  Alps.  The  nice 
balance  of  the  Vatican  was  often  subverted  by  the  soldiers 
of  the  North  and  Wt  st,  who  were  united  under  the  stand- 
ard of  Charles  the  Fifth:  the  feeble  and  fluctuating  policy 
of  Clement  the  Seventh  exposed  his  person  and  dominions  to 
the  conqueror;  and  Rome  was  abandoned  seven  months  to  a 
lawless  army,  more  cruel  and  rapacious  than  the  Goths  and 
Vandals.'*  After  tliis  severe  lesson,  the  popes  contracted 
their  ambition,  which  was  almost  satisfied,  resumed  the  char^ 
acter  of  a  common  parent,  and  abstained  from  all  offensive 
hostilities,  except  in  a  hasty  quarrel,  when  the  vicar  of  Christ 
and  the  Turkish  sultan  were  armed  at  the  same  time  againsl 
the  kingdom  of  Naples."  The  French  and  Germans  at  lengtlL 
withdrew  from  the  field  of  battle:  Milan,  Naples,  Sioilj,  Sar- 
dinia, and  the  seft-ooast  of  TuBcany,  were  firmly  possessed 
hf  the  Spaniards;  and  it  became  their  interest  to  maintain 
the  peace  and  dependence  of  Italy,  which  continued  almost 
without  disturbance  from  the  middle  of  the  sixteenth  to  tiie 
opening  of  the  eighteenth  century.  The  Vatican  was  swayed 
and  protected  by  the  religious  policy  of  the  Catholic  king: 
lua  prejndioe  and  interest  diapoaed  him  in  everj  diapoto  to 


In  the  history  of  the  Gothic  akye,  I  have  compared  the  Bcu-barians  witk 
the  BubjectB  of  Oharles  Y..  an  anticipation,  which,  like  that  oC  the  Tartar  coo- 

MOtifalBion  of  mv  work. 

The  ambitloiM  and  feabla  hoeiUitieB  d  tha  Oarafla  pope,  Paul  IV..  may  be 
■MB  la  Thnanm  (I.  sH-«vM.)  ttBd  OiaoMM  (Ir.  14»-16a^  Iboee  QMbiKa 
bIfrotA,  Philip  IT.  nnd  tho  Mn  of  AK-h,  prf^umed  to  Mparate  the  Bom  an 
prtBOB  from  the  viear  of  GMM:  yet  the  hdjr  character,  which  wooU  hava 
■uMllfled  hk  TiolQiy,  was  tmmtXy  appMM  la  fiHiBl  Ma  Mat 
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support  the  prince  against  the  people;  and  instead  of  the 
encouragement,  the  aid,  and  the  asylum,  which  they  obtained 
•  from  the  adjacent  states,  the  friends  of  liberty,  or  the  enemies 
of  law,  were  enclosed  on  all  sides  within  the  iron  circle  of 
despotism.  The  long  habits  of  obedience  and  education 
subdued  the  turbulent  spirit  of  the  nobles  and  commons 
of  Rome.  The  barons  forgot  the  arms  and  factions  of  their 
anoestors,  and  in5;onsibly  became  the  servants  of  luxury  and 
government.  Instead  of  maintaining  a  crowd  of  tenants  and 
followers,  the  produce  of  their  estates  was  consumed  in  the 
private  expenses,  which  multiply  the  pleasures,  anddiminisli 
the  power,  of  the  lord.*'  The  Golonna  and  Ursini  vied  with 
each  other  in  the  decoration  ol  their  palaoes  and  chapels; 
and  their  antique  splendor  was  rivalled  or  surpassed  by  the 
sudden  opulence  of  the  papal  families.  In  Bome  the  voice 
of  freedom  and  discord  is  no  longer  heard;  and,  instead  of 
the  foaming  torrent,  a  smooth  and  stagnant  lake  refleots  the 
image  of  idleness  and  servitude. 

A  Christian,  a  philosopher,**  and  a  patriot,  will  be  equally 
scandalized  by  the  temporal  kingdom  of  the  clergy;  and  the 
local  majesty  of  Bome,  the  remembrance  of  her  consuls  and 
triumphs,  may  seem  to  imbitter  the  sense,  and  aggrayato  the 
shame,  of  her  slavery.  If  we  calmly  weigh  the  merits  and 
defects  of  the  ecclesiastical  government,  it  may  be  praised 
in  its  present  state  as  a  mild,  decent,  and  tranquil  system, 
exempt  from  the  daqgeis  of  a  minority,  the  sallies  of  youth, 
the  expenses  of  luxury,  and  the  calamities  of  war.  But 
these  advantages  are  overbalanced  by  a  frequent*  perhaps 
a  septennial,  election  of  a  sovereign,  who  is  seldom  a  native 
of  the  oounl^ry:  the  reign  of  a  yomg  statesman  of  threescore. 


**  This  gradual  chaage  of  maoners  and  expense  is  adminbljr  expklnsd  \lj 
Dr.  AdMB  inith  (Wealth  nt  NalioM,  L  4M-4U\  who  pmvei,  perhan  too 
severely,  thftt  tho  OMMi  Mlnlaiy  oOseli  hftfo  flowM  from  tht  bommsk  ana  bkmI 
■eltiah  oaun. 

"  Hmm  (Htat  of  Bngleiid.  L  S8t)  too  haatflf  oonohidee  iSbak,  If  Iho  M  and 

ecclesiastical  powora  be  united  in  the  name  person,  it  is  of  little  moment  whether 
he  be  stjkd  prince  or  preiate^  sinoe  the  temponl  chareoter  will  alwi^a  pradool 
nelo. 
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in  the  decline  of  his  life  and  abilities,  ^^thout  hope  to  accom- 
plish, and  without  children  to  inherit,  the  labors  of  his  tran- 
sitory reign.  The  successful  candidate  is  drawn  from  the 
church,  and  even  the  convent;  from  the  mode  of  education 
and  life  the  moat  adverse  to  reason,  humanity,  and  freedom. 
In  the  trammels  of  servile  faith  he  has  learned  to  believe 
because  it  is  absurd,  to  revere  all  that  is  contemptible,  and 
to  despise  whatever  might  deserve  the  esteem  of  a  rational 
being;  to  punish  error  as  a  crime,  to  reward  mortification 
and  celibacy  us  the  first  of  virtues;  to  place  the  sninta  of  the 
calendar**  above  the  heroes  of  Rome  and  the  sages  of  Athens; 
and  to  consider  the  missal,  or  the  crucifix,  as  more  useful 
instruments  than  the  plow  or  the  loom.  In  the  office  of 
nuncio,  or  the  rank  of  cardinal,  he  may  acquire  some  knowl- 
edge of  the  world,  but  the  primitive  stain  will  adhere  to  his 
mind  and  manners;  from  study  and  experience  he  may  sus- 
pect the  mystery  of  his  profession;  but  the  sacerdotal  ar- 
tist will  imbibe  some  portion  of  the  bigotry  which  he  incul- 
cates. The  genius  of  Sixtus  the  Fifth**  (a.D.  1585-1590) 
burst  from  the  gloom  of  a  Franciscan  cloister.  In  a  reign 
of  five  years  ho  exterminated  the  outlaws  and  banditti,  abol- 
iahed  the  profane  sanctuaries  of  Rome,**  formed  a  naval  and 
nofituy  forae,  lestoied  and  emulated  the  monnmeiitB  of 


*  A  Protestant  may  (fiadain  the  anirorthj  preference  of  St.  Francis  or  St. 
Dominic,  but  be  will  not  raahly  coDdemn  the  i»a)  or  jtidgmont  of  Sztas  V., 
who  pl^»d  tlie  statues  of  the  apostles,  8t  Peter  and  8t.  Paul,  on  the  vacant 
columns  of  Trajan  and  Antonine. 

A  wandering:  Italian.  Gregorio  Leti.  has  given  the  Vita  di  Siato-Qiiiiito 
(Amat.  1721,  3  vaJbs.  12n]o),  a  copious  and  amusing  work,  but  which  does  nofe 
command  our  abadhltd  confidence.  Yet  iho  character  of  the  man,  and  tlie 
principal  facts,  are  supported  by  the  Annals  of  Spondanns  and  Iforatori  (x.D. 
168&-I690),  and  the  contemporary  history  ol  the  great  Thuanus  (L  Ixzni.  o. 
1,  2,  L  Ixxxiv.  o.  10,  L  c.  0.  8). 

•*  These  privil('p<*d  plaops,  tho  qwtrtieri  or  franchues,  were  ndopted  from 
the  Roman  nobles  by  the  foreign  niinistera.  Julius  U.  had  onoe  abuiiBhed  the 
abomlnandum  et  dstescuidum  franchitianini  hajaamodl  nomM;  aatf  ftfler  Sixtus 
V.  they  again  revived.  I  cannot  discern  either  the  justice  or  mR<ni«nimity  of 
Louis  XIV.,  who  in  1687  Hunt  his  ambassador,  the  marquis  de  lAvardin,  to 
Baum,  with  ao  amed  ioroe  of  1,000  of&oera,  gnards  and  dotne«ticH,  to  maintain 
Oiis  iniquitona  claim,  and  insult  Pope  Itincxjent  XI.  in  thr  hrart  of  his  capital 
(Vila  di  aiato  V.  hi.  Marat.  Ann.  d'ltaL  xv.  4M-A»«,  and  Voltaips, 

flMolcdcXiOolsZIT     c  14,  pp.  68,  M). 
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antiqiiit^,  and,  after  a  liberal  use  and  large  increaso  of  the 
revemie,  left  five  millions  of  crowns  in  the  castle  of  St. 
Angelo.  But  his  justice  was  sullied  with  croelfy,  his  ac- 
tivity was  prompted  by  the  ambitioii  of  oonquest;  after  his 
decease  the  abuses  revived ;  the  treasnie  was  dissipated;  ha 
entailed  on  posterity  thirty -five  new  taxes  and  the  venality 
of  offices;  and,  after  his  death,  his  statue  was  demolished 
by  an  ungrateful,  or  an  injured,  people.**  The  wild  and 
original  character  of  Sixtus  the  Fifth  stands  alone  in  the 
series  of  the  pontifb:  the  maxims  and  effects  of  their  tem« 
pond  government  may  be  collected  from  the  positive  and 
comparative  view  of  the  arts  and  philosophy,  the  agriculture 
and  trade,  the  wealth  and  population^  of  tiie  ecclesiastical 
state.  For  myself,  it  is  my  wish  to  depart  in  charily  with 
an  mankind,  nor  am  I  wiUing,  in  these  last  moments,  to 
offend  even  the  pope  and  deigy  of  Rome.** 


"  This  outrage  pro<!uced  a  dewee,  which  was  inscribed  on  marble,  and 
plaoad  in  the  Capitol.  It  is  ezpgHsd  in  a  aiyle  of  maalT  nmplioltf  and  lrw> 
oom:  8i  quis,  sive  priTatus,  ihra  magtotratum  gerana  do  oalooandA  nim  pontiSal 

siHtu/i  mciitiotii-m  fin  i're  auHi't,  legitimo  S.  P.  Q.  R.  decrcto  in  perpetiiura  in- 
£ami8  e(  publiooram  munerum  exgvn  osto.  IU)XC.  menao  Aoguoto  (Vita  di 
SittoT.  ML  469).  I  believv  thai  Ihb  d«m  to  attU  obamd.  and  I  knov  diaik 
•iTory  monarch  who  deBerves  a  statue  should  hirasolf  impose  the  prohibition. 

The  histories  of  (he  church.  Italy,  and  Christoindom,  have  oontribcrted  la 
(be  ohapisr  which  I  now  oondudia.  In  the  original  Lhrea  of  the  Popea  wt 
often  discover  the  citv  and  republic  of  Rome;  and  the  events  of  the  zivth  and 
XTth  oentariee  are  preserved  in  the  rude  and  domestio  chronicl^  wbkll  1  ha?* 
oarafuUy  inspected,  and  shall  recapitulate  in  the  order  of  time. 

1.  Monaldeschi  (Ludovid  Boncomitis)  Fragnienta  Annalum  Roman,  a.d. 
1328,  in  the  Scrip.  Rer.  Ital.  of  Murat.  zii.  625.  N.  B.— The  credil  of 
this  fragment  is  somewhat  hurt  by  s  singular  interpolation,  in  which 
the  author  rdates  hit  amm  dmih  at  the  age  of  115  years. 

2.  Fragments  HistcHiffl  Roraanna  (vulfro  Thomas  Fortifloccee),  in  Romana 
Dialecto  vulgari  (a.d.  1327-1354,  iu  Murat.  Antiq.  Med.  yEv.  Ital.  iiU 
247-648):  the  authentic  groundwock  of  the  history  of  Rienzi. 

8.  Dolphini  (GentOto)  Oiarima  Bomanns  m a-1410),  Iba  fiv.  Ilal. 
ui.  p.  ii.  846. 

4.  Antonii  (Petri)  Diarium  Rom.  (a.d.  1404-141t),  xxlv.  969. 

5.  Petroni  (Pauli)  Miscellanea  Histories  Bomana  (A.D.  1438-144^  zsN; 
1101. 

6.  Volaterrani  (Jacob.)  Diar  um  Rom.  (a.d.  14T2-1484)  xxlii.  81. 

t.  Anonymi  Diarium  XJrbis  RomiE  (a.d.  1481-1492).  Hi  p  ii.  lOfiS. 
8.  InfeesurH)  (Stephani)  Diarium  Romanum  (a.d.  1294,  or  1378-1494),  iil 
11.  1109. 

0.  Hiatoria  Arcana  Alexandri  VT.  sivo  Kxcerpta  ex  Diario  Job.  BurcanH 
(A.i>.  U92-1603)  edits  a  Qodefr.  Ouliehn.  Leibnido,  Hanover,  lf9T, 
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CHAPTEB  LXXI 

Pmpeei  ^  </U  Rmina  of  Bcme  in  the  Fifteenth  Omturff^T^r 
Omuea  of  Decay  and  DeHrueHon — Example  of  the  (hUaeum 
'^SoMvaHon  of  the  City — Conduaion  of  the  wheiU  Work 

IN  the  last  days  of  Pope  Eugenina  the  Fourth,  two  of  hia 
aerraniB,  the  learned  Poggioa'  and  a  friend,  ascended 
(A.D.  1480)  the  Oapitoline  hill ;  reposed  themselves  among 
the  mina  of  oolnmns  and  temples;  and  viewed  from  that 
commanding  spot  the  wide  and  varions  prospect  of  desola- 
tion.* The  pUuse  and  the  object  gave  ample  scope  for  moral- 

4U>.  The  large  and  valuable  Journal  of  Burcard  might  bo  completed 
from  the  MSS.  in  different  librarioe  of  Italy  and  France  (M.  de  Fronce- 
magne,  in  the  Mem.  de  I'Acad.  dea  Inacrip.  zrii.  697-606). 
Except  the  last,  all  these  fragments  and  diariee  are  inserted  in  the  Collections 
of  Muratori,  mj  guide  and  master  in  the  history  of  Italy.  His  country,  and 
the  public,  are  indebted  to  him  for  the  foUovriaif  WMln  on  that  nlijMts  1. 
Rerwm  Ilaiicarum  Scriptores  (a.I).  500-1500),  quorum  potittima  para  nunc 
primwm  m  hteem  proditf  etc.,  xxviii  toIb.  ful.  Milan,  1723-1738,  1751.  A 
volume  of  chronological  and  alphabetical  tables  is  still  wanting  as  a  key  to 
lh\^  prcat  work,  which  ia  yot  in  a  disorderly  RJid  defective  slate.  2.  Anti- 
gnitiUci  JtaUm  Medti  jtEvi,  vi  vols.  fol.  Milan,  1738-1743,  in  Ixxv  curious 
diAserlltlowi  on  the  mannen,  government,  religion,  etc,  of  the  Italians  of  the 
dnrkor  ages,  with  a  large  supplement  of  charters,  chronicles,  etc.  3.  Dia- 
tertazioni  aopra  k  Antiquiia  Jtaliane,  \x\  vols.  4to.  Milano,  1751,  a  free  version 
by  the  author,  which  waaj  be  quoted  with  the  same  oontideuce  as  the  Latin 
text  of  the. Antiquities.  4.  Annali  d'ltalia^  xviii  vols.  8vo.  Milan,  1763-1756, 
a  dry,  though  accurate  and  useful^  abridgment  of  the  history  of  Italy  from  the 
birth  of  Christ  to  the  middle  of  tlte  xviiith  century.  6.  DeW  Antiehita  Eateime 
it  Ilaliane,  ii  vols.  fol.  Modena,  1717,  1740.  In  the  history  of  tliis  illufltrious 
race,  the  parent  of  our  Brunswick  kings,  the  critic  ia  not  seduci*d  by  the  loyaltv 
or  gratitude  of  iho  aubjeot  In  all  his  worics,  Mnratori  approves  himself  a  dili- 
gent and  laborious  writer,  who  afpires  above  the  prejudices  of  a  ('atholic  priest. 
He  was  bom  in  the  year  1672,  and  died  in  the  year  1750,  after  passing  near 
•izty  yean  In  Um  Ubmriw  «t  Milan  and  Moden*  (Tita  del  Pnposto  Ludovico 
Antonio  MuiBftorl,  hf  Ui  Bipbtw  wd  weCMior,  Giiii.  IteMMOo  Soil  M uratorl, 
Venezia,  1766.  4to). 

'  I  have  already  mentioned  the  ago.  character,  and  writings  of  Foggius: 
and  particularly  noticed  the  date  of  this  elegant  moral  lecture  on  the  varieties 
of  fortune. 

•  Consedimus  in  ipsis  TarpeifB  arcis  niinis,  pone  ingens  porta*  cujusdam,  ut 
puto,  tempii,  marmoreum  limen,  piurimasque  {Msaim  ooniractas  columnas,  undo 
nagiia  «s  pnm  pratpaatna  niMt  pnUl  (pw  6X 
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izing  on  the  yioissitudes  of  fortune,  which  spares  neiUier  man 
nor  the  proudest  of  his  works,  which  buries  empires  and 
cities  in  a  common  grave;  and  it  was  agreed  that,  in  propor- 
tion to  her  former  greatness,  the  fall  of  Borne  was  the  more 
awful  and  deplorable.  **Her  primeval  state,  such  as  she 
might  appear  in  a  remote  age,  when  Bvander  entertained 
the  stranger  of  Troy,*  has  been  delineated  by  the  fancy  of 
YirgiL  This  Tarpeian  rock  was  then  a  savage  and  solit^iry 
thicket:  in  the  time  of  the  poet,  it  was  crowned  with  the 
golden  roofs  of  a  temple;  the  temple  is  overthrown,  the  gold 
has  been  pillaged,  the  wheel  of  fortune  has  accomplished  her 
revolution,  and  the  sacred  groand  is  again  disfigured  with 
thorns  and  brambles.  The  hill  of  the  Capitol,  on  which  we 
sit,  was  formerly  the  head  of  the  Boman  empire,  the  citadel 
of  the  earth,  the  terror  of  kings;  illustrated  by  the  foot- 
steps of  BO  many  triumphs,  enriched  with  the  spoils  and 
tributes  of  so  many  nations.  This  spectacle  of  the  world, 
how  is  it  fallen!  how  changed!  how  defaced  I  the  path  of 
victory  is  obliterated  by  vines,  and  the  benchea  of  the  sen- 
ators are  concealed  by  a  dnnghilL  Cast  your  eyes  on  tlie 
Palatine  hill,  and  seek,  among  the  shapeless  and  enormous 
fragments,  the  marble  theatre,  the  obelisks,  the  colossal 
statues,  the  porticoes  of  Nero's  palace:  survey  the  other 
hills  of  the  city,  the  vacant  apace  is  interrupted  only  by 
ruins  and  gardens.  The  forum  of  the  Boman  people,  where 
they  assembled  to  enact  their  laws  and  elect  their  magis- 
trates, U  now  enclosed  for  the  cultivation  of  pot-herbs,  or 
thrown  open  for  the  reception  of  swine  and  buffaloes.  The 
public  and  private  edifices,  that  were  founded  for  eternity, 
lie  prostrate,  naked,  and  broken,  like  the  limbs  of  a  mighty 
giant;  and  the  ruin  is  the  more  visible  from  the  stupendous 
nlios  that  have  swived  the  injariea  of  time  and  fortone."  * 


'  ^neid  vUL  97-369.  This  aDdmt  plotaro,  so  artfully  introduced,  and  so 
nqaiaitely  finished,  must  have  been  highly  interesting  to  an  inhabitant  «C 
BOBBe;  and  onr  early  studies  aHow  us  to  sympathise  in  the  leelin^  of  a  Roman. 

*  OapitoUum  adeo  .  .  immutatum  ^i^ioeiBS  fas  ■MUtufiini  aubseilia  suocea- 
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These  relics  are  minutely  described  by  Poggins,  one  of 
the  first  who  raised  his  eyes  from  the  monuments  of  legen- 
dary, to  those  of  classic,  superstition. — Poggius,  pp.  8-22. 

1.  Besides  a  bridge,  an  arch,  a  sepulchre,  luid  the  pyramid 
of  Cestius,  he  could  discern,  of  the  age  of  tlie  republic,  a 
double  row  of  vaults  in  the  salt-office  of  the  Capitol,  which 
were  inscribed  with  the  name  and  munificence  of  Catullus. 

2.  Eleven  temples  were  visible,  in  some  degree,  from  the 
perfect  form  of  the  Pantheon,  to  the  three  arches  and  a 
marble  column  of  the  temple  of  Peace,  which  Vespasian 
erected  after  the  civil  wars  and  the  Jewish  triumph.  8.  Of 
the  number,  which  he  rashly  defines,  of  seven  thermcB  or 
jiublic  baths,  none  was  sufficiently  entire  to  represent  the 
lise  and  distribution  of  the  several  parts;  but  those  of  Dio- 
cletian and  Antoninus  Caracalla  still  retained  the  titles  of  the 
iiunders,  and  astonished  the  curious  spectator,  who,  in  ob- 
isrving  their  solidity  and  extent,  the  variety  of  marbles,  the 
a  sse  and  multitude  of  the  columns,  comoared  the  labor  and 
expense  with  the  use  and  importance.  Of  the  baths  of  Con- 
8 tontine,  of  Alexander,  of  Domitian,  or  rather  of  Titus,  some 
'vestige  might  yet  be  found.  4.  The  triumphal  arches  of 
Titus,  Severus,  and  Constantine  were  entire,  both  the  struc- 
tiire  and  the  inscriptions;  a  falling  fragment  was  honored 
^ith  the  name  of  Trajan;  and  two  arches,  then  extant,  in 
tlie  Flaminian  Way,  have  been  ascribed  to  the  baser  memory 
of  Faustina  and  Gallienus.  5.  After  the  wonder  of  the 
Coliseum,  Poggius  might  have  overlooked  a  small  amphi- 
tlieatre  of  brick,  most  probably  for  the  use  of  the  Pretorian 
camp:  the  theatres  of  Marcellus  and  Pompey  were  occupied, 
iu  a  great  measure,  by  public  and  private  buildings;  and 
ill  the  Circus,  Agonalis  and  MaxiFuus,  little  more  than  the 
situation  and  the  form  could  be  investigated.  6.  The  col- 
umns of  Trajan  and  Antonine  were  still  erect;  but  the 
HgyptiAa  obelisks  were  broken  or  buried.   A  people  oi  gods 

Dam  moatAin  .  .  .  Tuto  radm  .  .  ccteros  coll  eg  perlusln  omnia  vacua 
•jdifieiia,  roinia  vfaaiiqaa  opfttota  oonapioiea  (Poggiua  da  Yariatak  Itetuiu^ 
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and  heroea,  the  workmanship  of  art,  was  reduced  to  one 
equestrian  figure  of  gilt  brass,  and  to  five  marble  stataea, 
of  which  the  most  conspicuous  were  the  two  horses  of  Phidias 
and  Praxiteles.  7.  The  two  mausoleums  or  sepulchres  of 
Augustus  and  Hadrian  could  not  totally  be  lost;  but  the 
former  was  only  visible  as  a  mound  of  earth ;  and  the  latter, 
the  castle  of  St.  Angelo,  had  acquired  the  name  and  appear- 
aooe  of  a  modem  fortress.  W'th  the  addition  of  some  sepa* 
lafee  and  nameless  columns,  such  were  the  remains  of  the 
ancient  city:  for  the  marks  of  a  more  recent  structure  might 
be  detected  in  the  walls,  which  formed  *  Mienrnferenoe  of 
ten  miles,  included  three  hundred  and  8eyentjr*iiin6  lllrrel^^ 
and  opened  into  the  coontry  bj  thirteen  gate& 

This  melancholy  picture  was  dmwB  abov^  nine  hiuidred 
years  after  the  fall  of  the  Western  empire,  and  eren  ol  the 
Ootluo  kingdom  d  Italy.  A  long  period  of  distress  and 
anarchy,  in  which  empire,  and  ut^  and  riches,  had  migrated 
from  the  banks  of  the  Tiber,  was  incapable  of  restoring  or 
adorning  the  city;  and,  as  all  that  is  human  must  retrograde 
if  it  do  not  advance,  every  snccessive  age  must  have  hastened 
the  ruin  of  the  works  of  antiqoi^.  To  measure  the  progress 
of  deeay,  and  to  aaoertain  at  eaoh  era  the  state  of  each  edi* 
floe,  woidd  be  an  endlen  and  nselees  labor,  and  I  shall  eon* 
tent  m3rBeIf  with  two  obeenrations  which  will  introdnoe  a 
short  inquiry  into  the  general  causes  and  effects.  "L  Two 
hvndred  yearn  before  the  eloquent  ooni{daint  of  Pogglns,  an 
anonymona  writer  oompoeed  a  deBoription  of  Borne.*  ffia 
ignoranoe  may  repeat  the  tame  objects  under  strange  and 
f abnloos  names.  Tet  tiiia  barbarons  topographer  had  eyea 
and  earn,  he  oonld  obaenre  the  yiaible  remaina,  be  eonld 


*  liber  de  Mirabiinnis  Bomn,  ex  Begistro  Nicolal  GardimUte  do  ArragooiA, 
te  Bililia^  St.  laldorl  Ammno  TT.  Ko.  S9.  TUr  treatise,  wfth  some  abort  bat 
pertiaent  notee,  has  been  published  hj  Montlaucon  (Diariom  Ital.  pp.  283-301), 
who  thns  delhrers  his  own  critical  opinion:  Scriptor  zfiimi  drciter  tgeculi,  ut 
ibidem  not&tur;  antiquaris  rei  imperitiis,  et,  ot  ab  illo  mro,  Bogls  ol  •QiRbus 
fifaeTIi^  rf>fertiM:  eed,  qohi  monumenta  qua  Hs  temporfbtra  Ronm  snpereraal 
pro  ni  v^]|n  r«^en«pt  non  pnntm  inde  ludfl  untntiUtur  qill  BOHMIlit  aotiqiliMli* 
hm  iaiiaguudiii  opurmu  uxkvabit  ^.  283). 
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listen  to  the  tradition  of  the  people,  and  he  distinctly  enu- 
merates seven  theatres,  eleven  baths,  twelve  arches,  and  eigh- 
teen palaces,  of  which  many  had  disappeared  before  the  time 
of  Poggius.  It  is  apparent  that  many  stately  monuments  of 
antiquity  survived  till  a  late  period,*  and  that  the  principles 
of  destruction  acted  with  vigorous  and  increasing  energy  in 
the  thirteenth  and  fourteenth  centuries.  2.  The  same  reflec- 
tion must  be  applied  to  the  last  three  ages;  and  we  should 
vainly  seek  the  Septizonium  of  Severus,'  which  is  celebrated 
by  Petrarch  and  the  antiquarians  of  the  sixteenth  century. 
While  the  Roman  edifices  were  still  entire,  the  first  blows, 
however  weighty  and  impetuous,  were  resisted  by  the  solidity 
of  the  mass  and  the  harmony  of  the  parts;  but  the  slightest 
touch  would  precipitate  the  fragments  of  axoiies  and  oolumns 
that  already  nodded  to  their  fall. 

After  a  diligent  inquiry,  I  can  discern  four  principal 
causes  of  the  ruin  of  Home,  which  continued  to  operate  in 
a  period  of  more  than  a  thousand  years.  I.  The  injuries 
of  time  and  nature.  II.  The  hostile  attacks  of  the  Barbari- 
ans and  Christians.  III.  The  use  and  abuse  of  the  materiala. 
And,  lY.  The  domestic  quarrels  of  the  Romans. 

L  The  art  of  man  is  able  to  construct  monuments  far 
more  permanent  than  the  narrow  span  of  his  own  existence : 
yet  these  monumenta,  like  himself,  are  perishable  and  frail ; 
and,  in  the  boundlesB  annals  of  time,  hia  life  and  his  labors 
must  equally  be  measured  as  a  fleeting  moment*  Of  a  simple 
and  solid  edifice,  it  is  not  easy,  however,  to  circumaoribe  the 
dniation.   As  the  wonders  of  aneient  days,  the  pyramids* 


•  Mabiilon  (AnalecLa,  iv.  602)  htw  published  an  anonymous  pjlgrtm  of  the 
izCh  oenturj,  who,  in  his  rtott  round  the  chttPOhM  and  holy  places  of  Rome, 
touches  on  flereral  buildingi,  «|WCi«U7  porttoOM,  Which  had  diMppearad  belora 

the  xiiith  century. 

^  Ou  the  Septizonium,  tee  the  Hen.  war  FMwq.  (I*  ^'^^  Donat 

end  Nardini  (pp  117.  4 U). 

•  The  age  of  tho  pyramids  Is  remole  and  unknown,  since  Diodor.  Sicul.  (i.  1. 
L  eu  44,  p.  72)  is  unable  to  decide  whether  they  were  constrtiatod  1,000,  or  3,400, 
years  before  the  clxixth  Olympiad.  Bir  Jolm  Mfiraham*-^  onntractod  hoiIo  nf  tlic 
Egyptian  djrnealiee  would  fix  them  about  i.UOO  yoara  before  Christ  (Canon.  Ciirou. 
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attracted  the  oarioeitjr  of  the  anoientB:  a  hundred  genera- 
tions, the  leaves  of  antnnm,*  have  dropped  into  the  grave; 
and,  after  the  fall  of  the  Pharaohs  and  Ptolemies,  the  Cffisars 
and  Caliphs,  the  same  pyramids  stand  erect  and  unshaken 
above  the  floods  of  the  Nile.  A  complex  figure  of  various 
and  minute  parts  is  more  accessible  to  injury  and  decay;  and 
the  silent  lapse  of  time  is  often  accelerated  by  hurricanes 
and  earthquakes,  by  fires  and  inundations.  The  air  and 
earth  have  doubtless  been  shaken;  and  the  lofty  turrets  of 
Rome  have  tottered  from  their  foundations;  but  the  seven 
hills  do  not  appear  to  be  placed  on  the  great  cavities  of  the 
globe ;  nor  has  the  city,  in  any  age,  been  exposed  to  the  con- 
vulsions of  nature,  which,  in  the  climate  of  Antioch,  Lisbon, 
or  Lima,  have  crumbled  in  a  few  moments  the  works  of  ages 
into  dust.  Fire  is  the  most  powerful  agent  of  life  and  death : 
the  rapid  mischief  may  be  kindled  and  propagated  by  the 
industry  or  negligence  of  mankind;  and  every  period  of 
the  Roman  annals  is  marked  by  the  repetition  of  similar 
calamities.  A  memorable  conflagration,  the  guilt  or  mis- 
fortune of  Nero's  reign,  continued,  though  with  unequal 
fury,  either  six  or  nine  days."  Innumerable  buildings, 
crowded  in  close  and  crooked  streets,  supplied  perpetual 
fuel  for  the  flames;  and  when  they  ceased,  four  only  of  the 
fourteen  regions  were  left  entire;  three  were  totally  destroyed, 
and  seven  were  deformed  by  the  relics  of  smoking  and  lacer- 
ated edifices."    In  the  full  meridian  of  empire,  the  metropolis 


*  Speech  of  Qlaucus  in  tlie  Iliad  (Z.  146).  This  natural  but  melancholj 
Image  is  familiar  to  Homer. 

Tho  learning  and  criticism  of  M.  des  Vignoles  (Ilistoire  Crit.  de  la  Repub. 
des  Lettree,  viii.  74-118,  iz.  172-187)  dales  the  tire  of  Kome  from  a.D.  64,  Jul/ 
19.  and  Um  sabseqneni  ptiMentloB  of  tlM  OhfiatiMW  from  Nbvwibor  15  cf  tm 
tame  year. 

>>  Quippe  iu  regionea  quatuordecim  Boma  dividitur,  quarum  quatuor  iut^^ 
manebaoC,  trea  solo  teniw  defeotn:  avptom  raliquia  pauca  tectorum  Teatigia  an- 

ferorant,  lftc<»ra  et  semiusta.  Among  the  old  relics  that  were  irreparably  lost, 
acitua  enumeratea  the  temple  of  Hm  mooa  of  Beryiua  TuUiua;  the  fane  and 
aitar  oonaecntad  by  Brandar  pneaend  Haraiili;  the  templa  of  Jupiter  Btator, 
a  vow  of  Romulus;  the  palace  of  Numa;  tho  tomplo  of  Vesta  cum  Penatibua 
populi  Bomani.  Oa  then  daplorea  the  opea  tot  viotohia  qu»aitn  et  Grscarum 
araiuB  daooM  .  .  .  ante  mm  noloiii  m&aSmnal,  mm  lenmri  nequibaBi 
(Aaud.  xf  .  4»,  41V 
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tsnm  wHh  fnali  beauty  from  her  ashes;  jet  the  memory  of 
the  old  deplored  their  irreparable  loeaes,  the  arts  of  Greece, 
the  trophies  of  victory,  the  monnments  of  primitive  or  fabu- 
lous antiquity.  In  the  days  of  distress  and  anarchy,  every 
wound  is  mortal,  every  fall  irretrievable;  nor  can  the  damage 
be  restored  either  by  the  public  care  of  government  or  the 
activity  of  private  interest.  Yet  two  causes  may  be  alleged, 
which  render  the  calamity  of  fire  more  destructive  to  a  flour- 
ishing than  a  decayed  city.  1.  The  more  combustible  ma- 
terials of  brick,  timber,  and  metals  are  first  melted  or  con- 
sumed; but  the  Manica  may  play  without  injury  or  effect  on 
the  naked  walls  and  massy  arches  that  have  been  despoiled 
of  their  ornaments.  It  is  among  the  common  and  plebeian 
habitations  that  a  mischievous  spark  is  most  easily  blown 
to  a  conflagration;  but,  as  soon  as  they  are  devoured,  the 
greater  edifices  which  have  resisted  or  escaped  are  left  as  so 
many  islands  in  a  BUxte  of  solitude  and  safety.  From  her 
situation,  Rome  is  exposed  to  the  danger  of  frequent  inunda- 
tions. Without  excepting  the  Tiber,  the  rivers  that  descend 
from  either  side  of  the  Apennine  have  a  short  and  irregular 
course:  a  shallow  stream  in  the  summer  heats:  an  impetuous 
torrent  when  it  is  swelled,  in  the  spring  or  winter,  by  the 
fall  of  rain  and  the  melting  of  the  snows.  When  the  current 
is  repelled  from  the  sea  by  a<iverse  winds,  when  the  ordinary 
bed  is  inadequate  to  the  weight  of  waters,  they  rise  above 
the  banks,  and  overspread,  witliout  limits  or  control,  the 
plains  and  cities  of  the  adjacent  country.  Soon  after  the 
triumph  of  the  first  Punic  war,  the  Tiber  was  increased  by 
unusual  rains;  and  the  inundation,  surpassing  all  former 
measure  of  time  and  place,  destroyed  all  the  buildings  that 
were  situate  below  the  hills  of  Rome.  According  to  the  va- 
riety of  ground,  the  same  mischief  was  produced  by  different 
means;  and  the  edifices  were  either  swept  away  by  the  sud- 
den impulse,  or  dissolved  and  undermined  by  the  long  con- 
tumance,  of  the  flood."    Under  the  reign  of  Augustus,  the 

>  M*v*9,  §99,  fwpmUm  mAwiId  I)m*m  Bp—  innialt  tarluiapkmii  Ifw- 
«niB  .  .  .  ^Tcnw  fgaSom  aqaaniiiiq!iM  ebdM  pmt  timummn  vitea.  tkm 
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nme  oaUmity  was  nnowad:  the  lawleeB 
ike  palaoes  and  templaa  <m  ita  baaka;'*  and,  after  the  laboia 
ol  the  emperor  in  cleansing  and  widening  ^e  bed  that  was 
enonmbered  with  mins,'*  the  vigilanoe  of  his  snooessors  was 
exercised  by  similar  dangers  and  designs.  The  project  of 
diverting  into  new  channels  the  Tiber  itself,  or  some  of  the 
dependent  streams,  was  long  opposed  by  superstition  and 
local  interests nor  did  the  use  compensate  the  toil  and  cost 
of  the  tardy  and  imperfect  execution.  The  servitade  of 
rivers  is  the  noblest  and  most  important  victory  which  man 
has  obtained  over  the  licentionsness  of  nature;'*  and  if  such 
were  the  ravages  of  the  Tiber  under  a  firm  and  active  govern- 
ment, what  could  oppose,  or  who  can  enumerate,  the  injuries 
of  the  city  after  the  fall  of  the  Western  empire?  A  rnnedy 
was  at  length  produced  by  the  evil  itself:  the  accumulation 
of  rubbish  and  the  earth  that  has  been  washed  down  from 
the  iiills  is  supposed  to  have  elevated  the  j^ain  of  Bome 


Tibetto  ioMlilli  cnoliia  tabrilNW  al  ultra  opliikHMn,  ^  dtanilni*  ^  nagBi- 

tudine  rcdiiiuians,  omnia  RomsB  sadiflcia  in  piano  posita  delevit  Diveraas 
qiiaUtatoe  iooorum  ad  unam  oonrenere  peroiciem :  quoDiam  et  qiua  aegnior 
nandallo  tamiil  nadtlMte  (BnolTlt^  •!  qna  cunoa  toffrantb  fafwH  InpnlM 
dejecit  (Orosins,  Hist.  L  iv,  c.  11,  p.  244,  ed.  Haver.).  Yet  we  may  observe 
lhat  it  ia  the  piaa  and  study  ol  the  CliriBttoa  apologist  to  magnify  the  calamiti<w 
€l  tlw  B^pnirarld. 

I*  Vidimus  flavms  Tiberim,  r^ortii 

L!ttore  Etniaco  violonter  undis 
Ire  dejectum  mouumeuia  Begis 

If  the  palaoa  of  Nmna,  and  temple  of  Testa,  were  thrown  down  in  Horaoa's 
time,  wlmt  was  consumed  of  those  buildings  lij  NsKO'a  fire  could  hanUj  dSMlTa 
the  epithets  of  vetuatiaaima  or  inoorrupta. 

Ad  floeroendaa  inundationes  alTiom  Tiberis  lazaTl^  ae  rapurgavit,  com- 
pletum  olim  ruderibaa,  al  wiiflcinnun  piolapaioiilbua  aoarelatiim  (SualOB.  ia 
Augusto,  c  30). 

»  Tadtua  (AmaL  I.  f 0>  laporla  tiw  paUttbiia  o(  the  dlihrait  towaa  of  Italj 

to  the  senate  against  the  measure:  and  wo  may  applaud  the  progress  of  reason. 
On  a  similar  occasion,  local  interests  would  undoubtedly  be  consulted;  but  an 
KngjHah  hmiaa  ol  commons  would  reject  with  oontempt  torn  aigniBantB  oC  aupar* 
ititMlii,  "that  nature  had  assigned  to  the  rivers  their  proper  course,"  etc. 

JBpoques  de  la  Nature  of  the  eloquent  and  philosophic  Buflon.  His 
piotara  of  Guyana  In  South  America  ia  that  of  a  new  and  savage  land,  in  whioh 
the  waters  are  abandoned  to  theniaalTaa»  withoot  baiog  Ngttlalad  by  human  is* 
dustry  (pp.  212,  661,  4to  ed.). 
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fourteen  or  fifteen  feet,  perhaps,  above  the  ancient  level;" 
and  the  modera  city  is  less  accessible  to  the  attacks  of  the 
river. 

II.  The  crowd  of  writers  of  every  nation  who  impute  the 
destruction  of  the  Koman  monuments  to  the  Goths  and  the 
Christians  have  neglected  to  inquire  how  far  they  were 
animated  by  a  hostile  principle,  and  how  far  they  possessed 
the  means  and  the  leisure  to  satiate  their  enmity.  In  the 
preceding  volumes  of  this  History,  I  have  described  the  tri- 
umph of  barbarism  and  religion;  and  I  can  only  resume, 
in  a  few  words,  their  real  or  imaginary  connection  with  the 
ruin  of  ancient  Rome.  Our  fancy  may  create,  or  adopt,  a 
pleasing  romance,  that  the  Goths  and  Vandals  sallied  from 
Scandinavia,  ardent  to  avenge  the  flight  of  Odin,"  to  break 
the  chains,  and  to  chastise  tlie  oppressors,  of  mankind;  that 
they  wished  to  burn  the  records  of  classic  literature,  and  to 
found  their  national  architecture  on  the  broken  members 
of  the  Tuscan  and  Corinthian  orders.  But  in  simple  truth, 
the  Northern  conquerors  were  neither  sufficiently  savage, 
nor  sufficiently  refined,  to  entertain  such  aspiring  ideas  of 
destruction  and  revenge.  The  shepherds  of  Scythia  and 
Germuny  had  been  educated  in  the  armies  of  the  empire, 
whose  discipline  they  acquired  and  whose  weakness  they 
invaded:  with  the  familiar  use  of  the  Latin  ton^'ue,  they 
had  learned  to  reverence  the  name  and  titles  of  Rome;  and, 
though  incapable  of  emulating,  they  were  more  inclined  to 
admire,  than  to  abolish,  the  arts  and  studies  of  a  brighter 
period.  In  the  transient  possession  of  a  rich  and  unresisting 
capital,  the  soldiers  of  Alaric  and  Gensexie  were 


H  la  his  TraToto  in  Italy,  Mr.  Addiaon  (Worki,  it.  98,  BaflkerTOIeli  ad.)  hM 
otMTVvd  tills  curious  utf  un^mtioBsiMB  net. 

*•  Yet  in  modern  tim<>fl,  tho  THjer  has  somotimof^  damng^ed  the  city;  and  la 
the  years  1530,  1667,  1698,  th«  Anuals  of  Munitori  record  three  Oiiachieyou8 
and  memorable  imindiitions  (xfv.  968.  499.  zr.  99,  etc.). 

*•  I  take  this  opportimity  of  declaring  that  in  (he  course  of  twelve  years  I 
hvn  fofigoUen,  or  renoimced,  the  flight  of  Odin  from  Azoph  to  Sweden,  which 
I  MMT  Tery  serfoMfy  beKered.  The  Ootht  are  apparently  Qbcomim:  tal  aB 
bqrwidOMarMidTMtM  to  dukMM  «r  lable,  to  the  ■uU^ulWai  of  CNmaqj. 

K 
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by  the  passionB  of  a  yiotoriona  army;  amid  the  wanton  indul- 
gence of  luat  or  cruelty,  portable  wealth  was  the  object  of 
their  search;  nor  could  they  derive  either  pride  or  pleasure 
from  the  unprofitable  reflection,  that  they  had  battered  to  the  • 
ground  the  works  of  the  consuls  and  CaBsars.  Their  moments 
were  indeed  precious;  the  Goths  evacuated  Rome  on  the 
sixth,  the  Vandals  on  the  lifteenth,  day,  and,  though  it  be 
far  more  difficult  to  build  than  to  destroy,  their  hasty  assault 
would  have  made  a  alight  impression  on  the  solid  piles  of 
antiquity.  We  may  remember  that  both  Alaric  and  Genseric 
affected  to  spare  the  buildings  of  the  city;  that  they  sub- 
sisted in  strength  and  beauty  under  the  auspicious  govern- 
ment of  Theodoric ;  and  that  the  momentary  resentment  of 
Totila  was  disarmed  by  his  own  temper  and  the  advice  of  his 
friends  and  enemies.  From  these  innocent  Barbarians,  the 
reproach  may  be  transferred  to  the  Catholics  of  Rome.  The 
statues,  altars  and  houses  of  the  demons  were  an  abomina- 
tion in  their  eyes;  and,  in  the  absolute  command  of  the  city, 
they  might  labor  with  zeal  and  perseverance  to  erase  the 
idolatry  of  their  ancestors.  The  demolition  of  the  temples 
in  the  East  affords  to  them  an  example  of  conduct,  and  to  us 
an  argument  of  belief ;  and  it  is  probable  that  a  portion  of 
guilt  or  merit  may  be  imputed  with  justice  to  the  Roman 
proselytes.  Yet  their  abhorrence  was  confined  to  the  monu- 
ments of  heathen  superstition;  and  the  civil  structures  that 
were  dedicated  to  the  business  or  pleasure  of  society  might 
be  preserved  without  injury  or  scandal.  The  change  of 
religion  was  accomplished,  not  by  a  popular  tumult,  but 
by  the  decrees  of  the  emperors,  of  the  senate,  and  of  time. 
Of  the  Christian  hierarchy,  the  bishops  of  Rome  were  com- 
monly the  most  prudent  and  least  fanatic:  nor  can  any  posi- 
tive charge  be  opposed  to  the  meritorious  act  of  saving  and 
converting  the  majestic  structure  of  the  Pantheon.** 


**•  Eodem  tempore  petiit  a  Phocato  principe  teraplum,  qnod  appellatur 
Fanthton,  in  quo  iedt  flccUwiam  Saoct»  Uaxm  aemper  Tirginto,  et  omnium 
martjnim:  ia  qoAeodaitaB  prtaiom  niulta  bona  obtolK  (AnaitMiat  t«1  potiiM 
XAmt  Fiatit  In  BonifMlo  IT.  ia  Mont.  Beripi  Bw.  ItaL  IB.  p.  i  1M>  Juy 
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m.  The  value  of  any  object  that  sapplies  the  wants  or 
pleasures  of  mankind  is  compounded  of  its  substance  and 
itB  form,  of  the  materials  and  the  manufacture.  Its  price 
must  depend  on  the  number  of  persons  by  whom  it  may  be 
acquired  and  used;  on  the  extent  of  the  market;  and  conse- 
quently on  the  ease  or  difficulty  of  remote  exportation,  ac- 
cording to  the  nature  of  the  commodity,  its  local  situation, 
and  the  temporary  circumstances  of  the  world.  The  Bar- 
barian conquerors  of  Rome  usurped  in  a  moment  the  toil  and 
treasure  of  successive  ages;  but,  except  the  luxuries  of  im- 
mediate consumption,  they  must  view  without  desire  all  that 
oould  not  be  removed  from  the  city  in  the  Gothic  wagons  or 
the  fleet  of  the  Vandals."  Gold  and  silver  were  the  first  ob- 
jects of  their  avarice ;  as  in  every  conntry ,  and  in  the  small- 
est compass,  they  represent  the  most  ample  command  of  the 
industry  and  possessions  of  mankind.  A  vase  or  a  statoe 
of  those  precious  metals  might  tempt  the  vanity  of  some 
Barbarian  chief;  bnt  the  grosser  multitude,  regardless  of 
the  form,  was  tenacious  only  of  the  substance;  and  the 
melted  ingoti  might  be  readily  divided  and  stamped  into 
the  current  ooin  of  ttie  empire.  The  less  active  or  less  fort- 
unate robbers  were  rednoed  to  the  baser  plunder  of  brass, 
lead,  iron,  and  copper:  whatever  had  escaped  the  Gotha  and 
Vandals  was  pillaged  by  the  Greek  tyrants;  and  the  emperor 
Oonstans,  in  his  rapacious  visit,  stripped  the  bronze  tiles 
from  tbe  tool  ci  the  Pantheon."  The  edifices  of  Bomo 


cording  to  the  anonymous  writer  in  Monliaucoo,  the  Pantheon  had  been  vowed 
by  Agrippa  to  Cybele  and  Neptune,  and  WM  dedicated  BonUice  IT.  on  the 
Oklends  of  Norember  to  the  Virgin,  qiias  est  nmter  omnium  Banctr)nitn  (p.  297). 

ti  Flaminius  Vacca  (Montfaucoa,  p.  160.  Hh  Mem.  is  likewiHO  printed,  p. 
SI,  at  end  of  the  Roma  Antica  of  Nardini).  and  several  Romans,  doctrinA 
graves,  were  persuaded  tliut  the  Goths  burieci  their  trca^iurfs  at  Rome,  nud 
bequeatlied  the  secret  oaarks  filiis  uepuUbuMiue.  He  ruiatea  aome  auecduUM 
to  move  thnt  In  Ills  own  time  these  places  were  visited  and  rifled  lijr  the  Tnns^ 
alpiae  nUgiims,  the  heirs  of  ihc  Gothic  conquerora. 

n  Omnia  qute  erant  in  wre  ad  oruatum  civitatis  deposuit :  sed  et  eoclaslam 
■L  Itola  ad  nartjres  qtus  de  tsfnlts  anrfs  eooperta  discoopeniit  (Anast  in 
Vitah'an.  p.  141)  The  base  and  pacrilegious  Greek  had  not  eren  the  poor 
pretaooe  of  plundering  a  heathen  temfrie ;  the  Fantheon  was  alreadjr  a  Catholio 
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might  be  considered  as  a  vast  and  various  mine;  the  first 
labor  of  extracting  the  materials  was  already  performed;  the 
metiils  were  purified  and  cast;  the  marbles  were  hewn  and 
polished;  and,  after  foreign  and  domestic  rapine  had  been 
satiated,  the  remains  of  the  city,  oould  a  purchaser  have 
been  found,  wero  still  venal.  The  monuments  of  antiquity 
had  been  left  naked  of  their  precious  ornaments,  but  the  Ro- 
mans would  demolish  with  their  own  hands  the  arches  and 
walls,  if  the  hope  of  profit  could  suqmss  the  cost  of  the  labor 
and  exportation.  If  Cliarlemagne  had  fixe<l  in  Italy  the  seat 
of  the  "Western  empire,  his  genius  would  have  aspired  to  re- 
store, rather  than  to  violate,  the  works  of  the  Csesars:  but 
policy  confined  the  French  monarch  to  the  forests  of  Ger- 
many; his  taste  could  be  gratified  only  by  destruction;  and 
the  new  palace  of  Aix-la-Chapelle  was  decorated  with  the 
marbles  of  Ravenna"  and  Rome.**  Five  hundred  years 
after  Charlemagne,  a  king  of  Sicily,  Robert,  the  wisest  and 
most  liberal  sovereign  of  the  age,  was  supplied  with  the  same 
materials  by  the  easy  navigation  of  the  Tiber  and  the  sea; 
and  Petrarch  sighs  an  indignant  complaint,  that  the  ancient 
capital  of  the  world  should  adorn  from  her  own  bowels  the 
slothful  loxuiy  of  Ni^lw.**  But  these  ezAmpks  of  plunder 


*  For  the  spoils  of  Rjivonna  (miiHiva  atquo  inarmora),  Bee  the  original  prant 
of  Pdpe  Hiirian  I.  to  qhnriamagae  (Codex  CmoUo.  eniat.  Izvii.  ia  Murak  Serin. 
ItaL  IB.  1^  tt.  my 

*^  I  hliall  quote  the  authentic  tostimony  of  t!io  Baxon  poet  (a. D.  887-899)^ 
de  ReknxM  gmti»  Caroli  ma^i,  1.  v.  437-440.  in  the  Uut.  of  Freaiee(f.  180): 
Ad  qujE  mannoreHS  prtestabat  RoMA  ooIumD&s 
Quasdam  prsscipuaa  pulchra  Rareona  dedlt. 
De  tan]  longinquH  potent  re0one  veMMlM 
Bliua  omatum  Fraucia  ferro  Ubi. 

And  I  tbdl  mM,  fttUD  tlw  Ohron.  of  Bi^ebert  (Hist,  of  Wtwtm,  BTi^  «rlmlt 
etiam  Aqui.sgrani  banillcam  plurhns  pnlchritodinto,  ad  glmelBlMl  a  BOMA 
el  Bavenna  oolamnaa  et  marmora  devehi  fedt 

*  T  caBBofc refom  to  transcribe  a  kmpr  passageof  FBtmndi  (0pp.  pp.  6S6,  6S7. 
in  Bpiskrii  hortatoiia  ad  NkM^aum  LaarenthiiD);  H  is  bo  stronfir  and  Ml  to  the 
poini:  Nec  pudor  ant  pietas  continuit  quomlnna  imptl  npoliata  Dei  templa,  oocn- 
patas  arres,  opes  pablicas  refrionee  nrtris,  atque  honored  mafrfstrattram  inter  se 
4Maam  (Jkafteontf);  qnam  un&  In  re.  tnrbalenti  ae  aeditioei  bominea  eC  totina 
roliqiim  vit;p  consiliis  et  mtionftras  diseordefl,  inhumani  foederh  stupendA  aode- 
tate  oonrenerant,  fai  pontw^a^jnoBnia  atque  ^^^^^j^^l^l^  lapides  deeaoirent. 
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or  purchase  weie  isre  in  darker  ages;  and  ihe  Bomans, 
alone  and  nnenvied,  might  have  applied  to  their  private  or 
public  use  the  remaining  structures  of  antiquity,  if  in  their 
present  form  and  situation  they  had  not  been  useless  in  a 
great  measure  to  the  city  and  its  inhabitants.  The  walls 
still  described  the  old  circumference,  but  the  city  had  de- 
scended from  the  seven  hills  into  the  Campus  Marti  us;  and 
some  of  the  noblest  monuments  which  had  braved  the  in- 
juries of  time  were  left  in  a  desert  far  remote  from  the  hab- 
itations of  mankind.  The  palaces  of  the  senators  were  no 
longer  adapted  to  the  manners  or  fortunes  of  their  indigent 
successors:  the  use  of  baths'"  and  porticoes  was  forgotten; 
in  the  sixth  century,  the  games  of  the  theatre,  amphitheatre, 
and  circus,  had  l)eeu  interrupted;  some  temples  were  devoted 
to  the  prevailing  worship;  but  the  Christian  churches  pre- 
ferred the  holy  figure  of  the  cross;  and  fashion,  or  reason, 
had  distributed  after  a  peculiar  model  the  cells  and  offices 
of  the  cloister.  Under  the  ecclesiastical  reign,  the  number 
of  these  pious  foundations  was  enormously  multiplied ;  and 
the  city  was  crowded  with  forty  monasteries  of  men,  twenty 
of  women,  and  sixty  chapters  and  colleges  of  canons  and 
priests,"  who  aggravated,  instead  of  relieving,  the  depopu- 
lation of  the  tenth  century.  But  if  the  forms  of  ancient 
architecture  were  disregarded  by  a  people  insensible  of  their 
use  and  be  uty,  the  plentiful  materials  were  applied  to  every 
call  of  necessity  or  superstition;  till  the  fairest  columns  of 
the  Ionic  and  Corinthian  orders,  the  richest  marble  of  Paro^ 


viri,  post  dimptos  arcus  triumphales  (unde  majorea  horum  foreltan  comierunt), 
de  ipsius  veiuatatis  &c  proprin  impietatis  fragminibua  vilem  queet6m  turpi 
OMieuiKmlo  ettptare  non  pudiiit  Itaque  nunc,  heu  dolor  I  heu  aoeittt  ladigniiBit 
de  Tefttris  mamioreia  cohimms,  de  liminfbus  templorum  (ad  quae  nuper  ex  orbe 
toto  coDCumua  devotiaaimus  fiebat),  de  imaginibuB  Bepulchroniin  sub  quibuB 
patrum  wstronm  viMrabQis  civia  (etnwf)  erat,  ut  reliquas  .sikum,  dcsidiow 
Noapolis  adoraatur.  Sic  pauIlatiBi  rnius  ipm  daflduai.  Y«fc  King  SolMin 
waa  the  frkad  of  Petrarch. 

Tet  OhaiieaiagBe  wuhed  «id  swem  at  Aiz-Ia-Chapelle  with  a  hundred  of 
his  courtiern  (E^inhart,  c  22,  p.  108),  and  Muratori  describes,  an  late  aa  the  year 
814,  the  public  bHiha  which  were  built  at  Spoleto  in  Italy  (Ann.  vi.  416). 

*^  Annals  of  Italy,  A.D.  988.  For  thia  and  the  preceding  faet^  Munlori  h&Br 
■atf  fii  iBdabtad  to  the  Beaedioliaa  Uatoiy  e<  IfabUta. 
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Mid  Numidia,  were  degraded,  perhaps,  to  the  support  of  a 

'  convent  or  a  stable.  The  daily  havoc  which  is  perpetrated 
by  the  Turks  in  the  citi^  of  Greece  and  Asia,  may  aSord  a 
n^lancholy  example;  and,  in  the  gradual  destruction  oi  the 
monuments  of  Rome,  Sixtus  the  Fifth  may  alone  be  excused 
for  employing  the  stones  of  the  Septi2Soniiim  in  the  glorious 
edifice  of  St.  Peter."  A  fragment,  a  ruin,  howsoever  man- 
gled or  profaned,  may  be  viewed  with  pleasure  and  regret; 
but  the  greater  part  of  the  marble  was  deprived  of  substance, 
as  well  as  of  place  and  proportion;  it  was  burned  to  lime  for 
the  purpose  of  cement.  Since  the  arrival  of  Poggms,  the 
temple  of  Concord, ■*  and  many  capital  structures,  had  van^ 
ished  from  his  eyes;  and  an  epigram  of  the  same  age  ex« 
presses  a  just  and  pious  fear  that  the  continuance  of  this 
practice  would  finally  annihilate  all  the  monuments  of  an- 
tiquity." The  smallness  of  their  numbers  was  the  soie 
check  on  the  demands  and  depredations  of  the  Romm 
The  imi^nation  of  Petrarch  might  oreate  the  pfMMe  cf  a 
mighty  people;"  and  I  hesitate  to  believe  that^  aren  in  the 
fourteenth  century,  they  could  be  reduced  to  a  costemptible 
list  of  33,000  inhabitanti.  From  that  period  to  the  reign  of 
Leo  the  Tenth,  if  thaj  nmlftipbed  lo  the  aamnt  of  86^000^ 


*  Vita  di  Si»to  Quinto,  da  Gregorfo  Lati,  Hi.  50. 

Porticus  tcdis  Coucordiie,  quam  cum  primum  ad  urbem  access!  vidi  fore 
integram  opera  marmoreo  adraoditm  spedoeo:  Romani  post  mod  urn  ad  calcem 
;edem  totjun  et  porticCLs  partem  disjectia  columtiiH  sunt  demoliti  (p.  12).  The 
temple  of  Concord  was  therefore  not  deelroyed  by  a  ueditioa  iu  the  xiiith  cent* 
mx,  as  I  have  read  to  a  MS.  trestfee  del*  Gorerno  cifile  di  Rome,  Imt  me 
formerly  at  Rome,  aiid  ascribed  (I  believe  falaelj)  to  tira  celebrated  Grarina. 
P<^giu8  tilcowise  affirms  that  the  sepulchre  of  Cecilia  Metellawas  burned  for 

hm  (p.  19). 

**  Cornpofiod  by  -.flneas  Sylvius,  aftenvard  Popo  Pius  IT.,  and  ptiMlliMAftl^ 
Ifabilloa  from  a  MS.  of  the  queoD  of  Swudon  (Musfeum  ItaL  i.  jf.  87), 

OUectat  me,  Roma,  tuas  speclare  rulnas; 
b  eojuu  l&paCl  gloria  priioa  patet 

Bed  tuus  hie  populua  muria  defoesa  vetustia 
Caicw  in  o&Mf  iw«m  marmora  dura  coquit 
Inpia  terceafium  si  sic  geoa  egerit  auuM 

Nullum  hinc  indicium  nobihtatis  eril. 

^  Vaoabamur  pantar  ia  iU4  ariia  tan  macad;  quce,  earn  iwrnj/m  inattiMn 
facM  vMentat  popiilna  feabu  tmiwimmm  (0pp.  p.  606,  Epiau  JML  k 
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the  increase  of  cidzeus  was  in  some  degree  pemiciouB  to  the 
ancieat  city." 

IV.  I  have  reserved  for  the  last  the  most  potent  and 
forcible  cause  of  destruction,  the  domestic  hostilities  of  the 
Bomans  themselves.  Under  the  dominion  of  tlie  Greek  and 
French  emperors,  the  peace  of  the  city  was  disturbed  by  ac- 
cidental, though  frequent,  seditions:  it  is  from  the  decline 
of  the  latter,  from  the  beginning  of  the  tenth  century,  that 
we  may  date  the  licentiousness  of  private  war,  which  vio- 
lated with  impunity  the  laws  of  the  Code  and  the  Gospel; 
without  respecting  the  majesty  of  the  absent  sovereign  or 
the  presence  and  person  of  the  vicar  of  Christ.  In  a  dark 
period  of  five  hundred  years,  Rome  was  perpetually  afflicted 
by  the  sanguinary  quarrels  of  the  nobles  and  the  people,  the 
G^'ielphs  and  Ghibellines,  the  Colonna  and  Ursini;  and  if 
much  has  escaped  the  knowledge,  and  much  is  unworthy  of 
the  notice,  of  history,  I  have  exposed  in  the  two  preceding 
chapters  the  causes  and  ejffects  of  the  public  disorders.  At 
such  a  time,  when  every  quarrel  was  decided  by  the  sword; 
and  none  could  trust  their  lives  or  properties  to  the  impo- 
tence of  law;  the  powerful  citizens  were  armed  for  safety 
or  offence  against  the  domestic  enemies  whom  they  feared 
or  hated.  Except  Venice  alone,  the  same  dangers  and  de- 
signs were  common  to  all  the  free  republics  of  Italy;  and 
the  nobles  usurped  the  prerogative  of  fortifying  their  houses 
and  erecting  strong  towers"  that  were  capable  of  resisting 
a  sudden  attack.  The  cities  were  filled  with  these  hostile 
edifices;  and  the  example  of  Lucca,  which  contained  three 
hundred  towers;  her  law,  which  confined  their  height  to  the 
measure  of  fouracore  feet,  may  be  extended  with  suitable 
latitude  to  the  more  opulent  and  populous  states.   The  first 


**  TheM  Bfates  of  the  population  of  Rome  at  different  periods  are  derived 
frcMn  an  ingenious  tvMtiae  of  the  pbjaMaa  Leiicisi»  de  Bomani  Onli  Qiuditati* 
bus  (p.  122). 

»  AM  the  facts  that  relate  to  the  towers  of  Borne,  tmA  in  other  free  cities  of 
Italy,  raaj  be  found  in  tho  liil>firions  and  enlertaininp  oompilation  of  Murat 
▲ntiq.  ItaL  Med.  Mr.  diss.  xzvi.  (li.  493-496,  of  the  Lauu,  i.  p.  446.  of  the 
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step  of  the  senator  Brancalcone  in  the  establishment  of  peace 
ami  justice,  was  to  demolish  (as  we  have  already  seen)  one 
hundred  and  forty  of  the  towers  of  Rome;  and,  in  the  last 
days  of  anarchy  and  discord,  as  late  as  the  reign  of  Martin 
the  Fifth,  forty-four  still  stood  in  one  of  the  thirteen  or  four- 
teen regions  of  the  city.  To  this  mischievous  purpose,  the 
remains  of  antiquity  were  most  readily  adapted:  the  tcnnples 
and  arches  afforded  a  broad  and  solid  basis  for  the  new  struc- 
tures of  brick  and  stone;  and  we  can  name  the  modem  tur- 
rets that  were  raised  on  the  triumphal  monuments  of  Julius 
Ca«ar,  Titus,  and  the  Antonines."  With  some  alight  alter- 
ations, a  theatre,  an  amphitheatre,  a  mausoleum,  was  trans- 
formed into  a  strong  and  spacious  citadel.  I  need  not  repeat 
tbat  the  mole  of  Hadrian  has  assumed  the  title  and  form  of 
the  castle  of  St.  Angelo;"  the  Septizonium  of  Severus  was 
capable  of  standing  against  a  royal  arm  y the  sepulchre  of 
Metella  has  sunk  under  its  outworks;"  the  theatres  of  Pom- 
pey  and  Marcellus  were  occupied  by  the  Savelli  and  Ursini 
families;'*  and  the  rough  fortress  has  been  gradually  soft- 
ened to  the  splendor  and  elegance  of  an  Italian  palace. 
Even  the  churches  were  encompassed  with  arms  and  bul- 
warks, and  the  military  engines  on  the  roof  of  St.  Peter's 
wm  ihe  tficror  of  the  Vatioaa  «&d  the  scandal  of  tlie  Chxia- 


**  As,  for  Instance,  Temptum  Jani  biiim  Adtur,  turrto  Ontil  Fyaag^MOdit 

et  sane  Jano  impoftiUe  turrin  latoritlaQ  conapicua  hodiequo  vosUgia  supersunt 
(Moatfaucoa  Diar.  lUil.  p.  1 80).  The  anoaymoua  writer  (p.  285}  oauiDeiatea» 
aieiu  Tid,  turris  Cartularia ;  Arcua  JuUI  OMtrto  tl  fl—hinMn,  turrw  da  Bntis; 
anniB  Antonini,  turriii  de  Ck>sectis,  etc. 

*  Hadriani  molem  .  .  .  magoa  ex  parte  Eomaaonim  iajnila  .  .  .  distur- 
bwrit:  qood  oerte  funditus  wertiinat,  ri  eornm  maafbaa  fervte»  d»mimlto 
gmndibua  saxis,  roliqua  moles  exstitisaet  (Poggiua  de  Yarietate  FortOIH^  p.  ISX 

*  Against  the  emperor  Ilenry  IV.  (Murat.  Ana.  d^IUdL  is.  147). 

"  I  must  copy  an  important  passage  of  Ifootfimeoii:  Turrit  ln(reiM  roinnda. 
•  *  .  C^cilis  Metolljc  .  .  sfpulclirunj  oral,  cujus  muri  fam  BoUdi,  ut  apatium 
pwjpaam  mlnlmam  intus  vacuum  supersit:  et  Torre  di  Bovt  dicitur,  a  Iraum 
capflllMis  moo  fascrlpUs.  Hnfe  tequlori  »fo,  tempors  lataBtfDoram  beltomm, 
cou  nrbeenia  adjuncta  fult,  cujus  iiKPiiia  et  ttirres  etfamnum  visuntiir;  ita  ut 
sepulchnim  Metellie  qoasi  arz  <^iduU  fuerik  Fenrentibus  in  urbe  partibus, 
sum  Uniiii  attfos  CbnmiiMHns  nntofs  cladHNis  psmfcfsn  InfeirsBt  cfrflatl,  In 
ntrinsTe  partis  ditionem  cedomt  magni  momenti  orat  Cp.  \A1). 

**  Tsstimonlea  of  Donatus.  Nardini,  and  MontCauoon.  In  the  8av«Ui  palaoe, 
the  WBMiiw  ftf  tlM  Oatifen  «f  Mantlliii  an  il^ 
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tuui  world.  Wbatever  is  €ortifled  wQl  be  attacked;  and 
wbateyer  ia  attacked  may  be  deetroyed.  Gould  tbe  Romaoa 
baye  wieated  from  the  popea  the  caade  of  Si.  Angelo,  they 
bad  reaolTcd  by  a  public  decree  to  annihilate  that  monn- 
ment  of  aenritade.  Eyery  building  of  defence  waa  expoaed 
to  a  siege;  and  in  CTcry  the  arts  and  engines  of  de- 
stniction  we^  laborionaly  employed.  After  the  death  of 
Nicholas  the  Fonrth,  Borne,  without  a  sovereign  or  a  sen- 
ate, was  abandoned  six  months  to  the  fnxy  of  civil  war. 
**1^e  houses,*'  says  a  cardinal  and  poet  of  the  timea,** 
"were  crashed  by  the  weight  and  Telocity  of  enormona 
atones;**  the  walla  were  perforated  by  the  strokes  of  the 
batlering-ram;  the  toweis  were  involved  in  fire  and  smoke; 
and  the  assailants  were  stimolated  by  rapine  and  revenge.'* 
The  work  was  consummated  by  the  tyranny  of  the  laws; 
and  the  factions  of  Italy  alternately  exercised  a  blind  and 
thoughtless  vengeance  on  their  adversaries,  whose  houses 
and  castles  they  raeed  to  the  ground.*'  In  comparing  the 
days  of  foreign,  with  the  ages  of  domestic,  hostility,  we  must 
pronounce  that  the  latter  have  been  far  more  ruinous  to  the 
city,  and  our  opinion  is  confirmed  by  the  evidence  of  Pe- 
trarch, "Behold,"  says  the  laureate,  "the  relics  of  Rome, 
the  image  of  her  pristine  greatness  I  neither  time  nor  the 
Barbarian  can  boast  the  merit  u£  this  stupendous  destruc- 


"  James,  cardinal  of  St.  Gwrge,  ad  velum  aureum,  in  hi*  metrical  life  d 
Pope  Coleetin  V.  (Mural.  Scrip.  Ital.  i.  p.  iii.  621.  L  L  C  1,  ver.  133,  eto.) 

Hox  illitu  sat  eat,  Romam  caraiaae  Senatft 

Mensibaa  exactis  hou  sex ;  belloque  rocatoa 

In  Bcelua,  in  socioa  fratcriiaque  rulnera  patrea: 

Tormentia  Jeciaae  viros  immania  aaxa; 

Perfodisae  domiis  irahibnc.  focisae  ruinaa 

Igniboa;  incenaaa  turros,  obscurataoue  fumo 

Lattfna  vldno,  quo  ait  apoUata  ■upelteE. 
•  Murat.  piasert.  Ropra  le  Antiq.  Ttal.  !.  427-431)  flnda  that  Btono  bullets  of 
two  or  three  hundred  pounda'  weight  were  not  uncommon;  and  thej  are  aome- 
timew  romputod  at  xil  or  xviti  eaniari  of  G«noa.  each  eantaro  weighing  16* 
poundH. 

"  The  vith  law  of  the  Viaconti  prohibita  this  common  and  miachievoua  prac- 
tice :  and  BtricUr  eujoina  that  the  houaea  of  banlahed  eittaena  ahould  be  pnamA 
pro  comnnuil  vaitati(0«dvaBeiitael»nHUM,  la  Hunt.  Scrip.  Bar.  IM.  jXL 
1041). 


Digitized  by  Google 


OF  THE  BOMAli  EMPIRE 


643 


tion:  it  was  perpetrated  by  her  own  citizens,  by  the  most 
illustrious  of  her  sons;  and  your  ancestors  (he  writes  to  a 
noble  Annibaldi)  have  done  with  the  battering-rain  what 
the  Punic  hero  could  not  accomplish  with  the  sword. 
The  influence  of  the  last  two  principles  of  decay  must  in 
Bome  degree  be  multiplied  by  each  other;  since  the  houses 
and  towers,  which  were  subverted  by  civil  war,  required  a 
new  and  perpetual  supply  from  the  monuments  of  antiquity. 

These  general  observations  may  be  separately  applied  to 
the  amphitheatre  of  Titus,  which  has  obtained  the  name  of 
the  Coliseum,**  either  from  its  magnitude  or  from  Nero's 
colossal  statue:  an  edifice,  had  it  been  left  to  time  and  na- 
ture, which  might  perhaps  have  claimed  an  eternal  duration. 
The  curious  antiquaries,  who  have  computed  the  numbers 
and  seats,  are  disposed  to  believe  that  above  the  upper  row 
of  stone  steps  the  amphitheatre  was  encircled  and  elevated 
with  several  stages  of  wooden  galleries,  which  were  repeated- 
ly consumed  by  fire  and  restored  by  the  emperors.  Whatever 
was  precious,  or  portable,  or  profane,  the  statues  of  gods 
and  heroes,  and  the  costly  ornaments  of  sculpture,  which 
were  cast  in  brass,  or  overspread  with  leaves  of  silver  and 
gold,  became  the  first  prey  of  conquest  or  fanaticism,  of  the 
avarice  of  the  Barbarians  or  the  Christians.  In  the  massy 
Btonee  o£  the  Ooliaeum,  manj  holes  are  diaoemed;  and  the 


*'  Petrarch  thus  addresses  hia  friend  who,  with  shame  and  teiirs,  had  shown 
him  the  moBnia»  hMMm  speoimea  miaerabile  Bonue,  aad  declared  his  own  inten- 
tion o(  fegtOffng  ttnm  (QMiniiift  Litina.  1.  U.  epiat.  Phulo  AnnWiriimai,  zU.  97): 

Hac  ta  parva  manet  aermtis  fama  ralnla 
Quanta  quod  integr<e  fuit  olim  gloria  Ronia- 
Reliqula  taatautur  adhuc;  quaa  lougior  mVbA 
Fhu^pera  son  Taloit,  noo  Tia  aut  ira  craantl 

HoatH.  ab  ogregiis  franguntur  civibus  Jioul  htttt 

— —    Quod  iiU  nequivil  (Z/annifroi) 

Farfleil  hl0  arlaa.       

^  The  fourth  part  of  (be  Yerona  niustrata  of  the  Karquia  Mallei,  profeaaaJ^y 

treats  of  amphitheatres,  particularlj  those  of  Rome  and  Verona,  of  their  dimen- 
aions,  wooden  galleries,  etc.  It  is  from  magnitude  thai  he  derives  the  name  of 
Colosseum,  or  ColMewn;  sinoe  the  samo  appellation  waa  applied  to  the  ampht* 
theatre  of  Oapua,  without  the  aid  of  a  colossal  statue ;  Rince  that  of  Nem  was 
erected  in  the  court  (ta  atrio)  of  the  palace,  and  not  in  the  Ooliaeum  (p.  iv.  pp. 
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two  most  probable  conjectnres  represent  the  yarious  acci- 
dents of  its  decay.  These  stones  were  connected  by  solid 
links  of  brass  or  iron,  nor  had  the  eye  of  rapine  overlooked 
the  value  of  the  baser  metals:*^  the  vacant  space  was  con- 
verted into  a  fair  or  market;  the  artisans  of  the  Coliseum 
are  mentioned  in  an  ancient  survey;  and  the  chasms  were 
perforated  or  enlarged  to  receive  the  poles  that  supported 
the  shops  or  tents  of  the  mechanic  trades.  — Donatus,  Homa 
Vetus  et  Nova,  p.  285.  Reduced  to  its  naked  majesty,  the 
Flavian  amphitheatre  was  contemplated  with  awe  and  ad- 
niiratiou  by  the  pilgrims  of  the  North;  and  their  rude  en- 
thusiasm broke  forth  in  a  sublime  proverbial  expression, 
which  is  recorded  in  the  eighth  century,  in  the  fragments 
of  the  venerable  Bede:  *'As  long  as  the  Coliseum  sfcinda, 
Borne  shall  stand;  when  the  Coliseum  falls,  Rome  will  fall; 
when  Rome  falls,  the  world  will  fall.""  In  the  modem 
system  of  war,  a  situation  commanded  by  three  hills  would 
not  Vjc  chosen  for  a  fortress;  but  the  strength  of  the  walls 
and  arches  could  resist  the  engines  of  assault;  a  numerous 
ganiBon  might  be  lodged  in  the  enclosure;  and  while  one 
faction  occupied  the  Vatican  and  the  Capitol,  the  other  was 
iatrenched  in  the  Lateran  and  the  Coliseum.** 

The  abolition  at  Rome  of  the  ancient  games  must  be  un- 
derstood with  some  latitude;  and  the  carnival  sports,  of  the 
Testacean  mount  and  the  Circus  Agonalis,"  were  regulated 


*•  Joseph  Maria  Suardfi,  a  loarucd  bisbop,  and  the  author  of  a  history  ol 
Prteneste,  has  cumpo8ed  a  eeparato  dissertation  on  the  sevea  or  eight  probable 
causes  of  these  holes,  wUdk  has  \mm  since  reprinted  fa  Am  Boman  Thesaurat 
of  Salloii^TG.  Motitfatiron  (Diar.  p.  233)  pronounces  tlMnfiwof  tluiBaiterl'* 
ana  to  be  the  uaam  ffermanamque  oaiuam  foranunttm. 

«  Quamdin  staW  CMjBeaa,  9M%  et  Bema;  qmodd  cadM  ColTMoa,  cadet 
Soma;  quando  cadet  'Rorna,  cadet  et  mundus  (B«da  in  Fxcerpt.  i»eu  Collect, 
apod  bucange  Oloea.  Med.  et  Infim.  Latin,  ti.  407,  ed.  Basit.).  This  saying 
mast  be  ascribed  to  tba  Anglo-^UOD  pilgrims  wfta  vMM  Bome  befora  tha 
year  13b.  Uio  ora  of  Bate^  iM*^  liT  1^ Ml bdtoveflaiMT t«HnMi aHok 
ever  passed  the  sea. 

«  I  oanal  raoavar  fa  Iteaiari 'a  arigfail  Uvea  «(  the  Papea  (Scrip.  BtK 
Ital.  iii.  p.  i.)  tho  pa.'^Bafre  tliai  attoets  this  hoetile  partition,  which  OMMl  fta 
applied  to  the  end  of  tba  zitb  or  tba  beglaimig  of  tba  xiith  oantarj. 

**  ^llbaaBbghaatwtfaMqithaOlwwAfOMlfabsdMlii^piiltaMliilifai 
Ita  lom  and  nama  (Agooi^  H^oa%  Hftvau^;  and  the  fatsioripMetfMiea 
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bj  the  law**  or  otistom  of  the  city.  The  senator  presided 
with  dignity  and  pomp  to  adjudge  and  distribute  the  prizes, 
tiie  gold  ring,  or  the  pallium,**  as  it  was  styled,  of  cloth  or 
silk.  A  tribute  on  the  Jews  supplied  the  annual  expense;" 
and  the  races,  on  foot,  on  horseback,  or  in  chariots,  were  en- 
nobled by  a  tilt  and  tournament  of  seventy-two  of  the  Re- 
man youth.  In  the  year  one  thousand  three  hundred  and 
thirty-two,  a  bull-feast,  after  the  fashion  of  the  Moors 
and  Spaniards,  was  celebrated  in  the  Coliseum  itself;  and 
the  living  manners  are  painted  in  a  diary  of  the  times."  A 
convenient  order  of  benches  was  restored;  and  a  ge;7eral 
proclamation,  as  far  as  Rimini  and  Ravenna,  invited  the 
nobles  to  exercise  their  skill  and  courage  in  this  perilous 
adventure.  The  Roman  ladies  were  marshalled  in  three 
squadrons,  and  seated  in  three  balconies,  which  on  this 
day,  the  third  of  September,  were  lined  with  scarlet  cloth. 
The  fair  Jacova  di  Rovere  led  the  matrons  from  beyond  the 
Tiber,  a  pure  and  native  race,  who  still  represent  the  feat- 
ures and  character  of  antiquity.  The  remainder  of  the  city 
was  divided  as  usual  between  the  Colonna  and  Ursini:  the 
two  factions  were  proud  of  the  number  and  beauty  of  their 
female  bands:  the  charms  of  Savella  Ursini  are  mentioned 


■oflleleiit  1«v«l  for  fba  purpoM  of  ndoff.  Bat  Clio  Ifonte  Teotaoeo,  timt  ttrango 

pile  of  broken  pottery,  seems  only  adapted  for  Ibo  annual  practice  of  hurling 
from  top  to  bottom  some  wagon-loads  of  liv«  hogs  lor  the  diversion  of  the 
populaoe  (Stat  Vrbia  Robub,  p.  IM). 

*•  Slatula  TJrbis  Romee,  1.  iii.  c.  87,  88,  89,  pp.  ls'5,  186.  I  have  already 
given  an  idea  of  this  municipal  code.  The  races  of  Nagona  and  Monte  Teetaceo 
«re  Kkowtoo  menUoiiod  In  the  Diary  of  Peler  Antontao  from  14M  to  141t  (Iforat 
Scrip.  Rer.  Ttal.  xxiv.  1124). 

**  The  Pallium,  which  Menage  ao  iooUahljr  deriTca  fnun  Palmarimnt  is  an 
easy  extenskm  of  the  Mea  and  tm  words,  from  fSb»  robe  or  doak.  to  the  materi- 
als, and  from  ihenoe  to  their  application  as  a  prize  (Murat.  disA.  xxxiii.). 

*^  For  these  expenses,  the  Jewt  of  Some  paid  each  year  1,130  florins,  of 
whldi  fho  odd  thirty  represented  Hm  pleoM  off  Mvor  for  which  Mm  had  be- 
trayed hi.4  M(i.ster  to  their  aiiccHtors.  There  WM  ft  fOOt  ftce  Of  Jewlah,  M  WSU. 
aa  of  Christian,  youths  (Stat.  Urbis,  ibid.). 

This  extraordinary  bull-feaat  In  the  Ooliseum  is  described  firom  tradition, 
rather  than  memory,  by  Ludovico  fiuonconte  Monaldeaco,  in  the  must  ancient 
frafrments  of  B<MnaQ  annals  (Murat.  Scrip.  Rer.  Ital.  xii.  536);  and,  howerer 
fanciful  they  najr  aeem,  they  are  deqdjr  marked  wtth  (he  ooloce  of  truth  and 
Datura. 
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witk  pndM;  mad  ih»  Colonna  regretted  the  absence  of  tlic 
jouigeflt  ol  ibflir  house,  who  had  sprained  her  ankle  in 
Ike  garden  of  Hero's  tower.  The  lots  of  the  champions 
were  drawn  by  an  old  and  respectable  citizen;  and  thcj  de- 
Boended  into  the  arma^  or  pit,  to  encounter  the  wild-bulls, 
on  foot  as  it  should  seem,  with  a  single  spear.  Amid  the 
crowd,  our  annalist  has  selected  the  names,  colors,  and  de- 
vices of  twenty  of  the  most  conspicuouB  knights.  Several 
of  tl  t  names  are  the  most  illustrious  of  Rome  and  the  ec- 
clcsias'ical  state;  Malatesta,  Poltniui,  delia  Valle,  Oafarello, 
Savell  ,  Capoocio,  Conti,  Aniiibaldi,  Altieri,  Corsi;  the 
colors  were  adapted  to  their  taste  and  situation;  the  de- 
vices are  expressive  of  hope  or  despair,  and  breathe  the 
spirit  of  gallantry  and  arms.  **I  am  alone  like  the  young- 
est of  the  Horatii,"  the  confidence  of  an  intrepid  stranger: 
•*I  live  disconsolate,"  a  weeping  widower:  *'I  bum  under 
the  ashes,"  a  discreet  lover:  **I  adore  Lavinia,  or  Lucretia," 
the  ambiguous  declaration  of  a  modem  passion:  "My  faith 
is  as  pure,"  the  motto  of  a  white  livery:  "Who  is  stronger 
than  myself?"  of  a  lion's  hide:  "If  I  am  drowned  in  blood, 
what  a  pleasant  death,"  the  wish  of  ferocious  courage.  The 
pride  or  prudence  of  the  Ursini  restrained  them  from  the 
field,  which  was  occupied  by  three  of  their  hereditary  rivals, 
whose  inscriptions  denoted  the  lofty  greatness  of  the  Co- 
lonna name:  "Though  sad,  I  am  strong:"  "Strong  as  I  am 
great,"  "If  I  fall,"  addressing  himself  to  the  spectators, 
"you  fall  with  me:" — intimating  (says  the  contemporary 
writer)  that  while  the  other  families  were  the  subjects  of  the 
"Vatican,  they  alone  were  the  suj)portors  of  the  Capitol.  The 
combats  of  the  amphitheatre  were  dangerous  and  bloody. 
Every  champion  successively  encountered  a  wild-bull;  and 
the  victory  may  be  ascribed  to  the  quadrupeds,  since  no  . 
more  than  eleven  were  left  on  the  field,  with  the  loss  of 
nine  wounded  and  eighteen  killed  on  the  side  of  their  ad- 
versaries. Some  of  the  noblest  families  might  mourn,  but 
the  pomp  of  the  funerals,  in  the  churches  of  St.  John  Lat- 
erau  and  St.  Maha  Maggiore,  afforded  a  second  holiday  to 
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the  people.  Doubtless  it  was  not  in  such  conflicts  that  the 
blood  of  the  Romans  should  have  been  shed ;  yet  in  blam- 
ing their  rashness,  we  are  compelled  to  applaud  their  gal- 
lantry; and  the  noble  vounteers,  who  display  their  magnifi- 
cence, and  risk  their  lives,  under  the  balconies  of  the  fair, 
excite  a  more  generous  sympathy  than  the  thousands  of  cap- 
tives and  malefactors  who  were  reluctantly  dragged  to  the 
scene  of  slaughter. 

This  use  of  the  amphitheatre  was  a  rare,  perhaps  a  sin- 
gular, festival:  the  demand  for  the  materials  was  a  daily 
and  continual  want,  which  the  citizens  could  gratify  with- 
out restraint  or  remorse.  In  the  fourteenth  century,  a  scan- 
dalous act  of  concord  secured  to  botli  factions  the  privilege 
of  extracting  stones  from  the  free  and  common  quarry  of  the 
Coliseum;**  and  Poggius  laments  tliat  the  greater  part  of 
these  stones  had  been  burned  to  lime  by  the  folly  of  the  Ro- 
mans.** To  check  this  abuse,  and  to  prevent  the  nocturnal 
crimes  that  might  be  perpetrated  in  the  vast  and  gloomy  re- 
cess, Eugenius  the  Fourth  surrounded  it  with  a  wall;  and, 
by  a  charter  long  extant,  granted  both  the  ground  and  ed- 
ifice to  the  monks  of  an  adjacent  convent. After  his 
death,  the  wall  was  overthrown  in  a  tumult  of  the  people; 
and  had  they  themselves  respected  the  noblest  monument  of 
their  fathers,  they  might  have  justified  the  resolve  that  it 
should  never  be  degraded  to  private  property.  The  inside 
was  damaged;  but  in  the  middle  of  the  sixteenth  century, 
an  era  of  taste  and  learning,  the  exterior  circumference  of 
one  thousand  six  hundred  and  twelve  feet  was  still  entire 


"  Muratori  has  gtyeD  a  aeparate  duaerW  (the  xzixth)  to  the  gamee  of  the 
IlaUan  to  the  mid&  egM. 

•  In  a  concise  but  inatructivo  rnomoir.  tho  abbo  Bartholomy  (Mem.  do 
TAead.  des  Inscript.  zxvUi.  586)  has  mentiooed  this  agreement  of  the  factiooa 
flf  the  zlTth  century,  de  Tlbarano  iMiendo  la  fbe  OoSaenm,  from  ea  origfiial 
tet  in  the  archiveH  of  Rome. 

^  Goliaeura  .  .  .  ob  stultitiam  Rom&norum  wujBri  ex  parte  ad  caloem 
daletum,  says  the  hidignant  Poggiua  (p.  17):  but  his  eacpraesion,  too  stNOf 
iOf  the  present  age,  must  be  very  tenderly  applied  to  the  xvth  ectiiury. 

Of  the  OtiTelaa  monks,  Montfauooo  (p.  142)  affirms  this  fact  from  the 
memottels  of  Ylemlnini  Twm  (Ho.  Uy.  TImj  ■tfli  hoped,  on  some  fatnve 
oewihai,  to  mlT*  tod  vindlQete  their  wamL 
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and  inviolate;  a  Uiple  elevation  of  fonrsoore  arches,  which 
rose  to  the  height  of  one  hundred  and  eight  feet.  Of  the 
present  ruin,  the  nephews  of  Paul  the  Third  are  the  guilty 
agents;  and  every  traveller  who  views  the  Farnese  palace 
may  curse  the  sacrilege  and  luxury  of  these  upstert 
princes.'*  A  similar  reproach  is  applied  to  the  Barberini; 
and  the  repetition  of  injury  might  be  dreaded  from  every 
reign,  till  the  Coliseum  was  placed  under  the  safeguard  of 
religion,  by  tlie  most  liberal  of  the  pontiffs,  Benedict  the 
Fourteenth,  who  consecrated  a  spot  which  persecution  and 
fable  had  stained  with  the  blood  of  so  manjr  Christian 
martyrs. 

When  Petrarch  first  gratified  his  eyes  with  a  view  of 
those  monuments,  whose  scattered  fragments  so  far  surpass 
the  most  eloquent  descriptions,  he  was  astonished  at  the 
supine  indifference"  of  the  Romans  themselves he  was 
humbled  rather  than  elated  by  the  discovery  that,  except 
his  friend  Bienzi  and  one  of  the  Colonna,  a  stranger  of  the 
Bhdne  was  more  conversant  with  these  antiquities  than  the 
nobles  and  natives  of  the  metropolis. **  The  ignorance  and 
crednlity  of  the  Romans  are  elaborately  displayed  in  the  old 
surrey  at  the  ci^  which  was  oomposed  aboat  the  banning 

■*  Aitwr  mo— nring  tfie  priNos  OTpWlbwitrB  gjrrai,  MoBtftnienn  (a  142)  oulw 
■Mb  that  H  ww  «iitira  under  Pfeul  m. ;  tMBodo  ebmit  ICantari  (Aim.  dltaL 

xiv.  371)  more  free^jf  Wports  the  guUt  of  the  Fanicse  pope,  and  the  indijsmation  oC 
the  Bomea  people,  ^fuiut  the  ueptieira  of  UrtieD  VUL  I  bam  no  other  eirfi* 
denoe  tina  HbB  Tolgw  Baying.  "Quod  oon  fMenmt  BariiBrl,  faoere  Barbarhil.'* 
which  waa  perhaps  suggested  )iy  (he  resent ilnnce  of  the  words. 

"  As  an  antiquarien  and  a  priest^  Montfaucon  thus  depraoatee  the  ruhk  at 
the  Coliseum:  QuAd  si  non  Buopte  i»Mito  atque  pulchritndine  d^nam  fttfiBel 
quod  iniproims  arceret  manus,  ina%iia  fBB  atiqpie  m  looon  toi  tuuitjnm  cmore 
■eerum  tan  tope  re  Mevitom  ene. 

»  Tei  the  Statutee  of  Rome  (L  ffi.  c.  81,  p.  183)  Impoie  a  1m  eC  MtMfnl 
00  wboeoeTer  shall  domolisb  any  ancient  edifloe,  ne  mink  eivMM  ManMCar, 
et  nt  antiqua  lediOeia  deooram  urbis  perpetuo  repreaententk 

**  In  his  first  visit  to  Rome  (a.d.  1887.  Mens,  ear  PeiraR|.  L  891,  etc.), 
Fetowch  Is  struck  mute  miraculo  rerum  taiitarum,  et  stuporia  mole  obrutus  .  .  . 
ItaMwntia  vero,  mimm  dictft,  nihil  inuninnit:  Tore  idbJot  fuit  Booaa  ma^oreeque 
■■t  reliquis  quam  rebar.  Jam  non  orbem  ab  hie  wbe  domitom,  led  teas  eere 
domium,  mirar  (0pp.  p.  606.  AumU.  tf.  14.    Joenni  Golumna.). 

**  He  exoepia  and  pr&ises  the  rar«  knowledfre  of  John  Ookmna.  Qui  enim 
kodie  QMgie  igaaii  varum  Aomanarum,  quam  Komani  oireat  lavitaa  4iee  ini^ 
qjOMB  nfaiiiB  Roma  OTgniriTitnr  ^inm  Rsmi^ 


Digitized  by  Google 


OF  THE  SOMAN  EMPmr 


64» 


of  the  thirteenth  century;  and,  with  oat  dwolliiiLr  on  the 
nMnifold  errors  of  name  and  place,  the  legend  of  the  Cap- 
itol" may  provoke  a  smih*  of  'ontoinpt  nnd  indignation. 
**The  Capitol,"  aars  the  anonymous  writer,  "is  so  named 
as  being  the  head  of  the  world;  where  the  consuls  an<l  sen- 
ators formerly  resided  for  the  goYernment  of  the  city  and 
the  globe.  The  strong  and  lofty  walls  were  covered  with 
glass  and  gold,  and  erown«'>d  with  a  roof  of  the  richest  and 
most  curious  carving.  Below  the  citJidel  stood  a  jialace,  of 
gold  for  the  greater  part,  decorated  with  precious  Rtones, 
and  whose  value  might  be  esteemed  at  one-third  of  the 
world  itself.  The  statues  of  all  the  provinces  were  ar- 
nuiged  in  order,  each  with  a  small  bell  suspended  from  its 
iMck;  and  such  was  the  contrivance  of  art  magic,"  that  if 
the  province  rebelled  against  Rome,  the  statue  turned  round 
to  that  quarter  of  the  heavens,  the  bell  rang,  the  prophet  of 
the  Capitol  reported  the  prodigy,  and  the  senate  was  admon* 
isbed  d  the  impending  danger.'*  A  second  example  of  leas 
importance,  though  of  equal  absurdity,  may  be  drawn  frooi 
the  two  marble  horses,  led  by  two  naked  youths,  which  hare 
since  been  transported  from  the  baths  of  Oonstantine  to  the 
Qnirinal  hill.  The  groandleflf  application  of  the  names  of 
Phidias  and  Praxiteles  may  perhaps  be  ezcnsed;  but  these 
Grecian  sculptors  should  not  have  been  removed  above  four 
hundred  years,  from  the  age  of  Pericles  to  that  of  Tiberius: 
the  J  should  not  have  been  transformed  into  two  philoso- 
phers or  magicians,  whose  nakedness  was  the  sjrmbol  of 

After  the  description  of  the  Capitol,  he  adds,  statuio  erant  qoot  nuut 
mrodi  pfovinoto;  et  hul)ebat  qunlibet  tintinnabulnm  ad  coUain.  Et  erant  ita 
por  OMgicam  artem  disjMt-inr,  nt  qimndo  aliqiia  repo  Ronuino  Iinperio  relu'lTw 
6Mi|^  itsUro  itaa(^  illivin  provincUe  vertebat  se  contra  iUam;  node  tintinoabulum 
KHonabat  qDud  peiidebat  ad  oottofli;  Uineque  yatee  Oafllilli  qui  erant  custodM 
senatni.  efo.  He  mentions  an  examp1<^  of  tho  Snxonfi  and  Snnvi,  who,  after 
they  had  been  Hubdued  by  Agrrippa,  attain  rebelled:  tintinDabuium  8onuit» 
noerdoa  qni  erat  in  speculo  hi  babdomada  aaaaftoribua  anntiaTH:  Afifppa 

aarabed  back  and  n>di»o«d  thf>    PiT«ian'«  (Anon,  in  Montfaiicon,  p.  297). 

*  The  name  writer  atBrms  that  Virgil  captua  a  Romania  inrisibiliter  exiit, 
ivitqiie  Xeapolin).  A  Roman  magioiaa,  In  (&a  xtlii  oantarjr,  la  introdncad  by 
William  of  Malmesbury  (de  Oe«tis  Rejr.  Anplo.  1.  n.  fiO);  and  in  the  time  of 
namiaim  Vacca  (No.  81,  103)  it  waa  tiie  vulgar  belief  thai  the  atrangen  (the 
Mkt)  isTokad  tlw  damona  for  the  diiooTarj  a<  hMte  Iiimuiml 

Tot.  VL— 6« 
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Irath  and  knowledge,  who  revealed  to  the  emperor  his  most 
■eoret  actions;  and,  after  refusing  all  pecnniary  recompense, 
solknled  the  honor  of  leaving  this  eternal  monument  of 
themselves.**  Thus  awake  to  the  power  of  magic,  the  Ro- 
mans were  insensihle  to  the  beauties  of  art:  no  more  than 
five  statues  were  visible  to  the  eyes  of  Poggiua;  and  of  the 
multitudes  which  chance  or  design  had  buried  under  the 
rains,  the  resurrection  was  fortunately  delayed  till  a  safer 
and  more  enlightened  age.**  The  Nile,  which  now  adorns 
tiie  Vatican,  had  been  ex])lored  by  some  laborers  in  digging 
a  vineyard  near  the  temple,  or  convent,  of  the  Minerva;  but 
the  impatient  proprietor,  who  was  tormented  by  some  visits 
of  curiosity,  restored  the  unprofitable  marble  to  its  former 
grave.**  Tlie  discovery  of  a  sUitue  of  Pompey,  ten  feet  in 
length,  was  the  occasion  of  a  lawsuit.  It  had  been  found 
under  a  partition-wall:  the  equitable  judge  had  pronounced 
that  the  head  should  be  separated  from  the  body  to  satisfy 
the  claims  of  the  contiguous  owners;  and  the  sentence  would 
have  been  executed,  if  the  intercession  of  a  cardinal,  and 
the  liberality  of  a  pope,  had  not  rescued  the  Roman  hero 
from  the  hands  of  his  barbarous  countrymen.'* 

But  the  clouds  of  bjirbarism  were  gradually  dispelled; 
and  the  peaceful  authority  of  Martin  the  Fifth  (a.D.  1420, 
etc.)  and  his  successors,  restored  the  ornaments  of  the  city 


Anon.  p.  289.  Mootfaooon  (p.  191)  )u8tly  obserroA  that  if  Alezandflr  be 
WpfBonted,  these  statues  cannot  be  the  work  of  Phidia«  (Olymp.  Ixxiiii.)  or 
Praxiteles  (Olvmp.  civ.),  who  livod  before  Uiat  conqueror  (Plin.  JIis<t.  Nat. 

zxxiv.  ley. 

"  William  of  Malmo^iburj  (I.  ii.  86)  relates  a  marvellous  diKCovery  (a.D.  104(J) 
of  I'allas,  the  son  of  Evander,  who  liad  been  slaiu  by  Turnus;  the  perpettiai 
Bght  in  hit  00polohre,  a  Latin  epitaph,  the  corpse,  yet  entire,  of  a  youDK  giant, 
the  piionnons  wound  in  his  breast  (pectus  perforat  ini^ens),  etc.  If  this  fable 
resiM  on  the  slightest  foundation,  we  may  pity  the  bodies,  as  well  as  the  statues, 
that  were  «spoMd  to  the  air  in  »  berberooa  age. 

"  Propo  portioum  Minerva?,  statua  est  recnbantis,  cujus  caput  intoji^rA  efflgie, 
tantee  magnitudinis,  ut  signa  omnia  czoedaU  Quidam  ad  plantandu8  arboree 
terabee  fedeoe  delexft  Ad  hoc  visandani  onia  phim  in  diet  nwgit  coo- 
ciirrerent,  slrepitnm  adeuntium  fuMiiditimque  pertatut,  hocti  pntronnt  OOMgtttA 
humo  toxit  (Poggius  de  Yarielate  Fortuo»,  p.  12). 

**  Mem.  of  Flaminittt  Yteen.  No.  Bt,  M»  11,  U.  at  tfa»  and  of  tht  Bona 
Ante  of  NaidlDi  (lt04^  hi  4lo). 
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M  well  as  the  order  of  the  ecclesiastical  state.  The  improTe- 
ments  of  Bomef  sfnce  the  fifteenth  century,  have  not  been 
the  spontaneoTis  produce  of  freedom  and  industry.  Tha  first 
a&d  most  natural  root  of  a  great  city  is  the  labor  and  pop- 
ttlousness  of  the  adjacent  conntryi  which  supplies  the  ma- 
terials of  subsistence,  of  manufaotnies,  and  of  foreign  trade. 
But  the  greater  part  of  the  Oampagna  of  Bome  is  reduced  to 
a  dreary  and  desolate  wilderness:  the  overgrown  estates  of 
the  princes  and  the  clergy  are  cultivated  by  the  lazy  hands 
of  indigent  and  hopeless  vassals;  and  the  scanty  harvests 
are  confined  <»r  exported  for  the  benefit trf  a  monopoly.  A 
second  and  more  artificial  cause  of  the  growth  of  a  metrop- 
olis is  the  residence  of  a  monarcli,  the  expense  of  a  luxuri- 
ous court,  and  the  tributes  of  dependent  provinces.  Those 
proyinoes  and  tributes  bad  been  lost  in  the  full  of  the  em- 
pire: and  if  some  streams  of  the  silver  of  Peru  and  the  gold 
oi  Brazil  have  been  attracted  by  the  Vatican,  the  revenues 
iA  the  cardinals,  the  fees  <A  office,  the  oblations  ol  pilgrims 
and  dieots,  and  tiie  remnant  of  ecclesiastical  taxes,  afford  a 
poor  and  precarious  supply,  which  maintains,  however,  the 
idleness  of  the  court  and  city.  The  population  of  BcMne,  far 
below  the  measure  d  the  great  eapitels  oi  Burope,  does  not 
exceed  170,000  inhabitants;"  and  within  tiie  spacious  enclos- 
ure of  the  walls,  the  larger  portion  of  the  seven  hills  is  overw 
spread  with  vineyards  and  ruins.  The  beauty  and  splendor 
of  the  modom  city  may  be  ascribed  to  the  abuses  ol  tlie  gOY- 
emment,  to  tiie  influence  of  superstition.  Bach  reign  (the 
exceptions  are  rare)  has  been  marked  by  the  rapid  elevation 
of  a  new  family,  eniiohed  by  the  ohildlees  pcmtifi  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  church  and  country.  The  palaces  of  these  for^ 
tonale  nephews  are  the  most  costly  monuments  of  elegance 
and  servitude;  the  perfect  arts  of  aichitectore,  painting,  and 
sonlptore,  have  been  prostituted  in  their  servioe,  and  their 

In  the  vwir  1709,  the  mhabitants  of  Rome  (without  hidodlng  efgbt  or  tern 
tbouBand  Juw^s)  amounted  to  138,568  souIh  (Labat,  Yojagea  en  Espagne  et 
Itallle^  iU.  217).  In  1140  they  had  mcreaaed  to  146,080;  and  hi  1166,  I  left 
them,  without  the  Jews.  161,899.  I  am  tgnonml  whellMr  fbay  hsva  ffaMS 
continued  in  a  pregreBMtre  atato. 
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galleries  and  gardens  are  decorated  with  the  most  precious 
works  of  antiquity,  which  taste  or  vanity  has  prompted 
them  to  collect.  The  ecclesiastical  revenues  were  more  de- 
cently employed  by  the  popes  themselves  in  the  pomp  of  the 
Catholic  worship;  but  it  is  superfluous  to  enumerate  their 
pious  foundations  of  altars,  chapels,  and  churches,  since 
these  lesser  stars  are  eclipsed  by  the  sun  of  the  "Vatican,  by 
the  dome  of  St.  Peter,  the  most  glorious  structure  that  ever 
has  been  applied  to  the  use  of  religion.  The  fame  of  Julius 
the  Second,  Leo  the  Tenth,  and  Sixtus  the  Fifth,  is  accom- 
panied by  the  superior  merit  of  Bramante  and  Fontana,  of 
Kaphael  and  Michael  Augelo:  and  the  same  munificence 
which  had  been  displayed  in  palaces  and  temples  waw  di- 
rected with  equal  zeal  to  revive  and  emulate  the  labors  of 
antiquity.  Prostrate  obelisks  were  raised  from  the  ground, 
and  erected  in  the  most  conspicuous  places;  of  the  eleven 
aqueducts  of  the  Caesars  and  consuls,  three  were  restored; 
the  artificial  rivers  were  conducted  over  a  long  series  of  old, 
or  of  new,  arches,  to  discharge  into  marble  basins  a  flood  of 
salubrious  and  refreshing  waters:  and  the  spectator,  impa- 
tient to  ascend  the  steps  of  St.  Peter's,  is  detained  by  a  col- 
umn of  Egyptian  granite,  which  rises  between  two  lofty  and 
perpetual  founUiins,  to  the  height  of  one  hundred  and  twenty 
feet.  The  map,  the  description,  the  monuments  of  ancient 
Rome,  have  been  elucidated  by  the  diligence  of  the  anti- 
quarian and  the  student:*'  and  the  footsteps  of  heroeSi  the 

*"  The  P^re  Montiaucon  dislributes  his  own  obsenraticms  into  twenty  days, 
lie  should  hftve  styled  them  weeks,  or  months,  of  hfs  TlsHt  to  the  different  paili 
of  the  city  (Dmr.  Ital.  c.  8-20,  pp.  104-301).  T);hi  learned  Benedictine  reviews 
the  topographers  of  ancient  Boine;  the  first  efiurte  of  Blondus,  Fulvius,  liar- 
tfanus,  and  nunus,  the  superior  labora  of  Pyrrirae  Ligorhw,  had  his  learning 
been  equal  to  his  labors;  the  writings  of  Onuphrius  Panvinius,  qui  omnes  ob- 
•curavit,  and  the  recent  but  impedect  books  of  Donatus  and  NardinL  Yet 
Xontfaacoii  stfll  righs  for  a  more  oomplele  idaa  and  description  of  Uie  eld  cl^» 
which  must  be  attained  by  the  three  following  methods:  1.  The  measurement 
of  the  space  and  interrais  of  the  ruins.  2.  The  study  of  inscriptions,  and  the 
places  where  they  were  found.  8.  The  Inveatlgatlep  of  all  the  acts,  charters, 
diaries  ot  the  middle  ages,  which  name  any  spot  or  building  of  Rome.  The 
laborious  woric,  such  as  Kontfaucon  desired,  must  be  promoted  by  princely  or 
nubile  mnillQMioe;  but  the  great  modem  plan  of  AoUi  (a.d.  1748)  would 
fonlali  a  loUd  and  Mouiito  btiis  lor  the  MMtont  topogt^^ltjr  of  Sono^ 
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relics,  not  of  superstition,  but  of  empire,  are  devoutly  vis- 
ited by  a  new  race  of  pilgrims  from  the  remote,  and  ouce 
savage,  countries  of  the  North. 


Of  these  pilgrims,  and  of  eyery  reader,  llie  attentton  will 
be  exeHed  by  a  hisfeorj  of  the  decline  asd  fall  ol  tlie  Romaa 
empire;  the  greatest,  perhaps,  and  moat  anrfnl  aeene,  in  tbe 
histoiy  of  wianlrind.  The  vaiioiia  oaiueB  and  progreaaiTe 
effects  are  connected  with  many  of  the  eyents  most  interest- 
ing in  hnman  annak:  the  artful  policy  of  the  OsBean,  who 
long  maintuned  the  name  and  image  of  a  free  republic;  the 
disorders  of  military  despotism ;  the  rise,  establi^ment,  and 
sects  of  Ohrietianity ;  the  foundation  of  Constantinople;  the 
dirision  of  the  monarchy;  the  inyasion  and  aettiements  of 
the  Barbarians  of  Germany  and  Scythia;  the  institutions  of 
the  civil  law;  the  character  and  religion  of  Mahomet;  the 
temporal  sovereignty  of  the  popes;  the  restoration  and  de- 
cay of  the  Western  empire  of  Charlemagne;  the  crusades  of 
the  Latins  in  the  East;  the  conquests  of  the  Saracens  and 
Turks;  the  ruin  of  the  Greek  empire;  the  state  and  revolu- 
tions of  Rome  in  the  middle  age.  Th^  historian  may  ap- 
plaud the  importance  and  variety  of  his  subject;  but,  while 
he  is  conscious  of  his  own  imperfections,  he  must  often  ac- 
cuse the  deficiency  of  his  materials.  It  was  among  the 
ruins  of  the  Capitol  that  I  first  conceived  the  idea  of  a 
work  which  has  amused  and  exercised  near  twenty  years 
of  my  life,  and  which,  hovever  inadequate  to  my  own 
wishes,  I  finally  deliver  to  the  curiosity  and  candor  of 
the  Public, 

Lausannb, 
June  27,  1787. 
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AUTOBIOGRAPHY  OF  EDWARD  GIBBON 


**I  have  pMonied  to  mark  the  moment  of  oonoeption;  I 
shflll  now  oommemorate  the  hour  of  my  final  deUreranoe.  It 
was  on  the  day,  or  rather  night,  of  the  S7th  of  Jnne,  1787, 

between  the  hours  of  eleven  and  twelve,  that  I  wrote  the 
last  lines  of  the  last  page,  in  a  summer-house  in  mj  garden. 
After  laying  down  mj  pen,  I  took  several  toma  in  a  ber- 
oeau,  or  covered  walk  of  acacias,  which  commands  a  pros- 
pect of  the  conntry,  the  lake,  and  the  mountains.  The  air 
was  temperate,  the  sky  was  serene,  the  silver  orb  of  the 
moon  was  reflected  from  the  waters,  and  all  nature  was 
silent.  I  will  not  dissemble  the  first  emotions  of  joj  on  the 
lecoveiy  of  my  freedom,  and,  perhaps,  the  establishment  of 
my  &me.  Bat  my  pride  was  soon  hnmbled,  and  a  sober 
melancholy  was  spread  over  my  mind  by  the  idea  that  I 
had  taken  an  evcnasting  leave  of  an  old  and  iigrceable 
companion,  and  that  whatsoever  might  be  the  future  fate 
of  mj  History,  the  life  of  the  historian  must  be  short  and 
precarions." 
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Acre,  the  siege  of,  by  the  cru- 
saders,  115;  surrenders,  116;  re- 
lieved by  Edward  182i  the 
final  siege  of,  138;  stormed,  IM 

Adhemar,  bishop  of  Puy,  the  cru- 
sader, 88 

Adrian  IV.  procures  the  burning 
of  Arnold  of  Brescia,  Ml 

iEneas  Sylvius  on  the  state  of 
Europe,  528^  S2L   See  Pius  II. 

Albigeois,  the  crusade  against  the, 
123 

Aleppo  captured  by  Timour,  356; 
burned,  351 

Alexander  m.  reforms  the  elec- 
tion  of  the  popes,  558 

Alexius,  alarm  of,  at  the  numbers 
of  the  crusaders,  46]  obtains  the 
homage  of  the  crusaders,  48i 
profits  by  the  crusades,  86;  re- 
proached by  the  crusaders,  82 

Alexius  Angelus,  brother  of  Isaac, 
becomes  emperor,  146;  imprisons 
and  blinds  his  brother  Isaac,  147; 
his  false  security,  162:  his  em- 
bassy to  the  crusaders,  163;  his 
cowardice,  165;  his  flight  into 
Thrace,  IflS 

Alexius  Angelus,  son  of  Isaac, 
spared  by  his  uncle,  147;  escapes 
to  Sicily,  147;  solicits  the  aid  of 


the  crusaders,  158;  crowned  with 
his  father,  170;  his  bargain  with 
the  crusaders,  171;  his  vacilla- 
tion, 178;  deposed  and  killed, 
174.  12fi 

Amir,  his  character  and  friendship 
with  Cantacuzene,  ^5^  826 

Amurath  I^  his  reign  and  con- 
quests, 380;  establishes  the  Jan- 
izaries, 881;  his  death,  831 

Amurath  II.,  377;  lands  in  Europe, 
878;  conquers  Hadrianople,  878; 
besieges  Ck>nstantinopIe,  8Mi ;  his 
reign  and  character,  449;  his 
double  abdication,  450.  451;  de- 
feats Ladislaus  at  Warna,  451 

Andronicus  Paleeologtis  crowned 
emperor,  249;  and  the  patriarch 
Athanasius,  269;  abdicates,  275; 
becomes  a  monk,  and  dies,  226 

Andronicus  Palaaologus,  the 
Yotmger,  emperor,  274;  marries 
Anne  of  Savoy,  278;  defeated 
by  Orchan,  824 

Angora,  the  battle  of,  won  by 
Timour,  858 

Anne  of  Savoy  marries  Andronicus 
the  Younger,  228 

Antioch  captured  by  the  crusaders, 
62;  intrusted  to  Tancred,  8Z 

Apocaucus  conspires  against  Can- 
tacuzene, 280;  killed,  284 

Armenia  taken  by  the  Moguls,  811 

(667) 


INDEX 


Arnold  of  Brescia,  his  career,  522; 

his  execution,  Ml 
Arsenius  excommunicates  Michael 

Pal»ologU8,  ^47;  exiled,  24S 
Ascalon,  the  Turlcs  defeated  at,  by 

Godfrey,  76]  battle  of,  iietween 

Saladin  and  Richard,  IIS 
Assassins,  the,  extirpated  by  Hoi-* 

agou,  QIQ 
Assize  of  Jerusalem,  the,  8Q 
At)mnasiu8,  tiie  patriarch  of  Con- 

•Uatinople,  26k 
Atbos,  Mount,  the  mona^ry  at, 

2ai>:  tiie  monks  of,  and  their 

teachings,  2QQ 
Avignon,  the  popes  at,  564 


Ba(H>ao  stormed  by  the  Moguls, 
811;  ruined  by  Timour.  3£i8 

Bajazet  succet^ds  Amurath,  832; 
his  conquests,  882;  invades  Mol- 
davia, invades  Greece,  838; 
his  fleet  at  Oallipoli,  88Sl  his 
letter  to  Timour,  854;  defeated 
at  Angora,  860;  the  captivity  of, 
861:  his  death,  Sfifi 

Baldwin  seizes  Edessa,  fifl 

Baldwin  of  Flanders  joins  the  cru- 
sade, 149;  elected  emperor,  189; 
taken  prisoner  by  the  Bulgaria 
ans,  199;  bis  death,  200;  an  im- 
postor claims  his  poMessions,  201 

Baldwin  II.  becomes  emperor,  210; 
his  travels,  210;  sells  the  relics, 
212=211 

Barlaam  attacks  tlie  monks  of 
Mount  Athos,  290;  his  mission 
to  Benedict  XII.,  388i  the  tutor 
of  Petrarch,  427 

Basil,  the  council  of,  HO. 

Baton  sent  by  Octai  to  the  Went, 
812;  gaina  the  battle  of  Lignite, 


818;  takes  Orau,  818;  retreats 
from  Neostadt,  815 

Bela  IV.,  king  of  Hungary,  de- 
feated by  the  Moguls,  81ji 

Belgrade  defended  by  John  Hun- 
iades,  461 

Benedict  XII.,  Barlaam*s  mission 
to,  888 

Bernard,  abbot  of  Clairvaux.  97: 

preaches  the  second  crusade.'9tj: 

on  the  Romans,  536 
Bessarion  at  thu  council  of  Fer- 

rara.  417;  becomes  a  cardinal, 

41iL  4M 
Bocoaee  studies  Greek,  42&. 
Bohemond  prepares  for  tke  cru- 
sade, ^  becomes  king  of  An- 

tioch,  62;   leaves  Antioch,  87; 

invades  the  empire,  8^  dies,  88 
Boniface  of  Montferrat,  general  of 

the  crusaders,  155;  becomes  king 

of  Thessalonica,  192 
Bosphorus,  the,  passage  of,  by  the 

crusaders,  IM 
Boucicault,  Marshal,  captured  at 

Nicopolis,   886;  at  Ckmstanti- 

nople,  Mi. 
Brancaleone  invited  to  Rome,  54S 
Britain  described  by  Chalcondyles, 

401 

Bulgaria  invaded  by  the  Moguls, 
819 

Bulgarians,  the,  revolt  of,  145:  take 
Baldwin  prisoner,  199;  defeated 
by  Henry,  m 

Bull  feast  in  the  Coliseum, 

C 

Cjb&axaa  taken  by  Richard  L>  US 
Cantacuzene,  John,  i*evolts,  278; 
regency  of,  279;  his  fortune,  279t 
conspired  against,  2^0;  assumes 
the  purple,  282i  bis  flight  to  the 
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Croatians,  282;  rotonu  to  Con- 
stantinople, 285;  defeats  John 
PalsBologus,  288^  abdicates,  289; 
enters  a  monastery,  289;  his 
conflicts  with  the  Genoese,  295; 
his  negotiatipn  with  the  pope, 

Gaporioni,  the,  of  Rome,  565 

Caracorum,  the  capital  of  the  Mo- 
guls, m. 

Carizme  invaded  by  Zingis  Kiian, 
305  ^ 

Carizmians,  the,  invade  Syria,  127; 
sack  Jerusalem,  12Z 

Caspian  Sea,  the,  Mogul  expedition 
round,  802 

Catalans,  the,  character  of,  261; 
seize  Oallipoli,  363;  defeat  the 
Greeks,  264;  conquer  Greece, 
266;  aid  the  Venetians  at  the 
battle  of  Constantinople,  297; 
banished  from  Constantinople, 

29a 

Chalcondyles,  his  description  of 

Germany,  899;  of  France,  400; 

of  Britain,  401 
Charles  of  Anjou  conquers  Sicily, 

255;  becomes  a  senator  of  Rome, 

549 

China  invaded  by  Zingis  Khan,804; 
subdued  by  the  Moguls,  SOS 

Chivalry,  the  rise  of,  40 

Christianity  tolerated  by  the  Ma- 
hometans, 2& 

Chrysoloraa,  the  embassy  of,  481; 
becomes  professor  of  Greek  in 
Florence,  421 ;  at  Pavia  and 
Rome,  483;  his  description  of 
Constantinople,  442 

Clement  VI.,  his  negotiations  with 
Cantacuzene,  2SSi. 

Coliseum,  the  ruins  of  the,  M8 

Colon na  family,  history  of  the,  570 

Conrad  III.  undertakes  the  Beoond 


crusade,  89;  refuses  homage  to 
Manuel  Comnenus,  ^ 
Conservators  of  Rome,  the,  Qll 
Constance,  the  council  of,  20,  612 
Constantine  Palasologus  becomes 
emperor,  468;  message  of  Ma- 
homet to,  478;  message  of,  to 
Mahomet,  480;  his  forces  and 
measures  for  defence,  488;  union 
with  the  pope,  489;  his  fare* 
well,  503;  and  Justiniani,  506; 
his  death,  508;  his  body  found, 
515 

Constantinople,  the  rendezvous  of 
the  crusaders,  43i  attacked  by 
the  crusaders,  48]  massacre  of 
the  Latins  at,  142;  the  Venetian 
fleet  for  its  conquest,  160;  the 
Latins  arrive  before,  162;  be- 
sieged by  the  Latins,  166;  the 
great  fire  at,  172;  again  besieged 
by  the  Latins,  176;  stormed  by 
the  Latins,  177;  the  spoil  of,  180; 
its  sculptures,  183;  retaken  by 
Michael  Palaeologus,  217,  218; 
its  defences  restored  by  Michael 
Palaaologus,  254;  naval  battle  at, 
between  the  Genoese  and  the 
Venetians,  297;  besieged  by  the 
Turks  under  Amurath,  881;  de- 
scribed by  Chrysoloras,  442;  the 
last  siege  beg^ins,  486;  the  cannon 
at  the  siege  of,  498;  victory  of  the 
Genoese  ships,  496,  497;  stormed 
by  the  Turks,  505 

Council,  the,  of  Basil,  407;  Cler- 
mont. 20]  Constance,  40L  fil2  ; 
Ferrara,  414  :  Florence,  41fi ; 
Pisa,  40L  612 

Courtenay,  the  family  of,  2M 

Crete,  orCandia,  the  island  of,  pur- 
chased by  the  Venetians,  191 

Crusade,  the  first,  i5j  its  composi- 
tion, 81]  its  chiefs,  84i  the  seo- 


660 


INDEX 


ond,8»i  its  failure,  94]  the  third, 

89i  the  fourth,  IMi  th« 

123;  the  sixth,  127;  the  Berenth, 

m 

Crusaders,  their  motives,  28]  at- 
tacked by  the  HungarianB,  ^ 
reach  Constantinople,  83;  routed 
hy  Soliman,  81;  their  march  to 
Constantinople,  48:  pay  homage 
to  Alexius,  48i  numbers  of,  S2; 
besiege  Nice,  53]  gain  the  battle 
of  Doryl»um,  57]  gain  the  bat- 
tle of  Antioch,  63]  take  Jerusa- 
lem, 74]  their  anger  with  Alex- 
ius, W[i  their  treaty  with  the 
Venetians,  158;  take  25ara,  187; 
join  Alexius,  IM 

Crusades  against  Li  von  ians,  Moors, 
and  others,  128;  consequences  of 
the,  2ia 

Cublai  Khan  conquers  China,  806; 

his  character  and  reign,  817 
Curds,  the,  IM 

Cyprus  conquered  by  Richard  L, 
144 


DAlMBmrr,  archbishop  of  Pisa,  76; 
becomes  patriarch  of  Jerusalem, 

27 

Damascus  sacked  by  Tlmour,  351 
Damietta  taken  by  the  crusaders, 

Dandolo,  his  character,  188;  his 
treaty  with  the  crusaders,  154; 
at  the  siege  of  Constantinople, 
168;  proclaimed  despot  of  Ro- 
mania, 190;  dies,  IfiQ 

Delhi,  Timour  wins  the  battle  of, 
351 

Doria  defeats  Pisani  at  Oonstantt- 

nople,  2fl7 
Doryl»um,  victory  of  the  cru- 
saders at,  SI 


p.nK«ftA  aeiaed  by  Baldwin,  69; 

stormed  by  Zenghi,  101 
Edward  L  raiaea  the  siege  of  Acre, 

132 

Egypt  conquered  by  the  Turks, 
104;  seized  by  Soladin,  107;  in- 
vaded by  the  crusaders,  128; 
attempted  conquest  of,  by  the 
Moguls,  Slli  submiU  to  Ti- 
mour, 36L  asa 

Ephesus  taken  by  the  Turks, 
its  complete  dt>solation.  8M 
Eaxine,  the  trade  of  the, 

F 

FAOCioLATi.the  great  duke,  treach- 
ery of,  285 

Ferrara,  the  council  at,  414;  coun- 
cil adjourns  to  Florence,  ilft 

Florence,  the  council  of  Ferrara 
adjourns  to,  416 

France  described  by  Chalcondyles, 
400 

Frederic  Barbarossa  undertakes 
the  third  crusade,  89;  refuses  to 
enter  Constantinople,  98;  ad- 
dress of  the  Roman  ambassa- 
dors to,  562;  besieges  Rome,  554; 
drowned,  fifl 

Frederic  11.  prepares  for  the  cm- 
sade,  124;  »  crusade  preached 
against  him,  125;  enters  Jeru- 
salem, 125i  his  favorable  treaty 
with  the  Moslems,  IMl  the  m- 
trigtiea  against,  12fi 

French,  the,  massacred  at  Paler- 
mo, 259 

French  princes,  the,  captured  by 

Bajaeet,  ^Bt 
Fulk  of  Neniny  preaches  the  fourth 

crusade, 147 
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OAldUPOU,  Bajaset's  fleet  at,  888 
G«laleddiD  swims  the  Indus,  306; 

defends  Persia,  Wi, 
Geiasius  U.,  riots  at  his  election, 

584 

C}«>noa  beox>ine8  the  ally  of  the  em- 

peror,  293 
Genoesti  Hettle  at  Pera,  291;  pro- 
claim John  Paleeologras,  288; 
their  conflicU  with  the  em- 
peror. 295*  their  war  with  the 
Venetians,  296;  their  colony  at 
Phocffio.  378;  four  of  their  ships 
relieve  Constantinople, 
Uermaujr  dencribed  by  Cbaloon- 

dyles,  dSA 
Godesca),  the  monk,  joins  the  first 

crusade.  81 
Godfrey  of  Bouillon,  84]  his  char- 
acter, 86i  passes*  through  Hun- 
gary     attaclts  Constantinople, 
48;  elected  king  of  Jerusalem,  1h 
Grau  taken  by  the  Mopnls,  318 
Greece  invaded  by  Bajazet,  8^2 
Greek  lang^uage,  the,  state  of,  422 
Greek  learning,  revival  of,  in  Italy, 
42fi 

Greek  and  Latin  churches,  the 
union  of,  421;  the  schism  re- 
newed, 4M 

Greeks,  obstinacy  and  fanaticism 
of  the,  42a 

Gunpowder,  the  invention  of,  ^ 

Guy  of  Lusignan,  king  of  Jerusa- 
lem, 110;  captured  by  Saladin, 
110;  ransomed.  111 


Hawk  WOOD,  John,  895;  negotiates 

with  John  Palaeologus,  395 
Henry  of   Flanders,  brother  of 


Baldwin,  joins  the  crusade,  149; 

becomes  emperor,  801;  defeats 

the  Bulgarians,  206:  his  policy, 

203;  his  death,  204  * 
Holagou  Khan  conquers  Penrin  ,8KI 
Holy  Year,  the,  instituted, 
Hugh,  count  of  Yermandois,  Vob 

crusader,  87 
Hungarians,  the,  make  peace  xvlth 

the  Turks,  454;  violate  the  peace, 

Hungary  traversed  by  the  cru- 
saders. 83i  44;  invaded  by  the 
Moguls,  818 

Huniades,  John,  joins  the  league 
against  the  Turks,  458;  his  char> 
acter,  400;  defends  Belgrade,  461; 
his  death,  4A1 

I 

India  invaded  by  Tiraour,  850 
Indulgences,  the  origin  of,  22 
Indus,  the,  swam  by  Gelaleddin, 

Innocent  HI.,  the  introducer  of 
the  Inquisition,  128;  establishes 
transubstantiation ,  122;  preaches 
the  fourth  and  fifth  crusades. 123; 
preaches  crusades  against  the 
Livonians,  Moors,  Albigeois,  and 
kings  of  Sicily,  1^ 

Isaac  Angelus,  his  character,  143; 
blinded  and  imprisoned,  147;  re> 
stored,  168;  his  death,  175 

3 

JkFWK  taken  by  Bichard  1^  lli 
Janizaries,  origin  of  the,  881 
Jeffrey  of  Villehardouin  joins  the 

crasade,  149;  his  narrative,  149 
Jerusalem,  besieged  and  taken  by 

the  crusaders,  74;  extent  of  the 
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kingdom  of,  77;  the  ABsiae  of,  80j 
the  form  of  its  government,  81j 
its  laws,  ^  taken  by  Saladin, 
11&-112;  sacked  by  the  Caris- 
roians,  127 
Jews  pillaged  by  the  crusaders, 
2& 

Joannices  becomes  king  of  Bul- 
garia, 1^ 

John  of  Apri,  patriarch  of  CJon- 
stantinople,  280 

John  of  Brienne  becomes  emperor, 
1809;  defeats  John  Vataces,  2SI^ 

John  Cantacuzene  revolts,  278; 
proclaims  himself  emperor,  882 

John  Lascaris  blioded  by  Michael 
Palaeologua, 

John  Palaeologus  becomes  emper- 
or, 878;  marries  the  daughter  of 
Cantacuzene,  286;  quarrels  with 
Cantacuzene,  287;  flees  to  Tene- 
dos,  888;  divides  the  empire,  888; 
visits  the  popes,  893,  894;  de- 
tained at  Venice,  fflfi 

John  Palasologus  n.,  emperor,  405; 
his  reception  at  Venice,  418;  sails 
for  Ferrara,  418 

John  of  Procida,  252 

John  Vataces  defeats  the  Latins, 
202 ;  besieges  Ck>nstantinop]e, 
209;  defeated  by  John  of  Bri- 
enne, 2()0j;  the  reign  of,  2M. 

Jubilee,  the,  at  Rome,  505 

Julian  Csssarini  (Cardinal  Julian), 
character  of.  fl5fl 

Justiniani,  John,  at  the  siege  of 
Ck>n8tantinople,  488;  wounded, 
606 


Khalil.  takes  Acre,  188 
Knights,  the,  arms  and  exercises 

of,  40-4« 
Knights  of  St.  John,  the,  IS 


TiAmBr.AOT  defeats  the  Turks,  4g8; 
defeated  at  Warna  by  Amurath 
U.,452 

Ladislaus  of  Naples  besieges  Rome, 

Lance,  the  Holy,  its  legend,  66 
Lascaris,    Janus,   his  eminence, 

Latin  and  Greek  churches,  the, 
union  of,  421;  schism  renewed, 

445 

Latins,  the,  massacred  at  Con- 
stantinople,  142 ;    encamp  at 
Scutari,  162;  besiege  Constan- 
tinople, 166;  again  capture  Con- 
stantinople, 177;  progress  of, 
Laws  of  Jerusalem,  the,  82 
Leo  Pilatus,  the  tutor  of  Boccace, 
429;  Qreek  professor  in  Flor- 
ence, 429;  his  appearance,  429; 
his  character  and  learning,  480; 
his  death,  4S1 
Light  of  Mount  Tabor,  the,  289 
Lignitz,  the  battle  of,  gained  by 

the  Moguls,  813 
Li  vonians,  the  crusade  against  the, 
123 

London  visited  by  Manuel  Palaa- 

ologus,  affii 
Louis,  count  of  Blois,  joins  the 

crusade,  149 
Louis  Vn.  undertakes  the  second 

crusade,  89j  first  interview  with 

Manuel  Comnenus,  98i  refuses  a 

second  interview,  98 
Louis  IX.,  his  character,  127;  takes 

Damietta,  128;  taken  prisoner, 

129;  dies  in  Africa,  ISQ 
Lucius  IL,  pope,  killed  by  a  stone, 

Lucius  m.,  pope,  wounded  and 
insulted,  585 


y  Google 


INDEX 


66? 


Hahoiuct  cooqueflts  of,  87&;  hia 
rciffii,  877;  uDtertained  at  Con- 
slantinople,  879 

Mahomet  IL,  hia  birth  aod  cbar> 
acter«  472;  succeeds  Arnurath  II., 
474;  baild«  a  fortress  at  Abo- 
maton,  479;  prepares  for  the 
aicge  of  Gonstaotinople,  481; 
casts  a  huge  caoDoo  for  the 
siege,  488;  begins  the  siege.  486; 
the  numbers  of  bis  troops,  487; 
takes  his  fleet  across  the  land, 
499;  takes  CoDstaatinofrfe,  506; 
marches  into  the  Morea,  5BQ: 
his  death,  ^ 

Mahometans,  their  toleration  of 
Christianity,  23 

Mamalukes,  the,  murder  Touran 
Shah,  180i  defeat  the  Moguls, 

au 

Manuel  Comnenus,  his  treatment 
of  the  crusaders,  92^  his  alliance 
with  the  Turks,  94 

Manuel  Palseologus  becomes  em- 
peror, 888;  serves  under  Bajazet, 
839;  escapes  to  Coustantinople, 
389;  invites  Mahomet  to  Con- 
stantinople, 379;  visits  Paris, 
897;  visits  London,  898;  becomes 
a  monk,  404 

Martin  V.  restores  the  Roman 
monuments,  586 

Massacre  of  the  Latins  at  Con- 
stantinople, 142 

Mat  1 1  lew  of  Montmorenoj  joins 
the  crusade,  149 

Michael  Angel  us,  or  Comnenus, 

Michael  Palasologus  retakes  Con- 
stantinople, ai7;  his  character, 
839;  coronation  of,  242;  again 
crowned   st  St.  Sophia,  ^Mi 


blinds  John  Lascaris,  246;  ex- 
communicated by  Arsenius.  347: 
his  anion  with  the  Latin  Charoh, 
851;  restores  the  walls  of  Con- 
stantinople, 254 

Michael  Palaeologus  made  eniperor 
by  Andronicus  the  Elder,  271 

Moguls,  the,  Zingis  Khan  becomes 
emperor  of,  801;  conquer  China, 
808;  conquer  Pfcrsia,  810;  storm 
Bagdad,  SUi  defeated  by  the 
Maraalukps,  811;  take  Armenia 
and  Anatolia,  811;  invade  Rus- 
sia. 812;  gain  the  battle  of  Lig- 
nitz,  HI 3;  invade  Hungary,  818; 
retreat  from  Nenstadt,  815;  con- 
quer Siberia,  815;  their  capital 
of  Caracorum,  316;  invade  Bul- 
garia and  Thraee,  319 

Monuments  of  Rome,  the,  627;  use 
and  abuse  of  the  materials  of, 
M 

Moors,  the  crusade  against  the,  12ft 
Moscow  burned  by  the  Moguls,  813 
Mottoes  of  the  Roman  nobles,  64fl 
Mounsonfle  becomes  emperor,  175; 

defends    Constantinople.  12&; 

thrown  from   the  Theodosian 

Column,  IM 
Mousa  becontes  sultan  of  Hadria- 

nople,  326 
Mustapha,  snltan  at  Hadrianople, 

825 

Naples  conquered  by  Charles  of 

Anjou,  255 
Neustadt  besieged  by  the  Moguls, 

315 

Nice  besieged  by  the  crusaders,  53: 

invaded  by  the  Ottomans,  3^ 
Nicholas  v..  his  character,  437 
Nicomedia  invaded  by  the  Otto- 
mans, ^SR 
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Nicopolis,  the  battle  of,  gained  by 

Bajazet,  SM^ 
Noureddin,  his  character,  101;  dies, 

m 

O 

OCTAI  sends  Batou  to  conquer  the 

West,  312 
Old  Man  of  the  Mountain,  the, 

chief  of  the  Assassias,  210 
Orchan  takes  Prusa,  822;  defeats 

AndroDicus  the  Younger,  324; 

marries  Theodora,  328;  selis  his 

prisoners  at  Constantinople,  828; 

dies,  m. 
Othman,  character  of,  821 
Ottomans,  origin  of  the,  828 

P 

Pajjbouoqi,  the, 

Paleeologus,  Andronicus,  emperor, 

24d 

Palaeologus,  Andronicus,  the 

Younger,  emperor,  274 
PalaBologus,  Constantine,  emper- 

or,  4fi8 

Palseologus,  John,  emperor,  278; 

returns  to  Ck>nstantiDople,  288 
PalseologUB,  John,  II.,  emperor, 

405 

Palaaologus,  Manuel,  emperor,  388 
Palaaologus,  Michael,  emperor,  242 
Palasologus,  Michael  II.,  emperor, 

211 

Palermo,  the  Sicilian  Vespers  at, 

Paris  visited  by  Manuel  Palasolo* 

gun,  Sfil 

Pekin  besieged  by  Zingis  Khan, 
804 

Pera,  the  (Genoese  settle  at,  2fil 
Persia  conquered  by  the  Moguls, 
810;  invaded  by  Timour,  M& 


Peter  Bartholemy  and  the  Holy 
Lance,  66 

Peter  of  Courtenay  becomes  em- 
peror, 206;  captured  by  Theo- 
dore, 20fi 

Peter  the  Hermit  visits  Jerusa- 
lem, 15j  applies  to  the  pope, 
16;  preaches  through  Italy  and 
France,  16 

Petrarch  studies  the  Greek  lan- 
guage, 427;  his  character  and 
coronation,  !^ 

Philelphus  on  the  Greek  language, 
428 

Philip  Augustus  arrives  at  Acre, 
116;  returns  to  France,  111 

Philip,  duke  of  Burgundy,  sails 
for  the  Hellespont,  4^ ;  his 
pageant,  528 

Philip  of  Courtenay  refuses  the 
empire,  206.  2(>2 

Photius  becomes  patriarch  of  Con- 
stantinople, 187 

PhraDza,  bis  embassies,  468;  his 
captivity,  611;  fate  of  his  chil- 
dren, 611 

Pisa,  the  council  of,  407^  612 

Pisani  defeated  by  Doria  at  Con- 
stantinople, 2S1 

Pius  n.,  and  the  Turkish  war, 

m 

Placentia,  the  council  of,  18 
Podesta,  the,  his  duties,  643 
Poggius  on  the  ruins  of  Rome, 

621 

Pope,  the,  excommunicates  the 
patriarch,  18& 

Popies,  their  authority,  629;  their 
mode  of  election,  688;  remove 
from  Rome.  561,  564;  return  to 
Rome,  605;  policy  of  the, 

Porcaro,  Stephen,  conspiracy  of, 
filfi 

Prior  of  Rome,  the,  Oil 
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Prisoners  sold  at  Gonataatinople, 
828 

Pruaa  taken  by  Orohan,  ^ 


Raymond  of  Thoulousb,  the  cru- 
sader, as 

Reginald  of  ChatiUon,  llO;  killed 
by  Saladin,  111 

Richard  L  arrives  at  Acre,  116;  his 
characler,  118;  takes  Csosarea 
and  Jaifa,  118 ;  retires  from 
Jerusalem,  119;  retakes  Jaffa, 
119;  his  treaty  with  Saladin, 
121;  conquurs  Cyprus,  IM 

Rienzi,  bin  birth  and  character, 
~)S0',  assum<>8  tlie  office  of  trib- 
une, 584:  his  vices  and  follies, 
589^5901  defeaU  the  nobles,  mrv, 
his  fall,  598;  a  captive  at  Avig- 
non, 600;  senator  of  Rome,  6()(>; 
niiUisacreti,  602 

Robert  of  Courtenay,  becomes  em- 
peror, 207;  escap<'s  from  Con- 
stantinople and  appeals  to  the 
pope,        death  of,  2Qfi 

Robert  of  Flanders,  the  crusader, 
22 

Robert  of  Normandy,  the  crusad- 
er, 82 

Robert  of  Paris  and  Alexius.  SI 
Roger  de  Flor,  chief  of  the  Cata- 
lans, 201 

Roger  de  Loria  defeats  the  French, 

2fiQ 

Rome,  revolts  in,  582;  besieged  by 
Frederick  Barbarossa,  654;  its 
wars  with  neighboring  cities, 
556:  the  jubilee  at,  665;  the 
nobles  of,  568;  career  of  Riensi, 
680;  the  popes  return  to.  605; 
besieged  by  Ladislaus  of  Naples, 
609;  its  government,  616;  oon- 


spiraoy  of  Steph«»n  Porcaro,  619; 
the  ruins  of,  in  the  fifteenth  cen- 
tury, 687;  causee  of  the  destruc- 
tk>n  of  the  monuments  of,  634; 
results  of  the  domestic  quarrels 
of,  689;  its  population,  651 
Russia  invaded  by  the  Moguls,  812 


Saint  Sophia  pillaged  by  the  Lat- 
ins, 1H2;  sacked  by  the  Turka, 

5ia 

Saladin  defends  Alexandria,  104; 
knighted,  106;  becomes  errand 
vizier  of  EJgypt,  106;  seizes 
Egypt,  107:  extent  of  his  em- 
pire, 107;  character  of,  lOTj,  108; 
captures  Ouy  of  Lusignan,  110; 
tnkes  Jerusalem,  112;  besieges 
Tyre,  114;  his  treaty  with  Rich- 
ard, IMl  dies,  m 

Suludine  Tenth,  the,  imposed,  1^ 

Soanderbeg,  his  birth  and  educa- 
tion, 462,  468;  his  character  and 
history,  465,  4fifi 

Schism  of  the  Greeks  and  Latins, 
the,  184l  of  the  West,  the,  QOft 

Sculptures  of  Constantinople,  the, 
188 

Scutari,  the  Latins  encamp  at, 
162 

Sebaste  destroyed  by  Timour,  854 
Senate,  the,  restored,  Ml 
Senators,  their  costumes  and  du- 
ties, 616 

Shiracouh,  emir,  invades  Egypt, 
Siberia  oonqoered  by  the  Moguls, 

aifi 

Sicilian  Vespers,  the,  259 
Sicily,  the  crusade  against,  198; 
conquered  by  Charles  of  Anjou, 
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Simon  of  Montfort  joins  the  cru- 
sade, lift 
Sixtus  v.,  the  pootiflcate  of,  624 
Smyrna  taken  by  Timour,  Ml 
Soliman,  sultan  of  Hadrianople, 

875;  killed  by  Mousa,  Slfi 
Soliman,  son  of  Orchan,  829 
Sylvius,  Mneas,  on  the  state  of 
Europe,  523.  534;  becomes  pope 
as  Pius  II., 
Syria  invaded  by  the  Carizmians, 

m 

T 

Tabor,  Mount,  the  Light  of,  ^ 

Tamerlane.   See  Timour 

Tancred,  accompanies  Bohemond 
on  the  crusade,  89;  left  in  com- 
mand at  Antioch,  87 

Tartars,  the,  Zingis  Khan  becomes 
emperor  of, 

Temugin,  afterward  Zingis  Khan, 
8D0 

Templars,  the,  US 

Theism,  the  religion  of  Zingis 
Khan,  80Q 

Theodore  Lascaris  at  the  sieges  of 
Constantinople,  167,  194;  emper- 
or of  Nice,  195;  leagues  with  the 
Turks,  196;  extent  of  his  empire, 
233.  334 

Theodore,  brother  of  Michael  An- 
gel us,  captures  Peter  of  Courte* 
nay, 

Thibaut,  or  Theobald,  count  of 
Champagne,  148;  general  of  the 
crusaders,  155;  his  death,  155 
Thrace  invaded  by  the  Moguls,  819 
Timour,  or  Tamerlane,  his  birth, 
841;  first  adventures,  848;  as- 
cends the  throne  of  Zagatai,  845; 
conquers  Persia,  846;  invades 
Turkestan,  847;  Invades  Kipzak 
and  Russia,  848;  invades  India, 


850;  wins  the  battle  of  Delhi,  851; 
his  challenge  to  Bajaset,  858; 
takes  Sebaste,  854;  captures 
Aleppo,  856;  sacks  Damascus, 
857;  sacks  Bagdad,  358;  invades 
Anatolia,  359;  wins  the  battle  of 
Angora,  860;  takes  Smyrna,  861; 
extent  of  his  empire,  866-868; 
his  festivities  at  Samarcand, 
869;  dies  at  Otrar,  370;  his  char- 
acter, an 
Trial  by  battle,  the,  82 
Turkestan  invaded  by  Timour,  211 
Turks,  the,  employed  by  Cantacu- 
sene  against  John  Palseologus, 
288;  rescue  Irene,  826;  invade 
Greece,  882;  invade  Moldavia, 
832;  besiege  Constantinople,  881; 
their  education  and  discipline, 
882;  make  peace  with  the  Hun- 
garians, 454;  besieg^e  Constan- 
tinople, 492;  storm  Constanti- 
nople,  505 
Tusculum,  the  battle  of,  557 
Tyre  besieged  by  Saladin,  HA. 

IF 

Urban  II.  and  Peter  the  Hermit, 
16;  at  the  council  of  Placentia, 
18;  at  the  council  of  Clermont,  2Q 

Urban  V.  receives  the  two  emper- 
ors. 894 

Ursini  family,  history  of  the,  528 
Ursini  Martin  executed  by  Rienzi, 
586.  587 

V 

Vataces,  John  Ducas,  emperor  of 
Nice,  288 

Venetians,  the.  their  treaty  with 
the  crusaders,  158;  their  fleet 
for  the  conquest  of  Constanti- 
nople, 160i  at  the  siege  of  Con- 
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•taatinople,  166;  pnrahMe  Crete, 
m$  attaek  the  CtoiMMW  at  OoD- 
■tantliioplt,  808;  their  war  with 

the  Gknoese,  297;  banished  from 
Constantinople,  298;  detain  John 
Palseologus,  895;  their  reception 
of  John  PalsBologus,  418 

Venioob  fhe  riM  of,  IM 

Viterbo,  the  nege  of,  SOT 


WALX.ACHIANS,  revolt  of  the,  145 
Walter  the  Penniless  leads  the  first 
onmd0,81 


Zaba  taken  by  the  crusaders,  199 

Zenghi,  100;  storms  Edessa,  101 
Zingis  Khan,  his  birth,  800;  pro- 
claimed emperor  of  the  Moguls 
and  Tartars,  801;  his  laws  and 
religion,  801, 808;  his  toleratloD, 
808;  invades  China,  804;  inyades 
Carizme,  805 ;  his  expedition 
round  the  Caspian,  807;  over- 
throws the  kingdoms  of  Tar- 
tary,  307;  his  death,  807;  his 
■oecoMorB,  80V,  806 
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